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MAO' S "CULTURAL REVOLUTION'' : O R I G I N  AND DEVELOPMENT 

T h i s  work ing  p a p e r  of  t h e  D D / i  S p e c i a l  Resea rch  
S t a f f  is a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of C h i n a ' s  
"great p r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  I t  p r e s e n t s  t h e  
t h e s i s  t h a t  C h i n a ' s  * l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  is i n  r e a l i t y  
a l T p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  d e s i g n e d  by  Mao Tse- tung  t o  t e s t  
t h e  e n t i r e  a p p a r a t u s  of power ( p a r t y ,  government and a r m y )  
i n  Communist China and t o  purge  i t  of a l l  found g u i l t y  of 
oppos ing  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  and h i s  programs.  

C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  thesis  is t h e  view t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n  
of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  must be t r a c e d  to  t h e  "three 
y e a r s  of economic h a r d s h i p s "  from 1959-1962 when l a r g e  
numbers of C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y ,  government and  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  became d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  Mao's l e a d e r s h i p  fo l low-  
i n g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of  h i s  r a d i c a l  " g r e a t  l e a p  forward" and 
commune programs.  The f a i l u r e  of t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  
campaign i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  t o  a c h i e v e  its 
o b j e c t i v e s  of  f e r r e t i n g  o u t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o ,  and a r o u s i n g  

h e i g h t e n  Mao's s u s p i c i o n s  of t h e  l o y a l t y  and e f f i c a c y  of 
h i s  t o p  p a r t y  l i e u t e n a n t s  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  o f  t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  a s  a w h o l e .  The l a u n c h i n g  of t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965,  t h e n ,  is viewed 
a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  
campaign i n  p u r s u i t  of t h e  same g o a l s ,  b u t  unde r  new manage- I 

ment (Lin P i a 0  and o thers  on Mao's new t eam) ,  employing  
new methods  ( s y s t e m a t i c  terror and v i o l e n c e )  and d i r ec t ed  
p r i m a r i l y  a t  "old r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ' *  and " h i g h - l e v e l t T  c a d r e s  
h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of Mae's programs.  

I 

i mass s u p p o r t  f o r ,  h i s  p o l i c i e s  and programs s e r v e d  t o  
j 

i 

Fol lowing  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  background,  t h i s  s t u d y  
t h e n  t r a c e s  t h e  development  of t h e  "cu1  t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n l l  
t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  from t h e  f a l l  of 1965 t o  t h e  summer 
of 1967. A t  e a c h  s t age ,  Mao is s e e n  a s  t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a -  
t i v e  and ,  moreover ,  a s  s u c c e e d i n g  i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  a n  ever- 
widening  c i r c l e  of " o l d  comradesq1 ad judged  g u i l t y  of op- 
p o s i n g  h i s  w i l l ,  many found g u i l t y  of o p p o s i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i t s e l f .  D e s p i t e  s u c c e s s  i n  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  
p h a s e ,  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  t u r m o i l  and d i s o r d e r  i n  Communist 

! China makes c l e a r  t h a t  Mao is st i l l  f a r  f rom a c h i e v i n g  
I 
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I i h e  b a s i c  goal  of' h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  c r e a t i o n  

of a r e v i t a l i z e d  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y ,  government and 
army s t a f f e d  by d e v o t e d  and t r u s t w o r t h y  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s u c c e s s o r s .  

T h i s  p a p e r  p r e s e n t s  a working  t h e s i s  a g a i n s t  which 
o t h e r  a n a l y s t s  may t e s t  t h e i r  own; i t  does n o t  r e f l e c t  
a n  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Directorate of I n t e l l i g e n c e .  
The c o n c l u s i o n s  e x p r e s s e d ,  some of  w h i c h  a r e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  
a r e  s o l e l y  t h o s e  of t h e  a u t h o r ,  P h i l i p  L. Bridgham. The 
DDI/SRS would welcome comments on t h i s  p a p e r ,  a d d r e s s e d  
t o  e i the r  the a u t h o r  or t h e  A c t i n g  C h i e f  of t h e  S t a f f ,  
r----l 
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MAO' S "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" : ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT 

Summary 

With t h e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  16 May 1966 
c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  a t t a c k i n g  Peng Chen, t h e  C h i -  
nese  Communists have p rov ided  a document of fundamen ta l  
impor t ance  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  and o b j e c t i v e s  of 
Mao. T s e - t u n g ' s  f l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  H a i l e d  a s  a 
"great M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  document. .  . [whichl],  . . p u t  fo rward  
t h e  t h e o r y ,  l i n e ,  p r i n c i p l e s  and p o l i c i e s  of t h e  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , ? '  i t  r e v e a l s  what  sub-  
s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  have  a l r e a d y  made a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r - - t h a t  
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  is i n  r e a l i t y  a " p o l i t i c a l  revo-  
l u t i o n "  d e s i g n e d  t o  tes t  and pu rge  t h e  e n t i r e  a p p a r a t u s  
of power ( p a r t y ,  government and army) i n  Communist China 
of a l l  found g u i l t y  of oppos ing  Mao Tse-tung.  A s  t h i s  
document makes c lear ,  Mao a n t i c i p a t e d  from t h e  o u t s e t  
t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  would be both comprehens ive  and l a r g e .  

D i s l o y a l t y ,  d i s a f f e c t i o n  and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao Tse- 
t u n g ' s  t hough t - - these  would be t h e  b a s i c  charges h u r l e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  v i c t i m s  c a u g h t  u p  i n  t h e  mammoth pu rge  known 
a s  t h e  ttkreat p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ? '  
t h e n ,  t h a t  any  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Mao's 
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  must c o n c e r n  i t se l f  w i t h  t w o  s e p a r a t e  
h u t  r e l a t e d  themes:  (1) the  c a u s e s  f o r  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n -  
ment i n  Mao's po l i c i e s  and programs of large numbers o f  
Ch inese  Communist p a r t y ,  government and m i l i t a r y  leaders;  
and (2) t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  awareness  by Mao (and a s m a l l  
coter ie  of t r u s t e d  a d v i s e r s )  of t h e  e x t e n t  of t h i s  d i s i l -  
l u s i o n m e n t ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 
1965 t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  and v i o l e n t  p a r t y  
purge  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  world Communist movement. 

I t  fol lows,  

I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  main c o n c i u s i o n s  of t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  
r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a r e  
a s  fol lows:  (1) t h a t  i ts p o i n t  of  o r i g i n  was t h e  Lushan 
c e n t r a l  committee plenum i n  mid-1959 when t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  

I 



I 

of  Mao's r a d i c a l  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  was sub-  
j ec ted  to a t t a c k  by t h e  t h e n  M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  Defense  
Peng Te-huai ;  (2) t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  e n s u i n g  three 
y e a r  p e r i o d  ( f e a t u r i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  w i t h d r a w a l  of t e c h -  
n i c i a n s  and t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  "grea t  l e a p  forwardq7 and 
commune programs)  l a r g e l y  demons t r a t ed  t h a t  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  
d e b a t e  Peng had been  r i g h t  and Mao had been wrong; (3) t h a t  
t h e  r e s u l t i n g  crisis of c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Mao's l e a d e r s h i p ,  
first r e f l e c t e d  by C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  permeated t h e  
r a n k s  of t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  u p  t o  and i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ;  (4) t h a t  t h e  
" s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n ' '  campaign i n i t i a t e d  a t  t h e  T e n t h  
Plenum (September 1962)  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of f e r r e t i n g  o u t  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o ,  and a r o u s i n g  mass s u p p o r t  f o r ,  Mao's 
pol ic ies  and programs was ad judged  a f a i l u r e  by  Mao i n  
t h e  w i n t e r  of 1964-65; and (5) t h a t  t h e  i t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  is e s s e n t i a l l y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  I t s o c i a l i s t  edu- 
c a t i o n "  campaign i n  p u r s u i t  of t h e  same g o a l s ,  b u t  unde r  
new management (Lin  P i a 0  and t h e  o t h e r s  on Mao's new t eam) ,  
employing  new methods ( s y s t e m a t i c  terror and  v i o l e n c e ) ,  
and directed p r i m a r i l y  a t  " o l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  and " h i g h  
l e v e l "  c a d r e s  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of Mao's 
programs.  

Mao Is A t t a c k e d  ( J u l y  1959)  

The C h i n e s e  Communist regime conf i rmed  i n  middl966 
what  had a l r e a d y  been  c red ib ly .  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  West-- that  
i n  mid-1959 Peng Te-huai  had mounted a n  a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  
a t t a c k  on Mao's r a d i c a l  domestic and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  a t  
t h e  Lushan Plenum, advanc ing  i n  t h e i r  s t e a d  programs 
f e a t u r i n g  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y ,  economic and t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t -  
a n c e .  The great  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Peng Te-huai  a f f a i r  
f o r  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  1935 Mao's p e r s o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  and 
programs had come under  a t t a c k  by a long- t ime ,  t r u s t e d  
"comrade- in-arms" who, moreover ,  had managed t o  m u s t e r  
s u p p o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p .  

The o r i g i n  of  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , t 1  it is 
b e l i e v e d ,  mus t  be t r a c e d  t o  t h e  shock  and  s e n s e  of b e t r a y a l  
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e x p e r i e n c e d  by Mao Tse- tung  a t  Lushan. I t  is here t h a t  
s e e d s  o f  doub t  c o n c e r n i n g  o t h e r  '?close comrades-in-armsrl  
must  have been p l a n t e d ,  p r o d u c i n g  a n '  i n c i p i e n t  d i s t r u s t  
w h i c h  i n  t i m e  would become t h e  " s i c k l y  susp ic ion" - -a s  Khru- 
shchev  s a i d  of Sta l in - -wh ich  r e c e n t l y  has  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
Mao's a t t i t u d e  and  b e h a v i o r  toward h i s  long- t ime comrades.  
As is now w e l l  documented,  i t  was Mao's  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  
Wu H a n ' s  p l a y  "Hai J u i ' s  D i s m i s s a l "  c o n s t i t u t e d  a d e f e n s e  
of  Peng Te-huai  and  therefore a n  a t t a c k  on him p e r s o n a l l y  
w h i c h  prompted t h e  l a u n c h i n g  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' ?  
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965. 

Mao Retreats  (i959-1962) 

Developments  i n  t h e  t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g , t h e  
Lushan plenum (1959-1962) d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i n  i m p o r t a n t  
respects, i n  t h e  g r e a t  d e b a t e  o v e r  domestic and f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  staged a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  m e e t i n g ,  Peng Te-huai had 
been r i g h t  and Mao Tse- tung had been wrong. The combined 
e f fec t  of i r r a t i o n a l  economic p o l i c y ,  s u c c e s s i v e  bad h a r -  
v e s t s  and the  S o v i e t  wi thdrawal  of  t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  sum- 
mer of 1960 d e a l t  Mao's "great l e a p  forward" program of 
economic development  a s h a t t e r i n g  blow. Conf ron ted  w i t h  
t h e  t h r e a t  of economic and p o l i t i c a l  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communist regime responded  w i t h  a ser ies  of u r g e n t  cor- 
r e c t i v e  measu res  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1960-1961 and t h e n ,  
r e l u c t a n t l y  and p a i n f u l l y ,  w i t h  e v e n  more d r a s t i c  remedies 
i n  a p e r i o d  of f u r t h e r  r e t r ea t  from mid-1961 t o  mid-1962. 

I n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e ,  a s  t h e  voluminous r e c o r d  
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  has  made c l e a r ,  was r i f e  i n  
China d u r i n g  t h i s  time of t r o u b l e s  i n  1961-1962. D i sa f -  
fected b y  t h e  widesp read  s u f f e r i n g ' c a u s e d  by t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  
"great l e a p  forward" program, a number of C h i n a ' s  l e a d i n g  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  went w e l l  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  of p e r m i s s i b l e  
cri t icism t o  c o m m i t  t h e  most u n f o r g i v a b l e  a c t  of a l l  
- - c r i t i c i z i n g  Mao Tse- tung h i m s e l f .  

Well aware o f  t h e  outcome of t h e  e a r l i e r  e x p e r i -  
ment w i t h  " l i b e r a l i z a t i o n ,  )) Mao s c r i t i c s  i n  1961-1962 
were c a r e f u l  t o  c l o a k  t h e i r  criticism by t h e  u s e  of 



. .  

h i s t o r i c a l  a l l e g o r y ,  of pseudonyms and of Aesopian l anguage .  
As is now well known, Wu H a n ' s  p l a y  " H a i  J u i ' s  D i s m i s s a l , 1 f  
t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  which p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  has  been  ad judged  (and ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d ,  r i g h t l y  s o ) ,  
a s  a n  example of " u s i n g  a n c i e n t  t h i n g s  t o  s a t i r i z e  t h e  
p r e s e n t V 1 - - i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  l i k e n i n g  t h e  case of Peng Te- 
h u a i  t o  t h a t  of  a Ming Dynas ty  o f f i c i a l  who had been un- 
j u s t l y  d i s m i s s e d  by  t h e  Emperor. 

Recen t  Red Guard r e p o r t i n g  of i n t r a - p a r t y  d i s c u s s i o n  
i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1961-1962 r e v e a l s ,  moreover ,  t h a t  t h i s  
crisis of c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Mao's l e a d e r s h i p  ex tended  i n t o  t h e  
r a n k s  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  A s  these reports  show, there were 
basic d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee 
of the p o l i t b u r o  a t  t h i s  t i m e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g r a v i t y  of 
C h i n a ' s  domestic problems and  the  methods t h a t  s h o u l d  be 

Mao and L i n  Pia0 b r e a t h i n g  f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  opt imism,"  and 
a d v o c a t i n g  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of l l p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  
work" a s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e s e  problems.  

I 

I 
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employed t o  cope  w i t h  these problems. On one  s i d e  stood 

Al igned  on t h e  other s ide  o f  t h i s  d e b a t e  were L i u  
Shao-chi ,  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  Chen Yun and  others  who ( t o  
u s e  t h e  metaphor Mao would s u b s e q u e n t l y  employ) stood i n  
t h e  " f i r s t  l i n e "  and were t h u s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  domestic crisis. D i s -  
p a r a g i n g  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  of crisis, Liu  i n s t e a d  a d v o c a t e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
approved ,  a number of "emergency measuresTt  i n  domestic 
p o l i c y  which Mao would s u b s e q u e n t l y  a t t a c k  a s  " r i g h t  
d e v i a t i o n i s m "  once  t h e  c r i s i s  had passed. 

t h e  " t h r e e  y e a r s  of economic h a r d s h i p s f 1  from 1960-1962 were 
a "key p e r i o d f 1  f o r  t e s t i n g  t h e  l lper formancef '  of Communist 
C h i n a ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  terms of its l o y a l t y  and d e v o t i o n  
t o  Mae's po l i c i e s  and programs.  L i n  P i a o ' s  success i n  
r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  and d i s c i p l i n e  and e n s u r i n g  t h e  l o y a l t y  
of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army d u r i n g  a t i m e  o f  n a t i o n a l  
emergency goes f a r  t o  e x p l a i n  why f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  Mao 
Tse- tung  would select  h i m  a s  h i s  d e p u t y  t o  head up t h e  
" g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The record i n -  
d i c a t e s  t h a t  Chou En- l a i  a l s o  l o y a l l y  de fended  Mao a g a i n s t  

A s  Chou E n - l a i  would s u b s e q u e n t l y  t d l l  t h e  Red Guards,  
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b o t h  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  c r i t i c s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  Itkey 
p e r i o d . 1 '  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  per formance  of some 
l e a d e r s  (most n o t a b l y  L iu  Shao-chi)  was such  a s  t o  r a i s e  
s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  i n  Mao's mind a s  t o  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  and  f i t -  
n e s s  t o  s e r v e  a s  h i s  l l r e v o l u  t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s ,  ') 

Mao C o u n t e r a t t a c k s  (1962-1964) 

Al though Mao's i m p o r t a n t  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum 
i n  September  1962 h a s  n o t  been  p u b l i s h e d  in f u l l ,  enough 
is known from e x t r a c t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  major problems 
a d d r e s s e d  i n  h i s  speech--problems w h i c h  remain  a s  c e n t r a l ,  
m o t i v a t i n g  c o n c e r n s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . 1 1  S i n c e  
Mao's domestic and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  had s u f f e r e d  o b v i o u s  
and  s e v e r e  defeats i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t h r e e - y e a r  per iod ,  i t  
was i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  a r a t i o n a l e  be advanced  t o  e x p l a i n  
p a s t  f a i l u r e s  and s i l e n c e  f u t u r e  cr i t ic ism.  T h i s  r a t i o n a l e  
was t o  e x p l a i n  f a i l u r e s  and cr i t ic ism of p a r t y  policies 
a s  l a r g e l y  t h e  handiwork of " f o r e i g n  and  d o m e s t i c  c l a s s  
enemies" a g a i n s t  whose po i sonous  i n f l u e n c e  ( r e v i s i o n i s m )  
i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n o c u l a t e  a l l  classes o f  Ch inese  s o c i e t y  
by means of a mass ive  "educa t ion"  campaign. Of p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t e r e s t  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mao s i n g l e d  o u t  C h i n a ' s  "lead- 
e r s . . . e v e n  o ld  l e a d e r s "  a s  a spec ia l  t a rge t  f o r  t h i s  
campaign--in e f fec t ,  s e r v i n g  n o t i c e  on h i s  o l d  comrades 
i n  arms of t h e  Long March t h a t  t h e y  were no l o n g e r  exempt 
from t h e  p a i n f u l  process of " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  and  " though t  
reform" w h i c h  p r e v i o u s l y  t h e y  had i n f l i c t e d  on t h e i r  s u b -  
o r d i n a t e s .  

The first s t a g e  of  t h i s  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n l l - l l c l a s s  
s t r u g g . l e "  campaign i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962 and ex tend-  
i n g  t o  mid-1964, was r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e r a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  main 
f o c u s  i n  C h i n a ' s  r u r a l  a r e a s  where t h e  " spon taneous  t endency  
t o  c a p i t a l i s m "  had developed  t o  a n  a l a r m i n g  degree. Held 
r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h i s  r e s u r g e n c e  of c a p i t a l i s m ,  r u r a l  c a d r e s  
were now s u b j e c t e d  t o  a " f i v e  a n t i ' s "  campaign,  cha rged  
w i t h  p e r m i t t i n g  " i n d i v i d u a l  f a rming"  and engag ing  i n  cor- 
r u p t i o n .  The a p p e a r a n c e  of a new l l a n t i ' s l '  campaign s i g n i -  
f i e d  a s h i f t  from i d e o l o g i c a l  t o  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e ,  f rom 
p e r s u a s i o n  t o  coercion. 
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A t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e  " soc ia l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  
campaign i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  began t o  f o c u s  on i n i q u i t o u s  
pa r ty  c a d r e s ,  a new campaign i n a u g u r a t e d  i n  t h e  u rban ,  

% modern sector of Ch inese  s o c i e t y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  same d i s -  
t r u s t  of t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and  e f f i c a c y  of p a r t y  cad res  i n  
C h i n a ' s  towns and c i t i e s .  T h i s  was t h e  campaign i n i t i a t e d  
by  hlao 's  c a l l  i n  December 1963 t o  " l e a r n  from t h e  PLA," 
w i t h  a l l  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
China now d i r e c t e d  t o  s t u d y  and e m u l a t e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  
o p e r a t i o n a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  m e t h o d s  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army. A s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e v e a l e d ,  Mao a t  t h i s  

' time ordered a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy " t o  
s t u d :  t h e  methods  of t h e  PLA, e s t a b l i s h  and s t r e n g t h e n  
p o l i t i c a l  work and t h u s  a r o u s e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  
of  t h e  m i l l i o n s  and t e n s  of m i l l i o n s  of c a d r e s  and masses  
on  t h e  economic f r o n t . "  T h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  was followed 
l i t e r a l l y ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1964 w i t h  t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  i n  i n d u s t r i a l ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t r a d e  and f i n a n c e  
and  a l l  government d e p a r t m e n t s  of a p o l i t i c a l  commissar 
s y s t e m  modeled on t h a t  of t h e  PLA,, 

Al though it was d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h e  time t o  g r a s p  t h e  
p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  ne twork ,  t h a t  p u r p o s e  is 
much c l e a r e r  i n  r e t r o s p e c t .  A s  a n  e a r l y ,  v i v i d  e x p r e s s i o n  
of his d i s t r u s t  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i t  
s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Mao had a l r e a d y  dec ided  t h a t  h i s  
p a r t y  was s h o t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  i n c o m p e t e n t s ,  a t  best ,  or 
d i s s i d e n t s ,  a t  w o r s t ,  and r e q u i r e d  a thorough-going  p u r g e .  
I n  f a c t ,  i t  was j u s t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1964 
t h a t  Mao i s s u e d  a g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e  c r i t i c i z i n g  p a r t y  
c a d r e s  for " c o n c e i t ,  complacency and c o n s e r v a t i s m , ' ?  a 
c r i t i q u e  which would be w i d e l y  p u b l i c i z e d  i n  e n s u i n g  s t a g e s  
of hlao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and a p p l i e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  
'I v e t e r a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  (i. e.  t h e  "old leaders" ref erred 
t o  i n  Mao's T e n t h  Plenum s p e e c h )  i n  t h e  upper  e c h e l o n s  
of the p a r t y .  As t h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  ne twork  came t o  be 
s t a f f e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b y  p o l i t i c a l  cadres r e c r u i t e d  from 
t h e  PLA i n  1964 and  1965 ,  t h e  groundwork was b e i n g  l a i d  
f o r  t h e  emergence of L i n  P i a 0  and  t h e  PLA a s  dominant  
forces i n  hlao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o 1 u t i o n e T 1  
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Mao S t e p s  Up The Attack (1964-1965) 

The p u r p o s e s  and s t r a t e g y  of  t h e  "great  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  were i n t i m a t e d  p u b l i c l y  by Mao Tse- 
t u n g  three y e a r s  ago i n  t h e  1 4  J u l y  1964 po lemic  "On Khru- 
s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism and  Its H i s t o r i c a l  L e s s o n s  f o r  
t h e  World" and r e v e a l e d  p r i v a t e l y  i n  much more c a n d i d  
form i n  secret p a r t y  m e e t i n g s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  R e f l e c t i n g  
a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  and f u t u r e  c o u r s e  of t h e  
Ch inese  r e v o l u t i o n ,  Mao a t  t h i s  time u n v e i l e d  a 1 5 ~ p o i n t  
program d e s i g n e d  t o  root o u t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and p r e v e n t  a 
r e s t o r a t i o n  of capi ta l i sm i n  China.  The p r o d u c t  of Mao's 
t w i l i g h t  y e a r s ,  t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  pronouncement p u r p o r t e d  
t o  be a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
s u c h  a s s a u l t s  on t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  a s  t h e  Hungar ian  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n  i n  1956 
and t h e  rise of Khrushchev r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. 
The message was c l e a r - - u n l e s s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  measu res  were 
a d o p t e d ,  t h e  same t h i n g  c o u l d  and would happen i n  China 
too, 

The first of these e x t r a o r d i n a r y  measu res  was ac-  
c e l e r a t i o n  and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  program of " c u l t i -  
v a t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . t v  Whereas p r e v i o u s l y  he 
had appeared t o  e n v i s a g e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  in-  
t e g r i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y  of h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d o c t r i n e s  a s  
a r i s i n g  when a "new g e n e r a t i o n "  assumed p o s i t i o n s  of l e a d -  
e r s h i p  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  Ma0 now began o p e n l y  t o  d e p i c t  t h i s  
threat  a s  one  posed  by t h e  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  of older 
p a r t y  c a d r e s .  Accord ing  t o  a b r i e f i n g  by a C h i n e s e  Com- 
mun i s t  o f f i c i a l  i n  e a r l y  1965,  i t  was a t  j u s t  t h i s  time 
t h a t  Mao, alarmed b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  of  " i d e o l o g i c a l  
bankrup tcy"  of "older cadres" w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who had 
l o s t  t h e i r  "en thus i a sm and d e v o t i o n , "  d e c i d e d  upon a 
"new p o l i c y  of r e j u v e n a t i n g  t h e  c o r p s  of c a d r e s "  w i t h  
younger  men. 

