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THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND EDUCATION 

I N  COMMUNIST CHINA 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

For  three y e a r s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  Communist 
China has  been t o t a l l y  d i s r u p t e d  and o u t  of p r o d u c t i o n .  
U n i v e r s i t y  and middle  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  c l o s e d  t h e i r  c l a s s -  
rooms o r  c o n v e r t e d  t h e m  i n t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
t o  spend  t h e i r  time i n  Red Guard a c t i v i s m .  The school 
sys t em was s c o r n e d ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and t e a c h e r s  h u m i l i a t e d ,  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  dep r ived  of s t a t u s  and r e s p e c t .  I t  
a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  " r a d i c a l i z a t i o n "  of cu r r i cu lum,  
f a c u l t y ,  and s t u d e n t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o r  some t i m e ,  t o  t h e  
d e t r i m e n t  of o b j e c t i v e  r e s e a r c h  and t e a c h i n g .  

The f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  i n  broad terms, a r e  
t h a t  " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 1  is b a s i c a l l y  a f u n c t i o n  of 
Mao's d i s t r u s t  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and his desire t o  c r e a t e  
a New Ch inese  Man. T h i s  new man, t h e  t r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  suc -  
c e s s o r , "  is p r i m a r i l y  a p roduc t  of h i s  e d u c a t i o n .  Mao 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  L i u  Shao-chi  and o t h e r s  dis-  
to r ted  and emascula ted  e d u c a t i o n a l  ref'orms des igned  t o  
c r e a t e  t h e  New Chinese  Man. T h i s  b e l i e f  of Mao's, t o  
some e x t e n t  t r u e ,  l e d  Mao t o  l aunch  a who lesa l e  a s s a u l t  
on t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  a s  par t  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion .  

I n  t h e  p a s t ,  Mao's s e a r c h  for f a n a t i c a l  d e v o t i o n  
has  l e d  t o  a compromise of academic q u a l i t y  i n  f a v o r  of 
p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  The same is l i k e l y  t o  be t r u e  i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  i n s t a n c e  because t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is 
asked  t o  serve c o n f l i c t i n g  g o a l s .  The main t h r u s t  of 
t h e  c u r r e n t  re forms is t o  c u t  down t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  
fo rma l  e d u c a t i o n  and t o  revise t h e  c u r r i c u l a  t o  produce 
more narrowly t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s .  If t h e  emphasis on 
i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y  is main ta ined  as t h e  pr imary purpose  



of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  new p o l i c i e s  c o u l d  be d i s a s t r o u s ,  
coming on t h e  heels of three years w i t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  
no  e d u c a t i o n  wha t soeve r .  If, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, empha- 
sis is p l a c e d  on t h e  c o n c r e t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of r ev i sed  
c u r r i c u l a  and t h e i r  s u b s t a n t i v e  c o n t e n t ,  t h e n  t h e  impact  
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  c o u l d  be somewhat m i t i g a t e d .  

Research  S t a f f .  The research a n a l y s t  i n  c h a r g e  was 
P a u l  H.B. Godwin. 

T h i s  s t u d y  was produced s o l e l y  by t h e  DD/I S p e c i a l  

John  K e r r y  King 
C h i e f ,  DD/I S p e c i a l  Research S t a f f  

, .  ' ,  
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THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND EDUCATION I N  COMMUNIST C H I N A  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The e f fec t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  upon educa- 
t i o n  i n  China h a s  had two major f ace t s ,  e a c h  w i t h  i ts  
own spec i f ic  outcomes.  F i r s t ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
h a s  t h u s  f a r  d e n i e d  three  y e a r s  of formal e d u c a t i o n  t o  
a l l  school-age i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and i t  has  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  The d e n i a l  of e d u c a t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s  
and p o t e n t i a l  s t u d e n t s  means t h a t  some 340,000 s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  g r a d u a t e  from a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  
w i t h o u t  comple t ing  a formal c o u r s e  of s t u d y ,  and approxi -  
m a t e l y  h a l f  a m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e i t h e r  e n t e r  s u c h  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  h i g h  s c h o o l  p r e p a r a t i o n  
(by Chinese  s t a n d a r d s ) ,  o r  will f a i l  t o  e n t e r  a t  a l l .  
Many more thousands  of s t u d e n t s  w i l l  "graduate"  from 
h i g h  school  w i t h o u t  comple t ing  t h e i r  formal t r a i n i n g .  

Second, t h e  s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l  
levels of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  process h a s  been e f f e c t i v e l y  
d e s t r o y e d  by a combina t ion  of Red Guard terrorism and 
t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  downgrading of teachers  b y  t h e  regime 
th rough  t h e  so-ca l led  take-over  of e d u c a t i o n  by  workers 
and p e a s a n t s ,  Curr icu lum reform, of w h i c h  we have b u t  
a few gl immer ings  a t  t h i s  time, w i l l  undoubtedly  round 
o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  by s e r i o u s l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  amount of 
basic i n f o r m a t i o n  and s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s i s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  
d i s s e m i n a t e d  th rough  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rocess .  Thus t h e  
core of C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em h a s  been  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
s ac r i f i ced  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  of Mao Tse - tung ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  
u t o p i a .  

The n u l l i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was, 
and is, a d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  one  of 
Mao Tse - tung ' s  most immutable v a l u e s :  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
have p r o c l i v i t i e s  t h a t  make t h e m  s u s p e c t  a s  members of 
Mab's i d e a l  s o c i e t y .  Mao's l o n g a s t a n d i n g  d i g t r u s t  . 
6f t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l '  is based upon t h e  t e a l i z a t i o n  

- 1- 

I 



t h a t  t h e  core of C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  was e d u c a t e d  i n  
t h e  West. Thus t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  is e i t h e r  t h e  p roduc t  
of a "bourgeois"  s o c i e t y  o r ,  fo r  g r a d u a t e s  s i n c e  1949,  
t h e  p r o d u c t  of a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em dominated by t h e  
"bourgeois" i n t e l l e c t u a l  and therefore p r o b a b l y  contam- 
i n a t e d  by n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  ideo logy ,  S t u d e n t s  e d u c a t e d  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a r e ,  f o r  obv ious  r e a s o n s ,  e q u a l l y  
s u s p e c t .  Mao's deep-rooted s u s p i c i o n  of t h e  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l  comes i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  of h i s  major g o a l s :  
t h e  r a p i d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of C h i n a  i n  o rde r  to a c h i e v e  
g r e a t  power s t a t u s  for  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c .  To a c h i e v e  
t h i s  g o a l  China needed t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  and 
m a n a g e r i a l  s k i l l s  upon w h i c h  t h e  modern i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
s t a t e  is b u i l t .  Such s k i l l s  a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  of t h e  edu- 
c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  of t h e  s o c i e t y . , t h a t  seeks t o  c r e a t e  them, 
and a r e  h e l d  and man ipu la t ed  by i n d i v i d u a l s  whose v a l u e s  
t e n d  t o  be p r a g m a t i c  and u n i v e r s a l i s t i c ,  Such v a l u e s  
a re  anathema t o  Mao Tse- tung .  

The long-range goal of Mao was [and  r e m a i n s ]  to 
p o l i t i c i z e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who were a p r o d u c t  of t h e  
West, and t o  e d u c a t e  a new Ch inese  i n t e l l e c t u a l  who was 
both  p o l i t i c a l l y  r e l i a b l e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  expert--the 
i d e a l - t y p e  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h a s  been  d e f i n e d  by t h e  
regime a s  "Red and Exper t . "  As t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em 
was dominated by Wes te rn - t r a ined  minds ,  t h e  p o l i t i c i z a -  
t i o n  df t h e  oldei. i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 6f t h e ' n e x t  gene ra -  
t i o n  of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  by a g e n t s  
e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em.  Prior t o  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h i s  a g e n t  was t h e  Ch inese  Communist 
P a r t y  w h i c h  attempted t o  a s s e r t  a b s o l u t e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
a l l  f a c e t s  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  

The P a r t y ' s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s y s t e m  ex tended  from 
t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  of E d u c a t i o n  and H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  down t o  
e v e r y  school i n  t h e  n a t i o n ;  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  
P a r t y  i n  a g i v e n  school w i e l d e d  more i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  processes t h a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t o r s .  The 
P a r t y  c o n t r o l l e d  c u r r i c u l u m  c o n t e n t ,  f a c u l t y  appo in tmen t s  
and promot ions ,  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a l l  other p h a s e s  
of e d u c a t i o n  and r e l a t e d  programs.  Beyond t h i s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  permeated t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  
w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  s m a l l  g r o u p  d i s c u s -  
s i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  and 
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c u r r e n t  problems.  The s t u d e n t  d a i l y  r eg imen ,  fropl dawn 
u n t i l  dusk - - l i t e r a l ly - -was  under  t h e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  P a r t y .  

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  Mao b e l i e v e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m  had f a i l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  g o a l s ,  t h e  P a r t y  had 
f a i l e d .  The s t o r y  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r . e v o l u t i o n  is t h e  
h i s t o r y  oj! a P a r t y  pu rge ,  and t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  
is p r i m a r i I y  one  of a s t r u g g l e  t o  a c h i e v e  p o l i t i c a l  
goals .  

. I  
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Pro logue :  Mao and t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

In h i s  addres s  t o  t h e  Yenan Conference  of Writers 
and Artists i n  May of 1942,  Mao Tse-tung gave  a c l e a r  
e x p r e s s i o n  of h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  as a 
s t u d e n t ,  Mao s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h e  contempt h e  f e l t  (and 
still feels) for  t h e  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  i n t e l -  
l i g e n t s i a :  

L e t  me t e l l  you o f  my own e x p e r i e n c e ;  l e t  
m e  t e l l  you how m y  f e e l i n g s  toward t h e  people 
changed.  I was once  a s t u d e n t ,  and i n  school  
I a c q u i r e d  s t u d e n t  h a b i t s  and manners. F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  Isw-as embarrassed  when I had t o  
c a r r y  my bags  on a bamboo pole i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of my fellow s t u d e n t s .  They were s o  r e f i n e d  
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  having  any  w e i g h t  
press upon t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  and d i s d a i n e d  t h e  
v e r y  t h o u g h t  of c a r r y i n g  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  
hands:  A t  t h a t  time I was convinced  t h a t  
o n l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  were c l e a n ,  t h a t  workers ,  
p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s  were unc lean .  I 
would therefore r e a d i l y  borrow c l o t h e s  from 
a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  b u t  neve r  from a w o r k e r ,  or 
a p e a s a n t ,  or a soldier  because  I t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e i r  c lothes  would be unc lean .  

among workers ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and so ld i e r s .  
G r a d u a l l y  I began t o  know them, and  t h e y  
a l s o  began  t o  know m e .  Then, and t h e n  o n l y ,  
d i d  t h e  bourgeois and pet ty-bourgeois  s e n t i -  
ments  i n c u l c a t e d  i n  m e  by bourgeois  schools 
change  fundamen ta l ly :  Ever s i n c e  t h e n ,  when- 
e v e r  I compare unreformed i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h  
workers ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and so ld i e r s ,  I rea l ize  
t h a t  n o t  o n l y  were t h e  minds of those i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  u n c l e a n  b u t  t h e i r  bodies  were a l s o  
u n c l e a n .  The c l e a n e s t  people i n  t h e  wor ld  
a r e  t h e  workers and p e a s a n t s .  Even though 
t h e i r  hands may be s o i l e d  and t h e i r  feet  

1 

During  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  I began t o  l i v e  

v 
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smeared w i t h  cow dung, n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  
a re  c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and t h e  
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s i e .  Tha t  is w h a t  I mean 
by  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of sen t iments -a  
chang ing  o v e r  from one  c l a s s  t o  a n o t h e r .  

Mao's c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  
Chinese  i n t e l l e c t u a l  stems n o t  o n l y  from h i s  goal  of 
a c h i e v i n g  a n  e g a l i t a r i a n  society and h i s  b a s i c  d i s t r u s t  
of t h e  l t bourgeo i s t '  background of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  b u t  
a l s o  from t h e  s t a t u s  accorded t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n  
Imper ia l  China.  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o l a r - g e n t r y  formed 
t h e  backbone of t h e  imper ia l  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem,  and t h e  
v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  of Chinese  s o c i e t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  scholar- 
g e n t r y  a s  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e .  Mao is convinced  t h a t  i f  h i s "  
r e v o l u t i o n  is t o  succeed ,  t h e  l eg i t imacy g r a n t e d  to  t h e '  
s c h o l a r - g e n t r y  h a s  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Chinese  Com- 
mun i s t  P a r t y .  

S o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  a r e  directed a g a i n s t  e l i t e s  
w h i c h  f u n c t i o n  a s  a r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  and t h e  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e s  
t h a t  l eg i t imize  t h e m .  Mao knew i n  1942 t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
power of a l e a d e b s h i p  g roup  does n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  g u a r a n t e e  
pres t ige- - the  esteem and respect of t h e  members of t h e  
society.  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  P a r t y  c a n  r u l e  w i t h o u t  p res t ige ,  
b u t  w i t h o u t  prest ige a n o t h e r  s t r a t u m  of soc ie ty  c a n  e i the r  
e x p l i c i t l y  or i m p l i c i t l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  r u l i n g  g roup  f o r  
a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  society.  The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  China 
form a soc ia l  e l i t e  t h a t  carries w i t h  i t ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  
prestige.  Mao's c o n s i s t e n t  d i s t r u s t  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  
is based upon h i s  unde r s t and ing  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  
still  e x i s t  i n  t h e  soc ie ty ,  and t h a t  esteem f o r  t h e  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  i m p l i c i t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of t h e  P a r t y .  

The c h a l l e n g e  to  t h e  P a r t y  is located i n  t h e  
soc i e ty ' s  esteem f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  b u t  i t  is i n  t h e  
f u n c t i o n s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  performs f o r  t h e  soc ie ty  and 
t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h i s  l eade r sh ip  ro l e  becomes e x p l i c i t .  
Apar t  from h i s  obv ious  ro le  a s  t h e  m a n a g e r i a l  and t e c h -  
n i c a l  e x p e r t ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a l s o  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  a g e n t  t r a n s m i t t i n g  s y s t e m a t i c  knowledge t o  t h e  
s o c i e t y  through t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s .  Thus t h e  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l ,  regardless of t h e  s u s p i c i o n  and f e a r  w i t h  wh ich  
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he is viewed by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  is performing  
c r i t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  for  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  s o c i e t y .  The 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and h i s  role i n  s o c i e t y  
c a n  be s e e n  by members of t h e  s o c i e t y  from t h e  pr imary  
school  t o  t h e  spec ia l ized  i n s t i t u t e s ' f o r  research  and 
de  v e 1 o pme n t . 

Mao has  a t tempted t o  c u r b  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  P a r t y  a s  a n  independent  
p o l i t i c i z a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  a g e n t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em,  
by a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n t o  t h e  P a r t y ,  
and by  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a "watch-dogl' o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
i n  i n d u s t r y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  s i n c e  t h e  ear l ies t  d a y s  i n  Yenan, 
the P a r t y  h a s  engaged i n  campaigns des igned  t o  i n c u l c a t e  
p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w h i l e  a t tempt-  , 

of t h e  C u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  however,  a r e  t h e  clearest 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  26 y e a r s  a f t e r  Mao's speech a t  Yenan t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h a s  y e t  t o  become a t r u s t e d  a l l y  i n  t h e  con- 
t i n u i n g  soc ia l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t h a t  Mao's b a s i c  f e a r  of 
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  is sti l l  one  of h i s  most deeply-held 
COnviCtiOnS. Fur thermore ,  i t  appea r s  t h a t  t h e  impact of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  upon t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  be 
g r e a t e r  t h a n  Mao's p u n i t i v e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  period of 
"blooming and contending" in May of 1957. 

i n g , t o  downgrade h i s  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  The e v e n t s  * I J  
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I .  EDUCATION IN COMMUNIST CHINA: 
THE PRELUDE TO THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The f e a r  and s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  Mao's view 
of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  a s  a s t r a t u m  i n  C h i n a ' s  s o c i e t y  h a s  
had a marked e f fec t  on t h e  regime's pol ic ies  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  
The v a l u e  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of d e v e l o p i n g  a 
s o c i e t y  c a p a b l e  of c r e a t i n g  a modernized,  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
s t a t e ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same time producing  a p o l i t i c a l l y  
r e l i ab le  c i t i z e n  imbued w i t h  t h e  proper  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s p i r i t "  h a s  l e d  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
pol ic ies .  The b a s i c  goal  of combining p r o f e s s i o n a l  
expert ise  and p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  is n o t  beyond t h e  
c a p a c i t y  of most e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tems;  a l l  societies u s e  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem as  a major a g e n t  of p o l i t i c a l  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  China ,  however, l i k e  many other  moderniz- 
i n g  s t a t e s ,  is faced w i t h  t h e  problem of imbuing its 
c i t i z e n s  w l t h  v a l u e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  those 
of t h e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  and p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  pe r iod .  A s  
t h e  p a r e n t s  of t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  were schooled under  
t h e  pre-Communist regime, t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p o l i t i c a l l y  
soc ia l ize  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  new v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  
is n o t  h i g h .  The pr imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  is therefore p laced  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  
schools.  

The d i s t i n c t  problem f o r  China,  however, is t h a t  
t h e  degree of p o l i t i  c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  goes f a r  
beyond t h a t  w h i c h  is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s i m p l e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  
s t a t e .  I t  r e q u i r e s  a commitment t o  Mao and t h e  P a r t y  
t h a t  c a n  best be described as a r equ i r emen t  for  f a n a t i c i s m ;  
t h u s ,  t h e  Chinese  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is charged w i t h  
p roduc ing  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  both spec i f ic  l e v e l s  of exper t i se  
and a f a n a t i c a l  commitment t o  Mao Tse-tung. 

-7- 



-. 
. . ? < I  

E d u c a t i o n  and P o l i t i c s :  The Grea t  Leap Forward 

I n  many ways, t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  "reforms" i n t r o d u c e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  Great Leap Forward of 1958-60 reflect  t h e  more 
extreme views of Mao Tse-tung and t h e  Ch inese  l e a d e r s h i p  
and were d e f i n i t e  h a r b i n g e r s  of t h e  reforms i n t r o d u c e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r . e v o l u t i o n .  Indeed ,  c u r r e n t  repopt- 
i n g  i n  t h e  Ch inese  press and r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s  refer  con- 
s i s t e n t l y  t o  t h i s  o r i g i n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  pol ic ies .  I n  
1958, t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  expand 
its f a c i l i t i e s  to  accommodate a 45 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t h e  number of s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  academic y e a r  1958-59--a 
' ' leap" from 441,000 s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  colleges and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  1957-58 t o  a projected 800,000 i n  1958-59. 
The number of s t u d e n t s  w i t h  worker -peasant  backgrounds 
was a lso t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d l  and t o  a i d  i n  
t h e  development of an e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  s t u d e n t s  were 
t o  combine formal academic t r a i n i n g  w i t h  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r ,  
Manual l a b o r  had been t h e  l o t  of Ch inese  s t u d e n t s  fo r  
some t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  new emphas is  placed by t h e  regime on 

. t h i s  aspect of its p o l i c y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  once  more t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between m e n t a l  work and p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  and 
t h e  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  fostered b y  t h e  former,  were t o  
come under  a t t a c k ,  The a t t a c k  was t o  t a k e  t h e  common 
form of g l o r i f y i n g  manual l a b o r  and those who performed 
t h i s  labor.  Fur the rmore ,  by s e n d i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  com- 
munes and fac tor ies  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  manual labor  under  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  p e a s a n t  and worker, t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
and a g r i c u l t u r a l  worker  was g i v e n  o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s  a s  a 
" t e a c h e r . "  A S t a t e  C o u n c i l  d i r e c t i v e  of September 1958 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p o l i c y  t h i s  way: 

The Pa r ty  l i n e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  work seeks 
t o  make e d u c a t i o n  s e r v e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
p o l i t i c a l l y  and t o  u n i t e  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  
p r o d u c t i v e  labor ,  I n  order t o  implement 
t h i s  l i n e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  work must be l e d  
by t h e  Pa r ty .  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  
and i d e o l o g i c a  1 i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  must be 
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a l l  schools  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  
t h e  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  
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view-poin t  of t h e  working c l a s s :  t h e  mass 
v iew-poin t ,  t h e  l a b o r  v iew-poin t ,  or t h e  
v iew-poin t  c a l l i n g  fo r  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  
of m e n t a l  labor  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  and 
t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  v iew-poin t .  
The f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  is fo r  schools t o  r u n  
fac tor ies  and 'farms, and f o r  f a c t o r i e s  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o b p e r a t i v e s  t 9  e s t a b l i s h  
schools.. . 
I n  acco rdance  w i t h  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  and others ,  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  n o t  o n l y  s e n t  m i l l i o n s  of s t u d e n t s  
t o  t h e  f i e l d s  and f a c t o r i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  began t o  d e v e l o p  
"part-work, p a r t - s t u d y "  schools.  I n  a p a r a l l e l  develop- 
ment d u r i n g  1959 and 1960,  s chQol s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
c r e a t e d  a n c i l l a r y  f a c t o r i e s  and work-shops, w h i l e  t h e  
l a r g e r  f a c t o r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  general e d u c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  
The communes began t o  e s t a b l i s h  "pa r t - f a rming ,  par t7s tudy1 '  
schools where  t h e  s t u d e n t s  would spend  p a r t  of t h e  day 
s t u d y i n g  and t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  l a b o r i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l ' d s .  
These programs s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  c u t b a c k s  a f t e r  1960 when 
t h e  extremes of tbe G r e a t  Leap Forward combined w i t h  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n e p t i t u d e  and n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  t o  c r e a t e  
a n  economic and p o l i t , i c a l  crisis. 

1 

Educa t ion  and P o l i t i c s :  1960-1962 

Fo l lowing  t h e  d isaster  of t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward 
and t h e  w i thd rawa l  of S o v i e t  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  1960,  t h e r e  
was a shor t  p e r i o d  of r e t r e n c h m e n t  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  
as  t h e  Chinelse attempted t o  l i f t  t h e m s e l v e s  up  by  t h e i r  
b o o t - s t r a p s .  The e x t e n t  t o  d h i c h  Mao's more extreme 
views  were b e i n g  modified c a n  be s e e n  i n  an  a r t i c l e  w r i t -  
t e n  by Kao Chih-kuo, 1st S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e  
f o r  Yunnan U n i v e r s i t y ,  and  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Kwangming 
D a i l y  of 7 A p r i l  1961. T h i s  same a r t i c l e  was r e p r i n t e d  . 
n e  P e o p l e ' s  Dai lx  a week l a t e r .  Kao wrote: 

To s a y  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  must be combined 
w i t h  p r o d u c t i v e  labor is n o t  ta mean a t  
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a l l  t h a t  work i n  schools need n o t  c e n t e r  
on t e a c h i n g ,  f o r  i t  m u s t . . . I n  t h e  m i d s t  
of g r e a t  l e a p s  f o r w a r d ,  a l l  u n d e r t a k i n g s  
are r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a p  forward. Everybody 
wan t s  t o  forge' ahead ,  Manpower is needed 
everywhere.  S c h o o l s  a re  r e q u i r e d  t o  send  
s t u d e n t s  ' to t a k e  p a r t  i n  l a b o r .  How are 
w e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s ?  Obvious ly ,  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  ,needs s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I n  
t h e  first p l a c e ,  w e  must n o t  forget  t h a t  
o u r  schoo'ls are schoo l s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
normal or,der i n  t each ing  and l e a r n i n g  must 
n o t  be d i s t u r b e d  a$ random. Those s t u d e n t s  
who s h o u l d  be s e n t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  l abor  
o u t s i d e  must do  so w i t h o u t  f a i l u r e .  Those 
who s h o u l d  n o t  be s e n t  mus t . r ema in .  Fewer 
s t u d e n t s  l,should be s e n t  i f  fewer are r e q u i r e d .  
Wherever ipossible,  t h e  s e n d i n g  of s t u d e n t s  
t o  take p a r t  i n  labor o u t s i d e  must be d e l a y e d .  

... T o , e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d i g e s t  and c o n s o l i d a t e  
t h e  knowledge t h e y  have  a c q u i r e d  and t o  t r a i n  
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  of independen t  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  
t h e y  must be a s s u r e d  of adequa te  t i m e  f o r  
p r i v a t e  s t u d i e s  and exercise, 

KUO'S a r t ' i c l e  was s t r o n g l y  worded, b u t  its repub- 
l i c a t i o n  by P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  was b e i n g  modified i n  t h e  a f t e rma th  
of t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward. The over-emphasis on manual 
l a b o r  and i n t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  t h a t  ac- 
companied t h e  Great Leap Forward d r a s t i c a l l y  lowered 
C h i n a ' s  academic s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  t h e  y e a r s  1960-62 were 
marked by a t t empt s  t o  t i g h t e n  academic s t a n d a r d s ,  close 
q u e s t i o n a b l e  and i n e f f i c i e n t  schools, and res tore  t h e  
d i g n i t y  of teachers and col lege f a c u l t i e s .  By t h e  end 
o f  1962, however, t h e  regime--or a t  l e a s t  Mao Tse-tung- 
began  t o  feel  t h a t  t h e  pendulum had swung too f a r  t h e  
other way. 

. .  
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Educa t ion  and t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e :  
September 1962 

A t  t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  h e l d  
i n  August-September 1962, Mao began t o  reasser t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e s  and p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  were so a p p a r e n t  d u r i n g ' t h e  
Great Leap Forward,  Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h i s  
a n a l y s i s  was t h e  conce rn  Mao expressed for  t h e  problem 
of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s "  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e .  
Concern ing  y o u t h  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s ,  Mao s a i d :  

T h i s  c o u n t r y  of o u r s  must g rasp  w e l l ,  
know well, and  s t u d y  w e l l  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  
We must acknowledge t h a t  c lasses  and  c f a s s  
s t r u g g l e s  will.cexist f o r  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  
come, and t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  classes 
may s tage  a comeback. We must h e i g h t e h  
o u r  v i g i l a n c e  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  e d u c a t e  
t h e  young people, t h e  c a d r e s ,  and t h e  
masses.. . 
... If o u r  sons go r e v i s i o n i s t  and t a k e  
t h e  opposi te  c o u r s e ,  t h e n  a l t h o u g h , o u r s  
is still c a l l e d  a s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y ,  it is 
a c t u a l l y  a c a p i t a l i s t  one  .... T h e r e f o r e ,  
from now on ,  w e  must d i s c u s s  t h e  mat ter  
e v e r y  y e a r ,  e v e r y  month, e v e r y  day. We 
must d i s c u s s  i t  a t  e v e r y  g e n e r a l  mee t ing ,  
e v e r y  P a r t y  Congress  and e v e r y  p l e n a r y  
s e s s i o n ,  so t h a t  w e  may t a k e  a more sober 
Marx i s t -Len in iS t  l i n e  on ' t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  

Mao's o b v i o u s  conce rn  w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  young successors 
t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  was complemented by  a remark  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  same s p e e c h  directed a t  a n t i - P a r t y  d i s s i d e n c e  among 
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s :  

I s n ' t  t h e  w r i t i n g  of n o v e l s  t h e  f a s h i o n  of 
t h e  day  now? The u s e  of n o v e l s  t o  carry o u t  
a n t i - P a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s  is a g rea t  i n v e n t i o n .  
To over throw a p o l i t i c a l  power, i t  is a lways  
n e c e s s a r y  f i r s t  of a l l  t o  c r e a t e  p u b l i c  
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o p i n i o n ,  t o  do work i n  t h e  ideological  
s p h e r e .  T h i s  is true f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  c l a s s  a s  well as f o r  t h e  c o u n t e r r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c l a s s . .  . 

Mao c l e a r l y  demons t r a t ed  both  h i s  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  y o u t h  - 
who would i n h e r i t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and h i s  a p p r e h e n s i v e n e s s ,  
a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
These t w o  t h o u g h t s  were i n t i m a t e l y  c o n n e c t e d ,  though,  
i n  t h a t  C h i n a ' s  you th  were b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  by t h e  same 
s t r a t u m  df soc ie ty  t h a t  was p roduc ing  a n t i - P a r t y  nove l s .  
Mao was c l e a r l y  c o n c e r n e d ,  as h i s  l a t e r  pol ic ies  demon- 
s t r a t e d ,  o v e r  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  
p r o g r e s s e d  th rough  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  would be in -  
fected by l 'bourgeOis'l b i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t t i t u d e s .  Mao's con- 
c e r n  was f a r  w i d e r  t h a n . j u s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  af ter-  * %! 

math  of t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum was a g e n e r a l  t i g h t e n i n g  of 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  s t a t e  and s o c i e t y .  
Wi th in  t h i s  g e n e r a l  t i g h t e n i n g ,  however, t h e  s t u d e n t - - a s  
a specific target--was t o  r e c e i v e  p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis .  

