THIS FILE IS5 MADE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE DECLASSIFICATION EFFORTS AND RESEARCH OF:

THE BLACK WAULT IS THE LARGEST ONMLIME FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT { GOVERNMENT
RECORD CLEARING HOUSE IN THE WORLD. THE RESEARCH EFFORTS HERE ARE RESPOMNSIBLE
FOR THE DECLASSIFICATION OF THOUSANDS OF DOCUMENTS THROUGHOUT THE U.5. GOVERMMENT,
AMD ALL CAM BE DOWNLOADED BY VISITING:

HTTP:{WWW.BLACKVALULT.COM
YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT TO ¥YOUR FRIEMDS, BUT

PLEASE KEEP THIS IDEMTIFYING IMAGE AT THE TOP OF THE
-PDF 50 OTHERS CAMN DOWNLOAD MORE!


http://www.blackvault.com

Declassified and approved for release by DIA and NSA on 10-27-2005
pursuant to E 0. 12958, as amended

% EXECUTIYE SISTANT /7{2&,(// J
| ﬁ/ ZZ i 7o SO

% i ;MW%@Z@/?

7 or ) g 1965 Bl /5 dise 1962
A2 fon Zf/%a

Cy /%2 - secoer
Cy 3 - bebsecper

4’7 4 - eI /,,,,,,,gé?%
‘7 53 - NSHLO :

@ 6 - A WL*}{

& 72 - dmso-sw

24

SIBHE . DSscs Wewe / b0 0 f’/mg
/m &l //awm USH, ,%///Ww
GO, //;é, A L éZ/

/n&éﬂ 4\




4 A
DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 N

13 DEC 1967

SI1-TB=G1/PLe=i
MEMORANDUM FOR THE BECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Release of COMINT Pertaining to Guilf of Tonkin
Incidents of 2 and 1 Ausust 1364

1. 1 have reviswed the intzlligence pertaining to the
incidents in the Gulf of Tonkin on 2 and 4 August 135i
and reaffirm thet our intercept of encrypted North
Vietn.mesec Raval Communications did in fact provide the
basis for prior warning given to tn=z USS MADDOX on

2 August and again on 4 August. As the result of a
cryptanalytic bdbreakthrough into the cryptosystem employed
by North Vietnamese MTB's, this intercepted information
wag deciphered, translated and reportesd to the Usg

MADDOX twelve hours in advance of the actual attack on

2 August and one hour in advance on : August. All of the
infornation concerning the attacks came from manual morse
intercept and was copied on a typewriter by the intercept
operator ag heard., All of th information was enerypted
and there was no clear text voice traffic widch could

Le assoclated with the attacks. The original intercepted
traffic vhich is in storage at the National Security Agency
Respository at Fort Holablré, Maryland can be provided;
however, permanent transcriptions of th original cypher
nessages, together with the decryption an? translations
thireof, are immediately avasilable,

2. The system used by the NVN Navy to pass the encipherad
uessages has chenged several timea since the Aug st and
September 1964 evants in the Gulf, Each new encipherment
has been from the same system "lfamily™ and because of

our technicel centinuity, it has been possiblz to malntain
our abllity to decipher mezsages passed in each new systen,
%e retsin th:t capability today and are still able fronm
this SIGINT source to provide NVRK Naval intentions in the
use of thelr torpedo patrol boate,
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3o Current SIGINT of high valus regarding the movement

of POL, supplizss, amrunition and foodstuffs from NVN into
LAOS and SVN 13 available frow anciphered morss mossages
preacntly beoling passed in NVEN volice c-mounications facilities.
These messages are snciphersd in systems similar to those
ugad by NVN Baval elements and other sntities of the NVN
military and para-military forces, Discleosure of our

guccess in axploiting enciphered NVN Naval messgages would
undow:tedly betray our success with similar aystems and

dery us accesg to this vital tnformation,

e Thé censequencss oi any public disclesure of U.S.
SIGINT capablility agsinst North Vietanan/Viet Cong
copmunications would seriougsly dagrade not only the

Haval aspect of the problem, but the successful prosecution
of both th air war over North Vietnar and operations within
South Vietnaxm. The epplication of major U.S8. technical
intelligence resources onables us to provide adeguate
informsation to allow U.8. forces to direct moat, if not
all, of thalr operations against hostile foreces, In the
North, SICINT provides us & collection base upon which to
design equipments to deceive enenmy defaonses ani to provide
self protzetion to individual sircraft, Purther, SIGINT
rrovides a means 0 =valuste the effectivensss of these
zlzetronic warfare devices, Additionally, extensi: e
SIGINT coverage of North Viatnam allows us the capability
of following snemy units deploying from th  North to the
South and thereby provides a contimuing input to the order
of battle data basa, SIGINT also provides us an insight .
into the command and centrol structure, cmanating from
Hanoi, which dirzcts the Communi:t war effort in the South.
In day-to-day tactical oparations withia South Vietnan
SIGINT provides the "eyes™ for the tactical unit an¢ gives
forewarning of cnemy attack, of ambush, and enemy groupings
within the various areas of U.3, 2lements.

Se The mejority of U.5. operational surcesses on the

grouné have bean due In largs measure to th: SIGINT provided
to the appropriate commandors. “ithout t:de intelligence,
the success of our ground affort would be seriously

degraded anc the rasultant losses in persommel and equip-
zant roas.urces woul’ undoudtedly de quantitatively increased,
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5., The collection of useful SIGINT information by airborne
direction finding (ARDF), readadle cocmmunications, and
traffic analysis has resulted in the development of a
serlies of EI1GINT indicators of Communist intent to initiate
tactical activity and has successfully given forswarning
of enery preparation to lsunch large scale attacks. During
the past year an’ 3 half, svery attempt by a Vietnamesne
Commnist Division and front echelon headguarters to

mount a mejor offensive has bzen detected via SIGINT

and reported to the apprepriate military commanders,

T A8 you are aware, th- United Statas Int:lligencs Board
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff have previously strongly urged
sgainst the public ralease of any infication of ocur SIGINY
capatiliti-s, Public 4dlscloaure of the U.8. capablility

to exploit Communlist communications in Southeast Awla
would plece in jeopardy the aforsmentioned day~to-day
tactical operations of our forces ia doth the North and
Bouth., In addition, it could nsgete & large axpenditure
in time, money and resources, that h.s occurred over the
past years, not only agalist the Asian Coomunist Nations
but in other arese of ths world, Public disclosure,
therafore, would seriocusly impact mt the policy making

lavel but thc bruant of the =ffects would be borns particularly

by the conman‘ers and the men of our operating forces
engaged In the Sotheast Asian hostilities,

SIGNLD

JOSEPH F. CARROLL
Lieuisiont Ceuwsral ., USA#
Direetor
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* SIGDIT, GOHZDIT, ELINT never used in report. Only ' Loru'nunications inta1 ’igarire, 1~nte:—w and rader information" used.