The s i g n a l  f o r  a g e n e r a l  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  and  pu rge  
of t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  had been  g i v e n .  
I t  was t h i s  s i g n a l ,  together w i t h  o ther  s i g n s  of t h e  begin-  
n i n g  of a new, deeper " i n n e r - p a r t y  s t ruggle! '  w h i c h  l e d  L iu  
J e n  ( second s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Pek ing  m u n i c i p a l  committee) 
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1964 t o  p r e d i c t  a coming ' ? S t a l i n i s t  phase" 
i n  China .  



c 
A s  h e  would r e v e a l  i n  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  F rench  e m i s s a r y  

Andre Malraux i n  t h e  summer of 1965,  Mao had come t o  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  n o t  o n l y  had 
f a i l e d  t o  cope  w i t h  f P e v i s i o n i s n i ' b u t  was i t s e l f  l a r g e l y  

I Malraux j u s t  what  he meant by t h e  term " r e v i s i o n i s m , t t  Mao 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  " a s  a p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r "  h e  meant " c o r r u p t i o n  
among t h e  cadres and d i s r e g a r d  of s t a t e  d i r e c t i v e s  b y  t h e  
peop le . "  Mao was a l r e a d y  b laming a d e f e c t i v e  p a r t y  appara-  
t u s  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of h i s  p o l i c i e s .  Hence,  t h e  need t o  
r e o r g a n i z e  and r e j u v e n a t e  t h e  p a r t y  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  

I r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  " r e v i s i o n i s m "  i n  C h i n a .  When q u e r i e d  by 

1 younger ,  more m i l i t a n t  e l e m e n t s  from t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L ibe ra -  
I t i o n  Army. 

Two deve lopmen t s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1964-1965 s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  Mao blamed n o t  o n l y  t h e  r a n k  and f i l e  b u t  a l s o  t h e  
t o p  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  
of " r e v i s i o n i s m T '  i n  China .  F i r s t ,  i n  a major work report  
t o  t h e  T h i r d  N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s  Congres s  i n  December 1964,  
Chou E n - l a i  denounced p u b l i c l y  a number of  t h e  emergency 
po l i c i e s  and programs i n s t i t u t e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  
of t h e  "great l e a p  forward"  i n  1960-1962 a s  t h e  handiwork 

I of " c l a s s  enemies ."  Al though n o t  r e v e a l e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
i t  is now known from Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  most of t h e  
p o l i c i e s  which Chou c r i t i c i zed  i n  h i s  report  had e i the r  
been  advoca ted  o r  approved  b y  Liu Shao-chi  and Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g  i n  t h i s  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .  The s e c o n d  development  oc- 
c u r r e d  a t  a c e n t r a l  commit tee  work c o n f e r e n c e  he ld  i n  
J a n u a r y  1965,  a t  which  Mao Tse- tung  c r i t i c i zed  views w h i c h  
L i u  Shao-chi  had p r e s e n t e d  t o  an  e a r l i e r  p a r t y  m e e t i n g ,  
denouncing  them a s  " n o t  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t .  

I T h e - u n w i l l i n g n e s s  of L iu  and Teng t o  a c c e p t  and a c t  
upon Mao's cri t icism t h e n  produced a s i t u a t i o n  of t e n s i o n  
and  s t a l e m a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. When t h i s  
t e n s i o n  reached a n  a c u t e  s t a g e  a t  a c r u c i a l  m e e t i n g  of 
t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  i n  September 19.55, t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would b e g i n .  
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According  t o  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Ch inese  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
t h e  ?'great p r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  o r i g i n a t e d  a t  
a cen t ra l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  September-October  
1965 when Chairman Mao i s s u e d  " i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
cr i t ic ism o f  Wu Han." The re  is good r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e ,  
moreover ,  t h a t  Mao had a l r e a d y  decided t o  u s e  Wu Han as 
a s t a l k i n g  horse f o r  much l a r g e r  game i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  govern- 
ment and m i l i t a r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  Peng Chen ( t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  
i n  P e k i n g ) ,  Lo J u i - c h i n g  ( t h e  PLA c h i e f - o f - s t a f f )  and q u i t e  
p o s s i b l y  L i u  Shao-chi  and Teng Hsiao-ping a s  w e l l ,  

I t  is i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  a s  a f i n a l  t es t  of t h e  
l o y a l t y  and t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s  of h i s  o l d  "comrades-in-armsq9 
t h a t  Mae's t ? c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  c a n  best be unde r s tood .  
H i s  e a r l i e r  s u s p i c i o n s  of d i s l o y a l t y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  
d i s p l a y  of f u r t h e r  r e s i s t a n c e  by top l e a d e r s  a t  t h i s  c e n t r a l  
work c o n f e r e n c e ,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  decided a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  
i n i t i a t e  a r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign of a new type--directed 
a t  "old comrades" and  "h igh - rank ing  c a d r e s "  h o l d i n g  p o s i -  

p a r t y ,  t h e  government a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and  u l t i m a t e l y  
t h e  Ch inese  p e o p l e  o n c e  more r e s p o n s i v e  t o ' h i s  w i l l .  

t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y - - d e s i g n e d  t o  make t h e  Ch inese  Communist 4 

The first ta rge t  of t h e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign 
i n i t i a t e d  by Mao i n  November was Peng Chen who, a s  mayor 
and f i rs t  s e c r e t a r y ,  p e r s o n i f i e d  " t h e  problem of Pek ing  ' 
and ,  a s  head of t h e  first " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group" 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  mid-1964, symbolized t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  resist- 
a n c e  i n  b o t h  t h e  p a r t y  and government t o  Mao's demand f o r  
r i g i d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  A s  is now known, 
Mao t h r o u g h  h i s  w i f e  directed o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  Shanghai  
p a r t y  committee i n  November 1965 t o  l a u n c h  a p o l i t i c a l  
a t t a c k  ( i n  an  a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  10 
November i s s u e  of t h e  Wen Hui Pao)  on Wu Han ( a  d e p u t y  
mayor of Pek ing)  a n d ,  bye=n=n,  on Wu H a n ' s  boss, Peng 
Chen. 

A s econd  and e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t a rge t  of t h e  campaign 
i n i t i a t e d  by Mao i n  November 1965 was Lo J u i - c h i n g  who, 
a s  Communist C h i n a ' s  s econd- rank ing  m i l i t a r y  l eader ,  
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per sonf i ed  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  PLA to  Mao's 
views o n  a rmy-bu i ld ing  ( f e a t u r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
and p r o d u c t i v e  labor  a t  t h e  expense  of m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ) .  
As a member o f  tk p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  and V i c e  P r e m i e r ,  Lo,  
a l o n e  among h igh - rank ing  Ch inese  l e a d e r s ,  h e l d  i m p o r t a n t  
p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  i n  a l l  three b r a n c h e s  of t h e  con- 
t r o l  a p p a r a t u s - - t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  government  and t h e  m i l i t a r y .  
Occupying a u n i q u e l y  p o w e r f u l  and s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  i n  
t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist h i e r a r c h y ,  i t  is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
Lo, o n c e  Mao's s u s p i c i o n s  had been aroused,  was t h e  first 
c a s u a l t y  of t h i s  p u r g e ,  d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n  l a t e  November 1965. 

I 
I The  t h i r d  t a rge t  of t h e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign 
I i n i t i a t e d  i n  l a t e  1965 was,  a s  opposed t o  select  i n d i v i -  
' d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  government and m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  p a r t y  

a p p a r a t u s  a s  a who le ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  " l e a d i n g  c a d r e s "  who 
c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y .  Ac-  
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e x t  of  a Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  c o u n t y  

, committee r e p o r t  d a t e d  January  1966,  a r e c e n t  c e n t r a l  com- I 

, ' , .  mittee d i r e c t i v e  had c a l l e d  upon a l l  p a r t y  members t o  
/ .  l1exposet1 . and  7 t s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t .  , .Khrushchev r e v i s i o n i s t s  

i n  t h e  p a r t y "  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t l e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  o l d  
and c o r r u p t  r e v i s i o n i s t  g roup  from o u r  p a r t y  --_1- dand'sfounding ~ - - __ 

-+* a r e v q l . u , t i a n a r ,  g.. poLitica1. p a r t  . , I 1  The cent ra l - - - - -  
committee d i r e c t i v e  went on t o  character ize  " l e a d i n g  
c a d r e s "  a s  g e n e r a l l y  " c o n c e i t e d  , I q  t l c o r r u p t  , I 1  and "bureau-  
c r a t i c , "  and  t o  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h i s  tv loss  of t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t i e s  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and t h e  s u p e r i o r  t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  PLA" 
had both " a f f e c t e d  t h e  close r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p a r t y  
and t h e  p e o p l e  and  s e r i o u s l y  h i n d e r e d  t h e  development  of 
t h e  s o c i a l  is t r e v o l u t i o n .  If 

1,; ' 
\ \  * 

The o c c a s i o n  f o r  e x p o s i n g  and denounc ing  Peng Chen 
and h i s  a l l e g e d  c o n s p i r a t o r s  was,  a s  w e  now know, a c e n t r a l  
committee work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  mid-May. I t  was a t  t h i s  
c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  L i n  P i a o ,  i n  t h e  key  s p e e c h ,  first c h a r g e d  
t h a t  Peng and h i s  f e l l o w  c o n s p i r a t o r s  had "wanted t o  s t a g e  
a coup d ' e t a t  i n  Mao's l i fe t ime,  t o  d e s t r o y  Mao Tse- tung."  
Lauding Mao a s  " t h e  most b r i l l i a n t  and  grea tes t  p e r s o n a l i t y  ... 
[whose] .  . . e x p e r i e n c e  is much more profound t h a n  t h a t  of 
Marx, E n g e l s  and Len in , "  Lin  t h e n  warned t h a t  iiWhoever 
opposes  h i m  w i l l  be denounced b y  t h e  whole p a r t y  and t h e  
e n t i r e  n a t i o n . "  

' i  

-X- 

u 



. .  

' .. 

Mao S e t s  a T r a p  For  L iu  (Spring-Summer 1966)  

T h a t  t h i s  warn ing  was directed a t  a number of those  
a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e - - t h a t  i n  
f a c t  it was d i r e c t e d  a t  s u c h  t o p - r a n k i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
a s  L iu  Shao-chi  and Teng Hsiao-ping-- is  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  i s s u e d  16 May on t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
of t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  and by deve lopmen t s  i n  t h e  two-month 
p e r i o d  w h i c h  followed. Moreover,  there  is e v i d e n c e  a t  

I 

, t h e  t i m e  t h a t ,  j u s t  a s  he had se t  a t r a p  fo r  Peng Chen 
I t h e  p r e c e d i n g  November, Mao was now engaged  i n  s e t t i n g  a 
I s i m i l a r  t r a p  f o r  L iu  Shao-chi .  

Mao's s t r a t e g y  of en t r apmen t  was t o  i n c i t e  " revolu-  
t i o n a r y  teachers and s t u d e n t s "  i n  J u n e  and  J u l y  t o . r i s e  
up a g a i n s t  t h e  "work teams" s e n t  by L i u  Shao-chi  and Teng 
Hsiao-p ing  t o  reassert t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  p a r t y  c o n t r o l  
a p p a r a t u s  o v e r  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  C h i n a ' s  
c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Once t h i s  was 
done and t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  c o u n t e r a t t a c k e d ,  its l e a d e r s  
c o u l d  t h e n  be i n d i c t e d  fo r  t h e  same crime charged a g a i n s t  
Peng Chen--that o f  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  " t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
l e f t  , 

I n  e a r l y  J u n e ,  P e k i n g  d i s c l o s e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  d a t e  
of Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t r a n s f o r m i n g  i t  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  i n t o  a m a s s i v e l y  p u b l i c i z e d ,  na t ion -wide  campaign. 
I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  new phase ,  Peng Chen ' s  d i s m i s s a l  was 
p u b l i c l y  r e v e a l e d  i n  a 3 June  announcement t h a t  t h e  Pek ing  

I m u n i c i p a l  committee had been r e o r g a n i z e d  and was now headed 
by a new first secre ta ry ,  Li Hsueh-feng. 

J u n e ,  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  p roc la imed  t h e '  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  new 
p u b l i c  phase  of t h e  I t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and t h e  methods  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  them. The u l t i m a t e  g o a l  ( a s  o u t l i n e d  
i n  t h e  2 June  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  "A Great R e v o l u t i o n  T h a t  
Touches People t o  T h e i r  V e r y  S o u l s f f )  was p r e s e n t e d  a s  
p o s i t i v e  and c o n s t r u c t i v e - - " t o  a r o u s e  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  of 
t h e  p e o p l e  and  broaden  t h e i r  h o r i z o n  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  by 
means of  t h e  g r e a t  t hough t  of Mao Tse- tung  and  o u r  g r e a t  

I n  a series of i m p o r t a n t  e d i t o r i a l s  b e g i n n i n g  1 
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j u s t  c a u s e ,  so t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  unswerv ing ly  march ahead ."  
B e f o r e  t h i s  c o u l d  happen,  however,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  
"Wipe Out  A l l  Mons te r s  and  F reaks"  ( t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  1 
June  e d i t o r i a l ) ,  t o  pu rge  a l l  those  i n  Ch inese  s o c i e t y  
who had been opposed t o  Maoist p o l i c y  and t h o u g h t .  

The main t h r u s t  of t h e  campaign a t  t h i s  stage was 
d i r e c t e d  a t  C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  e spec ia l ly  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  which  Mao c o n s i d e r e d  a major breeding-ground 
of d i s s i d e n t  t h o u g h t  i n  China .  I n  order t o  c l e a n s e  
t h o r o u g h l y  these Augean s t a b l e s ,  a s ix-month v a c a t i o n  
was decreed fo r  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  and  new c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  of s t u d e n t s  were announced w h i c h  stressed c l a s s  
background and  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  The t i m e  had come 
t o  p r o v i d e  China s youth  w i t h  t h e  "Combat e x p e r i e n c e "  
which Mao had p r e v i o u s l y  termed e s s e n t i a l  f o r  " c u l t i v a t i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . f 7  I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  s t r u g g l e  waged 
n o t  o n l y  a g a i n s t  u n i v e r s i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and professors  
b u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  "work teams" a s  w e l l ,  t h e  f f r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l e f t i s t s "  would r e c e i v e  Maa's b l e s s i n g  and become 
C h i n a ' s  Red Guards.  

The New H e i r  and ' the  Red Guards ( E a r l y  Autumn 1966)  

The E l e v e n t h  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  of t h e  E i g h t h  C e n t r a l  
Committee of  t h e  Communist P a r t y  of China was h e l d  i n  
Pek ing  from August  1 t o  1 2 ,  1966.  I n  a series of h i s t o r i c  
d e c i s i o n s ,  t h i s  plenum r a t i f i e d  Mao's choice of a new 
successor l e a d e r s h i p  headed by L i n  $a%; a d o p t e d  a 16- 
p o i n t  d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ; t t  and i s s u e d  a communique a p p r o v i n g  a l l  of 
Macx'6 domestic and  f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  i n -  
t e r v a l  s i n c e  t h e  Ten th  Plenum. S i x  d a y s  l a t e r ,  on 18 
Augus t ,  Chairman Mao p u b l i c l y  r e v e a l e d  t h e  new heir-ap- 
p a r e n t  L i n  P i a 0  and t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  created t o  c a r r y  
o u t  h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  Red Guards ,  The t i m e  
had come t o  i n i t i a t e  a m a s s i v e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  of t h e  
C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  a s  a who le ,  a p u r g e  more e x t e n s i v e  
and  v i o l e n t  t h a t  any  s i n c e  t h e  foundi r ig  of t h e  Ch inese  
P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  i n  1949. 



I '  I . .  

A f t e r  17 y e a r s  i n  power,  why d i d  Mao Tse- tung  f ee l  
compelled t o  u n d e r t a k e  s u c h  a d r a s t i c  purge? The answer 
t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  comes t h r o u g h  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  k e y n o t e  speech 
made, by L i n  P i a o  a t  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum. A s  r e p o r t e d  sub-  
s e q u e n t l y  on a Red Guard w a l l  poster ,  L i n  P i a 0  on t h i s  oc- 
c a s i o n  demanded ?'a g e n e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a g e n e r a l  a l i g n m e n t  
and a g e n e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  r a n k s  of  p a r t y  cadres" 
d i r e c t e d  a t  (1) "those who oppose  t h e  though t  df Mao Tse- 
tung;" '  (2) "those who u p s e t  p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work;" 
and  (3) ?'those who have no  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l . "  I n  a d d i -  
t i o n  t o  these ( r i g h t i s t s )  who were " t o  be d i s m i s s e d  from 
t h e i r  pos t s , "  there were those i n  a n  " i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a t e "  
( t h e  c e n t e r )  who, t h r o u g h  fear  or incompetence ,  had made 
m i s t a k e s  b u t  who, "provided  t h e y  a c c e p t  e d u c a t i o n  and 
r e s o l u t e l y  r e p e n t , "  would  be r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e i r  posts.  The  
t h i r d  category ( t h e  l e f t i s t s ) ,  those who e a g e r l y  s t u d i e d  
Mao, a t t a c h e d  great  impor t ance  t o  p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  
work, and were f i l l e d  w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l ,  were t o  be 
v*promoted.vt  T h i s  " g e n e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a d j u s t m e n t t t  was 
n e c e s s a r y  i n  order t o  " b r e a k  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of s t a l e m a t e . ? t  

., 

As r e v e a l e d  i n  L i n t s  speech, Mao had decreed a 
g e n e r a l  t e s t i n g  and purge  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  i n  order t o  
overcome widesp read  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  h i s  po l ic ies  and programs,  
o p p o s i t i o n  wh ich  had produced a " s i t u a t i o n  of s t a l e m a t e . "  
The p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Red Guards ,  t h e n ,  was to  
a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  t e s t ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  e l emen t  of compuls ion  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  p a r t y  c a d r e s  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  s u b m i t  
t o  t h e  t e s t i n g  process. By means of w a l l  posters and in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  m e e t i n g s ,  t h e  Red Guards were to  c a r r y  o u t  "a 
g e n e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  r a n k s  o f  p a r t y  c a d r e s "  ( i n  
t h e  words of t h e  8 August 1966 c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  
g o v e r n i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a  1 r e v o l u t i o n v i )  by "expos ing  and c r i -  
t i c i z i n g  tho rough ly"  t h e  r i g h t i s t s ;  by e n c o u r a g i n g  those 
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  ( t h e  great  m a j o r i t y )  t o  "make serious self- 
c r i t i c i sm. .  . a c c e p t  t h e  c r i t i c i sm of t h e  masses . .  .and j o i n  
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e i t i  and b y  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  l e f t i s t s  who would 
'*s tand  i n  t h e  van of t h e  movement and dare  t o  a r o u s e  t h e  
masses  b o l d l y . t '  F o r  those c a d r e s  who s t i l l  r e s i s t e d ,  who 

I st i l l  r e f u s e d  t o  submi t  t o  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  process, there- 
by r e v e a l i n g  the i r  " d n t i - p a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t "  n a t u r e ,  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  Red Guards ( a g a i n  i n  t h e  8 August 1 

c red i t ed  and t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  e l i m i n a t e d . "  

i 

! 

c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n )  was c lear - - they  were to  be 1 

" f u l l y  exposed ,  h i t  h a r d ,  p u l l e d  down and  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s -  I 
I 
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I t  is i m p o r t a n t  to,  n o t e  t h a t  Mao b e l i e v e d  or p r o f e s -  
s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of 
p a r t y  c a d r e s  would p a s s  t h e  test of  t h e  f i c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n " ;  even  a l l o w i n g  f o r  l a c k  of c a n d o r ,  i t  seems c l e a r  
t h a t  Mao g r o s s l y  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  opposi- 
t i o n  which h i s  conduc t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  would engende r .  
I t  is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ,  
as a v e h i c l e  for t e s t i n g  and  p u r g i n g  those h e l d  t o  be i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao, was i n t e n d e d  from t h e  o u t s e t  t o  a p p l y  
to  t h e  army and government  a s  w e l l .  

R e c r u i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of m i l i t a n c y  and 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l  (membership was l a r g e l y  restricted t o  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  " f i v e  red c l a s s e s "  of workers, poor 
and lower-middle p e a s a n t s ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  and r evo-  
l u t i o n a r y  m a r t y r s ) ,  t h e  R e d  Guards were i n  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  
w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  a s s i g n e d  
t h e m ,  t h a t  of s e r v i n g  a s  a combat f o r c e ,  a s  t h e  "armyvr of 
Mao's i t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . i t  The v e r y  same q u a l i t i e s - - o f  
p u g n a c i t y ,  n a i v e t e  and f ana t i c i sm- -o f  its j r o u t h f u l  members, 
however,  would soon s p l i t  t h e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
g r a v e l y  i m p a i r i n g  i ts  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  
p u r g i n g  t h e  p a r t y .  

of  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 ' ,  c o n t i n g e n t s  of Red Guards were 
s e n t  o u t  t o  a l l  p r o v i n c e s  and major  c i t i e s  t o  t r a n s m i t  and 
a p p l y  t h e  advanced r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  of Pek ing .  
I n s t e a d  of r e v o l u t i o n  on  t h e  P e k i n g  model, a new p a t t e r n  
of  l a r g e - s c a l e  v i o l e n c e  f e a t u r i n g  bloody c l a s h e s  a p p e a r e d  
i n  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  major  c i t i e s  of China .  As spe l led  o u t  
i n  numerous w a l l  p o s t e r s  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  
f a c t o r  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  c a s e s  was t h e  p e r e p p t o r y  demand b y  
Red Guards from Pek ing  on a r r i v a l  t h a t  l oca l  p a r t y  commit- 
tees I IFeorganize  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  of  t h e  Pek ing  committee." 
When t h i s  demand was n o t  m e t ,  Red Guard l e a d e r s  t h e n  ordered 

F o l l o w i n g  a s h o r t - c o u r s e  i n  t h e  s t r a t e g y  and t a c t i c s  

/ t h e i r  de t achmen t s  t o  "bombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s , "  l a u n c h i n g  h 2 

1': 
a v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  p r e m i s e s  and l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  committees. To d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  l o c a l  
committees t h e n  mobilized t h e i r  own Red Guards,  together  
w i t h  w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s  and so ld ie rs .  The r e s u l t  was a 
r a s h  of v i o l e n t  " i n c i d e n t s "  t h r o u g h o u t  most of C h i n a ,  i n  
some c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  thousands  of comba tan t s  and p r o d u c i n g  I 1 hundreds  o f  c a s u a l t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many dead .  I 

I 
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The l lRevo lu t ion l l  R e t r e a t s  ( L a t e  Autumn 1966)  

Al though t h e  8 August d e c i s i o n  had p r e d i c t e d  " r e l a -  
t i v e l y  great  r e s i s t a n c e T 1  once  t h e  Red Guards were u n l e a s h e d  
t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  e x t e n t  and  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  was c l e a r l y  beyond e x p e c t a t i o n .  The r e s p o n s e  
of Mao and Lin  and t h e  new team of l e a d e r s  t o  t h i s  crisis 
was one  of t a c t i c a l  re t rea t ,  a r e g r o u p i n g  of forces which 
would e x t e n d  t h r o u g h o u t  October and much of November. I t  
was a t  l e a s t  t a c i t l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards had gone 
too f a r  too f a s t ,  t h e  c l a s s i c  d e f i n i t i o n  of v l le f t i s tv t  e r ror .  
' A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  and i t  w a s  a v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p r o v i s o ,  
i t  was made a b u n d a n t l y  c lear  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  and muni- 
c i p a l  p a r t y  committees had a l s o  erred i n  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  
Red Guard a t t a c k s .  

A t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e ,  once  t h e  Red Guard s t u d e n t s  
had been r e i n f o r c e d  by m i l i t a n t  de t achmen t s  of young workers, 
t h e  t r u c e  would be l i f t e d  and t h e  o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
party a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  renewed.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t h e  p r e t e x t  would be a t  hand fo r  p u r g i n g  n e a r l y  any  l e a d e r  
a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u ,  p r o v i n c i a l  or m u n i c i p a l  l e v e l  whom 
t h e  Maoists i n  P e k i n g  m i g h t  select .  

O p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n 1 *  and  how 
t o  cope w i t h  i t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  theme of an  i m p o r t a n t  
c e n t r a l  committee, work c o n f e r e n c e  he ld  i n  Pek ing  f r o m  
October 9 t o  26,  1966.  The n a t u r e  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
Ma@ B l ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 1  i n  t h e  two-month period f o l -  
l owing  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum was a n a l y z e d  and e x p l a i n e d  b y  
Chen Po-ta i n  two major s p e e c h e s  a t  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e .  
C h e n ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  con tended  t h a t  much of t h e  "oppos i t i on1 '  
had come from those who had been m i s l e d  or had ,$iSsd,er- 
stood t h e  p u r p o s e s  and o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo-  
1u t iGn .  1' 

F i r s t ,  Chen r e v e a l e d  t h a t  most of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s ,  committees and  c o n g r e s s e s v 1  ( d e s c r i b e d  
i n  t h e  8 August c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  a s  t h e  "o rgans  
of power of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n T 1 )  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  August and  
September  had been t a k e n  o v e r  by a " c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a j o r i t y . ? '  
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Even more s u r p r i s i n g  was t h e  admiss ion  t h a t  " c o n s e r v a t i v e  
m a j o r i t i e s "  had seized c o n t r o l  of two of t h e  three Red 
Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  Pek ing  i n  l a t e  August .  