The S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Campaign: 1962-1965 

The 1 0 t h  Plenum gave  b i r t h  t o  t h e  Soc ia l i s t  Educa- 
t i o n  Campaign, a movement t h a t ,  i n  Mae's words,  was aimed 
a t  " e d u c a t i n g  man anew and r e o r g a n i z i n g  o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r a n k s . "  I n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Oampaign 
was a n  attempt t o  r e - i n d o c t r i n a t e  t h e  C h i n e s e  people and 
r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  s t a t e .  W i t h  s u c h  a n  
ambi t ioue  goa l ,  and g i v e n  t h e  s t a t e  of d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  I 

and cyn ic i sm t h a t  a f f l i c t e d  China i n  1962, s u c h  a campaign 
would of n e c e s s i t y  be r i g o r o u s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of c r u e l t y  
and many-faceted t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  complex i ty  of a s t a t e  
and s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  s t a g e s  of m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and in -  I 

d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  Wi th in  t h i s  campaign, C h i n a ' s  you th ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  e d u c a t e d  you th ,  were t o  be a s p e c i f i c  
t a r g e t .  1 -  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Educa t ion  Campaign among 
youth  was a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of a program t h a t  had come i n t o  ' 
e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of 1960. By J a n u a r y  1'962, 
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t h e  press had begun t o  stress a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
campaign t h r o u g h  w h i c h  C h i n a ' s  yqu th  were t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
h a r d s h i p s  of  pre-1949 China and s t u d y  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
t r a d i t i d n s "  of t h e  new. Mao o b v i o u s l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  
campaign was f a r  from s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Educa- 
t i o n  Campaign was t o  prove  e q u a l l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  J u l y  
1963, China  Youth c o u l d  still report  t h a t ,  when asked t o  
r e c a l l x s m i n g  of t h e  o l d  s o c i e t y  and n o t  t o  forget 
t h e  s o u r c e  of good i n  t h e  new soc ie ty ,  c y n i c a l  y o u t h  c o u l d  
y e t  r e p l y ,  "There is no s o u r c e  t o  forget." 

Mao h i m s e l f  was e q u a l l y  aware of t h e  b a s i c  f a i l u r e  
of t h e  Soc ia l i s t  Educa t ion  Campaign, and i n  h i s  J u l y  1964 
polemic  "On Khrushchev's Phony Communism and its Histor i -  
c a l  L e s s o n s  fo r  t h e  World," he  a g a i n  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . ' t  T h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  Mao wro$e,rc 
is "... a m a t t e r  of l i f e  and d e a t h  f o r  o u r  P a r t y  and o u r  
c o u n t r y . "  Mao s e t  f o r t h  f i v e  c r i te r ia  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
of s u c c e s s o r s ,  b u t  most s i g n i f i c a n t  was t h a t  t h e y  "come 
forward i n  mass s t r u g g l e s  and are tempered i n  g r e a t  
storms of r e v o l u t i o n . "  Later e v e n t s  have demons t r a t ed  
t h a t  Mao had e v e r y  i n t e n t i o n  of g i v i n g  C h i n a ' s  s t u d e n t s  
the o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be tested i n  mass s t r u g g l e s ,  b u t  f o r  
t h e  moment he  was t o  s e t t l e  for a less a m b i t i o u s  program. 

The y e a r  1964 was marked by t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  emphasis 
on i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of y o u t h  t o  
t a k e  p a r t  in t h e  " c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y -  
s i d e , "  and a renewed emphasis  on t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
approaph t o  e d u c a t i o n .  Wi th in  these three b a s i c  approaches  
t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s ,  
however, there appeared  d e f i n i t e  s i g n s  of a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
s o f t e n  wha t  f o r  Mao were almost c e r t a i n l y  s e e n  a s  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  b a s i c  o u t -  
l i n e  of Mao's po l i c i e s  was p u t  f o r t h  i n  a series of con- 
c u r r e n t  campaigns. 

A. "Fewer But Better" 

The "Fewer But B e t t e r "  campaign was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  
1961 aa p a r t  of t h e  program d e s i g n e d  t o  c u t  away some of 

\ .  
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t h e  excesses of t h e  G r e a t  Leap Forward and was a p p l i e d  
b r o a d l y  t o  t h e  -- ad hoc e x p e r i m e n t s  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
per iod,  b u t  i n  e d u c a t i o n  t h i s  campaign focused  on  pro- 
d u c i n g  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  for  economic development .  
T h i s  p o l i c y  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a t  t h e  time as 
one  of l l a d j u s t m e n t ,  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  f i l l i n g  oc t ,  and 
r a i s i n g  s t anda rds . ' :  Fo l lowing  t h e  1 0 t h  Plenum of August- 
September 1962,  t h e  s l o g a n  of "Fewer But Better" became 
more and more invo lved  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  of i d e o l o g i c a l  
t r a i n i n g .  By e a r l y  1964,  t h e  problem of i n t e n s i f y i n g  
t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  of you th  was b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  
unde r  Mao's d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r i n g  t h e  l i g h t e n i n g  of t h e  
" s t u d e n t s '  bu rden  and improving t h e  q u a l i t y  of t e a c h i n g ,  
so t h a t  s t u d e n t s  c a n  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  mora l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
and p h y s i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  i n  a b r i s k  and a c t i v e  w8y.I' The 
key word ,he re  is lqmoral. l l  I n  J u l y  1964, Kwangming Da l l  '' 
described "moral e d u c a t i o n "  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  l lp r inc ipa& '* 

.'"" 
of s o c i a l i s t  and communist e d u c a t i o n ,  c l a s s  e d u c a t i o n ,  
and  l a b o r  e d u c a t i o n . "  The e d i t o r i a l  s t a t e d :  

I n  o u r  view,  i n  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  new Ch ina ,  
people ' s  t e a c h e r s  n o t  o n l y  have t h e  job 
of s p r e a d i n g  knowledge b u t ,  more import-  
a n t ,  have t h e  t a s k  of f o s t e r i n g  t h e  mora l  
q u a l i t i e s  of t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  

I n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  "Fewer But Better" campaign 
i n  t h e  press,  i t  was q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  
was t h a t  t h e  heavy academic load was c a u s i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  e i ther  n e g l e c t  p o l i t i c s  or t ake  a bored and i n d i f f e r e n t  
a t t i t u d e  toward p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  Thus t h e  l'Fewer But 
Better" approach was t o  be used  i n  f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s e s  
and i n  p o l i t i c a l  mee t ings .  The I n t e n t  was t h a t  by r educ -  
i n g  t h e  number of hours  s p e n t  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c lasses  and 
m e e t i n g s ,  and by carefu l  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
would be more e f f e c t i v e .  

B. "The C o n s t r u c t i o n  of a N e w  S o c i a l i s t  Coun t rys ide"  

Concur ren t  w i t h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of ideological and 
p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  'schools, t h e  n a t i o n a l  press 

, .' 
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was d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of young 
u rban  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  be s e n t  t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  " t a k e  
p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y s i d e . 1 1  
A People 's  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  on 4 Februa ry  1964 s t a t e d :  

S e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e  a n n u a l l y  
from m i d d l e  and p r imary  schools i n  t h e  
u rban  a r e a s .  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of a 
h a n d f u l  of s t u d e n t s  who w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  s t u d y  a t  h i g h - l e v e l  schools or be 
employed i n  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
w i l l  t a k e  p a r t  i n  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l i s t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t a s k s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
f o r e s t r y ,  an ima l  husbandry ,  s i d e l i n e  

r u r a l  a r e a s .  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and f i s h e r y  i n  h i l l y  a n d -  'P . 

Whereas i n  1961 t h e  s t u d e n t s  had been  urged  t o  go t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  on t h e  g rounds  of commitment t o  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  and l o y a l t y  t o  Mao, i n  1964 i t  was c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  s u c h  m o t i v a t i o n s  were i n s u f f i c i e n t .  C h i n a ' s  you th  
were q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  on t h e  basis t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  was w a s t i n g  t h e i r  t a l e n t s ,  and t h a t  before t h e  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  e d u c a t e d  men have no p l a c e  
on  t h e  commune. Fu r the rmore ,  many s t u d e n t s  were ques- 
t i o n i n g  t h e  purpose  of s p e n d i n g  y e a r s  i n  school o n l y  t o  
end u p  a s  farm l a b o r e r s .  

q u e s t i o n s  raised by t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and i n s i s t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  before s t u d e n t s  were s e n t  t o  a s p e c i f i c  r u r a l  a s s i g n -  
ment ,  c a re fu l  p l a n n i n g  s h o u l d  be u n d e r t a k e n  t o  a s s u r e  
proper and p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  of t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  Although t h e  
press commentary s t a t e d  t h a t  one  of t h e  pu rposes  of t h e  
r u r a l  a s s ignmen t s  was ' to e n a b l e  youth  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  " p a s t  

from t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  space was g i v e n  
t o  d i s c u s s i n g  how t o  make commune l i f e  more a t t r a c t i v e  
t o  u r b a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  Y o u t h  League o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  assure t h a t  t h e  y o u t h s  had  s u f f i c i e n t  r e a d -  
i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and t h a t  t h e y  were g i v e n  time f o r  s t u d y ,  
r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  and s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  To what e x t e n t  s u c h  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  were made, and whe the r  or  n o t  t h e y  r educed  
s t u d e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  ass ignments - - they  p r o b a b l y  

The regime a p p a r e n t l y p a i d  ser ious a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
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d i d  not - i s ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  n o t  a s  
i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  of t h e  regime t o  t h e  problem. 

mitment o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  was n o t  s t r o n g  enough t o  m o t i v a t e  
them t o  t h e  k i n d s  of sacr i f ices  demanded of t h e m ,  F u r t h e r -  
more, i t  is q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  process of implement- 
i n g  one of Mao's s t r o n g e s t  be l i e f s ,  a r e a l i s t i c  a p p r a i s a l  
of t h e  a c t u a l  r e s p o n s e  of C h i n a ' s  youth  ove r rode  ~ t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r p o s e s  beh ind  t h e  campaign. 

Peking  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  i d e o l o g i c a l  com- 

C. Half-Work, Hal f -S tudy  Schools 

The t h i r d  component of t h e  program t o  create 
' * r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successo r s11  was t h e  renewed emphasis on  
a n o t h e r  G r e a t  Leap Forward innova t ion - - the  half-work,  
h a l f - s t u d y  schools .  I n  October 1964,  Ou Meng-chueh, a 
member of t h e  Secretariat  of t h e  CCP Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  
C o m m i t t e e ,  wrote i n  t h e  People ' s  D a i l y :  

The a d o p t i o n  of t h e  h a l f  -work ( f a rming)  
and h a l f - s t u d y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  h a s  
a v e r y  f a r - r e a c h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  
t h e  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  of o u r  c o u n t r y .  
Such an  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is a bas ic  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em unde r  s o c i a l i s m  and 
communism. Fo l lowing  t h e  development 
of t h e  s o c i a l i s t  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h i s  s y s t e m  
w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l o p  t o  become t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  o u r  
c o u n t r y .  

The ha l f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  sys t em was a method by w h i c h  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  devo ted  h a l f  t h e i r  t i m e  t o  c l a s s e s ,  and t h e  
other h a l f  t o  " p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r . ? '  As t h e  c o n c e p t  was 
a p p l i e d  i n  1958, t h e  schools were g e n e r a l l y  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  
midd le  schools" and p r i m a r i l y  created t o  p r o v i d e  j u n i o r  
m i d d l e  school ( 7 t h  t h rough  9 t h  g r a d e )  e d u c a t i o n  fo r  c h i l d -  
r e n  who were t o  become a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers,  The schools  
were t o  be establ ished and r u n  b y  t h e  a g r i c u J t u r a 1  coopera-  
t i v e s  and f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  " p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r "  
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of t h e  s t u d e n t 6  on p l o t s  of l a n d  set  a s i d e ,  or reclaimed 
fo r  t h e i r  u s e .  As t h e  concep t  was appl ied  i n  t h e  urban  
a r e a s ,  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  o r g a n i z e d  schools of t h e i r  own 
d e s i g n e d  t o  create t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  p l a n t .  There  was some e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  u s i n g  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  method, and 
these schools were a l so  a t t a c h e d  t o  p l a n t s ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  
t o  r e l a t i v e l y  large and advanced f a c t o r i e s .  S imi l a r  
e x p e r i m e n t s  were conducted  on r u r a l  communes. 
t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  s t a k e  there were t o  be two 
s y s t e m s  of educa t ion - -ha l f - t ime  and f u l l - t i m e - - e x i s t i n g  
s ide  by s i d e ,  e x i s t i n g  under  t h e  r u b r i c  of "walking on 
t w o  legs." The t h r u s t  of e d u c a t i o n a l  reform i n  t h e  
midd le  1960's was t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t ,  a n  
expe r imen t  t h a t  had been  pushed aside i n  t h e  r e t r e n c h -  
ment per iod  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Great Le'ap Forward. 

Dur ing  

The Kwangming D a i l y  of 6 J a n u a r y  1965 c a r r i e d  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  e n t i t l e d ,  -Experiment With  t h e  Part-Work 
and Pa r t -S tudy  E d u c a t i o n a l  Sys tem."  The  i d e o l o g i c a l  
g o a l s  of t h e  sys t em were: 

To prepare i n  p a r t i c u l a r  fo r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
of d i f f e r e n c e s  between m e n t a l  and manual 
labor as one of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  for  
t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  communist. sys t em,  t h e  
t e s t i n g  and g r a d u a l  imp lemen ta t ion  of t h e  
p a r t  -wor k ,  , and - pa* tAs tudy or  pa r  t-f arming 
and p a r t - s t u d y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  ... 

Throughout 1964- 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a 
two legs.' ' Typi  
t h a t  l t exper iment  
began i n  1958, t 

65 t h e  press was rep le te  w i t h  r e p o r t s  

c a l l y ,  s u c h  r e p o r t i n g  r e g u l a r l y  s t a t e d  
a t i o n "  w i t h  ha l f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  schools 
hus i n d i c a t i n g  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of Mao's 

commitment t o  t h e  Grea t  Leap Forward and h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
u t o p i a .  As t h e  c u r r e n t  " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  draws  
from t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  1962-1965 and s i m i l a r l y  s t a t e s  
t h a t  its o r i g i n  was i n  1958,  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s y s t e m  
a s  i t  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  1964-1965 w i l l  prove u s e f u l  for 
a n a l y z i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  and change i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  po l ic ies .  

. p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i c y  of "walk ing  on .. 
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Half-Work, Half-Study: A Model County 

APticles i n  t h e  People 's  D a i l y  and t h e  Nanfang  
D a i l y  (Canton) i n  September 1964- a r e a s o n a b l y  c l e a r  
p i c t u r e  of t h e  s y s t e m  a s  i t  was t o  be a p p l i e d  i n  a r u r a l  
coun ty  ( h s i e n ) .  Hs in-hui  County i n  Kwangtung began i ts  
e x p e r i m e m ' l 9 5 8 .  By September 1964, i t  had c r e a t e d  
three l e v e l s  of half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  e d u c a t i o n .  The 
coun ty  had 14 :commune-run a g r i c u l t u r a l  ( fo re s t ry )  middle  
schools,  one of w h i c h  had s e n i o r  midd le  school c l a s s e s ,  
one i n t e r m e d i a t e  a g r o - t e c h n i c a l  midd le  s choo l ,  and one  
"1 a b o r  u n i v e r  s i t  y . q f  

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i d d l e  school recru i ted  from 
s e n i o r  pr imary  school  g r a d u a t e s  and produced l i t e r a t e  
p e a s a n t s  w i t h  a b a s i c  knowledge of a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro- 
d u c t i o n  techniques . '  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  mid- 
d l e  school produced j u n i o r  m i d d l e  school  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  
b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  g e a r e d  t o  t h e  needs  of a specif ic  
commune. The c u r r i c u l u m  of t h e  school f o c u s e d  on  
p o l i t i c s ,  Ch inese  l anguage ,  mathemat ics ,  a b a c u s  t r a i n -  
i n g ,  r u r a l  f i n a n c i a l  acco 'unt ing ,  l and  s u r v e y i n g ,  agr i -  
c u l t u r a l  b i o l o g y ,  f e r t i l i z e r  t e c h n i q u e s ,  and g e n e r a l  
f a r m i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  The f u t u r e  ro le  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
m i d d l e  school g r a d u a t e  w o u l d  be t o  ass iS t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  
on  t h e  commune and g e n e r a l l y  r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  of a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  exper t i se  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  teams. They were 
a s s i g n e d  a f t e r  three y e a r s  of ha l f - t ime  s t u d y .  

from "young i n t e l l e c t u a l s "  ( n o t  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e d )  and 
The i n t e r m e d i a t e  a g r o - t e c h n i c a l  school r e c r u i t e d  

j u n i o r  m i d d l e  school  g r a d u a t e s  who had "tempered them- 
s e l v e s  th rough  l a b o r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e . "  The school  was 
d e l i g n e d  t o  produce  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  school  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  
specif ic  s k i l l s  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a .  The s t a t e d  pu rpose  
of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  ( n o t  descr ibed)  was t o  !produce " i n t e r -  
m e d i a t e  and e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e  t e c h n i c i a n s  needed by  t h e  
commune fo r  pxoduc t ion  teams." I t  may be s a f e l y  assumed 
t h a t  these g r a d u a t e s  would become t h e  t e c h n i c a l  managers 
of p r o d u c t i o n  teams.  . .  

! . .. 
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T.he " l a b o r  u n i v e r s i t y "  recru i t e d  from ' 'outs t and ing"  
g r a d u a t e s  of e t a t e - r u n  middle  schools,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  mid- 
d l e  schools, and i n t e r m e d i a t e  a g r o - t e c h n i c a l  schools  who 
had been recommended by t h e  commune a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  p roduc t ion .  teams. Gradua te s  of t h e  " l a b o r  
u n i v e r s i t y "  were a s s i g n e d  by t h e  coun ty  governments t o  
become t e c h n i c a l  managers wherever  t h e y  were needed i n  
t h e  coun ty .  

The model c o u n t y  descr ibed  above a t t e m p t e d  t o  
expand e d u c a t i o n  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  s t r u c t u r i n g  i ts  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  toward s e l e c t i v e  r e c r u i t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
s e v e r a l  l e v e l s .  Thus even  t h o u g h  t h e r e  would be g r e a t e r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p t x t u n i t i e s ,  t h e  spec i f i c  needs  of t h e  - 
coun ty  were t h e  o y e r r i d i n g  c r i t e r i a  f o r  c u r r i c u l u m  and'  ' 
recr u i t i n g  . - r  

% "  

Half-WDrk, Half-Study: The I n d u s t r i a l  Model 

The same p r i n c i p l e  of t r a i n i n g  spec i f i c  s k i l l s  
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a s p e c i a l i z e d  s i t u a t i o n  or a spec i f ic  need 
was a l s o  a p p l i e d  i n  i n d u s t r y .  A Kwangming D a i l y  repor t  
of August 1964 descr ibed  a half-work,  h a l f - m  school 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  T i e n t s i n  Pho tograph ic  F i lm  P l a n t .  T h i s  
e x p e r i m e n t ,  of c o u r s e ,  commenced i n  1958. The school  
a p p e a r s  t o  have been des igned  t o  produce  m i d d l e - l e v e l  
t e c h n i c i a n s  c a p a b l e  of communicating e a s i l y  w i t h  
eng inee r s - - an  a t t e m p t  t o  s o l v e  a f a m i l i a r  problem t h a t  
e x i s t s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ;  By 1964, a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  repor t ,  o v e r  40 p e r c e n t  of t h e  workers i n  t h e  p l a n t ,  
had g r a d u a t e d  from t h e  school r u n  by t h i s  f a c t o r y .  I t  ' 
i n i t i a l l y  recruited some 300 j u n i o r  m i d d l e  school g r a d u a t e s .  
The c o u r s e  m a t e r i a l s  were compiled by e n g i n e e r s  a t  t h e  
p l a n t  and ffelsewhere.l' The c o u r s e  r a n  f o r  three y e a r s  
and produced e s s e n t i a l l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e n i o r  midd le  school  
g r a d u a t e s .  

The s t u d e n t s  were d i v i d e d  I n t o  two g roups  t h a t  
a l t e r n a t e l y  worked i n  t h e  p l a n t  and s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  school  
on a week ly  b a s i s .  According t o  t h e  r epor t ,  t h e  cor- 
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I r i c u l u m  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  (11 p e r c e n t ) ,  " c u l t u r a l  I 
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s u b j e c t s f 1  (42 p e r c e n t ) ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  p r o d u c t s  (47 p e r c e n t ) .  
The Kwangming D a i l  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t  was aware of 
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o 
n i z e d  t h e  need t o  r e l y  on  o r d i n a r y  f u l l - t i m e  schools for  
some of its r e c r u i t i n g  needs .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  a nod t o  t h e  
e v e r  p r e s e n t  s l o g a n s ,  i t  was no ted  t h a t  t h e  p l a n t ' s  school  
f u l f i l l e d  t h e  t l th ree- in-onel t  c u r r i c u l u m  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  
its combina t ion  of p o l i t i c s ,  c u l t u r e ,  and t echno logy .  
The r e p o r t  a l s o  stressed t h e  narrow ("Fewer But B e t t e r " ) ,  
s p e c i a l i z e d  n a t u r e  of t h e  c t l r r icu lum and t h e  economy re- 
s u l t i n g  frqm r u n n i n g  s u c h  a program. T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  school 's  o p e r a t i n g  costs were s a i d  
t o  be o n l y  60 p e r c e n t  of those of a f u l l - t i m e  school,  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same time t h e  s t u d e n t s  were c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
p r o d u c t i o n .  The mix- pf p o l i t i c s ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g ,  
and economy made t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  school a model fo r  a l l  
o ther  i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

-+ w a l k i n g  on  two legs" i n  t h a t  i t  recog- 

Half-Work, H a l f - S t u d y :  The U n i v e r s i t y  Model 

The expe r imen t  i n  special ized e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  
i n  its goals  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l s  who a c h i e v e  
u n i v e r s i t y - l e v e l  s k i l l s  on  a half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
basis. The Pek ing  Workers D a i l y  on 16 August 1964 pub- 
b l i s h e d  a r e p o r t  on  t h e  S h a m  Munic ipa l  Spqre-Time 
University, d e s c r i b i n g  it a s  a "new t y p e  of u n i v e r s i t y "  
t h a t  came i n t o  b e i n g  i n  1960 a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  of t h e  
Shanghai Munic ipa l  Pa r ty  Committee. I t  r e c r u i t e d  from 
i n d i v i d u a l s  who had worked i n  i n d u s t r y ,  on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  
f o r  t e n  yea r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  " i n d u s t r i a l  workers ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  
t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  and b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  cadres." 
i ts  f i v e - y e a r  c u r r i c u l u m  was des igned  t o  b r i n g  s t u d e n t s  
W i t h  a j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s choo l  background up  t o  t h e  l e v e l  
of a u n i v e r s i t y  graduate  " i n  s p e c i a l i z e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s , "  A t  t h e  time of t h e  report  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

' had 4,300 s t u d e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  1,000 i n  t h e  c l a s s  of 1964. 
The school  was s t r u c t u r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  " s p e c i a l t i e s  i n  
t echno logy  and equipment f o r  b u i l d i n g  machines ,  e l e c t r i c a l  
machines and a p p l i a n c e s ,  r a d i o  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  o r g a n i c  
s y n t h e s i s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t s  and meters, t e x t i l e  
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e n g i n e e r i n g ,  s i l i c a t e ,  chemica l  f i be r s ,  c a s t i n g ,  e l ec t r i -  
f i c a t i o n  of f a c t o r i e s  and e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and au tomat ion ."  

The c u r r i c u l u m  was e v i d e n t l y  des igned  t o  br idge 
t h e  gap between p r o d u c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  and b a s i c  s c i e n t i -  
f i c  and t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge. The school was c l e a r l y  
n o t  d e s i g n e d  t o  c r e a t e  research e n g i n e e r s ,  b u t  p r o d u c t i o n  
e n g i n e e r s  c a p a b l e  of s o l v i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  l i n e  and d e s i g n  
problems. Thus once  a g a i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  of narrow,  s p e c i -  ' 

a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  d e s i g n e d  to  meet specif ic  needs  was t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  g o a l  of t h e  school .  

Half-Work, Half-Study: Summary 
: i  

I n  t h e  three l e v e l s  of half-work, ha l f - s tudy  schools  
( t h G  S h a n g h a i " i n s t i t u t 1 o d  was' a c t u a l l y  a cross between 
half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  and spa re - t ime  schools)  there was 
an  o b s e r v a b l e  a t tempt  t o  expe r imen t  w i t h  a complementary 
s y s t e m  of e d u c a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m .  T h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  po l i cy  of ' lwalk ing  on 
t w o  legs" was a s u b v e r s i o n  of Mao's g o a l s  f o r  t h e  s y s t e m ,  
fo r  h e  e n v i s i o n e d  some form of a half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
s y s t e m  a s  u l t i m a t e l y  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  s y s t e m . a n d ,  
what is more i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  a source of t h e  new Ch inese  
man. By r e p l a c i n g  t h e  f o r m a l  academic process w i t h  a 
s y s t e m  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  s t u d e n t  w i t h  t h e  workers 
and p e a s a n t s ,  Mao hoped t o  o v e r - r i d e  t h e  predomidant 
i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  
and a t  t h e  same time c r e a t e  t h e  optimum c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  
a v o i d i n g  t h e  development of e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  among t h e  
s t u d e n t s .  Thus t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  would  produce 
"wor thy  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . 1 t  As t h e  p o l i c y  was 
a c t u a l l y  implemented d u r i n g  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t a g e ,  i t  
is e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  sys t em was b e i n g  developed  t o  produce  
nar rowly  t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a t  bes t  h i g h e r  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  
who c o u l d  f i l l  t h e  gap  between research o r i e n t e d  un ive r -  
s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  and t h e  p e a s a n t  and i n d u s t r i a l  worker. 
Thus a b a s i c  pragmatism over - rode  Mao Tse - tung ' s  ideo- 

* l o g i c a l  g o a l s .  
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P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l  of t h e  Full-Time Educa t ion  Sys tem,  

The pragmatism so e v i d e n t  i n  a p p l y i n g  Mao's t h r e e  
b a s i c  components of a r s v O l u t i o n i z e d  e d u c a t i o n  sys t em*  
was n o t  so s t r o n g l y  ref lected i n  t h e  normal or f u l l - t i m e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  
and t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  d a i l y  l i f e  was v e r y  much i h  ev idence .  
The Ch inese  l e a d e r s h i p  a t t e m p t e d  t o  make p o l i t i c a l  con- 
t r o l  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  abso lu t e ,  and P a r t y  c o n t r o l  
of e d u c a t i o n  was d e s i g n e d  t o  be complete i n  both o rgan iza -  
t i o n  and c o n t e n t ,  From t h e  P o l i t b u r o  down t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
there was a specif ied,  f u n c t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
P a r t y  t o  per form.  P o l i t i c a l  control  was p r e s e n t  i n  both 

t h e  s c h o o l ' i t s e l f ,  which  had its own P a r t y  branch  down 
t o  t h e  j u n i o r  middle school, or by  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  P a r t y  
f a c t i o n ( s )  a t  t h e  commune, p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e  and pro- 
d u c t i o n  team l e v e l s .  A t  e a c h  l e v e l  of government there 
was a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  Pa r ty  s t r u c t u r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  t h e  
alter-ego of t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  m i n i s t r i e s  or governmental  
s t r u c t u r e .  

dec is ion-making  and t h e  imp lemen ta t ion  df p o l i c y  w i t h i n  "I  

. *\ 1 

A. P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  

A u n i v e r s i t y  was u s u a l l y  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Higher E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l - l e v e l  gove rnmen t ' s  
Higher Educa t ion  Bureau ,  and its alter-ego--the C u l t u r e  
and E d u c a t i o n  Department of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committee. 
S p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Chungking A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
E n g i n e e r i n g  College, were s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  both t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Higher  Educa t ion  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  or a r e a  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
The Chungking A r c h i t e c t u r a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  College was sub- 
o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of C o n s t r u c t i o n  and Eng inee r ing  

*That is, (1) 'fewer b u t  bet ter  ," (2) " the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a new s o c i a l i s t  ,countryside,"  and (3) hal f -work ,  h a l f -  
s t u d y  schools. 



a s  well a s  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Higher Educat ion .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
the Huanan A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Canton was subor-  
d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  Peking  Academy of A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c i e n c e s ,  
R e a l  power i n  t h e  school, however, was h e l d  by t h e  P a r t y  
branch .  Usua l ly  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  or Chance l lo r  of a g i v e n  
i n s t i t u t i o n  was c o n c u r r e n t l y  t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
I n s t i t u t i o n ' s  P a r t y  committee. I n  those c a s e s  where t h e  
head of t h e  school was n o t  a l s o  t h e  head of t h e  P a r t y  
b ranch ,  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  school s t a t e d  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t h a t  
his depu ty ,  who would be t h e  head of t h e  P a r t y  b ranch ,  
was t h e  d e  f a c t o  head of t h e  school .  

Although there were v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  spec i f ic  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i t  is possible 
t o  create a model t h a t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o rgan iza -  
t i o n a l  form. 

Oversee ing  t h e  a f fa i r s  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  would be 
t h e  P a r t y  Committee, headed b y  t h e  1st Secretary who 
would  a l s o  be t h e  C h a n c e l l o r .  Each academic depar tment  
of t h e  school would have a P a r t y  b ranch ,  f r e q u e n t l y  
known as t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  Research C o m m i t t e e  (ERC). As 
t h e  heads of' t h e  depa r tmen t s  were u s u a l l y  academics and 
n o t  P a r t y  members, t h e  ERC c h i e f s  were t h e  deputg d e p a r t -  
ment heads.  The e d u c a t i o n a l  me thods ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and cu r -  
r i c u l u m  were de te rmined  by  t h e  ERC i n  c l o s e , c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  P a r t y  committee. Once a d e c i s i o n  
was made, t h e  depar tment  head--usual ly  a n  e x p e r t  i n  h i s  
f i e l d - - w a s  informed,  and he and h i s  s t a f f  were expected 
t o  implement t h i s  p o l i c y ,  

by t h e  P a r t y  branch  th rough  r e g u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  mee t ings ,  
t h e  Communist Youth League. and t h e  S t u d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

or t n  e s t u d e n t  body of a g lven  l b s t i t u t i o n  may have been  
members of t h e  CYL. The e x i s t e n c e  of such  a h i g h  per -  
c e n t a g e  can  be best e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  s e l e c t i o n  process 
of s t u d e n t s  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  w h e r e  a major c r i t e r i o n  
was p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  Being a s t u d e n t  a c t i v i s t  i n  
middle  s c h o o l  would e s t a b l i s h  t h e  bona f i d e s  of a g i v e n  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  and would be e s p e c i a l l w e n h e n  h i s  
academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were midd l ing .  