PAGE
166

1y, 20,
80,83

136
39=41, 1

203-205

21, 22, 317,
114

147

23, 37

31

SUBJECT
"Closed door discussion of SIGINT

Mc's descriptions of SIGINT

Mc refers to 9 intercepts

Mc lists items of info lsading to
retaliation

Best description of SIGINT
shown to committes

'Separate references to
attack warning message

Mc overstates warning message
under attack message

2 a/c, 2 PTs lost message

L]
REMARKS

Content missing. Do not know what form or how much SIGINT was shclln‘to
commibtee membhers. :

Mc systematically used overkill language with SIGINT (highly
unirpeachable, incontrovertible, conclusive). All SIGINT surroun
Ton Kin flexible for interpretetion, but Mc took extreme stance om 1
use as proof. ‘

ad,

|

|

Cannot further identify . |
|

\

|

of 11 items cit.ed, 8 are operations, 3 SIGJ]IT.
1. attpgk warning missage - oqn"hbh
2. invglved ix.atbhok megsage’-: hati-equatable
3. 2 bdlta lost message - equatable (see p. 37 below)

Mc here paraphreses FUUR messages
l. warning message - equatable :
2. 1RV preparations for attack - equatable
3. and . two boats lost and downing two U.S. alrcraft m+ble
to just one message (see p. 37 below) ‘

Fguatable to available SIGINT
In replying to lesding question from SEN MORSE, Mc lends greater
strength to this message than is contained therein.

Cannot equate - Mc's interpretation of whatever t.his message cont.aindd
was severely criticized by SEN GORE ) :

Can equate to message A.J. Austin claimed belonged to 2 Aug evidenoe.
Later, page 203-205, Mc seemed either to split this message into 'ho,‘
or group several into just two (see p. 136 - "9 messages")

(WL, W 1
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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECCRD

Subject: Interview with Mr. Arthur McCafferty, White House Staff,
) on the gise of SIGINT in shaping W.H. decisions on
Southeadt Asia

Present: Miss Jeanne-Renee Jones, Dr. David Y. MeManus, and
Mr. Arthur McCafierty

Direct White Eouse Use of SIGINT

SIGINT reaches the W.H. in two forms: a5 a direct produch
from NSA end as "finished" intelligence -- CIB's,USIB Watch Repcres,
and other documents produced as a Jjoint effort of the Intelligence
Community. Although the sum of these is necessery to provide the
President with a foundation upon which to base his decisions on
Southeast Asia, the President and his Initelligence Advisory Steff
have felt reluctant to depend heavily on “"finished" inteliligence.

A number of reasons exist for this reluctence. "Finished"
intelligence does not and probzably never will succeed in producing
the cuick reaction cepsbility needed by the President. The
“Pinished" intelligence disseminated by the Washington community,
moreover, obscures the sense of urgency often felt in Saigon, and
also obscures the identity of the sources of information. It

does not reveal the large volume of data on which the intelligerce
Judgments have been made, and volume of data is frequently indicative
of the validity of the intelligence. Finished intelligence, finally,
is always at best second hand.

For these reasons, the W.H. staff personally reviews 'raw"
intelligence (a texrm defined as being the original source intelli-
gence material as 1t is recelved from the collector before undergoing
the digestive processes of the Intelligence Community). By reviewing
the raw product, the President can gain the sense of the material,
form his own informal opinion, formulate alternative courses of
action, compare his opinion with the formal net judgment of the
Intelligence Gommunity when this 1s recelved, and finally make his
formal decision, which is then the result of his own consideration
of the raw product combined with the judgment of the Intelligence -

Community.
, (72—
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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLJ‘\ND 20755

An example of this process occurred during the Tet offensive
of early 1968. Before the offensive and before receiving "finished
intelligence, the President had formed an opinlon based on raw product
that the Viet Cong would change thelr tacties from & wer of attrition

- to assaulting key cities and thus achieve a better press, if nothing
else. The Tet offensive therefore came as no surprise, snd the
President gained insight into this change of tactics on a very timely
basis by reviewlng SIGINT provided directiy to the WH.

fechanics of SIGINT transmittal to the WH

The transmittal of the raw SIGINT product from NSA to the WH
is regulated through quasi-formzl Zizison. Wae: criginally requested by
the National Security Council to provide SICINT support to the WH in this
direct fashion, NSA assigned a civilizn stefi member as iiaison officer
with the WZ. This liaison officer currertly sscerteins the needs c¢f the WH
and, =5 required, serves as an advisor on guestions concerrcirg the inter-
pretation, clarification, znd safeguzrdirng of SIGIKT proauct being transmitted
directly to the WH. In some cases, the requiremert calls for routine or
periodic reports, in some cases it is for aperiodic reports, end in still
other cases the need mey be for a one-time report.

SIGINT product 1s currently passed cirectly to the VH by four
secure communications systems: CRITICOMM (teleprinter); LSX (Long-~
distance Xerography) relayed through the National Military Command
Cenver, Pentagon; Presidential Secure Voilce Network (KY-3); and
AUTOSEVOCOM (Automated Secure Voice Commurications).

Normally NSA has responsibility for selecting the subject matter
of the SIGIKT material transmitted to the WH, but WH retains the preroga-
tive of requiring NSA responses on SIGINT irn the NSA inventory that may
relate to a developing situation or to events observed by the WH in other
sources of intelligence.

WH Processing of SIGINT

The President®s Intelligence Advisory Staff has the function of
reviewing SIGINT, along with other sources of intelligence, for items
meriting Presldential attentlion. The Advisory Staff finds SIGINT more

X173




NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY /NSA25X1

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755 / NSAZ5X3

readily assimileble than other forms of "raw" 1Dtelllgence since 1t comes
to the WH accompanied by a NSA technicel zssessment of the coantent. Items
selected for Presidential attention are analyzed and sumarized for presenta-
tion to the President in the form of oral or written briefings. If there
should be SIGINT data of outstanding 51gn1’1cance, it is passed to! him in
its original form.

From tine to time, and o‘ten gtixulated by SIGINT recelved, the
WH intelligence steff prevared "think pieces." ' These are transmitted to
the President clearly designated as "think pieces” so that the President
will withhold = formal decision until receiving the Intelligence Community
assessment. The WH "think" document is c_rcuLated among meubers of the
Communlty either to generate a community evaWu tion in the case of & subject
not yet under community consideration or fo stimulalte the comm”nluy o
quicker response in the case of 2 subject already under cormunity review.
The use of the Wi "think pieces" is irn addition %o, not in dlsnarmony with,

the normal Comrmunity assessmeatb procedh“es conducted in response to WH
requirements.

