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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20350-

U-80,597/PO/FOIA 22 August 1996
Mr. John Greenewald
Dear Mr. Greenewald:
This responds to your request under the Freedom of Information Act dated 11 Avgust 1996,
Therein you requested records conceming the sighting of an unidentified flying object in Iran on
19 September 1976. A search of DIA’s systems of records located one document responsive 10
the subject of your request.
Enclosed for your use is the document with only administrative markings withheld.

Sincerely,

-

| Enclosure afs OBERT P. RICHARDSON
Chief, Freedom of Information Act Staff
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12, tuJ UBSDAD, TEHRAN, [HAN -
13, (Y) PRANK B, MCKENTIE, COL, USAF,; DAEY 4
© 34, LU NA
. u. I THIS REFORY FORMARDS INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
. MIGHTING OF AN UF( IN IRAN ON 19 BEPTEMBER {076,
4, AT ABOUT 12328 AW ON 10 SEF 76 THE IuPEuIth TRAKT AN
f AIR FORCE {FI14F) COMMAND POBT RECEIYED FOUR TELEFPHONE CaLLY .
FRON" ‘CLITIZENS LIVING IN THE SHEMIRAN AREA OF TEHRAN SAYIHG
 THAY- THEY #4D SEEN BTRANGE OBJECTS IN THE 8KY, BOKE EEFDRYED
4 RIND OF BIRD=LIXE CSJECT WHILE OTHERS RIPORTED 4 HELICORTER
‘SJTH & .LEGHT ON, THMERE WERL N0 HELICSPTERS AJRBOAME AY THaT
TIME, THE COMMAMD POBT CALLED BG YOUSEF], ~ASISTANT QEPUTY
:uﬂununtn OF OPERATIOMS, AFTER HE TOLD THME CITILIEN IT WA3 ORLY
STARS AMD MAD TALKED TO MEWRABAD TOWER HE OECIDED TO LDDK FOR
‘HIMSELF, HE NOTICED AW OBJECT IN THE SKY SFIMILAR TO 4 AT4R
- BIGGER ANC BRIGHTER, WE.DECIDLQ TO SCRAMBLE AN Fed FEOM
SHAHROKH]1 AFE TO INVESTIGATE,
By AT B138 HES DN THE LPTH THE Fed TOOK QFF AND FHﬂEEEDEn
CT0 A POINT ASOUT 42 WK HORTH UF TEHRAW, OUE TO IT8 BRILLIANCE
" THE OPJECT wis EadILY VISIBLE FROW 7@ HILEI AMAY
A% THF Fad APPRDACHED A RANGE OF 25 HHM KE LO3IT ALL IMETRURENJATIOM
AND CONMUNICATIONS (UWF AND INTERCOM), WE BRODXKE OFF TKL
- IMTERCEPT AKD WEADED BACK 7O SHAHROXHI, WHEN THE Fed TURMED
"AWAY FROA THE .OBJECT AND APPARENTLY WAS N0 LONGER & THAEAT !
o 1T JHE AIRCRAFT RESAINED ALL IKSTRUNENTATION AND COAe
Huu!:lﬁlﬂ#lf AT BL4R WRS A& BECOHD Fed WaS LAUMCHED, THE
BACKSEATER ACQUIRED A RADAR LOTK OW AT R7 HM, L2 ﬂftLﬂ:H
HIHH PORITION WITH THME YC (RATE OF CLOSURE) AT 138 NHFK,
A THE RAMGE DECREABED TO 25 NH THE OBJECT MOVED AmiY AT &
.. BFEEQ JHAY WAS YISIBLE O THE RAGAR SCOPE AND STAYED !1 EEHH
i 1ﬁE H[IE <AF "THE "RADAR HETUEH Wa ﬁﬂHPAH#lLE ‘10 THAT. ﬂF

TNt R TANKER,. THE ¥IOUAL ;838 OF THE (08JELT NAROIFPICULY. . i t -

"'fn PIUSTERN. AELAUSE, OF, 1747 INTENRE BRICCTANCE  YHE.* /s " ¥e: o

e pLIEHI SIHAT T SAVE OFF “WAS THAT OF FL#IHIHG.jT!ﬂlt u::utl e Ef*ﬁf;f:

'ARRANGED TN A RECTAMGULAR FATYERH -&ND AL TERNATING uLuE.~=REEﬂ,
" RED AND ORANGE  TH -COLOR, THE BEGUENCE OF THE LIGHTS ®A8780 ~ - |
CPART THAT &LL THE .COLORA’ COULD a;_;gﬁu &3 ONGE, “THE- uﬁ;E;f SR LT
L AND’ THE PURRUING Fed COMTINUED, ON A COURBE TO -IME SDuUfH, P
tinniu,uﬁtkiiuﬂfutl ERIGHTLY: LiinIEn OAJECT, ESTINATED .!! g

'r

-; 5 ‘-Iirl HALY:.TO. OKE “THIAD :THE. APEABERT 128/ OF ;THE OO CARE % . .. i |

DUTIOF THEORIGINAL-DBJECT, THIS SECOMD. nu;::r HEADED. tﬁn;m N

‘Inunnﬁ‘thTuii*11 A VERY-FAST -RATE 'OF WFE€Q, TTHE PILOY - -;.:;
f'lTTIHFTIﬂ Tn FIRE jH l;ﬂ-i n:quiLE 11 THE ﬂ!?!:f*iu:ﬂar 1HlT‘