A t  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e v e l ,  p o l i t i c a l  work was conducted  

, as  many as  do p e r c e n t  
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The CYL itself was s t r u c t u r e d  a long  f u n c t i o n a l  
l i n e s ,  and c o n t a i n e d  committees s u c h  a s  t h e  Organiza t i 'qn  
Committee and t h e  S t u d e n t  Work Commi t t ee ,  b u t  its g e n e r a l  
f u n c t i o n  was t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
of t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d ' t o  s e r v e  a s  a watchdog o v e r  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  behav io r .  Each c l a s s  and u n i v e r s i t y  depa r tmen t  
had i ts  own CYL branch ,  and many of t h e  CYL a c t i v i t i e s  
were c a r r i e d  on from, and  w i t h i n ,  t h e  c l a s s room.  

The spec i f ic  a r r angemen t s  f o r  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  
p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g s  v a r i e d  from i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  bas i c  format was t o  have one mass mee t ing  
a week p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  P a r t y  
committee or h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The topic  for  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  was selected from t h e  People's D a i l y ,  Red F l a g ,  
or some other n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h m s i E g v P  
member would l e c t u r e  f o r  .an h o u r  or s o ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  there 
would be some d i s c u s s i o n .  Fo l lowing  t h e  g e n e r a l  mee t ing ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  would break up i n t o  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  l e d  b y  a 
CYL member, and would  conduc t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  
t op ic ( s )  f o r  t h e  day.  Apart f r o m  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g s  
and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  smal l  g roup  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t h e  CYL would 
conduc t  one or two m e e t i n g s  a week on a d e p a r t m e n t a l  and 
c l a s s  l e v e l  i n  which t h e  s t u d e n t s  would d i s c u s s  t h e i r  
" d a i l y  l i f e . "  Small g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  of " d a i l y  l i f e  and 
s t u d i e s "  were i n  f a c t  self-cr i t ic ism s e s s i o n s  i n  w h i c h  
the i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  would c o n f e s s  h i s  errors. Such 
errors were u s u a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  toward h i s  
p e r s o n a l  g o a l s  and h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  soc ie ty  and 
t h e  P a r t y .  

and b e h a v i o r ,  and o u t l i n i n g  h i s  p l a n s  fo r  cor rec t ing  
t h e s e  errors, t h e  s t u d e n t  was a l s o  expected t o  c r i t i c i z e  
t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  of h i s  comrades,  F r e q u e n t l y  these c r i -  
ticisms had t o  be p u t  i n  w r i t i n g  and s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
group leader ,  

Apart from c r i t i c i z i n g  h i s  own errors  i n  m o t i v a t i o n  

. .  

. .' 

. .  

.. 

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  estimate t h e  number of h o u r s  
an i n d i v i d u a l  wpuld be invo lved  i n  e x t r a - c d r r i c u l a r  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I f ,  however, t h e  weekly mass a s -  
semblies and s m a l l  g r o u p  or s e c t i o n  m e e t i n g s  a re  i n c l u d e d ,  
t h e  r a n g e  would be from e i g h t  t o  twenty h o u r s  p e r  week. 
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I n  a d d i t i o n ,  formal p a t i t i c a l  c l a s s e s  took from f o u r  t o  
e i g h t  h o u r s  a week, g i v i n g  a t o t a l  time of 12 t o  28 hours  
per week, If one  f u r t h e r  i n c l u d e s  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  manual 
labor as l l p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g , "  t h e  t o t a l  reaches 16 t o  
32 h o u r s  p e r  week. By way of compar ison ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  
American s t u d e n t ' s  c l a s s  load is 1 2  t o  15 h o u r s  p e r  week. 

t i o n  was i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  heavy academic 
s c h e d u l e .  C l a s s e s  i n  Ch inese  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  
l e a r n i n g  r u n  from 40 t o  45 m i n u t e s  per  hour ,  and are  h e l d  
s i x  d a y s  a week. Weekly c l a s s  h o u r s  i n  t h e  19634965 
p e r i o d  r anged  from 20 t o  36 h o u r s ,  e x c l u d i n g  f o r m a l  po l i -  
t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  The greatest  number of c l a s s  h o u r s  were 
b e i n g  t a k e n  b y  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s , '  t h e  lowest b y  f i n e  a r t s  
s t u d e n t s .  
p r e s e n t  fo r  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  r e p o r t e d  w8re n o t  un i form.  

T h i s  i n t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  and i n d o c t r i n a -  

A c c u r a t e  aggregate d a t a  are  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

Summary 

t h e  Ch inese  str - 
d e n t  ir! t h e  m i d - I Y b U ' s  was r o i i o w i n g  a i g o r o u s ,  if n o t  
e x h a u s t i n g ,  reg imen , t h a t  began a t  6:30 a.m. and concluded  
a t  about 9:00 p.m. The s t u d e n t  knew t h a t  there were two 
b a s i c  l adde r s  of s u c c e s s  i n  Communist China--he e i the r  
developed s k i l l s  t h a t  were e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  regime, or  
he became known a s  a p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t  and worked h i s  
way p r i m a r i l y  u p  t h e  l a d d e r  se t  by  t h e  CYL and t h e  P a r t y .  
Climbing up  e i t h e r  l a d d e r  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d  some knowledge 
and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  abou t  t h e  o ther ,  w i t h  t h e  most p r e s s u r e  
b e i n g  app l i ed  and f e l t  by t h e  academic, r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i -  
t i c a l  s t u d e n t ,  who r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  P a r t y ' s  "Red and Expert"  
goa 1s. 

t h e  basic " r u l e s  of t h e  gamd*"and a t t e m p t e d  t o  f o r m a l l y  
a c c e p t  t h e  heavy p o l i t i c a l  program, w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 
time he  p e r s o n a l l y  p e r c e i v e d  i t  as a b o r i n g  w a s t e  of time, 
Dur ing  per iods of s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  campaigns he  knew 
what was expected of him and p a r t i c i p a t e d  w i t h  a n  outward 
f e r v o r ,  The p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  s t u d e n t  u sed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

The a c a d e m i c a l l y  i n c l i n e d  s t u d e n t  s o o n  recognized 
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campaigns t o  p u t  a n o t h e r  f e a t h e r  i n  h i s  c a p ;  he  used t h e m  
t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  s u p e r i o r  t h a t  h e  was indeed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i s t  t h a t  h e  appea red  t o  be i n  more r e l a x e d  times. 
No m a t t e r  what t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  of a g i v e n  s t u d e n t  was, how- 
e v e r ,  t h e y  a l l  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  power i n  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
was he ld  b y  t h e  P a k t y  and mo!iit'.tried t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h i s  f a c t  
of l i f e ,  

B. P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l :  The Middle School  

Prior t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  there  were three 
k i n d s  of f u l l - t i m e  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  midd le  schools  i n  China: 
J u n i o r  m i d d l e  school, s e n i o r  middle  school ,  and combina- 
t i o n  j u n i o r - s e n i o r  m i d d l e  school. A j u n i o r  m i d d l e  school 
t a u g h t  o n l y  t h e  first three g r a d e s  of t h e  t o t a l  s i x - y e a r  
middle  school course; a s e n i o r  midd le  school t a u g h t  t h e  
f i n a l  three y e a r s ;  a combina t ion  j u n i o r - s e n i o r  m i d d l e  
school ( u s u a l l y  referred t o  a s  a s e n i o r  m i d d l e  school) 
t a u g h t  a l l  s i x  y e a r s  i n  one  program. I n  a r u r a l  coun ty  
there were u s u a l l y  s e v e r a l  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s choo l s ,  a c o u p l e  
of s e n i o r  midd le  schools,  and one combina t ion  j u n i o r -  
s e n i o r  midd le  school l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o u n t y  s ea t .  T h i s  
l a t t e r  school  would be t h e  most p re s t ig ious  and t h e  most 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  e n t e r .  I n  u rban  a r e a s  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  
p robab ly  e x i s t e d ,  w i t h  one s e n i o r  or combina t ion  m i d d l e  
school r e c r u i t i n g  from t h e  s e v e r a l  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  schools. 

P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  midd le  school s y s t e m  fo l -  
lowed t h e  same b a s i c  p a t t e r n  a s  t h a t  d e v i s e d  f o r  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  were v a r i a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  to  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  unique  role  of t h e  midd le  school. The m i d d l e  school 
was a t  one  and t h e  same t i m e  t h e  b a s e  of r e c r u i t s  f o r  
h ighe r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  s o u r c e  of s o c i a l ,  economic, and 
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  c o u n t y - m u n i c i p a l i t y  l e v e l ,  and 
a d i r e c t o r  of t h e  p r imary  school s y s t e m .  Dual c o n t r o l  
of e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  was i n  t h e  hands of t h e  Propa- 
ganda and E d u c a t i o n  Department of t h e  c o u n t y - l e v e l  CCP 
Committee, and t h e  C u l t u r e  and Educa t ion  Bureau of t h e  
c o u n t y - l e v e l  government.  As i n  a l l  a r e a s  of d u a l  c o n t r o l ,  
t h e  P a r t y  h e l d  t h e  uppe r  hand. I n  a r u r a l  c o u n t y  there  
were u s u a l l y  two e d u c a t i o n a l  b ranches  of t h e  Propaganda 
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and Educa t ion  Department.  One committee was composed 
e n t i r e l y  of teachers from t h e  c o u n t y  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  schools ,  
and ,  probably, t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  of t h e  a u n i o r  middle  schools  
i n  t h e  coun ty .  The o the r  committee was composed of t h e  
p r i n c i p a l s  of t h e  commune l e v e l  p r imary  schoo l s .  

b ranch ,  w i t h  t h e  1st S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Committee f u n c t i o n -  
i n g  as  t h e  school p r i n c i p a l ,  Each s e c t i o n  or academic 
depar tment  of t h e  school  would be r u n  by a member of t h e  
P a r t y  committee; one s e c t i o n  or  depa r tmen t  would ha the 
P o l i t i c a l  Department ,  * and '  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  of b o t h  t h e  teachers and  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  were i n  p a r t  a 
f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Communist Youth League and t h e  YQung 
P i o n e e r s ,  P i o n e e r s  were r e c r u i t e d  from t h e  younger s t u -  
d e n t s ,  and t h e  Youth League from s t u d e n t s  and teachers 
aged 16 t o  2 5 .  Fol lowing  t h e  s t a n d a r d  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
p a t t e r n ,  t h e  school P a r t y  committee would c o n t r o l  t h e  
Youth League t h r o u g h  its Youth League Committee, and t h e  
Youth League would c o n t r o l  t h e  P i o n e e r s  t h rough  its Young 
P i o n e e r s  Committee. The Youth League and t h e  P i o n e e r s  
were o r g a n i z e d  o n  a c l a s s  b a s i s ,  and r a n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  from t h e  c lass room.  

The s e n i o r  middle  school would form i ts  own P a r t y  

J u n i o r  middle school f a c u l t i e s  may n o t  have had 
enough CCP members t o  form a P a r t y  b ranch ,  b u t  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  school would be a CCP member, and t h e  
school would have a P o l i t i c a l  Department  or S e c t i o n  re- 
s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  and 
t e a c h e r s .  J u n i o r  middle  schools p r o b a b l y  came under  d u a l  
P a r t y  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  f o r  t h e  midd le  school s e c t i o n  of t h e  
Propaganda and Educa t ion  Department and the  P a r t y  b ranch  
of t h e  l o c a l  combina t ion  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  school both  appear  
t o  have exercised some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  them.  

Urban middle  schools  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  followed 
the same p a t t e r n  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  i t  is a lso  
l i k e l y  t h a t  u rban  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  school f a c u l t i e s  had a 
s u f f i c i e n t  number of Par ty  members t o  form t h e i r  own P a r t y  
branches .  These  P a r t y  b ranches ,  a l o n g  a i t h  those of t h e  
s e n i o r  m i d d l e  schools,  came under  t h e  d i rect  s u p e r v i s i o n  
of t h e  mun ic ipa l  P a r t y  committee's Propaganda and Educa- 
t i o n  Department.  
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Middle school c Q r r i c u l a  normal ly  c o n t a i n e d  three 
o r  f o u r  45-minute per iods  of formal p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p e r  week o u t  of a t o t a l  of 24 t o  26 periods.  Manual 
liibor, a n o t h e r  form of p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  e y e s  
of t h e  regime, no rma l ly  absorbed a n o t h e r  four  p e r i o d s  
a week: Thus s e v e n  t o  e i g h t  p e r i o d s  per  week,  more 
t h a n  25 p e r d g a t  of t h e  t o t a l  c l a s s  time, were s p e n t ' i n  
s chedu led  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  

P o l i t i c a l  mee t ings  for  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were a r r anged  
by t h e  P a r t y  b ranch  and t h e  Youth League, and took place 
appro32mately three times a week. The first mee t ing  took 
place e a r l y  i n  t h e  week and was p re s ided  o v e r  by t h e  
P r i n c i p a l / l s t  Secretary who d i scussed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
pu rpose  of b e i n g  a s t u d e n t .  L a t e r  t h a t  week ,  t h e  teachers 
p r e s i d e d  o v e r  classroomL d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  " c e n t r a l  a s s ign -  
ment," w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  spec i f ic  p o l i t i c a l  topic 
d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h a t  week. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c l a s s  committees, 
l e d  b y . t h e  Youth League c lass  committee cha i rman would 
lead a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  ear l ier  meet ing .  As t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
d i s c u s s i o n  moved down t o  smaller and smaller  g roups  there 
o c c u r r e d  t h e  concomi tan t  closer s u p e r v i s i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
" p o l i t i c a l l ~  d i s c u s s i o n s  of " c e n t r a l "  top ics  concerned  
n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of' t h e  t o p i c s ,  b u t  a l so  c o n f e s s i o n s  
of o n e ' s  own errors i n  m o t i v a t i k p  and b e h a v i o r .  
the u n i v e r s i t y ,  cri t icism and exposure  of t h e  errors of 
fellow s t u d e n t s  was a l s o  a s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  of t h e  
process . 

As i n  

Summary 

' 1  The p r imary  goal f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  m i d d l e  school 
was t o  a c h i e v e  a p l a c e  i n  a u n i v e r s i t y  o r  o t h e r  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  Middle school  s t u d e n t s  
r ecogn ized ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  were i n  s e n i o r  middle  
school ,  t h e  two l a d d e r s  of s u c c e s s .  They knew f u l l  w e l l  
t h a t  a combina t ion  of academic s u c c e s s  and acceptable  
p o l i t i c a l  " r e l i a b i l i t y 1 '  was Pecessa ry  t o  g a i n  a s e a t .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  a n  a c t i v i s t  and S t u d e n t  l eade r  w i t h  a good 
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  Youth League cou ld  a l so  a c h i e v e  a p l a c e  
i n .  a u n i v e r s i t y .  Recommendation from t h e  school ,  

. .  I 
. .  - 
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e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  P a r t y ,  was a s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  a s  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  academic record. I d e a l l y  a 
c o m b i n a t i o n  of both  v i r t u e s  was r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  i n  appl ica-  
t i o n  one  or t h e  other was s u f f i c i e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s o  
t h a t  academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  be n e u t r a l i z e d  b y  a 
record of p o l i t i c a l  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  or "backwardness." I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who chose t h e  academic l a d d e r  s e t  
as h i s  minimum p o l i t i c a l  g o a l  a v o i d i n g  t h e  r e p r o b a t i o n  
of " p o l i t i c a l l y  backward" from h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r s e e r s .  

T h e r e  were p e r i o d s  of time when academic s t u d i e s  
were emphasized more t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m .  The c y c l e s  
of emphas i s ,  however, d i d  n o t  completely n e g a t e  t h e  neces-  
s i t y  t o  appear p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e .  Fu r the rmore ,  t h e  a l e r t  
s t u d e n t ,  ' -es .pecial ly  i n  s e n i o r  middle  school,  r e c o g n i z e d  
the c y c l i c a l  p a t t e r n  of emphases  and s t r o v e  t o  m a i n t a i n  
a b a l a n c e  i n  h i s  b e h a v i o r  a t  a l l  times. One of t h e  o u t -  
s t a n d i n g  c h a r a c t e r  is t i c s  is t h e  
l e v e l  of p o l i t i c a l  s o p h i i t l c a t l o n ,  of Knowledge'of t h e  
' ' r u l e s  of t h e  game," demons t r a t ed  by  middle  school as 
w e l l  a s  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  

J I  

C.  P o l i t i c a l  C o n t r o l :  The Pr imary  School 

F u l l - t i m e  s t a t e - r u n  p r imary  schools were d i v i d e d  
i n t o  three categories a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  
t h e y  t a u g h t  t h e  f u l l  s i x - y e a r  p r imary  school course. 
Thus j u n i o r  p r imary  school  t a u g h t  t h e  first fou r  y e a r s ,  
s e n i o r  primary school  t a u g h t  t h e  f i n a l  two years ,  and 
some schools were combined j u n i o r - s e n i o r  p r imary  schools  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s i x  years .  

The p a t t e r n  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  
same as for m i d d l e  schoo1s;but t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  
t o  which  t h e y  were a t tached  was one  or  two steps below 
t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l .  A l l  f u l l - t i m e  p r i m a r y  schools were 
f i n a n c e d  by t h e  coun ty ,  b u t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  commune- 
l e v e l  E d u c a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  Bureau.  P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  
a t  t h i s  l e v e l  was exerted by t h e  commune's P a r t y  Propa- 
ganda committeeman. I n  a r u r a l  c o u n t y ,  e a c h  commune 
would have s e v e r a l  s e n i o r  primary schools.  Be low t h e  
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commune, e a c h  p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e  would have a t  l e a s t  
one j u n i o r  p r imary  school ,  The number of p r o d u c t i o n  
b r i g a d e s  i n  a commune v a r i e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  b u t  i n  sou th -  
e r n  China 10-15 is n o t  an  unusual' number. P o l i t i c a l  
c o n t r o l  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  was s t r u c t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t -  
i a t e d ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  t h e  merger of P a r t y  and government 
cadres was o f t e n  t o t a l ;  therefore, t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
government and Pa r ty  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was u s u a l l y  r e n d e r e d  
m e a n i n g l e s s .  P a r t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  however, rested w i t h  
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  committeeman. 

As w i t h  middle  and h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
of t h e  p r imary  school would i d e a l l y  be a P a r t y  m e m b e r ,  
b u t  a t  t h e ' v e r y  l e a s t  he or s h e  would be a p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i s t  a p p o i n t e d  on t h e  basis of p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a .  
I t  is p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  p r imary  school p r i n c i p a l s  . 
whose schools  were t h e  c e n t r a l  p r imary  school fo r  t h e  
school d i s t r i c t  ( u s u a l l y  t h e  commune) were P a r t y  members. 
These p r i n c i p a l s  met once  a month a t  t h e  coun ty  s e a t  fo r  
t h e i r  P a r t y  b r a n c h  meet ing .  The re  were three other 
weekly m e e t i n g s  h e l d  a t  t h e  commune l e v e l ,  where  t h e y  
would meet w i t h  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  from t h e  commune P a r t y  
branch  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  other com- 
mune programs. 

. .  - .. 

. -. 

. .  . .  

T h e r e  was l i t t l e  fo rma l  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
pr imary  school l e v e l ,  and no s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  beyond 
t h e  Young P i o n e e r s .  R e p o r t i n g  on c u r r i c u l u m  c o n t e n t  and 
t h e  role of p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  v a r i e s .  Some of t h e  e l i t e  
s e n i o r  p r imary  schools  and combina t ion  pr imary,  schools 
a t t e n d e d  by t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Pa r ty  c a d r e s  seemingly d i d  
have three t o  f o u r  periods of f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  
p e r  week ,  b u t  for  t h e  most p a r t  there  was no f o r m a l  p o l l -  
t Y c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  s h o u l d  be u n d e r s t o o d ,  however, t h a t  
t h e  c o n t e n t  of p r i m e r s ,  grammar t e x t s ,  .and even  ar i thmetic  
t e x t s  c o n t a i n e d  a n  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  l e v e l  of p o l i t i c a l  in -  
f o r m a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  games o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  Young 
P i o n e e r s  would have p o l i t i c a l  t h e m e s  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  pu rpose  
of t h e  game. 
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E n t r a n c e  Requi rements  and F e e s  

For a n a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  se t  modern a g r i c u l t u r e ,  modern 
i n d u s t r y ,  and a modern d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  among its h i g h e s t  
g o a l  p r i o r i t i e s ,  e n t e r i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was made 
e x c e s s i v e l y  d i f f i c u l t .  Some of t h e  problems,  of c o u r s e ,  
c o u l d  n o t  be avo ided .  T h e r e  was a s e r i o u s  shortage of 
t e a c h e r s  a t  t h e  pr imary and m i d d l e  school l e v e l ,  and i t  
was c o s t l y ,  i n  terms of one  view of n a t i o n a l  development,  
t o  u s e  t r a i n e d  g r a d u a t e s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t e s  
fo r  t h e  purpose  of t e a c h i n g .  C e r t a i n l y  a number of gradu- 
a t e s  were used a s  t e a c h e r s  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and colleges, 
b u t  t h e  shortage of college and l o w e r - l e v e l  t e a c h e r s  is 
c l e a r  from t h e  d a t a .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  shortage of teach- 
e r s  and f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of Ch inese  e d u c a t i o n  
meant t h a t  t h e  number of c a n d i d a t e s  f a r  exceeded t h e  num- 
ber of s e a t s  a v a i l a b l e .  I n  one  s e n s e ,  t h e  Ch inese  reduced  
t h e  pressure on f u l l - t i m e  and par t - t ime s t u d y  schools by 
m a i n t a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e n t r a n c e ,  and by 
c h a r g i n g  bas i c  fees a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  sys tem.  These 
c r i t e r i a  and fees ,  however, t ended  t o  r e d u c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
improve,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  sys tem produced. 

The two most s i g n i f i c a n t  impediments t o  e n t e r i n g  

were t h e  p o l i t i c a l  cr - er a a n  
Close t o  these h u r d l e s  in 

and moving up th rough  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  process 

t h e  compet i t i  on  fo r  s ea l s .  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  was t h e  f i n a n c i a l  cos t  of s t a r t i n g  and con- 
t i n u i n g  o n e ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  The  f i n a n c i a l  p r e s s u r e  is most 
n o t i c e a b l e  a t  t h e  p r imary  school l e v e l  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p r imary  schoo l  e d u c a t i o n  was n o t  r e q u i r e d  
by t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h a t  many c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  even  
a j u n i o r  pr imary  school e d u c a t i o n .  T h e r e  were, however, 
no  p o l i t i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e n t e r i n g  pr imary  school  
--only c h i l d r e n  who were m e n t a l l y  or p h y s i c a l l y  handi -  
capped were b a r r e d  from t h e  lowest l e v e l s  of t h e  sys tem.  

E n t e r i n g  m i d d l e  schools,  however, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
major  m i d d l e  schools, was a d i f f e r e n t  mat ter .  P o l i t i c a l  
c r i t e r i a  were, appa ren t ly ,  a s  f o r c e f u l l y  a p p l i e d  a s  aca- 
demic e x c e l l e n c e .  P r i o r i t y  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  s o n s  and 
d a u g h t e r s  of "poDr and lower-middle p e a s a n t s "  and t h e  
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c h i l d r e n  of t h e  "working c l a s s . "  I t  is a l s o  q u i t e  
e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of P a r t y  and government c a d r e s  
r e c e i v e d  spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n ,  Thus c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  sea ts  
t h a t  would no rma l ly  ekim off t h e  cream of t h e  youth re- 
s u l t e d ,  p robab ly ,  i n  e x c l u d i n g  many c h i l d r e n  from homes 
w h i c h  had t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a tmosphere and b a s i c  f a m i l y  
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  academic c a r e e r .  
Undoubtedly,  many c h i l d r e n  who d i d  n o t  come from t h e  
f a v o r e d  c l a s s  backgrounds e n t e r e d  middle  school, b u t  
there is enough r e p a r t i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c l a s s  back- 
ground was a n  e n f o r c e d  c r i t e r i o n ,  a l b e i t  somewhat un- 
e v e n l y  e n f o r c e d .  The c h i l d r e n  of c a d r e s  were favored  i n  
y e t  a n o t h e r  way, i n  t h a t  e l i t e  combined pr imary  and 
midd le  schools were created t h a t  r e c r u i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  from 
k i n d e r g a r t e n s  r u n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of P a r t y  and govern- 

i r  ment cadres. These  schools  had a ten-year  currdculum, 
i n s t e a d  of t h e  u s u a l  t w e l v e ,  and gave  s u p e r i o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  this e l i t e  group.  

If a s t u d e n t  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and f i n a n c i a l  h u r d l e s  from pr imary  
s c h o o l  th rough s e n i o r  m i d d l e  school ,  he  or s h e  a t t empted  
t o  e n t e r  a u n i v e r s i t y  o r  its e q u i v a l e n t .  The p o l i t i c a l ,  
i n t e l l e C t u a 1 ,  and f i n a n c i a l  problems were complicated 
a t  t h i s  s t a g e  by  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of choos ing  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  
and hrea of academic c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  Every  midd le  school 
s t u d e n t  hoped d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  be admitted i n t o  a n  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  he was e q u a l l y  aware 
t h a t  t h e  number of c a n d i d a t e s  for  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  schools  
in Pek ing ,  Shanghai ,  Canton and elsewhere would be exces- 
Bive.  Thus many s t u d e n t s  would select  s m a l l e r ,  lesser 
known l o c a l  schools i n  order  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  
of b e i n g  selected fo r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a 
s t u d e n t  would have t o  choose h i s  a rea  of examinat ion  c a r e -  
f u l l y .  H e  knew t h a t  some f i e l d s ,  s u c h  a s  languages  and 
t h e  h a r d  s c i e n c e s ,  were of g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n  t h a n  o t h e r s .  Many s t u d e n t s  would t h u s  choose t o  
be examined i n  f i e l d s  where  t h e r e  was a g r e a t e r  demand. 
The M i n i s t r y  of Highe r  Educa t ion  which  set t h e  n a t i o n a l  
examina t ions  and u l t i m a t e l y  dec ided  w h i c h  school and what 
f i e l d  a s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  e n t e r  c o u l d  o v e r r i d e  t h e  choice 

..I 

of a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  t h e  s t u d e n t  knew t h a t  h i s  choice  I 
of schools and f i e l d s  would g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  h i s  ass ignment .  
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Choice, p o l i t i c s ,  academic e x c e l l e n c e ,  and f i n a n c i a l  costs  
were i n t e r t w i n e d  i n  a t i g h t  and,  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  desper-  
a t e  combina t ion  of f a c t o r s .  

The f i n a n c i a l  cost of e d u c a t i o n  was i n  p a r t  a l l e v i a t e d  
by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e c e i v i n g  s t a t e  s u b s i d i e s ,  I t  ap- 
pears t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some a s s i s t a n c e  was a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  
l e v e l s  of t h e  s y s t e r h ,  e v e n  fo r  pr imary  school educa t ion .  
Y e t  I ] i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  govern- 
ment s u b s i d i e s  were d i f f i c u l t  t o  o h t a i n ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
of schools related t o  i n d u s t r y  and s c i e n c e .  
I r o n  and S t e e l  I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  Peking  Pe t ro l eum I n s t i t u t e ,  
and t h e  Hua Chung P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e  a l l  s u b s i d i z e d  
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  e v e n  reportedly supplying pocket 
money t o  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v i n g  f u l l  s u b s i d i e s .  S t u d e n t s  a t -  
t e n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i d d l e  schools  c o u l d  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n  th rough  working  on t h e  commune, and t h e  r icher 
p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  any  S t u d e n t  whose 
f a m i l y  c o u l d  n o t  afford to  send  him t o  p r imary  school. 