Exemples of WH use of SIGINT

Direct use of SIGILT &t tﬁe WH Dbegen et the time of the Culf of
Tonkin incident in Lugust 186k.  The significance of this event was such
that the WH minutely Scrutlnl”ed sl eveilable intelligence having eveq

. the most remote relevance. The decision to reteliate or not to retzliate

lay in determination of DRV intent or ronintegs to atiack. SIGINT elone
provided the positive evidenbe of DRV premedﬂgiion and vas instrumeﬁtal in
shaping the President’s decision to retaliate. In September 1964, another
"incident" took place in the Gulf of Tonkin. Absence of SIGINT in this

case led to the WH conclusion that the DRV had not preplenned any deliberate
action in the Gulf of Tonkin at that time. Based on this NSA negative

position voiced by DIRNSA, the President decided that the U.S. forces

would not retaliate after the September incident.

Violation of CFICOM,alr space by U.S. aircraft

SIGINT 1nfluenced Presidential statements answering the aberiodlc _
Communist Chinese claims of U.S. violations of its border. In response to
Communist Chinese public complaints, the U.S. military forces concerned,

on occasion, denled the violations on the basis of pllot statements, an

gther sources. To resolve doubts SIGINT, in the form of intercepted

North Vietnamese tracking of hostile (U.S. ) aireraft, served

t
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to adjudicate the opposing claims and to guide the Pre51deﬁ£ on iss
statements on this issue, enabling the President to accept or deny U.
culpabillity. The WH considered that SIGINT hes helped to prevent the

unintentional involvement of Communist China of¢1cially in the Vietnam
war.

North Vietramese Infiltration

. SIGINT on North Vietnemese infiltretion of South Vietnam has become a
routine input to the WH. Before and during the 1964-65 infiltration of

the North Vietnam (IVK) 325th Division into South Vietnem, the WH had

not been following pure SIGINT; rather, at thet time the WH was using two
sources: MACV reports from the field znd the "finished" product of tha
Intelligence Community incorporeting SIG T”. At that time the WH was ‘
dependent upor the formel Washington intelligence community for assessmgrt
end was also just beginning to become acquainted with individuel types of
primery intelligence such as SIGINT. /in zddition, at that time VH interest
in infiltration vas in the fect of irfiltration and SIGINT was ouly one of
several sources that demonstrated this fact. Between the time of the 325th
Division infiltration and the 1n¢1lur;tlon c? the 304th and 32oth Divisions
in late 1967 end early 1968 the. A%5%e ceeepoed the infiltretion ;1gures estab-
lished by MACV. During the ;n.¢luruu*o“ of the 30Wth arnd the 320th Divmalons,
the VH learned to use SIGINT and the cryptologic zgencies acnleved success
in exploiting the NV infiltretion comrunicetions. £s a resuld ., the Wi

came to rely solely upon SIGINT in assessing the number of 1nfilt ators
coming into South Vieu“am £rom the north. | *

The advences of/SIGIni technology of 1968 also have provided a
sizeable input %o White House Order-of-Batile bookkeeping. Prior to the
Tetv Offensive of early 1568 SIGINT had been producing a sizeable inpubs
concerning location, identification, and numbering of enemy forces vlthin
SVN. Following the Tet Offensive, the cryptologic success during Merch 19 8
increased White house dependence upon SIGINT for Order-of-Battle ‘o 90p«

Other Uses of SIGII‘T"1

ST INT serves the WH in a mumber of other WaYSe '
‘traffic is scanned for information on the NVN internal econonmic

gicuatcion and for the extent of Noxrth Vietnam's de endence or the Eurasian
Communist bloe countries. Content of exploitable| commnications

and trafflc enalytic results from unexploiteble communicatlons
provide valuable insights into peace probes. At times, SIGINT £ills gaps

i PPzt S Sl il YinHERA ¥ e
R Lt “auP b Ve aiac i B H\iun




e b e Tk

e,

3 ._‘

‘:Tf—jm | D WA el A A i N Lk I ow's S . 19 f ressa
DT IR Shisid §IKElNES |
: - NSA25X1
NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY NSAZSX3

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755

in intelligence coverage normally provided by other sources such as photo-
graphic intelligence (PHOTOINT) and human intelligence (HUKINT). In the
Spring of 1968, SIGINT evidence of an enemy road-building project between
Ashau and the sea, with its implied threat o the city of Hue, was a case
in point. SIGINT informatlon on occasion helved the U.S. avoid pelitically
embarassing situations. Upon learning through SIGIKNT of the proposed visit
[ %0 Hanoi, the VH directéd a cessation of bombing until

departure of the delegation could be ascertained. Finally, SIGINT helped

the WH desl with Congress during the early 1968 Congressional investigation
of the Gulf of Tonkin affeir. Relevent SIGINT was exhumed ard presented

to Congress. Tie WH viewed this presentation of SIGINT as heving been
instrumentel in satisfyirg Congress zs to the incontestability of North
Vietnam's preplanning the attacks on U.S. forces in the Gulf of Tonkin in
August 196L.

Outlook for corscinuved SICINT utilization by 13558

The WH expects that SIGILT wili be a prime source of intelligence
if and when agreements are produced as a result of present pezce negotistions,
It will be necessary to confirm Viet Cong/lorth Vietnamese de-escalation.
Here again, absence of SIGINT on Vietnemese Commmunist planning and movemeris,

may provide the reeded negavive indicator thet the Vietnamese :Communists
are, in fact, de-escalating.

!
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27 December 1471}

—SECGRET—

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. FRED BUZHARDT,
GENERAL COUNSEL, OSD

SUBJECT: Request from Senator Fulbright

The letter of 8 December 1271 from Senator Fulbrignt
refers 1o tne possibiiity of a mix-~up in the dates cf intercept
ci North Viethamese messages bsaring on events in the Gul?
of Tonkir.. Mr. Fulbright asks that members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee staff pe allowea to examtine the
craginals of the intercepts involivec.

. have no objection: to allowing a staff member 10 see
N&Si: recora copies of the "originals” ot pertinent rraffic nere
in secure spaces &t NSA. 1 propose not t¢ show nin. any evaiua-
1lve Or supplementary materiais, ac that 1t bevonc the scope cf
>enator Fulbright's reques:.

MY OWn estimate 1c that a perusa. ci “anginal’ inter-
cepts wili not resoive the specific 1ssue tc ~nich >enator
Fulbright refers. : an. not privy tc hov the Secrstary of Defense
&t that time mav have interpreted then..

. . NOEL GAYLER
Vice Acmiral, U.S. Navy
Director

Declassified and approved for release by NSA on 11-09-2005 pursuant to E.O. 12958, as|
amended
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J. W, FULBRIGHT, ARK., CHAIRMAN _g%l.ﬂ_—
JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA. GEORGE D. AKEN, ¥..