The p r i n c i p a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mae's t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  t h r o u g h o u t  August  and September ,  however,  came from 
p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i e s  who, " a f r a i d  of l o s i n g  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n s  and p r e s t i g e , . . i n s t i g a t e d  worke r s  and p e a s a n t s  
t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s . "  I n  so d o i n g ,  t h e y  "made 
t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  a s  p e o p l e  who were supported by t h e  m a j o r i t y T 1  
( a s  t h e y  undoub ted ly  were) and p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  I t t h e  o r g a n s  
t h e y  managed were t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c l a s s . t t  They a l s o  claimed, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Chen, t h a t  " t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o b s t r u c t s  p r o d u c t i o n , t t  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h a t  t h e  " l a r g e - s c a l e  exchange  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i -  
ence"  ( i n  w h i c h  m i l l i o n s  of Red Guards t r a v e l e d  t o  and 
from Pek ing)  d i s r u p t e d  p l a n n i n g  and p r o d u c t i o n .  

Having acknowledged t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  
o p p o s i t i o n ,  Mao, L i n  P i a o  and Chen Po-ta  i n  s p e e c h e s  con- 
c l u d i n g  t h e  October work c o n f e r e n c e  on 25 October r e v e a l e d  
w h a t  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  i n  t h e  r T c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n T T  would be. 
I n  b r i e f ,  p a r t y  leaders  were t o  be g i v e n  a n o t h e r  chance  
t o  p a s s  ( i n  C h e n ' s  words) " t h e  s e v e r e  t e s t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  s econd  c h a n c e ,  a s  Mao 
e x p l a i n e d ,  was t h a t  t h e  first test i n  some r e s p e c t s  had 
n o t  been  f a i r l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d .  Af t e r  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum, 
l o c a l  p a r t y  committees " i n  some p l a c e s  d i d  n o t  have time 
t o  h o l d  p r o p e r  mee t ings"  i n  wh ich  t o  make n e c e s s a r y  ? ' p o l i -  
t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l ' '  p r e p a r a t i o n  before " t h e  Red Guards 
c h a r g e d . "  What is more, a s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  31 October - Red 
Flag e d i t o r i a l  summing up t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  p a r t y  con- 
f e r e n c e  a d m i t t e d ,  t he re  had been "borne excesses i n  words 
and a c t i o n s  by t h e  masses" i n  t h e  course of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  t es t .  Having s u c c e s s f u l l y  b e a t e n  off t h e  p h y s i c a l  
a t t a c k s  l aunched  by Red Guards i n  l a t e  Augus t ,  l o c a l  p a r t y  
leaders were now g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u r r e n d e r  peace- 
f u l l y .  Thus i n s t r u c t e d ,  t h e s e  l o c a l  leaders  t h r o u g h o u t  
China convened c a d r e s '  m e e t i n g s  i n  November t o  dec ide  on 
a course of a c t i o n .  

. .  

. .  

The  s i g n a l  fo r  a renewed o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  was g i v e n  by  Madame Mao i n  a m i l i t a n t  s p e e c h  on 
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28 November a t  a l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  r a l l y  i n  Pek ing ,  a 
r a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s  a " p l e d g e  of  a g e n e r a l  
o f f e n s i v e . "  The t i m e  had come to  a s k  p a r t y  committees a 
second  time " f o r  a r e v i e w  of  t h e i r  work,"  t o  tes t  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  a s e c o n d  t i m e  on t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f ,  and w i l l -  
i n g n e s s  t o  comply w i t h ,  Mao's i f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

The I t  January  R e v o l u t i o n t f  (Winter  1966-67) 

The p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  and government  a p p a r a t u s  had --I 
been  a b l e  t o  r e p u l s e  t h e  first a t t a c k  b y  R e d  Guards i n  
August and September by  m o b i l i z i n g  workers  and p e a s a n t s  
i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e .  To p r e v e n t  t h i s  from happen ing  a g a i n ,  
it was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  Mao i s t s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  and t a k e  1 

o v e r  t h e s e  o p p o s i t i o n  s t r o n g h o l d s .  T h i s  campaign began 
immedia t e ly  a f t e r  t h e  October work c o n f e r e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
i n d u s t r i a l  and min ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  p a r t y  and  govern- 
ment o r g a n s ,  and ,  t o  a lesser e x t e n t ,  among t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  
The e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n t o  t h e  gov- 
e rnment  and t h e  economy would engende r  i n c r e a s i n g  resist- 
a n c e  w h i c h ,  i n  turn., would l e a d  t o  a f i n a l  test of s t r e n g t h  
when Mao would exh i r r t  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  "seize power" 
a l l  those p a r t y ,  government and  economic o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
which c o n t i n u e d  t o  resist. E r u p t i n g  i n  Shangha i  under  
name of t h e  " J a n u a r y  Revo lu t ion" ,  t h i s  d r i v e  to  vfbeize 
power" would i n i t i a t e  a p e r i o d  of widesp read  v i o l e n c e  and 
d i s o r d e r  which persists t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day .  

1 

E x p l a i n i n g  why t h e  " Janua ry  R e v o l u t i o n "  produced 
so much v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r ,  Chou En- l a i  was t o  compare 
t h i s  '%feize powerqq movement to  t h e  first Red Guard a t t e m p t  
t o  '"bombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  i n  August and September .  L i k e  t h e  e a r l i e r  campaign,  
t h i s  one had gone too f a s t  and had got o u t  of hand--bcthose 
engaged i n  t h e  s e i z u r e  of power ... went  a l l - o u t  i n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  and t h e  movement s p r e a d  t o  e v e r y  p a r t  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  
a t  one  s t r o k e . "  I n  f a c t ,  there is good r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  had c a l l e d  for  a more o r d e r l y  and 
systematic  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  o p p o s i t i o n .  

I '  
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A major f e a t u r e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  was,  i t  is 

b e l i e v e d ,  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
forms and t e c h n i q u e s  of t h e  "seize poweriq fo rmula  i n  a 
f e w  key  a r e a s  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  l a u n c h i n g  t h e  movement on 
a na t ion-wide  b a s i s .  O f  these key a r e a s ,  t h e  most impor t -  
a n t  was Shangha i  where t h e  first ?Workers R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s ? '  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 8 November. On 
22 November, Madame N i e h  Yuan-tzu a r r i v e d  i n  Shanghai  a t  
t h e  head of  a l a r g e  c o n t i n g e n t  of Red Guards w i t h  t h e  
e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  of o r g a n i z i n g  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  
i n  C h i n a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y .  ' , I n  e a r l y  December, t h e  
mayor and t h e  e n t i r e  m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l ,  together w i t h  t h e  
p a r t y  first s e c r e t a r y ,  were s u b j e c t e d  t o  l o n g  p u b l i c  
s t r u g g l e  and  cr i t ic ism m e e t i n g s  and on 4 December t h e  com- 
biped f o r c e s  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t "  took o v e r  t h e  
Shanghai  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  Then,  a f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  
test  of s t r e n g t h ,  t h e r e  was a l u l l  of s e v e r a l  weeks w h i l e  
t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  forces i n  Shanghai  r e g r o u p e d  for  t h e  show- 
down i n  l a t e  December which  would p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  " Janua ry  
R e v o l u t i o n .  11 

If t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  T x l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  
November and December t o  c o v e r  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  coun t ry -  
s i d e  E-30-point  d i r e c t i v e  of 15 December e x t e n d e d  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n t r , . , C h e ~ ~ v i l . l a g e ~  was ineended  p r i m a r i l y  t o  
r e - e s t a b l i s h  Mao's c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  there  was 
a pa ra l l e l  e s c a l a t i o n  and  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  

t 
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t h e  c e n t e r  encompass ing  t h e  p a r t y ,  government  and m i l i t a r y  
c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  i n  Pek ing .  I n  a major s p e e c h  to  a Red 
Guard r a l l y  on 18 December, Madame Wao'charged t h a t  t h e  
m u n i c i p a l  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  b u r e a u  had been l a r g e l y  r e spon-  ' s ib l e  f o r  r e c e n t  bloody clashes i n  Pek ing .  D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  I . ,. , * .  ( J \ / .  5 ' " ' '  - 

)}:++ Pureau ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e -  Supreme Peop1e''s P r o c u r a t o r a t e  and 
,p < ,',,':. . !  \! ' I  he Supreme People 's  C o u r t ,  a s  "bourgeo i s "  i n  n a t u r e ,  s h e  
't I' , _,.*.e. I ?  

I 

I 

I 
t h e n  ca l l ed  upon t h e  Red Guards i n  h e r  a u d i e n c e  t o  "rise 'I 
up i n  r ebe l l i on"  and "take over"  these government  o r g a n s .  
The movement t o  "seize power" from below by c a l l i n g  upon 
t h e  ? - e v o l u t i o n a r y  &f t" t o  t a k e  o v e r  government  and p a r t y  
o r g a n s  had begun. 

A week l a t e r ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  newly-organized  " A l l  
China Red Workers Genera l  R e b e l l i o n  Corps , "  Madame Mao 
( toge ther  w i t h  Chen Po- t a )  e n d o r s e d  t h e  r e c e n t  ? v s e i z u r e "  
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of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Labor by  t h i s  I * P e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  its i n t e n t i o n  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  , 

All -China  F e d e r a t i o n  of Trade  Unions.  W i t h  t h i s  c a l l  t o  
t h e  l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  bf t"  t o  seize c o n t r o l  of C h i n a ' s  
l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  s tage  was s e t  fo r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  
i n  Shangha i  o f  what has  come to  be known a s  t h e  "January 
Revolu t ion"- - the  Maoist  d r i v e  to  "seize power?? i n  t h e  
p a r t y  a n d  government  a p p a r a t u s  on a na t ion -wide  s c a l e .  1 .- -I .- 

The " J a n u a r y  Revo lu t ion"  i n  Shanghai  r e s u l t e d  i n  
r* \ 

m i l l i o n - o d d  workers, i t  a n t a g o n i z e d  a l a rge  p r o p o r t i o n  of 
a P y r r h i c  v i c t o r y .  I n s t e a d  of winn ing  o v e r  S h a n g h a i ' s  

them, p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a l a r g e - s c a l e  s t r i k e  w h i c h  f o r  a t i m e  
c r i p p l e d  t h e  economy o f  Shanghai .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  r e s u l t e d  
i n  t h e  complete p a r a l y s i s  and breakdown of l o c a l  govern-  
ment and n e c e s s i t a t e d  a premature, d i s o r d e r l y  " s e i z u r e  of 
power" i n  Shangha i  f o r  which Mao's " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 
were i l l - p r e p a r e d .  

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
" o p p o s i t i o n "  g e n e r a t e d  i n  Shanghai  a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  i t  

v i  c s, becoming so widesp read  and  t e n a c i o u  
UW7- t h e  "seize power" movement i n  China w o  

was t o  be d u p l i c a t e d  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  major 

a Y ha t .  Al though d e p i c t e d  i n  e v e r y  case 
of "base  and  s i n i s t e r  t r i c k s "  p l a y e d  by 
Mao's enemies ,  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  " o p p o s i t i o n i f  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  were i n  most c a s e s  t a k e n  by o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and g r o u p s  
who c o n s i d e r e d  themse lves  t o  be l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r s  of Mao 
and t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  T h i s  was t r u e  even of t h e  
g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  carr ied o u t  i n  l a t e  December b L S h a n g h a i ' s  
r a i l r o a d ,  harbor and p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  worksrs,-kgow-known 
( f~om-p~~; r .ve r s  on t h e  s p o t  a s  w e l l  wii.^frmn,.Gh-$ 
mun-i-st p u b l i c a t 4 o n s - ) -  een) o t i v a t e d  p r i  
p o l i t i c a l  g r i e v a n c e s  directed no% &Ma0 b u t  a t  
and r a d i c a l i s m  of young " f e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" workers i n  
t h a t  c i t y .  

problems a s  t h e y  took  s t o c k  o f  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 1  
i n  mid-January 1967. F i r s t ,  more t h a n  a m i l l i o n  w o r k e r s  
had descended  on Pek ing  t o  p r o t e s t  t h e i r  l v e x p l o i t a  t i o n "  
by l o c a l  p a r t y  and government c a d r e s .  Next ,  t h e r e  were 

4 

The M a o i s t s  were c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a number of s e r i o u s -  j 
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r e p o r t s  o f  wide-spread d i s o r d e r  and b loody  c l a s h e s  i n  a 
number of c i t i e s  and p r o v i n c e s  where " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 
were r i s i n g  up t o  "seize power" i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  Mao's c a l l  
t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  example of Shangha i .  Also,  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
r e s u l t s  of t h e  "new s t a g e "  of e x t e n d i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n t o  f a c t o r i e s  and mines  were a t  hand,  r e s u l t s  
w h i c h  showed t h a t  both r e v o l u t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  sector had been a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by s e n d i n g  
i n  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s "  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

' L i n a l l y  , r e p o r t s  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  "seize power" move- 
ment i n  Shangha i  r e v e a l e d  growing  chaos f o l l o w i n g  t h e  break-  

' down of p a r t y  a n d  government c o n t r o l s  i n  t h a t  city--much 
1 of i t  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  l e f t i s t s  t o  a c h i e v e  

" u n i t y  . (I 

E f f o r t s  t o  Restore Order ( E a r l y  1967)  . 

The havoc created by Mao' s " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 
i n  t h e i r  f r e n z i e d  d r i v e  t o  "seize power" d u r i n g  t h e  "Jan-  
u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n q 1  r e q u i r e d  immedia te  and d r a s t i c  c o u n t e r -  
measu res .  The f irst  of these was t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 23 Jan-  
u a r y  , o r d e r i n g  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army t o  i n t e r v e n e  
i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef t"  bu t  a c t u a l l y  t o  restore order, The 
second  was a s h i f t  i n  p o l i c y  toward p a r t y  cadres,  emphasiz- 
i n g  more humane t r e a t m e n t  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o  make u s e  
of t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s k i l l s .  The t h i r d  was a n  e f f o r t  
t o  overcome t h e  pronounced t endency  toward "anarchism" 
which had c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l e f t "  d u r i n g  t h e i f J a n u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n " ,  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
r e o r g a n i z e ,  r e t r e n c h  and r e c t i f y  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  "revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  rebels." 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  t a k e n  by Mao p e r s o n a l l y  
t o  j e t t i s o n  t h e  Shangha i  example i n  f a v o r  of  a new model 
for  e m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  "seize power" movement t h r o u g h o u t  
Ch ina - - tha t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  " f o r m a t i o n  of a three-way a l -  
l i a n c e  t o  seize powerri i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of He i lungk iang .  
Whereas t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" had p l a y e d  t h e  dominant  
r o l e  i n  Shangha i ,  t h e y  were now t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  power ( i n  
f a c t ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e i r  power) w i t h  two new " a l l i e s , "  

-xx- 



T 
I - 1 

t h e  People ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  cadres.?' 
The v i s c i s s i t u d e s  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between these three 
uneasy  a n d ,  i n  some ways,  i n c o m p a t i b l e  were t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  dominant  theme i n  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  of t h e  l a t e s t  
s tage  of  Mao's l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  e x t e n d i n g  from Febru-  
a r y  1967 u p  to  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

ment and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  China would be r e v e a l e d  i n  d i s -  
c u s s i o n s  of  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  "seize power" movement i n  
F e b r u a r y .  I n  those p r o v i n c e s  ( t h e  great  m a j o r i t y )  where 
fo r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  t h e  "seize power movament" had bogged 
down, t h e  PLA was directed t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  
commiss ions  cha rged  w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  law and o r d e r .  A s  
t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  na t ion-wide  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  
t h e  PLA perforce had t o  s t e p  i n  t o  replace t h e  l a r g e l y  
d e f u n c t  p a r t y  and government c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s .  

The new, dominant  role  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  govern-  

F o r  t h e  same r e a s o n ,  t h e  PLA was soon  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  
i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  C h i n a ' s  economy. On 22 F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  Army 
was directed t o  restore order i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  by supe r -  
v i z i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t s  and r u r a l  c a d r e s  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  s p r i n g  p l a n t i n g .  A month l a t e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- , 

mittee d i r e c t e d  worke r s  and  c a d r e s  i n  f a c t o r i e s  and mines  
t o  t l c o o p e r a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  comrades from t h e  PLA" 
who were b e i n g  s e n t  t o  " s u p p o r t  the i r  work i n  i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o d u c t i o n . "  The f u r t h e r  d i s c l o s u r e  i n  March t h a t  PLA 
p e r s o n n e l  had been set  i n  large numbers to  conduc t  m i l i t a r y  
and  ideological t r a i n i n g  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and schools  showed 
t h e  e x t e n t  of i n f l u e n c e  and c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  by  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  i n  China  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months of 1967.  

The problem o f  f i n d i n g  "new l e a d e r s "  o r  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
ar  y l e a d i n g  cadres?*--the second  component of t h e  "3-way 
a l l i ance" - -was  a n  a c u t e  o n e ,  d e s c r i b e d  by a l e a d i n g  member 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group (Wang L i )  i n  e a r l y  Febru- 
a r y  a s  " t h e  biggest problem now." I n  s u c c e s s i v e  Red F l a g  
e d i t o r i a l s  of 3 and 23 F e b r u a r y  d r a f t e d  under  thepersonal  
s u p e r v i s i o n  of Mao h i m s e l f ,  t h e  problem of " t r e a t i n g  c a d r e s  
c o r r e c t l y "  r e c e i v e d  p r i o r i t y  a t t e n t i o n .  The new p o l i c y  
of l e n i e n c y  a p p l i e d  a s  w e l l  t o  those who had committed 
" m i s t a k e s , "  even  " v e r y  s e r i o u s  m i s t a k e s . "  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  Mao's d i c t u m  of " c u r i n g  t h e  s i c k n e s s  t o  s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t , "  

-xx i -  

I I 



t h e s e  c a d r e s  were t o  be g i v e n  a n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t o n e  
for t h e i r  errors by "self-cr i t ic ismft  and by s t a y i n g  on t h e  
job t o  pe r fo rm "good deeds: '  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  

Meanwhile,  t h e  time had come f o r  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t "  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  lumps,  now blamed 
for t h e  c h a o s  of t h e  " Janua ry  Revo lu t ion"  which t h e y  had 
been  i n c i t e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t .  They were a t t a c k e d  and c r i t i -  

a t e s  ( l i k e  Chou) b u t  a l so  b y  t h e  z e a l o t s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  Group and  even  by Mao h i m s e l f .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
these v e r b a l  a t t a c k s ,  a number of measures were i n s t i t u t e d  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  r e t r e n c h ,  r e o r g a n i z e  
and r e c t i f y  t h e  u n r u l y  r a n k s  of t h e  f q r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t . "  

I cized f rom a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  n o t  j u s t  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  moder- 

The Resu rgence  of The L e f t  ( S p r i n g  1967) 

As a r e s u l t  of t h e  u r g e n t  need t o  restore o r d e r  
and  m a i n t a i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  "seize powerii movement i n  
China a t  t h e  end of Februa ry  was i n  a s t a t e  of  suspended  
a n i m a t i o n .  I n  Mae's view,  t h e  pendulum had swung too f a r  
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  imposed by  t h e  PLA 
and p a r t y  cadres from above ,  and it  was n e c e s s a r y  once  
a g a i n  t o  stress t h e  ro l e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses .  

The first t a r g e t  of a t t a c k  by  m i l i t a n t  Red Guards 
and  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels ,"  u n l e a s h e d  a g a i n  i n  e a r l y  March, 
was what was termed t h e  " c o u n t e r c u r r e n t  of  c o u n t e r r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n "  i n  c e n t r a l  government  o r g a n s .  T h i s  
referred t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of " f a l s e  power s e i z u r e "  whereby 
s e n i o r  p a r t y  c a d r e s  or r e v i v e d  p a r t y  committees had e x p l o i t e d ,  
so i t  was c h a r g e d ,  Mao's "mi ld  c a d r e  policy" t o  r e i n s t a t e  
a l l  or  most of t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l s  and  s y s t e m s  of c o n t r o l ,  
a t  t h e  same t i m e  i g n o r i n g  and s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n s  of  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t . "  The c o n c u r r e n t  d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  
there had been  " f a l s e  power s e i z u r e s "  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a s  
w e l l  was r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  ea r l i e r  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  PLA 
might  c o m m i t  ( i n  f a c t ,  a l r e a d y  had committed) " t empora ry  
m i s t a k e s ? ?  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  and s u p p o r t i n g  a u t h e n t i c  V e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  lef t is ts"  w h i l e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g -  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n . "  I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of these m i s t a k e s ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  

. .. 
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A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  on 6 A p r i l  i s s u e d  a t e n - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  
wh ich  s h a r p l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y .  of  l o c a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a -  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i t h o u t  c e n t r a l  committee a p p r o v a l ,  or t o  
u s e  force t o  e x t r a c t  c o n f e s s i o n s  or to  p u n i s h .  

I t i o n s " ,  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e m  t o  f i r e  on rebel g r o u p s ,  t o  make 
I mass  a r r e s t s ,  t o  c l a s s i f y  rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  c o u n t e r -  
, 

4 The combined resu l t  of l e a s h i n g  t h e  PLA ( t h e  6 
Apr i l  d i r e c t i v e )  and  u n l e a s h i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t "  
was, p r e d i c t a b l y ,  renewed v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r .  A l t h o u g h  I L i n  P i a 0  ( i n  h i s  30 March speech t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  new phase) had p r a i s e d  "d isorder"  a s  

I n e c e s s a r y  to  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  t h e  character and e x t e n t  of t h e  "d i so rde r1 '  w h i c h  
ensued  was c l e a r l y  beyond e x p e c t a t i o n .  S e r i o u s ,  l a r g e -  
scale  c l a s h e s  were soon  reported n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
b u t  i n  Pek ing  a s  w e l l .  

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

C a l l s  For  Orde r  Again (May-June 1967) 

The e x t e n t  of t h e  new d i s o r d e r  i n  Pek ing  was r e v e a l e d  
by t h e  M i n i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  and c o n c u r r e n t l y  c h a i r -  
man of t h e  new R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e  Hs ieh  Fu-chih i n  
a speech on 14 May, H s i e h ' s  f r a n k  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  e x t e n t  
of v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r  i n  Pek ing  was f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 
j u s t i f y i n g  a new ge t - toqgh  p o l i c y  by t h e  Pek ing  Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Committee as s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  a s i x - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  
of 1 4  May. C i t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by  Chairman Mao p r o h i b i t i n g  
"armed s t r u g g l e "  and demanding a n  end  t o  the  "ana rchy  e x i s t -  
i n g  i n  many a r e a s , "  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  d e c l a r e d  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  
a s  s t r i k i n g  people, i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  PLA and g o i n g  on 
s t r i k e  t o  be " s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d "  and ordered t h e  PLA 
Pek ing  g a r r i s o n  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e .  

Not l o n g  a f t e r ,  on 6 J u n e ,  a j o i n t  c i r c u l a r  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee, S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
and C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group directed t h e  PLA t o  restore ? 

order th roughou t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a whole .  I t  was neces-  
s a r y  once a g a i n ,  a s  had happened i n  September  1966 and 
i n  Februa ry  1967,  t o  a p p l y  t h e  b r a k e s  t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  
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r e v o l u t i o n . 1 1  U n l i k e  t h e  e a r l i e r  e f f o r t s ,  however ,  i t  was 
a n  open q u e s t i o n  i n  mid-1967 how e f f e c t i v e  t h i s  new a t t e m p t  
t o  restore o r d e r  i n  China might  prove  t o  be. 