The Peking  

, Job Assignments 

Youth growing  up i n  China a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  aware ( t h e  
ad j ec t ive  "despe ra t e"  s p r i n g s  t o  mind a g a i n )  of t h e  abso-  
l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  of a c h i e v i n g  a t  l e a s t  a m i d d l e  school edu- 
c a t i o n  i f  t hey  a r e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  e n d l e s s  t o i l  of a farm 
or i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r e r .  Even those  who a c h i e v e  a middle  
school e d u c a t i o n  are s u b j e c t  t o  b e i n g  s e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e ,  The better middle  schools  o f t e n  s e n t  t h e i r '  
g r a d u a t e s  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  assume a " h i g h e r  p o s i t i o n "  
a s  a s t a t e  c a d r e  o r  s t a t i s t i c i a n ;  o the r s  were undoub ted ly  
a s s i g n e d  m i d d l e  l e v e l  t e c h n i c a l  and m a n a g e r i a l  p o s i t i o n s  

But= e ong p y s i c a l  l a b o r  was c o n s t a n t l y  
i n  i n d u s t r y .  
t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  o 
in t h e  minds of m i d d l e  school g r a d u a t e s ,  e x p e c i a l l y  those 
who f a i l e d  t o  e n t e r  s e n i o r  m i d d l e  school .  

r e p o r t i n g  l e a v e s  no doubt  

Gradua te s  of u n i v e r s i t i e s  had a better chance  of 
r e c e i v i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s  commensurate w i t h  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  
e l spec ia l ly  i f  t h e i r  s k i l l s  were deemed t o  be of c r i t i c a l  
n a t i o n a l  impor t ance .  But , . for  many s t u d e n t s ,  there was 
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a b a s i c  f e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  s k i l l s  would be used i n  remote 
r u r a l  or v i r g i n  areas.  Fur the rmore ,  i n  t h e  pos t -Grea t  
Leap Forward p e r i o d ,  even  a s  l a t e  a s  1964, there  was 
t h e  impression t h a t  p r i o r  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  assignment,  
t h e y  would be r e q u i r e d  t o  per form a y e a r ' s  manual l a b o r .  
The problem t h a t  arose a f t e r  t h e  Great Leap Forward was 
s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were n o t  enough open ings  i n  i n d u s t r y  
and a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  absorb t h e  number of  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  
s k i l l s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  modernized a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n d u s t r y .  
I n  t h e  narrow v o c a t i o n a l  s e n s e  t h a t  prompted t h e  develop- 
ment of t h e  half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  schools, there  w a s  a 
need f o r  middle  and lower l e v e l  t e c h n i c i a n s  and managers,  
b u t  fo r  many of t h e  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of edu- 
c a t i o n  there were n o t  enough s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n s .  China ,  
i n  common w i t h  many o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g & n a t i o n s ,  was produc- 
i n g  more t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  t h a n  t h e  le,vel of development 
c o u l d  u t i 1 i z ; e .  T h i s  l e f t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  g a p  between t h e  
l e v e l  of e x p e c t a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sy le t em 
and t h e  l e v e l  of s k i l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  n a t i o n  and s o c i e t y  
c o u l d  use. For  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  
of t h e  Great Leap Forward,  t h i s  was a ve ry  d e p r e s s i n g  
d i s c o v e r y .  

S t u d e n t  Morale and P o l i t i c a l  A t t i t u d e s  

' T h e  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  of s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  
1960' SI I 

l c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  t h  e 
' e tud ie s  made by Alexander L.  George of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L ib- '  
e r a t i o n  Army, and t o  some e x t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  
R o b e r t  J.  L i f t o n .  S t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  a t  both t h e  mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l  and u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  were c h a r a d t e r i s t i c a l l y  
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of d i s s i m u l a t i o n ,  and ,  
i n  t h e  area of p o l i t i c s  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  a t o m i z a t i o n  of 
group  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I t  was common p r a c t i c e  t o  c o n t r o l  
o n e ' s  b e h a v i o r  and s i m u l a t e  correct a t t i t u d e s .  The pro- 
cesses of p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  sma l l -g roup  
cri t icism, led  t o  a l e v e l  of  a n x i e t y  and f e a r  a b o u t  o n e ' s  
own p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s .  D i s s i m u l a t i o n  l e d  t o  a n  u n w i l l -  
i n g n e s s  t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s  o u t s i d e  f o r m a l  c l a s s e s  and 
" d a i l y  l i f e f f  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  s e s s i o n s .  Unwillingness t o  
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d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c s  and t h e  obv ious  a n x i e t y  bout o n e ' s  
own m o t i v a t i o n  and b e h a v i o r  l e d  t o  t h e  a t o m i z a t i o n  of ' 
group  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and d e p r i v e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of even  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of c r e a t i n g  o r g a n i z e d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  
t h e i r  o v e r s e e r s .  Thus there  was a d e f i n i t e  b e h a v i o r  
p a t t e r n  e v i d e n t  i n  wh ich  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  was t h e  com- 
mon r e f e r e n c e ,  , 

The a b i l i t y  of t h e  regime t o  force d i s s i m u l a t i v e  
b e h a v i o r  upon t h e  s t u d e n t s  is q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  a f u n c t i o n  
of t h e  s t u d e n t s '  awareness  t h a t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  depended t o  
a la rge  e x t e n t  upon a n  a c c e p t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
academic per formance  i n  school. S t u d e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e s s i o n s  were b o r i n g  and i r r e l e v a n t  
were a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e m ,  
b u t  t h e i r  personal  g o a l s  o v e r r o d e  any p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  
t h e y  may have had t o  resis't. 

The p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  schools  were 
undoubtedly  aware t h a t  d i s s i m u l a t i o n  was t h e  c h a r a c t e r -  
i s t i c  s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  the process of p o l i t i c i z a t b n ;  
b u t  a t  t h e  ve ry  l e a s t  t h i s  r e s p o n s e  ach ieved  t h e  minimum 
t h r e s h o l d  demanded by t h e  sys tem:  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  and 
c o n t r o l  of s t u d e n t  b e h a v i o r .  The more a m b i t i o u s  g o a l  
of chang ing  t h e  b a s i c  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e r n a l i z e d  t h e  v a l u e s  b e i n g  t h r u s t  
upon them was p r o b a b l y  r a r e l y  a c h i e v e d .  Fu r the rmore ,  
i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  t h i s  higher  t h r e s h o l d  was n o t  even  
s o u g h t ,  except by t h e  most ambit ious or conv inced  poli.; , 
t i c a l  c a d r e .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  core v a l u e s  of l o y a l t y  to  
t h e  s t a t e  and t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  P a r t y  were l e a r n e d  
and i n t e r n a l i z e d  l o n g  before t h e  s t u d e n t  r e a c h e d  t h e  , 
u n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  t h e  more extreme v a l u e s  of t h e  c u l t  of 
Mao were p r o b a b l y  o n l y  r a r e l y  i n t e r n a l i z e d .  

D i s s i m u l a t i o n  was a f u n c t i o n  of s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n  
and of self-seeking i n d i v i d u a l s .  There was a h i g h  l e v e l  
of r e s e n t m e n t ,  n o t  so much of i n d i v i d u a l s  b u t  of a s y s t e m  
t h a t  forced s t u d e n t s  t o  l lwastelq so much of t h e i r  "va lu-  
a b l e "  t i m e  i n  i r r e l e v a n t  p o l i t i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  h u m i l i a t i n g  
and dange rous  self-cr i t ic ism s e s s i o n s ,  and a rduous  p h y s i c a l  
l abor ,  One s t u d e n t ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  s t u -  
d e n t s  would  r e spond  t o  p o l i t i c a l  campaigns and demands, 
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s t a t e d  t h a t  some s t u d e n t s  a c t u a l l y  appea red  t o  have a 
s w i t c h i n g  mechanism i n  the$f  minds  t h a t  e n a b l e d  them to  
assume, a l m o s t  u n t h i n k i n g l y ,  e x c e s s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r  
whenever t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c a d r e s  c a l l e d  for a n  e x h i b i t i o n  
of l o y a l t y  th rough  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s e s .  

The ,P re lude  t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion :  
Conc l u s  i o n s  

The e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  1964-1965 was i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  becoming a d u a l  sys t em of hal f -work ,  h a l f -  
s t p d y  and f u l l - t i m e  e d u c a t i o n .  Although t h e  half-work,  
h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  was still  i n  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t a g e ,  as 
i t  was b e i n g  deve loped  i t3vywould have become a v o c a t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g  o r i e n t e d  system'  complementing t h e  f u l l - t i m e  
s y s t e m ,  The re  were t o  be,  i n  f a c t ,  t w o  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys- 
tems, Mao's view of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was n o t  
based  upon t h e  econbmic and g e n e r a l  deve lopmen ta l  problems 
of China ,  b u t  r a the r  upon an  ideological base i n  w h i c h  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successo r s1 '  was t h e  p re-  
eminent  v a l u e .  Mao's g o a l s  were e s s e n t i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l ,  
b u t  t h e  imp lemen ta t ion  of h i s  p o l i c i e s  was pragmat ic  i n  
t h a t  a n  o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  was made t o  r e spond  t o  some o f  
C h i n a ' s  deve lopmen ta l  r e a l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  Mao's own 
v iews  . 

The c h a r g e s  made a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao-chi d u r i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e  Mao's aware- 
n e s s  of t h e  manner i n  w h i c h  h i s  p o l i c i e s  were b e i n g  i m -  

' p l emen ted .  L i u  I s  cha rged  w i t h  s u b v e r t i n g  Mao's educa- 
t i o n a l  po l ic ies  from a s  e a r l y  a s  1949,and having  c o n t i n u e d  
h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  he was purged i n  August ,  1966. The 
s t a t e  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  1964-1965 i n d i c a t e s  
q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  Mao's p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  were b e i n g  s u b v e r t e d  by a p ragmat i c  i m -  
p l e m e n t a t i o n  of h i s  p o l i c i e s  was e s s e n t i a l l y  correct. 
L i u  Shao-chi and h i s  c o h o r t s  have been cha rged  w i t h  t h e  
e m a s c u l a t i o n  of Mao's p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ways: 

. .  

, "t 
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a )  B a s i n g  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  upon 
economic consideratibns--essentially t h a t  t h i s  was a c h e a p  
way of expanding  e d u c a t i o n .  

t h e  s y s t e m  was based  by  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  educa t iona l -vbca-  
t i o n a l  v a l u e s  of t h e  s y s t e m .  

. .  
b) V i o l a t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  upon w h i c h  

c)  I n t e n d i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a d u a l  s y s t e m  of educa- 
t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  u l t i m a t e l y  p l a n n i n g  for a c o n v e r s i o n  
of t h e  e n t i r e  s y s t e m  t o  half-work, h a l f - s t u d y .  

d )  Using t h e  d u a l  s y s t e m  t o  produce  " a r i s t o c r a t s "  
from t h e  f u l l - t i m e  s y s t e m  and m a n a g e r i a l  and t e c h n i c a l  

c u l a r  c h a r g e ' i ' s  o f t e n  s t a t e d  b y  i n d i c t i n g  L iu  f o r  pro- 
d u c i n g  " W p r g e o i s  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s "  from 
t h e  ha l f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  sys t em. ,  

I 

s t a f f  from t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m .  T h i s  p a r t i -  *- , 

e)  D e l i b e r a t e l y  s ldwing  down t h e  development of 
the half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  s y s t e m  b y  invok ing  a pol icy  
of g r a d u a l i s m  and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  sys t em Liu  and h i s  suppor t e r s  a r e  cha rged  
w i t h  s u b v e r t i n g  Mao's pol ic ies  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  reform, par -  
t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  u s i n g  t h e  "fewer b u t  better" watchword t o  
reduce, r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e n s i f y ,  p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  

I t  is e v i d e n t  t h a t  s i n c e  1960-61 there has  been  
a c o n s i s t e n t ,  p ragmat i c  s t r a i n  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m -  
p l e m e n t a t i o n  of Mao's p o l i c i e s  toward e d u c a t i o n a l  reform. 
Fur the rmore ,  there is ev idenca  t h a t  Mao was aware a t  t h e  
time t h a t  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  goals  and c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  
were n o t  s h a r e d  b j  a l l  of t h e  P a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .  Mao's 
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  of c r e a t i n g  true 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s "  were too much i n  e v i d e n c e  fo r  
any p o l i t i c a l l y  a ler t  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  have m i s s e d  t h e i r  
import .  Indeed ,  Mao addressed h i s  v iews  t o  a group of 
v i s i t i n g  F rench  o f f i c i a l s  i n  September 1964,  and twice 
d u r i n g  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  them referred t o  Peking  Na- 
t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  as  "not  a good" u n i v e r s i t y  and i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were n o t  r e l i a b l e  
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m a t e r i a l  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successors. The v i s i t o r s  a t -  
tempted t o  r e a s s u r e  Mao by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l o y a l t y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  f e r v o r  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  con- 
v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e m ,  b u t  Mao e x p r e s s e d  f r a n k  s k e p t i c i s m  
o v e r  t h e  d e p t h  and c o n v i c t i o n  of t h e  views expressed b 
f a c u l t y  members and s t u d e n t s .  

Mao had good r e a s i n  t o  doub t  t h  a t  t h  e s t u -  
'aents and teichers had ach ieved  t h e  l e v e l  of f a n a t i c i s m  
his goals c a l l  fo r .  

By e a r l y  1966 Mao had e v i d e n t l y  decided t h a t  y e t  
a n o t h e r  " r e v o l u t i o p "  had t o  occur, n o t  o n l y  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
b u t  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a s  a who le .  The e n t i r e  soc i e ty  was 
t o  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  a new r e v o l u t l o n a r y  spasm a s  Mao 

ponen t s  were to  be purged .  T h i s  new spasm was c a l l e d  
t h e  l 1  Great Prole t a r i  a n  Cu 1 t u r a  1 Rev0 l u  t i o n .  

s o u g h t  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  g o a l s ,  and i n  t h e  process his op- ~ C" 
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THE GREAT PROLETARIAN WLTURAL REVOLUTION 

The C l o s i n g  of t h e  S c h o o l s  

The e d u c a t i o n a l  system was f o l l o w i n g  its normal  
p r o c e s s e s  i n  t h e  ear ly  months of 1966. The Kwangtung 
press i n  J a n u a r y  was announcing p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  post- 
g r a d u a t e  e n r o l l m e n t ,  and l i s t i n g -  t h e , . h n i v e r s i t i e s  where 
e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l s  across t h e  c o u n t r y  

I( would be a d m i n i s t e r e d .  On 16 J a n u a r y  NCNA b r o a d c a s t  an 
a r t i c l e  l a u d i n g  t h e  accomplishments  of s t u d e n t s  who had 
completed t h e i r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  three y e a r s ,  
t a k i n g  n o t e  of t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  t o  var iou 's  u n i v e r s i -  
t ies ,  research i n s t i t u t i o n s  and i n d u s t r i e s .  

Soon a f t e r  N C N A ' s  l a u d a t o r y  broadcast, however,  
a d i s c o r d a n t  n o t e  began t o  appeay in t h e  press. On 20 
J a n u a r y )  t h e  People's D a i l y  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  pra i s -  
i n g  t h e  . + n g e n u i t y  of t h e  Chinese  worker,.!and d e c r y i n g  
t h o s e  who complained t h a t  China had t o o  f e w  s c i e n t i s t s .  
The a r t i c l e  proceeded t o  d i s c u s s  a model s c i e n t i s t ,  
who had come from t h e  t a n k s  of t h e  workers  and had o n l y  
completed primary s c h o o l  p r i o r  t o  embarking on h i s  
s c i e n t i f i c  career. S i m i l a r l y ,  on 24 J a n u a r y ,  Peo l e ' s  

thought  i n  g u i d i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  research, k i t i n g  s i x t e e n  
s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  ach ievemen t s  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u -  
t ab l e  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t - * . a p p l i c a t i o n  of l a o ' s  t hough t .  
These i n i t i a l  commentar ies  were b u t  h a r b i n g e r s  of  t h e  
immediate f u t u r e .  

On 11 A p r i l ,  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  p u b l i s h e d  a report 
on a symposium h e l d  i n  Shan$ung of " l e a d i n g  c a d r e s  of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  under  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of Higher E d u c a t b n . "  A major p a r t  o f  t he  
d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  d g n i f i c a n c e  of p o l i t i c s  i n  

D a i l y  reported on the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Mao Tse-tung P s 
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i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  and r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t e n o r  of t he  p r o v i n c i a l  and n a t i o n a l  press s i n c e  the end 
of  J a n u a r y .  The c o n f e r e n c e  obse rved  t h a t :  

... schools of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  s e r v e d  a s  p o i n t s  
of c o n c e n t r a t i o n  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a g r e a t  
number of them g o t  a b o u r g e o i s  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
o l d  s o c i e t y  wh i l e  a s  many made c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  the  c u l t u r a l  l e g a c y  of  f e u d a l i s m  and 
c a p i t a l i s m .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e y  were c o n s t a n t l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  by b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y .  

The symposium concluded  t h a t :  

I n  s p i t e  of numerms i d e o l o g i c a l  r e fo rm move- - 

schools i n  ou r  c o u n t r y  and desp i te  some measure 
of p r o g r e s s  made by i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a s  f a r  a s  
t he  m a j b r i t y  of  t h e  p e o p l e  were conce rned ,  t h e  
problem of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  communist 
wor ld  o u t l o o k  remained b a s i c a l l y  unsolved .  

4 "  

'':? ments  which had been conducted  among higher  . 

I n  o r d e r  t o  s o l v e  t h i s  problem, and e s p e c i a l l y  because 
these c e n t e r s  educa ted  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h ,  
s e l v e s  s h o u l d  be re-educated. If t h i s  were n o t  done,  
t h e  symposium a v e r r e d ,  t h e  c e n t e r s  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  
would produce  r e v i s i o n i s t s .  I t  was d e c i d e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h a t  a movement f o r  s t u d y i n g  Mao's works shou ld  be t u r n e d  
i n t o  "a mass r e c t i f i c a t i o n  campaign on t h e  higher  e d u c a t i o n  
f r o n t . "  Thus,  w i t h i n  three months,  h igher  e d u c a t i o n ' s  
s t a t u s  had s h i f t e d  from t h a t  of a s y s t e m  producing  properly 
p o l i t i c d z e d  g r a d u a t e s  t o  t h a t  of a c e n t e r  of  b o u r g e o i s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  b r e e d i n g  r e v i s i o n i s m .  I n  effect ,  t h e  
a t t a c k  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em had begun. 

Communist P a r t y  and t h e  S t a t e  Counc i l  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
e n r o l l m e n t  of s t u d e n t s  i n t o  i n s t i t u t e s  of h ighe r  educa-  
t i o n  be pos tponed ,  and t h a t  t h e  sys t em of e n t r a n c e  exam- 
i n a t i o n s  be comple t e ly  r e v i s e d .  According t o  a f r o n t  
page e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  People,% DaiZy of 18 J u n e ,  t h e  
purpose  of  t he  d i r e c t i v e  was t o  "ensu re  t h e  thorough 

t h e  e d u c a t o r s  them- 

On 13 June  1966,  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee of t h e  Chinese  
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and s u c c e s s f u l  c a r r y i n g  th rough  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
and t o  e f fec t  a thorough r e fo rm of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system."  
T h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  and t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  closed down t h e  e n t i r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system 
u n t i l  t h e  summer of  1968,  and ended a l l  meaningfu l  e d u c a t i o n  
i n  China f o r  a t  l ea s t  three academic y e a r s .  

The Red Guard Reign  of T e r r o r *  

The c l o s i n g  of t h e  s c h o o l s  on 13 J u n e  freed m i l l i o n s  
of s t u d e n t s  across t h e  n a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Mao's c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The first Red Guard recrui ts ,  g e n e r a l l y  
i n  t h e i r  l a t e  k e e n s  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  were handpicked 
by l o c a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Groups a t  c e r t a i n  s c h o o l s  i n  

' t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer. These handpicked g r o u p s  
were t o  become t h e  c o r e  of Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  when 
their r a n k s  were expanded i n  August and Sefitember of 1966. 

P e k i n g ' s  campuses became t h e  t r a i n i n g  group f o r  Red 
Guards i n  the s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer when c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  
Red Guards were s e n t  t o  Peking  f o r  c l a s s e s  i n  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  tact ics ."  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  Red Guards were t o  
r e c e i v e  d i r e c t i o n s  which permit ted them t o  by-pass t h e  
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and . a s s a u l t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l s t ' r u c -  
t u r e .  On 18 Augus t ,  t h e  Red Guards were p u b l i c l y  c o n s e c r a t e d  
a s  t h e  shock t r o o p s  of the c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  a mass 
r a l l y  i n  Tienanmen s q u a r e  i n  Peking .  Mao reviewed h i s  
t r o o p s ,  and L in  P i a o  and Chou En- l a i  spoke  t o  them, launch-  
i n g t h e m  on t h e i r  v i o l e n t  c o u r s e .  

\. 

*For a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  Red G u a r d s  and t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  see: P o l o  XXXIV, The Role of t h e  Red 
G u a r d s  and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels i n  Mao's C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n ,  December 1968 (S ecretq 
0034/68. 



The e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em w i t h  its c e n t e r s  of llbour- 
g e o i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m "  was among t h e  first of t h e  Red 
Guard t a r g e t s .  T h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from L i n  P i a o ,  speak ing  
on t h e  beha l f  of Mao, cal led f o r  a " g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e "  
a g a i n s t  "bourgeo i s  i d e a s  and a l l  o t h e r  e x p l o i t i n g  classes':," 

The g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is 
aimed p r e c i s e l y  a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  bourgeo i s  
i deo logy ,  remold ing  p e o p l e ' s  s o u l s ,  revo- 
l u t i o n i z i n g  t h e i r  i deo logy ,  d i g g i n g  o u t  t h e  
r o o t s  of r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  and 
deve lop ing  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  system. 

The t a r g e t s  f o r  t h e  a s sau l t - - " those  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
who a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road, r e a c t i o n a r y  bourgeo i s  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  bourgeo i s  r o y a l i s t s ,  g h o s t s  and monsters1'-- 
d e s i g n a t e d  by L i n  were both broad enough and narrow enough, 
g i v e n  Mao's s t a t e m e n t s  abou t  r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys t em,  t o  p e r m i t  a n  e x t e n s i v e  a t t a c k  on t h e  f a c u l t i e s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  a t  a l l  l eve ls  of t h e  
sys tem.  

A l l  of Ch ina ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were t o  s u f f e r  complete 
d i s r u p t i o n ,  and some of Ch ina ' s  most p r e s t i g i o u s  e d u c a t o r s  
were t o  be removed from o f f i c e  or commit s u i c i d e ,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  Red Guard o n s b u g h t s .  I 

]describe s u i c i d e s  and removals ' 
'mom off ice .  I n  Peking  when t h e  body of a p r o f e s s o r  was 
found,  " a u t h o r i t i e s "  herded t h e  s t u d e n t s  o n t o  t r u c k s  .and 
had them d r i v e n  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the body. The s t u d e n t s  
t h e n  s t o n e d  t h e  c o r p s e .  'A * m e m b e r '  of *Cantoxi 's '  p r h -  * Y,.. 
t i g i o u s  Medical C o l l e g e  jumped from t h e  f i f t h  f loor  of 
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g .  I n  Fu tan  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

,Shanghai ,  one of C h i n a ' s  most renowned i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l l  
'of t h e  Western t r a i n e d  o r  members of t h e  f a c u l t y  
were subjected t o  c o n t i n u o u s  pressure .  They were "dragged 
ou t "  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  and s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n t e n s i v e  and b r u t a l  
q u e s t i o n i n g .  F u t a n  is a c e n t e r  of s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
and t h e r e f o r e  c o n t a i n e d  a l a r g e  number of f a c u l t y  who 
c o u l d  e a s i l y  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  having a Western o r i  i o n .  

I I 



From a c r o s s  China i n  t h e  summer of 1966 came r e p o r t s  of 
p u r g e s  and s u i c i d e s .  Among t h e  d i s m i s s a l s  were t h e  
P r e s i d e n t s  o r  C h a n c e l l o r s  of Peking  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  
( P e i t a ) ,  Tsinghua U n i v e r s i t y ,  Wuhan U n i v e r s i t y  and 
other major  academic c e n t e r s .  

The teachers a t  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  also sub- 
Jected t o  Red Guard  t e r r o r i s m .  
teachers were r e q u i r e d  to. a t t e n d  " s t r u g g l e  s e s s i o n s "  
i n  which t h e y  had t o  defend  themselves a g a i n s t  charges 
made by Red Guards .  I t  was common for t h e  accusers t o  
u s e  f o r c e  i n  order t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  p r o p e r  answers .  The 
i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  p r e s s u r e s  upon t h e  accused t chers c a n  

i n  t h e  . r u ~ r o w m g  me p a t t e r n  used  i n  " d a i l y  l i fe"  
s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  a c c u s a t i o n s  were made in small 
g roup  meet ings .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  iiho i n i -  
t i a ted  t h e  a t t acks  were f r i e n d s t  r e l a t i v e s ,  s t u d e n t s , '  
o r  even  s q o u s e s  of t h e  accused. The l o g i c  behind  
these a t t a c k s  was s i m p l e ;  knowing t h a t  he o r  she would 
be i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  c l o s e l y  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  accused, 
a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  would lead the a t t a c k  i n  order t o  de- 
f end  h imsel f .  Mot t o  do so would immedia te ly  f o c u s  
a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  f a i l u r e ,  and t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
would become s u f f i c i e n t  cause f o r  a "struggle sessioq:'!' 
Even though those u n d e r a t t a c k  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  r e a s o n  
f o r  t h i s  b e h a v i o r ,  and indeed  were s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  i t ,  
t h e y  found the q u e s t i o n i n g ,  b e a t i n g ,  and s p i t t i n g  by 
c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  t h e  m o s t  t r a u m a t i c  of a l l  
of t h e  i n d i g n i t i e s  t h e y  had t o  s u f f e r .  

A t  both t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  and m i d d l e  school l e v e l  
t h e  i n i t i a l  r e s p o n s e  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  demand 
from t h e i r  l e a d e r s  t h e y  a t t a c k  t h e  f a c u l t y  and admihi- 
s t r a t i o n  was one of r e l u c t a n c e .  I n i t i a l l y  t h e y  feared 
revenge  i n  t h e  form of bad marks o r  poor  recommendations.  
The Red Guard c o r e  g r o u p  or l o c a l  C u l t u r a l  Reivolution 

A s  i n  the  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  



Group e x p l a t n e d  t o  them, however,  t h a t  t o  advance t o  
t h e  n e x t  rung  on t h e  academic l a d d e r  r e q u i r e d  a cpm- 
b i n a t i o n  of recommendation and selection. The p o l i t i c a l  
c r i te r ia  f o r  s e l e c t i o n ,  i t  was made c lear  t o  t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s ,  would be measured by t h e i r  performance i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Apar t  f rom t h i s  m o t i v a t i o n ,  
there is c o n s i d e r a b l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  many s t u d e n t s  u s e d  
t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  a s  a n  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  r evenge  themse lves  f o r  past  poor  grades 
or  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

Red Guard rampages were t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  f e w  
q u i e s c e n t  p e r i o d s  f o r  the  f o l l o w i n g  two y e a r s .  At tempts  
were made t o  r e t u r n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  to the campuses and 
c l a s s rooms  i n  t he  s p r i n g , -  e r ,  and f a l l  of 1967, b u t  
d t  no t i m e  was any  r e t u r n  e a n i n g f d  e d u c a t i o n  i n -  
tended .  The attempts t o  r e t u r n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t he i r  
c l a s s rooms  i n  1967 were e s s e n t i a l l y  des igned  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  under  c o n t r o l .  The most s u c c e s s f u l  ef-  
f o r t  was made i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1967, and by November a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of Red G u a r d s  had r e t u r n e d  a t  least  
t o  t h e i r  own loca l i t i e s .  However, n o t  o n l y  were many of 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  i n t o x i c a t i n g  
Independence and p o l i t i c a l  power, b u t  teachers were 
f e a r f u l  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  who had o n l y  r e c e n t l y  been 
empowered t o  terrorize them. S t u d e n t s  who d i d  r e t u r n  
t o  s c h o o l  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  "conduct  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
t h e  c lass rooms" ,  which l e d  t o  more s t r u g g l e  s e s s i o n s  
w i t h  teachers. The a b i l i t y  of the  s t u d e n t s  t o  terrorize 
t h e  teachers t h i s  t i m e ,  however, was restricted by t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of PLA soldiers  i n  t h e  classrooms. 

tem was established by Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  l e t te r  .to Lin P l a o , *  
Chou E n - l a i ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group 
of 7 March,1967; i n  which he wrote: 

The a u t h o r i t y  of the PLA in t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys- 

. . .  The army s h o u l d  g i v e  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  and 
h i g h e r  classes of pr imary  s c h o o l s ,  s t a g e  by s t a g e  
and  g roup  by g r o u p . . .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  many c a s e s  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s  
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mere ly  t u r n e d  t h e  campuses and s c h o o l s  i n t o  b a t t l e -  
g rounds  a s  r i v a l  Red8 G u a r d t > f a c t i o n s  f o u g h t ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  dominance. To a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u r p o s e s , .  
Red Guard t e r r o r  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  J u l y  1968 when Mao was 
f i n a l l y  convinced  t h a t  he would have t o  sacr i f ice  h i s  
Red Guards and r e p l a c e  them w i t h  a m a r e  r e s p o n s i v e  and 
r e l i a b l e  extra-legal p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e :  the  Worker- 
P e a s a n t  Mao Tse-tung ' s  Thought Propaganda Teams. 

The R e i n s t a t e m e n t  of A u t h o r i t y  

A series of c e n t r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  des igned  t o  s top  
t h e  f i g h t i n g  g e n e r a t e d  by c o n f l i c t i n g  Red Guard g roups  
l e d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t o  t h e  u s e  of force by t h e  Army. By t h e  
middle  of J u l y ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  s e v e r a l  p r o v i n c e s  were 
u s i n g  t he  PLA t o  f o r c e f u l l y  s u p p r e s s  t h e  Red Guards 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels. The new a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  
Red G u a r d s  was a l s o  reflected i n  press r e p o r t i n g .  
Throughout J u l y  and A u g u s t  there was c o n s i d e r a b l e  
emphas is  placed on a q u o t e  f rom Mao's 1939 a r t i c l e  
commemorating t h e  2 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Mqy 4 th  
Movement : 

How s h o u l d  we j u d g e  whether  o r  n o t  a youth  is 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ?  How c a n  w e  t e l l?  There  can  be 
o n l y  one  c r i t e r i o n ,  namely, whether or n o t  he  
is w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  himself  w i t h  t h e  broad 
masses of workers  and p e a s a n t s  and does  so i n  
p r a c t i c e .  If he is w i l l i n g  t o  do so and a c t -  
u a l l y  does  so,  he is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  o t h e r -  
w i s e  he is n o n - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and c o u n t e r r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y .  

