THIS FILE IS5 MADE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE DECLASSIFICATION EFFORTS AND RESEARCH OF:

THE BLACK WAULT IS THE LARGEST ONMLIME FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT { GOVERNMENT
RECORD CLEARING HOUSE IN THE WORLD. THE RESEARCH EFFORTS HERE ARE RESPOMNSIBLE
FOR THE DECLASSIFICATION OF THOUSANDS OF DOCUMENTS THROUGHOUT THE U.5. GOVERMMENT,
AMD ALL CAM BE DOWNLOADED BY VISITING:

HTTP:{WWW.BLACKVALULT.COM
YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT TO ¥YOUR FRIEMDS, BUT

PLEASE KEEP THIS IDEMTIFYING IMAGE AT THE TOP OF THE
-PDF 50 OTHERS CAMN DOWNLOAD MORE!


http://www.blackvault.com

- -

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADGUARTERS 42D AIR BASE WING {AU)
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE ALABAMA

U.S. AIR FORCE

194 7F7-1987

June 16, 1998

42 C5/SCBR
170 W, Selfridge Street
Maxwell AFB AL 36112-6610

John Greenwald, Jr

Dear Mr Greenwald

We have processed vour Freedom of Information Act request for a copy of ACSC Repotrt 86-
2580. This document is releasable, and a copy 15 enclosed.

There is no charge for this record, since fees for search/review and copying were less than
$15.00.

Sincerely

/”(; fﬁ’?wﬂ_

PAUL E. BIANCHLI, Mﬂjﬂ[‘ USAF
Information Systems Flight Commander

Attachment:
ACSC Report 86-2580 (B8 papes)

Golden Legacy, Boundless Future... Your Nation's Air Force



REPORT NUMBER  86-2580

TITLE 18T AIR COMMANDO GROUP
Any Place, Any Time, Anvwhere

AUTHOR(S) MAJOR R. D. VAN WAGNER, USAF
FACULTY ADVISOR LT COL ROBERT L. GREGORY, ACSC/EDOWA

SPONSOR MAJOR THOMAS L. THOMPSON, ACSC/EDCJ

Submitted to the faculty in partial fulfillment of
requirements for graduation.

AIR COMMAND AND STAFF COLLEGE
AIR UNIVERSITY
MAXWELL AFB, AL 36112




[ ]
-
-
I RS TEELTT T

T;.Pn‘:mban

|

PREFACE

MBERIS) i o

TION NUMBER

K WOME

FOaGE COUNT

26 -

t number)

was A dire

China, t
theast As
h Gen Orf
Fenetratid

ne executi
r¥ histor
Battle
Arnocld us
inertia
Cynergy.
ag a mod

[T

CE 5YMBOL i

The only thing harder than getting & new idea
into the military mind is to get an old one
cut,

B. H. Liddle Hart {(9:1830)

This work examines the lst Air Commando Group of World War
II--an experiment looking toward future air warfare. Emplayed in
the China-Burma-India Theater, the organization made military
higtary by conducting the first all-aerial invasion--Operation
THURSDAY. Because aof nore glamorous campaighs in Europe and the
Pacific, THURSDAY and the lst Air Commendos have hbeen generally
overlooked by military historians. This study calls attention to
that lost piece af airpower history; however, it is not a
definitive work. That undertaking would be enormous considering
the group never published a unit history, instead adopting the
theme: “"To hell with the paper work, go out and fight."”
Therefore, this account focuses on the clrcumstances which
brought about the requirement for and the employment of the 1st
Alr Commando Groupr in Burma during the Spring of 18944. An
unorthedox strategdy in aerial warfare, the group serves as a
model organization for use in unconventional conflicts taoday.

The primary impetus for this study of the 1st Air Commando
Group is my father, Fred H., Van Wagner. He Jjoined the air
commandos after their deployment to India but before Operation
THUORSDAY. Greatly influenced by the events and camaraderie
experienced in India, he passed on these values and phileozophy to
me. This study has been worth far more than the time spent: it
has helped me to know my father better. Therefore, with warmth
and love, I dedicate my research praject to him.

This study would not have bmen possible without the help of
many former members of the Ist Alir Commando Group. T am grateful
to Gen Jchn K. Alison, co-commander of the unit, for his
contribution and participation. 1 hold a great respect for hin
and the accomplishments cof his organizaticon. I was also aided by
the men of the lst Air Commando Association. Perticularly, I wish
to express my appreciation to the association secretary, Robert
Moist, for his time and informetion. Additionally, interviews
with Arthur Burrel; Frank Clifford; Joseph Cochran; Lemuel Davis:
John Derdak; Thomas Doherty; Patrick Driscoll; Dr. Cortez Enloe;
Paul Forecey; Allen Hall, Jr.; Neville Hogan; Jochn Hyland:; Felix

iii




Lockman, Jr.; Joseph Lysowski; Stamford Robertson; Raymond
Ruksas; Lloyd Samp; Howard Smith; Tom Taketa; Vinecent Ulery: and
F. H. Van Wegner provided invaluable insights. Their responses tog
my questians and enthusiastic support of this endeavor werse an
inspiration.

Hgually

important to my work wes the

azssistance of

organizations and people at Maxwall AFB, I am indebted +to the
personnel of the BSAF Historical Research Center, Herb Huie of
the Grephic Arts organization, and to the Photographic Shop. I
would like to formaily thank my advisor, Lt Col Gregory, for this
encouragement, technical assistance, and advice. Finally, I would
be remiss if I did not alsc thenk the members of my family for
their patience and understanding during this task. Meny kind

people have helped and encouraged me in writing this

account; 1
thank them all.
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Introduction

THE 15T AIR COMMANDO GRODP

Broadway

It"s just a field covered with buffalc
grass, in the midst of a jungle where it has
slept for countless vears under the Burmese
sun. Marked on no map, it was unknown and
nameless until the necessities of war gave it
sudden importance.

Thenh one night many men in gliders
slipped like mammoth eagles down through the
hazy moonlight, making history in aerial
warfare and giving to it the name of
"Broadway. Burma. "

For many of these men this spot was the
end of the road; but now there iz 1little to
Sudgest the madness of that first night or
the horror of succeeding nights and days.

A mass of twisted metal, rusting and
half covered by the jungle growth. . .and =a
deep hole, now partly healed with buffaln

grass, marks accurately the spot where Many
died.

It’s sacred now, this once woarthless
ground like many other “Broadwaeys” with other
names. But the buffalo grass will grow, and
the Jjungle will creep in and cover the carved
panel, and the woocden cross will rot. And

slowly it will be again worthless
ground-—-unless we remember.

—Paul L., Bissell
Lt Col, USAAF (33:9-10)
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The question of "why?" is answered by an analysis of the adwvs
Japanese desire to use Burma as a werdge, a springboard, and a o -
shield (44:4). By appealing to all of +these desires, Burna Jap:
promised to be a vitally strategic trophy. poE.

In accordance with +the 18927 Tanaka Memorial, Jeapan had
annexed Manchuria in 1931, and in 1937, had begun a systematic SO,
march on China’'s major oities of Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, COm:
Nanking, and Hankow. #When finished, most of China was affectively bur:
cut off from the ouber world. By 1941, the Japanese had harl
fundamentally closed the door on China, but resistance was soon Arm:
beingd met with the help of a supply line, the Burma Road, that {13

extended from India through Burma to the small mountain town of
Kunming in the Yunnan provinee of China.

OYe!
As they looked unde
at Burma, the Wass
Japanese strategists 1nd:
gaw a wedgde-—a way the
to stop China’s flow
of munitionz, equip-
ment, and provisions by
{43:1673). The desp g1V
mountaing provided a ma 1]
natural barrier to alm
conclusively seal rep:
off China and mtarve ton:
her into submizaion. ton:
With Burma occupied, Imp:
the Jepanese could abui
stabilize China and Flin:
release the MNippon shi:
continental forces QCcC:
for other potential All
conguasts {(44:4). Ind:
The Chinese .
element may  have With
been the impetus for and
the invasion, but def:
Japan 5 Aaw ather to -
strategic prizes in new

Burma. As well as
gstablishing a road-
block for Chinese def.
supplies, Burme also all.
could become the
springboard for an
offensive i1into the
riches of India. The
Japanese sensed an
Fig. ¢ ¥he Buraa Fnad opportunity to take
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advantage of civil unrest, stirred by India’s
to absorb the greatest British colony in  Asia
Japan invaded, +they anticipated the support
population to chase the British out of India.

Mohandas K. Gandhi,
(27:258-259}. If
of the Indian

India was indeed a prize worth having, as great,
so, than China itself. World War I had Eiven a
compercialization in India; in 1941 she offered an
burdeoning industrial capability. Production of caal
had begun before 1920, but since that time, the iron
arms and munition,
{15:52-59},

if not more
stimulus to
economy with
and cotton

and szteel,
and chemical industries had emerged with gusto

Most important though was the Japanese grand strategy o

overrun India and link up with a planned German rush in PFPersia
under the command cof German General Erwin Rommel {44:4). PBurma
was the way to people, industry, and a possible strategic wunion:

indeed the very idea of Burma brought a g£leam of covebtousness to
the aeyes of thg Japanese generals.

As a pivot point, Burma offered China and India,
by itself, also beckoned to the Japanese, Threes
given—-rice, natural resources, and natural defense.
mainstay of Burma'’s internal

but Burma,
reasons are

In 19490, the

and external economy was rice,
almost 12, 000, 000 acres were under cultivation. To Japan, Burma
represented a "rice bowl” capable of Producing nearly 8,000, 000

tens of this staple crop. Japsn felt Burma’s export of 3, 000, GO0
tong of rice could be rechannelled to their already overextended
Imperial Army (6:185-1686). Additicnally, Burma offered AT
abundance of natural resources, Pprimarily oil sand manganesze.
Finally, a Japenese-occupied Burma would act as a barrier or
shield for the entire Far East tarriteory {44:4). .Japanese
occupation of Burma would put +too much distance between the
Allies and Japan’s new possessions of the Fhilippines, French
Indochina, Thailand, Sindapore, and the Dutch East Indies.

For the question of “"why?" there was Plenty of
Hith so meny reasons to invade-—China, India, and Burma’s food
and natural resources, the unknown question of the Burmese
defense plans waited to be angwerad, The only way to find out was

to try, and that the Japanese decided to do in earnest when the
new year, 1942, raolled around.

raticnale,

There were

defensive scheme,
all.

three factors which comprized the British

Collectively the Japanese had to overcome them
They were as follows:

{1l) The impact of Burma's rugded geography,

{2) The effect of the Burmesze c¢limatic conditions, and
{3) The preparedness of Burma's defense {44:2-3).

3




Sceparately they pnsed no appreciable problem, but together, each
contributed to a viable Britizh plan for +the defense of Burma
agalnst the Japanese invasion.

Geographically speaking, Burma resembled a waterfall. All
the natural elements which composed Burma parsllel each other
running from north +to south--the mountaing, the rivers, the
roads, hear central plain, her wvalleys and even the railway.
Consequently travel in Burma from east to west was an enterprise
contrary to the rules of nature. Burma’s sudden and irregular
mountains isolated one valley from ancther. The roads connecting
these valleys snsked across the mountains and progress was always
slow (14:141). Additionmally, the mountainsides were covered with
Jungles thick enough to form a natural canopy. Hiding bensath
this umbrella were leeches, malaria-carrying mosgquitces, and
diseases by the score.

It was, therefore, obvious for the Britizsh to assume that an
invader would be confined to the meager road system, railrcads,
or the great rivers. If given a choice, travellers generally used
the waterways because Burma posssassed two major and three smaller
river systems. The lardgest river, the Irrawaddy, flowed swiftly
downn the center of the country and was joined from the northwest
by the next largest in size, the Chindwin. Together these two
mammoth rivers provided over 15,000 miles cof navigable waters to
the near gecdraphic center of Burma {45:28),

Because of the north/south topography of Burma, choks
points--—-the confluerce of rivers, roads and railroads--were
commonplacs. Hereln waz the defensive strength of Burma. Under
the circumstances, the British felt secure the Japanese could he

held at bay by a relatively small forece taking adventage of the
natural contours and configuration of the land.

The British also felt time was on their side in Burma
because of the recurring monscons. Rain! Probably the mnost
dominant feature of Burma was the monsoons. Lasting from mid-May
until late October, the monsoons limited all military operations
to the dry season., Rainfalls varied from about 200 inches in the
area of Rangoon, 100 inches in the Irrawaddy Delta, 98 inches in
the hills, and up to 45 inchea in the dry z2one of Harth Central
Burma {(45:5). The effect of the rain was not only the ankle deep
mud and mire, but also the enervating monobony of the inces=ant
dowvnpour, The British hoped topography would =low down the
Japanese encugh so the monsoons could deliver the knockout punch.
Key to British success was +their ability +to0 hold out until
mid-May; this key was in the hand of General Archibald Wavell,
Commander-in-Chief of British Forces, India.

When the military responsibility for Burma was transferred
from Singapore to India on 12 December 1941, Gean Wavell was
greatly concerned by the extent of unpreparedness in Burma's
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defense. He did concede, however, it was understandable becauyge
Burma was protected from sea invasion by Sindapore and from land
attack by three friendly neighbors. As long as Singapore,
Thailand, Indochina, and India remained strong, there was no need
for a buildup in Burma (43:1667-1668).

This dependence on regional stebility was reinforced by the

fact the Burmese Army had only been activated sinee April 1937.
By late 1941, Burma had +two British infantry battalions, two
Indian infantry brigades, eight battalions of Burma Rifles, four

nountain artillery batteries, and +the

equivalent of six
battallions of the Burma Frontier Force.

The latter mostly worked

under the control of the Civil Power and had 1little fighting
value (43:1687-16869). The forces available for the defense of
Burma were . only partially trained and almost without artilliery,
signhal equipment, and anti-aircraft weapohs (7Y:Map 127). The air
force was plainly non-existent. It consisted of one fighter
squadron equipped with Brewster Buffaloes (43:1668).

To assist in the defense of Burma, an offer by China’s

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shelk, complicated by the Chinese
for separate lines of communication, was finally sccepted by Gen
Wavell. It must be stated, however, that “Britain...had little
respect for China’s military capacity.” (26:235)

demand

Lacking equipment, aircraft, manpower, and traipning, the
military was clearly the wesk link in the Burma defense plan. Gen
Havell counted on Indis for possible reinforcements and was
beginning to mobilize for Burma’s defense when Japan dropped its
first bombs on Rangoon {43:1668-1671).

For Gen Wavell and India Command +the combination of +two

factors, terrain and national defense, was hoped to be sufficient
to impede the Japanese until the monscons. Gen Wavell felt thet
whenh the operation resunmed again in late October, he would have a
sufficiently strong army in pPlace to resist the Jspanese. In
matter of fact, Gen Wavell’s hope proved to be groundless., His
forces could not even hold out until mid-May.

In systematic fashion, the Japanese Army attacked first +he
Wgakest link in the military infrastructure of Burma, established
Alr superiority, and then raced agsinst the monsoons to  overtake
the British and Chinese Armies (43:1870-1675). The complete story
of the Battle of Burma cannot possibly be undertaken here, but =a

briﬂ? synopsis of the events will establizsh the situation and
Provide a frame of reference.
Before ever dropping a bomb or setting foot on Burma sgoil,

thE'J&PﬂnEEE plaq for the Southeast Asia region foreshadowed +the
demise af the British in Burma. The first step in their plan, the

Gccu?atinn of Thalland, was accomplished after only eight hours
of fighting. By Decenber

15941, they converged their rescources 0n
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As  the monscon season started in 1942, +the Japanese
Juggernaut had run the King’s Own from the rice paddies and
teakwood forests of Burma. Japan had cut the overland road to
China, she had fortified her land conquests to the east af Burma,
and India lay temptingdly to the west. The Japanese had overcome
all of the defensive ocbstacles of Burme within the time limits of
the impending monsoons. The British had failed +to realize the
advantades of the hush; to the contrary, the Japanese had
enployed them to perfection. Wow the Japanese used the natural
barriars of Burma to establish her defense. The Japanese were
thusg firmly entrenched in Burma; her troops were fanned cut in a

border defense that effectively barricaded the door to Scutheast
Asia.

For the defeated British troops, there was despair; not only
because of the humiliating trek back to India, but also far the

memory of encounters in the deep, dark primeval rain forests. As
ralated in one soldier’s account:

Unlike the campaigns in Italy and Hormandy...the very
nature of the country in Burma dictated that brutal
hand-to-hand clashes decided the outcome of ecountless
encounters. Gloomily we sensed that, inevitably, our
future lay in the jungdles of Burma and our nightmares
contained grinning Japanese, ready to open fire at us
from cunningly concealed ambush positions., It was to
take a considerable time before we ceased to think of

the Japanese soldier as a superman, ten feet tall
{22:10,12).

But even as the last stragglers of the British Army returned
to India, a former artillery afficer was already studying the
contours, rivers, Jjungles, and situation in Burma to answer the
challienge of Gen Stilwell. To mount an offensive, he would have
to overcome the terrain, fear, and organizational malaise shown
during the Japanese conguest of Burma, Recognizing these factors,
this lone figure’s unorthodox mind began to scheme and conceive
0f a bold and unprecedented operation. His plan would ultimately
Plant the seed for the formulation of a totally naew concept in
mllitary history. To take back the wedge, springboard, and

?géEId, he would have to beat the Japanese at their own game
1),

il
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Chapter Two

WINGATE’S PLAN: THE INCOMFLETE SCOLOTICHN

&s soon as DBritish Col
Orde C, Wingate arrived in
India on 19 March 1942, he, by
vislting the Burmese front and
flying over the countryside,
Plunged into an intense and
comprehensive evaluation _of
the situation (32:112). Col
Windate quickly began studying
the training and tactics of
the Japanese, the religion and
customs of Burma and Japan,
the climate and topography,
and every available report on
Japanese fighting in Burma
{(18:3Z), He agreed with India
Command’s assessment ; the
invineibls Chin Hills and
Japanese troop epplacements
prevented a standard frontal
attack. Contrary to commonly
held beliefs +though, Wingate
felt strongly the British
goldier cowld equal the
Japanese in the rain forests
bacause of +the attribute of
imagination.

To overcome the enemy's

Fig. 4 Orde [. Wingate strandlehold on Burma, Col

Wingate theorized the enemy

should never know British intentions or strength. Additionally,

he felt the British army =should present the Japanese with

unconventional situations whenever possible ({(6:138). BSlowly he

constructed the concept of Long-Range Penetraticon (LRP} in his

Mind. At fipst Just a ceolleetion of ideas, later Wingate talked

1“EE§Eﬂnt1y about organizing a force +to employ hit-and-run
acties well behind Japenege lines in Burma.