Prospects 

I n  view of t h e  record of t h e  %eize power1* move- 
ment i n  t h e  p a s t  s i x  months,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  Mao's 
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m  a r e  n o t  b r i g h t .  
Since F e b r u a r y ,  o n l y  o n e  new a r e a ,  Pek ing ,  h a s  been "libel'- 
a t e d i t  by Mao's r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  an achievement  soon  nega ted  
b y  t h e  worst  o u t b r e a k  of v i o l e n c e  and ana rchy  y e t  s e e n  i n  
C h i n a ' s  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  Reports from t h e  p a t h e t i c a l l y  s m a l l  
g r o u p  o f  other  a r e a s  where o f f i c i a l l y  approved  l l r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committeesf1 have  been set up ( f o u r  o u t  of 26 p r o v i n c e s ,  
p l u s  t h e  c i t y  of Shangha i )  must be e q u a l l y  worrisome t o  
t h e  Mao i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Peking .  Demons t r a t ing  anew t h e  
c o r r u p t i n g  e f f e c t s  of power,  t h e  Shantung R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
C o m m i t t e e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  i s s u e d  a 10 -po in t  d i r e c t i v e  which  
r e v e a l s  t h a t  some or all of t h e  r u l i n g  committee members, 
by means of s e l f - g l o r i f i c a t i o n ,  a c c e p t a n c e  of g i f t s  and 
e x t r a v a g a n t  l i v i n g ,  have a l r e a d y  w i t h i n  a f e w  shor t  months 
llbecome d i v o r c e d  from t h e  masses .11  

W i t h  t h e  f r a g i l e  u n i t y  of t h e  " three-way a l l i a n c e "  
a l r e a d y  c rumbl ing  i n  t h e  l l l i b e r a t e d ' a r e a s ,  i t  was n o t  s u r -  
p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  movement t o  Itseize powerT1 had bogged 
down i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of C h i n a ' s  p r o v i n c e s .  P a r a -  
d o x i c a l l y ,  one  of t h e  main r e a s o n s  t h e  "seize powert1 move- 
ment h a s  f o u n d e r e d  is t h e  collapse of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  Lack ing  a p o w e r f u l ,  r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
enemy before whom i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  submerge d i f f e r e n c e s  
and  l a c k i n g  c l e a r - c u t  g u i d a n c e  from t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  compon- 
e n t  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  " three-way a l l i a n c e "  i n  most p r o v i n c e s  
have t a k e n  t o  f i g h t i n g  among and between t h e m s e l v e s .  

c o u r s e ,  have been  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r s  of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 1 1  As t h e  c r e a t o r s  of t h e  chaos which 
Mao h a s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  o r d a i n e d ,  t h e y  perform a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  
ro l e  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  p h a s e s  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

The most e g r e g i o u s  o f f e n d e r s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  of 
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Given t h i s  broad mandate  (e.g. t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  a s s u r e d  
t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  some m i s t a k e s ,  " they  embody t h e  g e n e r a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n " ) ,  Red Guard and " revo lu -  
t i o n a r y  rebel" zealots  have become s o  contemptuous  of 
a u t h o r i t y  t h a t ,  i n  a number o f  wel l -documented c a s e s ,  t h e y  
no  l o n g e r  heed d i r e c t i v e s  from t h e  c e n t r a l  committee or 
t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee or  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group, o r ,  i n d e e d ,  from any  l e a d e r  o t h e r  t h a n  Mao 
h i m s e l f .  

A s  t h e  second  component of t h e  " three-way a l l i a n c e , "  
t h e  PLA h a s  a l s o  been a s s i g n e d  an  i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  if exceed- 
i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  role i n  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  of Mao's i t c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h a t  of r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  when t h e  c h a o s  
caused  by t h e  ' ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t "  t h r e a t e n s  t o  get o u t  
of hand. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  is supposed  " to  a c t i v e l y  
s u p p o r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t i s t s "  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  to 
'Iseize power.ff  The t r o u b l e  is, a s  L i n  Pia0 a d m i t t e d  i n  
a d d r e s s i n g  a c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e  on  30 March, 
"sometimes i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to  f i n d  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be- 
tween l e f t  and r i g h t , "  i n  which c a s e  " s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism- 
Lenin ism must t h e n  be used  t o  dec ide  t h e  q u e s t i o n . "  Sup- 
p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  n o t  v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  L i n  t h e n  
directed t h a t  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  Army u n i t s  must  neve r  
t a k e  any a c t i o n  on  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e "  b u t  r a t h e r  first 

and  t h e n  " o n l y  a c t  on  command from above ."  
"give a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  s u p e r i o r  organs"  

The c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h i s  r o l e  a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  PLA go f a r  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of wide-spread 
v i o l e n c e  i n  China t o d a y  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  6 J u n e  decree d i r -  
e c t i n g  t h e  army t o  i n t e r v e n e  once  a g a i n  t o  restore order .  
Unable  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y  between ?* l e f t i s t , "  "conser -  
v a t i v e "  and " r i g h t i s t "  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  fo rewarned  
by t h e  f a t e  of t h o s e  cha rged  e a r l i e r  w i t h  " b r u t a l  suppres -  
s i o n "  of  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t , "  many commanders of army 
u n i t s  i n  China t o d a y  are  e v i d e n t l y  r e f u s i n g  t o  i n t e r v e n e  
i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  u n t i l  "commanded from above . i f  Tending  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  view is t h e , f a c t  t h a t  Pek ing  i n  r e c e n t  months 
h a s  s e n t  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  h i g h - l e v e l  government and 
m i l i t a r y  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  
i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  
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Despite t h e s e  s e t b a c k s  which have p r o g r e s s i v e l y  ex- 
t ended  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t i m e t a b l e ,  Mao is d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p e r s e v e r e  
w i t h  h i s  c o n c e p t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  By h i s  own 
r e c k o n i n g ,  Mao now e x p e c t s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  l a s t  u n t i l  
mid-1968. The o u t l o o k  for t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  t h e n ,  is for con- 
t i n u i n g  t u r m o i l  and d i s o r d e r ,  w i t h  no g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  even  
t h e n  Mao w i l l  be s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  he has  a c h i e v e d  the first 
g o a l  of h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a re- 
v i t a l i z e d  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  s t a f f e d  b y  d e v o t e d  and 
t r u s t w o r t h y  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s .  

But  what a re  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  for s u c c e s s  i n  a c h i e v -  
i n g  Mao's u l t i m a t e  g o a l  of employing  a r e v i t a l i z e d  p a r t y  
t o  a r o u s e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n t h u s i a s m  of t h e  masses  f o r  
a new " l e a p  fo rward"  i n  economic and s o c i a l  development? 
I n  answer ing  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  there is no need t o  e q u i v o c a t e .  
The u n d e r l y i n g  p remise  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h a t  
it is possible t o  c u l t i v h t e  a new T q s o c i a l i s t r T  or *fCommunist" 
man who v o l u n t a r i l y  s u b o r d i n a t e s  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  
goals  and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  c o l l e c t i v e  pro- 
d u c t i o n - - a p p e a r s  c l e a r l y  t o  be based  o n  a u t o p i a n  view of 
human n a t u r e .  When methods of p e r s u a s i o n  f a i l  t o  a c h i e v e  
t h e  u t o p i a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  i t  becomes n e c e s s a r y  to b e l y  i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  on  methods of c o e r c i o n  and s u p p r e s s i o n .  T h i s  
appears t o  be t h e  prospect i n  Communist China a s  l o n g  a s  
Mao Tse-tung c o n t i n u e s  t o  dominate  h i s  government  and h i s  
people. 

-xxvi- 

. _  
. .  

~ . 



. .  

' 

I , 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

MAO' S "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" : O R I G I N  AND DEVELOPMENT 

I. INTRODUCTION 

"The aim of t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e . .  . i s  t o  c r i t i c i ze  
and r e p u d i a t e  Wu Han and t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of o t h e r  
a n t i p a r t y  and  a n t i s o c i a l i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  bour- 
geois ie .  . . . i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  
government and o the r  d e p a r t m e n t s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a s  well 
a s  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  m u n i c i p a l  and autonomous r e g i o n  
l e v e l . "  -- C i r c u l a r  of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communist P a r t y ,  16 May 1966. 

s n e a k e d  i n t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  government ,  t h e  army and  t h e  
v a r i o u s  s p h e r e s  of c u l t u r e  a r e  a bunch of c o u n t e r - r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  r e v i s i o n i s t s . .  .Some of t h e m  w e  have a l r e a d y  s e e n  
t h r o u g h ,  others w e  have  n o t .  Some w e  still  t r u s t q a n d  a r e  
t r a i n i n g  a s  o u r  s u c c e s s o r s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  f o r  example,  p e o p l e  
of t h e  Khrushchev b rand  s t i l l  n e s t l i n g  i n  o u r  m i d s t . "  
-- Mao Tse- tung ,  T ta t emen t  i n  Above C i r c u l a r .  

IIThose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  who have 

With t h e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  16 May 1966 
c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  a t t a c k i n g  Peng Chen, t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communists have  p r o v i d e d  a document of fundamenta l  impor t -  
a n c e  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  and o b j e c t i v e s  of Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ' '  H a i l e d  a s  a "great  Marx- 
i s t - L e n i n i s t  document . .  . [ w h i c h  1 . .  . p u t  forward .  t h e  t h e o r y ,  
l i n e ,  p r i n c i p l e s  and po l i c i e s  of t h e  g rea t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  i t  r e v e a l s  what s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  
have a l r e a d y  made a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r - - t h a t  t h e  ' ' c u l t u r a l  
r o v o l u t i o n "  is i n  r e a l i t y  a " p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  d e s i g n e d  
t o  tes t  the  e n t i r e  a p p a r a t u s  of power ( p a r t y ,  government 
and army) i n  Communist China and t o  p u r g e  i t  of a l l  found 
g u i l t y  of o p p o s i n g  Mao Tse-tung.  A s  t h e  above q u o t a t i o n s  
suggest ,  i t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  from t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  p u r g e  
would be b o t h  comprehens ive  and large.  
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D i s l o y a l t y ,  d i s a f f e c t i o n  and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  thought - - these  would be t h e  b a s i c  c h a r g e s  h u r l e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  v i c t i m s  c a u g h t  u p  i n  t h e  mammoth pu rge  known 
a s  t h e  "great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  I t  fo l lows ,  
t h e n ,  t h a t  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  the h i s t o r y  of Mao's 
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  must c o n c e r n  i t s e l f  w i t h  two s e p a r a t e  

i n  Mao's p o l i c i e s  and programs of l a r g e  numbers of C h i n e s e  
Communist p a r t y ,  government and  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  and (2) 
t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  a w a r e n e s s  by Mao (and a sma l l  co te r ie  of 
t r u s t e d  a d v i s e r s )  of t h e  e x t e n t  of t h i s  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  
c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965 t o  i n i t i a t e  
t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  and  v i o l e n t  p a r t y  p u r g e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  world Communist movement. 

b u t  r e l a t e d  themes:  (1) t h e  c a u s e s  f o r  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  .. 

I 

I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  main c o n c l u s i o n s  of t h i s  a t t e m p t  
t o  - r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
a re  as f o l l o w s :  (1) t h a t  its p o i n t  of o r i g i n  was the  
Lushan c e n t r a l  committee plenum i n  mid-1959 when t h e  who le  
r a n g e  of Mao's r a d i c a l  domestic and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  was 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  a t t a c k  b y  t h e  t h e n  M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  Defense  
Peng Te-huai  (2)  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  e n s u i n g  t h r e e - y e a r  
per iod ( f e a t u r i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  w i t h d r a w a l  of t e c h n i c i a n s  
and  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  "grea t  l e a p  forward' '  and commune 
programs)  l a r g e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  deba te  
Peng had b e e n  right and Mao had b e e n  wrong; (3) t h a t  t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  crisis of c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Mao's l e a d e r s h i p ,  first 
reflected by  China s i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  permeated  t h e  r a n k s  
of t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  up t o  and  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ;  (4 )  t h a t  t h e  "social-  
ist e d u c a t i o n "  campaign i n i t i a t e d  a t  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum 
(September 1962)  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of f e r r e t i n g  o u t  o p p o s i -  
t i o n  t o ,  and a r o u s i n g  mass s u p p o r t  f o r ,  Mao s po l i c i e s  and  
programs was a d j u d g e d  a f a i l u r e  b y  Mao i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 
1964-65; a n d  (5) t h a t  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  is e s s e n t i -  
a l l y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  campaign 

' i n  p u r s u i t  of t h e  same g o a l s ,  b u t  unde r  new managenrent ( L i n  
P i a o  and t h e  o t h e r s  o n  Ma6's new t e a m ) ,  employing  new m e t h o d s  
( s y s t e m a t i c  terror  and v i o l e n c e ) ,  and d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  
a t  "o ld  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ' '  and " h i g h - l e v e l "  cadres  h e l d  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  Mao's programs.  
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11. THE BACKGROUND (JULY 1959-AUGUST 1965) 

A.  Mao Is At t acked  ( J u l y  1959) 

I 

I 
I h a n d f u l  of a m b i t i o u s  b o u r g e o i s  career is ts  and  schemers ... 

who had t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  Khrushchev r e v i s i o n i s t  c l i q u e  
l a u n c h e d  a f e r o c i o u s  a t t a c k  on t h e  p a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee headed by  Comrade 'Mao Tse-tung." --People's D a i l y  

" A t  t h e  Lushan m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  1959, a , 
4 

I 

I E d i t o r i a l ,  "Long L i v e  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought, 'I J u l y  1, 1966. 
I 
I 

r .  I n  t h i s  q u o t a t i o n ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist regime 
has c o n f i r m e d  what  had a l r e a d y  b e e n  c r e d i b l y  r epor t ed  i n  
t h e  West-- that  Peng Te-huai mounted a n  across t h e  board 
a t t a c k  o n  Mao's r a d i c a l  domestic and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  a t  
t h e  Lushan Plenum i n  mid-1959, a d v a n c i n g  i n  t h e i r  s t e a d  
programs f e a t u r i n g  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y ,  economic and t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  The g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Peng Te-huai  
a f f a i r  f o r  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  f o r  t h e  first time s i n c e  1935 Mae's p e r s o n a l  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  and programs had come under  a t t a c k  by a long- t ime ,  
t r u s t e d  ?*comrade-in-arms" who,  moreover ,  had managed t o  
m u s t e r  s u p p o r t  w i t h i n  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p .  

The o r i g i n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  i t  is 
b e l i e v e d ,  must be t r a c e d  t o  t h e  s h o c k  and s e n s e  of b e t r a y a l  
e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  Mao Tse-tung a t  Lushan. I t  is h e r e  t h a t  
seeds of d o u b t  c o n c e r n i n g  o ther  "close comrades-in-armstl  
must have been p l a n t e d ,  p r o d u c i n g  a n  i n c i p i e n t  d i s t r u s t  
which i n  t i m e  would become t h e  " s i c k l y  s u s p i c i o n " - - a s  Khru- 
s h c h e v  s a i d  of S ta l in- -which  r e c e n t l y  h a s  cha rac t e r i zed  
Mao's a t t i t u d e  and b e h a v i o r  toward h i s  long-t ime comrades. 
As is now wel l  documented, it was Mao's c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  
Wu H a n ' s  p l a y  "Hai J u i ' s  D i s m i s s a l "  c o n s t i t u t e d  a d e f e n s e  
of Peng Te-huai  and therefore  a n  a t t a c k  on him p e r s o n a l l y  
w h i c h  prompted t h e  l a u n c h i n g  of t h e  I t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965. 

O t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of w h a t  would become to  be known 
a s  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a l s o  
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o r i g i n a t e d  a t  t h i s  time, a t  l e a s t  i n  r u d i m e n t a r y  form.  
F i r s t ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  Mao, a t  a 
t i m e  when he f e l t  p e r s o n a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d ,  s h o u l d  have t u r n e d  
t o  L i n  P i a o  for  s u p p o r t  and  p r o t e c t i o n .  I n  h i s  first 
p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  a s  t h e  newly a p p o i n t e d  M i n i s t e r  of  Na- 
t i o n a l  Defense ,  L i n  P i a o  r e sponded  w i t h  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of 
p e r s o n a l  a l l e g i a n c e  p l e d g i n g  " t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  l o y a l t y  
of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army t o  t h e  p a r t y  and Comrade 
Mao. It 

O f  e q u a l  impor t ance  was t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e  f a l l  
of 1959 of a na t ion-wide  " c u l t  of Mao Tse- tung."  For t h e  
first time Mao was acc l a imed  p u b l i c l y  b y  a h i g h - l e v e l  p a r t y  
spokesman a s  t h e  most o u t s t a n d i n g  con t empor a r  y r e v o l u t i o n -  
ary, s t a t e s m a n  and t h e o r e t i c i a n  o f  Marxism-Leninism." 
Also of  i n t e r e s t  was t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h i s  time of  a t a c t i c  
which would be  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  of t h e  " g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t e s t i n g  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  tP ,  and under -  
s t a n d i n g  o f ,  Mao's t h o u g h t .  T h i s  t a c t i c  was i m p l i c i t  
i n  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n :  "The y a r d s t i c k  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  any  
i n d i v i d u a l  is a genu ine  M a r x i s t  is h i s  comprehension of  
Mao Tse- t u n g ' s  ideology. 1 1  

The p u r p o s e  of t h i s  na t ion -wide  calrpaign i n  g lor i -  
f i c a t i o n  o f  Mao Tse- tung i n  1959-1960 a p p e a r  t o  have been  
t h r e e - f o l d :  (1) t o  r e p a i r  Mao's self-esteem, which  must  
have been  b a d l y  s c a r r e d  t o  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  Peng 
Te-huai  a t  Lushan; (2)  t o  restore c o n f i d e n c e ,  b a d l y  shaken  
by t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  " g r e a t  l e a p  forward"  program, i n  
Mao's l e a d e r s h i p ;  and (3) p e r h a p s  most i m p o r t a n t ,  t o  
s u b s t i t u t e  " t h e  ideology of Mao Tse-tung" f o r  t h e  f a l s e  
r t r e v i s i o n i s m q v  of Khrushchev a s  t h e  t r u e  e x p r e s s i o n  of con- 
t empora ry  Marxism-Leninism. These  o b j e c t i v e s  remain  i m -  
p o r t a n t ,  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  
t o d a y .  

B. Mao R e t r e a t s  (September  1959 - August 1962)  

"What does emphas ize  per formance  mean? I t  means 
t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n l y  on a p e r s o n ' s  back- 
ground ... w e  m u s t  l ook  a t  h i s  per formance  d u r i n g  k e y  p e r i o d s ,  
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s u c h  a s  d u r i n g  economic h a r d s h i p s  or  d u r i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n .  We must l o o k  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  he is r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y ,  n o n - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  or c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  T h e s e  
k e y  per iods  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  T h r e e  y e a r s  of economic 
h a r d s h i p s  (1960-1962) c a u s e d  some e v i l  p e r s o n s  t o  e x p o s e  
t h e i r  t r u e  face.i i  -- Chou E n - l a i  Speech t o  Red Guards i n  
P e k i n g ,  10 September  1966 

T--- . 

Developments  i n  t h e  three y e a r  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  Lushan plenum (1959-1962) d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i n  i m p t a n t  
r e s p e c t s ,  i n  t h e  g r e a t  deba te  o v e r  dumesfdc E d  f o r e i g n  

b e e n  r i g h t  and  Mao Tse-tung had b e e n  wrong. The combined 
e f fec t  of i r r a t i o n a l  economic p o l i c y ,  s u c c e s s i v e  bad har-  
v e s t s  and  t h e  S o v i e t  w i t h d r a w a l  of t e c h n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  sum- 
mer of 1960 d e a l t  Mao's "great l eap  forward" program of 
economic development  a s h a t t e r i n g  blow. C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  
t h e  t h r e a t  of economic and p o l i t i c a l  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  Chinese  
Communist regime r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a series of u r g e n t  c o r r e c t i v e  
m e a s u r e s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1960-1961 and t h e n ,  r e l u c t a n t l y  
and  p a i n f u l l y ,  w i t h  e v e n  more d r a s t i c  r e m e d i e s  i n  a p e r i o d  i 
of f u r t h e r  r e t r e a t  f rom mid-1961 t o  mid-1962. 

A s  Chou E n - l a i  would s u b s e q u e n t l y  t e l l  t h e  Red 
Guards ,  t h i s  was a "key p e r i o d "  for  t e s t i n g  t h e  'per formance ' i  
of Communist C h i n a ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  terms of its l o y a l t y  
and d e v o t i o n  to  Mao's po l ic ies  and  programs. The perform- 
a n c e  of some of these l e a d e r s  (most n o t a b l y  L i u  Shao-chi)  
was s u c h  a s  t o  r a i se  s e k i o u s  d o u b t s  i n  Mao's mind a s  t o  
th ,e i r  l o y a l t y  and  f i t n e s s  t o  s e r v e  a s  h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s u c c e s s o r s . "  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  record of t h i s  p e r i o d  
is als'o of fundamenta l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  o r i g i n  
a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  of t h e  c u r r e n t  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

p o l i c y  s taged  a t  t h i s  h i s to r i c  m e e t i n g ,  Peng Te-huai  iiad 

--.*-*_ . . --. 1 

Although t h e  immediate C h i n e s e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
S o v i e t  w i thd rawa l  of t e c h n i c i a n s  was o n e  of d e f i a n t  optim- 
i s m ,  P e k i n g ' s  view o f  i ts domestic problems i n  t h e  w i n t e r  
o f  1960 s u d d e n l y  changed t o  o n e  of a larm.  The b a s i c  c a u s e  
of t h i s  alarm was ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  s e v e r e  sho r t age  of food 
r e a c h i n g  f a m i n e  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i s a s t e r  a r e a s  of E a s t  
and N o r t h  China.  T h e r e  is a b u n d a n t  e v i d e n c e  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  
o u t b r e a k s  of m a l n u t r i t i o n  d i seases  and of a s h a r p  jump 
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i n  t h e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  To c i t e  b u t  one 
g r a p h i c  example f rom t h e  B u l l e t i n  of A c t i v i t i e s  ( t h e  
secret m i l i t a r y  documents  c a p t u r e d i n m h e  r e s u l t s  
of a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  showed t h a t  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  C h i n a ' s  
F i r s t  Army had e x p e r i e n c e d  * t u n n a t u r a l  d e a t h s "  i n  the i r  
f a m i l i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1960-1961. T h e r e  was ample 
c a u s e  f o r  L i n  P i a o ' s  w a r n i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  t o  expect "pol i -  

" t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  armed forces do n o t  get  out of hand." 

I t h e  l o y a l t y  of t h e  Peop le ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army d u r i n g  a time 
I of  n a t i o n a l  emergency--goes f a r  t o  e x p l a i n  why f i v e  y e a r s  , l a t e r  Mao Tse- tung  would select  L i n  Pia0 a s  h i s  d e p u t y  
I t o  head up  t h e  "great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
I I n  p a r t ,  L i n ' s  s u c c e s s  was d u e  t o  i n i t i a t i n g  s u c h  c o r r e c t i v e  

measu res  a s  i n c r e a s i n g  army r a t i o n s ,  g i v i n g  p r e f e r e n t i a l  
t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of s e r v i c e m e n ,  and  h a l t i n g  a l l  
n o n - e s s e n t i a l  work programs.  But of g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  r i s e  of L i n  P i a 0  t o  h i s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  
of eminence i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p  was t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
campaign of i n t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  c a r r i e d  o u t  
i n  t h e  PLA a t  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d .  

campaign was t o  e x t r i c a t e  Mao Tse- tung  from r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  " g r e a t  l e a p  fo rward"  d e b a c l e ,  Accord ing  t o  t h e  
propaganda s t r a t e g y ,  Communist C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t i c  crisis 
had been  caused  by t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  l l s abo tage l l  of 71class 
enemies"  and by u n w i t t i n g  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  ylcorrect'l p a r t y  
pol ic ies .  S t a t e d  more b l u n t l y ,  i t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  show 
t h a t  " t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee and Comrade Mao Tse- tung 
had a l l  a l o n g  made c l e a r  and correct d i r e c t i v e s "  and t h a t  
" t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  committee is n o t  wrong, b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  
t h i n k i n g  of r u r a l  c a d r e s  is confused . "  Above and beyond 
t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  however,  i t  was the  t a c t i c s  d e v i s e d  by  L i n  
Pia0 i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  imp lemen t ing  t h i s  campaign w h i c h  would 
make a l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n  on Mao and p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  gu ide-  
l i n e s  for  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  f i v e  y e a r s  hence .  

p a i g n  of 1960-1961 ("The R e s o l u t i o n  of  t h e  E n l a r g e d  S e s s i o n  
of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee Conce rn ing  t h e  S t r e n g t h e n -  
i n g  of I n d o c t r i n a t i o n  Work i n  Troop  U n i t s , "  October 20, 19601, 

, t i c a l  t r o u b l e s 1 *  and h i s  c a l l  f o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  measu res  

I The successfu l  e x e c u t i o n  of t h i s  mi s s ion - -ensu r ing  t 

A major  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  

I n  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  cam- 
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L i n  P i a 0  s e t  f o r t h  a n d  expounded h i s  famous c o n c e p t  of 
t h e  " f o u r  firsts." H a i l e d  a s  a " c r e a t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  t h i n k i n g  of Mao Tse- tung ,"  t h e s e  p r o v i d e d  c l e a r - c u t  

work ( p o l i t i c s  comes first) ; between i d e o l o g i c a l .  and 
r o u t i n e  work ( ideo log ica l  work comes f i r s t ) ;  and between 
i d e a s  i n  books a n d  l i v i n g  i d e a s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  people ' s  

t h e s e  ref lected l o n g - s t a n d i n g  Maoist maxims, i t  was t h e  

I most n e a r l y  q u a l i f i e d  a s  a " c r e a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n "  and 
w h i c h  h a s  f i g u r e d  most p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  of 
t h e  11 c u l  t u r  a 1 r e  vo  l u  t i o n .  '* 

. . .  
I d i r e c t i v e s  i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between man and wea- 
l p o n s  (man comes f irst);  between p o l i t i c a l  work and  other 
I 

I 

I minds ( l i v i n g  i d e o l o g y  comes f i rs t ) .  Al though each of 

I f o u r t h  ( t h e  need t o  get  h o l d  of l i v i n g  ideology)  w h i c h  

T h i s  was a r e s t a t e m e n t  of Mao's famous "mass- l ine" ,  
b u t  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  or f a i l u r e  
of t h i s  mass l i n e  c l e a r l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  p a r t y  c a d r e s  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e ,  Under t h e  s l o g a n  I t g r a s p  both e n d s , "  these cadres  
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  were d i rec ted ,  a t  one e n d ,  t o  t r a n s m i t  and 
p r o p e r l y  implement t h e  " i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee,  of Chairman Mao and of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Corn- 
m i s s i o n "  a n d ,  a t  t h e  other e n d ,  t o  g r a s p  and p r o p e r l y  
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  " i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n t T  of t h e  masses  to 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  F a i l u r e  of p a r t y  p o l i c i e s ,  
t h e n ,  was t h e  f a u l t  of p a r t y  qad res  who had " c r e a t e d  a 
communication block by  f a i l i n g  i n  r e l a y i n g  i n  t i m e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  of t h e  p a r t y  and  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s  o n  t h e  o n e  hand 
and f a i l i n g  i n  s u b m i t t i n g  reports  t o  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s  o n  
t h e  o t h e r . "  The u t i l i t y  of t h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n  a t  a t i m e  
of n a t i o n a l  d i s a s t e r  was o b v i o u s - - i t  e x c u l p a t e d  t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s h i p  from r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and p r o v i d e d  a fool -proof  
formula i n  d e f e n s e  of Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  A t  
t h e  time of t h e  l a u n c h i n g  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  
i t  would p r o v i d e  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a s i m i l a r  p u r g e  of 
d e f e c t i v e  p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  b u t  w i t h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .  
A t  t h a t  time, Mao would h o l d  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
a s  d e f e c t i v e  and  therefore r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  
of h i s  p o l i c i e s .  