On 27 J u l y  t h e  first Worker-Peasant Thought of 
Mao Tse- tung Propaganda Team ( h e n c e f o r t h  propaganda team) 
a r r i v e d  on the campus of Ts inghua  U n i v e r s i t y  accompanied 
by s o l d i e r s  of t h e  PLA. On 5 August Mao p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  
propaganda team w i t h  a g i f t  of kaDgWS t h a t  Mao had 
p e r s o n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  a s  a g i f t  from P a k i s t a n .  T h i s  g i f t  
was descr ibed as a " token  of  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a i t h  i n ,  and 
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a t t e n t i o n ,  s u p p o r t ,  and encouragement t o  t h e  . revolu-  
t i o n a r y  masses from Chairman Mao." ITf t h e r e  was any  
doubt  a s  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  role of t h e  propaganda teams 
and t h e i r  PLA s u p p o r t e r s  i t  s h o u l d  have been d i s p e l l e d  
by Mao's " i n s t r u d t i o n s "  b r o a d c a s t  on 25 August:  

I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
e d u c a t i o n  i t  is e s s e n t i a 1 ' : t o  have working c lass  
l e a d e r s h i p ;  it is e s s e n t i a l  fo r  t h e  masses of  t h e  
worke r s  t o  t a k e  par t  and i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  army f i g h t e r s ,  b r i n g  a b o u t  a r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  th ree - in -one  combina t ion ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i s t s  among the s t u d e n t s ,  teachers 
and workers i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  who a re  de termined  
t o  carry t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  educa- 
t i o n .  thEough t o  t h e  end. 

anda teams shou ld  s t a y  permanent ly  i n  t h e  
Echoo l s  (emphasis  added) and t a k e  p a r t  i n  
f u l f i l l  i n g  a l l  t h e  tasks i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  of 

The worke r s  propa-  

s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e y  w i l l  
a lways  lead t h e  schools. I n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
t h e  s c h o o l s  shou ld  be managed by the  poor  and 
lower m i d d l e  p e a s a n t s  -- t h e  most reliable 
a l l y  of t h e  working classes. 

By t h e  end of August ,  or t h e  m i d d l e  of September a t  t h e  
l a t e s t ,  e v e r y  major  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  was under  
the  sway of propaganda teams and t h e i r  PLA a l l ies .  
Propaganda teams were n o t  restricted t o  t h e  schools and 
u n i v e r h i t i e s ;  t h e y  were empowered t o  e n t e r  " a l l  l e a d i n g  
o r g a n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  l i t e r a r y  and a r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  and research u n i t s ,  p u b l i s h i n g  houses, hos- 
p i t a l s "  e tc .  Mao's i n t e n t i o n  was, and is, t o  t a k e  the 
new phase of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  911 fo rma l  
s t r u c t u r e s  of the s o c i e t y .  

A .  The Worker-Peasant Propaganda Teams 

Yao Wen-yuan, a member of t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group and an  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  source of Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  
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P a r t y  j o u r n a l  Red F l a  
i n  t h e  Peking  h m f # 3 5 ) ,  30 August 1968,  d e s c r i b i n g  
t h e  r o l e  of t h e  prapaganda teams. E n t i t l e d  "The Work- 
i n g  Class M u s t  Exercise L e a d e r s h i p  i n  Eve ry th ing" ,  t h e  
a r t i c l e  l a i d  down t h e  b a s i c  form of r e f o r m  i n  a f a c t o r y ,  
b u t  which i n  f a c t  a l so  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  a s  i t  was 
t o  take place i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l '  sys tem.  

t h a t  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  reproduced  

The s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  a 
f a c t o r y ,  on t h e  whole,  g o e s  through t h e  f o l -  
lowing s t a g e s :  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee based on t h e  " three- in-ohe" combin- 
a t i o n ,  mass cr i t ic ism and r e ' p u d i a t i o n ,  p u r i -  
f y i n g  c l a s s  r a n k s ,  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  organ-  
i z a t i o n ,  s i m p l i f y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t ructure ,  " 
changing  i r r a t i o n a l  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  and , 

roots l e v e l .  
" I - '  s e n d i n g  p e o p l e  who work i n  offices t o  grass? 

R e f e r r i n g  spec i f i ca l ly  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em,  Yao 
wrote: 

\ 

Worker propaganda teams shou ld  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
and i n  a p lanned  way go t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  mid- 
d l e  s c h o o l s  and p r imary  s c h o o l s ,  t o  a l l  areas 
of t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  and d l I - u n i t s  i n  which 
the  s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  has n o t  
been carried o u t  w e l l .  

I n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  t h e  working class was g i v e n  
t h e  m i s s i o n  of "remolding"' t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  order  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  " t r a d i t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e "  of t h e  bourgeo- 
i s i e  i n  " c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  u n i t s . "  Thus  t h e  
propaganda teams were g i v e n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o v e r s e e  
t h e  thought  r e fo rm of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l 8 , i n c l u d i n g  s t u -  
denta;,and t h e  r e f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem.  

The s t a t u s  of t h e  Red Guards and t h e i r  f u t u r e  
r o l e  was made unden iab ly  clear by Madame Mao on 7 S e p - .  
tember i n  her  speech  a t  a r a l l y  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  success- 
f u l  f o r m a t i o n  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  a t  t h e  pro-  
v i n c i a l  l e v e l  t h roughou t  China.  H e r  a d d r e s s  was c l e a r l y  
s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  Red Guards and reflected her concern  
o v e r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  were t o  r e c e i v e  a t  t h e  hands  of 
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t h e  PLA and t h e  propaganda teams: 

We must n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
youth  have made tremendous contributions 
a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  and m i d d l e  s t a g e s  of t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n .  

Chiang  Chlng c o n t i n u e d ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  ''a s m a l l  number" of 
Red Guards had made m i s t a k e s ,  b u t  t h a t  "We have t h e  d u t y  
t o  h e l p  them c o r r e c t  these mistakes." F i n a l l y  she  a s k s  
t h e  Red Guards t o  a c c e p t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  working 
class a s  commanded by Mao on 27 J u l y .  

The propaganda teams t h a t  e n t e r e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys tem i n  t h e  summer of 1968 were o rgan ized  by t h e  ap- : 
p r o p r i a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tee .  I n  t h e  u rban  a r e a s  ' I  

f a c t o r i e s  formed the  propaganda teams, or  formed com- 
p o n e n t s  of t h e  l a r g e r  teams. I n  t he  r u r a l  areas pea- 
s a n t s  were selected from t h e  communes and p r o d u c t i o n  
br igades t o  form teams. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many of the teams 
had PLA-men a s  members of the  team, o r  attached t o  t h e  
team. R e p o r t i n g  from a c r o s s  China i n d d c a t e s  t ha t  a t  
l eas t  i n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  the  propaganda 
teams was performed by the  PLA. Repor t ing  on the teams 
does  n o t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e ,  bu t  i t  ap-  
p e a r s  t h a t  under  t h e  command of t h e  PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t h e  team was broken down i n t o  companies ,  w i t h  e a c h  
company assuming t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r '  
u n i v e r s i t y  depar tment .  I n  other cases, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  t h e  l a r g e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  there a p p e a r  t o  have been 
several  propaganda teams w i t h  hundreds  of members: 

Once on t h e  campus, t h e  team(s) r e s t o r e d  order 
by f o r c i n g  t h e  Red Guarbs t o  form a l l i a n c e s .  
a c h i e v e d  a sembTance of o r d e r ,  t h e  team completed 
t he  f i n a l  pu rge  of t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a r t y  
s t r u c t u r e  and Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i f  t h e  muni- 
c i p a l  or  A r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee deemed 
f u r t h e r  pu rge  n e c e s s a r y ,  which i t  o f t e n  d i d ,  I n  
t h e  p r o c e s s  of r e s t o r i n g  order i n  Can ton ' s  Chung- 
shan  Medical C o l l e g e ,  f o r  example,  t he  propaganda team 
o r g a n i z e d  the  "dragging  ou t "  of  t h e  former P r e s i d e n t  
and F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y o f t h e l  col lege 's  P a r t y  Committee. 

Having 
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The disgrace of Chungshan's President KO Lin occurred 
on 24 August, with 11,000 persons reportedly attending 
his "struggle session. '' 

The new authority structure built by the propa- 
ganda teams and their PLA allies was the "Revolutionary 
Committee." The revolutionary committee is a product 
of the cultural revolution. and is designed to take the 
place of the apparatus shattered by the purge. Within 
the educational system, each unit (primary school, 
middle school, college, university, research center 
etc.) will have its own revolutionary committee. The 
three-in-one combination of the forces that structure 
the revolutionary committee in schools is generally 
interpreted to provide for a revolutionary committee 
composed of workers or peasants, "revolutionary" 
teachers and students, and "revolutionary" cadres- 
primarily Party cadres. The essence of the design 
is to integrate the principal functional components 
of the pre-cultural revolution organization into one 
structure. The purpose of the design is to permit 
maximum possible control over the functions of the 
structure. 

\ 

I t  is evident that the building of revolutionary 
committees in the universities is a very difficult pro- 
cess. Tsinghua University in Peking announced the for- 
mation of its revolutionary committee fully s i x  months 
after the propaganda team entered on 27 July 1968. The 
fact that the propaganda team which entered Tsinghua 
was a model team operating under personal mantle 
of Chairman Mao, and that it took six months for even 
this team to form a revolutionary committee, is indi- 
cative of the intensity of the conflict engendered on 
the campus by the cultural revolution. The establish- 
ment of revolutionary committees at the secondary and 
primary school level was not as difficult as their 
creation at the university level, but undoubtedly pro- 
blems existed. 

The formation of revolutionary commlttees,:.however 
was only one technique used by the regime to re-establish 
its control in the educational.jsystem. The second 
aspect of control introduced a more traditional aspect 



of Mao Tse- tung. ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e :  
o f  t h e  campaign t o  " b u i l d  a new s o c i a l i s t  countryside':!' 
T h i s  i n v o l v e d ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t r a n s f e r r i n g  m i l l i o n s  of 
s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  communes, s t a t e  f a rms ,  and PLA farms 
and  l and  r e c l a m a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  campaign was, and 
is, combined w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  j o b  a s -  
s ignmen t s  f o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  and u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  who 
"graduated"  i n  1966 ,  1967, and 1968 b u t  who, d u e  t o  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  either had n o t  been a s s i g n e d  o r  
had t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  deferred. 

t h a t  c o n t r o l  was t h e  pr imary  pu rpose ,  b u t  i n  fac t  t h e  
ideological  d imens ion  was a lmos t  c e r t a i n l y  uppermost 
i n  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  mind,. T h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  p r e s e n t s  i t- 
self i n  a n a l y z i n g  much of t h e  d a t a  r e l a t i n g  t o  Mao's 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  it was a b s o l u t e l y  nece-  
s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  the  Red G u a r d s  under  c o n t r o l  i f  t h e  re- 
gime was t o  restore a semblance of o r d e r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
and t h e  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  Mao himself  was o b v i o u s l y  i n t e n t  
on u s i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  t o  proceed  w i t h  
h i s  basic socio-economic r e fo rms .  
of these r e f o r m s  is t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a N e w  Chinese  Man, 
and w i t h i n  t h i s  g o a l  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em and i ts  pro- 
d u c t s  p l a y  a c e n t r a l  r o l e .  The propaganda teams i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em assumed t h e  d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
conduc t ing  t h e  though t  r e fo rm of  t he  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 
a s s u r i n g  t h e  exodus  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  from 
t h e  s c h o o l s  and campuses. 

t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  

I n  both of these a c t i o n s  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s e r t  

Among t h e  m o s t  s a l i e n t  

B. The Thought Reform of  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l s  - 4  

The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ' s  v a l u e  
s t ruc ture  h a s  a lways  been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t a r g e t  of h4ao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  p o l i c i e s  toward t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o r  remold ing  of  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  d u r i n g  
t h e  pos t -Red Guard phase  of  the  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
would i n v o l v e ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t w o  d i s t i n c t  b u t  re- 
l a t e d  p r o c e s s e s :  struggle-criticism-transformation 
s e s s i o n s  and p h y s i c a l  l a b o r .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  " t eache r"  
would be the  worke r s  and t h e  p e a s a n t s  who have been 
d e f i n e d  o f t e n  enough a s  t h e  "basic r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
f o r c e s " ,  bu t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  workers w h o ; a r e  d e f i n e d  
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a s  t h e  "class which leads t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . "  From t h e  
v e r y  beg inn ing  of t h e  c u r r e n t  campaign,  however, Mao's 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  have c o n t a i n e d  t h e  c a v e a t  t h a t  t h e  major- 
i t y  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  can  " i n t e g r a t e "  w i t h  t h e  
workers  and p e a s a n t s ,  and t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  s t ruggle-  
c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  s e s s i o n s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a h  
m u s t  be g i v e n  "a way ou$." The e a r l y  stages of 
l ' t r ans fo rma t ion"  a re  noted  f o r  t h e  a p p a r e n t  n e g l e c t  
of t h i s  c a v e a t .  

Data f rom J u l y  and A u g u s t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  " t r a n s -  
fo rma t ion"  i n  many s c h o o l s  was a g r i s l y  p r o c e s s .  I t  
is h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  the  p r o c e s s  of " c l e a n s i n g  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s "  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees formed 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  propaganda teams was q u i t e  
b r u t a l .  Once t h e  propaganda, teams had established t h e  
new a u t h o r i t y  s t r u c t u r e ,  e d u c a t i o n  and  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  became more r e g u l a r i z e d ;  7 .  

A report  from t h e  C e n t r a l  China N o r m a l  Co l l ege  
d e s c r i b e s  the p r o c e s s  of t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of 
t he  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y .  The propaganda team o rgan ized  
" . . . f r o m  t o p  t o  b o t t o ? ,  a comple te  r i g i d  system of hold-  
i n g  d i s c u s s i o n - a p p l i c a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  on the l i v i n g  s t u d y  
and a p p l i c a t i o n  of Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t . "  Meet ings 
were h e l d  once e v e r y  three days  i n  t h e  c l a s s e s ,  once a 
week i n  the  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  and once  a month i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
c o l l e g e .  The r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  m e e t i n g s . t o  s m a l l  g roup  
d i s c u s s i o n s  fo l lowed  t h e  now s t a n d a r d  p a t t e r n ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  normal p rocedure  of s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  students 
"encourage o n e  a n o t h e r  and educate one  a n o t h e r "  a s  
well a s  " s u p e r v i s e  t he  work of o t h e r s . "  The s m a l l  g roup  
s e s s i o n s  w o u l d  be t h e  most i n t e n s i v e ,  and t h e  " t r a n s -  
format ion"  of an  i n d i v i d u a l  wou ld  be measured p r i m a r i l y  
by h i s  performance a t  these mee t ings .  

A r e p o r t  f rom a worker-PLA propaganda team i n  
t h e  Microbio logy  I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  Chinese  Academy of 
S c i e n c e s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  p e r v a s i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
t e c h n i q u e :  

I n  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  t h e  more p r o g r e s s i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  were g i v e n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
demonbt ra te  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
encourage  and l e a d  others t o  advance.  



The r e s u l t  of t h i s  par t icular  c lass ,  and undoubtedly  
most o t h e r s ,  was t h a t  some of the  s c i e n t i f i c  and re- 
search p e r s o n n e l  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  " d e s i r e  t o  be c r i t i c ized  
and r e p u d i a t e d  by t h e  masses  so t hey  can  t r a n s f o r m  
themselves ."  O t h e r s  "asked" t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  coun t ry -  
s i d e  t o  engage i n  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r .  The u l t i m a t e  demon- 
s t r a t i o n  of  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao would, of c o u r s e ,  be t h e  de-  
s i re  t o  go t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and p h y s i c a l l y  " i n t e g r a t e "  
w i t h  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  o r  t o  go t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  t o  " i n t e g -  
rate" w i t h  t h e  workers .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  
thought  reform s e s s i o n s  would soon r e c o g n i z e  that. one of 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  propaganda teams was t o  
m o b i l i z e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  -- teachers, s t u d e n t s ,  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  .-- t o  "go t o  t h e  
r u r a l  and mountain a r e a s ,  hnd g o t o m a k e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
p l a c e s  where t h e  mother land  needs  them most and l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  are  most d i f f i c u l t . "  Recogniz ing  t h i s ,  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  tfie o lder ,  more p o l i t i c i z e d  
f a c u l t y  members and researchers, would  undoubtedly  
a c c e p t  their  fa te  and u r g e  t h a t  t h e y  be s e n t  o u t .  

The d e p o r t a t i o n  of  s t u d e n t s ,  teachers, and other 
m e m b e r s  of t h e  I n t e l l i g e n t s i a  was p a r t  Of a-grander  
scheme i n  which a l l  a d u l t s  n o t  f u l l y  employed i n  t he  
urban  areas were t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  r u r a l  areas ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  t h e  fami l ies  of those n o t  f u l l y  employed. 
Also s e n t  were many P a r t y  and government cadres who 
had been removed from off ice  a s  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s t r u c t u r e s  of the P a r t y  and  government were "stream- 
l i n e d . "  By t h e  middle  of March a n  estimated 20 m i l -  
l i o n  p e r s p n s  had been removed from the  u rban  areas 
and s e n t  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  

C. The Exodus 

I t  is v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e d u c a t e d  young 
p e o p l e  t o  go t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  be re- 
educa ted  by t h e  poor  and lower-middle  
p e a s a n t s . .  C a d r e s  and o the r  c i t y  p e o p l e  
s h o u l d  be persuaded  t o  send  t h e i r  s o n s  
and d a u g h t e r s  who have f i n i s h e d  j u n i o r  
o r  s e n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e  o r  
u n i v e r s i t y  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  Let.'s 
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m o b i l i z e .  Comrades t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  shou ld  welcome them. 

Once a g a i n ,  t h e  Chinese  s t u d e n t  was o r d e r e d  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  and u n i v e r s i t y  campus, and h i s  home, 
t o  seek i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  manual l a b o r  
and  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p e a s a n t  and worker.  P a r e n t s  
were t o l d  t h a t  t he i r  c h i l d r e n  a re  the  p r o p e r t y  of t h e  
s t a t e  and p e o p l e ,  .sad were urged  t o  welcome t h e  ohporkun i ty  
g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  s o n s  and daugh te r s  t o  demons t r a t e  t h e i r  
w o r t h i n e s s ,  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  become genu ine  " r evo lu -  
t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . "  P r e s s  r e p o r t i n g ,  however,  a s  e a r l y  
as J u n e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were o b j e c t i n g  t o  
thendemands made upon them. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  NCNA on 29 ) 

J u n e  r e p o r t e d ,  t ha t1  " thousands  upon thousands"  of s t u -  
d e n t s  were l e a v i n g  Peking  and other c i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Red Guards who were characterized a s  t h e  Itpa thb reake r s ""  
i n  the c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  exodus  was d e p i c t e d  
a s  demons t r a t ing  t he i r  l o y a l t y  t o  Yao Tse-tung and h i s  
t h o u g h t .  

Mao Tse- tung 

, 

I 

P a r a l l e l  t o ,  and complementing,  t h e  s t ruggle-  
c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p o l i c y  and t h e  campaign t o  
send  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and teachers t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
was t h e  ass ignment  of j o b s  t o  t h e  secondary  and u n i v e r -  
s i t y  l e v e l  g r a d u a t e s .  
l i s h e d  by t h e  yea r  of gra ,dua t ion .  The first Do be 
a s s i g n e d  were t h e  g r a d u a t e s  of 1966,  f o l l o w i n g  which t h e  
" g r a d u a t e s " \ o f  1967 and 1968 were a s s i g n e d .  Peking  
d e c i d e d  t h a t ,  even  though t h e  schools had been e s s e n t i a -  
l l y  c l o s e d  s i n c e  1966 t h e  s t u d e n t s  who shou ld  have 
graduated i n  1967 and 1968 would be g r a d u a t e d  regard- 
less of t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  comple te  t h e i r ,  c o u r s e  work. 
The basic p a t t e r n  of a s s i g n m e n t s  was t h a t  graM.uates\ 
from s c i e n t i f i c  and o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  and eng*neer ing  
c o u r s e s  would be a s s i g n e d  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  posi- 
t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  For  t h e  most p a r t ,  a l l  
o t h e r  g r a d u a t e s  were a s s i g n e d  t o  f a r m s ,  f a c t o r i e s  and 
o t h e r  l a b o r i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many s t u d e n t s  
were t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e i f  a s s i g n m e n t s  and t h e n  be s e n t  
t o  a farm or f a c t o r y  for  six months t o  three y e a r s  o$! 
manual l a b o r .  

The o r d e r  of ass ignment  was e s t a b -  
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The r e p o r t i n g ,  however, is n o t d e f i n i t e  enough 
t o  permit  a c a t e g o r i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  
w i t h  specific sets  of c r i t i c a l  s k i l l s  were g i v e n  
appropriate a s s ignmen t s .  Some g r a d u a t e s  r e p o r t  t h a t  
a f t &  a r r i v i n g  a t  t he i r  p o s t s ,  t h e y  were a s s i g n e d  t o  
mahual l a b o r .  A Rhys ic s  major  from F u t a n  U n i v e r s i t y  
was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Shanghai  M e t a l l u r g i c a l  Bureau,  b u t  
first he had t o  go t o  t h e  Nanking a r e a  sfor six months 
manual l a b o r .  A 1967 "graduate" ffcom Nanking Univer-  
s i t y  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e  m u s t  r e p o r t  t o  
h i s  s k i l l  a s s ignmen t  and t h e n  go f o r  one y e a r  t o  a 
farm Or f a c t o r y  fo r  manual labor. A Peking  U n i v e r s i t y  
g r a d u a t e  who had been a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  "Geo log ica l  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  of  C o a l f i e l d s  i n  Hunan and Kiangs i "  t o  
work w i t h  a d r i l l i n g  machine w r o t e  t h a t  a l l  g r a d u a t e s  
were t o  undergo two o r  three y e a r s  manual l a b o r  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  s k i l l  ass ignment .  
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The o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  from t h e  s o u r c e s  is  tha t  
t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  were be ing  s e n t  
t o  per form manual l a b o r ,  even though a l a r g e  number may 
be r e c e i v i p g  a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  re la te  t o  
their  p a r t i c u l a r . a r e a s  of  e x p e r t i s e .  I t  is n o t  c l e a r ,  
however,  how many u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  
s k i l l  re la ted a s s i g n m e n t s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  t o u r  a s  l a b o r e r s .  
Many w i l l  p robab ly  neve r  be g i v e n  r o l e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i n i n g .  

Middle  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  appear t o  have been 
a s s i g n e d  who lesa l e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and f a c t o r i e s  
t o  perform manual l a b o r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of some 
20%-25qb of t h e  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  school g r a d u a t e s  who have 

,been  p e r m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  Among the 
' m i d d l e  school g r a d u a t e s  there is t h e  d i s t i n c t  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  have been s e n t  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  set t le  
there permanent ly .  Such a v a s t  exodus of youth  from 
t h e  u rban  a r e a s  h'as n o t  been w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
o b j e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p a r e n t s  and t h e  s t u d e n t s .  Reports 
from Canton describe mothe r s  hanging  o n t o  t h e  t r u c k s  
a s  t h e i r  s o n s  and d a u g h t e r s  a re  he rded  i n t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  A Cantonese s t u d e n t  i n  October  1968 
writes t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a re  v e r y  confused.  H e  corn- 
p l a i n s  t h a t  Mao h a s  o r d e r e d  them t o  go t o  t h e  c o u n t r y -  
s i d e  t o  be re-educated because  t h e y  were educa ted  unde r  
t h e  "bourgeo i s  r e v i s i o n i s t "  sys t em of e d u c a t i o n .  
"However, he h a s  neve r  g i v e n  even  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  t h o u g h t  
t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by u s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A let ter from a Kunming 
s t u d e n t  w r i t t e n  on 8 J a n u a r y  1969 reflects a n o t h e r  
common r e a c t i o n  t o  Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s .  H e  writes 
t h a t  30,000 s t u d e n t s  from Kunming's m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  
a r e  t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  r u r a l  areas of Yunnan: 

4 

To go  down t o  a v i l l a g e  and  s e t t l e  there means 
t h a t  I w i l l  have t o  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  of a yoke l  
fo r  t h e  rest of my l i fe .  My God, what a m i s -  
e r a b l e  and hopeleBs s i t u a t i o n .  The more I 
t h i n k  abou t  my f u t u r e ,  t h e  more despondent  
I become. 

I t  is clear  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  unde r s t and  t h e  " i n s t r u c t i o n "  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t he  c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  mean j u s t  
t h a t .  
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The s t u d e n t s  are e s s e n t i a l l y  powerless t o  re- 
sist t h e i r  d e p o r t a t i o n ,  b u t  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t he  form of 
a v o i d i n g  ass ignment  is q u i t e  common. A t y p i c a l  r e p o r t  
comes from a g r a d u a t e  of  t h e  Shanghai  C o l l e g e  of Chinese  
Medicine who r eques t ed  t h a t  h i s  ass ignment  be changed. 
H e  was charged  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h  "bourgeois"  
t h i n k i n g ,  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  p e r m i t  was c a n c e l l e d ,  and h i s  
food r a t i o n  coupons were withdrawn. Fur the rmore ,  he 
was informed t h a t  h i s  s t a t u s  as a c o l l e g e  graduate had 
been c a n c e l l e d  and t h a t  he would n e v e r  be employed by 
t h e  s t a t e  i n  any manner i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The s t u d e n t  
comments: " I n  f a c t ,  I have been g i v e n  a dea th  sen -  
t e n c e .  '' 

R e p y t s  f rom Canton describe l a r g e  numbers of 
s t u d e n t s  who have gone i n t o  h i d i n g  t o  avo id  deportation'.4' 
As the i r  r a t i o n  cards  a re  c a n c e l l e d  when t h e y  are  
a s s i g n e d ,  t h e y  have t o  sneak  o u t  a t  n i g h t  t o  t h e  s u r -  
rounding  i l lages t o  buy blackmarket food .  The Workers 

by t h e  Canton Munic ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee and 
s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  PIA, w a s  conduc t ing  r a i d s  i n  the c i t y  
t o  a r r e s t  these d i s s i d e n t s .  Other  r e p o r t i n g  describes 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Groups  formed i n  a l l  c i t y  and f a c t o r y  
u n i t s ,  and a l l  neighborhood a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  Canton. 
The I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Groups are charged  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i n g  t h e i r  p a r e n t  u n i t ,  and t h e  fami l ies  of m e m b e r s  
of t h e  u n i t ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  who s b u l d  be s e n t  t o  per- 
form m n u a l  l a b o r  a n d ,  v e r y  l i k e l y ,  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
t h a t  such  peop le  have  i n  f ac t  gone. 

P r o v o s t  Co \ p s ,  a p a r a a l i t a r y  p o l i c e  f o r c e  es tab l i shed  

Communes have protested t h e  i n f l u x  of s t u d e n t s ,  
t e a c h e r s ,  and o t h e r  urban  d w e l l e r s  and complain that. , 

t he i r  food s u p p l i e s  a re  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  feed t h e  new- 
comers. Commune a u t h o r i t i e s  are a l s o  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  
i n f l u x  of u n s k i l l e d  and a n g r y  s t u d e n t s  who have become 
a s o u r c e  of f r i c t i o n :  S t u d e n t s  were f r e q u e n t l y  phy- 
s i c a l l y  i n c a p a b l e  of per forming  a h a r d  d a y ' s  work, 
and o f t e n  went on "go slow" s t r ikes  o r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
broke t he i r  implements .  T h i s  combina t ion  of  a t t i t u d e s  

1 

and a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  of the  commune 

s t u d e n t s .  
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The degree  of r e s i s t a n c e  from t h e  p a r e n t s ,  a,t 
l e a s t  i n  a t t i t u d e ,  t o  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  of t he i r  s o n s  and 
d a u g h t e r s  can  be s e e n  i n  t h e  campaign t o  m u s t e r  t h e i r  
s u p p o r t .  P a r e n t s  became t h e  t a r g e t  i n  l a t e  1968 of 
propaganda teams u r g i n g  them t o  "educate"  t he i r  c h i l d -  
r e n  and t o  e x p l a i n  t o  them t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of c o n t r i b u -  
t i n g  t o  the  " b u i l d i n g  of a new s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r y s i d e . "  
The T s i g g t a o  Munic ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee i n  Shan- 
tung  Province  on 14 F e b r u a r y  1969 b r o a d c a s t  a "Comfort 
Letter" t o  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  t hank ing  them f o r  t a k i n g  " the 
l e a d  .in send ing  your own c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  c b u n t r y s i d e . "  
The b roadcas t  announced t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  r evo lu -  
t i o n a r y  commit tee  t o  m o b i l i z e  more youth ,  and u rged  t h e  
p a r e n t s  of t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who had a l r e a d y  gone t o  
"educate" o t h e r  p a r e n t s  whose :ch l ldren  had y e t  t o  go. 

\ > 3 1  

Educa t iona l  Reform 

On 8 August 1966,  t h e ' l 6  P o i n t s "  of 'the Great  
I 

P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  were adop ted  by t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee of the  Chinese  Communist P a r t y .  The 
1 0 t h  P o i n t  was concerned  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  reform: 

I n  t h e  great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  a most impor t an t  t a s k  is t o  t r a n s f o r m  
t h e  o l d  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem and methods tM 
t e a c h i n g .  

I n  t h i s  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h e  pheno- 
menon of ou r  s c h o o l s  being dominated by bour-  
g e o i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  m u s t  be c o m p l e t e l y  changed. 

