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Central Intzlligenoe Apency

Washingior, 01 ¢ 20505

Mr. John Greernwald, Jr. 17 %P 1997

Reference: P-1597-02079

Dear Mr. Creenwald:

This is ln response to vour 7 August 1997 Freedom of
Infermation Act(FDIA] reguest for the fcllowing records:

1. All documents pertmining to the Stargate
program.

Z. Al]l documentz related to remoce viewing and
the use of pasychics in DoD COperations.

Your request has been assigned the above refarence number faxr
identification purposes.

As you may already know, Project Star Gate was ofe
specific, rather ghort-lived, program that dealt with
research into the parapsvychological plienomencn known as
"remote viewing.” However, during recent yeoars we have come
to use “Star Gate” as a rupric for a series of CIA and 7.5,
Military remots viewing research projects.  All records
related to your second item, *all documents related to remote
viewing and the use of peychice in Dob Operaticns*" are
included in the Star CGate collection dezeribed below. The

projects discussed herein are defuncs; Loday CIA does not
fund remote viewing research.

Fursuant to a 1995 Congresesional mandate, the CTA
collecled CTA and Department of Detense rocords concernad
with parapsychological phencmena, malnly *remote viewlng,”
and began a program of review wikth the intentien of
declassifyving as many of these docwnents as possible. These
records, now referred to as the Star Gata Collection, include
all available informaticon on the related projects Star Gakea,

Grill Flame, Center Lane, Sun Streak, Stunt Pilct, Phoenix,

and Scanate. When the review and declassificaticn of all of
these preoject records is complete, Ehe Agency will transfer a
copy cf all Star Gate Collection releasable documents to bhe
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) . which
will in turn make them available to the pubilic. We believe
that the Agency will have transferred the Star Gate racords




to NARA by the 2nd of 19%8, after which time YOUu way redquest

specific docunsnta directly from MARA at the following
addreas:

Mg. Jeanne Schauble, Direstor
Eaaords TNeclaggificaktion Division (NND)
Boom 6350
The NHaticnal Archiwves at Collage Park
8501 Adelphi Road
College Perk, Maryland 20740-&001

A few documents related to remote viewing issues

remained outsids of the process described above. These
documents include:

1. A gummary of kasic conclusions from a
report prapared by The aAmerican Institutas For
REesearch, antitled An Bvaluation of Remote Viewing:

Fesearch and Applications, dated 2% Zaptember 1955
(6 pagez),

2. A CTA Statement on *Repote Viewing,” dated
6 Septembor 1935 (1 page) .

3. Progress Report Mo. 3, Covering the Period
1 April to 1 August 1974, dated 31 October 1974,

enkitled Perceptual Augmentation Technigues {109
cageas) .

4. Final Report - Covering the Period January
1974 throagh Fehruary 1975, entitled Perceptual

Augmantatiocn Teckniques - Part One- -Executive Sunmary
(16 pacgesn} .

%. Final Report - Covering the Pericd January
1974 throagh February 1975, dared Doecamber 1, 18%5,

entitled Perceptual Augmantation Tachnigquas - Part
Two- - Research Report (153 pages).

6. Final Report - Novel Biophysical Information
Trandfer Mechaniszmg (NBIT), dated 14 ganuary 15975
(93 pages).

¥e have enclosed three of thess dosuments. items 1, 2,
and 4, in response to your regquest. Az a reguestar in the
“*aceédemic” fee category, vou will ha assesged for document
copies at the rate of ten cents per page, lesg the first 100
pages b0 which vou are entitled frea of charge, If vou would
like to order the remaining three documents listed shove, you
may &¢ 80 at a 2oat of 10 cents per page in excess of the
First 100 pages. You may order these thres documente from




this office and you should =end yvour check or money order in
US dollars payable to the Trassurer of the Unitsd States,
¢iting Reference No. F-1837-02079, We have enclcsed a copy
of cur fee schedule for refercnce., Allow me to reitorate
here that the Star Gate Collection ifszaelf will be mada
availakble by MARA at a laoter date.