T h e  m e t h o d s  advanced b y  L i n  P i a 0  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
" l i v i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n i i  would  a l s o  f i g u r e  
p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  ' ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Among t h e  
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d i v e r s e  forms o f  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  recommended f o r  u s e  
were t h e  s h o u t i n g  of s l o g a n s ,  t h e  u s e  of wa l l  p o s t e r s ,  
and t h e  p r i n t i n g  of l a r g e - c h a r a c t e r  b u l l e t i n s .  C a d r e s  
were d i r e c t e d  t o  employ e x t e n s i v e l y  s u c h  s t r u g g l e  t e c h -  
n i q u e s  a s  "b ig  c o n t e n t i o n ,  b i g  b looming,  b ig  d e b a t e s  and  
b i g  c h a r a c t e r  b u l l e t i n s . "  And, i n  a d i r e c t i v e  which would 

I loom l a r g e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  ' ? c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
, t i o n , * *  PLA p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  were a d j u r e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

" c o n t i n u o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n f T  of those  cadres cha rged  w i t h  
I t h e  s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  Mao's i d e o l o g y  t o  t h e  , masses--? ' the w o r k e r s  i n  propaganda and  c u l t u r a l  d e p a r t -  - 
, ments  and  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s . "  
I 
I Although n o t  s o  well-known, t h e  r e c o r d  of Premier 

Chou E n - l a i ' s  pe r fo rmance  sugges ts  t h a t  he  too r e n d e r e d  
v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  and  p o l i c i e s  
of Mao Tse- tung  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  "key p e r i o d "  of economic 
h a r d s h i p s .  On r e c o r d  i n  October '1960 w i t h  a g lowing  
t r i b u t e  t o  Mao*s t h o u g h t  ( an  a c t  of o b e i s a n c e  wh ich  L iu  
Shao-chi d i d  n o t  see f i t  t o  pe r fo rm t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
p e r i o d ) ,  i t  is n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  Chou is t h e  o n l y  c i v i l i a n  
l e a d e r  ( o t h e r  t h a n  Mao) ment ioned  i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  of 
A c t i v i t i e s ,  credited i n  t h e s e  documents  w i t h  a s s i s a n g  
i n  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of "many complex problems" i n  t h e  armed 
forces r e c t i f i c a t i o n  campaign i n  1960-1961. As n o t e d  
a b o v e ,  o n e  of t h e s e  problems was t o  e x t r i c a t e  Mao from 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  "grea t  l e a p  forward" d e b a c l e ,  a 
s e r v i c e  Chou h e l p e d  pe r fo rm i n  a series of secret  s p e e c h e s  
i n  e a r l y  and  mid-1962 b laming  t h e  p l i g h t  of C h i n a ' s  
economy on  S o v i e t  p e r f i d y  and  c a d r e  s h o r t c o m i n g s .  I n  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  Chou a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  l o y a l t y  by 
r e a c t i n g  p rompt ly  and  v i g o r o u s l y  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  on Mao's 
l e a d e r s h i p  l aunched  by Khrushchev a t  t h e  Twenty-Second 
S o v i e t  P a r t y  Congres s  i n  October 1961, r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  
S o v i e t  l e a d e r  ' s  " e x p r e s s i o n  of u n d i s g u i s e d  s u p p o r t  fo r  
a n t i - p a r t y  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y "  ( i n  
a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  purged  M i n i s t e r  of 
N a t i o n a l  Defense  Peng Te-huai)  by " f r a n k l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  
t h e  errors of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  CPSU." Thus ,  wha teve r  
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h i s  r e a l  v i ews  o n  p o l i c y  ( u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  Chou h a s  been  
r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  symbol o f  m o d e r a t e  f o r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  CCP), 
t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Chou E n - l a i  dePended Mao Tse- 
t u n g  a g a i n s t  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  c r i t i c s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  a n d ,  by  t h i s  a c t  of l o y a l t y ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  f i t -  
n e s s  to  s e r v e  a s  o n e  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  en- 
s u i n g  "key p e r i o d "  of t h e  : ' g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e ,  a s  t h e  voluminous record 
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  h a s  made c l e a r ,  was r i f e  i n  
China d u r i n g  t h i s  time *of t r o u b l e s  i n  1961-1962. I t  is 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  however,  t h a t  many of t h e  i d e a s  
and s u g g e s t i o n s  now a t t a c k e d  a s  d i s s i d e n t  were n o t  so  
c o n s i d e r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e i r  u t t e r a n c e .  Along w i t h  
s u c h  o ther  u r g e n t  a n d  d i s t a s t e f u l  m e a s u r e s  a s  t h e  d i s -  
m a n t l i n g  of t h e  communes i n  1961, t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist 
regime f e l t  i m p e l l e d  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  a p o l i c y  of " l i b e r a l i -  
z a t i o n "  (a k i n d  of "second hundred f lowers  campaign") 
toward C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  its s c i e n t i s t s  
and t e c h n i c i a n s .  With t h i s  c a v e a t  f i r m l y  i n  mind,  t h e  
f a c t  r e m a i n s  t h a t  a number of C h i n a ' s  l e a d i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
( b o t h  i n s i d e  and  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y )  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  new 
f reedom t o  go w e l l  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  of p e r m i s s i b l e  
c r i t i c i sm of p a r t y  p o l i c i e s .  D P s a f f e c t e d  by t h e  wide- 
s p r e a d  s u f f e r i n g  c a u s e d  by t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  " g r e a t  l e a p  
forward" program, t h e y  committed t h e  most u n f o r g i v a b l e  
a c t  of a l l - - c r i t i c i z i n g  Mao Tse- tung .  

Well aware of t h e  outcome of t h e  e a r l i e r  e x p e r i -  
ment w i t h  " l i b e r a l i z a t i o n , "  Mao's c r i t i c s  i n  1961-1-962 
were c a r e f u l  t o  c l o a k  t h e i r  c r i t i c i sm by t h e  u s e  of h i s -  
t o r i c a l  a l l e g o r y ,  of pseudonyms and of Aesopian  l a n g u a g e .  
A s  is now w e l l  known, Wu H a n ' s  p l a y  "Hai J u i ' s  D i s m i s s a l , 1 q  
t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  which p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  h a s  b e e n  adjudged ( and ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d ,  r i g h t l y  
so) a s  a n  example of ' ' u s ing  a n c i e n t  t h i n g s  t o  s a t i r i z e  
t h e  present" - - in  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  l i k e n i n g  t h e  c a s e  o f  Peng 
Te-huai t o  t h a t  of a Ming Dynas ty  o f f i c i a l  who had been  
u n j u s t l y  d i s m i s s e d  by t h e  Emperor. 
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The cr i t ic ism of  Mao by Teng To, a s e c r e t a r y  o f  
the P e k i n g  m u n i c i p a l  committee cha rged  w i t h  o v e r s e e i n g  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  was much more com- 
p r e h e n s i v e  and damning. W r i t i n g  under  c o v e r  of a pseudonym 
i n  t w o  l i t e r a r y  columns i n  t h e  Pek ing  p r e s s ,  Teng To, to- 
gether w i t h  Wu Han and a t h i r d  P e k i n g  p a r t y  f u n c t i o n a r y ,  
( t o  q u o t e  a n  e a r l y  b r o a d s i d e  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' ' )  
" i n  t h e  g u i s e  of r e c o u n t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  a n e c d o t e s ,  impar t -  
i n g  knowledge,  t e l l i n g  s tor ies  and c r a c k i n g  jokes ... l aunched  
a n  a l l - o u t  and venemous a t t a c k  on our  g r e a t  p a r t y ,  u s i n g  
a n c i e n t  t h i n g s  t o  s a t i r i z e  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  r e v i l i n g  o n e  t h i n g  
w h i l e  p o i n t i n g  a t  a n o t h e r ,  and making i n s i n u a t i o n s  and 
o b l i q u e  t h r u s t s . "  An e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  c o n t e n t s  of these 
l i t e r a r y  columns,  of which s i z a b l e  e x c e r p t s  were r e p r o d u c e d  
i n  May 1966,  l e a d s  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  c h a r g e  is 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t ,  

I n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  Teng r i d i c u l e d  Mao's  famous 
d i c t u m  '!The E a s t  Wind P r e v a i l s  o v e r  t h e  West Wind" a s  
" g r e a t  empty t a l k ' '  and a d v o c a t e d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union--" learning from" and " u n i t i n g  w i t h  c o u n t r i e s  
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  o u r  own." I n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y ,  Teng directed 
a number o f  j i b e s  a t  t h e  f o l l i e s  of t h e  "great l e a p  forward" ,  
c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  it a t  v a r i o u s  times ( i n d i r e c t l y ,  of c o u r s e )  
a s  ' ' boas t ing , "  " i n d u l g i n g  i n  f a n t a s y "  and " s u b s t i t u t i n g  
i l l u s i o n  for r e a l i t y . "  Most i n c r i m i n a t i n g  o f  a l l ,  Teng 
i n s i n u a t e d  t h a t  Mao h i m s e l f  was r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  t r a g i c  
f a i l u r e s  of C h i n a ' s  domestic and f o r e i g n  po l i c i e s ,  a l l u d -  
i n g  t o  h im a s  " b o a s t f u l  and c o n c e i t e d "  and as s u f f e r i n g  
f3om a t y p e  of l lamnesia 'v wh ich  could  be c u r e d  by  " h i t t i n g  
t h e  p a t i e n t  on  t h e  head w i t h  a s p e c i a l l y  made c lub .11  What 
made these c h a r g e s  a l l  t h e  more s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i n g  was 
t h e  f a c t ,  stressed s u b s e q u e n t l y  by  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ,  t h a t  t h e y  echoed c h a r g e s  b e i n g  made 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  by Khrushchev a g a i n s t  Mao and t h e  Ch inese  
p a r t y .  

Recen t  Red Guard r e p o r t i n g  on i n t r a - p a r t y  d i s c u s -  
s i o n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1961-1962 r e v e a l s ,  moreover ,  t h a t  
t h i s  crisis of  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Mab's l e a d e r s h i p  e x t e n d e d  
i n t o  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  As these r e p o r t s  show, 
t h e r e  were b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  of o p i n i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a n d i n g  
committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  a t  t h i s  time c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
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g r a v i t y  of C h i n a ' s  d o m e s t i c  problems and t h e  methods t h a t  
s h o u l d  be employed t o  cope w i t h  these problems. On o n e  
s i d e  s t o o d  Mao and L i n  P ia0  b r e a t h i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
opt imism,"  a s  e x p r e S s e d  i n  Chairman Mao:s s t a t e m e n t  t o  
a January  1962 c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e :  ''The 
s i t u a t i o n  is v e r y  f a v o r a b l e .  B u t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  many 
p rob lems .  The f u t u r e  is b r i g h t . "  

The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e s e  problems advanced by L in  
P i a 0  (a l so  i n  J a n u a r y ,  presumably a t  t h i s  same work con- 
f e r e n c e )  was t o  improve p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  work--to 
s t u d y  "Ma0 T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t . .  . t h e  s o u l  and t h e  v e r y  l i f e  
of a l l  work. When o n e  m a s t e r s  i t ,  o n e  becomes p r o f i c i e n t  
i n  e v e r y t h i n g . "  R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  v i ew,  key  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  
e d i t o r i a l s  i n  December and J a n u a r y  s u d d e n l y  r e v i v e d  l o n g  
dormant  c o n c e p t s  of t h e  ' ' t remendous  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i g o r ,  . 
t h e  ' ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  en thus iasm" and t h e  " s u b j e c t i v e  i n i t i a -  
t i v e  and c r e a t i v i t y "  o f  t h e  masses, and  c a l l e d  upon p a r t y  
cadres  t o  " f u l l y  mob i l i ze ' '  t h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  for  p r o d u c t i o n  
by c a r r y i n g  o u t  i n t e n s i v e  " i d e o l o g i c a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  work.' ' 

- 

A l i g n e d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  d e b a t e  were L iu  
Saho-ch i ,  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  Chen Yun and others  who ( t o  
u s e  t h e  metaphor  Mao would s u b s e q u e n t l y  employ) s t o o d  i n  
t h e  "first l i n e "  and  were t h u s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  
r e s p o h s i b i l i t y  fo r  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  d o m e s t i c  crisis. Re-  
s p o n d i n g  p o i n t e d l y  t o  Mao's o p t i m i s t i c  a s s e s s m e n t  a t  t h e  
J a n u a r y  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  L i u  qhao-chi  is q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g :  
"The v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  Chairman has  d i s c u s s e d  
refers to  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  But t h e  economic 
s i t u a t i o n  c a n n o t  be s a i d  t o  be v e r y  f a v o r a b l e ;  i t  is v e r y  
u n f a v o r a b l e  , I '  E l a b o r a t i n g  t h i s  view (on u n s p e c i f i e d  oc- 
c a s i o n s ,  p r o b a b l y  a t  p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  F e b r u a r y  
and J u l y  of 1962 which Mao d i d  n o t  a t t e n d ) ,  L iu  is s a i d  
t o  have  d e p i c t e d  C h i n a ' s  economy g e n e r a l l y  a s  b e i n g  Ifon 
t h e  b r i n k  of col lapse; ' '  C h i n a ' s  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a s  "ve ry  s e r i o u s ; "  and t h e  losses i n  C h i n a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  
o f  s u c h  m a g n i t u d e  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  " s e v e n  or e i g h t  years i i  
t o  r e p a i r .  what  i s  more, L i u  is q u o t e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  

. a s  h a v i n g  c r i t i c i z e d ,  o b l i q u e l y  b u t  u n m i s t a k a b l y ,  t h e  
op t imis t ic  v iew o f  C h i n a ' s  p r o b l e m s  u t t e r e d  by Mao i n  
J a n u a r y ,  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  " u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s  or r e c o g n i z i n g  them o n l y  p a r t i a l l y ' '  a s  " a b s o l u t e l y  
n o t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of a r e v o l u t i o n i s t ,  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  of a L e n i n i s t . ' '  
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The p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  s o i v i n g  C h i n a ' s  p roblems a t  
t h i s  time advanced by Mao and L i n  P iao - - tha t  of i n t e n s i f y -  
i n g  " p o l i t i c a l  and  ideological work"--was viewed by Liu  
and  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  o f f i c i a l s  a b o u t  him a s  e i ther  i r re le-  
v a n t  or f u t i l e .  I n  a report p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1961 
by t h e  c e n t r a l  committee propaganda d e p a r t m e n t  (headed  by 

'Lu T i n g - i )  and approved  by Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  t h e  propaganda 
campaign f o r  w o r k e r s ,  p e a s a n t s  and s o l d i e r s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  
works of Mao underway a t  t h e  t i m e  was a l l e g e d l y  ad judged  
i n e f f e c t i v e  and c r i t i c i z e d ,  moreover ,  a s  " p h i l i s t i n e  ... 

A. 

I o v e r s i m p l i f i e d  ... and f o r m a l i s t i c . "  Liu  S h a o - c h i ' s  view 
I of t h e  e f f i c a c y  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
I "period of emergency" was r e v e a l e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a t -  
I t r i b u t e d  t o  h im:  "One s h o u l d  n o t  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  T h r e e  

R e d  Banner s ,  three main r u l e s  of d i s c i p l i n e  and e i g h t  
p o i n t s  f o r  a t t e n t i o n  [ c e n t r a l  themes  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
work o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army] b u t  i n s t e a d  concen- 
t r a t e  on w r i t i n g  a b o u t  someth ing  t h a t  c a n  o r  c a n n o t  be 
done .  

More damning t h a n  t h i s  i n  t h e  e y e s  of Mao, L i u  
a t  t h i s  time is s a i d  t o  have l e d  a movement, j u s t i f i e d  
a s  a n  emergency measu re ,  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a number o f  
those p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  and economic and t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i a l -  
ists who had spoken  up  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's ' l g r e a t  
l eap  forwal'd" and commune programs i n  1959,  a n d ,  l i k e  
Peng Te-huai ,  had been  l a b e l e d  "Righ t  O p p o r t u n i s t s "  and 
pu rged .  I n  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  ' I r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t s  
on R i g h t  O p p o r t u n i s t s , "  L i u  b o t h  a d v o c a t e d  i n t r a - p a r t y  
democracy ("Those who s p e a k  a t  P a r t y  m e e t i n g s  s h o u l d  
n o t  be punished")  and  condemned a s  unduly  h a r s h  t h e  
" b r u t a l  s t r u g g l e "  and "merciless blows" s t r u c k  a t  those 
who had  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  Mao i n  1959. 

Another  "emergency measure" which L i u  Shao-chi 
a l l e g e d l y  advoca ted  t o  cope  w i t h  t h e  economic crisis was 
a f u r t h e r ,  r e t r e a t  from c o l l e c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
and  summer of 1962.  Under t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  " a l l  
methods which h e l p  mobilize t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  e n t h u s i a s m  of 
t h e  p e a s a n t s  c a n  be u s e d , "  Liu  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  these me thods  

. m i g h t  i n c l u d e  " f i x i n g  o u t p u t  q u o t a s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  house-  
ho ld  and  i n d i v i d u a l  f a rming" ,  p r a c t i c e s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
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a t t a c k e d  a s  t h e  "three f r eedoms  and  one  c o n t r a c t "  or, 
more s i m p l y ,  a s  "go ing  i t  a lone"  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

I T h e s e ,  t h e n ,  compr ised  t h e  " e r r o n e o u s  t e n d e n c i e s  

I f i rst  of s e v e r a l  g r a v e  p o l i t i c a l  errors by ' ' l e a d i n g  com- 

I l e a d  L o  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  A l -  

of the r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  i n  1962" w h i c h  Mao Tse-tung w o u l d  
a t t a c k  i n  h i s  f irst  w a l l  p o s t e r  of 5 August 1968 a s  t h e  

I I r a d e s "  ( L i u  Shao-chi ,  Teng Hsiao-p ing  -- e t  a l )  w h i c h  would 

though  c o n c e d i n g  t h a t  h e  had commi t t ed  t h e  mis take  of 
" r i g h k  d e v i a t i o n i s m "  i n  1962, L i u  Shao-ch i  ( i n  h i s  " se l f -  

I criticisnY a t  t h e  October 1966 c e n t r a l  committee work con- 
' I  f e r e n c e )  would de fend  h i s  pe r fo rmance  a t  t h i s  t i m e  on  t h e  

ground t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  Mao n o t  o n l y  was k e p t  
in formed a b o u t ,  b u t  a l s o  approved ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  of t h e s e  
p a r t y  m e e t i n g s  and  t h a t  i t  was o n l y  l a t e r  t h a t  "he  ex- 
p r e s s e d  h i s  bas i c  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  our e v a l u a t i o n  and  
o u r  way of d o i n g  t h i n g s . ' '  L i u ' s  d e f e n s e  is cred ib le ,  t h e  
more so s i n c e  hlao ( a s  is h i s  cus tom i n  p e r i o d s  of r e t r e a t  
i n  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c y )  a p p a r e n t l y  r e t i r e d  t o  h i s  
t e n t  i n  J a n u a r y  1962 where he  s u l k e d  u n t i l  a s s u i n g  f o r t h  
a t  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum i n  September  ( a s  L iu  p u t  i t  i n  h i s  
" se l f -c r i t i c i sm")  " t o  correct my m i s t a k e s  f o r  t h e  first 
time . It 

I 

Whatever  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  now seems c l e a r  t h a t  Mao 
'.&e-tung ( w h o  o n l y  a y e a r  e a r l i e r  had informed M a r s h a l l  
Montgomery " e m p h a t i c a l l y "  t h a t  L iu  Shao-chi would be h i s  
s u c c e s s o r )  had b y  t h e  f a l l  of 1962 become s u s p i c i o u s  of 
t h e  l o y a l t i  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of some of h i s  t op  p a r t y  l i e u -  
t e n a n t s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  L i n  P iao  and  Chou En- la i  had 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  anew t h e i r  l oya l t : ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
" t h r e e  y e a r s  of economic h a r d s h i p s . "  L i n  P i a o ' s  s u c c e s s  
i n  r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  and d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  pe r iod  c o n t r a s t e d  s h a r p l y  
w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d  of u n r e s t  and  d i s s i d e n c e  i n  much of t h e  
rest of C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist 
p a r t y .  The s t o r y  of t h e  deve lopment  and u l t i m a t e  s u r f a c i n g  
of' the t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  f o u r  y e a r s  

, 

I 
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would be one of t h e  g r a d u a l  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of t h e  o l d  " p a r t y  
machine" (headed  by  Liu  and Teng) by a new team headed 
b y  L i n  and Chou, and o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  more extreme q e t h o d s  and t e c h n i q u e s  of p o l i t i c a l  i n -  
d o c t r i n a t i o n  p e r f e c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Army i n  1960-1962 t o  
encompass a l l  of Ch inese  s o c i e t y .  

C. Mao C o u n t e r a t t a c k s  (September 1962 - May 1964) 

"One t h i n g  which  w e  c a n  s a y  d e f i n i t e l y  a t  t h i s  time 
is t h a t  c l a s s e s  and c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  e x i s t  e v e n  i n  s o c i a l i s t  
s t a t e s . . . T h e r e  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  of ... r e p e a t e d  s t r u g g l e s  
fo r  power ... i n  a s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e .  Our c o u n t r y  must c l e a r l y  
u n d e r s t a n d  and s t u d y  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  There  is a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  c lass  w i l l  r e v i v e  and i t  is n e c e s s a r y  
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  v i g i l a n c e ,  Youth must be w e l l  e d u c a t e d  
and l e a d e r s  and t h e  masses  a l s o  m u s t  be e d u c a t e d .  Even 
o l d  l e a d e r s  must  s t u d y  and be educa ted . "  -- Mao Tse-tung,  
Speech a t  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum of t h e  CCP C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  
18 September  1962 

Al though Mao's i m p o r t a n t  speech  t o  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum 
h a s  no t  been  p u b l i s h e d  i n  f u l l ,  enough is known from e x t r a c t s  
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  ma jo r  problems a d d r e s s e d  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  
--problems w h i c h  r e m a i n  a s  c e n t r a l ,  m o t i v a t i n g  c o n c e r n s  
of t h e  q l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  S i n c e  Mao's  domestic and 
f o r e i g n  po l i c i e s  had s u f f e r e d  o b v i o u s  and s e v e r e  d e f e a t s  
i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  three-year p e r i o d ,  i t  was i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  
a r a t i o n a l e  be advanced  t o  e x p l a i n  p a s t  f a i l u r e s  and s i l e n c e  
f u t u r e  c r i t i c i sm.  T h i s  r a t i o n a l e  was t o  e x p l a i n  f a i l u r e s  
and  cr i t ic ism of p a r t y  po l ic ies  a s  l a r g e l y  t h e  handiwork 
o f  " f o r e i g n  and domestic c l a s s  enemies"  a g a i n s t  whose 
po i sonous  i n f l u e n c e  ( r e v i s i o n i s m )  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  in-  
o c u l a t e  a l l  c l a s s e s  of Ch inese  s o c i e t y  b y  means of a mas- 
s i v e  " e d u c a t i o n "  campaign. Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
above e x t r a c t  is t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  Mao s i n g l e d  o u t  C h i n a ' s  
" l e a d e r s .  . even  o l d  l e a d e r s "  a s  a s p e c i a l  t a r g e t  f o r  t h i s  
campaign--in e f f e c t ,  s e r v i n g  n o t i c e  on h i s  o l d  comrades- 
in-arms of t h e  Long March t h a t  t h e y  were no l o n g e r  exempt 
from t h e  p a i n f u l  process o f  ' ' r e c t i f i c a t i o n ' '  and " though t  
re form" which p r e v i o u s l y  t h e y  had i n f l i c t e d  on t h e i r  sub- 
o r d i n a t e s .  
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Indeed ,  t h i s  w a r n i n g  t q  "o ld  leaders" i n  Mao's 
s p e e c h  is f o l l o w e d  by  a p a s s a g e  which ,  making a l l o w a n c e  
fo r  t h e  s h i f t  i n  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  is so  p r o p h e t i c  of t h e  
c o u r s e  of t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion tc  of 
t h e  p a s t  18 months a s  t o  w a r r a n t  f u l l  quotation: 

If t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  of o u r  c h i l d r e n  were t o  
r u n  t o  r e v i s i o n i s m  and  were t o  f a l l  i n t o  a 
s t a t e  of c a p i t a l i s m  though  t h e y  m a i n t a i n  social-  
i s m  on  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  of o u r  grand-  
c h i l d r e n  would r i s e  i n  r e v o l t  and  o v e r t h r o w  
t h e i r  f a t h e r s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t .  T h a t  is b e c a u s e  
t h e  masses would n o t  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  r e v i -  
s i o n i s m .  