._'..'\-_- . RN 'l'
L -
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INBTAMT HLI® NEAPOMS CONTROL PANEL WENT OFF AND HE LORT ALL R
CONMUNICATIONS CURF AND INTERPHONE}, AT THI® POINT THE PILOT Mk
INITIATED A- TUAN AND HEGATIVE G DIVE 70 GET AMAY, A% HE o .
TURNED THE CBJEAZ FELL IN TRAIL AT WHAT APPEARED TO 8E ABOUT T

Iwd WK, A% HE CONTINUED [N WIS TURN AWAY FROM THE PRIMARY T

k OBJECY.. THE SECUNDC GBJECT WENT TO THE INSIDE OF WIS TURN THEW g
- RETURNED TD THE PRIHARY OBJECT FOR A PERFECTY REJOIN, s

‘D BHORTLY AFTER THE SECOND OBJECT JOINED UF MITH THE
FRINARY. DBJECT ANCOTHER OBJECT APPEAREC TO COME OUT OF THE By 3y
OTHER .8IDE OF THE PRIMARY OHJECY GOING STRATGHT DOWN,AT & i o
GREAY RATE OF BPEEG, THE Fw=d4 CREW HAD REGAINED COMMUNICATIONS R,
AND THE WEAPONS CONTRGL. PANEL AND WATCHED THE OBJECT APPROACH e
THE GROUND ANTICIPATING A LARGE EXPLOSION, THIS OBJECT APPEARED nuiig
v+, TO'COME TO REST GENTLY DN THE EARTH AND CAST A VERY BRIGHT W
Lot . LIGHT, DVER AN AREA QF ABQUT ‘2#3 KILOMETERS, e
©. - THE GREW DEBCENDED FROH THEIR ALTITUQGE OF 28M D 1SH AND Rt
CONTINUED TO OBGERVE AND MARK THE OBJECT!S POSIYION, THEY ey
HAD BOKE DIFFICULTY IN ADJUSTING THEIR NIGHT VISIBILITY FOR i
~ LANDING 8O AFTER DREITING MEMRABAD A FEW TIMES THEY WENT QLT fie
FOR ACSTRAIGHT IM LANCING, THERE WAS A LOT OF IMTERFEREMCE " e
ON THE UHF AND EACH TIMNE THEY PASSED THROLGH A MAG, BEARING :3-'
OF 152 DEGREE FROM EHRABAD THEY LOST THEIR COMKUKICATIONS (UHWF ' -
AMD INTERPHONE) AND THE INS FLUCTUATED FROM. 32 DEGREES = 87 DEGREES,:,
THE ONE CIVIL AIRLINER THAT WAS APPROACMING MEHRABAC DURING TMIS -~ '
%7 SAME YIME EXFERIEMCEC COMNUNICATIONS FAILURE IK THE SAME . P-4
S R YICINITY (KICY Iuly} BUT OID MOT REPORT BEEING ANYTHING, g
' - .. WHILE THE Fed WA3 ON & LONG FINAL APPROAOK THE CREW HDTICED e
& ANOTHEAR CYLINCER BHAPED OBJECT (ABCUT THE &IIf OF & Y=BIRD ale’ O
L. AT §EN) WITH BRIGHT BTEADY LIGHTS ON EACH END AND 4 FLASHER T R
. IN THE MIDOLE, WHEH GUERIEDP THE TOWER SYATED THERE WAS NO L
: 5;?;' GTHER. KNOWN TRAFFIC IN THE AREA, DURING THE TIME ITHAT THE. w8
et QBJECT PABSED OVER JHE: Fud THE TOWER .DL0..NOY HAVE & YLBUAL .. < st
5 W BN, TG AT, PICKED - DT 48 AETER JTHE P!L*ﬂfw‘l'm-ﬂ THEH T’B Lﬂﬂﬁ 50, e e T
A B uz;ﬂ THE' MOUNTALNS -ANG THE REFJHEEF FEUR h,.usgfglyg'.ﬁw;ﬁ-
P o -ﬂy DURIRG DaYLIGHT FHE Fas CREW WAS: TAﬂEH EUT Tn THE* BRI N SU R AR
S lHEi IN A HELIGCOPTER. WHERE.-THE OBJECT APPARENTLY. HAD LANOED,. tq:_:f;;ﬁ
gﬁﬁdg-:;:'HUTHIHE u:s NOTIGED A% THE BPOT MHERE THEY "THOUGHT 1HE~uEJE;T R
A R L}HHID (hORY LARESBEQ) BUT A8 THEY CIRCLED: DFF IO THE .5;m;¢t¢«~tﬁh
LSE e oy WESTOF. THE! AREA. THEY' PIGKED :UP A YERY NOTIGEABLE aEEFEH' 1:; 4?;:%::-
SazEee B{ONAL L VAT THE POINT - WHERE THE. RETURN ‘WAS: THE LOUDESY WaS: .« 'L’ﬂﬁizg
TRV N lHlLL HOUSE 'WITH. & -GARDEN; THEY LANDEC AND 'ASKED THE PEOPLE” Eoan I
S DT UWITHIN TP THEY “HAD ROTICED ANYTHING S8TRAMGE (AST.- Hiﬁﬁft,TEE e
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LNE "AREA WHERE THE 08JF g
:gf":gﬁgu:g:ﬂﬁ:ﬂif ?:in:ﬂﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁ:ﬂ:::: PnuugLETniE““w‘ B
IN |

:;:FP:tnIH!n PROR OURCE Tn CONVERSATION HITH A UG- GOURCE, AN A
ILOT OF OME OF THE Peds, KORE INFORWATION WILL 8E | ..ii,

FORWARGED WHEM IT BECOMES AVAILASLE,
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