We hope that the enclosed informa-ion is vseful.
Sincerely,
¥
/s _
: £

a ra

p ,% {/{ﬁﬁ{
tricklan

Lee 5
Inf tion and 2rivacy Cocrdinator

Enclosuras
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AN EVALUATION OF REMOTE VIEWING:
RESEARCH AND APPLICATIONS

MiCHAEL D. MUMFORD, PHD

ANDREW M. ROSE, PHD DAVID A, GOSLIN, PHD

PREPARED BY
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCH

SEFTEMBER 29, 1995
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Execufive Summary

Studies of paranorma! phenomena have nearly always been associaled with
contraversy. Despite the controversy concerning their nature and axistence, many indivicuals
and orgamizations cenlinue to be avidly inlerested in these phenomena, The intellipence
community is no exception: beginning in the 1970s, it has conductzd a program intended to
investigate the applization of anz paranommal phenomenon — remole viewing, of the abilicy
to describe locations ans has not visited.

Conceptually, remote viewing would seem to have fremendous potential utility far the
intelligence community. Accordingly, a three-compenent program involving basic research,
operations, and forelgn assessment has been in place for some time. Prer ¢ transfernng this
pragram 1o & new spofsorng orgamizativn within the intelligence community, a thorough
program review was injtiated.

"The part of the program review conducted by the American Institutes for Research
(ATR), a nonpro‘i, private research organization, consisted of fwo main components. The
first companent was a review of the research program, Ths sccond compencnt Was a roview
of the operational application of the remote viewing phenomenan in inteliigenee gathering.
Evaluation of the forsign assessment component of the program was not within the scope of
the present efort.

Research Evaluation

To evaluate the research program, a "blue-ribbon" panel was assembled. The ranel
included two noted experts in the area of parapsychology: Dr. Jessica Lits, 2 Frofeszar of
S:atistics at the University ol Califomnia/Dravis, and Dr. Raymond Hyman, a Professor of
Psychology at the University of Oregon. In eddition to their extensive credentials, they were
selected to represent both sides of the paranormal coniroversy: Dr. Utts has published aticles
that vie'w paranomnal irterpretations positively, while Dr. Hyman was selecled ta represent a
tnore skeptical position. Both, however, are viewed as fair and open-riinded scisntists. In

Atmercan insiiutes Jar Research E-1




Exacutive SUummary

addition to these experts, this panel included two Senior Scientists from AIR; both have
recognized methadological expertise, and both had no prior background in parapsychological
research. They were included in the review panel (o provide an unbiased methodological
perspective. In addition, Dr. Lincoln Moses, an Emeritus Professor at Stanford University,
provided statistical advice, while P David A, Gosfin, Presiden: of AR, served as coordinatcr
of the rescarch effort,

Panel members were asked to review all laboratory sxperiments and meta-analytic
reviews conducted as part of the research program; this consisted of approximately 8¢
separate publications, many of which are summary reports of multiple experiments. In the
coursz of this review, special attention was given to thaose studics that {a} provided the
strongest evidence for the remote viewing phenomenon, and (b} represented new experiments
cantrotting for methodelogical artifacts identified in sarlier reviews. Separale writlen reviews
were prepared by Dr. Utts and Dr, Hyman. They exchanged reviews with other panel
members who then tred to reach a consensus.

In the typical remote viewing experiment in the laboratory, a remote viewer is asked
ta visualize a place, location, or object being viewed by a "beacon” or sender. A judge then
examines the viewer's repart and delermines if this report matches the target or, altematively,
a set of decoys. In most recent laboratory experiments reviewed for the present evaluation,
National Geographic photographs provided the target pool, If the viewer's reports match the
target, a: opposed to the decoys, a hit is said to have occurred. Alternatively, accuracy of a
set of remote viewing reports is assessed by rank-ordering the similarity of each remote
viewing report 1o each photograph In the target set (usually Gve photographs). A better-than-
chance score is presunted to represent the accurrence of the pamnomnal phenomenon of
remote viewing, since the remote viewers had not seen the photographs they had deserbed (ar
did not know which photographs had been randomly selected for a pasticular remote viewing
1rial}.