Al though couched i n  terms of a f u t u r e  t h r e a t  posed  by C h i n a ' s  
younger  g e n e r a t i o n ,  i t  is r e a s o n a b l e  t o  i n f e r  from t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t ,  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h a t  Mao a l r e a d y  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  
d a n g e r  of " r e v i s i o n i s m "  i n  China  n o t  a s  a c o n t i n g e n c y  i n  
t h e  remote f u t u r e ,  b u t  a s  a c l ea r  and p r e s e n t  d a n g e r  posed 
by  o l d  icomrades-in-arms'i  a g a i n s t  whom i t  would be neces -  
s a r y  t o  move c i r c u m s p e c t l y  ( b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  e n t r e n c h e d  
p o s i t i o n  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p a r t y )  and g r a d u a l l y  (because  
of t h e  s t i l l  weakened c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  economy). 

I '  
I .c----- 

T h i s  judgment  is s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w i t h -  
i n  a matter of months ( i n  May 1963) Mao would d e p i c t  t h e  
t h r e a t  of i t c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n i t  a s  o n e  w h i c h  
m i g h t  o c c u r  i n  China i n  " p e r h a p s  o n l y  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  or 
a decade ,  or s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  a t  most,ff  u n l e s s  n e c e s s a r y  
c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  were car r ied  o u t .  The bu rden  of r e spon-  
s i b i l i t y  f o r  implemen t ing  t h e s e  new countermeasures- -a  
t h r e e - f o l d  program o f  ' ' c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  fo r  
p r o d u c t i o n  and  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  exper imenta t ion"- -was  a s s i g n e d  
t o  p a r t y  cadres  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  v e r y  
f a c t  t h a t  Mao f e l t  i m p e l l e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 t o  i s s u e  
t h i s  new warn ing  of mare imminent d a n g e r  s u g g e s t e d  a mount- 
i n g  c o n c e r n  t h a t  these cad res  m i g h t  ( i n  h i s  words)  '?col- 
l abo ra t e  w i t h  t h e  enemy and be c o r r u p t e d ,  d i v i d e d  and  de- 
moralized by him'' and t h u s  p e r m i t  Ch ina '  s " M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  
p a r t y "  t o  "become a r e v i s i o n i s t  p a r t y . ' ?  

I 
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O t h e r  e x t r a c t s  f rom Mao's key  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  Ten th  
Plenum r e v e a l  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  a major  b a t t l e  of t h e  
" c l a s s  s t rugglet1 i n  China would be f o u g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  
c u l t u r e  and ideology.  F i r s t ,  Ma0 warned of t h e  dange r  of 

I i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e  by p o i n t i n g  o u t  . " t h a t  a number of 

o u t  a n t i - p a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s  and were c r e a t i n g  a c l i m a t e  of 
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s m . t q  E l a b o r a t -  
i n g  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Mao went on t o  e q u a t e  c u l t u r a l  and i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l  d i v e r s i t y  w i t h  s u b v e r s i v e  a c t i v i t y  by c l a s s  enemies  

I i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r m u l a t i o n :  "To o v e r t h r o w  a p o l i t i c a l  
I power,  i t  is a l w a y s  n e c e s s a r y ,  first of a l l ,  t o  c r e a t e  

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  t o  do work i n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s p h e r e .  
1 T h i s  is t r u e  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l a s s  a s  well as for 

t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l a s s . i t  

, peop le  were making u s e  of t h e  w r i t i n g  of n o v e l s  t o  c a r r y  

I t  is fo r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  Ch inese  Communist spokes-  
men (e.g. Madame Mao i n  F e b r u a r y  1966 a t  t h e  Army forum 
on l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t )  t r a c e  t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ' '  back  t o  Mao's c a l l  a t  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum t o  
i n i t i a t e  " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e "  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  f i e l d .  F u r t h e r ,  
i t  is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  c l a i m  is t r u e ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  
t h e  " soc ia l i s t  e d u c a t i o n " / " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e "  campaign i n i -  
t i a t e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962 c o m p r i s e s  a n  i n t e g r a l ,  i f  
f o r m a t i v e ,  phase  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Of more 
i m p o r t a n c e ,  however,  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mao from t h e  v e r y  
b e g i n n i n g  c o n c e i v e d  of t h i s  e f f o r t ,  however l a b e l e d ,  " to  
foster p r o l e t a r i a n  i d e o l o g y  and l i q u i d a t e  b o u r g e o i s  
i d e o l o g y  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  f i e l d "  a s  one  of i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  " c l a s s  enemies ."  

k 

I Y  
O t h e r  e x t r a c t s  show t h a t  Mao a t  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum 

r e v e a l e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  problem of C h i n a ' s  youth-- 
t h e  g e n e r a t i o n a l  problem of c u l t i v a t i n g  l o y a l  successors 
t o  V a o ' s  r e v o l u t i o n - - b y  emphas iz ing  t h a t  ' I c l a s s  e d u c a t i o n  
f o r  you th  must be s t r e n g t h e n e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  n a t i o n  
w i l l  r ema in  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and i n c o r r u p t i b l e  for  gene ra -  
t i o n s  and f o r e v e r . "  F i n a l l y ,  Mao i n d i c a t e d  h i s  r e s o l v e  
t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  s o c i a l i s t ,  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n t r o l s  o v e r  t h e  
economy ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r u r a l  economy) when he " r e p u d i a t e d  
t h e  t r e n d  of ' g o i n g  i t  a l o n e '  [ i . e .  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  economy] w h i c h  had been i n c i t e d  by  t h e  bour- 
geois ie  and  its e x p o n e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  . . . ' I  

! 
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The first s t a g e  of t h i s  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n " / " c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e "  campaign i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962  and ex- 
t e n d i n g  to  mid-1964, was r e l a t i v e l y  modera te .  I n  May 1963,  
a campaign t o  e l i m i n a t e  "harmful  b o u r g e o i s  i n f l u e n c e  and 
u n h e a l t h y  phenomena" i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and arts w a s  launched 
a t  a n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  of writers and a r t i s t s .  I n  Dec- 
ember 1963, Chairman Mao i s s u e d  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  "series 
of e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and s t e r n  cri t icisms 
of l i t e r a r y  and  a r t  work" which t h e  C h i n e s e  regime now 
cha rac t e r i zes  a s  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e s  on t h e  road  t o  t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A t  a m e e t i n g  of t h e  All-China 
F e d e r a t i o n  of L i t e r a r y  Workers, Mao compla ined  t h a t  "soci- 
a l i s t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  h a s  by now a c h i e v e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  
effect" i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  and 
te rmed "absu rd t t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ''many Communists a r e  en thu-  
s i a s t i c  i n  promot ing  f e u d a l i s t  and c a p i t a l i s t  a r t  b u t  
a r e  n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n  promot ing  s o c i a l i s t  a r t . "  

The t a s k  of c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  and 
c y n i c i s m  of C h i n a ' s  y o u t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  its e d u c a t e d  y o u t h ,  
was e v e n  more f o r m i d a b l e  t h a n  t h a t  posed by  t h e  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l s .  S i n c e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were 
s h a r p l y  c u r t a i l e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  co l lapse  of t h e  " g r e a t  
l e a p  fo rward" ,  t h e  almost i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  problem faced 
by p a r t y  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  was to  p e r s u a d e  these educa ted  
y o u t h  t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  careers and p e r s o n a l  a m b i t i o n s  
for t h e  good of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

The  s o l u t i o n  advanced i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 was 
t h e  f u l l - b l o w n  propaganda campaign t o  " s t u d y  t h e  good ex- 
ample of L e i  Feng." I n t e n d e d  t o  imbue C h i n a ' s  y o u t h  w i t h  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t "  and heroic  se l f - sacr i f ice  of 
t h e  " e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o r d i n a r y  s o l d i e r , "  L e i  Feng,  a major  
o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  campaign was t o  p r o v i d e  a n  ideologica l  
and moral s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e s  i n  m o t i v a t -  
i n g  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h .  I n  a t t r i b u t i n g  a l l  of L e i  F e n g ' s  
m i r a c u l o u s  accompl ishments  " t o  e a r n e s t  and  r e p e a t e d  s t u d y  
of Chairman Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  w o r k s , f i  t h i s  campaign fore-  
shadowed t h e  r e c e n t  phenomenom of Red Guards c o n s t a n t l y  
c a r r y i n g  and c o n s u l t i n g  t h e i r  red-bound " Q u o t a t i o n s  of 
Mao Tse-tung." I n  e x h o r t i n g  C h i n a ' s  y o u t h  t o  e m u l a t e  
s o l d i e r  L e i  Feng,  i t  a n t i c i p a t e d  Mao's c a l l  t o  a l l  sec tors  
o f  Chinese s o c i e t y  " t o  l e a r n  from t h e  Peop le ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  
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Army." And t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h i s  campaign t o  a c h i e v e  i ts  
object ives  ( t h e r e  were many r e p o r t s  a t  t h e  time o f  s t u d e n t s  

, poking  f u n  a t  L e i  Feng a s  a paragon of v i r t u e )  would prompt 
Mao i n  time t o  abandon p e r s u a s i o n  i n  f a v o r  of c o e r c i o n  
( t h e  v i o l e n c e  and terror o f  t he  Red Guards)  a s  t h e  s o l u -  
t i o n  t o  C h i n a ' s  you th  problem. 

I The main f o c u s  of t h e  f l s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n t 1  cam- 
t p a i g n  i n  t h e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  T e n t h  Pilenum, however,  
I was i n  C h i n a ' s  r u r a l  a r e a s  where  t h e  " spon taneous  t endency  
' t o  c a p i t a l i s m "  had deve loped  t o  an  a l a r m i n g  degree. Demon- 

s t r a t i n g  t h e  impor t ance  he  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  problem, Cha i r -  
man Mao d r a f t e d  a 10 -po in t  program i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 
d e s i g n e d  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  c o l l e k t i v e  c o n t r o l s  i n  t h e  coun t ry -  
s i d e .  Held  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h i s  r e s u r g e n c e  of  c a p i t a l  i s m ,  
r u r a l  c a d r e s  were now s u b j e c t e d  t o  a " f i v e  a n t i ' s "  campaign,  

; c h a r g e d  w i t h  p e r m i t t i n g  " i n d i v i d u a l  fa rming"  and engag ing  
i n  c o r r u p t i o n .  The a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a new f f a n t i l s l f  campaign 
s i g n i f i e d  a s h i f t  from i d e o l o g i c a l  to  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e ,  
from p e r s u a s i o n  t o  c o e r c i o n .  A l t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  con- 

r e p o r t i n g  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  v i o l e n t  n a t u r e  of t h i s  r u r a  F d u c t e d  on a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l ,  p iece-meal  b a s i s  i n  1963, 

r e c t i f i c a t i o n  campaign w i t h  a c c o u n t s  of s t r u g g l e ,  s e s s i o n s ,  
p u b l i c  t r i a l s  and b e a t i n g s  of e r r i n g  cadres.  

" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  I' however,  was t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h i s  
time of Poor  and Lower Midd le  P e a s a n t  A s s o c i a t i o n s .  Re-  
v i v i n g  t h e  " p e a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n "  used  d u r i n g  t h e  l a n d  
reform e r a  (1950-1952) t o  b u l l y  and s u p p r e s s  l a n d l o r d s  
and  r i c h  p e a s a n t s ,  t h e  regime began i n  e a r l y  1963 t o  form 
Poor  and Lower Middle P e a s a n t  A s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  
pu rpose  of  implement ing ,  unde r  p a r t y  c o n t r o l ,  t h i s  new 
t o u g h  r u r a l  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  campaign. The p a r a l l e l s  between 
t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  would be 
c r e a t e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f l - - t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  teams,  committees and c o n g r e s s e s ,  and 
t h e i r  a c t i o n  arms, t h e  Red Guards--are both numerous and 
s t r i k i n g  . 

; I  
I 

Of g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  

The first and o b v i o u s  s i m i l a r i t y  is t h a t  member- 
s h i p  is d e t e r m i n e d  by c l a s s  o r i g i n ,  s i n c e  by d e f i n i t i o n  
t h e  u r b a n  and r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  a r e  t h e  most r e l i a b l e  
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s u p p o r t e r s  of Mao's r e v o l u t i o n .  Second,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of these o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is l i m i t e d  i n  t h a t  n e i t h e r  is 
empowered t o  remove p a r t y  o r  government l e a d e r s  or ( i n  
t h e o r y )  i n t e r f e r e  i n  governmenta l  f u n c t i o n s .  T h i r d ,  and  
most i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n  of b o t h  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  is t o  s e r v e  a s  a mechanism f o r  t h e  pu rge  and t h o u g h t  
reform of e r r i n g  p a r t y  c a d r e s .  I n  e f f ec t ,  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a k i n d  of p o p u l a r  j u r y  i n  
j u d g i n g  p a r t y  c a d r e s  (who a r e  summoned before them t o  
engage  i n  se l f -c r i t i c i sm) ,  t h u s  s p a r i n g  t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f  
from t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of per fo rming  t h i s  chore and a t  t h e  
same t i m e  s e r v i n g  a s  a p r e t e n s e  of l o c a l  democracy. F in-  
a l l y ,  a f t e r  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e  c a d r e s  t o  c r i t i c i sm and s e l f -  

' cr i t ic i sm,  t h e  members of these o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  t h e n  
supposed  t o  engage  i n  t h e  same p r o c e s s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  r e g a r d e d  
a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s t a g e  of t h e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  campaign. 

. .  . .  

A t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n f 1  
campaign i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  began  t o  f o c u s  on i n i q u i t o u s  
p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  a new campaign i n a u g u r a t e d  i n  t h e  u r b a n ,  
modern sector of Ch inese  soc ie ty  ref lected t h e  same d i s t r u s t  
of t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and e f f i c a c y  of p a r t y  c a d r e s  i n  C h i n a ' s  
towns and c i t i e s .  T h i s  was t h e  campaign i n i t i a t e d  b y  Mao's 
c a l l  i n  December 1963 t o  " l e a r n  from t h e  PLA," w i t h  a l l  
p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  China now 
directed t o  s t u d y  and e m u l a t e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  opera-  
t i o n a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  methods of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army. A s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e v e a l e d ,  Vao a t  t h i s  
t i m e  ordered a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy " to  
s t u d y  t h e  methods of t h e  PLA, e s t a b l i s h  and s t r e n g t h e n  
p o l i t i c a l  work and t h u s  a r o u s e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  
of t h e  m i l l i o n s  and t e n s  of m i l l i o n s  of c a d r e s  and masses  
on t h e  economic f r o n t . "  T h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  was followed 
l i t e r a l l y ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1964 w i t h  t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  i n  i n d u s t r i a l ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t r a d e  and f i n a n c e  
and a l l  government  d e p a r t m e n t s  of a p o l i t i c a l  commissar 
s y s t e m  modeled on  t h a t  of t h e  PLA. 

1 

Although i t  was d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h e  t i m e  to  g r a s p  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  ne twork ,  t h a t  pu rpose  
is much c l e a r e r  i n  r e t r o s p e c t .  A s  a n  e a r l y ,  v i v i d  e x p r e s -  
s i o n  of h i s  d i s t r u s t  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
i t  s t r o n g l y  sugges ts  t h a t  Mao had a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
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h i s  p a r t y  was s h o t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  i n c o m p e t e n t s ,  a t  best ,  
or d i s s i d e n t s ,  a t  worst, and r e q u i r e d  a tho roughgo ing  
pu rge .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was j u s t  a t  t h i s  time, i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1964,  t h a t  Mao i s s u e d  a g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i v e  c r i t i c i z i n g  
p a r t y  c a d r e s  for " c o n c e i t ,  complacency and  c o n s e r v a t i s m , "  
a c r i t i q u e  w h i c h  would be w i d e l y  p u b l i c i z e d  i n  e n s u i n g  
s t a g e s  of Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and a p p l i e d  i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  t o  " v e t e r a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  (i. e. t h e  "old 
l e a d e r s "  referred t o  i n  Mae's Ten th  Plenum speech) i n  
t h e  uppe r  e c h e l o n s  of t h e  p a r t y .  As t h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  
ne twork  came t o  b e  s t a f f e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  by  p o l i t i c a l  
cadres r e c r u i t e d  from t h e  PLA i n  1964 and 1965, t h e  ground- 
work was b e i n g  l a i d  for t h e  emergence of L i n  P ia0  and t h e  
PLA a s  dominant f o r c e s  i n  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

D. Mao S t e p s  Up t h e  A t t a c k  ( J u n e  1964 - August 1965; 

l tYou have n o t  gone t h r o u g h  any  i n n e r - P a r t y  s t r u g g l e .  
When t h e  S o v i e t  Union was unde r  t h e  r u l e  of S t a l i n ,  nobody 
d a r e d  t o  make f r i e n d s  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  and no  two or three 
p e r s o n s  would d a r e  t o  t a l k  together ... I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1964,  
I t o l d  Peng Chen a t  P e i t a i h o :  I t  l o o k s  a s  i f  we'too w i l l  
s o o n  head f o r  a S t a l i n i s t  phase."  -- S t a t e m e n t  by Liu  J e n  
(Second S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  P e k i n g  Munic ipa l  C o m m i t t e e ) ,  
J a n u a r y  1965 

l lFol lowing a m e e t i n g  of Ch inese  leaders  i n  J u n e  
1964,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  l a u n c h  a movement of ' p e a c e f u l  
s t r u g g l e ' - - t h a t  is ,  a p u b l i c  purge  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of 
c o n s o l i d a t  i n g  s o c i a l i s m - - a g a i n s t  t h e  s e r i o u s  t h rea t . .  . 
o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  a g i t a t i o n .  * . b u r e a u c r a t i s m  and c o r r u p t i o n  
among p a r t y  cadres . . . some of them h i g h l y  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  h i e r a r c h y . .  . 

Mao Tse- tung  h a s  ordered a comple t e  reform i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  ...[ b e c a u s e ]  ... i n t e r n a l  enemies  of t h e  
regime a r e  t r y i n g  t o  undermine i t  and t h i s  s o r t  of con- 
s p i r a c y  u s u a l l y  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  sphere."  -- B r i e f i n g  b y  a C h i n e s e  Communist O f f i c i a l ,  2 1  J a n u a r y  
1965 

. .  
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The p u r p o s e s  and s t r a t e g y  of t h e  "grea t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  were i n t i m a t e d  p u b l i c l y  by  Mao Tse- 
t u n g  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago i n  t h e  1 4  J u l y  1964 polemic "On Khru- 
s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism and Its H i s t o r i c a l  L e s s o n s  f o r  
t h e  World" a n d ,  a s  t h e  above q u o t a t i o n s  sugges t ,  r e v e a l e d  
p r i v a t e l y  i n  much more c a n d i d  form i n  secret p a r t y  meet- 
i n g s  a t  t h e  time. R e f l e c t i n g  a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t a t u s  and f u t u r e  c o u r s e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  Mao 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  u n v e i l e d  a 1 5 - p o i n t  program d e s i g n e d  t o  root  
o u t  r e v i s i o n i s m  a n d  p r e v e n t  a r e s t o r a t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s m  
i n  C h i n a ,  The p r o d u c t  of Mao's t w i l i g h t  y e a r s ,  t h i s  
theore t ica l  pronouncement p u r p o r t e d  t o  be a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  of s u c h  a s s a u l t s  o n  t h e  d i c -  
t a t o r s h i p  of the p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a s  t h e  Hun- 
g a r i a n  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n  i n  1956 and  t h e  r i s e  of Khru- 
s h c h e v  r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. The message was 
c l e a r - - u n l e s s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m e a s u r e s  were a d o p t e d ,  t h e  
same t h i n g  cou<ld and would happen i n  China too. 

c e l e r a t i o n  and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  program of " c u l t i -  
va t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s  . ? ?  C h a r a c t e r i z i n g  t h i s  
program a s  "an e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n ,  a mat te r  of 
l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  for our P a r t y  and o u r  c o u n t r y , "  Ma0 l a i d  
down f i v e  c r i t e r i a  i n  "On Khrus hc hev '  s Phoney Communism" 
t o  govern  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s u c c e s s o r s . t ?  Of these r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  was t h a t  t h e y  "come forward i n  mass s t r u g g l e s  
and a r e  tempered i n  t h e  g r e a t  s torms of r e v o l u t i o n . i t  
When combined w i t h  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  t h a t  " they  must  e s p e c i -  
a l l y  w a t c h  o u t  f o r  ca 'reerists a n d  c o n s p i r a t o r s  l i k e  Khru- 
s h c h e v  and p r e v e n t  s u c h  bad e l e m e n t s  from u s u r p i n g  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  p a r t y  and government  a t  a n y  l e v e l  , ? ?  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  Red Guard movement i n i t i a t e d  
two y e a r s  l a t e r  were adumbrated i n  t h i s  key Maoist docu- 
ment.  

The first of these e x t r a o r d i n a r y  measures  was ac-  

T h e r e  was, moreover ,  a new emphas is  i n  Mao's d i s -  
c u s s i o n  of t h e  problem of c u l t i v a t i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c -  
cessors" i n  mid-1964. Whereas p r e v i o u s l y  he  had a p p e a r e d  
to e n v i s a g e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  and 
c o n t i n u i t y  of h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d o c t r i n e s  a s  a r i s i n g  when . 
a "new g e n e r a t i o n "  assumed p o s i t i o n s  of l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  
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f u t u r e ,  Mao now began o p e n l y  t o  d e p i c t  t h i s  t h r e a t  a s  one 
posed by t h e  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  of  older p a r t y  c a d r e s .  
I n  a d d r e s s i n g  a h i g h - l e v e l  p a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  J u n e  1964,  
Mao r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h i s  f i v e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  

t o  e x i s t i n g  cadres w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  On t h e  
same o c c a s i o n ,  he asserted t h a t  there were l a r g e  numbers 
o f  " c o n s p i r a t o r s  l i k e  Khrushchev" w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  
Ch inese  Communist p a r t y - - " a l l  depa r tmen t  and p r o v i n c e s  

' Communist o f f i c i a l  i n  e a r l y  1965, i t  was a t , j u s t  t h i s  time 
t h a t  Mao, a l a rmed  by t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  of v i d e o l o g i c a l  : bankruptcy"  of  "older c a d r e s "  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who had 

p o l i c y  of r e j u v e n a t i n g  t h e  c o r p s  of cadres" w i t h  younger 
men. The i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Ch inese  
o f f i c i a l ,  was t o  "force older c a d r e s  t o  make a maximum 
e f f o r t  and t r y  t o  keep  up  w i t h  t h e  vanguard  of progress." 

I and t r a i n i n g  o f  lqsuccessorslt were r e a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  a p p l y  
I +. 

I have some." F u r t h e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  to a b r i e f i n g  by a Chinese  

I l o s t  t h e i r  'Bnthusiasm and d e v o t i o n , "  dec ided  upon a "new 

With  t h i s  i n  mind, t h e  pu rpose  of a major P e o p l e ' s  
D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l ,  " C u l t i v a t e  and T r a i n  M i l l i o n s  of Succes-  
sors, l f  p u b l i s h e d  on  3 August 1964,  becomes c lear .  Assert- 
i n g  C h i n a ' s  " s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n '  t o  be one  of " u n i n f e r -  
r u p t e d  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  a new 
s t a g e  of "b roaden ing  and deepen ing  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n "  
had a r r i v e d .  I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  new s t a g e ,  i t  was nec- 
e s sa ry  t o  make " h i g h e r  demands" upon t h e  ' Inuc leus  of t h e  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  The new s tage of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  " r e - e d u c a t i o n  
of o u r  cadres and t h e  r e a d j u s t m e n t  of o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r a n k s .  