13




on I[rndia Command’s

imagination of izen

Although there were many disbellevers

gtaff, Col Wingate’'s 1deas c¢aught the
Alexander. Gen Alexander lnstructed him to complete the plan;
however, bepause it was innovative and unconventional, LEP
actually evolved in stages. To understand the development, an

exvamination of the conception, execution, and evolution stages 15
dictated.

During his 1942 study of Burma, Wingate concluded although
the combination of Burma’s wilderness and Japanese perimeter
defense could not be assaulted head on, they still ware
exploitable, NHoting Imperial troops were strung out with only a
thin supply line connecting them to the interior, Col Wingate

proposed an offensive to weaken Japan’s drip on Burma basad on
thres principles:
{1) The light concentration of Japanese troops in the core

: of Burma,
' (2) Use of surprise and mobility, and
{3) Employment of aerial firepower and resupply.

Simply stated, Windate'’'s theory of LRF was to place highly
mobile forces in the enemy’s rear to harass Japanese lines of
communication and destray supplies. Reminiscent of Confederate LT
Gen Nathan Bedford Forrest’s raids during +the American War

Between the States, Col Wingate proposed an offensive based on
the indirect appreach. Crucial +to his operation weould hEi
maneuver: therefore, resupply and artillery were to be provided

by alr power {31:41).

The Japanese defensive posture after the 1942 offensive
pointed to the soft underbelly of the dragon. Wingate stated the
enemy was most vulnerable far behind the front where Japanese
troops were of inferior quality. Here, he reascned, a small force
could wresk havoe aout aof all proportion to its
(24:387-368).
with conditicn, the governing principle being strength enough to
cause damage yet small enough to siip through the enemy’s aet.
Cperations and movements would be conducted during the day; 1if
dispersed, rendezvous would always be made after dark,

The successful consequence of LRF would be widespread
confusion and uncertainty behind the enemy’s forward areas,
leading to profressive weakening and misdirection of the Japanese
main forces {(41:1). Col Wingate insisted LREP units were not to
fight on the front lines and nust be uwused only in conjunction
with a major offensive (27:682-74). If a major offensive did not
oceur, LRP would focus, not redirect, the Japanese forces and the
small LRP bands would be annihilated by the full force of ths
Nippon troops,
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LRP units were not strong enough to withstand the main
force; their great strendth emsrged from mobility. LRP groups
would strike, disappear, and turn up somewhere else without the
ehemy being able to follow their movements through the Jjungle.
The choice of engagement wouwld be dictated by the commander of
the LRF group with the objective of LREP beingd +to hit the
confluence of supply and communication lines {27:82-74). If LRP
units struck a railroad bridge at dawn and a supply dump in the
afternoon, the Japanese would be unable to duess the true
strength of the columns and probably averestimate their numbers.
Furthermore, if two LRP wunits worked in unison, they ocould
utterly confuse the enemy. Wingate wrote, “"Long-Range Penetration
affords greater cpportunity of mystifying and misleading the
enery than any other form of warfare.” (41:1) At the root of Col

Hingate’s theory of penstraticon was the value of one fighting man
deep in the heart of enemy territory.

Col Wingate further theorized the only limit to the number
of fighting men and length of their operations was the
avallability of supplises. He called this the air support factor.
LRP theory proposed air power be used in two ways:

{l) As a flexible supply line and
{2) As airborne artillery and tanks {(27:142-147).

This departure from recoghized methods of warfare called for the
use of portable communications to walntain contact with base
camps and detached columhs. Wingate could not rely on normal
gupply linea, so as he colorfully stated, "Have no Lines of
Communicaticn on the jungle floor. Bring in the goods like Father
Christmas, down the chimney.” {(5:184) The dropping of supplies
was nothing new, nevertheless, the degree of accuracy required
did present problems. For this reascon, he requested Roval Air
Force (RAF) flying officers be assigned to each ground unit +to

direct airoraft to drop zones and to mark targets in forward
areas,

This notion was complicated and time consuming because RAF
Frocedures did not allow direct outside communication with
British pilots. Further limiting the effectiveness was +the lack
of British air superiority over Burma (5:461). Even with this
drawback and the complex communication scheme, the plan was
Submitted to Gen Alexander and forwarded to India Command.

Despite the audacity of the strategy, Gen Wavell supported
the plan totally. He included it as a part of a coordinated
offenzive called ANAKIM. The fulerum of the plan called for the
Capture of the airfield at akvab Island. From Akyab, the British
could increase the security of the Bay of Bengal, thereby
relieving the pressure on Burma and China from the Japanese Navy

and Air Forece. If this security could be realized, Gen Wavell
felt the reconguest of all of Burma was possihle.
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The details of the ANAKIM plan invalved coordination among
a variety of military units, British and Chinese. The plan was as
follows:

{1} In mid-Octobher 1942, 15th Corps would mount an offensive
into the Arakan regdion to recapture the port of Akyab;

{2} Amphibious strikes at strategic points along the Arakan
cogst would supplement 15th Corps cffensive;

{3) Ultimately Joining forces, the amphibious units and 15th
Corps would continpue their attack to RKangoon;

(4) In late January 1943, 4th Corps, commanded by Lt Gen A.
F. P. Christison, would launch an assault on the Burmese
towns of Sittaung and Kalewa;

{5) The Chinese Ramdarh Force under Gen Stilwell would move

gouth to engage the Japanese at Myitkyina, Bhamo, and

Lashio; and
(6 The LRP group would infiltrate the central portion of

Burma to confuse and disrupt Japanese lines uf:

communication (£4:384; 11:2).

Col Wingate’s role in the plan would help secure HNorthern EUrmaE

from the Japanese. A3 the British adveanced, a new road from Ledo

would be built to connect with the Burma Road, thus recpening the !

supply line to China (19:229}.

To "eal his support of Wingate’s plan, in June Gen Wavell
established the 77th Indian Infantry Brigade expressly for LREP
and promoted Col Wingate to Brigadier General {(18:32). In July,

assembled in the jungle country around Saugor, Gen Wingate began |

preparing his troops for tThe nission to coconme. Hiz ocommand,
cerbainly not handpicked men, consisted of the following units:

{1) 13th Hings Liverpool Regiment

(2) A/2nd Gurkha Rifles

{3} 1l42nd Commando Company

(4} 2nd Burma Rifles

{h) Mule transport company

{6) RAF liaison officers

{7) Qfficers from the Bush Warfare School at Maymao, Burma
(27:863),

Little did Wingate know as he assembled his troops that he wowrld
be foreced Lo alter his original mission. Because of the
continuing disunity within Gen Wavell’s command, Gen Wingate
would execute his plan without the primary redguirement of
LEP--the support of a major offensive.

Az Wingate prepared to turn a defeated army into Jjungle
fighters, he devised +training methods that were physiecal,
exacting, and thorough. The regime was described by one of the
officers ags follows: "Every movement, from stand to stand, was
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done at the double....When he [{Wingate] wished to move to another
me viaewpaint, he ran there, and jolly fast toa." {(24:378)
as
At first, the strain of the intensive training program took
its toll. Before, during, and after the monscons, Gen Hingate's
| Ve men were swimming rivers, marching long miles, navigating through '
: the Jjungle, climbing trees, and scaling hills. Within two months,
Lan up to V0 percent of the troops were in the hospital with real and
imagdinary cases of malaria, dysentery, and Jungle soreg
Hth (3:35-40). Wingate’s reaction was severse but logical. He
instituted strict punishments for imaginary illnesses. Further,
A he eliminated hospital excuses by having all officers instructed
=S8 on the treatment of illnesses. He reasoned in the jungle, there
would be no heospitals and very few medies (27:72-73). The cure
nvg slowly showed results as the men hardened under the disecipline.
an
In addition +to physical preparedness, Gen Wingate also
of trained his men in LEP principles; hs did this by extensively
of using a technique called Tactical Exercises without Troops.
Hormally this involwved sand tables modeled into miniature terrain
maps. Wingate, insisting on aextreme detail, had huge,
| Tma 400-square-yard pits dug 5o that all enemy troop =strengths, as
edo well as pertinent hills, rivers, roads, and gun emplacements,
the could be depicted to scale. For hours, the officers practiced a
spectrum of scenarios envisioned by Gen Wingate: ambush, attack
in position, attack while moving a column, use of light
rall artillery, air resupply methods, and dispersion/rendezvous
LEF procedures (18:32-36).
1lw,
s an Most importantly, he taught his soldiers +the security and
and., shelter of the jungle., He demonstrated with maps and aerial
3! photographs that closeness to the enemy did not automatically
mean contact. Rather than an enemy, Wingate propaosed that the
Jungle, at the least, was neutral,
Just prior to the scheduled offensive in January 1943, Gen
Hingate moved his men forward by hiking 133 mwiles from the
railhead in Dimapur ta Imphal. During this march, HWingate
administered +the last operaticnal test. Departing without
uraa rationg, he arranged for supplies to be dropped to his columns at
prearranged sites after dark (3:38-43). After an 9-day march, he
bivouacked outszide the +town of Inphal, still requiring the
ould brigade to attend long and concentrated lectures. These classroom
the SXerciges proved necessary as Gen Wingate’s mission was markedly
Zate changing even at this late date.
. of

Little by little, the fabric of ANAKIM unravelled, leaving

Only the 77th Indian Brigade as a participant. First, in late

ngle October 1942, Gen Wavell recommended ANAKIM be moved back +to
cal, Hovember 1943 and a more modest plan be substituted., The new

the Plan, ecalled RAVENOUS, did not include an amphibiocus operaticon
waS
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and it only sought to retake Northern Burma (19:232)., Next, 4th
Corps cancelled its operation in the Leda area because of
transportation and rcoadmakingd material shortages {24:3B2). Then,
Generalissimo Chaing Kai-shek Jjoined the parade by refusing to
participete and withdrew the commitment of his Chinese forces to
the operation (5:4G60).

To make matters worse, in late Jarnaary 1943, 1ath Corps
encountered stiff Japanese opposition 1n the Arakan and stalled.
They were never able to advance further and were =subsequently
driven back! (1:241-243; 46:32-34} In view of the facts, Field
Marshall Wavell (DOHR:1 January 1943) decided to disband the LERF
forces and thus terminate the last vestiges of the cperation.

To Fisld Marshall Wavell’s surprise, Gen Hingate resisted.
Although the primary prerequlisite of a coordinated ma_ jor
offensive was lacking, Windate argued for an opportunity to test
hiz plan. After prolonged discussions, Field Marshall Wavell
finally agreed to 2 new expedition named Operation LONGCLOTH. In
allowing Gen Wingate'’s excursion, Field Marshall Wavell let stand
the specific tasks of the RAVENOUS plan. The goals g£iven Wingate
and his men were as follows:

{1}y To cut the main railway 1ine between Mandalay and
Myitkyina,
{2} To harass the Shwebo area, and

(3) If po=ssibla, cros= the Irrawaddy River and sever the-

. railway between Mandalay and Lashio (10:309-3103.

After two days of intense planning, Gen Wingate was ready to test:

LEP principles in actual combat against the Japanese,

& chronology of Operation LORGCLOTH demonstrated thel

astuteness of Wingate’s LRI principles in action. Between 8-10
February, nearly 3,000 men crossed the Chindwin River into Burm
(24:388). Unable to cover much distance in the dense undergrowth
of the jungle, the columns moved slowly toward the railreoed lines
near Shwebo., Based on RAF liaizon officer inputs, clearinds were
selected along the way for air drops. Cn 24, 25, and 28 February,
the first series of drops were accomplished (24:3895). The result
were satisfactory although response Ltime was predictably long.

shortly after the first alrdrops, the brigade’s reliance o
wireless communications was shown when two of Gen Wingate'’
zolumns were ambushed and lost their radios. Without means o©
communication, the commanders had no other choice than to retur
to India (24:398-398),
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did not Eet the organizational support necessary for
victory. LRP was never intended to be the primary, let alone
agle, operation;: 1ts value was to divide the attention of the
enemy. COperation LONGCLOTH simply viclated its own principles and
the Japanese were finally able to corral the cperation and pick
it sapart. What Gen Wingate did not foresee was the most
devastating weakness; his inability to evacuate the wounded had a
grave effect on morale. The later events of the operation did not
detract from the mission’s overall value though., For the first
time, British troops had fought a jungle war against the Japanese
and had delivered punishment. In Wingate’'s words, “a woapon has
beenn found which may well
prova &a counter ta  the
obstinate but unimagi-
native courage of the
Japanese soldier.” (46:%Z24)

comnplete

O 21 May, the
London Daily Times
released the invasion
story for worild-wide

dissemination. During this
report, the name Chindit
was given to the T7th
Indian Brigade. Gen
Hingate explained the term
described a mythological
beast, half-lion and half-
driffin. Portraved as
statutes which guard
Burmese pagodas, the
lion—griffin symbolized to
Hingate the uniaqgue
cooperation required
between ground and alr
forces (18:18). The
@Escriptiun captured the
imagination of Englishmen
around the glabe. The
British pPress wAaS
eXtremely favorable in its
treatment of the Chindits;

their sguccesz contrasted.
sharply with the failure
of 15th Corps’ Arakan
Operation. Becausza of the
Publicity, Gen Wingate
became the British

Fig. & Chindit: Qerivative of Burmese Chinthe

champion of Burma ({27:93).
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Additbionally. the explioits of the Chindits fired +ihe Ficapes
and pralge of the Allies (6:149). & look at the clroumstances amd
cffoct of Lhe misslon shows  its impaci. o future Burma
operaltlons.

Frior Lo the Chindit mission, US and British planners had
been at. Llogderheads about Burma. Since the Japaness had olased
atl overland supply routes to China in early 1842, IS alr power,
flyving nver Lhe Himalayas, kephb provisions of fuel and materiel
Flowing inbo Chiang Kai-shek. However, inoreascd Japanese actlions
regulred more stores than  feasible using  the "Hump® resupply
merthod. 5 planners realised thoat if China was unable to hold ougt
agairsl. Lihe 20-odd Japanese divislons on thoir mainland, bhese
oL irnead unlts could be released Lo fight olsewhere in the
Farrifioe (13:6). 0% President HRoosevelt, considering ©China a

caornerstone in the war against  Japan, wantad the Burma Road
rerrpen e,

Brittain’s Prime Minister Churchill, on the other hand, was
morae concaerned with maintalning the British Empire. Because China
had territorial claims on Horthern Durmas, Churchill wanted a weak
China ho emerge from the war {268:369-370). Bascd on  these two
interconnecled priorities, the Priwme Minister was not  interested
ln relieving China’s supply problems. Britain oonsistently
reconmnended an amphiblous assault in Sumatra with A&  push  toward
Lhe roecapture of Singapore.

Fresident Roozsevclt’s trump card was to tie U5 demands for a
Burma offensive Lo Britaln's greaktest hesd, war machinery. The
inability of Britain to domonstrate » suceessful strategy +o
resaecura Lthe Burma REoad had been A source of emnbarassment to
Churchill and hiy pilanning staff. To puwmp some l1life into Indias
Commearnd., the Prime Minister s staff W proposing the
rbabl ishment of Southeast Asia Command {SEAC) to coordinste the
romplex Interlocking and overlapping areas of command, £ecgraphy,
and operations (26:383). A new organization, bhowever, was not a
stratedy. khen he witnessed the press reaction to  the Chindits,
Churehill realized he had a new means of surmounting Lhe
vopogdraphic defenses of Burma and a new champion in Gen Wingate.

In July, Churchill called Wingste back to London to discuss
the Chindlt LRP opsralions. After speaking to Gen Wingate, the
l'rrime Minlster dinvited him to attemnd the upcoming GQuadrant
Conterence in Quebag, Canada. The purpese of Quadrant was  to
cetablish overall Allied strategy. and although it primarily

Jealt with the European Theatesr, operations in Burma were to be
dlscusaend.

bhecifieally, Churchill wantexl Wingate “to  explain  his
recent operation with a long-range penetration group and to  zet
b his wviews on their future employment. ™ (41:1) During the
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Even with these lozses, by 68 March the 77th Indian Brigade

"had blown up more than 75 sections of +the Mandalay-Myitkyina

raiiroad between Shwebo and Wuntho., Field Marshell Wavell’s first

t?ﬂ tasks were accomplished aceording to plan and with very
1}ttle logs of persomnnel. The Irrawaddy River waz now between
ingate and the successful completion of COperation LONGCLOTH.
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When Gen Wingate crossed the Irrawaddy, he obliauely proved
many of the premises of LRP; in deoing so0, he almest leost  his
brigade. With the activity around Shwebo, the Japanese were pow
fully aware of 77th Indian Brigdade’s position and turned their
full attention on them. The Japanese slowly establizghed a pincer
mevement that drove Wingate toward an area where the Shweli River
formed a loop, Herded into the apsx of a triesngle with the river
on two sides, the force was weakened by the RAF's inability Lo
keep up air resupply (24:412-424%.

India Command responded by recommnend 1ng Gen Hindgate
terminate the coperation and return to India; Wingate concurred
without hesitation. His men had reached the point of exhaustien,
were no longer receiving supplies, and had begun eating pack
mules, spnakes, and rats. Casuwalties had also become a maljor
problem. Unable to keep up with the rapidly moving colums,
injured men were often lefl at Burmese villages or under +the
shade of a tree with nothing more than a ocanteen of water, a
rifle, and, sometimes, the Bible {(684:--). To withdraw the rest of
hiz +troops, Gen Wingate had no options; he recrossed the
Irrawaddy River on the night of 27 March (24:418-419).

Unable to shake his Japanese pursuers, Wingate finally
issued the order for the foree to form dispersion groups and work
their way back to India or China. The escape worked as diagrammed
dezpite Japanese constant harassment {27:54-94). One g&roup, led
by Maj Walter P. Scott, even enticed a C-47 into landing in a
small jungle clearing and airlifting 17 wounded soldiers to
safety (30:23-24}).

Hot all the others were sco lucky. COperation LONGCLOTH lasted
from B February until early June; of the 3,000 who entered Burma,
only 2,182 returned to India but most were unfit for future
combat {10:324). Hotwithstanding these heavy lozses and despite
suffering from exhaustion, when the 77th Indian Brigade finally
reached safety in India their spirits were high {(6:140).