I n  e v e r y  k ind  of s c h o o l  w e  m u s t  a p p l y  
thoroughly  t h e  p o l i c y  advanced by comrade 
Mao Tse-tung,  of e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i n g  p r o l e -  
t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s  and e d u c a t i o n  be ing  com- 
bined w i t h  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r  so a s  to e n a b l e  
t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  a n  e d u c a t i o n  t o  deve lop  
m o r a l l y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  and 
t o  become l a b o r e r s  w i t h  a s o c i a l i s t  con- 
s c i o u s n e s s  and c u l t u r e .  

I 

I I 



\ .  

The p e r i o d  of s c h o o l i n g  should  be s h o r t -  
ened.  Courses  should  be fewer and better. 
The t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l  .I shouId  be tho rough ly  
t r ans fo rmed ,  i n  some c a s e s  beginning  w i t h  
s i m p l i f y i n g  compl i ca t ed  m a t e r i a l .  While 
t he i r  main t a s k  is t o  s t u d y ,  s t u d e n t s  should  
a l s o  l e a r n  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  That  is t o  s a y ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t h e y  should  
a l s o  l e a r n  i n d u s t r i a l  work, farming and 
m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  and t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  they  
occur  t o  c r i t i c ize  t h e  bourgeo i s i e .  

T h i s  "Point"  l a y s  o u t  q u i t e  s u c c i n c t l y  Mao's b a s i c  
a t t i t u d e s  toya rd  e d u c a t i o n a l  reform: 

< *  

a )  Des t roy  the  dominance of Western t r a i n e d  o r  

b) Combine fo rma l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r .  

c) S h o r t e n  t h e  p e r i o d  of formal  educa t ion .  

d )  Combine academic t r a i n i n g  w i t h  a c t u a l  work 
e x p e r i e n c e .  

o r i e n t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  

I n  J a n u a r y  1967 these b a s i c  views were expanded 
t h r o u g h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a "Discuss ion  Draft" of 
t h e  " V i e w s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Government on Reformat ion  of 
t h e  Educa t iona l  System."* T h i s  l e n g t h y  document con- 
sists of twenty-one s e c t i o n s  and lists f i f t y - t h r e e  
p r o p o s a l s .  The p r o p o s a l s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  
of r e f o r m  and c o r r e l a t e  h i g h l y  w i t h  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  now 
be ing  conducted. The document lists twelve  b a s i c  pro-  
posa 1s : 

$The a c t u a l  o r i g i n  of t h i s  document is unknown, b u t  its 
c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  re forms i n d i c a t e s  
a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  sou rce .  

, .  , 



1) Enro l lmen t  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be based 
upon "recommendation and selection", wi th  
p r imary  emphas is  on e n r o l l i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
of workers, p e a s a n t s  and s o l d i e r s .  F u r t h e r -  
more,  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  these c h i l -  
d ren ' shou ld  be expanded and i n c r e a s e d .  

2 )  Academic terms shou ld  be reduced .  Pr imary  
s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be reduced  from s i x  t o  f i v e  
years; m i d d l e  s c h o o l  f rom s i x ' t o  f o u r  or 
f i v e  y e a r s ;  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
s h o u l d  r e d u c e  t he i r  c o u r s e s  t o  two t o  f o u r  
years. 

3)' Examinat ions  shou ld  be a b o l i s h e d  a l o n g  w i t h  
g r a d u a t e  theses. Academic r e s u l t s  s h o u l d  be 
de termined  by group d i s c u s s i o n .  

4)  Half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  programs should  be 
expanded q u i c k l y ,  u t i l i z i n g  a > p o l i c y  of one 
y e a r  of e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  and two years of 
expans ion .  A l l  s c h o o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
s h o u l d  be on a hal f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  basis.  
S c h o o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  s h o u l d  be establ ished 
w i t h i n  f a c t o r y  premises,, o r  moved t o  the 
f r o n t i e r  p r o v i n c e s .  Urban u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
c o l l e g e s  s h o u l d  be moved t o  t h e  f a rming  v i l -  
l a g e s  and PLA f a r m s .  
be moved t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  first. 

t h e  P a r t y .  S t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  be o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  
s q u a d s ,  p l a t o o n s ,  and companies on a m i l i t a r y  
model. Fol lowing  t h i s  model,  t he  s t u d e n t  
u n i t s  s h o u l d  have a p o l i t i c a l  c o m i s s a r  a t -  
t a c h e d  t o  them. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the  s c h o o l s  
s h o u l d  be th rough  commit tees  composed or r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  under  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  P a r t y  branch .  

F a c u l t i e s  of a r t s  s h o u l d  

5) S u p e r v i s i o n  of the  s c h o o l s  should  be under  

6 )  E d u c a t i o n a l  fees and expenses  s h o u l d  be 
h i g h e r  i n  urban  areas khan r u r a l  areas,  more 



i n  f u l l - t i m e  than*  half-t ime s c h o o l s ,  and 
h i g h e r  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
t h a n  i n  g e n e r a l  s c h o o l s .  

7) F a c u l t i e s  of s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g  shou ld  

8) Academic t i t l e s  shou ld  be a b o l i s h e d .  

9) D i s t i n c t i o n s  between major  and minor i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  s h o u l d  be abolished, a n d  t h e  special 
p r i v e l e g e s  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  
s c h o o l s  t a k e n  away, a l o n g  w i t h  the  app6 la -  
t i o n s  "1st Clas s"  and "2nd C l a s s . "  

be merged. 

10) V a c a t i o n s  a s  such shou ld  be abo l i shed ,  and 
t h e  academic y e a r  s t r u c t u r e d  s o  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  be free d u r i n g  t h e  busy  f a rming  seasons .  

11) While s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n - m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e y  
m u s t  go  t o  t h e  farms o r  f a c t o r i e s ,  or j o i n  
t h e  PLA f o r  one y e a r  of t r a i n i n g .  

12 )  S t u d e n t s  should  no l o n g e r  be pe rmi t t ed  t o  
s t a t e  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  fo r  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  j o b  a s s ignmen t s .  

Although t h i s  d r a f t  c o n t a i n s  a broad  set of pro-  
p o s a l s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  there a r e  .no s p e c i f i c  p r o p o s a l s  
for c u r r i c u l u m  reform n o r  a r e  there any  c o n c r e t e  sug-  
g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t i m e  between formal aca -  
demic s t u d i e s  and  work e x p e r i e n c e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  
document d o e s  demons t r a t e  t h e  basic t h r u s t  of r e fo rm 
g o a l s  which is t o  r e d u c e  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of the  c r e a -  
t i o n  of a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  d i v o r c e d  from t h e  g o a l s  
espoused by Mao as he seeks t o  create h i s  own par t icu lar  

*The r e c o p e n d a t i o n s  of 4)  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  f u l l - t i m e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em w i l l  be modi f ied  on t h e  ha l f -work ,  
h a l f - s t u d y  mode l ,  b u t  t h e  ha l f -work ,  h a l f - s t u d y  sys tem 
w i l l  a l s o  be r e t a i n e d .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  s y s -  
tems will p r o b a b l y  be b l u r r e d ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  have s e p a r a t e  
f u n c t i o n s .  



u t o p i a .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  Mao would l i k e  t o  u s e  t h e  educa- 
t i o n a l  sys t em t o  n e u t r a l i z e ,  i f  n o t  e r a d i c a t e  e n t i r e l y ,  
t h e  v a l u e  s t ruc tu re  t h a t  leads t o  t h e  s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n  
of a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  b e i n g  a m e m b e r  of a p a r t i c u l a r  e l i t e ,  
a n d ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  l e a d  
o t h e r s  t o  view a n  educa ted  man a s  ' a. member of an  e l i t e .  
Within t h e  Chinese  c u l t u r e ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  g o a k  w i l l  be 
a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  as  t h e  former g o a l  of changing  
se If  -pe rce  p t  i o n s  . 

A .  E d u c a t i o n a l  Reform: Higher  Educa t ion  

Mao's a t t i t u d e  toward u n i v e r s ; i t y  l e v e l  e d u c a t i o n  
was most r e c e n t l y  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  d i r e c t i v e  of J u l y  1968: 

I t  is still n e c e s s a r y  t o  have u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
here I refer m a i l l y  t o  c o l l e g e s  of s c i e n c e '  
and e n g i n e e r i n g .  However, it is e s s e n t i a l  
t o  s h o r t e n  t h e  l e n g t h  of s c h o o l i n g ,  r evo lu -  
t i o n i z e  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u t  p r o l e t a r i a n  p o l i t i c s  
i n  command, and take t h e  road  of t h e  Shang- 
h a i  Machine Tool  P l a n t  i n  t r a i r i i n g  t e c h n i -  
c i a n s  f rom among t h e  worke r s  and  p e a s a n t s  
w i t h  p rac t ica l  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e y  shou ld  
r e t u r n  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  a f t e r  a f e w  y e a r s  

1 ,  

s t u d y *  

Thus f a r  w e  have o n l y  t w o  examples  of e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  
i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n :  Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Shanghai ,  
and t h e  Shanghai  Machine Too l  P l a n t ' s  "Worker Univer- 
s i t y .  If Both expe r imen t s  have been u s e d  a s  examples  
by t h e  regime,, and it is q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  are  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  f u t u r e  shape of C h i n a ' s  s c i e n t i -  
fic and t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  We s h a l l  first d i s c u s s  
t h e  " u n i v e r s i t y "  model and then t h e  " f a c t o r y "  model. 

Tungchi  u n i v e r s i t y :  The U n i v e r s i t y  Model 

Peking  r a d i o  on 2 November 1967 b roadcas t  t h e  
p l a n s  f o r  Tungch i ' s  exper iment  i n  hkgher  e d u c a t i o n .  
The name of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  was changed t o  t h e  "7 May 
Commune" i n  honor of Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  d i r e c t i v e  of 7 May 

i :  
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1966,  i n  which he  s a i d :  

While t he i r  [ t h e  s t u d e n t s , ]  main t a s k  is 
t o  s t u d y ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  
s t u d i e s ,  l e a r n  o t h e r  t h i n g s ;  t h a t  is, i n -  
d u s t r i a l  woPk, fa rming  and m i l i t a r y  
a f f a i r s .  

Tungchi  U n i v e r s i t y  was o r i g i n a l l y  a Grermag f o u n d a t i o n ,  
es tabl ished i n  1907. Under t h e  communists it became a 
plajor c e n t e r  of c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  On 1 J u n e  1.967, 
Tungchi  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e v d l u t i o n a r y  committee composed 
of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  militia,'q~trevolutionztrytt 
cadres, and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  s t u d e n t s . ,  The 2 Novem- 
ber b r o a d c a s t r d e s c r i b e d  T u n g c h i ' s  p l a n s  a s  a t e n t a -  
t i v e  program combining academic and prac t ica l  work, 
,and t h e  "expe r i ence  g a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  1958." ,' 

The "plan" f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  commune w a s  de- 
s i g n e d  around a f u n c t i o n a l  e n t i t y  composed of t h e  u n i v e r -  
s i t y  ( e d u c a t i o n ) ,  t h e  Shanghai  Munic ipa l  B u i l d i n g  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  Bureau ( p r o d u c t i o n )  and t h e  E a s t  China 
I n d u s t r i a l  Des ignband  Research I n s t i t u t e  (research and 
d e s i g n ) .  'The i n i t i h l  members of t h e  commune were r e l  
,ported a s  220 teachers and s t u d e n t s  from Tungchi,  30 
d e s i g n e r s  f rom the  I n s t i t u t e ,  and three e n g i n e e r i n g  . 
t eams of 900 men from t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  bureau .  The 
commune was governed by two three-way a l l i a n c e s :  t h e  
first,  and p r o b a b l y  the most dominant ,  was a n  a l l i a n c e  
of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres" ( p r o b a b l y  P a r t y  and 
government cadres),  leaders of t h e  r e v o l u t i m a r g  masees ' 
(Red Guards ) ,  and  "mi l i t i a -men.  '' The second three-way 
a l l i a n c e  was composed of e d u c a t i o n a l ,  d e s i g n i n g ,  and 
c o h s t r u c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l .  The first a l l i a n c e  was pro-  
bab ly  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  and o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  
commune, while  t he  l a t t e r  was p robab ly  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
conduc t ing  e d u c a t i o n .  

The academic depa r tmen t s  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  were 
a b o l i s h e d ,  and i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  a number of " S p e c i a l  
Committees" were establ ished.  Each of these committees 
was composed of 'members o f t l i e u n i v e r s i t y ,  and members 
of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and . i 'des ign:uni t s  forming  the  ~commurre .. 
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With in  each  commit tee  there were a number of " t u i t i o n  
c l a s s e s , ' '  each c o n t a i n i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  worke r s ,  
and e n g i n e e r s ,  a l l  of whom were o rgan ized  i n t o  " m i l i t a r y  
teams."  A t  each  l e v e l  of t h e  commune, t h e  p l a n  c a l l e d  
f o r  a " P o l i t i c a l  Work DepartmentT" w i t h i n  each  S p e c i a l  
Committee' there was t o  b e . a  " p o l i t i c a l  ins t ruc tor ' , ! ;  and 
i n  e v e r y  t u i t i o n  c l a s s  there  was t o  be a " p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r . "  

Although the  commune was des igned  t o  a s s u r e  con- 
t r o l  by the  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n ,  there a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  the  c u r r i c u l u m  re fo rm 
d i s c u s s e d  was d e s c r i b i n g  a program less p o l i t i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d  t h a n  o the r  d a t a  have l e d  u s  t o  a n t i c i p a t e .  
The l e n g t h &  s c h o o l i n g  was reduced from f i v e  o r  six 
y e a r s  to  three y e a r s ,  and t he  p r e l i m i n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  -,,- 

m i l i t i a  t r a i n i n g .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  new c u r r i c u l u m ,  
however, demonst ra ted  a somewhat a p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t .  
The p l a n  s t a t e d  t h a t  "academic c o u r s e s  w i l l  be devoted 
more and more t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t u d i e s  from year  t o  y e a r  
i n  a p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  p r o g r e s s i v e  manner. '' The p l a n  
o u t l i n e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  three yea r  s c h e d u l e :  
1st Year. 
" E a c h  s t u d e n t  shou ld  devo te  h i s  t i m e  t o  b u i l d i n g  

=-nder t h e  g u i d a n c e  of t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  or 

* of t he  r e fo rms  d u l y  empha.sized Mao's w r i t i n g s  and 

i 

and c o n s t r u c t i o n .  " 

t e a c h e r s  concerned ,  he shou ld  devo te  two t h i r d s  
of h i s  t i m e  t o  m a s t e r i n g  b a s i c  knowledge abou t  
d e s i g n i n g  th rough  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r a c t i c a l  
des ign ing  work. " 

The s t u d e n t  "should s t r e n g t h e n  the s t u d y  of 
s p e c i a l  c o u r s e s  s e l e c t i v e l y ,  while devo t ing  p a r t  
of h i s  t i m e  t o  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r .  '' 

3 r d  Year. 

I n  implementing t h i s  deb ign ,  t h e  commune establ ished three 
expe r imen ta l  c e n t e r s  attached t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  si tes,  each  
w i t h  two c l a s s e s  of more t h a n  t h i r t y  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s .  
On each  of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ' s i t e s  be ing  used  a s  "expe r i -  
men ta l  p o i n t s "  there was one e n g i n e e r i n g  team composed of 
abou t  three hundred p r o d u c t i o n  worke r s  and some d e s i g n e r s .  
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Summary 

Tungchi  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a s  t h e  "7  May Commune," combines 
a l l  of t h e  b a s i c  e l emen t s  of Mao's e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  its planned  th ree -yea r  c u r r i c u l u m  
describes an  a c c e p t a b l e  program f o r  producing narrowly 
t r a i n e d  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r s .  To t h i s  somewhat v o c a t i o n - o r i e n t e d  
t r a i n i n g  has  t o  be added t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  E a s t  China 
Design and Research  I n s t i t u t e  as a p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  of post-  
g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g .  The p l a n  f o r  t h e  commune c a l l e d  f o r  
p rog res s ive ly  more t h e o r e t i c a l  work in each y e a r ,  and in 
t h e  t h i r d  y e a r  a s t u d e n t  c o u l d  select  c o u r s e s .  I t  is, 
therefore, e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
new Tungchi cou ld  i n  f a c t  o b t a i n . e f f e c t i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  \ 

t h e - s p e c i a l t i e s  t h a t  make up t h e  t r a i n i n g  of a c i v i l  e n g i n e e r .  

The  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s ,  composed of t h e  three-way 
a l l i a n c e s ,  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Departments ,  and t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  commissars,  and o f f i c e r s ,  reflects t h e  
t r a d i t d o n a l  whtch-dog SyBtem' t h a t  was. p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  of 
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o I u t i o n .  . 
The e f fec t  of t h i s  a p p a r a t u s  on t h e  p r o c e s s  and c o n t e n t  of 
e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  be de termined  by t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which p o l i t i -  
c a l  t r a i n i n g  is i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  d a i l y  s c h e d u l e .  
I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  combina t ion  of an  a b b r e v i a t e d  
c u r r i c u l u m ,  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  Mao-think sess ions . ,  smal l -group 
" d a i l y  !Lifet1 d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  w i I l  ef- 
f e c t i v e l y  narrow t h e  s t u d e n t s '  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  b a r e  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time i t  is imposs ib l e  t o  
j u d g e  w h e t h e r  o r  no t  unduly emphasized p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
w i l l  unde rcu t  even  t h e  t r u n c a t e d  program p repa red  by 
Tungchi ' s  commune. The formula  p r e s e n t e d ,  however,  con- 
t a i n s  t h e  e s s e n c e  of Mao's reform g o a l s )  b u t  implementa t ion  
of t h e  po l ic ies  w i l l  be t h e  f i n a l  test of t h e  new sys tem.  

e s s e n t i a l s  of a c i v i l  e n g i n e e r ,  o r  any other f i e l d  of . *  
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The Shanghai  Machine Too l  P l a n t :  T h e  F a c t o r y  Model 

Although T u n g c h i ' s  commune w a s  t o u t e d  a s  a n a t i o n a l  
model a s  l a t e  a s  September  1968, Mao's J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  on 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  of science and e n g i n e e r i n g  referrel 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  Shanghai  Machine Tool  P l a n t .  Thus t h i s  
f a c t o r y  became a n o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  model. 

T h e  " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t "  b r o a d c a s t  f rom Shanghai  
on 22 J u l y  d i s c u s s e d  a t  some l e n g t h  t h i s  p l a n t ' s  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  b o t h  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  and t e c h n i c i a n s  
"promoted .from among t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  workers ."  Fo l lowing  
t h e  s t y l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  X n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e p o r t s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  n a t i o n a l  models ,  i t  was de t e rmined  
t h a t  t h e  fo rma l  academic t r a i n i n g  of t h e  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  - p l a n t  had n o t  equipped them f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  
r o l e s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y .  The worker  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, were among t h e  most v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s  of t h e  p l a n t .  
The Shanghai  Machine Tool  P l a n t ,  drawing on Mao's t hough t  
and its e x p e r i e n c e  s i n c e  t h e  1958 r e f o r m s , , p r o p o s e d  t h a t  

, f u t u r e  t e c h n i c a l  and e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  be recrukted 
from among j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  who 
had two t o  f o u r  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r .  
Fu r the rmore ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  commitment t o  Mao's e g a l i -  
t a r i a n  v a l u e s ,  t h e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
manual l a b o r  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l ,  and f o l l o w i n g  gradua-  
t i o n  t h e y  s h o u l d  work a s  l a b o r e r s  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  
and win " q u a l i f i c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a k e s "  f rom t h e  workers  
b e f o r e  r e c e i v i n g  j o b  a s s ignmen t s .  

t h e  Shanghai  p l a n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  "21  J u l y  Workers 
University"--named i n  h o n m  of Mao's d i r e c t i v e  on c o l l e g e s  
and u n i v e r s i t i e s  of s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g .  A l though  
t h i s  t t u n i v e r s i t y q '  was obv ious ly  d e s i g n e d  t o  be a n a t i o n a l  
model, few d e t a i l s  on its o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  t h e  c o n t e n t  of 
i ts  c u r r i c u l u m  were g i v e n .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h i s  model f o l l o w s  
t h e  p a t t e r n  of advancedhalf-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  programs set  
up i n  t h e  middle  1960 ' s .  The  c o u r s e  w i l l  l a s t  from e i g h t e e n  

Some two months a f t e r  making t h e  above p r o p o s a l s ,  
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months t o  two y e a r s ,  and  w i l l  p roduce  i n d i v i d u a l s  t r a i n e d  
i n  t h e  d e s i g n  and manufac ture  of i n d u s t r i a l  g r i n d i n g  and 
c u t t i n g  t o o l s .  The v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  
w i l l  be t a u g h t  by worke r s ,  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  and e n g i n e e r s  
a t  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be recruited from 
among workers  w i t h  a c t u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  The i n i -  
t i a l  e n r o l l m e n t  of f i f t y - t w o  s t u d e n t s  a l l ,  r e p o r t e d l y ,  
have a minimum of f i v e  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  

Summary 

The Shanghai  Machine Tool  P l a n t ' s  v ' u n I v e r s i t y t '  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  as a model f o r  f u t u r e  f a c t o r y  based ,  c o l l e g e  
level ,  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u r s e s .  To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  middle 
s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  c o u l d  be t r a i n e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  
and m o d i f i c a t i o n  of machine t o o l s  by working w i t h  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  models.  T h i s  Shanghai  p l a n t  is 
a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  b a s e  f o r  s u c h  t r a i n i n g ,  f o r  it is recog-  
n i z e d  a s  one of t h e  most advanced p r o d u c t i o n  p l a n t s  i n  
China.  P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  p l a n t  was 
r e p o r t e d l y  c o n d u c t i n g  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l ,  
s e n i o r  middle  s c h o o l ,  and c o l l e g e  leve l .  Y e t  t h i s  e x p e r i -  
e n c e  was referred t o  o n l y  e l l i p t i c a l l y .  For  example,  one 
of i ts model worke r s ,  ra ther  t h a n  be ing  a g r a d u a t e  of its 
own s c h o o l s ,  was a g r a d u a t e  of t h e  Shanghai  I n s t i t u t e  of 
Mechanical  Eng inee r ing .  

Even assuming t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  produce  s k i l l e d  
t e c h n i c i a n s ,  and t o  some e x t e n t  e n g i n e e r s ,  u n l e s s  a f a c t o r y  
h a s  an e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y  i t  w i l l  n o t  be c a p a b l e  
of p roduc ing  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  basic r e s e a r c h  i n v o l v e d  i n  
its own p r o d u c t s .  The Tungchi  commune d a t a  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y ,  b u t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
on p r o p o s a l s  a f f e c t i n g  s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  
f a c i l i t i e s - - p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  drew on t h e  
Shangha i  Machine Tool  P l a n t ' s  exper ience-has  g i v e n  some- 
what f i r m e r  i n d i c a t o r s  of' t h e  f u t u r e  form o f  C h i n a ' s  
r e s e a r c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  
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The  Shangha i  I n s t i t u t e  of Mechanical  E n g i n e e r i n g  and t h e  
Peking  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e :  The Research  F a c t o r .  

The r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s  of t h e  Ch inese  Academy of 
S c i e n c e s  and its v a r i o u s  branches ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  o t h e r  
r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  
d e f e n s e  r e l a t e d  c e n t e r s ,  have been s e r i o u s l y  effected by  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Propaganda teams have been v a r i -  
o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  a s  e n t e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s ,  and i n d i v i d -  

' u a l  examples  of t h e  p r o c e s s  of re form and r e v o l u t i o n  have 
been described i n  t h e  p r e s s  and b r o a d c a s t s .  Even though 
there a r e  v e r y  l i t t l e  d a t a  on t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s ,  
even  less  have appea red  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s .  
Nevertheless, there have been'*two r e p o r t s  t h a t  refer spe- 
c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  problem of r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  t h e  new 
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  

An " i n v e s t i g a t i o n  report" on t h e  Shanghai  I n s t i t u t e  
of Mechanical  E n g i n e e r i n g  p u b l i s h e d  by R e d  F l a g  (#3) on 
10 September  1968,  and a p r o p o s a l  p u t  f H a m y  t h e  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Committee of t h e  Peking  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r o l e  of r e s e a r c h .  The Shanghai  s c h o o l ' s  
recommendations d i s c u s s e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  
Peking  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ' s  p r o p o s a l ' s  referred t o  r e s e a r c h  
c e n t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  p r o j e c t s .  

bowing t o  t h e  " road  shown by t h e  Shanghai  Machine Tool  
P l a n t , "  proposed  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  " t r a n s f o r m a t i o n "  
c o l l e g e s  of s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g  s h o u l d  become "f a c t o j - . - -  
ries and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s "  a s  w e l l  as s c h o o l s .  I t  was 
recommended t h a t  a c t u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s  
s h o u l d  p ropose  r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e s ,  The 
s t a t e d  pu rpose  of t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  was t h a t  by d e a l i n g  
w i t h  problems set  by p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s  and r e s e a r c h  u n i t s ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  would be  a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t o  
a c t u a l  problems r a t h e r  t h a n  become i n v o l v e d  i n  "empty 
t h e o r i z i n g  and s c h o l a s t i c i s m . "  I t  s h o u l d  be emphasized 
t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  stressed t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  s u c h  a s y s t e m  

The  Shanghai  I n s t i t u t e  of Mechanical  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  
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would make t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  problem s o l v i n g  and a n a l y t i c a l  
powers ,  t h u s  making e d u c a t i o n  serve p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r .  
The stress on d e v e l o p i n g  a n a l y t i c a l  powers c o n t r a d i c t s  
t h e  b a s i c  fo rma t  of " s i m p l i f y i n g "  s c i e n t  i f  i c  and e n g i n e e r -  
i n g  c o u r s e s ,  f o r  i n  f a c t  research requires t h e  discrete 
s e p a r a t i o n  of components of a problem. Nevertheless, t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  of pu rpose  f u l f i l l s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  c u r r e n t  campaign. 

n o t  i n c l u d e  any specific p r o p o s a l s  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l l y  r e l a t i f l g  
o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  and r e s e a r c h  
u n i t s ,  b u t  t h e  c o n c e p t  deve loped  d o v e - t a i l s  w i t h  a p r o p o s a l  
made by t h e  Peking  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  i n  March 1968. The 
a v i a t i o n  i n s t i t u t e  s recornmenda t ions ref erred spec if i c a  l l y  
t o  t h e  d e s i g n  of a "new k i n &  of" n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  reseamh 
i n s t i t u t e ,  and proposed  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  l a b o r a t o r i e s  combine 
w i t h  s c h o o l  f a c t o r i e s  and s h o p s  of " v a r i o u s  depa r tmen t s  
t o  form a u n i f i e d  t e a c h i n g ,  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  and pro- 
d u c t i o n  base." The task of t h i s  new s t r u c t u r e  was d e f i n e d  
a s  " n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  r e s e a r c h  and t r i a l  manufac ture ."  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  would "meet a l l  t h e  p r a c t i -  
cal t e a c h i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s "  of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  

I t  w i l l  be n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  two p r o p o s a l s  a r e  v e r y  
s i m i l a r ,  c o n c e p t u a l l y ,  t o  t h e  t h r e e - p a r t  "commune" of 
Tungchi  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  which p r o d u c t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  were combined i n t o  one a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  and i n t i e g r a t e d  f u n c t i o n a l l y .  Assuming t h a t  
t h e  "research u n i t s "  a r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t e s  of t h e  
Chinese Academy of S c i e n c e s  and o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  o rgan iza -  
t i o n s ,  and t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  " p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s "  can  
be f i l l e d  by t h e  p l a n t s  under  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  
v a r i o u s  c e n t r a l  m i n i s t r i e s ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a cumber- 
some b u t  f u n c t i o n i n g  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y  c o u l d  be developed  
a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  ske tched  ou t  by t h e  p r o p o s a l s .  Where 
p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s ,  research u n i t s ,  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  
l o c a t e d  p h y s i c a l l y  c l o s e  t o  one a n o t h e r ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
f a c t o r  c o u l d  i n  f a c t  be made a f u n c t i o n a l  a s p e c t  of t h e  
new e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  S t u d e n t s  c o u l d  be t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  
c l a s s room,  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y ,  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  l i n e  w h i l e  
engaged i n  t h e i r  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n .  

The Shangha i  e n g i n e e r i n g  s c h o o l ' s  recommendation d id  
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Summary 

W i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  of r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  
undergoing  l l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n l '  B t  t h e  hands of t h e  propaganda 
teams,  i t  is q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o j e c t  t h e  f u t u r e  form of 
C h i n a ' s  r e s e a r c h  c a p a c i t y .  However, i t  is e v i d e n t  t h a t  
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of d e v e l o p i n g  and expe r imen t ing  w i t h  a new 
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em,  t h e  need f o r  r e s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
h a s  a v e r y  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e  image of 
c u r r e n t  developments  now b e i n g  projected i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  lreforms w i l l  n o t  i r r e p a r a b l y  damage Chinese  research 
c a p a c i t y .  The re  is a d e f i n i t e  p a t t e r n  a p p e a r i n g  i n  w h i c h  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  complement t h e i r '  
p r o d u c t i o n  of narTowly t r a i n e d  t e c h n i c i a n s  w i t h  research- 
o r i e n t e d  p r o d u c t p .  ( I .  The p r e s e n t  a tmosphere ,  nonetheless, 
is n o t  conduc ive  t o  p roduc ing  t h e  number of advanced 
r e s e a r c h  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  p r o f i t a b l y  u s e  
i n  b o t h  its s p e c i a l  weapons and o t h e r  defense  r e l a t e d '  
r e s e a r c h ,  let a l o n e  t h e  number t h a t  c o u l d  be used  i n  ' . 
b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development .  C l e a r l y  China c a n  u s e  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  t h a t  
w i l l  be produced from t h e  a b b r e v i a t e d  c u r r i c u l a  now b e i n g  
con templa t ed ,  b u t  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  development i t  is es sen -  
t i a l  t h a t  these p r o d u c t s  be complemented by t h e  development  
of i n d i v i d u a l s  c a p a b l e  of engag ing  i n  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h .  