MIKE MAMSFIELD, MONT, KARL K. MUNDT, 8. DAX,
FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO CLIFFORD P, CASE, N.J.
STUART SYMINGTON, MO. JOHM SHERMAN COOPER, KY.
CLAIBORNE PELL, R.). JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y

suewucostwn, | Wwasornen AVlnifed Diates Denafe
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
ARTHUR M. KUHL, CHIEF CLERK WASI;II‘IGTON. D.C. 20510

/ January 24, 1972

Dr. Louis W. Tordella
Deputy Director
National:Security Agency
Fort Meade, Maryland

Dear Dr. Tordella:

Thank you for your courtesy in seeing me on
Friday and in giving me access to the Tonkin inter-
cepts as Secretary Laird had arranged.

I have now prepared the memorandum which I
mentioned and which I plan to send to Senator Ful-
bright. I enclose a draft of that memorandum and
before sending it to the Senator I want to be sure
it is accurate in its references to our conversation
and the intercepts which you showed me. I hope you
will feel free to note any changes which you think
should be made in this draft and call to my attention
any misrepresentations that may inadvertently have
crept in.

It would also be most helpful if I could have a
photocopy of the one-page message you showed me --
which I called a "reconstruct' (I welcome a better
word). I would like to send that as an attachment
to my memorandum to the Senator. If you are agree-
able to sending me a copy of this message, it would
be helpful if it might be footnoted to interpret
those symbols showing time of receipt, time of -de-
_gs¥ue§ien, etc.

De_classified and approved for release by NSA on 11-15-2005 pursuant to E.O. 12958, as amended




As you will note, I have taken the liberty of
expressing my personal opinion on several points.
I tried not to describe any opinion you expressed
except if related to your technical knowledge on
the subject of communications and intercepts.

I take the occasion in this letter to note that
you did make the point several times that in your
view there was no doubt that the skippers of the
MADDOX and the TURNER JOY thought they were under
attack on August 4th and I expressed the view that on
a dark night in a scary situation I could well under-

stand that condition.
S;;g %;7 yours,

Carl

CM : mmm

Enclosure
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JOHM SPARKMAN, ALA.
MIKE MANSFTELD, MONT.
PRANK CHURCH, IDAHO
STUART SYMINGTON, ’0.
CLAIBORNE PELL, R.J.
GALE W. MC GEE, WYD.

s cmmn (.

KARL E. MUNDT, 8. DAX.
CLIFFORD P. CASK, N.J.
JOHN SHERMAN COOPIER, KXY,

anlfw Loemw, | wewscmnea WVlnifed Diates Denatle

WILLIAM B. SPONG, JR., VA,

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

CARL MARCY, AFE
ARTHUR M, mfn‘.l.‘:u?:r';l.m WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

January 20, 1972

—SEGRET __ /‘DRAFT?

SENATOR FULBRIGHT:
Subject: Tonkin Incident

Last December 8th you wrote Secretary Laird
asking if he could arrange to have a member of the
staff examine ''the originals of the intercepts" of
communications which Secretary McNamara had testi-
fied were conclusive proof that the August 4, 1964
attack in the Gulf of Tonkin had indeed occurred.
(See attached letter).

The reason for the request was that a care-
fully researched book by Anthony Austin entitled
The President's War had offered the hypothesis.
that the significant intercepts which were received
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the President on
August 4th were in fact related to the admitted
incident of August 2nd and not to the alleged in-
cident of August 4 which precipitated retaliation
and the Tonkin resolution. There was no allega-
tion in the book that there had been any connivance
in misreading the intercepts but that there had been_ .

confusion in the dates. L M
Ubdwxok :

Today I went to the National S
met with Dr. Louis W. Tordella, puty Director of
NSA, and with the General Coungel, Roy Banner. They
showed me all the intercepts/relating to the incidents
of August 2 and 4. Dr., Tordella went over with me in
detail the method by which these intercepts are ob-
tained, interpreted, and transmitted to NSA and then
distributed to the intelligence community.

Tity Agency and

 SECGRER.__
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The intercepts of August 2 leave no doubt that
the attack on the destroyer Maddox occurred substan-
tially as reported at the time and that two or three
of the attacking North Vietnamese patrol boats had
been damaged or destroyed.

The one significant intercept with the date of
August 4th reported that the North Vietnamese had
attacked the enemy (the United States) and damaged
him. (Full message attached?). Secretary McNamara
had testified that this message was received in the
Pentagon while our ships ''were actually under attack."
He also said that the message was coming in "twelve
minutes after our ships reported they were being
attacked,”

The significant thing to me was that this Aug-

“yust 4th intercept was not in the same form as the

JAugust 2 intercepts which I was shown. While it
;indicated that it had been received in NSA on Aug-

{ ust 4th during the attack and had been passed on to

. the Pentagon) this intercept was not an original. It
was in theée nature of a one paragraph summary or re-

construct of the intercept. I asked for the original
or a clear copy of the original as I had been shown
of the August 2 intercepts. Dr. Tordella said they
did not have the original. He had searched for it

without success; he was showing me all they had on the

two incidents because he had thought some questions
might be raised. So far as the intercept reconstruct
dated August 4, he assumed that the original teletype
communication received by NSA had been destroyed as
being no longer necessary to retain because it had

been used to produce the August 4 reconstructed or
summarized message.

I told Dr. Tordella that on the basis of what I
had seen I felt I had to report to Senator Fulbright
substantially as follows:

{
'
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"I (Marcy) had not seen any intercept that
showed conclusively that the August 4th attack had
occurred. The relevant intercept of August 4th
showed only that the message described above (copy
attached) had been received in NSA and passed on on
August 4 but there was nothing in the message which
indicated the actual day or time when the message
had been transmitted and intercepted as was true
with respect to other intercepts of August 2.

"Dr. Tordella agreed there was nothing in the
message he showed me that would give one assurance
that the actual transmission and interception had
taken place on August 4th. I hypothesized from the
content of the message that it might as easily have
been a summary of events that took place on August 2
as an intercept taken during the time of the August 4
alleged action. Dr. Tordella said there was mnothing
in the document dated August 4 and nothing in the files
of NSA that would rebut that hypothesis.”

It is my conclusion that the principal intercept
which the Administration in 1964 honestly thought
proved the August 4 attack on the Maddox and Turmer
Joy was, in fact, a message either intercepted on
August 2 or, if in fact intercepted on August 4th,
referred to the attacks on August 2,

Car]l Marcy
CM : mmm
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!/ I (Marcy) was shown conclusively that considerable SIGINT
e!vidence was Wailghle.w on 2 August to
the effect that the North Vietnamese had intended to and had attacked
the MADDOX on that date. This evidence consists of numerous inter-
cepts of North Vietnamese traffic by several U.S. field intercept
stations. I was told that their substance and at times their exact
wording had been incorporated in electrical messages (dispatches) sent

to the JCS and selected field commanders, among others, at high-priority

precedence. . RNy T
A, WS
it.v:as sEown only one piece dAéIGINT))evidence that sesEasts

,;.;_ Ry o e phfireshineiis—} iatnamese. o 4 August.