Gen Wingate’s troops had reason to feel good about Operation
LONGCLOTH. The mission had dealt a blow to the Japanese and
proved a number of elements of LRF theory. LEF was actually able
Lo exprloit Japanese weaknesses in the interior of Burma; the
sucoessful raidz on the raillroads awply demonstrated this fact,
Secondly, LEF's mohility and surprise had confuzed +the Japaness
for nearly two months., It was only when air resupply was unable
to respond quickly enough to Wingate’'s needs that the mizsion
broke down. Because of similarly =slow responsez, +the brigades
never exploited the firepower aspect of the theory. '

Gen Wingate’'s operaticon brought to light the strengths and

weaknesses of LRP operationz. Wingate had overcome Burma’a
terrain and the residual fear from the Japanese invasion, but he
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conference, Gen Wingate proposed to expand the number of units in
steps to elght bridade groups for the forthcoming 1943-44 dry
season offensive. Four of the wunits would lead the operation
while four would be held 1in reserve. Wingate felt LRP units
should only be subjected to combat for 90-day periods before
being relieved for a rest. In addition to LREP units, a major
offenslive would ke mounted with the following objsctives:

(1) The occupabtion of Bhamo and Lashio,

(2) The occupation of Katha-Indaw airfield and a drive
toward Finlebu and Kalewa, and

(3} An assault from Ledo toward Myitkina.

Gen Wingdete's fortified LRP groups would act in coordination with
British and Chinese foreces vhose overall objective was limited to
the ccongquest of Burma north of the 23rd Parallel {41:1).

Gen HWindate's Quadrant plan also ineluded requirements for
aircraft support. He asked for spproximately 16 DC-3 aircraft for
airdrop and an allotment of one bomber squadron per unit for
close air support {(41:2). Additionally, at the insistence of ane
of his EAF liaison officers, Squadron Leader Robert “Tommy"
Thomp=on, Gen Wingate sought to overcome previous morale problems
by requesting a "Light Plane Force" to assist in the evacuation
of wounded LRP perscnnel {(34:8). The US reaction to a plan to
reopern. the Burma Rcad was viewed favorably.

While offering Wingate’s LRP plan to secure Northern Burma,
the British were forced to regquest American assistance. With the
constant demands on war materiel in Europe, the British supply
capability was overcommitted resulting in the China-Burma-India
(CBI) Theater having the lowest pricrity in the war. Food was a
critical item and equipment, such as weapons, wvehicles, planes,
and medicine, was always in short supply (21:140-154). Britain
simply could not meet all the demands of Gen Wingate’s Quadrant
Plan. Prime Minister Churchill felt that England had the

Decessary bombers, but he was unable to provide the following
requirements:

(1) Two LRF brigades,
{2} The DC-3 Dakotasz, and
{d) The evacuation aircraft.

ﬂt_tha Quadrant Conference, the Prime Minister had Gen Wingate
brief President Roosevelt; +then when he had the President’s

adreement on the mission, Churchill followed up tha briefing with
A request for American men and materiel.

The President indorsed Wingate’s bold strategdy and forwarded
Ehurchill’s retition for help through channels. The request for
alreraft went to US General of the Army Henry H. {Hap} Arnold for
action. Because of Arncld’s experience with airpower, his fertile

23



mind saw more in the plan than simple light airplanes. Like
Churchill, Arnold wanted to put new 1life . in the CBI Theater
because he felt the previous campaligns had zapped the will of the
British ground troops. In his mind, Arnold saw an opportunity to
explolt and expand airpower. He became determined ta form a new
air organization which would be totally dedicated to supporting
Wingate’'s +troops on +the ground in Burma {56:143,149). The
successful realization of that stratedy rested in Arnold’s cholce
of & commander to breathe life into his vision.
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Chapter Three

15T AIR COMMANDO GROUF: THE TOOL

On 26 August 1943, newly named Supreme Allied Commander of
SEAC, British Adm Lord Louis Mountbatten met with Gen Arnold to
discussed plans for the CBI Theater. During this discuszsion, Adm
Mountbatten reportedly brought up the idea of enlarging on Gen
Wingate’s mission (27:246). Gen Arnold restated his support of
LRP and committed his plan to develop an autonomous organization
for this purpose. Gen Arnold’s conception of this new forece was
as a highly mobile fighting unit complete with its own
transportation and services. It would be an experiment looking
toward future air warfare (61:1)., As the unit evolved, it would
change names five times. The evolution was as follows:

{l) Project 9,

(2) Project CA 281,

(3) 5318th Provisional Unit {(Air),

(4) No. 1 Air Commando Force, and

{5} 1lst Air Commando Group {82:November/December 1983:6).

Arnold’s first priority was to find men who would infuse the
U5 "can-do" spirit into the CBI Theater. Having formed other
"specials” eand monitored their operations, Gen Arnold had
congcerns. Too often he had seen theater organizations absorb
these wunique forces, causing them to fail their PUrpose.
Therefore, the selection of commander was critical as he would
ultimately decide the composition, morale, and employment of +the
unit., den Arncld requested members of his staff nominate
candidates for command of this experimental organization; five
nominations were finally submitted. In a short pariod of time,
the search narrowed to two individuals {56:143-144).

The first, Lt Col Philip G. Cochran, fit QCen Arnold’s
desired qualities; he was confident, aggressive, imaginative, and
had a highly distinguished war vecord as a fighter pilot in
Africa. In November 1942, then-Maj Cochran had led a group of 35
replacement pilots and planes to North Africa. Informed that
tasualties were lighter than expected, Cochran determined his men
¥ere not needed. Without headquarters sanction, he tock the
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leader, and possesged anh innovative mind. By contrast, Alison was
disciplined, articulate, a quiet leader, and had demonstrated a
diplomatic demeancr. Unable to make a clear selection, Gen Arnold
oxplained the details of the project separately +o Cochran and
Ali=son. After the operation was outlined, eachh man stated his
opposition, thinking of it only as a light plane evacuation
organization. Playing “Alphonse and Gaston," each tried +to
persuade Gen Arnold to give the job to the other {(56:144-147).

Gen Arnold =zolved the problem by naming them co-commanders,
adding that there was more to the project than met the eye. Gen
Arnold said, "I not only want you to [take out the wounded]
but, I want the [5AAF to spearhead General Windate’'s operation.”
{42:3% Gen Arnold then terminated the zessicon by saying, "To hell

with the paper work, go out and fight.” (28:130) Perhaps not
intending them to take him literally, Cochren and Alison did just
that afbter getting wp offices in the Rav-Adams House, a

HWashington hotel.

Tryind to petter understand LEP and the mission of the new
unit, Lt Col Cochran immediately flew te England to talk to Adm
Mountbatten and Gen Wingete (58:1582). During discussions about
the previous campaign and long-range penetration theory, Ceochran
began to formulate the ordanization of Gen Arnold’s wvision, known
at the time as FProject 3,

After talking with Wingate, Cochran enlarged his conecept of
the migsion of Project 9. Based on the 1943 Chindit campaign and
forusing on the LREF principie of air support, Cochran and Alison
decirded to take on the responsiblity for all of Wingate’'s air
reguirements. They bedean "building a whole =2mall region of
warfare where we had ground troops, artillery, infantry,

air-ground support, fighter support, and bombardment support.”
(B6:157-1583

There was no table of organization for a unit of this kind,
so0 Cochran and Alison used their imagdination to determine the
structure and persconhel requirements. They were able to get what
they wanted because “Gen Arnold had given them practically ocarte
blanche orders to gather men and materiel under +the highest
priovity. " {60:1) Among the first personnsel assignments to
Froject 9 were HMa) Samson Smith as Executive QOfficer; Ha) Arvid
E. Clson, a former AVG@ pilot, as Operations Officer: and Capt
Charles L. Endgelhardt as Administrative Assistant (48:4). The
Project ¥ group then launched into manning the unit. Dus to the
claggification of the project, interested personnel were told
only a minimum amcunt of information. HNet advised of the
destination, aspplicants were azsured the mission included combat,
the time period involved would be no more than six months, all
whr joined would be volunteers, and personnel should expect no
promotions. Ak the Quadrant Conference, the RAF had agreed to
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supply the bomber requirement; therefore, the co-commanders were

seeking volunteers for three major types of aircraft--fighters,
transports, and light planes.

To provide air suppert to LEFP units, Gochran and Alison
proposed an assault forece of fighters. The fighter section,
worklnd directly with the Chindits, would fully test HWingate's
theory of airborne artillery. The lure af combat duty and the
secret nature of Project 9 mede recruiting simple. Cochran =aid,
"[W]le were allowed to bring in from anywhere-—-1f we Lknew [a]
man’s name, wa’d ssnd for him. We knew them through our time in
the Alir Force.” (56:1681) Cochran and Alison selected Maj Grant
Mahcony to lead the fighter section. He had combat experience
throughout the Pacific, was an ace {(five kills), and had flown
with Lt Col Alison in China. Maj Robert T. Swmith, also an ace
(eight kills) and a former AVE3 pilot, was selected as his deputy.
After the unit was deplovyed to India, Maj Robert L. Petit, winner
of a Silver Star for air battles at Guadalecanal, replaced Maj
Smith (36:179-18C; &§6:~--). As pilots were brought into the unit,
they recommendsad others. Crew chiefs and enlisted men who had
previously served under the leaders were asked te join the unit.

For aircraft, Project 9 recommended P-38 Lightnings for the
close air suppert requirements {60:2). When this request was
denied, the co-commanders substituted P-47 Thunderboltz and

requested an allocation of 30 airceraft {41:Memorandum from Arnocld
to Marshall).

For +the transport requirements, Cochran and Alison
determined a need for three separate units. Thay decided +to
recrult pilote for transport, glider, and light-cargo airplanes.
Earch would fill a distinct role in the organization.

The mission of the transport section was to provide
responsive airland and airdrop support for the Chindits. Maj
William T. Cherry, Jr., pilot of §. V. (Eddie} Rickenbacker's
ill-fated Pacific trip, was salected to command this section.
Capt Jacob B. Sartz, who earlier had bombed the Japanese from a
C-47 and flew 72 refugees on the last transport out of Rangoon in
1942, was chosen to be his deputy (36:179-180; 50:1).

Ta fully support the Chindits, Cochran proposed the use of
gliders to transport heavy artillery to LRP units; Alison,
likewise, saw the potential for gliders to resupply Wingate by
moving men and equipment into small jungle clearings which could
Not otherwise be accessed (56:158). At the recommendation of the
PEHt&Enn, Capt William H. Tavlor, Jr. a2nd 1Lt ¥Yincent Hose were
respectively selected Glider Section commander and deputy, Once
A8signed, Capt Taylor hand-picked all glider pileots and mechanics
for the unit from Bowmen Field in Louisville, Kentucky (43:1).




stretchers behind the pilot
and had a short takeoff
rall. Maj Rebori required
100 L-1 Yigilants; however,
when the number of
Serviceable aircraft could
not be located, he augmented
the L~-1 with the newer L-5
Sentinel (60:2). The
sentinels were faster than
the L-1; however, they were
designed ta seat only one to
two evacuees. The L-5 was
2180 less desired because it
requireg a much londer
Tunway-——about 00 fest
{48:868).

Fig, 13 {-5 Sentinel In addition to the

light planes, Cochran and
Alison decided to employ the
newly developed helicopter
in Burma. Cochran placed the
diplomatic Alison inp charge

of securing the Pre—
production model YR-4 for
rescus Service in the
Jungle., Although he wag
initially turned down,

Alisan finally persuaded
Wright Field to send a
technical representative +o
India to test four of
Sikorsky’s unproaven
helicopters in actual combat
{63:--Y,

Fig. 14 YA-% Heliconter The organization,

insofar as equipment wasg

concernad, was equal +to an [SAAF wingd carrying a normal

complement of about 2,000 men (60:2}). Because of time constraints

though, Project 9 personnel had to be completely air transported,

Therefore, the requirements—-—including medical, suprly,

endineering, intelligence, and comtmunication sections--were kept

lean: 87 officers and 435 eniisted men {41:Memorandum from Gen
Arnold to Gen Marshall, 13 September 1943),

'Lt Col Cochran and Lt Col Alison sent their planned
organization through channels to Gen Arnold who forwarded hig
approval te General of the Army George Marshall on 13 September
1943. The only alteration to the request involved the fighters;
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P-E1A Musztangs were
substituted for the
Thunderbolts. In 1less  than
JO days, Cochran and Aligson
had built themselves a unit
and gotten it approved !
Their next job was to imbue
the unit with life and
prepare the personnel for
deployment.

As the unit formed, the
men seemed Lo sense they
were exceptional and began

acting accordingly
{BE6:172-175). Gathering in
Nerth Caralina on 1
October--the fighters arnd
£liders at Seymour-Johnson Fig. 15 P-31A Hustang

Field and the 1light planes

at Raleigh-Durham--Project 9

began reguisitioning =specialized equipment. Hew ideas were
encouraged. As a result, a new mobile hospital was included on
the required equipment 1list and blueprints for experimentsal
rocket, tubes were ordered from Wright Field for the fighters. The
Dakotas were to be equipped with the newest development in glider
towing, a reel! for airborne aireraft to “snatch" £liders off the
ground (6G:2). For the gliders, Capt Taylor requested each Weaco
be equipped with Eyro towing devices somewhat similar *to an
automatic pilot mechanism (37:2}%. Furthermare, Ma j Hebori
designed bomb racks so parachute packs could be mounted cn the
wings of L-1 and L-5% aircraft (48:56}. For +the wmen, the
co-commanders had convinced the Army to issue weapons to all of
the flyers in the unit—-Thompscon submachine guns, carbines, and
- 45  automatic pistols., So instead of the normal Fort of

Embarkation training given to overseas-bound soldiers, Project 9
Spent spare time at the rifle range.

In North Carolina, some flight training was also conducted.
While the fighter sections assembled and began indoctrination
courses on the P-D1A and its Allison engine, the gliders dot
flying time {60:1). The gliders cbtained +the use of two C-47
"tugs” and crews, one each from the 436th and 439th Troop Carrier
Squadrons, and practiced single, double, and automatic tow:
alrborne glider pick-ups; flying in position below the C-47; and
night operations (37:2). Double tow was emphasized to nmaximize
airlift capability. In this methed, two gliders, one on a short
rope and the other on a longer line, were towed by one C-47%.
Close coordination between glider pilots and a steady hand by
"tug" pilots was required. As a result of their skills, two of
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the “"loaned” C-47 pilots, 2Lt Patrick Driscoll and 2Lt Vipcent L.
iery, were asked to Joln Frojgect 8.

The light plane pilots al=zo worked with the gliders by
towing Tad-H gliders, but primarily they buzied themserlves
locarning about thelir msirplanes. Because the L-1 was obszolete and
the L-H was new to the UBAAF inventory, most of the "flying
cerdgdeants” had not flown either and eertainly not under the
anticipated conditions in Burma. To simulate jungle obstacles,
Maij Kebori stretched ropes across the Raleigh-Durham runway and
made the light plane pilots practice short-field lendings and
takeoffs over and over again. While airborne, +they trained
themselves in low level flying. When the townsveople copplained
about planes flying at 100 feet, Ma,j RKebori replied they should
have been lower! {(688:--)

Originally scheduled toe embark about 15 December, the group
had to curtail the entire training program when the departure
date waz moved wup 45 days (37:1-2). As the embarkation date
neared, the snthusiazm of the unit zcared. Flight Surgeon Cortesz
knlope said, “"They had the greateszt morale of any outfit I ever
aaw, but not zuch strict diselpline.” (25:108) When the first
group to leave Goldsboro wasz  iszved gear, complete with
ammunition, some of them discharged their weapons in the rallroad
station while waitind for the train. Bullets were withheld from
subsequent groups {60:2). Armed with a transportation priority
high enough to "bump” Generals, the unit was =scheduled to fly
from Miemi to Karachi, India, by way of Puerto RKico., Trinadad,
British Guiana, Brazil, Ascension Island, Gold Coast, HNigeria,
Ango-BEgyptian btudan, Aden, and Masira Island {(85:--). Ahead of
the main unit, Col Cochran wes already on hiz way, leaving Miam:
on 3 November.

True +to hi=gz word, Gen Arnold had superimposed the
organization on SEAC by forwarding a letter to USAAF MGen George
Stratemeyer, a member of Mountbatten’'s staff and socon to be named
commander of the Eastern Air Command., In the letter, deted 13
September, Gen Arnold steted, "...the Air Tagk Force will he
asgidned to the Commanding General of the United States Army
Forces in the China-India-DBurma [=sic] Theater for sdministration
and supply and operate under the control of the Allied
Commander—-in-Chief, South-East Asia." Gen Arnold had alsc
carefully defined the purpose of Froject §5:

({1 To facilitate the forward movement of the Windgate [sic)]
colums.

} To facilitate the supply and evecuation of the columns.

} To provide a small air coverind and strikiong force.

) To acquire air experience under the conditions expected
Lo be encountered (41:Memo for Chief of Staff, Subject:
Alr Task Force Windgate [sic], dated 13 Septemhbher 1843).
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Knowing the mission given him by Gen Arnold, Col Cochran wanted
to discuss the latest developments with Adm Mountbatten, Ffind
facilities for his personnel and airecraft, and complete the
training programs when he arrived in India.

Despite an engine change and a short delay enroute, Cochran
and &2 small group of his men arrived in Western India on 13
November {6Z2:April 1980:2). One of Cochran’s first duties was to

report to Delhi where Adm Mountbatten had temporarily set up his
headguarters.

When Cochran first talked to the SEAC staff, the facts of
den Arnold’s letter were not generally known and changes had been
made to the Quadrant Conference plans. As Col Alison later wrote:

When Colonel Cochran arrived in the theater
the general plan for Wingate’s operation was
to march into Burma initially three long-range
Penetration brigades., One to Cross the
Chindwin River from the West, one +to march
down from the North and a third te be flown to
China and marched across the Salween to
spearhead a Chinese advance. This unit would
have to be moved by air +to China, then
resupplied by air from Chinese bases, [USA]
General Stilwell [Deputy Supreme Commander of
SEAC] =2aid that becauszea of air lift
limitations this would be impoasible and the
whole plan of offensive operations in Burma
for this season were in danger of being
abandcned. Colonel Cochran arrived at this
meating where ([British]) General Auchinleck

[Commandar—in-Chief in Indial, General
Stilwell, [USAAF] General Chennault [Commander
of the China Air Task Foreal], Admiral
Mountbatten and General Stratemever’s
representative were present. At this time
no-ocne in  the theater, not even Admiral

Mountbatten or General Wingate, knew what the
13t Air Commenda Group intended +ta do faor
Wingate’s operation. Calonel Cochran wAasg
called upon to explain why we had been =ent
inte the theater and at this meeting he
explained to the Chiefs of Staff that it was
not necessary to fly the +third brigade to
China, that the brigade should be streamlined
and that the l1lst Air Commande Force would move
this brigade into the heart of Burma from
bases in India. He was asked if this was
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Having found a permenent home, Cochran and Aliscon were able
to turn their full attention to supporting Wingate’s 3prd Indian
Division, alsoe Known as Special Force. 1t was during this stade
of evolution that the 5318th conducted training exercises with
the Chindits, enlarged their own assault force, and exploited Gen
Arnocld’s fourth purpose, "to acquire air experience under the
conditions expected to be encountered.