B. E d u c a t i o n a l  Reform: P r imary  and Midd le  Schoo l s  

D i s t i n c t  from h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s s  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and domest ic  b r o a d c a s t s  have been replete 
w i t h  examples of reform and t h e  p r o c e s s  of r e fo rm i n  , 
C h i n a ' s  p r imary  and secondary  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  t h e  urban  
a r e a s  t h e  immedia te  c a t a l y s t  f o r  change  h a s  been t h e  ' 
Worker-PLA Propaganda Team, and i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  t h e  
Poor  and Lower-Middle P e a s a n t  Propaganda Team has been 
t h e  t o o l  of re form,  u s u a l l y  accompanied by a l ' r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e " o f  t h e  PLA. 
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The b a s i c  p a t t e r n  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  re form i n  t h e  
urban ,  suburban ,  and r u r a l  a r e a s  has  been t h e  same, A t  
l e a s t  s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  have been p l a c e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of l o c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  
u n i t s .  I n  urban  a r e a s  t h e  s c h o o l s  have come under a f a c t o r y  
or  f a c t o r i e s ,  i n  suburban  a r e a s  under t h e  d u a l  c o n t r o l  O f  
a f a c t o r y  and a commune o r  p r o d u c t i o n  br igade ,  and i n  t h e  
r u r a l  a r e a s  under  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  commune and t h e  pro- 
d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e .  There  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  b a s i c  p a t t e r n ,  
b u t  t h e  o v e r a l l  t h r u s t  of t h e  r e fo rm is t o  i n t e g r a t e  
s c h o o l s  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s .  

Mao's a t t e m p t  t o  create  a mass s o c i e t y  w i t h  a common 
Maoist v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e ,  and h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  block a s t r a t i -  
f i c a t i o n  of s o c i e t y  based upon l eve ls  of e d u c a t i o n  is a s  
appa ren t  a t  t h e  p r imary  and middle s c h o o l  level a s  i t  is 
i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  As i n  t h e  p a s t ,  however, t h e  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  of p o l i c y  w i l l  f i n a l l y  de te rmine  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e c i s i o n ( s 1 .  

Pr imary  and Middle Schools :  The R u r a l  Experiment .  

The  b a s i c  p o l i c y  is t o  move t h e  pr imary  and middle  
s c h o o l s  down one step i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a d d e r ,  and 
t o  p l a c e  s c h o o l s  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s .  
Middle s c h o o l s  a r e  t o  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the  communes, 
and pr imary  s c h o o l s  by t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e .  T h i s  
b a s i c  p o l i c y  is s u b j e c t  t o  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  des igned  t o  
meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d s  of s c h o o l s  
(e .g . ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  midd le  s c h o o l )  and more discrete 
re forms w i t h i n  p a r t i c u l a r  communes and p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e s  

Wi th in  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  commune, t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys tem is des igned  t o  p rov ide  a f i v e - y e a r  g e n e r a l  pr imary 
s c h o o l  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  p roduc t ion  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  and a fou r -  
y e a r  middle  s c h o o l  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  commune l e v e l .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  w i t h i n  each  commune a number of. ' l ladvanced" 
pr imary  s c h o o l s  have had j u n i o r  middle  s c h o o l  c o u r s e s  
added t o  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e r e b y  p r o v i d i n g  a b a s i c  
seven-year  c o u r s e  w i t h i n '  t h e  b r i g a d e .  The l a s t  two 
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y e a r s  of t h e  seven-year  c o u r s e  a r e  des igned  t o  p r o v i d e  
b a s i c  a g r i c u l t u r a l  knowledge gea red  t o  t h e  needs of t h e  
b r i g a d e .  I d e a l l y ,  unde r  t h i s  l a t t e r  s y s t e m ,  a s t u d e n t  
would  e n t e r  pr imary  s c h o o l  a t  age  s i x  o r  s e v e n  and comple te  
t h e  c o u r s e  a t  age  13 o r  14 r eady  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a s  a l i t e r a t e ,  s k i l l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
worker .  There  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  commune w i l l  a l s o  
r u n  a c e n t r a l  p r imary  school: and middle s c h o o l  t h a t  w i l l ,  
t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  and p u r p o s e s ,  be t h e  academic c e n t e r  of 
t h e  commune, a s  opposed t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  pr imary  and j u n i o r  
middle  s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  g e n e r a l  middle  s c h o o l s .  These  
l a t t e r  a r e  des igned  t o  be p r i m a r i l y  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  
schools,  whereas t h e  c e n t r a l  p r imary  and middle school(s) 
w i l l  p robab ly  be weighted  more t o  t h e  academic.  

J Even though t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l  sys tem w i l l  come 
under  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  commune, 
t h e  coun ty  level  s t r u c t u r e - - t h e  county  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee--appears t o  h a v e  g e n e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  The coun ty  level P a r t y  and 
governmental  s t r u c t u r e s  have been f u n c t i o n a l l y  a b o l i s h e d ,  
a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and propaganda f u n c t i o n s  have been i n t e g r a t e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tee .  I t  is p o s s i b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  
there is no ev idence  f o r  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  governmental  
and P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  and s u p e r v i s e d  
e d u c a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  s t i l l  e x i s t  
and have t h e i r  own u n i t - l e v e l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. 
A t  t h i s  time, however, there a r e  no d a t a  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
s u c h  u n i t s  a r e  involved  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  re form,  a l t h o u g h  
. i n d i v i d u a l s  from p r e - e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  may be involved .  

a three- in-one e d u c a t i o n  l e a d e r s h i p  group,  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  commit tee ,  is fornied a t  t h e  commune and b r i g a d e  
levels. The commit tee  is f r e q u e n t l y  composed of a secre- 
t a r y  of t h e  P a r t y  branch ,  t h e  chairman of t h e  poor  and 
lower-middle p e a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and t h e  u n i t ' s  m i l i t i a  
commander, O t h e r  r e p o r t s  describe t h e  three- in-one 
combina t ion  a s  composed of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
t h e  poor  and lower-middle peasants." '  Each s c h o o l  and e a c h  

I' 
r e ,  - 

The  p r o c e s s  of re form is f a i r l y  uniform.  T y p i c a l l y ,  
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c l a s s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  a l s o  form its l e a d e r s h i p  group.  
The p e a s a n t s  a r e  a lways d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  c o r e  of t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  group,  bu t  i t  is more l i k e l y  t h a t  c o n t r o l  is 
a c t u a l l y  In t h e  hands of P a r t y  c a d r e s  and t h e  PLA. 

f u l l - t i m e  t e a c h e r s  and p a r t - t i m e  lecturers  drawn from t h e  
members of t h e  commune and b r i g a d e .  The  c u r r i c u l u m  now 
b e i n g  developed  reflects t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  new s y s t e m .  
P o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  t a k e s  two b a s i c  forms:  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  is t a u g h t  by p e a s a n t s  who " r e c a l l  t h e  e v i l l  
of t h e  p a s t ; "  and c a d r e s  of t h e  commune, p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d b  
and p r o d u c t i o n  team lecture on c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  issues. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  d i rect  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  the cour sgb  
i n  Ch inese  language  have  been comple t e ly  c o n v e r t e d  t o  p o l i t -  
i c a l  i n g o c t r i n a t i o n .  Reports of new t e x t  books i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  " though t  of Mao Tse- tungfl  is t h e  c o r e  of t h e  
new r e a d i n g  p r i m e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  " p o l i t i c s "  is now t a u g h t  
a t  t h e  pr imary  s c h o o l  level.  One r e p o r t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
f i f t y - s i x  l e s s o n s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m ;  
t h i r t y - s i x  l e s s o n s  a r e  devoted  t o  q u o t a t i o n s  from Chairman 
Mao, f i v e  a r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from L in  P i a o ,  and t h e  r ema in ing  
f i f t e e n  a r e  ba l l ads  p r a i s i n g  Mao. 

The f a c u l t y  of t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l  is composed of botH 

T h e  second  f o c u s  of t h e  new s y s t e m  is v o c a t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g .  Farm t e c h n i c i a n s  and p e a s a n t s  now lecture on 
f a rm machinery and a g r i c u l t u r a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  and b r i g a d e  
a c c o u n t a n t s  lecture on a p p l i e d  a r i t h m e t i c .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  PLA o r  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  
a r e  t o  t e a c h  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  and p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  
" M i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s , "  however, w i l l  i n c l u d e  more p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  

PLA i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s  is a l s o  found 
i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s c h o o l s  a l o n g  m i l i t a r y  l i n e s .  
The  s t u d e n t  body is t o  be o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  squads ,  p l a t o o n s ,  
and companies .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a new s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  
a p p a r e n t l y  been c r e a t e d  t o  replace t h e  Young P i o n e e r s :  
t h e  "Young Red S o l d i e r s  T h i s  new s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
'is n o t  based  upon t h e  s c h o o l  bu t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e ,  
and e a c h  b r i g a d e  w i l l  form a b a t t a l i o n  of ?'young Red . 
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S o l d i e r s "  w h i c h  w i l l  be broken down i n t o  squads ,  p l a t o o n s  
and companies a t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  team level.  

The i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  middle  and p r imary  s c h o o l s  
i n t o  t h e  commune has  l e d  t o  some r a t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  f i n a n -  
c i a l  problems.  Under t h e  new s y s t e m ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  t o  
be p a i d  on t h e  b a s i s  of work-points .  T h i s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  
a p r o c e s s  whereby i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  p a i d  i n  kind f o r  t h e  
work t h e y  do. The work of t e a c h e r s  is t o  be measured by 
p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a ,  b u t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  a l s o  t o  be 
subs id i zed  f o r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e n s e s ,  and f o r  sup- 
p o r t  of and t r a v e l  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  i f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  do 
n o t  l i v e  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  commune w h e r e  t h e  te,acher 

3 s t a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  commune, t h e y  had 
n o t  acc rued  any work-points .  Under these c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t  
was decided t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  pay theqcommune a lump- 
sum t o  s u b s i d i z e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  u n t i l  t h e y  had acc rued  
s u f f i c i e n t  work-points  t o  receive food d i s t r i b u t e d  by  t h e  
commune. As commune and b r i g a d e  members, t h e  t e a c h e r s  
would normal ly  receive food and o t h e r  a l l o t m e n t s  on t h e  
b a s i s  of a c c r u e d  work p o i n t s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  
s u b s i d i z e  t e a c h e r s  for t h e i r  s p e c i a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  expenses  
and f o r  s u p p o r t  of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  The amount of t h e  
s u b s i d y  w i l l  be de te rmined  by t h e  u n i t  i n  wh ich  t h e y  work. 

t works. As t h e  teachers were p a i d  on a monthly b a s i s  by t h e  

,Half-work, Half-Study S c h o o l s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  p r imary  and midd le  
s c h o o l s ,  and even though t h e  new sys t em i n c l u d e s  p h y s i c a l  
l a b o r  a s  p a r t  O f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
s c h o o l s  a r e  s t i l l  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em,  
The a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i d d l e  Pchoo l  appe-ars  t o  be t h e  adminis-  
t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  commune, bu t  t h e  s c h o o l s  
t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  bo th  t h e  commune and b r i g a d e  
l e v e l .  
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The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  f a c u l t y ,  c u r r i c u l u m ,  and 
c o n t r o l  o rgans  f o l l o w s  t h e  same p a t t e r n  a s  t h e  ' l f u l l - t i m e "  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  Educa t ion  l e a d i n g  groups  o r  educa- 
t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  commit tees  a r e  se t  u p  a t  t h e  commune 
and b r i g a d e  level ,  and may even  be i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o a e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t t f u l l - t i m e t '  sys tem.  Once a g a i n ,  it 
i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  c a d r e s  a r e  t h e  r e a l  s o u r c e  of 
i n f l u e n c e .  I n  I n n e r  Mongolia,  f o r  example, a s e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  b r i g a d e  P a r t y  branch  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  cha i rman 
of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s c h o o l  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I n  K i r i n ,  a r e p o r t  on an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle  s c h o o l  i d e n t i -  
f i e s  t h e  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  commune P a r t y  branch  a s  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  

two-year v o c a t i o n a l !  cour se& i n  Which t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  fOCuSeS 
on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  needs  of t h e  commune o r  b r i g a d e  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  s k h o o l  is l o c a t e d .  D i s t i n c t  from r e p o r t i n g  i n  
t h e  middle  1960's, however, is t h e  heavy emphasis now 
p u t  on p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  A r e p o r t  
a n a l y z i n g  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle  s c h o o l  i n  Kiangs i  de- 
scribes t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  and work e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  
p r o v i d e s  i n  t e a  growing t e c h n i q u e s ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  t e a  p rocess -  
i n g ,  and l a y i n g  o u t  t e a  ga rdens .  However, a p p a r e n t l y  i n  
o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  t i m e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  fo rma l  
c o u r s e s  iln Ch inese  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  have been dropped.  
Ch inese  language  is now t a u g h t  t h rough  Wao's works and 
h i s  l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  concen- 
t ra tes  on Mao's a n a l y s e s  of r e v o l u t i o n  and h i s  l a t e s t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Undoubtedly p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  these c o u r s e s  c o n t a i n e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t ,  if not 
e x c e s s i v e  amount of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  
new sys t em e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  Mao's thought  and 
c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  t o p i c s  a r e  t h e  Core of t h e  c o u r s e s .  

As i n  t h e  p a s t ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  middle s c h o o l s  a r e  

R u r a l  Schoo l s :  Summary 

The r e fo rm i n  r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h i s  time is I 

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  combine i d e o l o g i c a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  
brder Do h s s u r d  &Rat:.Mab:!.s g o a l s  f o r : . r e v o l u t t i m a r y :  dwcessgrs 
a r e k n o t  f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  The pro-  
d u c t i o n  u n i t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e - n o w  a t t a c h e d  have 
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r 
been  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a s s u r i n g  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  
does n o t  s e p a r a t e  i tself  from p r o d u c t i o n .  Rega rd le s s  of 
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s s  of half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  
s c h o o l s ,  i t  is q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t ,  a s  Mao sta ted  l ong  ago, 
t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is des igned  t o  be a half-work,  
h a l f - s t u d y  p r o c e s s .  The half-work, h a l f - s t u d y  middle  
s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  two y e a r s  of j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h D B l  c o u r s e s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a few selected pr imary  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
b r i g a d e ,  a r e  des igned  f o r  s t u d e n t s  whose e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  
t e r m i n a t e  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  level.  T h i s  is i n d i -  
c a t e d  by t h e  s y s t e m  of e n r o l l m e n t  f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
middle  s c h o o l s  wh ich  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  be selected 
by t h e  b r i g a d e  from among s t u d e n t s  recommended by t h e  com- 
mune. The " f u l l - t i m e "  sys t em is des igned  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h r o u g h  s e n i o r  middle s c h o o l ,  b u t  even t h i s  p r o c e s s  h a s  
been a b b r e v i a t e d  from 1 2  y e a r s  t o  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  y e a r s .  

The new system, a s  i t  is p u b l i c l y  d i scussed ,  con- 
t a i n s  some e l emen t s  of common s e n s e .  If t h e  new c u r r i c u l a  
produce l i t e ra te ,  t r a i n e d ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  needs of t h e  a r e a  i n  which t h e y  w i l l  
work, t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  would p r o v i d e  a human 
r e s o u r c e  f o r  improving C h i n a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  base.  The 
weakness of t h e ' g y s t e m ' i s '  t h a t  ' i t  makes- no appa ren t  p rov i -  
sion f o r  p r e p a r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  work i n  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  
mathematics ,  c h e m i s t r y ,  and o t h e r  ha rd  S c i e n c e s  is s o  f a r  
l a c k i n g  i n  any r e p o r t e d  c u r r i c u l a .  Furthermore,  t h e  s y s -  
tem is obv ious ly  des igned  i n  p a r t  t o  n e g a t e  any i n i t i a t i v e  
t h e  s t u d e n t  migh t  have t o  seek a u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n .  

The  n e c e s s a r y  background i n  

A t  t h i s  time, i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  de t e rmine  e x a c t l y  
how t h e  new reforms w i l l  be a p p l i e d .  I t  is q u i t e  l i k e l y ,  
g i v e n  p a s t  re forms of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  t h a t  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p r imary  and middle  s c h o o l s  a p p a r e n t l y  be ing  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  commune l e v e l  w i l l  be a s o u r c e  of 
t r a i n e d  s t u d e n t s  who have been selected f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
t r a i n i n g .  I t  shou ld  a l s o  be no ted  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c e n t r a l  o r  commune l e v e l  combined pr imary  
and middle  s c h o o l s  a r e  a b s e n t  from t h e  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n s  
of r e fo rm,  and t h a t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  c e n t r a l  p r imary  and m i d -  
d l e  s c h o o l s  a r e  very  r a r e .  The  i d e a l  t oday  is t o  p r o v i d e  
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p r i m a r y  and j u n i o r  middle s c h o o l s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  
own v i l l a g e s ,  or where t h e y  w i l l  have t o  walk no f u r t h e r  
t h a n  three li (one m i l e )  t o  j u n i o r  midd le  s c h o o l .  The  
g r e a t e s t  e m s a s i s  has  been on t h e  p r imary - jun io r  midd le  
s c h o o l  combina t ion  and t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s .  

P r imary  and Middle Schoo l s :  The  Urban Experiment 

The urban  expe r imen t  f o l l o w s  t h e  same p a t t e r n  as 
t h e  r e fo rms  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  Middle and p r imary  s c h o o l s  
a r e  p l a c e d  under  t h e  direct c o n t r o l  of p r o d u c t i o n  u n i t s -  
u s u a l l y  f a c t o r i e s - ,  e x c e p t  in suburban  areas where  t h e  
s c h o o l s  are a d m i n i s t e r e d  jo in t ly . , . by  f a c t o r i e s  and r u r a l  
p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e s .  As i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  there a r e  no 
i n d i c a t i m s  t h a t  t h e  former  government and P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e @  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for e d u c a t i o n  are f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  new 
system.. ;  C o n t r o l  t oday  is i n  t h e  hands of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and f a c t o r i e s ,  and  the P U ,  

One marked d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of e s t a b l i s h - .  
i n g  c o n t r o l  and e f f e c t i n g  r e f o r m s h  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s  i n  
t h e  r u r a l  and urban  a r e a s  is t o  be found i n  t h e  r o l e  of 
t h e  propaganda teams.  In r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  propaganda 
teams move from v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e ,  perhaps l e a v i n g  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ( s )  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
r e fo rm is assumed by t h e  " e d u c a t i o n  l e a d i n g  group" o r  t h e  
" e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  commit tee ."  I n  t h e  urban  areas, 
the f a c t o r y  would send  i ts  propaganda team t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  
s c h o o l ,  and i t  would remain  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  
r e fo rms .  The  propaganda team i n  an  u rban  s c h o o l  conduc t s  
t h e  t f p u r i f i c a t i o n t t  campaigns,  and t h e  Mao Tse-tung though t  
classes, and l e a d s  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  i n  manual l a b o r .  
The p r imary  c a u s e  of t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  is t h e  r o l e  u rban  
middle  s c h o o l  Red Guards p l a y e d  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  
i t  is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  of v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  urban  
s c h o o l s  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  
One measure of t h e  problem as it e x i s t e d ,  and t o  some ex- 
t e n t  s t i l l  e x i s t s  I n  t h e  u rban  s c h o o l s ,  is t h a t  r e p o r t i n g  
on t h e  f 9 r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n "  began much l a t e r  i n  
urban  s c h o o l s  t h a n  i t  d i d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  of China .  
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Middle Schools 

The b a s i c  t e c h n i q u e s  of t a k i n g  over  a s c h o o l  
and p roceed ing  w i t h  " p u r i f i c a t i o n "  and r e fo rm a r e  s i m i l a r  
i n  a l l  of t h e  r e p o r t i n g .  A f a c t o r y  would be a s s i g n e d  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a middle s c h o o l  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
p l a n t ,  p robab ly  under  a munic ipa l i ty -wide  p l a n  c r e a t e d  by 
t h e  c i t y ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee.  The f a c t o r y  would  t h e n  
s e n d  a propaganda team, w i t h  PLA s u p p o r t ,  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
and a b o l i s h  any p r e v i o u s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee t h e  s c h o o l  
may have e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  any e x i s t i n g  s t u d e n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The s c h o o l  t h e n  became a depar tment  of t h e  
f a c t o r y  under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of an "educa t ion  l e a d i n g  group" 
or " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v . o l u t i o n  commit tee ,"  headed by a vice-  
chairman of t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tee ,  and 
composed of t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  from t h e  s c h o o l ,  workers  
from t h e  f a c t o r y ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  PLA and/or 
t h e  m i l i t i a .  T h i s  commit tee ,  s u p e r v i s e d  by t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tee ,  would s t r u c t u r e  a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  
t h u s  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  s c h o o l ,  bu t  t h e  propaganda team is e v i d e n t l y  r e spons i -  
ble f o r  conduc t ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  purge  and t h e  r e f o r m s ' t h a t  

The r e v o l u t i o p a r y  committee 

f O l l Q w .  1 

The purge of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  is t h e  first 
s t e p  t aken  by t h e  propaganda team. On 2 September a propa- 
ganda team from t h e  T i e n t s ' i n  Munic ipa l  Cable  F a c t o r y  e n t e r e d  
a middle  s c h o o l ,  and its a c t i o n s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  
rple  of propaganda teams i n  most, i f  n o t  a l l ,  u rban  middle  
s c h o o l s ,  After "c l eqn ing  up c l a s s  r a n k s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  of 8 December, 77 t e a c h e r s  were l e f t ,  
42 peroen t  of- were from " f a m i l i e s  of e x p l o i t i n g  
c l a s s e s "  and/or t lold- type" s c h o o l s .  These  teachers were 
r e q u i r e d  t o  undergo r e e d u c a t i o n  by t h e  workerg,  p e a s a n t s ,  
and s o l d i e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  remove t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  blemishes.  
One group of s e v e n  t e a c h e r s  went w i t h  " s u p p o r t - t h e - f r o n t i e r  
youth" t o  I n n e r  Mongolia. Another group of 16 went w i t h  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  engage i n  mafltlal l a b o r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  
and i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  T h e  remain ing  23 went t o  t h e  "grass- 
r o o t s "  t o  perform manu61 l a b o r .  
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Once a s c h o o l ' s  " c l a s s  rankst '  a r e  " p u r i f i e d ,  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a pu rge  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  and t h e  most f rac-  
t i ous  Red Guards,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  s c h o o l  i t s e l f  is 
r e o r g a n i z e d .  Each g r a d e  of t h e  s c h o o l  becomes a m i l i t a r  
company. A company committee is organized  composed of 
workers ,  mi l i t i amen5  m. teakhem and stndknts, . ,  Each company 
is t h e n  broken down i n t o  squads  and p l a t o o n s .  

The first s t a g e  i n  a c t u a l  c u r r i c u l u m  refoi-m occ 
d u r i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  thought  of 
Tse-tung and d a i l y  self-cri t icism s e s s i o n s .  These c l a  
a r e  conducted  by t h e  propaganda team, b u t  t h e  PLA repr 
s e n t a t i v e  is t h e  g e n e r a l  o v e r s e e r  of t h e  p r o c e s s .  Whi l e"  
these i n t e n s i v e  Map-"think c l a s s e s  a r e  be ing  conducted  and 
s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  a r e  be ing  p u t  th rough t h e  self-  
criticism s e s s i o n s ,  c u r r i c u l u m  reform is under taken .  The 
i n i t i a l  c u r r i c u l u m - r e f o r m s  r e p o r t e d  s t a y e d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o '  
t h e  model e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  r u r a l  s c h o o l s .  PLA o r  
mi1itiamen:l t a u g h t  p o l i t i c a l  c o u r s e s ;  workers  l e c t u r e d  
on b a s i c  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  knowledge; f a c t o r y  
a c c o u n t a n t s  t a u g h t  b a s i c  mathematics .  The f u l l - t i m e  
t eache r s - - those  t h a t  remained-taught " r evo lu t iona ry"  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t ,  PLA and m i l i t i a m e n  t a u g h t  m i l i t a r y  
a f f a i r s  and p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  

would be d i s a s t r o u s ,  i n . t e r m s  of p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  un 
v e r s i t y .  On 7 March, however, a People's D a i l y  a r t i c l  
r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
a t  t h e  Canton #61 Middle School  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  first 
b lush  of r e fo rm may n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  reflect t h e  f u t u r e  of' 
C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem.  The argument p r e s e n t e d  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  Mao's d i r e c t i v e  t h a t ,  " i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e i r  s t u d i e s ,  f i t u d e n t s 7  s h o u l d  l e a r n  o t h e r  t h i n g s , "  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  study-of " s o c T a l i s t  cul ture ."  The c u r r i c u l u m  
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l ,  under  t h i s  r ub r i c ,  was developed 
t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  Chinese  language ,  f o r e i g n  languages  (not  
s p e c i f i e d )  , mathematics  "beginning  w i t h  abacus ,  c a l q u l a -  
t i o n  and s u r v e y ; "  p h y s i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  dynamics,  e lectr ic i ty ,  
and " o t h e r  t h ings ; "  b a s i c  c h e m i s t r y ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c h e m i s t r y ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  chemis t ry ,  and n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  c h e m i s t r y . '  

T h i s  p a t t e r n  of c u r r i c u l u m  reform,  i f  it is fo l lowed ,  

- 
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The e x p r e s s e d  pu rpose  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  f o r e i g n  languages  
i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  was " t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  needs  f o r  t h e  
development of s c i e n c e  and t echno logy  and wor ld  revo- 
l u t i o n . "  Not on ly  was t h e  need f o r  s t u d y i n g  s c i e n c e  
and t e c h n o l o g y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  bo th  
i n d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u t  t h e  need t o  s t u d y  f o r e i g n  
l anguages  t o  implement s u c h  s t u d i e s  was a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d .  
The  c l e a r  i m p l i c a t i o n  is t h a t  s t u d e n t s  need t o  s t u d y  
f o r e i g n  l anguages  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a d  f o r e i g n  t e x t s  and j o u r -  
n a l s .  S i n c e  s u c h  s k i l l s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  c o l l e g e  
l e v e l  work, t h e  f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  is t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  
t h i s  s c h o o l  i n  Canton,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t o  be p r e p a r e d  f o r  
u n i v e r s  i t  y work. 

I The r e p o r t  on t h e  Canton #61 Middle Schoo l  i s ,  t o  
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  knowledge, t h e  first and on ly  s u c h  r e p o r t  bf * *  

t h i s  k i n d ,  and most at t h e  r e p o r t i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  stress 
t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  new c u r r i c u l u m .  S t u d e n t s  
and t e a c h e r s  a s  p a r t  of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  process w i l l  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  
b u t  a l s o  i n  nea rby  p r o d u c t i o n  b r i g a d e s .  The manner i n  
which s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  w i l l  d i v i d e  t h e i r  time between 
manual l a b o r  and c l a s s room s t u d i e s  is n o t  y e t  c lear .  
Kwangming D a i l y  on 5 J a n u a r y  described t h e  sys t em be ing  
u s e d  a t  the P e n h s i ,  L iaon ing  P r o v i n c e ,  #14 Middle School ,  
and t h i s  sys t em c o u l d  become s t a n d a r d  p r a c t i c e .  The 
t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  were d iv ided  i n t o  f o u r  g roups ;  one 
group s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  w h i l e  t h e  three o t h e r  groups  
went s e p a r a t e l y  t o  a f a c t o r y ,  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and a l o c a l  
armed f o r c e s  camp f o r  l a b o r  and m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g .  Each 
group s p e n t  one month i n  t h e  p l a n t ,  two weeks on a commune, 
and two weeks w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  armed forces. The propaganda 
team d iv ided  up  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  g roups .  

Pr imary  Schoo l s  

P r imary  s c h o o l s  f o l l o w  t h e  same p a t t e r n  of r e fo rm 
a s  t h e  middle  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  there a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  des igned  
t o  meet t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e  and problems of p r imary  
s c h o o l s .  The main d i f f e r e n c e  between p r imary  and middle 
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s c h o o l s  is t h a t  many of t h e  former  a r e  two-sess ion  
s c h o o l s  and many of t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t o o  young t o  per- 
form p h y s i c a l  labor. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e a y ,  pr imary  s c h o o l s  
a r e  be ing  p l a c e d  unde r  t h e  w i n g s  of f a c t o r i e s ,  neighbor-  
hood r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and street committees. The 
f a c t o r y  propaganda team admits members of these commit tees  
i n t o  t h e  pr imary  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d i n g  group,and coop- 
erates w i t h  t h e  ne ighborhood and street commit tees  i n  
o r g a n i z i n g  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c h o o l .  

The c h i l d r e n  are organdzed i n t o  squads ,  p l a t o o n s ,  
and companies a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e s ,  and t h e  "Young 
Red S o l d i e r s "  appear t o  be t h e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  Young 
P i o n e e r s  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t u d e n t  youth  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
The Young Red S o l d i e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s , ! o r g a n -  
ize Mao Tse - tung ' s  t hough t  s e s s i o n s  o u t s i d e  s c h o o l ,  and 
t h e  neighborhood commit tee  p r o v i d e s  space and p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t r u c t o r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Young Red S o l d i e r s  are 
o rgan ized  i n t o  propaganda teams and are r e g u l a r l y  s e n t  
o u t  i n t o  t h e  streets, f a c t o r i e s ,  and r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  take 
p a r t  i n  propaganda a c t i v i t y .  Some r e p o r t s  s t a t e  t h a t  
t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c i p a t e  in manual l a b o r ,  and when 
t h e y  do  t h e y  t a k e  a l o n g  t h e  younger c h i l d r e n .  The teams 
a l s o  have two h o u r s  of organ ized  team a c t i v i t y  each  day ,  
most of which is p a s s e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s o n g - f e s t s  and dances .  