This was an NSA publication as a formal piece of SIGINT end product

of a translation of a North Vietnamese message intercepted by a U.S.
field station on 4 August. I was told that this intercepted message

was issyued as serialized end product rather than incorporated with other
ynakernsd

Gatiplgpwee in dispatch because of the events of 2 August and its apparent
importance in connection with events in the Gulf of Tonkin. etso-was
el thet-thre-sopy-irrasShowrwas-thohard=(relord) Copy oo
beel-wp-en.alocirical relea o oftbis~SIGiNT-arndwpreduais A copy of thi@.
electrical release was available but a copy of the intercepted enciphered

traffic on which the release was based was not available. Copies of the

enciphered intercept messages of 2 August had been shown me as I noted
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above. Dr; Tordella said that he believed 1|;l'{e issuance of fofmal end
product accounted for the nonretention of th‘e worksheets and raw
material in the NSA files in contrast to the 2 August intercepts which
were not issued as serialized formal end product. Dr. Tordella said
that he could not certify that the events reported in the message actually

occurred on the 4th vice the 2d but he pointed out the consisten th
1'/0#1 P-M %3

internal North Vietnamese date/time group (4 Aug EMW-, time ,
/Df‘?f”“*rm W) 9335144»\ ‘*‘4‘4\.\

of intercept (4 Aug %) and time of issuance by NSA (;Aug 9337y as

conclusive evidence of transmission by the 5\Iorth Vietnamese, 1ntercept
and issuance b .§4§ > 3723 EDT
ae iRetanee YL”?%A.,&“._UQ“S' P Avgust ok 3:33PN E.DT,

"
sees= Lefcannot determine, from the evidence of the message available,

the extent to which the Secretary relied upon SIGINT in deciding that an
attack on the TURNER JOY was intended or actually took place on 4 August
but he does know that her commanding officer reported to the JCS that he
was being attacked. He was told that the Secretary had i reporgthat

the TURNER JOY was under attack, as well as the translated message

A




issued as SIGINT end product which he understood was received by

the Secretary in the same time frame as i&reporsfrom the TURNER JOY.
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1 (Marcy) was shown conclusively that considerable SIGINT
evidence was available on 2 August to the effect that the North Viet-
namese had intended to and had attacked the: MADDOX on that date.
This evidence consists of numerous intercepts of North Vietnamese |
traffic by several U.S. fleld intercept stations. I was told that their
substance and at times their exact wording had been incorporated in
electrical messages (dispatches) sent tortha JCS and selected fleld
commanders, among others, at high-priority precedence. '

1 was shown only one piece of signals intelligence (SIGINT)
evidence that can be related to the events of 4 August. This was an
NSA pul;ltcauon as a formal piece of SIGINT end product of a translation
of a North Vietnamese message intercepted by a U.S. field station on
4 August. 1 was told that this intercepted message was issued as
serialized end product rather than {ncorparated with other material in
dispatch bacause of the events of 2 August and its apparent importance
in connection with evzfis in the Gulf of Tonkin. A copy of the electrical
releast;z\was available but a copy of the intercepted enciphered traffic
on which the release was based was not available. Copies of the en-
ciphered intercept messages of 2 August had been shown me as 1 noted

above. Dr. Tordella said that he believed the issuance of formal end / Fl {77L
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product acoounted for the nonretention of the worksheets and raw

i
material in the NSA files in contrast to the 2 Ahgust intercepts whlch
weurnot issued as séﬂd@ formal end product. Dr. Tordella said
that he could not certify that the events reported in the message ac-
tually occurred on the 4th vice the ZdbuthapolmdouttheconsistM
of the internal North Vietnamese dats/time group (4 Aug, 10:42 p.m.
Tonkin time), time of intercept (4 Aug, 10:59 p.m. Tonkin time), and
time of issuance by NSA (5 Aug, 2:33 a.m. Tonkin time), as conclusive
evidence of transmission by the North Vietnamese, intercept and issu-
ance by the U.S. on 4 August at 3:33 p.m. E.D.T. or 5 August, 2:33 a.m.
Tonkin time.

Dr. Tordella cannot determine, from the evidence of the message
avatlable, the extent to which the Secretary relied upon SIGINT in de-
ciding that an attack on the TURNER JOY was intended or actually took
place on 4 August but he does know that her commanding officer reported
to the JCS that he was being attacked. He was told that the Secretary
had reports that the TURNER JOY was under attack, as well as the trans-
lated message issued as SIGINT end product which he understood was -
received by the Secretary in the same time frame as reports from the

TURNER JOY.
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3.

KIN . NIC REPORT NO: 270/68 .
- = . L] -
) — CONFIDENTIAL Page 2
In early 1965, an article appeared in the NHAN DAN newspaper (NVN) telling of

of the U.S.%attmpfg to infiltrate NVN at the Gulf of TONKIN, The U,S. had
been turned back by NVN patrol ships at great loss of life.

| .
In April/May 1965, UNG VAN KHIEN,son of former NVN Minister of Foreign Affaire
UNG VAN KHIEN,had said that the incident at the Gulf of TONKIN had been
provoked by; NUN. The U.S. warship CO-DUC was in international waters at the
time two N? trol boats sighted her. The NVN believed the U.S. Navy was

weak and s out orders had attacked the U.S. ship while it was Btill in
internatio: aters. One NVN patrol boat was sunk and the other was driven

off, Afte:ﬁhp U.S5. ship withdrew, a Communist Chinese submarine went out and
towed the ¢ ed patrol boat back into the Gulf of TONKIN,*dut of international
waters, so fhat the U.S. could be blamed for violating NVN waters and trying

to infiltra VN.

At the timejofi the TONKIN incident, the NVN Minister of State GIAP stated that
the NUN Air{ Force and Navy was weak, NVN was going to build two more airfields

" with Soviet| sponsorship. One was located in NGOC LAG District, THANH HOA Province

and the ot.h;r in DA PHUC District, VINH PHUC Province NVN. The latter airfield

- was completed in January 1966 and used the code name, Worksite 105 (Source

did not know the location). It was NVN's largest airfield and the field where

most of thejMig 17's and 21's landed,
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13 August 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: Church Committee Interest in Gulf of Tonkin Incident

1. In a telephone conversation with Mr,., Frank Foster on 13
August, a member of the Church Committee, Mr. Betts, said he had heard
that a Mr. Gerhard or Dr. Howe of NSA had put together a number of
cryptologic studies in which the staff might be interested. Mr, Foster
and Mr. Lowman subsequently arranged a Gerhard - Betts phone conversation,

2, During this latter conversation, Betts began by asking about
our studies generally. I tried to interest him in our most innocuous
and non-CW work, Deadly Transmissions, but was unable to arouse much
interest in COMSEC. He soon began to ask a number of pointed questions
about draft materials he thought I had concerning the Gulf of Tonkin
incidents of 1964. I acknowledged I had some materials, I said I had
not examined them in over 4 years and would have to review them before
saying anything definite, particularly about draft materials. I told
him flatly 4 or 5 times that I did not have any finished or published
work on this subject.