During the time that Capt Taylor’'s men were rigging gliders,
they also conducted joint training drillis, These operational
testa with the Chinditsz helped cement the bond betwean the two
units.

IFiight training practice begdan on 29 LDecember, Ten days
iater, a Z20-glider day exercise wazs performed in which 400 men
were landed on a mud field at Lalitpur. Even though four gliders
di1d not release, the exercise was pronounced a successg, However,
there was one problem—the gliders got stuck in the mud and
couldn’t be moved by ground psrsonnel. To solve the problem and
demonstrate the capabilities of the unit, Col Cochran arranged to
have the gliders "snatched” cut that night and the following
morning (37:5).

During one of the deay training exercises, the assault force
s}llaved some fears expressed about the evacuation airplanes. 1LE
FPaul G. Forcey, a former RKAF pilot assigned to FP-Hls and the
character "Hot Shot"” Charlie in Milton Caniff’s comic strip,
demonstrated the survivability of a L-5 Sentinel to the Chindits
and light plane pilots. HWith Maj Petit fly¥ing a Mustang =and Lt
Forcey in a L-§, the v»lanez squared off in a mock dogfight. Beer
bets were made and covered. Uaing the smaller turn radius of the
L--% to advantage, Forcey continually out-meneuvered the faster
aircraft. Gun cameras later verified that Lt Forcey had remained
safely out of the kill envelope of Maj Petit’s Musteng {(66:--).

These exercises helped Special Force and Col Cochran’s men
worked out solutions to each difficulty. For instance, one of the
problems Capt Taylor anticipated was the transportation of mules.
After many sugdestions, including drugding the beazsts, 1t was
finally decided on the npight of 10 Januvary 18944 ta see 1f  the
animalez could be trangported without them kicking holes in  the
=1de of gliders. For this test, the following precautions were
taken: the glider flcoors were reinforced, the mule’s leds were
hobbled, their headz were tied down to keep the ears out of the
control cables, and they were restricted in a g2ling-like
contraption. Flight Qfficer Allen Hall, Jr. was selected to fly
the glider {(49:21}. Last minute i1nstructions were given muleteers
Lo ghoot the animals if they became unmanageable. The worries
were all in vain; the mules performed well, reportedly even
banking during turns! {(56:238)
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Following this night session, Gen Wingate decided to Jjoin in
+he antivities and participated in a “snatch.” {(37:1-3)} Adm
Mounthatten, whaoa had also attended the night exercise, was
impressed with what he saw and discussed expanding the mission
with Gen Wingate and Col Cochran. They agreed that an assault
group of Chindits and an engineering unmit could be towed in
gliders to jungle clearings in Burma. Defended against attack by
the Chindits, the engineers could then cut out a landing strip
for {-47 Dakotas. Onece the strip was bullt, the remsinder of Gen
Wingate's brigades could be airlanded deep behind enemy lines
(37:4-F; B0:25-). Capt Taylor agreed with the oconcept and
continued daily glider training as the remainder of the unit
prepared Lalaghat and Hallakandi for business.

To make their airfields opersticnal, the men of the 553158th
Provisional Unit repeated the procedures established at Karachi.
Qfficer and enlisted persconnel labored side by side +to transfer
oil and fuel drums from the railhead at Dimapur to Lalaghat and
Hailakandi. Working virtually around the clock, the men of the
FE318th were further required to strain the petroleum through
chamois skins to remove rust and other impurities. Wearily the
men continued the work, disregdarding physical hydiene. When BGen
William D. 0Old, Commander of the Troop Carrier Command, made a
remark about the slovenliness of the unit, Col Cochran paosted a

_nnticﬂ that read:

Ta; All Personnel and Attached Organizations.

Look, Sports, the beards and attempts at
beards are not appreciated by visitors.

Sincea we can't explain te all stranders
that the fuzz is a gag, we must =avold their
reporting that we are wunshaven {regulations
say shave) by appearingd like Saturday night
in Jersey.

Work comes bafore shaving, You will
never be criticized for being unkempt, if you
are so dammn busy wvou cen’'t take time to
doll-up. But be clean while you can.

Ain’t it awful?

F. G. Cochran
Colonel, Air Corps
Commanding (34:23)

The beards came off, the work went on, and reportedly, Gen 0Old
got as greasy as the rest when he pitched in to help! {89:--)

Meanwhile, as the glider trainind prograssed, Capt Tayvlor
decided sgainst the normal 360 degree overhead landing pattern in
favor of a more rapid straight-in approach. A release point for
the gliders was established 200 yards forward of the landing
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field. To accommodate two gliders. the field wWas marked with four
lights configured in a diamond, 150 yards on a side. The top and
bottom of the diamond divided +the landing =zone in half. In
effect, two landing strips were marked-—one o alther side of the
dividing line between the flanker lights.

Then, on 15 February, a mishap occurred during a night
double tow which killed four British and three US troops. The
potential pall of the accident was lifted the following day when
Gen Wingate’s unit commander sent the following note: “Please be
assured that we will g0 with your boys any place, any time,
anywhere.” (25:155) This phrase captured the degree of teamwork
achieved by the British and American groups and was adopted as
the motto of the 15t Air Commandos.

By contrast, RAF support to the Chindits was not as well
coordinated. That fact, along with the requirement for an

endineering unit, were cause for the 5318th Provisional to Erow |
one last time.

The first enlargement occurred when rroblems developed
concerning RAF bomber support to Gen Wingate’'s columng. The RAF
had recently equipped their bombers with radios which weres
incompatible with those of the Chindits. Col Alison wrote:

At a conference with the RAF in the Imphal
area it became clear that thera ware -
differences of opinion concerning the rclosze .
support of Wingate columns and the mechanical
feagibility of direction of assault from +the
ground. The RAF in this area is committed to
the defense of an area, the support of an army
and the support of Wingate and from the
conversation it appeared that assault support
for Wingate would be limited (41:Letter +o
General H. H. Arnold from Col .John Alison,
Sub ject;: History, Status and Immediate
REequirements for lst Air Commando Force, 21
January 1944).

Gen Wingate, faced with a repeat of the same slow responge
received from the RAF during the first Chindit operation,
appealed to Col Cochran. As a result, Col Cochran w=sed the
circumstance to request 12 B-25H Mitchell medium bombers be i
diverted from the theater to the 5318th Provisional Unit (air).
Gen Stratemeyer forwarded Col Cochran' s request to Arnold and by
21 January, Col Alison had a commitment from Hashington (75:8),

Col Cochran got the planes in early February, but he was
unable to secure "seasoned” ecrewsz. He decided to uzse fighter
pllots to man the aireraft. Given some "green” B-25H crews from
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the theater, Col Cochran assigned
the pilots to other ailrcraft
within the 5318th, primarily the
OC-64 of the light-cargo section
(65:=-=-). Hisz reasoning was sound.
The B-25H model was 1ideal for
close air support as it WAS
equipped with six 50—-caliber

machine guns and a 75mm cannon. _
The canhon extended through the |

normal co-pilot seat, S0 the
Mitchell required only one pilot =
and could be flown much like a ":."'::__‘11‘ ! )(
fighter. This convinced Col -
Cochran that Maj R. T. Smith
should be the B-25H section
commander and Ma j Walter V. -
Radovich should act as Smith’s

deputy (48:4).

-;.-1........-

The final section added to
the 5318th was the 900th Air Borne
Engineers Company. The purpose aof
this &roup was to build airfields
behind Japanese lines. Complete
with air transportable tractors,
road graders, and bulldozers, the
company mounted an immediate
training effort by constructing a
completely new landing strip east

of Lalaghat., Commanding the 900th Fig. 17 B=25H Mitchell
Engineers was 1Lt Patrick H. Caseay
(48:4).

Even before +this final piece comp leted the unit’s
organizational structures, 5318th personnel were getting a dose of
combat., The light planes, gliders, fighters, and bombers were
busy gaining experience before the main assault.

During February, the light planes divided into four sections
and were dispersed to forward locations in India. The "A"
squadron was sent to Ledo to support Gen Wingate’s 16th EBrigade;
"B", to Taro for Gen Stilwell; "C", tao Tamu in anticipation of
the invasion of Burma; and 10 planes from "D" sguadron were
temporarily dispatched to support the Arakan front (80:5).

These planes from “D" squadron became embroiled in the
Battles of Admin Box. Early in February, the British had become
enveloped by a Japanese counter-attack, called the "HA-GO"
offensive, and faced complete surrender. At Adm Mountbatten’s
insistence, the British were ordered to hold ground and be
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resupplied by airdrep. From 4 February until +the end of the
month, the British fought back and finally defeated the Japanese,
During that time, "D” squadron, flyingd in and out at tree-top
level, evacuated the wounded. In all, the squadron removed nearly
700 British to a rear airfield for transfer to 0-47 Dakotas.
Impressed by the light plane pilots’ courade and proficiency, ALr
Marshal 5ir John E. A, Baldwin, Commander of the 3rd Tactical Air

Force, made a perscnal visit to offer his congratulations (680:5;
48:77.

Like the light planes, the gliders alzo flew combat missions
during the second month of 1944. On 28 February, a British patrol
was loaded aboard a Waco and towed east of the Chindwin River.
The glider was cut loose near Minsin., Damaged during landing, the
Plane was burned and the pilots had to make their way back to
india on foot. The next day, 29 February, gliders were also
called on to assist the Chindit’s 16th Brigade. Led by Brigadier
Bernard E. Fergusson, the brigade had departed Ledeo on 1 February
and needed assistance 1n crossing the Chindwin River. Two
Zliders, carrying folding boats, outbeard engines, and gasoline,
landed on a gsand bar in the Chindwin., After offloading the
materiel, they were "snatched” by a C-47 crew and returnsd to
Lalaghat {48:7).

Additicnally, starting in February, 5318th crews flew P-51
and B-Zb missions intec Burma for the first time, On 3 February,
Col Cochran led five Mustengs on the unit’s first combat mission.
The B-256 section Jjoined the fight on 12 February. During the
mission, Maj Smith demonstrated the effectiveness of the 75mm
cannon o Gen Wingate by blowing the roof off a large building.
He later sheepishly admitted he was aiming at a railway switch
200 yards in front of +the warehouse (62:March/April 1982:3;
34:21).

From 3 February until 4 March, the 5318th Provisional Unit
ralr)y flew 5Hd fighter/bombker missions, concentrating their
flights on attacking Jeapanese lines of communlcation and
increasing their air-to-ground proficiency. From the beginning,
fighter snd bomber missions concentrated on road and railroad
bridges, warehouses, truck oconvoys, railrecad locomotives, and
river barges, As the assault section attacked these targets,
their accuracy, proficiency, and selection of ordnance improved.
Lt Col Smith later described the accuracy attained by his men in
the following manner: '

Cur cannon and [machine duns]] wersa
bore-gsighted far 1,000 yards, and a typical
Pass would consist of three cannon rounds at;
approx[ imatelsy} 1,500, 1,000, and 500 wards,
interspersed with bursts of [machine gun]
fire. This required making allowance for the
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different ranges by sighting slightly above,
then on, and slightly below the target with
the optical dun sight. Passes would be
initiated at anywhere from 500 to 1,000 feset
above ground, and terminated practically on
the deck. Most attacks were made =at between
200 and 250 mph airspeeds. Now, assuming the
ailr was reascnably calm or only mpoderately
turbulent, most of us could hit a target the
gize of 2 one-car garasage 50% of the time or
better with the 75mm cannon. I know that I,
and others in my squadron, scored many direct
hitzs on targetz as =small as trucka and
barracks-type buildings, and accuracy went up
accordingly (62:Januarv/February 1982:4).

Equally important as the missions themselves was the
intelligence gathered during each sortis. Many of the ranking
Chindits flew on the B-25 missions to locate and evaluate jungle
clearings for possible use during the invasion. Agsisting them

was a small detachment, the 10th Combat Camera Unit, using
hand-held cameras.

Lacking facilities in which to proecess film, the commander,
1Lt Charles L. Russhon {Charley Vanilla in Milton Caniff's comic
strip {6Z2:April 1881:5)}, WS fTorced to improvise. He
accomplished his task by deveéloping pictures at night 1in  the
open. To keep the area dark, a sentry stood guard on the road

leading to the camp. A nearby well furnished the necessary water
{48:5).

In addition te the pictures, pilots reperted enemy defenses,
troop movements, and noted supply lines, This infermation, when
combined with the aerial photographs, would be used by Gen

Wingate’'s staff tc plan for his proposed offensive, named
Operation THURSDAY.

As Operation THURSDAY neared, the 5318th Provision Init was
set for action. The organization had mushroomed from a 1light
Plane coperation into a sizeable assault force. As it grew, the
concept of mission support changed alsa. The use of gliders was a
Prime example. Originally included for resupply, Col Cachran
rroposed they be used ta air transport one of Gen HWingate’s
brigades. Later, the idea of building a fortified airstrip was
advanced, and the mission of the #gliders changed accordingly. By
8 March the training was over, and the 5318th Provisional Unit
(Air) waz poised to fulfill its part of the Quadrant Confsrence
Plan. The next step, the Allied invasion of Burma, would test Gen
Arnold’s dream. But even up te the scheduled launch, events
Indicated the execution of Cperation THURSDAY was in jeopardy.
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Chapter Four

THORSDAY: THE SOLUTION

Throughout the time the 5318th Provisional Unit waSs
training, BSoutheast Asia Ceommand was developing alternative
actions that were not in accord with the Quadrant plan., Adm
Mountbatten proposed several operations to the Allied strategic
planning staff: BULLFROG, an attack on Akyab Island: CULVERIN, an
assault on Bumatra; PIGSTICK, a landing on the Mayu Peninsula:
BUCCANEER, an amphibious offensive on the Andaman Islands in the
Bay of Bengal; TARZAN, +the airborne capture of the Indaw
airfield; and fipally, AXIOM, a scaled down version of the
"dusty” ANAKIM plan (ll:Appendix 30), All were either disapproved
cr abandoned. Brigadier Derek D. C. Tullech, Gen Wingate’s Chief
of Btaff, beceme convinced Adm Mountbatten did not want the
missicn to be conducted (27:175-176}.

Col Cochran felt otherwise, but did note some clumsy
attempts to misdirect his unit. During the early part of January
1944, Gen Stilwell had attempted to conscript the 5318th
Provisional Unit into his camp. After a clarifying letter from
Gen Arnold, that idea was scotched, but other CBI units attempted
to draw off Col Cochran’s resources. Finally, Col Cochran
produced a letter from Gen Arnold to aAdm Mountbatten with +the
salutation "Dear Dickie.” In the correspondence, Gen Arnold
Pointedly stated he intended no other use for Col Cochran’s unit
than to support Gen Wingate. Col Cochran later stated Adm
Mountbatten was not at fault; instead, it was the Adnmiral’s staff
that was constantly trying to absorb the airplanes, men, and

materiel of +the 5318th Provisional Unit into existing SEAC
organizations {(56:188-196).

For whatever reason, under whomever’s direction, the net
result of these activities was evident. Adm Mountbatten had lost
the support of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s Chinese Army, Gen
Slim’s 14th Corps was not committed to the invasion, and M3en
Wingate was irate (27:1B6). Apart from Gen Wingate’s own 18th
Brigade, only Gen Stilwell was advancing inte Burma, Even Gen
Hingate’'s hand was involved in thisz assault. Aszsisting Gen
Stilwell wers two American LRP units trained by Gen Wingate;
25tablished ag the 5307tk Provisional Unit, they were more
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commonly known as Merrill‘s Marauders. Originally intended tao

augment the Chindits, Gen Wingate had released the Marauders to
Gen Stilwell in January {27:164).

By 4 February, Gen S5tilwell was marching down the Hukawng
Yalley when Gen Wingate received orders that indicated his
mission had been changed to the following:

{1) To help the advance of Gen Stilwell’s combat  troops by
drawing off and disorganizing the eneny forces opposing
them and by preventing the reinforcement of the enemy
forces,

{2) To create a favorable situation for Chinese forces to
advance Westwards,

{3) To inflict the maximum confusion, damage, =and loss on
the enemy forces in North Burma (27:188}.

As in the first Chindit operation, Gen Wingate was agalin being
sent into Burma without a major offensive or a strategdic
objective.

First considering resignation, Gen Hingate scon learned
through intelligence information the Japanese were massing troops
for an invasion of India. He then realized the Japanezse would
provide the frontal action needed, so he recanted and continued
Planning Operation THURSDAY (27:169). In doing so0, Gen Wingate
cemmitted Col Cochran's corganization to Operation THURSDAY and to
Special Force until the monscons began. '

The plan for the Allied invasion of Burma, WaSs
straightforward. Under cover of darkness, two small columns of
Gen Wingate's Special Force, airborne engdineers, ard air
transportable equipment would be moved by gliders into selected I
Jungle clearings near Katha, Engineers would then Prepare landing
strips during the day, and transport planses would bring 1in the
remainder of the Chindits on succeeding nights {(41:Memorandum for
Gen Giles from John R. Alison, 10 Aprii 1944:2). Despite its
seening simplicity, during the Planning, preparation, and
execution of the plan, adjustments +o Operation THBURSDAY were
constantly required,

Before SEAC published the ocperating procedures of the
mission, the fluid situation around the Indo-Burmese border
brought about the first changes. Prior to D-Day, the commandos
were scheduled to tow 52 gliders to the area of Tamu to test the
plan. The majority of the operation would then be launched from
this forward locatkion. Unfortunately, in wview of possible
Japanese activity in the area, the idea of using Tamu was
discarded. Denied the use of this base meant the mission would
have to be conducted from Lalaghat, Haillakandi, and Tulihal
{Imphal), requiring the Dakotas to olimb to 3,000 feet over the
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Imphal plateau and eross the the Chin Hills before heading into

Burma (Hl1:2). When the revised plan was finhlized, the impact of
the additional altitude requirement was not fully recognized.

zen Wingate released the operating orders for THUORSEDAY on 29
February. The plan stated on 5 March, (-47 Dakotas would tow 40 "
gliders each to Broadway (24-45N 96-45E) and Picecadilly (24-289NW
96—-46HE), two Jjungle clearings named after the major streets of
New York City and London. Tekeoff time was set for 1700 s0 the
pathfinder gliders would reach the objective areas Jjust after
dark. The main force would takeoff 40 minutes later with the
interval between takeoffs being one minute apart (48:9).

The units involved were from hoth British and American
organizations. British Brigadier Michael Calvert’s 77th Brigade
would provide the troops for D-Day; DBrigadier W. D, A
Lentaigne’s 1llth Brigade would be injected into combat +three
days later. The 3rd Wesat African Brigade, 14th Brigade, and 23+d
Brigade would be held in reserve and releassed as the situation
dictated, Beven air force units were +to provide aireraft and
crews——-the 5318th Provisional Unit (USAAF), 315th Troop Carrier
Squadron (USAAF), 27th Troop Carrier Squadron (USAAF), 3Jlst

Squadron {(RAF), 62nd Saquadron (RAF), 117th Squadron (RAF), and
184th Squadron {(RAF) {(50:1).