\ 

The s i g n a l  f o r  a g e n e r a l  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  purge  
of t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  had been  
g iven .  I t  was t h i s  s i g n a l ,  together  W i t h  other s i g n s  of 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of a new, d e e p e r  " i n n e r - P a r t y  s t r u g g l e "  
which l e d  Liu  J e n  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1964 to  p r e d i c t  a coming 
" S t a l i n i s t  phase" i n  China .  

The i s s u e  o v e r  which t h e  d e e p e r  " i n n e r  P a r t y  s t r u g -  
gle" would b e  waged was r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  second  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

, measure i n  Mae's new program t o  root o u t  r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  
China--the l a u n c h i n g  of a b i t t e r  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  C h i n a ' s  
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i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  The d i r e c t i v e  t o  e s c a l a t e  t h e  a t t a c k  was 
p r o v i d e d  b y  Mao a t  a June  1964 All-China F e d e r a t i o n  of 
L i t e r a r y  and A r t  Circles when he  charged  t h a t  Ch inB ' s  
" l i t e r a r y  workers"  (and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  unde r  t h e i r  con- 
t r o l )  s i n c e  1949 had " i n  t h e  main f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  po l ic ies ;"  had i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  " f a l l e n  t o  t h e  
b r i n k  of r e v i s i o n i s m ; "  a n d ,  f a i l i n g  e a r n e s t  reform, "would 
i n e v i t a b l y  become a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  P e t o f i  C lub  
of Hungary,"  S i n c e  C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had n o t  a c t i v e l y  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y ,  i t  followed ( t o  
q u o t e  Mao's view p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  sec- 
t i o n )  t h a t  t h e y  were engaged i n  a "consp i r acy"  w i t h  " in-  
t e r n a l  enemies  of t h e  regime [who w e r e ]  t r y i n g  t o  under-  
mine i t ."  

T h i s  view of a c o n s p i r a c y  between C h i n a ' s  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  and l e a d i n g  p a r t y  c a d r e s ,  moreover ,  was r e v e a l e d  
p u b l i c l y  i n  t h e  s a v a g e  d e n u n c i a t i o n  of t h e  a r c h - r e v i s i o n -  
ist Yang Hsien-chen ( fo rmer  head of t h e  CCP Highe r  P a r t y  
S c h o o l )  i n i t i a t e d  i n  August 1964.  I n  advanc ing  h i s  here- 
t i c a l  concep t  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  a s  "two merging  i n t o  one,"  
Yang was accused  of  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  same f u n c t i o n  a s  t h a t  
wh ich  t h e  S o v i e t  ph i losopher  Debor in  had per formed i n  
t h e  l a t e  E9201s--namely, p r o v i d i n g  t h e  " i d e o l o g i c a l  weapon" 
fo r  Ifan a n t i - P a r t y  group."  Al though n o t  deve loped  a t  t h i s  
time, t h i s  c h a r g e  of a l i n k  between i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  was echoed by P remie r  Chou 'En- la i  . ( i n  a secret 
p o r t i o n  of  h i s  December 1964 work r e p o r t  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
P e o p l e ' s  Congress) when he  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  " s p i r i t  
of r e v i s i o n i s m  w h i c h  r e i g n s  i n  Chinese  p o l i t i c a l  and  in-  
t e l l e c t u a l  c i rc les ."  

S i n c e  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  is a d i r e c t  o u t -  
g r o w t h  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  i n  mid-1964 " t o  l a u n c h  a recti-  
f i c a t i o n  campaign ... on t h e  f r o n t  of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t , "  
i t  is i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  man selected b y  Mao a t  t h i s  t i m e  I 

t o  l e a d  t h e  i n i t i a l  phase  was Peng Chen. Sel'e'cted t o  
head t h e  f i r s t  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupct  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee cha rged  w i t h  s c r e e n i n g  t h e  l i t e r a r y  and a r t i s t i c  
o u t p u t  of i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  f e w  
y e a r s ,  Peng would f i n d  ( i f  he  d i d  n o t  a l r e a d y  know) t h a t  
t h e  most f l a g r a n t  examples  of " a n t i p a r t y  and a n t i s o c i a l -  
ist po i sonous  weeds" had a p p e a r e d  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  of h i s  . 
own Pek ing  p a r t y  commit tee .  Charged t o  f e r r e t  o u t  high- 
l e v e l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a d r e s  opposed t o  Mao, he  would  be  t h e  
f i r s t  prominent  v i c t i m  h i m s e l f .  
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The t h i r d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  measu re ,  a l t h o u g h  i n i t i a t e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  "On Khrushchev ' s  Phoney Commun- 
i s m , "  was Mae's p l a n  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  propaganda a p p a r a t u s  
i n  p a r t y  and government  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  r e c r u i t e d  
from t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army. A d e f i n i t i v e  s t a t e -  
ment ;.of t h e  p u r p o s e  and f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  
p o l i t i c a l  network i n  t h e  economy and government was pro- 
v i d e d  by Yang Shu-ken i n  F e b r u a r y  1965 a t  a n a t i o n a l  con- 
f e r e n c e  for  p o l i t i c a l  c a d r e s  i n  t r a d e  and f i n a n c e  work. 
Tak ing  a s  h i s  t e x t  L i n  P i a o ' s  e x p o s i t i o n  of t h e  I f fou r  
f i r s t s "  a t  t h e  October 1960 PLA p o l i t i c a l  work c o n f e r e n c e  
( c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a " g e n e r a l  summation of o u r  P a r t y ' s  
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  p o l i t i c o - i d e o l o g i c a l  work o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s t t ) ,  Yang s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
f u n c t i o n  of t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  network was " g r a s p i n g  both  
e n d s  we l l " - - tha t  is, I t t o  keep a f i r m  g r i p  on b o t h  t h e  
u p p e r  e n d ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  of Mao Tse- tung  and t h e  p o l i c i e s  
and d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r ,  and t h e  lower e n d ,  
t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  of t h e  b road  masses  of workers." 
W i t h  t h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e n d e d  ro le  f o r  t h e  new 
p o l i t i c a l  network t h r o u g h o u t  government  and  t h e  economy 
--to replace t h e  e x i s t i n g  a g i t p r o p  a p p a r a t u s  a s  t h e  t rans- '  
m i s s i o n  b e l t  fo r  Maois t  t h o u g h t  and p a r t y  p o l i c i e s - - w a s  
made c l ea r .  And w i t h  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  
some 200,000 ex-PLA o f f i c e r s  and men a t  work i n  t h e  t r a d e  
and  f i n a n c e  sector were s t a f f i n g  t h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  n e t -  
work,  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  reor- 
g a n i z a t i o n  and  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist 
p a r t y ,  a s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  of t h e  c u r r e n t  t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n " ,  was w e l l  underway i n  e a r l y  1965.  

As he would r e v e a l  i n  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  F rench  e m i s -  
s a r y  Andre Malraux i n  t h e  summer  of 1965,  Mao had come 
t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  n o t  
o n l y  had f a i l e d  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t t r e v i s i o n i s m t t  b u t  was i t se l f  
l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  " r e v i s i o n i s m "  i n  China.  When 
q u e r i e d  by Malraux j u s t  what he  meant by t h e  term " r e v i -  
s i o n i s m , "  Mao r e p l i e d  t h a t  I fas  a p r a c t i c a l  matter" he  
meant " c o r r u p t i o n  among t h e  c a d r e s  and d i s r e g a r d  of s t a t e  
d i r e c t i v e s  by t h e  p e o p l e . i f  Mao was a l r e a d y  b l aming  a 
d e f e c t i v e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of his p o l i c i e s .  
Hence, t h e  need t o  r e o r g a n i z e  and r e j u v e n a t e  t h e  p a r t y  
by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  younger ,  more m i l i t a n t  e l e m e n t s  f rom 
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army. 
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Two deve lopmen t s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1964-1965 sug- 
g e s t e d  t h a t  Mao blamed n o t  o n l y  t h e  r a n k - a n d - f i l e  b u t  a l s o  
t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  fo r  t h e  
growth  of " r e v i s i o n i s m "  i n  China.  F i r s t ,  i n  a major  work 
report  t o  t h e  T h i r d  N a t i o n a l  People ' s  Congress  i n  December 
1964,  Chou E n - l a i  denounced p u b l i c l y  a number of t h e  emerg- 
ency  p o l i c i e s  and programs i n s t i t u t e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  col- 

handiwork of "c l a s s  enemies."  Al though n o t  r e v e a l e d  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  i t  is now known from R e d  Guard m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
most of t h e  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  Chou c r i t i c ized  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  
had e i ther  been  advoca ted  or approved  by L iu  Shao-chi  and 
Teng Hsiao-p ing  i n  t h i s  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .  Now, a f t e r  C h i n a ' s  
economy had r e v i v e d ,  t h e  ve ry  measu res  w h i c h  had e n a b l e d  
t h i s  r e c o v e r y  were a t t a c k e d  a s  19bourgeo i s i i  and " r e v i s i o n -  
ist" i n  n a t u r e .  

l a p s e  of t h e  "great  l e a p  forward" i n  1960-1962 a s  t h e  L- . 

" _  

The second  development  o c c u r r e d  a t  a c e n t r a l  com- 
mi.ttee work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  J a n u a r y  1965, a t  w h i c h  a 
major  p a r t y  document (''Some C u r r e n t  Problems Raised  i n  
t h e  S o c i a l i s t  E d u c a t i o n  Movement i n  t h e  R u r a l  Areasit or, 
more s i m p l y ,  "The 2 3 . z o i n t s 1 ' )  was drawn up unde r  Mao's 
p e r s o h a l  g u i d a n c e . ;  The pu rpose  of t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a s  
recent Red Guard maTeYials have d i s c l o s e d ,  was t o  c r i t i -  
c ize  and r e c t i f y  mistakes committed by L i u  Shao-chi  i n  
d i r e c t i n g  t h e  r u r a l  i f s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n 1 *  or' " f o u r  c l e a r -  
ance" campaign i n  1964.  These m i s t a k e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have 
i n c l u d e d  (1)  makin t o o  gloomy an  a sbessmen t  of t h e  r e s u l t s  
of t h e  campaign &n t h e  p a s t  y e i r , a n d  more, i n s t e a d  of 

t 
t t l e s  w e  have.  los t  them d u r i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
; (2) a d v o c a t i n g  s tr i  e n t '  measures a g a i n s t  
1 c a d r e s  a s  a w h o l e  &tiny r u r a l  c a d r e s  have 

committed errors" "we must r o u s e  t h e  masses 
w i t h o u t  r e s t r a i n t "  ; (3 )  d e n i g r a t i n g  one  of Mao's work 
methods-- that  of Td o l d i n g  therefore " i n v e s t i  a t i o n  mee t ings"  " T h i s  
method does n o t  work i n  many c a s e b ;  and (4) s u b s C ; f u t i n g  
h i s  own views i n  place of Mao's t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i f f o u r  c l e a k a n c e "  movement. 
As Liu  would admi t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n  h i s  Oc tobe r  1966 " s e l f -  

L e f t i s t  b u t  were a c t u a l l y  R i g h t i s t ,  a r e p e t i t i o n  O f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  error 8 f  ? r i g h t  d e v i a t  i o n i G w h i c h  he had com- 
m i t t e d  i n  1962.  

cr i t ic ism,"  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e d  " m i s t a k e s  w h i c h ,  a p p e a r e d  - 
n 

\J 
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I t  was c l e a r  t o  t:>ose p r e s e r  '7 moreover ,  t!;a L Lao was 
l e v e l i n g  a s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  a t t a c k  on Liu  Shao-chi  a t  
t h i s  work c o n f e r e n c e .  V i e w s  w h i c h  L i u  had advoca ted  t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  September  a t  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  meeting were denounced 
i n  t h e  document drawn up under  Mao's s u p e r v i s i o n  a s  ' 'not 
Marxis t -Lenin is t" - -a  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e  i n  a Communist s t a t e .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  document r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a new t a r g e t  had 
been selected f o r  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  campaign i n  
u r b a n  and r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  v e r y  same t a r g e t  a s  t h a t  w h i c h  
would  be selected s u b s e q u e n t l y  f o r  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - " t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  
a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  t ak ing .  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road . "  And when 
t h e  document f u r t h e r  asserted t h a t  these " c l a s s  enemies" 
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  were b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  and p r o t e c t e d  b y  
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  " a t  h i g h e r  l e v e l s .  . even  p r o v i n c i a l  and 
c e n t r a l  l e v e l s , "  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  Mao was i n t e n t  upon 
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  scope o f  h i s  " rec t i f  i c a t i o n " / p u r g e  campaign 
i n t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  e c h e l o n s  of t h e  Ch inese  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  
/- 

I 
I 

The s h a r p  e s c a l a t i o n  of t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  domestic 
"c lass  enemies"  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  months i n  1964 r e a c h e d  a 
c r e s c e n d o  i n  J a n u a r y  1965 o n l y  t o  be  f o l l o w e d  by a n o t i c e -  
a b l e  l u l l .  I n  s e e k i n g  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  l u l l ,  i t  
seems c lear  t h a t  a major  f ac to r  was a p p r e h e n s i o n  o v e r  t h e  
r a p i d  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U . S ,  war e f f o r t  i n  Vietnam d u r i n g  
t h e  w i n t e r  and  s p r i n g  of  1965, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
i n  F e b r u a r y  t o  i n i t i a t e  l a r g e - s c a l e  bombing of North V i e t -  
nam on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  S i n c e  t h i s  was n o t  p l a y i n g  t h e  
game of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  war a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mao's r u l e s  ( i . e .  
i t  v i o l a t e d  Mao's t h e s i s  of t h e  s a n c t u a r y  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
b a s e s ) ,  i t  must have been a n  unexpec ted  and a l a r m i n g  
deve lopmen t ,  The r e a c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  was de-emphasis  of i t c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e v i  i n  o rder  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  and u n i t e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  t h e  f a c e  of a possible  war s i t u a t i o n .  And, i n  f a c t ,  r 

t h e  dominant  theme of Communist C h i n a ' s  domestic propagnda- 
p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  campaign i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer 
of  1965 was t h a t  o f  "war p r e p a r a t i o n s . "  

Moreover ,  it was j u s t  a t  t h i s  time t h a t  Mao began 
t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  same c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  l o y a l t y  and d e v o t i o n  

m i l i t a r y  c a d r e s ,  a s  he  had d i s p l a y e d  e a r l i e r  t owards  t h e  
p a r t y .  I n  a N e w  Y e a r ' s  Day message t o  t h e  PLA, C h i e f  of 

1 of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army, i n c l u d i n g  h igh - rank ing  
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S t a f f  Lo J u i - c h i n g  made t h e  same c r i t i c i sm of " c o n c e i t ,  
complacency and c o n s e r v a t i s m  among some of o u r  comrades t t  
which Mao e a r l i e r  had l e v e l e d  a t  p a r t y  c a d r e s .  I t  would 
n o t  be r e v e a l e d  u n t i l  l a t e r  ( i n  r e c e n t  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s )  
t h a t  Lo h i m s e l f  was g u i l t y  of these offenses; t h a t ,  i n  
f a c t ,  he had a l r e a d y  been s u b j e c t e d  t o  cr i t ic isn!  by  L i n  
P i a o  f o r  e m p h a s i z i n g  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of 
p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  work i n  t h e  armed forces. In- 
t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s  a s  a r e v i v a l  of m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s r r ,  
Mao r e s p o n d e d  i n  May 1965 by d e c r e e i n g  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of 
a l l  m i l i t a r y  r a n k s  i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s .  Another  f a c t o r  

I 

I e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  n o t i c e a b l e  lull i n  1965 i n  Mao's campaign 
I a g a i n s t  " c l a s s  enemies" w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e n ,  was t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  of d e a l i n g  first of a l l  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  of d i s -  
s i d e n c e  and i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  of t h e  
Army. * 

T h e  most i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h i s  l u l l  
a p p e a r s  i n  re t rospec t ,  however,  t o  have been Mao's deci- 
s i o n  t o  a l l o w  h i s  top  p a r t y  l i e u t e n a n t s  a p e r i o d  of time 
i n  wh ich  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  m i s t a k e s  he had p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  
them.  A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  October 1966 p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  
Chen Po-ta would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  had b e e n  Mao's s t r a t e g y  
by  s t a t i n g :  "When t h e  23 P o i n t s  were d r a f t e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  
t h e  Chairman c r i t i c i zed  Liu and Teng..  . b u t  t h e  cr i t ic ism 
f a i l e d  t o  t o u c h  them." What is more, t h e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  
of L i u  and Teng to  a c c e p t  and a c t  upon Mao's cr i t ic ism 
t h e n  produced a s i t u a t i o n  of t e n s i o n  and s t a l ema te  w i t h i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, a s  Mao would s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e v e a l  

time of t h e  23 P o i n t s ,  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  P e k i n g  was t e n s e  
and s o  was t h a t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee." When t h i s  
t e n s i o n  r e a c h e d  a n  a c u t e  s tage  a t  a c r u c i a l  m e e t i n g  of 
t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  i n  September 1965, t h e  "grea t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would b e g i n .  

i n  h i s  speech t o  t h e  October work c o n f e r e n c n :  e " A t  t h e  f 

1 

' 

*Confirming t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mao had a l r e a d y  become s u s -  
p i c i o u s  of Lo J u i - c h i n g  was t h e  c h a r g e ,  r e v e a l e d  subsequ-  
e n t l y  i n  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  t h a t  Lo, a t  t h i s  time if 
n o t  e a r l i e r ,  " t o l d  o t h e r  people t h a t  Chairman Mao d i d  
n o t  t r u s t  him and wanted t o  p u r g e  him." 
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" L a s t  y e a r  i n  September-October ,  1 r a i s e d  t h e  ques- 
t i o n  o f  what s h o u l d  be done a t  l o c a l  l e v e l s  i f  r e v i s i o n i s m  
emerged i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .  I f e l t  t h e n  t h a t  my 
i d e a s  c o u l d  n o t  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  Peking .  Why d i d  t h e  
cri t icism o f  Wu Han begin i n  Shanghai ,  and n o t  i n  Peking? 
Because t h e r e  was no one  t o  do  i t  i n  Peking ."  -- Mao Tse-  
t u n g ,  Speech a t  P a r t y  Work Confe rence ,  25 October 1966. 

"The aim of t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e . ,  . is t o  c r i t i c i z e  
and r e p u d i a t e  Wu Han and t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of other  
a n t i - p a r t y  and a n t i s o c i a l i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  bour- 
g e o i s i e  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  and i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  govern- 
ment and o the r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  m u n i c i p a l  and  autonomous r e g i o n  l e v e l s . "  
- - C i r c u l a r  of t h e  CCP C e n t r a l  Committee, 1 6  May 1966. 

According t o  a n  \ a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Ch inese  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  o r i g i n a t e d  
a t  a c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  September-October  
1965 when Chairman Mao i s s u e d  " i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
criticism of Wu Han." As t h e  above  q u o t a t i o n s  s u g g e s t ,  
Mao had a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d  t o  u s e  Wu Han a s  a s t a l k i n g  horse 
f o r  much l a r g e r  game i n  t h e  " p a r t y ,  government and other  
depa r tmen t s "  (e .g . ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army), i n c l u d -  
i n g  Peng Chen ( t h e  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  i n  P e k i n g ) ,  Lo J u i -  
c h i n g  ( t h e  PLA C h i e f - o f - S t a f f )  and q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  L iu  
Shao-chi  and Teng Hs iao -p ing  a s  w e l l .  

I t  is i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  a s  a f i n a l  t es t  of the  
l o y a l t y  and t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s  of h i s  o ld  ' tcomrades-in-armsTt 
t h a t  Mae's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  c a n  best  be u n d e r s t o o d .  
His e a r l i e r  s u s p i c i o n s  of d i s l o y a l t y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  
d i s p l a y  of f u r t h e r  r e s i s t a n c e  b y  t o p  l e a d e r s  a t  t h i s  cen-  
t r a l  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d e d  a t  t h i s  time 
t o  i n i t i a t e  a r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign of a new type-- 
d i rected a t  "old comrades" and "h igh - rank ing  c a d r e s "  hold- 
i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o f  a u t h o r i t y - - d e s i g n e d  t o  make t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communist p a r t y ,  t h e  government  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  
and u t l i m a t e l y  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e ,  once  more r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  h i s  w i l l .  
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F o r c e d  t o  p l a n  and r u n  t h i s  campaign o u t s i d e  normal 
p a r t y  c h a n n e l s ,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  c r ea t ed  h i s  own o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  and  c h a n n e l s  of communicat ion a t  a n  e a r l y  s tage of 

t o  whom Mao now t u r n e d  for a d v i c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  were L in  
P i a 0  ( h i s  l o n g - t r u s t e d  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ) ,  Chen Po-ta ( h i s  
former p o l i t i c a l  s ec re t a ry ) ,  Chou E n - l a i ,  Kang Sheng (a 
long- t ime i n t e l l i g e n c e  s p e c i a l i s t )  and l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  
h i s  w i f e ,  Chiang  Ching. S i n c e  it w a s  d i r ec t ed  p r i n c i p a l l y  
a t  p o w e r f u l  l e a d e r s  who c o n t r o l l e d  much of t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s ,  Mao would a l s o  f i n d  it n e c e s s a r y  t o  look o u t s i d e  
t h e  p a r t y  for suppor t  and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  
campaign,  t u r n i n g  first t o  t h e  PLA and  t h e n  t o  s u c h  extra-  
p a r t y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  Red Guards.  

I t h e  * I c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ,  w i t h  those p e r f o r m i n g  l e a d i n g  
1 ro l e s  d e s t i n e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p u r g e  v i c t i m s .  Among those 
! 