3. The above exchange and the Newsweek item attached suggest
that we may be asked to provide Gulf of Tonkin - related materials to

the committee.
Q&

William D. Gerhard
D4, Staff Research Element

Incl:
a/s
TP.L. 86-36
cc: ESS, Mr. B
ESS, Mr. pess incl)
ESS, Mr. " ") ' .
D4, Mr. n " )

Approved for Release by NSA on 11-30-2005 pursuant to E.O. 12958, as amended
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Artasinant

The attached request for information from the
Chairman of the Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental
Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities is forwarded
for preparation of an appropriate response. Please return

) .z . your response by 29 August 1975 as an attachment to a

draft letter of transmittal to the Committee for my signature
and coordlnate your response with NSA.
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1. Wuat key Indlvideals vere involved in planning the 3W-A a0 DE 50
) prograaa?  Wiat ;;mvi:;io-?:a ware there {or otrdination of'v spacific
eovert é;f;x‘&t.iaz'xs and intelligence collection rdusions, i agi_é;fr
e —n ‘ e .l N

what was the role of X358 in the IR 8010 patrols? VWas the specisl
camunleations contingent Whildh reported shonrd the USS Maddox
on 30 July 1954 a Mdepartment” {copletely wnder jurisdiction of

fwdr, terrick) or » detachwent” {with Svparabe reporting chirmels

to thz Yaval Security Giou and/or 1EA)? _ —

How a4 Oparation SWLUCHBATE affect develonswnt of OPLAN BIf-A?
Wiat foim dig CIA pacticipation in H}‘g{_fg'fz{'e?} take? Waia MACGASOS

Infornzd of the acleduie patrod routes of [€ 540 patiois?

What were coprdinniion procedures between (T4 and militury

.

persominel dn the erscutlon of Jh-A actions? %o wore the motion

officrys in Salron and Dunang for the 39-A operatiofs of 30 July
1855 {attacta an W Nieu and Hon Mo Ialands) ard 3 fugust 1984

(uavibirdient of Reon Rlver eztusry &sd Vinh Soih radar Instaliation)?
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UNITED STATES GOVE MENT

_ Memorandum Gy

. i P Serial: D4/SRE-016-75
To * DDO (Mr. /Mr . - DATE: 28 August 1975
———
FROM D4/SRE
SUBJEC) Tonkin Gulf Inquiry Key Questions/Document Request

Responses below relate to questions numbered similarly in the Church Committee
staff request. '

N e
——————— . e e
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-

1 a. Key individuals. NSA individuals with knowledge of planning aspects
.~of the 34-A and DeSoto programs are Dr. Louis Tordella, Milton Zaslow, Donald Oliver,
David Gaddy, Delmar Lang, Fred Coles Renee Jones, and William Gerhard. These individ-
uals would have knowledge of communications intelligence measures taken in support of
these programs. They did not plan, however, the 34-A or DeSoto missions themselves.

b. Coordination. Normally, NSA received advance information that 34-A
or DeSoto operations would take place and used that information to adjust the SIGINT
- production process to support the operations.

T a. Role of NSA in DeSoto patrols. NSA worked,_as-neted-already, in an
inte gence-support capacity. The¢% is to say, NSA and associated field units obtained
intelligence on North Vietnamese and Chinese military forces affecting the safety of
the missions and providing a measure of the reaction, if any, of these forces to the
U.S. missions.

b.  Special communications unit aboard Maddox. Referred to as a '"'direct
support unit" (DSU) or "supplemental radio detachment" (SUPRAD), the element in
question was under the operational control of Maddox commander. The DSU emphasized
intelligence collection which would yield information affecting the ship's safety.
It also maintained communications with Naval Security Group, other associated shore-
based units, and NSA in order to facilitate exchange of intelligence and technical
information pertaining to the ship's mission. NSA25%3

") £ 3,43  SWITCHBACK. No information available.

<242/E MAC/SOG's knowledge of DeSoto patrols. NSA has no evidence that
MAC/SOG was or was not aware of the DESOTO schedules and routes. CINCPAC controlled
DESOTO patrols; MAC/SOG, the 34-A operation.
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LNb‘A has no specliic 1ntormation on this subject.

{;‘ 10. NSA reports/documents on DeSoto patrols of 1964. NSA has in some volume

\/éessage traffic, reports with chronologies and resumes, and intelligence product
relating to 1964 DeSoto patrols, including the one of 31 July. For the most part
in microform, these will require some time for processing and reproduction.

'NSA believes it has both
rectives and is currently“segyching its micro-

é) 11. Mission directives to Lt.
general and specific instructions/di

form files for them.

An NSA publication of 1969 (inclosure) gives in summary form NSA acti&ﬁé«ig
support of 34-A and DESOTO operations. See the following pages of inclosure for
additional information on subjects listed: C“ﬁf’gé?ée

DeSoto patrols pp 50, 138

pp 110-113, 116, 119<20, 127-28,

OPLAN 34-A and NSA's ’
134-35, 137ﬂ,w’

KIT KAT Support Plan

_ | | B ¥%bt Gerhard

D4, Staff ‘Research Element

Inci TN 7
;zryptologig\sifﬁpry Seriei\gjg;ication, In the Shadow of -War

NSA, 1969) NN

cc: D4, Mi;lb—
f;f:]4§M -

T T T v A DV of S e L NS |

. 3 /_)-:3\ — . o - —= .
’ §5)ﬁ144 AJAV..aA N AT Do

-n e cge eme s 1-'-;\.—*-3@{!:‘!‘“

Ay 3
Ei"\gﬁ!‘.;l-l.: ‘: Lo : v u.' bl-n-‘ﬁ 1 L saslawd u:a!‘i) :I‘J‘L

.

— T e A [ - SuBaE———




/(“\ \T‘I ‘ﬁ’;‘*“’y?fif/ﬁw.)éfﬁ/

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D C

Lt. General Gordon A Bleke, USAF
Director, National Sceurity Agency
Fort Meade, Maryland

Deer General Blake:

I have ncted with great pride end eatisfection the outstanding
performance of U.S. SIGINT units in conmection with recent
avents in the Gulf of Tonkin. I wish, therefore, on behalf
of the Secretary of Defense and myself, to express the deep
appreciation of the Department, of Defense for & Job well done.

Please convey our gratitude and congratulations to the persomnel
of the Natlonal Security Agency and the Service Cryptologic
Agencles for the vigilance &nd skill which they have once agein
demonstrated so clearly. In particular, I wish to commend the
officers and men of the SIGINT units in Southeast Asis for their
great contribution to the protection of U.8. llves, property &nd
interests in that area.