The 5318th Provisional Unit would spearhead the airborne
requirements. Based on the double tow experience of his (©-47
crews, Cochran recommended all 26 of his transport pilots be
designated alircraft commanders for the mizsion. With SOome
reluctance, Gen Qld sdreed to s=upply the remaining requirement
for 13 alrecraft and 13 co-pllots, In additicn to the Dakeotas and
Wacos, four days before the missicon, UC-64 Norsemen were added to
airdrop 1,000 pounds of concertina wire and cother material needed
to establish strongholds at Piccadilly and Broadway (50:2).

The mission was projected to continue for seven days., The
second and third days, & and 7V March, were dedicated +to
airlanding the Chindits at Broadway and Picecadilly airfields. On
B March, the lllth Brigade would be towed to Chowringhee (23-57H
96-24E), =a clearing south of the Shweli River named for
Calecutta’s major thoroughfare. Duplicating +the procedures at

Broadway and Picecadilly, the entire operation was to be completed
by 11 March (51:9),

A fourth clearing, Templecombe {approxXximately 23-48H
H6-10E}), was also to he used, but the procedures varied from +the
cthers. Intended for a very small unit, Dah Foree, the strip was
to be cleared by native Burmese labor under the supervision of a
fpecial operations agent (51:7). The date and time of the glider
lift to Templecoube was flexible; the mission would be cued by a
signal that Templecombe was secured. As events were to prove, the
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execution of the entire Operation THURSDAY plan Was a
demonstration in flexibility, )

The day of the misslon, Air Marshall Baldwin, senior air
commander in SEAC, sent the signal that weather conditions were
right and Operation THURSDAY was on. Lalaghat waz +teeming with
activity as loud speakers barked out instructions. Tow
ropeg-—each 300 feet long, 11/15 inches in diameter, with enough
nylon for 30,000 pair of hose--were stretched out across the
ground {67:-—-). Col Cochran and Gen Windate would stay behind
that night, but many of the others would participate. Cnl Alison,
with a bare minimum of £lider flights, would pilot a CG-44 to
FPiccadilly; Lt Col Olson was headed toward Breoadway with the
communications gear; and Capt Taylor would fly the lead glider
{48:11). Most of the SEAC staff was present. Adm Mountbatten was
abgsent, recovering from an eye injury, but Gen Slim, Air Marshall
Baldwin, Gen Stratemeyer, and Gen 0Old were on hand {(47:18).

This entire command structure would be called on when the
sudden necessity for change occurred during the execution phase.
While Gen Wingate busily directed activities out of a tent at the
west end of the runway, Col Cochran, on a hunch, ordered Lt
Russhon to take last-minute photeographs of the clearings from a
B-25 (48:9). Later, nearing scheduled departure tinme, the
solemnity of the operation was brought home when the escape kit
was 1ssusd--590 silver rupees and a small block of ocpium (34:21).
Col Cochran added +to +the moment by concluding his mission
briefing saying, "Nothing you’ve ever done, nothing vou're ever
going to do, counts now. Only the next few hour=s. Tonight you are
going to find your souls.” (35:9) Fifteen minutes prior to
scheduled takeoff time, a light plane flew into Lalaghat with Lt
Russhon abcard. With wet print hlow-ups of Piccadilly, Broadway,
and Chowringhee, he rushed to show them to Col Cochran and Cal
Alison. Broadway and Chowringhee were clear, untouched since +the
last look, but Piccadilly was scattered with logs in a somewhat
regular pattern. Two days before, it had been clear. The pattern
effectively made Piccadilly a potential death trap for g£liders!

(21:226-227; 48:9-10) The commanders gathered round the photos to
discuss the implications and options.

Two plausible arguments were offered to explain the
conditiens at Piceadilly. First, the Japanese may have penetrated
the plan. If this wers true, then Broadway and Chowringhee mnay
have been left open as a trap. The second reason given involwved
the previous Chindit operation. Piccadilly was the same clearing
which British Maj Scott had used in 1943 to air evacuate his men.
aince photographs of the area had been published in the 28 June
1943 edition of Life magazine, the Japanese did not necessarily
have to know about the mission. If they had felled the treeg, the
Japanese may have done so for precauticnary measures. The latter
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was accepted as most probahble (21:226). Hindsight later =howed
the condition was +the result of Burmese teakwood Farmers.
hegardless of the cause, Piccadilly was ruled out.

The most loginal snlution was to  transfer +the Picradilly
troops to Chowringhee; however, it was not the bhest under +he
circumstances. Brigadier Calvert opposed this recommendation
hecause the Shwell River ran between the two landing zones, thus
cutting his brigade in half {(51:4). The commandesrs ruled out
cancellation becauze of the negative effect on morale. Airlifting
the entire bridades to cone location was the only other option. Gen
Slim reduced the reauirements to 60 gliders and committed the
entive mission to Broadway. Col Cochran tock the responsibility
for breaking the news to the C-47 and OG-4A crews previously
ticketed for Picecadilly. With typical aplomb, Gen S51lim wrote, "He
sprang on the bonnet of a jeep, *Say fellers,’ he announced,
'we've got a better place to go to!’”  (21:228B-229%Y For such a
major decision to be made, the British and American commahders
delayed the mission only 72 minutes.

Az the first C-47 with two gliders in tow l1lifted off at
18312, the mission was now out of the hands of Gen Wingate and Col
Cochran; it belonfed to the Dakota crews, the glider pilots, and
the forgotten [C-E4 section.

For the C-47 aircraft commanders and glider pilots, the
climbout phase was an indication of future problems. Each O-47
Pilot was te fly a left-hand box pattern to achieve altitude. The
procedure was to hold runway heading for two minutes, turn left
for another minute, then left for a base leg of four minutes,
left for another minute, and finally left again to fly back over
the field. If the Dakota was at or above 2,500 feet while passing
over the runway, the pilot continued o Broadway. Some pilots
experienced a lower climb rate than anticipated esnd hed to circle
over Lalaghat. As this happened, Lt Ulery related, he barely
avoided a mid-air collision (68:—-).

Hnfortunately, additional glider-related problems occurred
during the climb to cruise altitude. Four gliders crashed shortly
after takecff; two were cut loogse over Lalaghat when their Dakota
developed electrical problems; and two more were released over
Imphal when their "tug”™ experienced such high fuel ceonsumption
that Broadway was unattainable (50:3). All eight of these g£liders
landed west of the Chindwin.

For the others, there were problems after crossind the Chin
Hills-~tow ropes began to fail. Col Cochran later described the
difficulties to Gen Arnold:

The moon was almost full but was partially
offset by bad haze conditions. Gliders wers
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overloaded, average gross load for each
&£lider beaing approximately g,000 lbs.
{Technical Data limited &ross weight with
cargo to 7,500 pounds (67:—3] .... Most of
the difficulties were encountered after y
altitudes of above 8,000 ft. had been reached
and mountain ranges and turbulent air had )
been creossed. As the tow planes started their
descent poor wvisibility over +the Chindwin
area and the tendency of gliders to overrun
the tow plane {accentuated by heavy loeads)
created a surgding of the gliders which was
extremely difficult for the pilots. In the
worst cases the tow ropes broke. Thea part in
the ropes invariably was caused when both
£liders surded at the same time and the shock

of the tow rope was teken up simultanecuszsly
by the one lead rope (49:8).

A total of nine gliders were lost east of the Chindwin. It Col
Clson was abcocard one of those gliders, as were Maj Richard W.
Boebal, intelligence officer; Capt Weldon Q. Murphy, a medical
officer; and cthers. The treks back ta safety for the downed
crews were marked by the heroism of one of the glider mechanics.
During a crossing of the Chindwin River, Cpl WNienaber, a
non-swinmmer, was swept away from Maj Boebel’s escape party by the
strongd currents. Rather than call for help and possibly give away
the group’s positicn to Japanese patrals, he gilently
drowned--grimly determined not to utter a scund (25:239; 48:18).

aeven of the nine crews eventually made the harrowing Jjourney
back to India or on to Broadway {(42:5).

By coincidence, thse gliders seemed to go down near Japanese
headquarters. Two gliders landed in the immediate vicinity of the
31lat Divisional Headgquarters, two more landed near 165th
Divisional Headguarters, and three gliders close to the
Fegimental Headquarters area. The Japanese interpreted +these
landings as raiding parties in support of Gen Blim’'s 4th Corps
(951:5)., Serendipitously, the tow rope problem had created =a
diversion. BSEAC reported, "It is probable that this ‘diversion
assisted for over a week in keeping Japanese attention focussed
[sic] away from the area of the main landing=s...” (58:87)

I The problems encountered by the gliders at Broadway were not
so fortultous. By 2200, Capt Taylor, in the lead Hlider, touched
down on Broadway and the Chindits fanned out +to intercept any
Japanese {51:4). There were none, Capt Taylor ordered the green
flare lit and rositioned the smudge pots. As the succeeding
Bllders eatablished themselves on thes 1lights, the pilots cut
loose at 1,000 feet and bedan their descent toward Broadway. The

extrema overweight conditions caused the glider’s approach speed
to be much higher than planned.
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The resulting landings were unpredictable and hazardous. The
second Waco pilot had to crash land his CG-4A +to aveid hitting
Capt Taylor’s glider, while Col Alison, third into the clearing,
landed without incident. Col Alison immediately took over command
af Broadway. A gquick ingpection of the ground showed the strip
was not as suitable for the assault as photograrhs had zshown. The
clearing was traversed with deepr ruts from dragged teakwood
trees., Tree trunks and water buffalo holes were also masked from
aerial photographs by tall elephant grass (14:11). With gliders
thoudh, there was no way to turn them back. When they touched
down, the speeding gliders caromed off the +tree stumps and
furrows, ripping off landing dear and smashing to a atop. Without
landing gear, the men could not move the ecrippled gliders out of
the path of the incoming waves {61:74}. One Waco pilot, 1Lt
Donald E. Seese, avolded a disaster by "jumping” his glider over
an lnert tangle of canvas, steel, and wood (63:--).

Te mitigate the congestion, Caol Alison and his mern
rearranded the smudge pots to disperse the landings. The glider
assault continued as pairs of gliders plummeted toward the
interior of the diamond. For Col Alison, the pace wag sxhausting;
after each pair landed, the pots were repositicned. Most gliders
touched down within the landing zone; two did not. Thev underszhaot
the fleld and erashed in the jungle, killind all on board;
included on one of those gliders was the commander of the
engineers, Lt Cazey (48:5). Medical Officer, Capt Donald C.
Tulloch began treating the wounded during the on-going assaunlt
while other personnel tried to extricate trapped men frem the
twisted wreckage. Complicating Col Alison’s problems was an
inability to communicate with Col Ceochran and Gen Hingate in
India; his one radio was damaged during landing (52:10).

Back at Lalaghat, the launch of Dakotas had been followed by
a 10-ship formation of UC-64 aircraft., Not adegquately equipped
for night flying, the wing airplanes soon lost wvisual contact
with lead. Unfortunately, members of the flight had been briefed
to simply stay in formation and follow. Capt Wagner and his crew
chief, SS5gt Felix C. Lockman, Jr.,, became separated from the
others; they continued the misszion but were unable to locate the
objective area. Returning to India and running low on fuel, they
were forced to make an emergency landing at an unknown strip.
Luckily it was held by the British. Another UC-84 did not reach
Broadway because the crew had not been prorperly briefed about the
change of landing sites. When they lost sight of the - formation,
2Lt Fred H. Van Wagner and Capt Leon R. McMullen flew on to
Piceadilly., Seeing no lights, they turned back, not dropping
their stores. They too ran short of fuel. Unable +o locate
Lalaghat because of similar navigation radio frequencies in the
area, the two pilots had to bail out (85:--). In total, only two
free-fall bundles were dropred near Broadway, and this portion of
Operation THURSDAY was considered a failure {48:12)
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Meanwhile, the Dakotaz had begun returning to Lalaghat
slightly later than 2300; after a limited debrief, the crews
prepared to fly again. Based on the tow rope difficulties, Gen
01d recommended crews no longer pull twoe gliders. Believing
double +ow still feasible, Col Cochran launched some Dakotas with
two Wacos in trail, but after reconsidering, he agread to cut
back to single tow (50:3}). Including those released in the Assam
area, a total of 63 gliders were dispatched to Broadway.

Finally, at 0227 on the morning of 6 March, Cel Cochran and
Gen Wingate received a coded messadge from Broadway (5l1l:4}).
Repairs to the damaged radio set had been slow and risky.
Periodically dodging the incoming gliders or falling tow linses,
the compunication specialist worked feverishly to make it
operable. Finally able to transmit for a iimited time, the single
code word, "SOYA-LINK," was sent. Before the missiocn, Brigadier
T™illoch had established only two code words, "PORK-SAUSAGE"” and
"S0YA-LINK, " for the mission. The former would indicate all was
well: the latter, named for a meat substitute hated by thea
British, meant trouble—-no more gliders should be dispatched. Due
to atmospheric conditions, the message was not received directly
from Broadway. Passed throudgh two intermediaries, Col Cochran and
Gen Wingate oould not know the circumstances at Broadway.
Brigadier Tullecch wrote, “Those at Lalaghat had a mental picture

of parties of men in close contact
with an undetermined number of
enemy. " {51:4-5) They assumed the
landing field was under attack!
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| Wrestling with the situation,
ol Cochran ultimately decided to
recall the second wave. When the
A recall was broadcast, all aireraft
except one responded. The Dakota
that continued had a glider tow of
engineering equlipment.

An exhausted and discouraged
Col Alison was almost asleep when
he heard the last gliders release.
Te Col Alison’s horrer, the glider
flew beyond the landing field and
prangded between two trees. The
noise of the crash was deafening;

the 31 lence that followed,
faoreboding. Col Alison was sure
i Bveryone on board was dead;
however, he wWas wrongd .

duspiciously, the pilot had rigded
the bulldozer to the hinged nose
of the glider. As the equipment

Fig. 20 CE-#A with visor raised
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broke its mooring and shot forward, the visor raised the pilots
ouk of the way as the bulldozer ecleared. When the nosse slammed
shut, the only mishap was a breken thumb to the pilot--the
cquilipment waa not even damaged. Significantly, on board the last
glider wag ZLt Brackett of the airborne engineers, a man who

would play an influential rcole in the completion of Broadway
{(E0:87).,

When dawn brought slivers of light to the darkness of the
Jungle o¢laaring at Broadway, the losses +to personnel and
egulpment became a grim reality. In all, 37 Wacps had arrived;
almozt all, 34 gliders, were damaged and could pneot be towed out
{H1l-Appendix E)Y. The injuries to perzsonnhel were not as bad as
originally thought; only 33 werese injured severely enough +o
require evacuation. Fortunately, the ounber killed was also low,
much lower than Col Alison had anticipated. A total of 31 men
were originally reported killed- -4 Americans and 27 Chindits
(6i:76). Later this figure was reduced to a total of 24. The
number dead was almost teotally comprised of the personnel in  the
twi gliders which crashed into the jungle; only four persons were
actually killed on Broadway (H1:4). A simple grave was dug in the
trees at the eddge of the cleasring and a Burmese chaplain held a
eulogy for the lost comradesz in arms.

Balanced against the losses were the accomplishments, During
the night, Gen Wingate’'s staff figured 539 persconnel, 3 mules,
and 29,972 pounds of stores were delivered to Breoadway (48:12).
Capt Taylor’'s report showed a total glider payload of 221,648
prounds on the nanifests {49:27). These figures did not include
the zupplemental supplies added by the Chindits that never
appeared on any official documents, nor did it reflect the
changes o the loading plan because of Fieccedilly., Col Aligon
later attested to the fact that Gen Wingate’'s figures were
somewhat in error. While he had been frantically directing the
glider landings and running from one snudge pot to  another, a

Chindit had offered him the uze of a horse flown in on a Waoco
glider! ({(83:--)

At 0530 on 6 March, Brigadier Calvert waz able to det =a
message through requesting evacuation planes for the injured. Maj
Hebori quickly responded by launching nine L-1 Vigilants, one
from Tamu and eight from Taro, and =ix L-5 Sentinels from Taro,
Fiying at tree—top level, the light planes arrived over Broadway
by early morning. They planned to stay and operate out of this
forward base. Rather than expose all the light planes to the
enemy, only six patients were actually evacuated that day. The
remainder would be airlifted aboard a C-47 when the airfield was
finished {61:77).

Alison, seeing the mass of +twisted gliders and wndulated
surface, talked to the surviving engineering officer about
preparing the strip. Asked how long it would take to make an
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Fig, 21 Wreckage at Broadway {notz log io foreqroundl

airfield, Lt Brackett replied, "If I have it done by this
afternoon will that be too late7?” [(39:4) And he did it! Fersonnel
not needed eslsewhere were put on the Job. Using manual labor and
the undamaged equipment, the men began filling the ruts and flat-
tening the ground. Improvising with teakwood logs beoetween trac-
tors to make crude graders, engineers began to level the field,

Finally. at 1000 zen HWingdate established direct
communications with PBrigadier Calvert at Broadway., The 77th
Brigade commander informed Gen Wingate and Col Cochran the field
was securea, they had been unopposed by Japanese, and the airfield
should be resdy to receive transport planes by nightfall {(51:53).
Gen Wingate was beside himself with relief and joy! By 1630, the
good news was better. A report was forwarded, saying by evening a
4, 700-foot strip would be completed and lit (50:3).
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The first flight of six Dakotas tookoff at 1730 with Gen
Wingate aboard and Gen Old in the lead airplane. Told to approach
from the South, Gen 0ld cho=se too land from +the North due to
traffic. He reported the field was narrow but useable, Troop
Carrier Command sent 62 C-47 sorties into Broadway that night,
departing from both Lalaghat and Hailakandi {50:3). Col Alizon
related that Broadway was as busy as any civilian alrport,
runctuating his remark with “LaGuardia haz nothing on us. "
(2:182) The only accident reported was to two RAF transports: the
danage was gslight and the planes were flown out twa days later.

With the good news about Broadway, Gen Wingate decided +to
move the 111th Brigade into Chowringhee two days earlier than
planned. Based aon the previous night’s experience, ol Cochran
approved sindle tow cperations and prepared 12 0-4% Dakotas for
the Jjeb. Like the assault on Broadwsy, +the first gliders
contained Chindits and engineers. All made it to destination;
however, one Waco overshot the clearing, killing &all on hboard,.
That glider also contained the only bulldozer slated for
Chowringhee (50:3),

Flans for the following day were bazed on landing transports
at Chowringhee the night of 7 March 1944, That day, at about
1200, Lt Col Gaty. commander at Chowringhee, radiced that without
the bulldozer, the strip would not be prepared on schedule. Col
Cochran immediately dispatched a C-47 <o (Calcutta +to obtain
anocther bulldozer. The locad was transferred to a giider which
departed for Chowringhee at 2100. At Breadway, Col Alison haed
also responded by loading one of his bulldozers on a serviceable
glider. A C-47 then towed the load to Chowrindghee, arriving by
2100, It was still estimated the strir would not be available
until after midnight (50:4).