In cvaluating the various laboratory studies conduzted to date, the reviewers reached
the following conclusions:

E-2 Amencan lnstituies Jor Researcs
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Exacutive Summary

v A statisncally significant labaratory effort has beer dernonstrated in the sense that
hits accur mere ofien than chance.

* It is unclear whether the obszrved effects can unambipucusly be attributed to the
paranormal ahility of the remote viewers as opposed to characteristics of the judges
or of the target or some other charactensiic of the methods used. Use of the same
reraote viewers, the same judge, and the same target photographs makes it
impossidle to identify their indepandent effects.

»  Ewidence has not been provided that clearly demonstrates that the camses of hits
are dug t¢ the operation of parancrmal phenomena; the laboratory experiments
have not identified the origins or nature of the remote viewing phenomenen, if,
indeed, 1t exis's at all.

‘-Operational Evaluation

The second component of the pragram invelved the use of remote viswing in
gathering intelligence information. Here, representatives of various intelligence groups —
"end users" of intellipenee information — presented tarpeis to remote viewers, who wers

- asked to descnbe the target. Typically, the remote viawers described the results of their

experiences in written reports, which were forwarded te the end users for evalvation and, if
warranted, action. ]

To assess the operational value of remote viewing in intelligence gathzring, a
multifaceted evaluation strategy was employed. First, the reievant rescarch litzrature was
revicwed to identify whether the conditions applying during intelligence gathering would
reascnably permit application of the remots viewing paradigm. Second, members of three
groups involved in the program wers mterviewed: (1) end users of the information; (2) the
remote viewers previding the reports, and (3} the program manager. Third, feedback
information obiained from end user judgments of te accuracy and value of the remote
Viewing reports was assessed.

American Institules for Research . E-3




Executive Summary

This multifaceted evaluazion effon led to the following conciusioas:

*  The cenditions under which the numote viewing phenomenan is observed in
laboratory settings do not apply in intelligence pathering situations. For example,
viewers cannot be provided with feedback and targets may not display the
characteristics needed to produce hats.

* The end users indicated that, although some accuracy was observed with regard to
broad background characteristics, the remote viewing reports failed to produce the
cancrete, specific information valued in intelligence gatherng.

* The informakion provided was inconsistant, inaccurate with repard to specifics, and
required substantial subjective interpretation.

* In no case had the information provided ever been used to guide intelligence
operations, Thus, remote viewing failed to produce actionable intellipence.

Conclusions

Tte foregoing observations provide a compelling argument apainst continuation of the
program within the intelligence community. Even though a statistically sipnificant effect has
been observed in the laboratory, it remains unclear whether the existence of a paranormal
phenomeron, remate viewing, has bée_n demonstrated. The laboratory studies do not provids
evidence regarding the otigins or nature of the phenomenor, assuming it exists, nor do they
address the important methadological issue of inter-judge reliahility.

Further, even if it could be demonstrated unequivocally that a paranormat phenomenan
oceurs under the conditions present in the laboratory paradigm, these conditions have limited
applicability and utility for intelligence gathering operations. For example, the nature of the
remole viewing targets are vastly dissimilar, as are the specific 1asks required of the remots
viewers. Most importantly, the information providsd by remote viewing is vague and
ambiguous, making it difficult, if not impossible, for the technique 1o vield information of

B3 American Instifutes Jor Research
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ExpclUtive Summary

sufficient guality and accuracy far acuonable intelligence. Thus, we conclede that continued

| use of remote viewing in intelligence gathering operalions is not warranied.

Lo 1
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