Sincerely,

" srevEp’

Copy _._;3_-__ of __._S_._.. Copires

!5‘7\,.,/ o AL Page L. o2 __t.__ Pages
nmrﬁr’? Declassified per E.O. 12958, as
e amended by WHS Declassification on
07-13-2006

i N o
Ty A FUPON M. YT
Lo WCTIYIT SIS I L S DT
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

2l

Fia
19 SEP 1975

Dear Bill:

This is in response, in part, to Senator Church's 8 August 1975
letter to Secretary Schlesinger requesting certain information and
documents relating to the Gulf of Tonkin -incident.

The National Security Agency has prepared a specific response
to Key Question 2 and has forwarded the documents mentioned in items
10 and 11 of the request. These materials and documents are exXtremely
sensitive, to be handled in COMINT CHANNELS ONLY. I would like to make
these materials available to appropriately cleared staff members in my
office, according to established procedures.

Sincerely,

<

Thémas K. Latimer _ ‘
The Special Assistant i

Mr, William G, Miller
_ Chief of Staff : i
Senate Select Committee ’
on Intelligence ' : |

Room G308

Dirksen Senate Office Building . |
Washington, D. C. 20510 : |
|
|

Copy furnished:
. Director, NSA

Declassified and approved for release by NSA on 11-30-2005 pursuant to E.O. 12958, as amended
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UNITED STATES (l()‘.‘ +MEN] i

Memorandum ‘

' _ Serial: ©0&4/SRe 018-75
o DDO (Mr. /M| Do DAIE: 3 September 1975 |

B
¥
;

~“NSA25X3

FROM "D4/SRE _

SUBJEC) Tonkin Gulf Inquiry Key Questions/Jocument Request
: . ' : 86-36
: Information given herein is in response (v a request from the
? staff of the Church Committee.

. Key question 2 on Role of NSA in DESUTu Patrols

: NSA operated in an intelllgence support capacity. - That is
to say, NSA and associated field units (including those. -aboard DLSOTU
vessels) obtained intelligence on North Vietnamese ‘and Chinese military
forces which related to the safety of the vessels or which contributed
to U.S. intelligence on those forces, -

The Naval Security hroup,{thé/Navy s cryptologic agency,
-provided SIGINT direct support units (bSU's) with persoanel and equipment,
primarily from a shore station” “(USN-27) in the Philippines, for the DhaOTO

series of destroyer patrols. | 1
[ 'the DESOTO patrols lasted frowm 1962 tnrough the

spring of 1965. The unit's primary mission was to provide, tnrough inter~
cept, early warning of attack and tactical intelligence in support of the
operational requirements of the ewmbarked commandcr. ‘

I S g T penrs 3 e

A letter of instruction issued by tlre commander of the Seventh |
Fleet outlined the missions of the DESOTU patrols, The patrols would ‘
assert the right of the freedom of the seas in international waters and
collect intelligence for both the commander of the Seventh Fleet and
Wwashington-level consumers., The objective was two fold - operational

and intelligence. To achieve the operational goals, the patrol |
to familiarize themselves with the areas patroled and determineT:ffii:::]

or North Vietnamese response to the patrols., To achieve the intelligence
goals, the patrols were to collect - through SIGINT, photography, and
visual sightings - information on such subjecls as enewy seaward and air
defense postures, including disposition and capability of forces, werchant
shipping activity; and other topics as the opportunity presenteu itself.

The patrol of the USS Craiyg (DD 8$85) from 25 February through

12 March 1964 was representative of the DESOTU operations. Aboard the

Craig was the SIGINT direct support unit - designated USN-467Y - whose

mission it was to provide direct support for the embarked coamander and
to attempt unique intercept of communications and electronic intelligence




, . L ‘ .
L N
(ELIRT) signals unobtainable at -based intercept sites, In addition,
the patrol expected to stimulate and North Vietnawese communications
~and Perhaps even reactions fron| }] From suca

responses the intelligence community could add to its SIGINT knowledge
~of the surrounding area. The Craig wodld receive support from U.S.
stations in the Philippines (USN-27 and 'USA-57),| |
1 ] thxough special reporting onm

various intercept targets.

Ihe C:giul
: | | The destroyer proceeded
- west to the coast of North Vietnam and then ‘northward, coursinx tne
4 Gulf of Tonkdn until O March., Its return.track was by way of

thalliss =

i

. The USS Ingersoll (dD 652),
which served as back-up vessel for_ the patrol, apparently was not detected
until the latter part of patrol}\l

At ‘the tiame, the Craig
was considerably beyond the IZ-mile Iimit, R : & :

Special Communications Unit Aboard daddow
A DSU, USN-467N, was aboard the DLSUTU patrol destroyer USS$
Maddox in the Gulf of Tonkin when North Vietnamese PTF 'boats attacked
the destroyer in early August 1964. The DSU was under the operational
control of the Maddox commander. It maintained comwmundcations with th
Naval Security Group, other associated shore-based units, and NSA in
order to exchange intelligence and techunical information' 'pertaining
the ship's mission. . o ;

2. Documents pertaining to items 10 and 11 (Ddégmén
are appended. E

duést)

LAIRN L\
William . Gernara
D4, Staff Researci Element-

Incl:

al/s ) .
6F'/

NSA25X3




ACTION

TMITIALS BCIRCULATE

DATE [coompinavion

INITIALS R FILE

¢ ———

0ATE  Fimrommation -

o

INITIALS BNOTE AND
RENRAN

. ' : DATE PER COM -
.. V . VERSATION

1MITIALS BSEE ME

'
) oare ~ Estematume |
- B .

REMARKS

Following for information concerning
attached request/response:

1. Down through the years since Tonkin, the
Fulbright Committee repeatedly sought info ;
. . and documents on the G of T incidents.

’ : , : Dr. Tordella, I am aware, was very much

‘ ‘involved. Risk of possible embarassment,
exists 1n giving to Church what we may have
A . . . refused Fulbright.

W . . 2. Documents being provided form only a

. : selection of what is available. Two nqtable
omissions: .
R a. A black notebook on the mid-September
G of T incident

. . b. The KIT KAT support plan (SI) for
OPLAN 34-A.

Do NOT usc this form as a RECORD ol appiovals, concurrences,
disapprovals, n._...n-u:nau wilar actions H

" FROM

Bill Gerhard Cvenerrt © OO Mo T T

" s0a1-101-07 INEEEEE
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| . '_,‘ (Q s , ' ’
4<%j< GUP - XKIN GULF INQUIRY

- KEY QUESTIONS .