The delayed preparation of Chowringhee required ol Cochran
Lo change plans again, diverting some C-47 sorties to Broadway
until Lt Col Gaty was ready. Without Japanese resiatance, the
landing strip at Broadway was being improved during the day.
Bazed on handling 18 ajireraft per hour, Col CUochran ultimately
launched 32 C-47 aircraft to Broadway that night. At 2330 the
code word “ROORKEE" was received indicating Chowringhee was
serviceable for C-47 Dakotas. A 6-ship wave was airborne for
Chowringhee by 0029, By the time 24 Dekotas had taken off,
Chowringhees reported thet only 2,700 feet were lit and approved
for use. With 4,500 feet reguired for night operations, Brigadier
Tulloch issued the recall order {51:5-8}). Qf the seven which did
not return, none experienced landing difficulties {5H0:4}).

Even while the airlift into Broadway was being conducted,
the men of Col Cochran’s azsault foree were Prowling Burma
looking for the Japanese Air Force. No Japanesse action was
observed until 8 March when intelligence discoversd the enemy was
massing airceraft in the Shwebo area of Central Burma. Leciding to

o6




aprm each aircraft with a single 500-pound bomb, Lt Col Mahoney
led a Zl-plane fighter sweep OvVer the enemy airfield at Anisakan,
Burma, Discovering about 17 fighters on the ground, Mahoney’s
formation attacked. After droppindg thelr bombs and auxiliary fuel
panks on anti-alircraft positions, the Mustang pillots set up a
strafing pattern, makKing as many as pight or nine passes (80:10}.

On the way back to Hailakandi, Lt Col Mahoney led his flight
over the airfields of Onbauk and Shwebo. There the formation
found about 60 aircraft--fighters, bombers, transports, and
trainers--in the process of landing or already on the Hround.
Instructed to £o for the bombers, the Mustands duplicated the
procedures used in the raid at Anisakan. Diving on the airfields,
the assault force continued to make iterative passes until all
their ammunition was spent (B0:1Q).

The pilots in the formation had used their bullets wisely.
Destroved on the £round at all the airfields were 27 fighters, 7
bombers, and 1 transport; in the air, the Mustang section added
another fighter (52:Appendix D:3). As he departed +the area, Lt
Col Mahoney alsrted the Thomber saotion at Hailakandi to be
prepared to launch when the fighters returned {60:10}.

Hithin 45 minutes of landing, Lt Cogl Smith, whe had been
flving a P-51, changed planes and flew back to the Onbauk and
chwebo area in a B-25H. Reaching the fields at 2000, the
Mitchells pattern-bombed the revetments with fragmentation and
incendiary loads, claiming an additional 12 aircraft. Before
leaving, Lt Col Smith made canncon/machine gun passes and reported
buildings, dasoline trucks, and an nAil =torage depot on Tfire
{52:Annex C).

During the one day, the asgault force had destroyed =& total
af 45 enemy aircraft. One squadron of fighters and 12 bombers
accounted for more than 40 percent of all the Japanese aircraft
destroved by the Allies in the CBI during the month of March
[(BO:10Q; 5:511). Gen Stratemeyer stated, "In one mission [the unit
has] obliterated nearly one-fifth of the known Japanese air force

in Burma.” (60:2% March 1944:8) Intelligence reports also
acknowledged the importance of ths raid to Operation THURSDAY by
observing +the mission 7...no doubt nulliffied] enemy A1y

opposition te the original fly-in." {(53:4)

With this assistance, the operations continued into
Chowringhee and Broadway. By 9 March 1944, Gen Wingate decided
the location and capacity of Broadway exceeded the value of
Chowringhee. Therefore, he sent Brigadier Tulloch to Burma to
detail the planned evacuation with the 11lth Brigade Commander,
Brigadier Lentaigne. The evacuation of Chowringhee was completed
by 06800 on the following day——~Jjust in time; the Japanese bombed
the strip of wrecked gliders at 1300 (&1:6). With the emphasis
now on Broadway, Gen Wingate poured 1in men and material. The
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gignal from Templecombe was not received by 11 March, so Gen
Windate transferred Dah Force from Waco gliders ta Dakotas and
flew them inte Broadway (51:7). There was still no Japahese

cpposition against Broadway when Operation THURSDAY was comnp leted
on 11 March.

Figures compiled from varicus sources indicate the magnitude
of THURSDAY, For the entire operation, the following table
indicates the amount of men, animals, and equirment alrlifted.

Location Personnel Horses Mules Height aof Stores
Broadway 7,023 iz 854 444,218 pounds
Chowringhee 2,029 43 289 64,865 pounds

Grand Total g, 053 175 1,283 500, 083 pounds

o —

Table | Dperation THURGDAY Sumsary

Of these figures, the 5319th Provisicnal Unit {AiT) wasg
responsible for 2,038 personnel, 18 horses, 138 mules, and
104,681 pounds of stores., Inecluding the glider dispatched from
Broadway, a total of BO gliders were launched—83 to Broadway and
17 to Chowringhee. Personnel sent to the two strips by £lider
totalled 971. The C-47 effort, which included Troop Carrier

Command and RAF flights, amcounted to 579 sorties (48:14; 49:Annew
3; 50:4), :

Although these are impressive figures, +the most momentous
feature of the operation was the establishment of an airfield and
the delivery of fresh troops more than 200 miles behind enemy
lines. For the first time in military history, the backbone of an
lnvasion was airpower. Az soon as +the Chindits landed, they
formed columns and disapreared into the shadcowed jungles, Their
Purpose was to strandle the supply lines of the Japanese by
contralling choke points. As they stalked thair way across the
jungle floor, the 3rd Indian Division would continue to call on
Col Cochran’s men to be their artillery armada for cloas air
support, their umbilical cord for supplies, and their airborne
ambulances for the evacuation of casualties.
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D 5

Chapter Five

AIRPOWER: THE APPLICATION

As elements of the 3rd Indian Division arrived at Broadway
during Operation THURSDAY, they formed into columns and set oub
into separate areas of Northern Burma. Brigadier Calvert’s 77th
Brigade drove west toward the railroad line between Mandalay and
the enemy airfield at Myitkyina. Hear Mawlu, the brigade was to
establish a roadblock and keep supplies from reaching Gen
5tilwell’s opposition in the Hukawng Valley, +the Japenese 18th
Division. Brigadier Lentaigne’s 111th Brigade was to puzh
west—southwest toward Wunthe to ecut off Japanese replacements
going north by rail and road (4:26-27). Brigadier Fergusson’s
Brigade, exhausted from the +trek across +the Chin Hills, was
expected to capture the Nippon supply hub of Indaw before the
monsaons. There, Gen Wingate hoped to use the two all-weather
enemy airfields of Indaw East and Indaw West (11:218;
27:813-218). A fourth LRP unit was alsc injected into Burma; Gen
Wingate committed his reserve Jrd West African Brigede to
Broadway for gdarrison support {(2:110-111).

Col Cochran end Gen Wingate agreed to retain Broadway as a
SUFPly site and a harbor for the 1light planes. HNorsemen and
Dakotas kept the flow of supplies going intoc the heartland of
Burma at night through this airfield. Approximately 30 light
planes operated daily out of this behind-the-line bastion, and
the strip also served the lst Air Commando Group (officially ag

of 29 March 1944) as an emergency airfield (48:15; B0:9).
Strategically, Broadway was invaluable.

On 13 March, two days after the completion of Operation
THURSDAY, Japanese fighters finally found Broasdway and tried +o
dizslodge the air commandos. Gen Wingate had anticipated the
problem by positiconing RAF Spitfires, as well as P-51A Mustangs,
on the field, but the fighters proved tooc wvulpnerable to enemny
attacks, The air attacks occurred almost daily: rersonnel
casualties were low but radic equipment, an early warning radar
set, and a few light planes were damaged {(48:15). Nevertheless,
the jungle citadel remained firmly in the hands of the Allies.
Later, Japanese ground forces engaged Col Claude Rome and his
Chindit garrison troops; however, they were repulsed. Like
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frustrated children, the Japanese slashed at, the canvas skin of
the light planes with bayonets before receding inte the jungle
(68:--). The airfield was never overrun and was protected enough
to eventually include maintenance shops, a hospital, a small
garden, and even a chicken farm! {16:115)

Meanwhile, the Chindits were being supplied by Troop Carrier
Command. Constantly reconnoitering the aree for possible drop
zones, the brigades literally lived and functiocned from one drop
to another, When Gen Wingate’s troops passed a message fto India
that a clearing was available, C-47 Dakcotas would be scheduled to
Lakeoff after dark and fly to the coordinates £iven. As they
neared the site, the Dakota pilots searched far an L-shaped row
of lights to pinpoint the Chindit position (12:167). This was
alweys a critical time because of the exposure of the {-4% and
special Farce,

At firzt, all drops were made using parachutes, but resylts
were spotty. The Chindits reported laads landing anywhers near
the zone to soms distance away because of winds., Finally, +to
lessen the drift effect, only delicate Jloads were rigged with
chutes; the remainder were pushed out the door to free fall to
the awaiting +troops below V12:168). The supvlies contained
anything and everything consumable for +the brigades—-food,
ammunition, and medicine. Special Force would then gather ths
stores and disappear into the undergrowth,

Although the supply drops were normally conducted at night,
the light plane functions reguired actions during bread daylight.
Frecautionary measures were necesgary. If *the Chindits had
injuries, casualties, or Jungle sicknesses, they requested
evacuation support, provided the location of a suitable clearing,
and established an arrival +time. To locate the ever-moving
brigades, the light plane pilots (commonly called L-pilots)
instituted a signal system to assure positive identification.
Codes were tried and soon abandoned except when used in
conjungtion with map coordinates and time ocver target; decoding
caused response time to be too slow and ragquired centralized
control. In short order, satisfactory results were attained by
using aerial mosaic photographs and getting aside one frequency,
4530 kHz, for all ground-to-air radio traffic (§2:11). Combhining .
the mosaics and direct communication, a Chindit RAF liaison
officer could describe ground locations from the perspective of
the pilot flying overhead., As g final precaution, before
attempting to land or drop supplies, the L-pilots also locked for
predetermined visual signals such as "Very" flares, smoke, or
panels {(52:9),

Unlike the debilitating effect on the 1943 LEP expedition,
treatment of casualties by this time tecame =& sSource of high
morale. Under normal clrcunstances, the wounded were brought back
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to Broadway and transferred to a UC-64 Norsemen or a C-47 Dakota.
When a soldier required immediate attention, the L-pilots would
fly directly to hospitals in India if possible. Also, the air
commando UC-64 pilots augmented the L-series planes by flying to
larger clearings to evacuate up to 10 litter patients at a +time
(65:--). Even though the L-1 was supposed to only carry a maximum
of three patients, Chindits reported it was not uncommon to see a
¥igilant stagder skyward with five to seven casualties on  board
(68:--). Col Alison later gave a testimonial to the effectiveness
of the commando air evacuation effort by saying, “"A man could bse

wounded anywhere in the battle area and that night he would be in
a hogpital in India."” (38:8)

It was not long before the air commandos recognized the
versatility of the L-53 BSentinel; they expanded the role
accordingly. Husbanding the L-1 Vigilants for air evacuation, the
l1ight plane section found a number of uses for the ubiguitous
L-%. Often these aircraft were the vital backup supply link +to
the stealthy Chindits. Rigging 75-pound parachute packs +to the
bomb racks, the Sentinels made emergency airdrops of ammunition
or food to brigades who had been wmissed during normal C-47
resupply missions. In addition to dropping supplies, the pilots
used their imagination to develop new appliecations for the light
rPlanes. The following are exemples of functions Uultimately
performed by Sentinels in support of Special Force:

Transporting headquarters personnel,

Dropping medical supplies,

Landing replacements,

Evacuating prisoners of war,

Transporting glider personnel,

Making reconnaissance flights,

Returning captured documents and material,
Transporting official orders,

Delivering mail,

Gathering intelligence informaticn, and
Spotting tardets for the assault sections {59 :Report of
Alr Marshall Baldwin on Operation THURSDAY:5).
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Never before used on this scale or in this fashion, the light
planes performed spectacularly (53:6). Early in the operation,
Gen Wingate expressed his appreciation of the L-pilots by saying,
"Without you men and your aircraft, this campaign could not have
hoped to be a guccess. ™ (54:5)

Bouyed by the actions of the air commandos, Gen Wingate felt
contident about his air power theory. By the third week of March,
the Chindits were crouched in four locations preparing to leap on
the logistic tail of +the Japanese dragon. While wailting for
Special Force to deploy, the P-51A Mustangs and B-25H Mitchells
had roamed the skies of Northern Burma striking supply liaes,
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because the supply hub now played a major role in the HNippon
stratedic plans for the conquest of India (4:289).

A= the Chindits were being flown into Burma during Operation
THURZEDAY, Lt Gen Renya Mutaguchi, commander of the Japanese 15th
Army, launched his own invasion. It was a 3-pronged attack into
India called Operation U-GO. The Japanese 33rd Division advanced
from south of Tamu; the 15th Diwvision, from east of Imphal; and
the Jlst Division, through the Tuza Gap east of Kohima. The
Japanese 18th Division in the Hukawng Valley was =also involved;
they were to block Gen Stilwell’s Chinese troops from Joining in
the fight (55:48-49). The genesiszs of the plan could he traced to
Operation LONGCLOTH. As a result of QGen Windate’s first
expedition, Gen Mutaguchili had determined the Japanese defensive
posture in Burma was vulnerable (55:7). Therefore, he decided +to
cut off the British from their supply depot at Imphal and
interpose Japanese troops on Indian soil prior to the monsoons,
From this "toehold, " he would increase his outer perimeter of
defense. &dditionally, Gen Mutaguchi planned to use the operation
Lo denerate favorable propagands for a “"March to Delhi" by Indian
National Army leader Chadra Bose (11:446). Gen Mutaguchi hoped
the U-GO offensive would be swift, lasting less than a month, as
the invading troops were provided only a 21-day raticon of
supplies {55:41), Each division would provide its own pProvisions
along the avenue of advance until the invasion; thereafter, the
Japanese would move stores by the shwebo-Imphal Road az well as
the previous supply routea (55:49). The only all-weather artary
-was between Shwebo and Imphal; inauspiciously, +the "dry season
ocnly” routes were near the area of Gen Wingate’s Chindits.

With the required major offensive now in beingd and knowing
the poor supply conditions of the Japsnese, Gen Hingata felt he
was on the verge of proving LRP theory. He immediately dispatched
an optimistic letter +to Winston Churchill concerning the
situation (27:223). Tragically, within days of reading the news,
the Prime Minister was shocked to learn the circumstances in
Burma had changed.

For Gpecial Forece, lightning struck on 24 March and the
direction of the wind forever shifted against the Chindits. Gen
Wingate flew to the front lines in a L-5 on 23 March to observe
the cperations and discuss strategy with his brigdade commanders
(11:212). After the conferences, he procseded to Broadway where
he boarded an air commpando B-25H {52:2). Following an
intermediate stop at Imphal, the aircraft headed west for Gen
Wingate’s headquarters at Shylet. He never arrived. On the last
leg of his Jjourney, the Mitchell bomber inexplicably exploded
into the side of a hill, killing all on board.

Mystery and intrigue accompanied +the crash. Strangely,
degpite the flight path, the aircraft impacted sharply into the
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west side of the mountain range—-—-it was peading east! {B8:——)
Questions were ralsed about engine trouble, weather, and even
sabotage; none of the answers were conclusive, The aircrarft

nosed-in and the wreckage was severely confined. The only
recognizable clue to the passengers on board was located near the
crash site; it waz the familiar pith helpet of the Chindit
commatnder {88:——). Those who died alongd with Gen Wingate were
Capt T. G. Borrow, his adjudant; Stewart Emeny and Stanley Wills,
war correspondents; 1Lt Brian F. Hodges, pilot; 2Lt Stephen A.
Handerer, navigator; TS5gt Frank Sadoski, S8gt James W, Hickey,
and 55gt Vernon A. Meclninch, crewmembers (27:286). Interestindly,
aceording to the rules of war, all the bodies were buried at
Arlington Cemetery outside Washington DC.

Gen HWingate's death came in the midst of the mast
conmplicated operation ever attempted in that theater and robbed
the Allies of a colorful and dynamirc commander ((52:2-3). In
selecting a successor, Gen 8lim did not choose an original
Chindit, &uch as Brigadier Calvert or Brigadier Fergusson.
Neither did Slim pick Gen Wingate’s Chief of 5taff, DBrigadier
Tulloch; instead, he opted for the most orthodox officer within
Gen Wingate's former command——ABrigedier Lentaigne. The new
Special Force commander®s credentials were beyond reproach: he
was a competent and heroic officer. However, he did not indorse
LRP theory, nor was he favorably impressed with the late QGen
Wingate {2:161). Although Col Cochran’s mission would not change,
avents soon showed that under Gen Lentaigne, the ideals of LRP
were discarded. By mid-April the Chindits would begin to form
larde formations and attack fortified positions. For the +time
beingd though, the operations continued with the air commandos
giving direct ground support to columns at the stronghold at
White City, at the C-47 airfield of Aberdeen, along the supply
roads and bridges west of Wuntho, and to a splinter unit from the
77th Brigade cutting the traffic 1lines between Lashio and
Myitkyina.

Toward the end of +the first month of the invasion, a
frustrated +transport crew supplemented its airland resupply
missicons by trying a hand at bombardment. On 25 March, while
making a supply run into Broadway, a Dakota pilot dropped two
mortar shells on some Japanese trucks. Three days later, the =ame
crew spotted another convoy of mechanized transport and dropped
fragmentation bombs, mortars, and incendiary bombs from the side
door of the C-47. The pilot explained, "We may not have done any
damage but I°1l bet we scared the hell cut of them. " {80:12)

March also closed with two important personnel rchanges,
During the month, command of the L-1/L-5% section chanded hands.
The need for the chande came Lo light when one of the squadrons
moved up to an airfield called Dixie, inside the border of Burma.
phortly after flying operations had begun, intelligence reports
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indicated the enemy was advancing in the area ssnd would =scon
overrun the strip. Acting on short notice, +the hasty departure
from Dixie was not accomplished well. Code books and reports were
left behind. More seriously, some of the deploved L-pilots were
not informed the field had been abandoned. When they returned,
luckily the enemy hed not penetrated the cemp (68:--). In the
aftermath of the debacle, Col Cochran decided to alter the
organization of the light plene section becausa the operations of
four separate squadrons could not be tracked adequately. As a
result of the change, the L-series aircraft were placed under the
command of Lt Col Gaty (52:8).