The re  are no  d e t a i l s  on pr imary  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  
re fo rm,  b u t  t h e r e  is n o t  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g o a l s  
and con tean t  d i f f e r  i n  any marked way from middle s c h o o l  
c u r r i c u l a .  Reading and o t h e r  e x e r c i s e s  w i l l  be drawn 
from Mao's w r i t i n g s ,  and whatever  s u b s t a n t i v e  knowledge 
is impar t ed  t o  them w i l l  undoubtedly f o c u s  on i n d u s t r y  
and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  

Half-Work, Half-Study Schoo l s  

Hal$-work, h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  urban  a r e a s  
have come under  t h e  same k i n d  of criticism l e v e l e d  a t  t h e  
r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o l s .  According t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  i n  
t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  1960 ' s  have ,  "from t h e  v e r y  first day,"  been, . . .  
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undermined by i n d i v i d u a l s  who t a u g h t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
v a l u e  t h e  g o a l s  of "bourgeo i s  t e c h n i c i a n s . "  Mathematics ,  
dynamics,  mechan ica l  drawing and o t h e r  a b s t r a c t  academic 
s u b j e c t s  t ook  p recedence  over  Mao's t hough t  and po l i t i c s .  

The propaganda teams from t h e  f a c t o r i e s  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
these s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  PLA, purged t h e  
r a n k s  of t h e  teachers and began t o  r e t u r n  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Curr icu lum re fo rm invo lved  
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  v o c a t i o n a l  c l a s s e s ,  and 
t h e  emphas is  of v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  was complemented by 
t h e  s t a t e d  c o n c e r n  of a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  workers  
who a t t e n d e d  t h e  s c h o o l s  would r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s  
when t h e y  had comple ted  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  Usua l ly  t h e  c o u r s e  
conduc ted  a t  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l  was c u t  i n  
h a l f ,  and m o d i f i c a t i o n s  were i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a s s u r e  a h i g h  
level  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  

f o l l o w s  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  when t h e  s c h o o l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  
They a r e  t o  recrui t  from m i d d l e  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s ,  o r  
from workers  engaged i n  t h e  same a r e a s  covered  by t h e  
s c h o o l s '  c u r r i c u l a .  Middle s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s ,  however, 
must work in t h e  f a c t o r y  t o  which  t h e  s c h o o l  i d  a t t ached  
f o r  three t o  six months p r i o r  t o  beg inn ing  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  

Pr imary  emphasis  i n  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  
s c h o o l s  is on a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s  t h a t  became common 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  and p e r h a p s  
n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  s o u g h t  better educa ted  s t u d e n t s  
and began t o  emphasize c l a s s room s t u d i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
i n t e g r a t i n g  these s t u d d e s  w i t h  a c t u a l  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n  
problems.  I t  is e v e n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  some s c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
r e s e a r c h  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  qnd more*and morel the I p c a t i o n a 1  t r a i n i n g  
f o c u s  of t h e  s c h o o l s  began t o  f a d e  away. T h i s  p robab ly  
is an  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of developments  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  
p l a n t s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Shanghai  Machine Tool  P l a n t  d i scussed  
above,  where  advanced c o u r s e s  would be an i d e a l  way t o  
deve lop  t e c h n i c i a n s  c a p a b l e  of c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  p lan t ' s  
research c a p a c i t y  . 

Enro l lmen t  f o r  t h e  half-work,  h a l f - s t u d y  s c h o o l s  
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Urban Schoo l s :  Summary 

The h i g h l y  p o l i t i c i z e d  and narrow v o c a t i o n a l  c u r -  
r i c u l a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  press and p r o v i n c i a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  broadcasts f o l l o w  Mao's p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  
toward t h e  t y p e  of e d u c a t i o n  m o s t  s u i t ab le  f o r  c r e a t i n g  
t h e  new Ch inese  man. His a m b i t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mao's 
f i a t ,  are t o  be narrowed by c r e a t i n g  a sys t em t h a t  a lmost  
e x p l i c i t l y  s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  and t h e  commune are 
t o  be h i s  u l t i m a t e  end.  Nevertheless, t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  
Canton #61 Middle Schoo l  p r o v i d e s  s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e  t o  
s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  some s c h o o l s  w i l l  i n  fact  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  
f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  '*. 

t h a t  many Ch inese  s t u d e n t s  s o u g h t  a u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n .  
C e r t a i n l y  by t h e  t i m e  a s t u d e n t  had e n t e r e d  s e n i o r  middle  
s c h o o l  his s i g h t s  would be set  on a u n i v e r s i t y .  Whether 
o r  n o t  t h e  new c u r r i c u l a  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  
i n  f ac t  lower  t h e  a m b i t i o n s  of a s t u d e n t  is a m a t b e r  of 
c o n j e c t u r e ,  bu t  there is no doubt  t h a t  one of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  
of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em is t o  change  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  
of t h e  s t u d e n t .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  there is no doubt 

If t h e  p o l i c i e s  now be ing  appl ied  are implemented 
w i t h  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  effects t h e y  w i l l  have 
on highkm..-meducation, t h e n  even i f  s t u d e n t s  are admit ted 
t o  a u n i v e r s i t y  t h e y  w i l l  be f a r  from a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d ,  
even  by C h i n e s e . s t a n d a r d s .  The re  is t h e  d i s t i n c t  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y ,  however, t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e n i o r  middle  s c h o o l s  
w i l l  emerge whose p r imary  f u n c t i o n  w i l l  be t o  p r e p a r e  
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  however, t h e  
d a t a  do  n o t  pe rmi t  u s  t o  m a k e  any firm judgements .  

-82- 

I I 



. .  

! .  

I '. . 
I .  

, .  

! 

I .  

c 

' 111. CONCLUSIONS 
I 

AND SPECULATIONS I 

The c u r r e n t  reforms s e m  rom Mao's longs,and,ng 
d i s t r u s t  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  T h i s  d i s t r u s t  is based  
upon Mao's p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  as a n  elEte 
s t r u c t u r e  compet ing  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  f o r  a l e a d e r s h i p  ro le  
i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  Ch inese  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
h a s  s e e n  h i m s e l f  as a member of a n  e l i t e ,  and i n  imper i a l  
t i m e s  t h i s  e l i t e  d i d  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  s t a t e  and have t h e  
predominant  leadership role  i n  s o c i e t y .  An e n d u r i n g  v a l u e  
of t h e  s o c i e t y  was, and is, t o  u s e  t h e  academic ladder  
f o r  social  and p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i t y .  

t h e  Ch inese  Communist P a r t y  se t  i t se l f  t h e  tasks  of 
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  t h e  s t a t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  i t  
created a new p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and fundamen ta l ly  recast  
t h e  socia1,system. 
o b v i o u s  g o a l ,  and t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  was d e s i g n e d  
t o  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  P a r t y .  Revolu- 
t i o n i z i n g  s o c i e t y ,  however, was t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  goal 
t o  a c h i e v e  because  i t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of some 
of t h e  major v a l u e s  of t h e  soc ie ty .  I t  was t h i s  g o a l  
t h a t  was t o  complicate t h e  achievement  of t h e  g o a l s  s e t  
f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic s y s t e m s .  

After g a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  of t h e  mainland i n  1949,  

Rap id  economic development was an  

The process of e d u c a t i o n  became a major target of 
reforms, fo r  i t  was t o  be used  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  tool  fo r  
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e  and be t h e  s o u r c e  of 
"worthy s u c c e s s o r s t t  t o  Mao's r e v o l u t i o n .  However, t h e  
goal of r a p i d  economic development was a l so  t o  be sough t  
t h rough  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  p roduc t s  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m ,  and  t h u s  t h e  two f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m  r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n f l i c t i n g  goals and pol ic ies .  On 
t h e  one hand t h e  s t a t e  needed t o  produce  large numbers 
of s c i e n t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
and o ther  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  b u i l d  and s u p e r v i s e  an advanced 
i n d u s t r i a l  s ta te ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  
leadership was demanding a l o y a l t y  t o  Mao and t h e  P a r t y  
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t h a t  approached  a demand fo r  f a n a t i c i s m .  The r e s u l t  of 
these c o n f l i c t i n g  demands was an  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em t h a t  
compromised academic achievement i n , f a v o r  of i n t e n s e  
p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  

c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  v a r i e d ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  t h r e s h o l d  p r io r  t o  
$he c u r r e n t  per iod b e i n g  ach ieved  d u r i n g  t h e  Great Leap 
F'brward of 1958-1960. Indeed ,  many of t h e  c u r r e n t  reforms 
c a n  be trac.$d back t o  t h i s  period. Fo l lowing  t h e  Grea t  
Leap Forplard, there was a per iod of r e t r e n c h m e n t  i n  wh ich  
*he e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  was d i r e c t e d  t o  r e c o v e r  some of 
t h e  ground i t  had l o s t  d u r i n g  those d i s a s t r o u s  years. 
I n  1963-66, however, Mao r e v i v e d ,  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  reform 
g o a l s  and na t ion-wide  e x p e r i m e n t s  were conducted  i n  t h e  
development o f  v o c a t i o n a l  h i g h  schools and v o c a t i o n a l l y -  
o r i e n t e d  college l e v e l  c o u r s e s .  Dur ing  t h i s  period pre- 
c e e d i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  there was a n  attempt t o  
create a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i v i d e d  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  two groups .  The b r i g h t e r  s t u d e n t s  
went t h rough  t h e  f u l l - t i m e  e d u c a t i o n  process t h a t  c u l -  
mina ted  i n  advanced u n i v e r s i t y  d e g r e e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  less 
t a l e n t e d  were c h a n n e l l e d  th rough  a v o c a t i o n a l  process 
t h a t  combined classroom s t u d i e s  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  I n  indus-  
t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  d u a l  s y s t e m  was 
t o  become a target  of Mao's w r a t h ,  p r i m a r i l y  because ,  i n  
biao's e y e s ,  it sti l l  produced i n t e l l e c t u a l  a r i s toc ra t s  
of dub ious  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  and t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  
produced by t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  sys t em were a b s o r b i n g  "bourgeois" 
v a l u e s  from t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s  I n  t h e  classrooms. I n  Mao's 
view, t h e  problem of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  had y e t  t o  
be s o l v e d .  

The i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  demands on t h e  edu- 

The reforms i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
bear Mao's mark; his f e a r s  and p e r c e p t i o n s  are t h e  s o u r c e  
of t h e  c u r r e n t  " e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Once a g a i n  t h e  
academic c o n t e n t  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em h a s  been 
s a c r i f i c e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  goals of c r e a t i n g  a new Ch inese  
man. The u s e  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  
t h e  v a l u e s  of C h i n a ' s  youth h a s ,  as  i n  t h e  p a s t ;  been 
combined w i t h  a n  i n t e n s i v e  campaign t o  " r eeduca te"  t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The process of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
his s t r u c k  a s e v e r e  blow t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  and h a s  
nade t h e  l i f e  of a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a p o l i t i c a l l y  dange rous  
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g o a l .  For  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  even  i f  he s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  
harbor academic e x c e l l e n c e  and t h e  l i f e  of a n  academic 
as p e r s o n a l  goals ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  of a c h i e v i n g  a u n i s e r -  
s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  are extremely poor. The new system is 
d e s i g n e d  t o  f o c u s  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  goals on ,  a t  best ,  t h e  
ro le  of a t e c h n i c i a n  i n  a f a c t o r y  or on a r u r a l  commune. 
The re  is no c l e a r  p i c t u r e  e v o l v i n g  of t h e  f u t u r e  Ch inese  
u n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  i t  is q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  fo r  a y e a r  or so 
a t  l ea s t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of some i n s t i t u t i o n s  con- 
c e n t r a t i n g  on  spec ia l t ies  deemed e s s e n t i a l  by  t h e  regime, 
i t  w i l l  p roduce  o n l y  h i g h e r  t e c h n i c i a n s .  Admit tance  t o  
a u n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  v e r y  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  bona 
f i d e s ,  and c l a s s  background w i l l  p rove  t o  be a n  extremely 
i m p o r t a n t  and r i g i d l y  app l i ed  c r i t e r i o n .  

- 

Even assuming progress toward a u n i v e r s i t y  degree, 
t h e  s t u d e n t  w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  progress a n  e x t r e m e l y  a rduous  
e x p e r i e n c e  i f  c u r r e n t  reforms are r i g i d l y  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
implemented. P h y s i c a l  labor  i n  s e c o n d a r y  schools w i l l  
be followed by a per iod of one ,  two, or three y e a r s  of 
manual l a b o r  p r ior  t o  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  a u n i v e r s i t y .  Thus 
a s t u d e n t ' s  a m b i t i o n s  would have to  be extremely s t r o n g  
i f  h e  were t o  attempt t o  cl imb t h e  academic l a d d e r  of 
s u c c e s s .  

The re  are,  however, some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  ex- 
treme aspects of t h e  c u r r e n t  reforms are b e g i n n i n g  to  be 
modified.  Articles and e d i t o r i a l s  i n  t h e  press s i n c e  
l a s t  F e b r u a r y  have stressed t h e  c o n c e p t  t h a t  " i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
must be g i v e n  a way o u t , "  and  t h a t  Mao's t e a c h i n g s  o n  
t h i s  have a lways  been clear. ipw kngming.Daily on  27 Febru- 
a r y  wrote: 

Chairman Mao teaches us: 'The great m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  of o u r  c o u n t r y  are w i l l -  
i n g  t o  be p r o g r e s s i v e  and t o  reform themse lves ,  
and c a n  be re formed.  ' 

Nanfang D a i l y  of Canton o n  27 March e d i t o r i a l i z e d :  

Some i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i t h  problems i n  t h e i r  
academic t h i n k i n g  may n o t  be ostracized 
so l o n g  a s  t h e y  s t i l l  s u p p o r t  socialism 
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p o l i t i c a l l y  and are  w i l l i n g  t o  follow 
Chairman Mao t o  make r e v o l u t i o n .  
u s e f u l  knowledge is t o  be u t i l i z e d  t o  
S e r v e  socialism. (Emphasis added) 

- T h e i r  

S t r e s s i n g  t h e  l o n g ,  drawn o u t  process of ? ' r eeduca t ion" ,  
t h e  e d i t o r i a l  c o n t i n u e d :  

I t  is u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  
[ i n t e l l e c t u a l s ]  o l d  i d e a s  and work s t y l e s  

w i l l  be  c o m p l e t e l y  changed a f t e r  t h e y  
have a t t e n d e d  a f e w  m e e t i n g s  or gone t o  
r u r a l  areas once  or twice. 

The t h r u s t  of t h e  c p o l i c y  is s t i l l  c l e a r l y  aimed a t  "re- 
educa t ion" ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  are n o t  t o  be forced 
i n t o  immediate " t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  is 
c l e a r l y  s ta ted  t h a t  t h e i r  knowledge is t o  be u t i l i z e d .  
I n  view of t h e  cacophony of propaganda p r a i s i n g  t h e  
i n v e n t i v e n e s s  of t h e  w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s ,  and t h e i r  
osmotic i n s p i r a t i o n  from Mao Tse-tung, s u c h  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
may p r e s a g e  a r e l a x a t i o n  of pol icy .  

b e i n g  directed a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The t e r r o r i z i n g  of t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and t h e  f r o n t a l  a s s a u l t  on t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys t em have raised d o u b t s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  as  t o  t h e  
v i a b i l i t y  of an  academic career and t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of 
e d u c a t i o h .  The press h a s  begun t o  r e spond  t o  these 
doub t s .  S h a n g h a i ' s  i n f l u e n t i a l  Wen Hui Pao on 18 March 
p u b l i s h e d  a n  e d i t o r i a l  on  e d u c a t E  d i r e s y  c o n f r o n t i n g  
t h e  s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  effect  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  on e d u c a t i o n :  

Similar c u r r e n t s  of propaganda c a n  be obse rved  

I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  there is 
a lso  a need t o  c r i t i c ize  t h e  c o n c e p t  of 'You 
w i l l  get  n o t h i n g  o u t  of s t u d y . '  T h i s  is b u t  
a n o t h e r  form of t h e  c o n c e p t  of ' s t u d y i n g  t o  
become a n  o f f i c i a l , '  and ,  s i m i l a r l y ,  i t  is a 
b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y .  Some people, con tamina ted  
by L iu  Shao-ch i ' s  f a l l a c y  of ' s t u d y i n g  t o  
become a n  o f f i c i a l ,  ' have the single interest 
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of  becoming o f f i c i a l s  and becoming r i c h .  
They u s e  books as t h e  r u n g s  of a l a d d e r  
t o  cl imb upward. F i n d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  road 
has been blocked, t h e y  have swung f r o m  one  
extreme t o  another. D i s p i r i t e d ,  t h e y  
s p r e a d  s u c h  f a l l a c i e s  as ' A t t e n d i n g  uni -  
v e r s i t i e s  is an e r r o r  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
S i n c e  w e  w i l l  have t o  do manual work, what 
is t h e  u s e  of s t u d y i n g .  

The e d i t o r i a l  obse rved  t h a t  " s tudy  is still  t h e  t h i n g  when 
we e n t e r  a school, b u t  i t  depends on how you go about 
doing  i t ."  S t u d i e s  are t o  s e r v e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e  e d i t o r i a l ,  b u t  t h e  s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n  
h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  o r i e n t e d  goals.  

T h i s  s o f t e n i n g  of t h e  po l ic ies  d i r e c t e d  toward 
e d u c a t i o n  h a s  n o t  been  reflected i n  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  
reform of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  are 
i n d i c a t i o n s  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  lack of progress 
toward e d u c a t i o n a l  reform i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  L ibera-  
t i o n  D a i l y  on  30 March pub l i shed  an  e d i t o r i a l  co-ng 
t h e  u m s i t i e s ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  propaganda 'teams t h a t  t h e  
t i m e  had come to:  

... b o l d l y  e x p l o r e ,  cou rageous ly  implement,  
and do o u r  best t o  de te rmine  c o n c r e t e  
methods on how t o  r u n  t h e  p h y s i c s ,  eng inee r -  
i n g ,  medical, and human i t i e s  depa r tmen t s  
of s o c i a l i s t  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

n 

E v i d e n t l y  t h e  pu rge  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  has  been s l o w i n g  
down progress  toward t h e  development of model u n i v e r s i t i e s  
des igned  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  k i n d s  of programs t h e  new 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  s h o u l d  be c r e a t i n g .  Wen Hui Pao on 29 March 
sugges t ed  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m s x u m b F g r a e p e d "  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  "we are p u r i f y i n g  c l a s s  r a n k s . 1 1  
The emphasis  i n  these and o t h e r  e d i t o r i a l s  is on p u t t i n g  
c o n c r e t e  reforms i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  but t h u s  f a r  we have no 
i n d i c a t o r s  beyond t h e  Tungchi U n i v e r s i t y  and Shanghai  
Machine Tool P l a n t  expe r imen t s  s u g g e s t i n g  what modi f ica-  
t ions  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  be made and how t h e y  w i l l  be imple- 
mented. 
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The effect of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on C h i n a ' s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em and t h e  cos t s  of t h i g  effect t o  China 
are e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  impossible, t o  measure.  
By June of t h i s  y e a r  C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  system w i l l  have 
been  o u t  of p r o d u c t i o n  for  three f u l l  y e a r s ,  and there 
are i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  may r ema in  closed 
for  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  two y e a r s .  Although t h e  classes of 
1967 and 1968 have been  ' lg raduated t l - - the  s t a t u s  of t h e  
'69 c l a s s  is unclear- they have n o t  comple ted  t h e i r  un i -  
v e r s i t y  o r  h i g h  school r e q u i r e m e n t s .  Assuming a f i v e  
year program, t h e  class of 1968 w i l l  have completed three 
years' t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  c l a s s  of 1967 f o u r  y e a r s ,  and t h e  
c l a s s  of 1969, i f  i t  is g r a d u a t e d ,  w i l l  have completed 
o n l y  two y e a r s '  t r a i n i n g .  Fo r  three years t h e  u n i v e r s i -  
t i e s  have  f a i l e d  t o  e n r o l l  any  new s t u d e n t s ,  and i t  is * 

possible t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  be e n r o l l e d  t h i s  s p r i n g  ' I . '  

for classes b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l .  China  h a s  "graduated" 
between 340,000 and 510,000 s t u d e n t s  who have n o t  com- 
p le t ed  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  assuming a gradua- 
t i o n  of 170,000 s t u d e n t s  from i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  each y e a r .  The number of midd le  school s t u d e n t s  
"g radua ted f1  r u n s  i n t o .  t h e  m i l l i o n s .  

Break ing  down t h e  340,000 base, 131,000 would be 
e n g i n e e r s ,  42,600 would be i n  m e d i c i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  h e a l t h  
s c i e n c e s  and pharmacy, 28 ,800  would be i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
f i e l d s ,  17,000 would be i n  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e  f i e l d s ,  
42,600 would be i n  economics,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  f o r e i g n  
l anguages  and o the r  f i e l d s .  Assuming t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  dQ n o t  recruit  s t u d e n t s  for  t h e  
coming y e a r ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em w i l l  have f a i l ed  t o  
g r a d u a t e  approx ima te ly  680,000 s t u d e n t s  on  time, and a t  
I minimum t h e  f i g u r e  w i l l  be a round 510,000. 

The number of l i v i n g  g r a d u a t e s  of h i g h e r  educa- 
t i o n  i n  1966 was estimated t o  be 1 ,879 ,000 .  Thus t h e  
x l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  has  cost China ,  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  a n  add i -  
t i o n  of o n e - t h i r d  t o  its h ighe r  e d u c a t i o n  g r a d u a t e s .  
rhe s i g n i f i c a n c e  of these f i g u r e s  is impossible t o  
3 v a l u a t e  w i t h  any d e g r e e  of p r e c i s i o n .  I t  c a n  be a rgued  
t h a t  China  was p roduc ing  more u n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e s  t h a n  
Lt c o u l d  u s e f u l l y  employ p r io r  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  
therefore,  t h e  numer i ca l  cost desc r ibed  above is n o t  too I 

I 
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s i g n i f i c a n t .  Fu r the rmore ,  55 p e r c e n t  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n i c a l  g r a d u a t e s  were produced i n  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  
p e r i o d  1962-66; therefore, t h e y  are q u i t e  young and t h e  
d e a t h  ra te  is c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  low. T h i s  characterist ic,  
however, h a s  t o  be m o d i f i e d  by t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
a v e r a g e  age of competent research and e n g i n e e r i n g  leaders 
is h i g h e r  t h a n  we would expect because  of t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
dependence upon older s c i e n t i s t s  and e n g i n e e r s  t r a i n e d  
i n  Europe and t h e  Uni ted  States  and s c i e n t i s t s  t r a i n e d  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, The b u f f e r  t h a t  t h e  charac te r i s t ic  
of you th  p r o v i d e s  for  China is, t h u s ,  n o t  as e f f e c t i v e  
as i t  might  appea r  t o  be. 

costs  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  revolu t ion- -Ph .D. - leve l  s c i e n t i s t s .  
Data o n  Ch ina '  s p o s t - g r a d u a t e  t r a i n i n g  are extremely 
s c a n t y ,  b u t  i t  h a s  been estimated t h a t  by 1970 China 
would have produced some 6 , 5 0 0  Ph.D.-level s c i e n t i s t s ,  
The c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  reduce  t h i s  number 
t o  some 3,000. Thus t h e  bu rden  o n  C h i n a ' s  older European 
and U.S. t r a i n e d  s c i e n t i s t s  and  t h e  Russ i an  t r a i n e d  
special is ts  w i l l  n o t  be r educed  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  
m i g h t  have  been ,  and t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of C h i n a ' s  research 
c a p a c i t y  h a s  been  s e v e r e l y  1imited.i  

e d u c a t i o n  and i ts  cos ts  t o  C h i n a ' s  n a t i o n a l  development 
g o a l s  s e e n  i n  terms of i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
growth, and research and development  capaci ty  is also 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge .  To some e x t e n t ,  t h i s  impact w i l l  
be cush ioned  by t h e  youth  8f C h i n a ' s  body of h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  g r a d u a t e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  c u s h i o n  w i l l  
lose its e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  s u c h  as  i t  is, i f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
reforms are pursued  w i t h  v i g o r  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  or so. 
I t  is still  poss ib l e  for China  t o  seek i ts  n a t i o n a l  
d e f e n s e - r e l a t e d  g o a l s  by a l l o c a t i n g  teams of s c i e n t i s t s  
t o  projects s u c h  as s p e c i a l  weapons development,  b u t  
s u c h  a d e c i s i o n  draws from a pool of s c i e n t i f i c  minds 
t h a t  is q u i t e  small. By a l l o c a t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  t o  n u c l e a r  
wdapons and d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s ,  for example, t h e  regime 
c a n n o t  b u t  avo id  r e d u c i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  appl icable  t o  
other ,  p e r h a p s  e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  deve lopmenta l  prob- 
l e m s  s u c h  as n u c l e a r  power s o u r c e s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e  
and s c i e n t i f i c  approaches  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development,  

The l a t te r  q u e s t i o n  raises one  of t h e  more s e r i o u s  

The o v e r a l l  impact of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on  
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Although i t  is poss ib l e  f o r  China  t o  a d j u s t  its 
n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e - r e l a t e d  projects  t o  a lower expans ion  
r,ate of s c i e n t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  ma themat i c i ans ,  e t c . ,  a t  
t h e  expense  of other  areas of n a t i o n a l  development ,  t h e  
more abs t rac t  costs  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem may be 
more d i f f i c u l t  t o  correct.  The r e i g n  of terror # t h a t  
has  been i n f l i c t e d  on C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem and , 
lrts research s t r u c t u r e  h a s  l e f t  a r e s i d u e  of fear among 
%he  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and serious doub t s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s  
as t o  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  of a n  academic career. I t  s h o u l d  
a l s o  be obse rved ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  first 
t f m e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and a s p i r a n t s  fo r  a p l ace  
i n  t h i s  s t r a t u m  have come under  a t tack.  Mao h a s  neve r  
d i s g u i s e d  h i s  d i e t r u s t  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  and t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  h a s  been  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n t e n s e " p p l i t i c a 1  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  f o r  some twenty y e a r s .  Our s o u r c e s  in -  
d i ca t e  t h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  h a s  developed a psychological 
d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  most extreme e f f o r t s  of t h e  regime, 
p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  form of @ i s s i m u l a t i o n .  The campaign 
s t y l e  of p o l i t i c s  h a s  l e d  t o  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  b e h a v i o r  
p a t t e r n  t h a t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  lead to  a p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  permi ts  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  await, 
i n  h i s  e y e s ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e l a x a t i o n  of t h e  po l ic ies ,  
o r  a t  least  a less v i g o r o u s  implementa t ion  of t h e  
p o l i c i e s  of reform. 

The impact  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on t h e  i n -  
t e l l i g e n t s i a  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  c a n n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  be 
de termined .  The n a t i d n a l  and r e g i o n a l  p r e s s  g i v e  i n d i -  
c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  are d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and q u e s t i o n  
t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of a u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n ,  and have grave 
doub t s  abou t  p roceed ing  a l o n g  t h e  academic p a t h .  If t h e  
c u r r e n t  po l ic ies  are  r i g i d l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  C h i n a ' s  you th  
w i l l  be r e l u c t a n t  t o  choose t h e  academic l a d d e r .  I t  I s  
more l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n d i c a t o r s  re f lec t  
EL m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i c y ,  and t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  p e r c e i v e  t h e  c u r r e n t  extremes as a 
s h o r t  r a n g e  t a c t i c a l  e f fo r t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  is appa ren t  
t h a t  Mao's v iews  and o b j e c t i v e s  have n o t  changed.  The 
po l i t i ca l  demands on  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
b e  h i g h ,  b u t  t h e  awareness  of t h e  " r u l e s  of t h e  game" 
#ill t e n d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  a c t u a l  impact of t h e  reforms. 



Ndne the le s s ; '  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  'of ' m i l l i o n s  of Red Guards 
w i l l  reemphasize f o r  them t h e  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of regime 
p o l i c y .  T h e i r  new s t a t u s  is c o n s i d e r a b l y  below t h a t  wh ich  
t h e y  p robab ly  expected from t h e i r  e a r l i e r  r o l e  a s  Mao's 

i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  M 80's C h i  na w i l l  almost c e r t a i n l y  be- 
come more common a s  t h e  months pass. Prior t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  C h i n a ' s  you th  had l i t t l e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a pro- 
d u c t i v e  l i f e ;  now t h e y  probably have even  less. For many 
of C h i n a ' s  y o u t h ,  t h e  ladder  of s u c c e s s  was e i ther  t h e  
P a r t y  or  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  The P a r t y  h a s  y e t  t o  be r e b u i l t ,  
and t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and research u n i t s  a r e  still b e i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n i z e d .  P e r c e p t i o n  of these t w o  s t r u c t u r e s  a s  
career goals w i l l  depend t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  on f u t u r e  de- 
velopments  w i t h i n  them. For t h e  most p a r t ,  most s t u d e n t s  
c e r t a i n l y  fear  a l i f e  of s e r v i t u d e  on t h e  commune o r  in 
a f a c t o r y  w i t h  no clear way of a v o i d i n g  such  a f a t e ,  
except p o s s i b l y  th rough  a career i n  t h e  People 's  Libera- 
t i o n  Army. 

vanguard.  I I d i s -  
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