1. ¥hat key individuals were involved in planning the 34-aA

Lo~

Gl

and DE SOTO programs? Wﬁat provisions were there for “” G&/@\
couvrdination of specific covert operations and intelli- (

o

igende collection missions, if any? I

2. 1Whét was the role of NSA in the Dﬁ SOTO patrols? Was the
%peéial communications contingent which reported aboard the
USS Maddox on 30 July 1964 a ?departmeﬁt' (completely
under jurisdiction of Cmdr. Herrick) or a 'détachment“
(with separate ieporting channels to the Naval Security

Gro and/or NSA?) .
' P / CMJ’

- 3. How did Operation(SWITC BACK)affect development of OPLAN
 34-A7 What form did CIA participation in MAC/SOG take?
§$Q5X3 'Was MAC/SOG informed of the schedule and patrol routes

‘of DE SOTO patrols?

4.'fWhat were coordination procedures between CIA and military

personnel in the execution of 34-A operations of 30 July
1964 (attacks on Hon Nieu and Hon Me islands) and 3 August
1964 (bombardment of Rhon River estuary and Vinh Sonh

‘radgr installatiqn)?




N : S

0 0

Docg@ent;nequest

10. Ag internal (§sa directiveq _r_gmr-ts, or dogum ents
~ copcerning NSA's role or interest in DE SOTO patrols b

of 1964, especially the MADDOX patrol of 31 July. i

11. Mission directives to Lt |USNR 4
- {(head of the USS Maddox special communications. [
contingent, during the patrol of 31 July 1964) from o |
Naval Security Group, and/or fiom NSa. E f

NSA25X3 ' ' B.L. 86-36
'.ff
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[ - by TN MARIETY Af‘?ORPo_O rION .
| /AE%SPACE HEADQUARTERS. 1800 K STREET, N.WJ*@”FWGT ON, D.C. TELEPHONE (202) 823-1000

ALBERY C. HALL
VICE PRESIDENT, ENGINEERING

‘ébtgmber 1971

‘Dear Noel

This is a belated note of thanks for the enjoyable
luncheon on the fourteenth. It was very helpful
to have the informal discussion with you and your
staff,

I appreciate your arranging to have me briefed
in the various areas of your activity. I have
spent a very useful afternoon with Dr. Tordella,
and I am looking forward to the periodic brlefmgsw
that you have suggested. - .

With best regards,

ACH:lw |

Vice Admiral Noel Gayler, USN
Director

National Security Agency
Fort George G. Meade, Maryland 20755

e h 1329 Hod 1
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" TSEERER— Serial Number 00044P94
~ Report Number 10-65
Operational History
! 1, Subject: DESOTO PATROL,'Gulf of Tonkin; USS MADDOX (RD-781)/USN-467N
. N . . —-‘-‘
2, Time Frame: 28 JUL - 23 AUG 64
3. References: Proposed by CINCPAC 100342z JUL 64 _
Approved by JCS 7506 DTG 221930Z JUL 64
4., Enclosures: None '
5. -Responsibilit& of action personnel: Op-94G (G54)
: : 6. Background narrative: 'This was 18th DESOTO type patrol (each with NSG DET
X embarked) conducted since 1962. 1Itinerary of this patrol similar to the one
conducted earlier in 1964, Primary purpose of the patrol was '"to determine
DRV coastal activity". On 02 AUG, MADDOX attacked by 3 DRV PT boats, repelled
attack assisted by carrier aircraft and retired. CINCPACFLT 021104Z AUG 64
ordered MADDOX and TURNER JOY to resume track ''to assert right of freedom of
the seas". JCS 021745Z AUG 64 7680 approved. Second attack by DRV PT boats
) executed on 4-5 AUG, Embarked NSG DET effectively warned CO of both impending
oT attacks, .
7. Conclusions and lessons:  Use of Marines in NSG DETS questioned, but
finally resolved in favor of their use, CRITIC reporting procedures revised .
for DESOTO patrols to insure immediate availability of information
in Washington. OPINTEL broadcast monitored on board plus three intercept
positions appeared satisfactory, ' ' ' '
8. Recommendations: None
.
(O .
frgngms oy ecgn ,.,_.‘,.!-,\q-'- LEIAAEIIrT A Anrl sy
Faueiin b 0 TN AL ETTE N TP
il VET GULint bultarDd Oaly
ENCLODURE 4 - T HARDLE VIA COMINT CHANNELS—ONL¥—— -SEERET

2 ¢ MAY 1265
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(U ﬂ Y. . Serial Number 00044P94
Report Number 11-65

Operational History

1. Subject: DESOTO PATROL, Gulf of Tonkin; USS MORTON (DD-748)/USN-467P

' 2. Time Frame: 14 SEP - 21 SEP 64
3, References: Proposed by CINCPAC 080155Z.AUG 64
. Disapproved and later approved by JCS
4. Enclosures: None ‘ v
5. Responsibility of action personnel: Op-94G (G54)
6. Background narrative: 19th DESOTO type patrol, simillarj previous
MADDOX patrol. USS EDWARDS in Company. 18 SEP: DESOTO patrol ships ‘
opened fire on fast closing targets, Little definite COMINT or visual
confirmation of actual DRV attack. -
7. Conclusions and Lessons: None
8. Recommendations: Three intercept positions plus OPINTEL terminal
-~ appear optimum COMINT configuration to insure early warning. tip-off
to embarked .commander.
‘ ne - 1
EHCLOSURE (&)
B 6 MAY 1955 : —HANPEE- VA COMINRT CHANNELS ONLY— —eem:-mm&_'
sansITIC tER e anTeRrE Skl ikl e B4k R TP . .
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Cperational History

1. Subject: DESQTQ Patrol: Gulf of Tonkin

2,

3.

References:

Serial Number 00044P94

Report Number 12-65

Time Frame: 01 OCT - 15 QCT USS EDJARDS USN-L6TR~1

15 OCT - 1l BOV  USS MORTON USN-467 R-2
08 MOV - 1L NOV . USS EDWARDS USN-U67S
1l NOV - 27 DEC USS EIMARDS  USN-L57R-3

08 FEB - 1l FEB USS TOWERS

USN=-U6TD

15 FEB - 19 MAR USS BUCHANAN  USN-L67D

19 MAR = 21 APR

USN-27 /USS BUCHANAN

USN=-LETD

Above DES0TO Patrols on ready duty/standby duty as
proposed by COMSEVENTHFLT/CINCPACFLT and by CINCPAC 050255Z FEB 65,

JCS 1611372 APR 65 returned patrol forces to normal status.

L.
5.
6.

Enclosures: None

Responsibility of action personnel: Op-S4G (G5

Background narrative:

L)

Above patrols remained alerted and

active in training operations in the general vicinity of DA NANG.

No hostile reaction or encmy contact noted,

Intercept portion

of embarked DET occasionally stayed ashore w1th commun¢cations
personnel remaining embarked,

T

Conclu51ons and J.essons:

Increasing reliability of OPINTEL

broadcast indicated communication team vice on-board -intercept
team may provide best all around support.

8.

Recommendations: MNone

ENCLOSURE {5 ﬂ

2 6 MAY 1365
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