The other personnel move laft Col Cochran without his right
hand man. On 28 March, Gen Arnold called Col Alison homs to help
establish four more air commando units. At Broadway when
summoned, Alison wasted no time getting back to India.
Commandeering a RAF Dakota with a badly damaged wing, Alison flew
the crippled plane out with the help of an engineer who told him
flap and throttle settings {63:--). By the time he arrived at
Hailakandi, Col Alison had a second message requesting he brief
Gen Dwight D. Eisenhower’s European Theater Staff on Operstion
THURSDAY. He departed India on 1 April for Washington by way of
the British Isles (52:2).

Under the dual leadership of Cols Cochran and Alison, the
air commandos had accumulated an impressive set of statistics.
The C-47 Dakotas had flown in over 450,000 pounds of supplies
during March, and the CG-4A Waco gliders had delivered an
additional 310,000 pounds. The 1light planes estimated they
evacuated 1,200 tao 1,500 casualties before the end af the first
month of the operation (52:8-8). Damage inflicted by the assault
force during March is shown in Table 2.

CATEGORY DESTROYED
Alircraft bO
Trucks 29
Rolling Stock 48
Locomotives 4
Bridges 8
HWarehouses 38
Bashas : 55

Ammunition Sites 7{60:12)%

Table 2 Assault Force Damaga Report for March

During this oritical month of action, the Allias sstablished
air superiority over Burma for the first +time. USAAF records
indicate the Japanese lost 117 airplanes in the third month of
1844 (5:511). Significantly, the ist Air Commando Group-—only a
single squadron of fighters and 12 bombers-—accounted for 42.7
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percent of the total Japanese aircraft destroyed! And the
foliowing month would be equally impressive,

Early in April, the air commandos "reprised” the
Anisakan-Onbauk-Shwebo mission: anly the location changed. Acting
on intelligence information of Japanese movement in the area of
Rangoon, the commando assault force toock off at OBOD on 4  April
heading for Aungban, Burma. Just prior +to +the arrival of the
Mustangs, the Japanese had scrapmbled their fighters from Heho to
rarry a P-38 attack from the USAAF 459th Squadron. Shortly after
the enemy fighters recovered into Aungban, Lt Col Mahoney’s P-514
Mustangs arrived over the airfield, Finding the Jepanese aircraft
parked next +to and in revetments, the commandos Lkept the
anti-aircraft batteries at bay with rockets while strafing +the
field on continual passes. The assaylt force destroyed 4 medium
bombers and 20 fighters cn the ground. In the air, Capt Forcey
dove on an enemy sircraft, making a pass within 200 yvards before
pulling off; the Japanese fighter poured smoke and exploded. On
the way home, the fighters also destroyed an enemy bomber on  the
ground at Anisakan. The total enemy losses were 28 verified
kills, and the air commandos did not, lose any P-51A Mustangs
during the mission (52:Annex C).

Az the Allies asserted asir superiority over Burma, the work
of the air commandos showed dramatic results. The situastion at
White City illustrated this aspect. The Jepanese had continued
their pressure on White City, storming Calvert’s position almost
daily =ince the bloeck had been established. Likewise, the
fighters and bombers cof assault force frequently pounded the
Japanese positions arocund the gstronghold (11:283-288). Throughout
this time, the light planes removed casualties from a small strip
constructed next Lo the railroad line. Because there was no enemy i
air opposition, a L-5 Sentinel pilot offered to fly Brigadier
Calvert over the surrounding area to locate and record enemy 1
concentrations {(2:200).

To dislodge the Japanese, Calvert used thiz new information
to request bombing attacks within 50 yards of his own position. i
The accuracy of the air commando attacks and the incessant
bombing finally proved too much for the Imperial troops. On 15
APril, a Chindit wrote in his diary, "...air action on this
occcasion againgt the enemy has been consistent and destructive.
Amondst other things it has been shown that aircraft alone can
force the enemy to move or leave his artillery.” (53:Appendix
B:1) The air attacks had ceused the Japaneze to break ramks and
run, leaving behind everything--dead, documents, equipment, and
weapons! (2:126) With this kind of help from Col Cochren’s men,
Special Force effectively blocked the rail line into Myitkyina
for nearly two months. As a result, the halding action by the
18th Division was useless (20:223).
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Meanwhile at Aberdeen, 16th Brigade continued to use the 1st
Air Commando Group and Troop Carrier Commahd to resupply their
abtempt to secure Indaw. On the night of 7 April, =a Nipron
fighter pilot sent a shudder through the transport organizations
whern he interceptbed a RAF Dakota on approach at Aberdeen. The
C-47 suffered damage to the landing gear and lost one engine, but
the pilot was able to land without casualties {He: 7).
Nevertheless, the effect of this incident was profound. The
Allies could no londer assume flights into behind-the-line
airfields would be conducted with impunity. Thereafter, C-47
Dakota sorties were synchronized to arrive and depart stronghold
airstrips at dusk and dawn. Additionally, {fighter escorts were
assigned to patrol the area. Fortunately, the attack was not
repeated and all future transport flights were conducted wilithout
ingident {H2:7)..

The attack at Aberdeen did not affect the L-pilots though;
they continued flying unescortbed while establishing a reputation
for couragde and skill. In supporting +the Chindits, the air
commandos were known for their ability to fily out of places
athers could not. For example, when Herrill’s Marauders were
prinned down at Nhpum Ga, their own L-4 Grasshoppers were unable
to extricate the sick and wounded because of the small landing
strip. Gen S5tilwell immediately ordered the air commande L-1
Vigilants to air evacuate the cagualties. Altogether, the 1light
planes took out over 350 hospital cases {68:--7.

The light plane pilots further enhanced their reputation by

: developing a novel method of air suppork that proved to be very

! affective. During the construction of Aberdeen, one of Bridadier

i Fergusson’s RAF liaison officer became separated from his column

and discovered a large supply dump in the Jjungkle around Indaw

{4:289). When he finally returned to his brigade, the officer
requested assistance from the air commandos,

Frustrated because he was unable to establish the location
of the site using maps or aerial mosaics, Lt Col Gaty asked the
RAF officer to fly with him in a L-3 Sentinel to reconnoiter the
aren. Pinpointing the position, he returned to Aberdeen to set up
a4 rendesvous with the assault force. As the F-F1lA Mustangs and
B-25H Mitchells arrived at a pre-arranged point, Lt Col Gaty had
the RAF liaison officer mark the target with a smoke bomb as the
L.-5 cleared the tree tops. The Mustands and Mitchells delivered
their ordnance on the smoke (48:20-21). Due +to the success of
this coordinated mission, the light plane pilots continued to use
“forward air controller” methods and accasionally even dropped
grenades on small tardets themselves {65:——).

In support of all the Chindit brigades, Col Cochran’s men
were alsc employed in a more orthodox role. Targeted against
Japanese surface and river lines af communication, the air
commandos were egqually effective. Flying replacement F-51B
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Mustangs, the assault force attacked the shweli River bridge, a
target which had on numerous oeccasions withstood Eastern Air
Command bomber attacks. The bridge controclled a2 major supply
route to Northern Burma. On 21 April, Maj Petit proved the
accuracy of the dive-bombing Mustangs when he scored = direct hit
with two 1, 000-pound bowbs and cellapsed the span (60:13). This
is only one example. By the end of the campalgn, the road and
railroad system of Burme was so confused, the Japanese were
unable to move supplies from Horthern Burma to their only useatble
traffic artery—-the Shwebo-Imphal road {55:82}).

While the assault force hammered on the Japanese lines of
communication, the light plans force ccneentrated on the
evacuation of casualties. In April, the lst Air Commando Group
made military history by placing ths YR-4 helicoper into combat,
Unfortunately, the helicopters Col Alizon had worked so hard to
secure proved to be less useful than hoped. OFf the original four
rotary-winged aircraft, two were lost before they bad flown a
succegsful mission in the CBI. Enrcute to India, a C-48 transport
crashed while carrying one of the untested craft. A helicopter
Pilot flaw a second cne into a power line on a training mission
and crashed, killing a passenger, Finally, on 21 April, 1Lt
Carter Harman flew a YR-4 on a rescue mission into Burma +tp :
evacuate a light plane pilot forced down on a Japanese-controlled }
road. The downed L-pilot and his Passengers were directed to sealk
shelter in the hills while awalting the rescue. Because of
overheating problems, the helicopter flew by stages to Aberdeen.
When he arrived on 23 April, Lt Harman was immediately pressed
inta action. He successfully transferred the pilot and three
casualties to awaiting L-1 Vigilants and returned to Aberdeen on
24 April. Lt Harman continued to fly combat missions until 4 May.
When Aberdeen came under heavy Japanese bombardment, Lt Col Gaty
ordersd Lt Harman and his craft back to India. In the 23 combat
scriies performed, the concept of +the helicopter was proved:
howaver, the YR-4 wasg grossly underpowered and aventually was
withdrawn after the engine failed due to overheat (H2:12).

Frare

The month of April again provided some lmpressive statistics
for the 1st Air Commando Group. Table 3 shaws the damage
inflicted by the assault force during April.

CATHEGORY DESTROYED
Aireraft 35

Trucks 4

Rolling Stock 5

Bridges 3

Barracks 45

Bashas 130
Amminition Sites 5
Anti-alircraft Positions 11{(60:14-18)

Table 3 Assault Force Damage Meport for dpril
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United States Army Air Force records . indicate during the
month of April the Japanese lost 107 planes {5:511). For the
second month in a row, the contribution of the lst Alr Command o
Group was staddering; the Mustangs accounted for 32.7 percent of
the total Japanese aircraft destroyed within the CBI Theater. "

May marked the sixth month that the air commandos had been v
in India. According to Gen Arnold’s plan, on 1 May Col Cochran’s
menn were scheduled to be relieved of duty and sent back to the
US. The plan was altered bescause, as Cepl Cochran gaid, YL wWe
kept wanting to protect those troops that were still inn there.”
(36:288) As of 17 May, the 3rd Indian Division officially came
under operational control of Gen Btilwell, but even prior Lo that
time he had ordered the 111th, 14th, eand 3rd West African
Brigades to move north toward Hogaung (20:221)., Gen Stilwell
wanted the three brigades to link up with Brigadier Calvert’s men
ta assault the Japanese garrison located there.

The 16th Brigade had already been sent back to India in
early May. In Burma longer than the other units, Brigadier
Fergusson’s men showed 3igns of sickness, exhaustion, and strain
(58:81). Gen Slim order their withdrawal. The octher four brigades
were in equally bad shape, but Gen Stilwell decided not to
relieve them; he feared +their retreat would attract Japanese
troops toward his position (20:221). After "galting"” the
abandoned strongholds of Broadway, Aberdeen., and White City with
land mines, the Chindits began working thelr way north through |
the jungles and rice paddies.

The 111th Brigade, now commanded by Col John Masters, was
responsible for applyindg further pressure  on the Japanese
logistic lines that fed the 18th Division. On 9 May, Col Masters
selected a site and requested gliders to build an airstrip. Known
as Clydeside, the block was redesldgnated Blackpocl when the
original name was compromised (53:3). Despite valiant fighting,
the 111th Brigade never fully secured the stronghold, in part
because Oen Mutaguchi released some of his U-GO reserve soldiers
to fight the Chindits (55:61). The full brunt of these fresh
troops flushed Special Force out of Blackpool after only two
woeks. Another part of the problem at Blackpool was weather——the
monsoons broke before the brigade caould et entrenched {12:213).
Flying during the intervals between squall lines, the assault
force shelled and bombarded the perimeter of the hastion, but the
suppcrt lacked continuity.

Just before the monsoons, the air force of the Rising 3Bun
made a last ditch attempt to regain control over Burma by
bringing up large numbers of replacements {(5:511). It was +tfoo
little, and it was too late. On 18 May, the fighter section had
just arrived at Blackpool when a flight of 16 HNippon warplanes
were spotted. Salvoing their bombs on Japanese positions around
the stronghold, the air commandos attacked the enemy fighters and
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bombers. During the dogfight, the P-5i pilots shot down one

bomber and two fighters. There was no damage Lo the seven
Mustangs (53:Annex $:2).

This was the air commandos’ last hurrah; weather was now
critleally hampering the effectiveness of the dgroup. Col Cochran
tried to operate out of the airfields in Eastern India as long as
possible; it was a dangercus gamble. The rains soaked the grass
strips at Hailakandi and Lalaghat, turning them into quadmires.
At one point, Col Cochran felt he had waltad +too long. He
related, "We had one tough rain where actually there was a couple
of feet of water on the landing gtrip."” (56:288) Unable to avoid
the pending torrent, Col Cochran ordered the air commandos back
to Asansol, an abandoned British airfield in Central India. On 23
May, the last UC-64 raised s "rooster tail” as it slogdded down
Halakandi’s grass strip for the figal time. The pilot’s log read,
"Beat bad storm by inches, " {BH:-——)

Once the alr commandos arrived in Asansol, the number of
personnel began to thin out. Col Cochran convinced Gen Stilwell
Lo send men back to the US if they had conpleted two tours of
duty in the war (56:280). Falling into that category was Col
Cochran himself. Before departing for Washington and eventually
Gen Eisenhower’s staff. he relingquished the 1st Air Commando
Group to Col Gaty. In turn, Lt Col Boebel took over the far-flung
light plane section ({53:2).

Lt Col Boebel ardered all the light planes back to Indis:
however, he was unaware part of his section stayed in Burma +to
fly casualties to hospitals. Without the strength of their air
artillery, the 111th Brigade had retreated from Blackpool on 24
May, and the brigade fled westward toward Lake Indawgyi. Col
Masters deseribed the support he recelved during the withdrawal
a5 follows: "The American pilots of the Light Plane Force came,
hour after hour, day after day, to the little patch of SwWamp we
had made into a strip, and shuttled back through the heaving
skies.” (12:234) A group of eight light plane pilots continued
evacuating Col Masters’ sick and wounded until an alternative
solution was found (35:17). Finally, Col Masters coavinced QGen
Lentaigne to divert a Sunderland seaplane from the Bay of Bengal
to Lake Indawgyi to assist the effort (12:233). Altogether,
nearly 400 casualties were airlifted to hospitals northeazt of
Dimapur {58:91). When Lt Col Boebel located the group, the light
Plane commander immediately ordered them to return to India. This

was the final action of the 1st Ajr Commando Group during the
1943-44 dry season.

The effect of the air commandos’ protection and support of
the 3rd Indian Division was felt az far away as Imphal and
Kohima., After an initial success and savade fighting, the
Japanese [J-GO offensive was pushed back. As the Imperial troops
fled toward their previous ganctuary of Burma, Gen 5lim pursued
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with a vengence. After the war, the Imperial Army generals spoke
of the falled ocffensive and pointed out Yery succlinctly their
assessment of the impact of Operation THURSDAY and the LREP phase

that followed: “"The penetration of the airborne force into
Northern Burma caused the failure of the Army plan to conplete
the Imphal COperations...the airborne raiding force...eventually

became one of the reasons for the total abandonment of HNorthern o
Burma."” (85:61) In a monograph, Gen Mutaguchi and others stated
specifically, the operation had the following impacts:

(1) The [l15th] Army was unahle to advance 1its head-
quarters until the end of April because 1t was
forced to provide peasures against the airborne
force. Consequently, communication with various
groups became inadequate and eventually caused a
hostile attitude between the Army and i1ts divisions
in later operations.

{2} Transportation of suppliez to units engaged in the
Imphal Operations became very difficult because of
damage to roads which prevented the transfer of
vehicles from the rear preparation area to the
Shwebo-[ Imphal] Road.

{3) Elements of the 15th Division, 24th Independent
Mixed Brigade, and 53rd Division scheduled for the
Imphal overation, were involved elsewhere,.

(4) The 5th Air Division was forced to operate against
the enemy airborne unilt.

(5) The 18th Divi=zion which was fighting desperately in
the Hukawng area had to deal with an increasingly
difficult situation due to interception of the
supply route (Hbh:6Z).

Furthermore, Lt Gen T. Numata, Chisef aof G&taff of the Japanese
southern Army, affirmed the impact by =saving, "The difficulty
encountered in dealing with the airborne forces was ever a source
of worry to all the headguarters staffs of the Japanese army and
contributed materially to the Japanese fallure in the Imphal and
Hukawvng operations.” Apparent from the remarks of Lt Gen HE. Naka,
Chief of Staff, Japanese Burma Area Army, is the effectiveness of
the air commandeo’'s "forward air controller” raids on the supply
dumps at Indaw. He certified the Indaw lines of communication

became useless as they were "wiped out by bonbing and ground
rajids. " (4:288)

EBecause actions speak louder than words, the most telling
argument for the aoperaticon can be found in Lt Gen K. cato’s
actions during Operation U-GQ. By late April. his unit, the 3ist
Division, was feeling the effects of THURSDAY; they were very
short of ammunition, provisions, and food. In May, Gen Sato =ent
a messade to Gen Mutaguchl stating, "Since leaving the Chindwin
we have not received one bullet from you, nor a grain of riee.”
{23:230) Food was in such short supply, some menh subsisted on
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grass and black sluds; sickness, such as beriberi, was sapping
the 31zt Division’s fighting ability {30:73). Finally, Gen Sato
radiced Gen Mutaguchi that he wasg withdrawing from Kohima., When
threatened with a court martial, Gen Sato replied, "Do what you
Please. I will bring you [Gen Mutaguchi]l down with me. " {23:230)
Ordered back inte the fray, he refused again saying, "The 15th
Army has failed to send me supplies and ammuniticon since the
operaticn began. This failure releases me from any obligation to
cbey the order--and in any rcase it would bs impossible to
comply. " [{16:156)

Clearly, from the testimony, the first air 4invasion in
military history was instrumental in defeating the Imperial
Japanese Army. Additionally, Gen Wingate’s LRF theory WAS
conpletely substantiated. The air commandos and the Chindits had
caused widespread confusion and uncertainty behind the enemy’s

forward areas which led to a pProgressive weakening and

misdirection of the Japanese main forces, Heavily influenced by
the actions of the lst Air Commando Group and the 3Ird Indian

Division, a nation known for fanatical obedience suffered the.

ultimate shame of having a general break down in combat and
abdicate. Col Cochran and Gen Wingate had acconplished their
task; they had helped bring the Japanese war machine te its
knees. The British 4th Corps =till had much fighting to do, but
the successful execution of Operation THURSDAY had caused tha
rendulum to swing in favor of the Allies.
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Chapter S5ix

CONCLUG LONG

Before closing this study of Gen Arnold’s unique strategy,
modern military historians need to be awarse of more than the
acoconplishments of the Ist Alr Commando Group in combat.
Todether, Gen Arnold and the team of Col Cochran and Col Alison
inaugurated a heretical concept in airpower employment. First,
Gen Arnold imposed conditions onn the mission and structural
relationship of the 1lst Air Commando Group. Then, Col Cochran and -
Col Alison enhanced the process by constructing a composite air
force which was self-sufficient and cut across exlsting
orgdanizational 1iines. The effect of this combination was more
than expected. By examining the l=t Air Commandos, the resulting
dynamics of these maverick ideas impacted Operation THURSDAY and
the campaign that followed. Simply stated., this combination
produced an autonomy which overcame the organizational malaise
which existed in SEAC. Gen Arnold’s stratedy was a success

because it addressed the principles of linkage, reality, and
Tuture.

Linkage is that element of strategy that assumes abjectives
are clearly defined, attainable, and acceptable. As the strategy
process develops, linkazde 15 the thread that ties ends +to means
{7:15-18). To understand how Gen Armnoild incorporated linkage in

the lst Air Commando Group, a recap of the circumstances in  the
CBI iz required.

The zituation in Burma was a classic case of a defensive
stalemate——trench warfare without the trenches. aAdm Mountbatten’s
staff prepared numercus plans for the reconquest of Burma, but
they scrapped each one. The planners seemed to be stymied by the
constraints of materiel and men. In part, the SEAC =ztaff had lost
1its perspectlive af the war: in truth, the crening of the Burma
RHoad was inconsistent with British national objectives. Frime
Minister Churchill sought a return of the British Emnpire and,
consegquently, a weak Chilne. Hls ability te achieve tThiz desire
was exacerbated by Great Britain's overextended economic and
industrial conditions. In seeking assistance from the s,
Churchill was foreed to trade national objeectives for war
nateriel. SEAC’s planning staff manifested the resulting lack of
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linkage by cranking oub numerous rlans. which answered British
desires but conflicted with US interests.

Gen Arncld recognized the actions of SEAC and acted to  link
the lgt Alr Commando Group directly with US strategic goals, The
U5 sought to keep the Imperial Japanese troops occupied in China;
therefore, the Burma Road was crucial to US and Allied interests
in the Pacific. For this reason, Gen Arnold tied Adm
Mountbatten’s hands by limiting the clrocumstances for the lst Ajir
Commando Group’s participaticon in the CBI. Adm Mounthatten was
hamstrung by the arrandement. If he wanted more US help, which
Britain needed desperately, he would have to follow the dictates
of Arnold’s conditions. This meant Operation THURSDAY would have
to be launched regardless of British desires. As Gen Wingate’'s
rlan was the only operation.which promised to reopen the land
supply artery to China, Gen Arnold took measures to insure his
investment, Linkage was achieved; +the 1st Air Commando Group

acted as the catalyst for sacktions in the CBI which met US
national objectives.

As Col Cochran’s men swung into action, the attribute of
reality became evident. Reality is the principle that saparates
facts from illusion (7:17). Gen Arnold knew initiation of
Qperation THURSDAY was not enough. For the campaign in Northern
Burma to succeed, the Chindits would have to be fully and rapidly
supported. During the previous Chindit campaign, Gen Wingate had
ncted deficiencies in the RAF response to his requirements; their
Procedures were agonizingly slow. In the situation facing the 3pd
Indian Diwvision, these inherent delays Wers totally
unacceptable--men’s lives were at stake. Gen Arnald faced the
reality that adding airplanes and men to the existing SEAC
structure would not achieve the desired results, Therefore, Gen
Arnold dictated thet operational control of the lst Air Commando
Group would reside with Adm Mountbattern. This isolated Col
Cochran and his men, thus enabling them to concentrate onrly on
the missian. Totally dedicated to supporting the Chindits, (ol
Cochran and Col Aliszon streamlined procedures to achievye
responsiveness. Infettered by competing priorities, the 1st Aip

Commandos were a service organization in the trueszt sensze of the
word.

Finally, Gen Arnold provided for the future by sanctioning
the concept of a composite organization. Future is that principie
that answers problems by focusing on tomorrow as well as today
(7:16). Gen Arnoid’'s first step 1lnvolved the selection of
commanders; Col Cochran and Col Alizon meshed to form a dynamic
Leam. The outstanding result of their forward thinking was
Operation THURSDAY, the first air invasion in military history.
But future wes addressed throughout the spectrum of tactics. They
encouraged the use of new equipment and concepts., Helicopters,
rockets, mobile hospitals, and light planes are examples of *their
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1ook toward modern weapons. (ol Cochran and Col Alison introduced
ar enlarged the ideas of forward air' controllers, airland
resupply in tactical operations, and close air support. By
crossing vertical lines of arthodox organizational structure, the
unit filled the £aps between all alements of airpower--fighters,
bombers, transports, eand air evacution. Col Cochran’s men
establiched a benchmark in collaboration and cooperation, each
member of the air commandos contributed to the accomplishment,. of
the mission. Gen Arnold envisioned the 1st Alr Commando Group as
an experiment looking toward future air warfare; hse achieved his
goal.

Gen Arnold broke through the inertia in Purma, oreated a
mission-dedicated organigation, and achieved synergy Dby the
skillful use of a maverick stratedy. In the book In  Search of
Excellence, the authors speak to the lst Air Commando Group when
they stress the attributes af a bias for action, a focus on the
customer, and autonomy and entrepreneurship {(17:119-234). The lat
Air Commando Group was the embodiment of thosa ideals that are
recognized today as cornerstones nf healthy, prodressive
institutions. The story of Gen Arncld, Col Cochran, ©Ceol Alison,
and the men of the lst Air Commando Group trumpets the might af
airpower and the wizdom of a stratedy that combines the
principles of linkagde, reality, and futurs. An unorthodox
gtratedy in aerial warfare, the droup serves asg a model
organization for use in unconventional conflicts,

749

JOHTY




BIBLIOGRAPHY —_

L
S nininii 1

10.

11,

A. REFERENCES CITED

Books

Bateson, Charles. The War With Japan; A Concise History.
Hong Kong: Michigan State University Press. 19688

Bidwell, Shelford. The Chindit Har- 3 1, Wingate
) ' p—

the i . . New York: Macmillan
FPublishingd Coc., Inec. 1879,

Burchette, W. C. Wingate adventure. Melbourne: F. W,
Cheshire., Pty. Ltd. 1944,

Calvert, Michael. Prisoners of Hope. London: Jonathan :
Cape, 1952, :

Cate, James L. and Wesley F. Cravens (eds.). The Army Air
Forces in World War II, Vol IV. Chicagn: University aof
Chicago Press, 1348. '

Christian, John L. Burma. London: Wm. Colling & Son & Co.,
Ltd., 1945.

Drew, Dennis M., Lt Col, USAF and Dr. Donald M. Snow.

Introduction to Strategy. Maxwell AFB, AL: Air
University, 1985

Espesito, Col Vincent J. {(ed). The West Foint Atlas of
american Wars; Volume I, 1900-1953., New York:
Frederick A. Praeger, 1959,

Heinl, Robert D., Jr. Dictionary aof Military and Naval
Quotations, Annapolis, Md: United States Haval
Institutat 1984,

Kirby, 5. Woodburn, et al (ed}. The HWar Against Japan:
Yolume 11 India’s Most Dangerous Hour. London: Her
Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1988,

————— . The War Against Japan; Yolume III The Decisive

Battles. London: Her Majesty’s Staticnery Office,
1961.

g1




CONTINUED

e —— e —————————
l12. Masters, John. The Road Past Mandalay. HNew York: Harper &
Row, Publishers, Inc., 1981.
13. Matthews, Geoffrey. Ine Re-conquest of Burma 1943-1945.
Aldershot, UK: Gale % Polden Limited, 1386.
14, Mende, Tibor. South-east Asia-between Two Worlds. London:
Turnstile Press, 1955.
13. Mcraes, F. R. and 3timson, Hobert. Intoduction to India.
London: Oxford University Press., 1948,
16. Moser, Don (ed). China-Burma-India. Alexandria, Va: |
Time-Life Books, 1878. ;
17. Peters, Thomas J. and Raobert H. Waterman. In Search of
Excellence. HNew York: Harper and Row » FPublizshers, ;
Inc., 1982, -
18. Rolo, Charles J. Wingate’s Residers. London: George G.
Harrap & Co. Ltﬂ., 1544,
19. Romanus, Charles F. and aunderland, Riley {(ed). United
States Army in World War IT: China-Burma-India Theater:;
Stilwell's Mission to China. Washington DC: Qffice of
the Chief of Military History, 1953.
20, ————-m . United States ﬂrgg in _World War II: China-Burma-
India Theater; Stilwell’s Command Problems. Washington
DC: Office of the Chief of Military History, 1956,
21, G5lim, Field Marshall, the Viscount. Defeat into Victory.
New York: 1961.
I
22. Bmith, E. D. Battle for Burma. HNew York: Holmes & Meier
Publishers, Inc., 1979,
23. &Swimson, Arthur. .The Battle of Kohima. New York: Stein
and Day, 183867. : '
24,

Sykes, Christopher. Orde Wingate; A Biography. Cleveland:
World Publishing Co., 1559.

832



R CONTINUED

-—.ﬂ"—-——_—__—-_

2F. Thomas, Lowsell. Back to Mandalay. New York: The Greystone
Press, 18951,

28. Tuchman, Barbara W. Stilwell and the American Experience 1n
China, 1911-45., New York: Maemillan Publishing Co.,
Ine., 1970,

27. Tulloch, Derek {(ed). Wingate In Peace and War. London:
Macdonald and Ca., Lbtd, 19272.

Articles and Periodicals

28. Arnold, H. H. "The Aerial Invasion of Burma.” HNational
Geographic Magazine, Vol. LAXXVI, No. 2 (August 1944),
op. 129-148.

29. Bainbridge, John. "*Flip Corkin..’” Life, ¥Vol. 15, No. & (8
August 1543}, pp. 42-28.

30. “British Raid Burma.” Life, {EE June 18433, pp. 19-24.

31. Caulfield, B. C. "The Eright Flame."” Marine Corps Gazette,
Vol. 48, No. 10 (October 1964), pp. 41-46..

32, MeCann, John A, ., Col, USAF. “"Air Power and *The Man’." Air
Power Historian, Vel 6, No. 2 (April 1858}, pp. 108-124,

93, Prather, Russel E. “Broadway Burma." Ex-CBI Roundup, Yol.
22, No. 10, {(December 1987), pp. 6-10.

34, —-———- , "Easy Into Burma, Part I." Ex-CBI Roundup, Vol. 21,
No. 2, (February 1968), pp. 8-25.

35, === , "FEasy Into Burma, Part II." Ex-CBI Roundup, Vol. 21,
No. 3, {March 1968), pp. B-25.

36. Sciutti, HW. J., Capt, USAF. "The First Air Commando Group
August 1943 - May 1944." American Aviation Historical
Society Journal, Vol 13, Ho. 2 (Fall 1968). pp. 178-185,

83




S T

CONTINUED —

Dfficial Documente

37. AAFSAT, Intelligenrs. Glider Operations on Two Fronts;
special Intelligence Report No. 54, September 1944,
Z248.532-63, in USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

38. AC/AS, Intelligence. Aip Room interview with Lt Col John K.
Alison, 3 July 1943, 142. 052, in USAF Collection,
USAFHEC.

39. AC/AS, Intelligence. Special Informational Intelligence
Report No. 43-11; Interview with Lt Col Philip G.
Cochran, 28 -Fune 1943. 142.034-2, in USAF Collecticn,
JSAFHRC.

40. AC/AS, Intelligence, Chronoclogical History of Froject 9
(Cochran), 17 August 1843 - 2§ Janaury 1944. 142-0411-9,
in USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

41, AC/AS, Plans. st Air Commando Forece and Combat Cargo
Groups organization and redeployment. correspondence and
memoranda, 1943-45, 145.81-170, in USAF Coliection,
USAFHRC,

42. AC/A5, Plan=z. Interview with Col John R. Alison, 25 April
1944. 145.95, in USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

43. British Air Ministry. Operations in Burma, 15 Dec 1941 - 20
May 1942. 512.952, in USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

44, PBritish Information Service. Yiectory in Burma. New York:
British Government, 1945. 168.7097-13, in Ronald F.
Kennedy Collection, USAFHREO.

45, Burma Research Society. Burma Facts and Figures. London:
angmans, Green & Co. Ltd., 1945,

46. Central QOffice af Information. The Campsign in Burma.
London: His Majesty’s= Staticnery Office, 1948,

47 . HQ 2TAF. Photographic report of st Air Commando Forece,
September 1944, 822.08, inp USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

B4




|

|

48.

49.

aQ,

ol

D,

53.

54,

55,

a5,

57.

58,

CONTINUED

JICA/CBI. First Alr Commando Force Invasion of Burma: Report
No. 1448, Z9 March 1944, B10.6081A, in USAF Collection,

USAFHHC.

JICA/CBI. Glider Operations in Burma; Report Ho. 1449, 1
April 1944, 810.6081A, in UBAF Collection, USAFHEC.

JICA/CBI. Report of Trogp Carrier Command Participation in
THURSDAY Operation; Repart No. 1579, 18 March 1944.
810.8081A, in USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

JICA/CBI. Wingate Heport on Airborne Invasion of Burma;
Report Ho. 1833, 12 April 1944, 810.60891A, in USAF
Callection, UZAFHRC.

JICA/CBI. Bupplemental Report on First air Commando Force
(Group) infBurma; Heport No. 1834, 15 April 1944,
B10.6091A, in USAF Collection, USAFHEC.

JICA/CBI. Final Operations of First Air Commando Group in
Purma; Report MNao. 3137, 30 May 18344, 810.6081A; in USAF
Collection, USAFHREC.

JICA/CBI. Light Plane Operations of the First Alir Commando

Group in Burma; Report No. 3138, 5 June= 1944, B10.6091A4,
in USAF Collection, USAFHERC.

Office, Chief of Military History. Burma Operation record,
15th Army copersations in Imphal area and withdrawal to

North Burma, 10 Qctober 1952, K171.41-134, 1in USAF
Collectian, USAFHRC.

Oral History Interview. Interview of Philip G. Cochran by
Dr. James C. Hasdorff, 20 October 187hH. KZ2385.0512-B76,
in USAF Collection, USAFHEC.

Cral History Interview. Interview of John RE. Alison by Lt
Col John N. Dick, Jr.., 2 July 1979. K235.0512-867, in
OSAF Callecticon, USAFHRC.

SEAC. Supreme Allied Commander’s Dispatch covering SEAC

Stratedy and Operations, August 19043 - September 1945,
B05.044, in USAF Collection, USAFHRC.

85



—-''-_.''''-_—|-ll-_-umu----._.-.-._,._I hw
CONTINUED
-—_—-—_—-—-—-_—“ _-I—_-_._-__
99, SEAC, Air Command., Colleocted reports and Plans on Qperation

THURSDAY, March -~ April 1944, 815,452, in USAF
Collecticon, USAFHRC.

60. Unit Histary: lst Air Commando Group. Bistory of lst Air
Commande Group, September 1943 - August 1945,
GPﬂﬂ-CHDD—l-HI, in 0USAF Collecticon, [SAFHRC.

B1. DUnit History: lst Air Commando Group. History of First Airp

Commando Group from 1943. K-GP-A-CMDO-1-HI, in USAF
Colliection, USAFHRLC.

Unpublished Materials

62, Moist, Robert E. “Basha Blabber. " 1st Air Commando

Association Newsletter, August 1979 - Novenber/December
1985,

Other Sources

63. Alison, John R. Presentation to ACSC Class of 1985
Mecowell AFB, al, 35112. Video tape recording, Air
University Television Center, Maxwell AFB, Al.

84. TInterview with Burma Rifle, Chindit. Orlando, F1l, 12 Qct
845. MNotes, perzonal rossession, Mawxwell AFB, Al.

65. Interview with 1st Air Commando Bomber (B-25), Light-Cargo
(UC-64), and Liaison (L-1/L-5) Pilot. Orlando, F1, 12
Oot B5., Video tape recording and effects, personal
possession, Maxwell AFB, Al.

66. Interview with 1st Air Commandg Fighter {(P-51A) Pilot.

Orlando, Fl, 11 Qot 85. Video tape recording, personal
rossession, Mawwell AFBR, Al.

57. Interview with 1st Air Commando Glider (CG-4A) Flight
OUfficer. OQOrlando, Fl, 10 Oot 85, Notes, personal
poszession, Maxwell AFB, A!l.

g6



ll.llIIllllIIIIIIllllllllllllllI-ii------------------—-______

CONTINUED

g9, Interview with l1st Air Commando Liaison (L-1/L-&8) FPililots.
Orlando, Fl, 12 Oct 85. VYidec tape recording, personal
possession, Mawxwaell AFB, Al.

89, Interview with 1st Air Commando Transport (C-47) Pilots.
Orlando, F1l, 12 Cct BS, Viden tape recording, personal
possession, Maxwell AFB, Al.

B. RELATED SOURCES

Books

Greenfield, Kent Roberts {(ed). Command Decisions. Washington
OC: Qffice of the Chiesef of Military History, 1960.

King, Barbhara P., Maj, USAF and Edward M. Leete, Maj, USAF. The
1st Air Commando Group cf World War T1: An Historieal
Perspectivae. Mawxwell AFB, AL: Air University, 1977.

.Hrazek, James E. The Glider War. HNew York: ©5t. Martin’s Press,
Ince., 1975, ' :

Toland, John. The Rising Sun, New York: Random House, Inc.
1870.

o Articles and Periodicals

Cunningham, Ed. "Cochran’s Commandos.” Yank, Yol. 1, No. 3B {22
April 1944), pp. 41-4§,

Mead, P. W. "“The Chindit Operations of 1944." Royal OUnited
Service Institution Journal, ¥ol. 100, Ha. 537 (February
1855, pp. 28K0-Z2BZ.

Official Documents
Eastern Air Commatnd. Collerted narrative reports of operations

in CBI Thester from December 1943 - May 1940, 8Z0, 306, in
USAF Caonllection, USAFHRC,

g7




mm.:
CONTINUED -
SEAC, Troop Carrier Command. Diary of the Commanding General [Gen )

0ld], 15 December 1943 - 4 June 1944. 833.13-1, in USAF
Collection, USAFHRC.

United S5tates Forces, India Burma Theater. Operations Journal of ;
Gen Stilwell’'s headgquarters covering operations of Chinese .
and British Foreces in Burma during the paricd 168 March 1042 — s
¢ May 1942. Q10.305~-1, in USAF Collection, USAFHRC. '

B85