The o b j e c t i v e s  and s t r a t e g y  of t h i s  new t y p e  of , 

r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign,  a l r e a d y  i m p l i c i t  i n  Mao's 
14 J u l y  1964 polemic "On K h r u s h c h e v ' s  Phoney Communism," 
were c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  i n  a C h i n e s e  Communist b r i e f i n g  to  
a f o r e i g n  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  a t  t h i s  time. Whereas t h e  
t h r e a t  of r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  China had been dep ic t ed  e a r l i e r  
i n  g e n e r a l  terms, i t  was now t raced d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  of h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  govern- 
ment a n d  m i l i t a r y .  R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  change i n  d e f i n i t i o n  
and a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  campaign was now S t a t e d  \ 
t o  be t h e  "removal  of a n y  ' l i t t l e  Khrushchevs '  who may be i 
l u r k i n g  i n  China." I n  order t o  detect  and remove t h e s e  
" l i t t l e  Khrushchevs,"  moreover ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e l y  
on t h e  "masses" who would be e d u c a t e d  " t o  expose t h i s  t y p e  
of a c t i v i t y . "  

The r e a s o n  why i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e l y  on t h e  
masses  was s t a t e d  w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g  c a n d o r :  e x p e r i e n c e  had 
shown t h a t  t h e  " l i t t l e  Khrushchevs" had a g e n t s  and pro- 
tectors i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  p a r t y  and govern-  
ment ( " the  secret  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of J u s t i c e . .  . and  
t h e  C o n t r o l  Committee") which  therefore c o u l d  n o t  be t r u s t e d  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  p u r g e  on i ts  own. S i n c e  " t h i s  c a n n o t  
be done from t h e  t op , "  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  e d u c a t e  and  
mobilize t h e  masses  (working together w i t h  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
a p p a r a t u s )  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u r g e  from below. Although 
i t  would be n e a r l y  a y e a r  before C h i n a ' s  Red Guards would 
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a p p e a r ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
e x t r a - p a r t y  o r g a n  was se t  f o r t h  c l e a r l y  i n  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965. D 

Although t h e  Ch inese  Communists t r a c e  its o r i g i n  
t o  t h e  September-October p a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e  n o t e d  above ,  
t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  
b e g i n  u n t i l  November 1965.  Even t h e n ,  fo r  a p e r i o d  of 
n e a r l y  s i x  months ,  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would be 
c a r r i e d  o u t  l a r g e l y  i n  secret. T h i s  secrecy (a n e c e s s a r y  
p a r t  o f  t h e  t e s t i n g  p r o c e s s )  s e r v e d  t o  c o n c e a l  ( n o t  on ly  
from f o r e i g n  o b s e r v e r s  b u t  a l s o  from t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t a r g e t s )  
a fundamen ta l  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of Mao's ' ? c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h a t  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  was i n  r e a l i t y  
a ? ' p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  d e s i g n e d  t o  tes t  t h e  e n t i r e  ap- 
p a r a t u s  of power ( p a r t y ,  government and army) and t o  purge  
f rom i t  a l l  (no m a t t e r  how h i g h l y  p l a c e d )  found  g u i l t y  
o f  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and programs of Mao Tse-tung.  
The s t o r y  of  t h e  first s tage of t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  ex tend-  
i n g  from November 1965 t o  May 1966,  t h e n ,  c o n c e r n s  t h e  
p r o g r e s s i v e  u n f o l d i n g  o f  t h i s  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign 
i n  a l l  sectors of Communist C h i n a ' s  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s .  
An i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  of t h i s  s t o r y ,  moreove r ,  would be 
t h e  r e a c t i o n  and s u b s e q u e n t  conduc t  o f  those i n  h i g h  pos i -  
t i o n  once aware  t h a t  t h e y ,  n o t  d i s s i d e n t  writers and 
a r t i s t s ,  were t h e  u l t i m a t e  t a r g e t  o f  t h i s  campaign. 

p a i g n  i n i t i a t e d  by Mao i n  November was Peng Chen who, 
a s  Mayor and F i r s t  Secretary,  p e r s o n i f i e d  " t h e  problem 
of Peking" and ,  a s  head of  t h e  f irst  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
groupt9  e s t a b l i s h d i n  mid-1964, symbol ized  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
r e s i s t a n c e  i n  both t h e  p a r t y  and government  t o  Mao's 
demand f o r  r i g i d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  A s  
is .now known, Mao t h r o u g h  h i s  w i f e  d i r e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  
i n  t h e  Shanghai  p a r t y  committee i n  November 1965 t o  l a u n c h  
a p o l i t i c a l  a t t a c k  ( i n  an  a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan appear -  

The f i r s t  t a r g e t  of t h e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  cam- 

i n g  i n  t h e  10 November i s s u e  of t h e  Wen Hui  Pao)  on Wu 
Han (a  d e p u t y  major of Pek ing)  and ,  by e x t e n s i o n ,  on Wu 

--- 
Han ' s  boss,  Peng Chen. Tha t  t h i s  was c o n s t r u e d  i n  Pek ing  
a s  a p o t e n t i a l l y  dange rous  a t t a c k  on  Peng Chen was i n d i c a t e d  
by t h e  immediate  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  of i n q u i r y  t o  t h e  Shanghai  
committee: "What is your  background f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  Yao ' s  
a r t i c l e ?  Why have  y o u  n o t  n o t i f i e d  u s  i n  advance?  Where 
is your p a r t y  c h a r a c t e r ? "  
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P e n g ' s  s e n s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  danger  m u s t  have i n t e n -  
s i f i e d  s h a r p l y  when on 29 November t h e  a t t a c k  by t h e  
Shangha i  committee was e n d o r s e d  by t h e  L i t e r a t i o n  Army 
D a i l y ,  t h e  o r g a n  of  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army a n d f  
i ts commander, L i n  P i a o .  To add t o  h i s  u p c e r t a i n t y  and 
i n s e c u r i t y ,  Peng was u n a b l e  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  Mao'who, 
no  doub t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  had j u s t  l e f t  Pek ing  f o r  a n  ex- 
t e n d e d  f ive-month  s o j o u r n  i n  E a s t  and C e n t r a l - S o u t h  China .  
P e n g ' s  c o n d u c t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  is s u s c e p t i b l e  of two pos- 
s i b l y  ' r e l a t e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s .  F i r s t  h e  may a l r e a d y  have  
s o u g h t  o u t  Mao f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  of  10 November, 
a t  w h i c h  time h e  r e c e i v e d  l i m i t e d ,  i f  ambiguous,  a s s u r a n c e s  
of s u p p o r t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  he  may have  f e l t ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  o ther  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  i n  c h a r g e  of p a r t y  c u l -  
t u r a l  and propaganda work, t h a t  he had n o  a l t e r n a t i v e  
b u t  t o  f i g h t  back i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  

- 

I n  e i t he r  e v e n t ,  Peng Chen and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  d i d  
resist and s u c c e e d e d ,  moreover ,  i n  t e m p o r a r i l y  w a r d i n g  
o f f  t h e  a t t a c k .  Even a f t e r  Wu Han p u b l i s h e d  i n  l a t e  December 
a se l f -c r i t i c i sm ( a d m i t t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  error b u t  n o t  p o l i -  
t i c a l  c u l p a b i l i t y ) ,  t h e r e  were s t i l l  a number of i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  bold enough to  s p e a k  o u t  p u b l i c l y  i n  h i s  d e f e n s e ,  
Then,  for a p e r i o d  o f  n e a r l y  three months,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  Wu Han (and h i s  d e f e n d e r s )  c e a s e d .  

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  h i a t u s  was t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  on 
1 2  F e b r u a r y  of a n  " O u t l i n e  Report" by  Peng Chen, i n  t h e  
name of h i s  i t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  g roupf i  and of t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  
which  summarized t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  

. t o  t h a t  t i m e  and s e t  f o r t h  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  i ts development  
i n  t h e  months t h a t  f o l l o w e d .  A l t h o u g h  some of t h e  sub-  
s e q u e n t  c h a r g e s  l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  r e p o r t  (e.g. t h a t  
i t  had n o t  been d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupTt  
and i n  t h e  pol i tburo)  a r e  open t o  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  r e c e n t  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  t e x t  of t h i s  r e p o r t  ( a l s o  known a s  t h e  
"Februa ry  program") makes c l ea r  t h a t  t h e  main cha rge - - tha t  
Peng i s s u e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  ' i cover  u p  t h e  ser ious p o l i t i c a l  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t rugg le"  a g a i n s t  Wu Han--is correct ,  What 
is more, by s o  d o i n g  Peng was g u i l t y  of  v i o l a t i n g  a s p e c i f i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  by Mao t o  t r e a t  Wu Han ' s  p l a y  "Hai J a i ' s  D i s -  
m i s s a l "  a s  a d e f e n s e  of t h e  " r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t "  Peng Te- 
h u a i  and t h e r e f o r e  a s  an  a t t a c k  on " t h e  p a r t y  and s o c i a l i s m "  
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( i , e .  on Mao Tse- tung) .  I n  a d v o c a t i n g  more f reedom f o r  
C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t h a n  Mao was w i l l i n g  t o  t o l e r a t e ,  
Peng i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  d e p l o r e d  t h e  t endency  of "academic 
worke r s  of t h e  l e f t "  t o  behave l i k e  " s c h o l a r - t y r a n t s  who 
a r e  a lways  a c t i n g  a r b i t r a r i l y  and t r y i n g  t o  overwhelm 
p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e i r  power,"  and s t r e s s e d  t h e  need f o r  

I "prudencet1 and " c a u t i o n "  and  c e n t r a l i z e d  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
conduc t  of t h e  ' * c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Al though i t  s e a l e d  
h i s  doom, t h e  e f f ec t  of t h i s  report  by Peng Chen was to  
b r i n g  t o  a h a l t  t e m p o r a r i l y  Mao's " c u l t u r a  

second  and e q u a l l y  impo 
.J! 

pfgkg!! P 5 m i 8 i a t e d  *by Mao Lin-Novembe 
1 7  

who, a s  Communist C h i n a ' s  s econd- rank ing  m i l i t a r y  leader,  
p e r s o n i f i e d  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  PLA t o  Mao's 
v iews  on a rmy-bu i ld ing  ( f e a t u r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
and  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o r  a t  t h e  expense  of m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ) .  

I A s  a member of  t h e  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  and a s  a Vice Premier, 
Lo, a l o n e  among h igh - rank ing  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s ,  h e l d  i m p o r t a n t  
p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  i n  a l l  three b r a n c h e s  of t h e  con- 
t r o l  a p p a r a t u s - - t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  government and the  m i l i t a r y .  
What is more, Lo a l s o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  
s e r v e d  a s  "Head of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  S e c u r i t y  Bureau ,"  
t h e  p a r t y  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  which (as  n o t e d  above)  had 
a l r e a d y  b e e n  ad judged  u n r e l i a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  Mao's wide-  
r a n g i n g  pu rge .  Occupying a u n i q u e l y  power fu l  and s t r a t e g i c  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Ch inese  Communist h i e r a r c h y ,  i t  is n o t  
s u p r i s i n g  t h a t  Lo, once  Mao's s u s p i c i o n s  had been a r o u s e d ,  
was t h e  first c a s u a l t y  of  t h i s  p u r g e ,  d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n  l a t e  . 

1 November 1965. 

The s i g n a l  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  a na t ion -wide  r e c t i f i c a -  
' t i o n - p u r g e  campaign i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s  was g i v e n  by  L i n  ' 

P a i o  on 15 November 1965  i n  a f i v e - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  on  t h e  
work o f  t h e  PLA f o r  1966. Another  i n  a series of d i r e c t i v e s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p u t  " p o l i t i c s  i n  f i r s t  p l a c e "  i n  t h e  army 
( i . e .  Mao's m i l i t a r y  po l i c i e s ) ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  
d i r e c t i v e  is t h a t  f o r  t h e  first t i m e  i t  would be used  to  
tes t  and p u r g e  t h e  top l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  PLA. A s  t h e  f i r s t  
and most p rominen t  of these purge v i c t i m s ,  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a t e r  Red Guard r e p o r t s ,  was " f u l l y  exposed" 
a t  a mee t ing  i n  e a r l y  1966,  a m e e t i n g  w h i c h  i n  a l l  l i k e l i -  
hood was a n  i m p o r t a n t  PLA c o n f e r e n c e  on  p o l i t i c a l  work h e l d  
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i n  J anua ry .  S i n c e  t h e  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  u n i d e n t i f i e d  opponents  
by Hs iao  Hua ( i n  h i s  work r e p o r t  t o  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e )  was 
a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  i t  is of some 
impor t ance  t o  n o t e  t h e s e  c h a r g e s ,  c h a r g e s  which would be 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  l e v e l e d  a t  a number of other h igh - rank ing  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  Communist China .  

F i r s t ,  Lo was a c c u s e d  of e q u a t i n g  t h e  impor t ance  
of " m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s "  and t h u s  m a n i f e s t i n g  
a " p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  v i ewpo in t "  (or more s i m p l y ,  m i l i t a r y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m ) .  Next, i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  L i n  P i a 0  who 
had described Ma0 T s e - t u n g ' s  t hough t  a s  " t h e  acme of Marx- 
ism-Leninism i n  our t i m e , "  Lo was cha rged  w i t h  e n t e r t a i n i n g  
"doub t s  a b o u t  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h i n k i n g , "  a c h a r g e  r e p e a t e d  
and e laborated i n  more r e c e n t  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s .  F in -  
a l l y ,  Lo was condemned f o r  " s t r i v i n g  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  power," v i o l a t i n g  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r t y  p r a c t i c e s  
of " c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  and d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m "  and 
d e c e i v i n g  t h e  r a n k - a n d - f i l e  by  !*say ing  one  t h i n g  i n  p u b l i c  
and someth ing  else i n  p r i v a t e . "  To combat t h i s  dange rous  
t endency ,  Hsiao Hua ( a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of "exten-  
s i v e  democracy" which  would become a d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  
of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " )  t h e n  c a l l e d  upon t h e  rank-  ~ 

a n d - f i l e  t o  l l expose  and oppose  w i t h o u t  f e a r "  any  s u c h  
"e r roneous  view or conduc t  a g a i n s t  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  thought"  
wherever  found i n  t h e  PLA. 

@T' ' 

The l a s t  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  Lo J u i - c h i n g  a t  t h i s  time 
would be made by Madame Mao a t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  armed forces 
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  forum h e l d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966.  T h i s  was 
t h e  c h a r g e ,  w h i c h  had t h e  effect  of d i r e c t l y  l i n k i n g  t h e  
PLA r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign w i t h  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  t h a t  Lo had opposed implement ing  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  armed forces, c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  "prob- 
lem of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  i n  o u r  armed 
f o r c e s  is a l r e a d y  so lved .11  The conven ing  of t h i s  l i t e r a -  
t u r e  and a r t  forum,  moreover ,  was s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  i ts  own 
r i g h t .  I t  c o n s t i t u t e d  an  a d m i s s i o n ,  first of a l l ,  t h a t  
there were s t i l l  s e r i o u s ,  u n r e s o l v e d  i d e o l o g i c a l  problems 
i n  C h i n a ' s  armed forces. ("The s t r u g g l e  between the two 
r o a d s  on t h e  f r o n t  of  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  is bound to  be 
ref lected i n  t h e  armed forces ,  w h i c h  do n o t  e x i s t  i n  a 
vacuum and c a n n o t  poss ib ly  be an  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  r u l e o f f )  

1 
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A t  t h e  same time, i t  made c l e a r  t h a t  Mao had a l r e a d y  con- 
f e r r e d  a l e a d i n g  role  on t h e  PLA ( " t h e  chief  i n s t r u m e n t  
of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  China. .  e t h e  main- 
s t a y  and hope of t h e  Ch inese  people!') i n  implementing h i s  
"great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n O T 1  ("The PLA must 
p l a y  an  i m p o r t a n t  role  i n  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n . " )  Indeed ,  a s  Red F l a g  would p o i n t  o u t  much l a t e r  
( i n  May 1967 when t h a o G n t s  i n  q u e s t i o n  were p u b l i s h e d ) ,  
t h e  "forum summary" drawn up f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of 
t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  was i n t e n d e d  a s  a " g e n e r a l  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  
launched  by t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t "  on  t h e  " o u t l i n e  r e p o r t "  on 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 1  p r e p a r e d  and d i s s e m i n a t e d  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  same month by " t h e  Peng Chen c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c l i q u e . "  

The t h i r d  t a rge t  of t h e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  cam- 
p a i g n  i n i t i a t e d  i n  l a t e  1965 was--as opposed t o  select  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  government  and m i l i t a r y - - t h e  ' 

p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  as a w h o l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  " l e a d i n g  c a d r e s "  
who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of  t h e  p a r t y .  
Accord ing  t o  t h e  t e x t  of a CCP C N > : I - ~ : -  committee r e p o r t  
d a t e d  J q ~ y a . c y  .1966,  a r e c e n t  c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  
had c a l l e d  upon a l l  p a r t y  members to  l fexpose l t  and " s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t . .  .Khrushchev r e v i s i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  p a r t y "  w i t h  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  of " e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  o l d  and c o r r u p t  R e v i s i o n i s t  
g r o u p  f r o m  o u r  p a r t y  and f o u n d i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  i n s t e a d . "  The c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  went on  
t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  " l ead ing  c a d r e s "  a s  g e n e r a l l y  " c o n c e i t e d  , I 1  

' * c o r r u p t t '  and l l b u r e a u c r a t i c ,  and  t o  charge t h a t  t h i s  " l o s s  
of t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t i e s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and t h e  s u p e r i o r  
t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  PLA" had both " a f f e c t e d  t h e t  close r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p a r t y  and t h e  p e o p l e  and s e r i o u s l y  
h inde red .  t h e  development  of t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
The a n t i d o t e  fo r  t h i s  " t r e n d  toward  r e v i s i o n i s m  i n  t h e  
p a r t y t 1  was t o  " s e v e r e l y  p e n a l i z e "  t h e  worst o f f e n d e r s  
( f lpu rge  those  hopeless p a r t y  membersf1) i n  order " to  g i v e  
warning  t o  o the r s "  ("those who a r e  vague i n  t h e i r  t h ink -  
i n g ,  t h o s e  whome n o t  f i r m  enough i n  t h e i r  s t a n d p o i n t ,  
and t h o s e  who i n t e n d  t o  e s c a p e " ) .  The d i r ec t ive  t h e n  
i s s u e d  a c a l l  fo r  t h e  "p rope r  s t u d y  of Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  

i n g  i n  p o l i t i c s "  advanced by L i n  P i a 0  on 15 November 1965.  

1 

i 
1 

I 
t h i n k i n g "  by u s i n g  t h e  " f i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  of b e i n g  o u t s t a n d -  I 1 
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Although there  were a number of nove l  f e a t u r e s  of 
t h i s  h i g h - l e v e l  p a r t y  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign,  t h e  
most u n u s u a l  of a l l  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was b e i n g  c a r r i e d  
o u t  unde r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of L i n  P i a o ' s  d i r e c t i v e .  The pro-  
minent  r o l e  of t h e  PLA and Lin  P i a o  i n  t h i s  campaign was 
r e v e a l e d  p u b l i c l y  i n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  1 2  F e b r u a r y  speech (sub- 
s e q u e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Red F l a g )  b y  Wang Jen-chung,  t h e  
first s e c r e t a r y  of  Hupeh p r o v i n c e .  E n t i t l e d  "Give Promin- 
ence  t o  P o l i t i c s  and Pu t  Mao Tse- tung  s T h i n k i n g  i n  Com- 
mand of E v e r y t h i n g , "  t h i s  speech c o n t a i n e d  a l e n g t h y  
e x p o s i t i o n  of "Chairman Mao's c a l l  on t h e  whole p a r t y  t o  
l e a r n  from t h e  PLA." S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  p a r t y  c a d r e s  were 
" to  l e a r n  from t h e  PLA how t o  g i v e  prominence  to  p o l i t i c s ,  

and how t o  c r e a t i v e l y  s t u d y  and a p p l y  Chairman Mao's 

-- 

I 

l how t o  c a r r y  o u t  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  work p r o p e r l y ,  
I 
I 
I 
I 

works." I n  a n  i n d i r e c t  b u t  u n m i s t a k a b l e  a l l u s i o n  t o  L in  6- . ,, 
P i a o ' s  f i v e - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e ,  Wang t h e n  s t a t e d :  "Comrade 1 9p3 

I L i n  P i a 0  has  c a l l e d  upon u s  t o  s t u d y  Chairman Mao's ; <.! i ' .;t 

w r i t i n g s  and c r e a t i v e l y  a p p l y  t h e  a d v i c e  from t h e s e  w r i t -  ii > C*. l 

i n g s  t o  s o l v e  o u r  problems.  e .Comrade L i n  P i a o ' s  i n s t r u c -  ,/ 

t i o n  h a s  shown u s  how t o  s t u d y  and a p p l y  Chairman Mao's 
w r i t i n g s . "  

Al though n o t  p u b l i c i z e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a l e t te r  s e n t  
by L in  Pia0 on 11 March t o  n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  and communicat ions f i e l d  p r o v i d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
e v i d e n c e  of L i n ' s  i n c r e a s e d  s t a t u r e .  T h i s  l e t t e r  was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  As t h e  first message 
a d d r e s s e d  by  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  Defense  t o  a p u r e l y  
c i v i l i a n  a u d i e n c e ,  i t  made c l e a r  t o  those w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  
t h a t  L in  was now p l a y i n g  a l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  ro le .  Bo th  

r e m i n i s c e n t  of Mao---the s t y l e  c o n c i s e  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
and t h e  c o n t e n t  r e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  t e n e t  of Maoism 
t h a t  " t h e  forces of t h e  s p i r i t  c a n  be t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  
t remendous  m a t e r i a l  s t r e n g t h e f t  What was new was L i n ' s  
s t r i k i n g  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  "Ma0 T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t  h a s  n o t  

p l y i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  on a f a i r l y  wide  s c a l e ) ,  coup led  w i t h  
t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  China u r g e n t l y  needed " u n i f i e d  t h i n k -  
i n g ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h i n k i n g ,  correct t h i n k i n g .  T h a t  is,  
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h i n k i n g . "  T h e r e  was i n  t h i s  message t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  Ma0 had a l r e a d y  a s s i g n e d  L i n  P i a o ,  backed 

I t h e  s t y l e  and  c o n t e n t  of  L i n t s  l e t t e r ,  moreover ,  were 

I 

,,,,'.' ' grown s p o n t a n e o u s l y  from among t h e  working  peop le"  ( i m -  t :  

1 

-35- 



I 

by t h e  power and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  PLA, t h e  m i s s i o n  of 
e l i m i n a t i n g  d i s s i d e n t  t h o u g h t  i n  order t o  a c h i e v e  "uni-  
f i e d  t h i n k i n g "  t h r o u g h o u t  China .  

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  were a number of s i g n s  b y  t h e  end 
of March s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  L i n  P i a 0  was a l r e a d y  a c t i n g  a s  
Mao's second-in-command, n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  b u t  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  and government  a s  w e l l .  I n  view of these  
deve lopmen t s ,  i t  is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  Liu  Shao-chi  on 
v i s i t i n g  Burma i n  A p r i l  s h o u l d  t e l l  N e  Win 

-that com ng i n  China and t h a t  it c o n c e i v a b l y  c o u l d  i n v o l v e  
him [ L i u ]  p e r s o n a l l y . "  

As no ted  e a r l i e r ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  chapter  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
s t a g e  of Mae's f v c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  b e g i n n i n g  i n  November 
1965 c o n c e r n s  t h e  r e a c t i o n  and s u b s e q u e n t  b e h a v i o r  of t h o s e  
i n  h i g h  p o s i t i o n  once  aware  t h a t  t h e y  were t h e  u l t i m a t e  
t a r g e t  o f  t h i s  campaign. F i r s t  of a l l ,  d i d  Peng Chen, 
together w i t h  o t h e r  h igh - rank ing  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  
r e a c t ,  a s  v a r i o u s  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ' i n  r e c e n t  months 
have  a l l e g e d ,  by c o n s p i r i n g  t o  s t a g e  a c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  coup d ' e t a t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966? The c a s e  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  
Peng and company p l o t t e d  s u c h  a "Februa ry  coup" is b o t h  
f l i m s y  and unconv inc ing .  I n  t h e  first p l a c e ,  t h e  Red 
Guard wa l l  p o s t e r s  p r e s e n t  w i d e l y  d i f f e r i n g  a c c o u n t s  of 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  a l l e g i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  times t h a t  i t  was 
master-minded by Peng Chen a c t i n g  a l o n e ;  by  Peng Chen i n  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ' w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  "Black  Gang" 
(Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  Lu T i n g - i ,  and Yang Shang-kun);  by  t h e  
"Peng-Lo-Lu-Yang group??  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s e n i o r  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  Ho Lung; a n d ,  most r e c e n t l y ,  by  L i u  Shao- 
c h i  and Teng Hsiao-p ing .  The a c c o u n t s  a l s o  d i f f e r  w i d e l y  
on t h e  ch rono logy  o f  t h i s  coup c o n s p i r a c y ,  w i t h  some 
a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  i t  was p l anned  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  
o t h e r s  t h a t  i t  was p l anned  i n  Februa ry  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
J u l y ,  and  s t i l l  others  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  was m e r e l y  " to  s t a g e  
a coup i n  Mao's l i fe t ime."  

G " c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r n a l  t r o u  e was 

The s u b s t r a t u m  of t r u t h  u n d e r l y i n g  these c o n t r a -  
d i c t o r y  and l u r i d  a c c o u n t s  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
(1) t h a t  a p r o p o s a l  was made b y  Peng i n  F e b r u a r y  t o  s t a t i o n  
m i l i t a r y  c o n t i n g e n t s  a t  th ree  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  P e k i n g ,  a 
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p r o p o s a l  t h a t  was t u r n e d  down; (2) t h a t  Mao, i n  a n y  c a s e ,  
had a l r e a d y  p r e p a r e d  fo r  s u c h  a n  e v e n t u a l i t y  by " t h e  
deployment  of t r o o p s "  t o  Pek ing ;  (3) t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
was t h e n  used  (most n o t a b l y  by t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s p e c i a l -  
ist Kang Sheng)  t o  d i s c r e d i t  and a t t a c k  new purge  v i c t i m s  
a s  t r a i t o r s  as t h e  " C u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ~ T  u n f o l d e d ;  and 
(4 )  t h a t  t h i s  t a c t i c  of p r o g r e s s i v e l y  e s c a l a t i n g  t h e  
c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  .Maofs t o p - r a n k i n g  opponen t s  ( p r i n c i p a l l y  
Liu  and Teng)  would be s u d d e n l y  abandoned i n  A p r i l  1967 
w i t h  t h e  c r y p t i c  s t a t e m e n t  by Premier Chou E n - l a i  t h a t  

' A s  f a r  a s  I know, t h e r e  was no 1966 F e b r u a r y  coup d ' e t a t  
p lot ."  Al though more e q u i v o c a l ,  Kang Sheng on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  
a l s o  down-graded t h e  impor t ance  o f  t h e  Itso-called F e b r u a r y  
coup d ' e t a t  c o n s p i r a c y , "  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  i n  a n y  c a s e  
i t  s h o u l d  be c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  "from Peng Chen ' s  a t -  
tempt t o  g r a b  p a r t y ,  m i l i t a r y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  power." 

I 

Nor is t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  Peng Chen, i n  c o l l u s i o n  
w i t h  Lo J u i - c h i n g  ( t h e  PLA C h i e f  of S t a f f ) ,  Lu T i n g - i  
(director  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee propaganda d e p a r t m e n t )  

,and Yang Shang-kun ( d d r e c t o r  of t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e ) , . p l o t t e d  t o  s t a g e  a coup a t  some l a t e r  
d a t e  " i n  Mao's l i f e t i m e "  much more p e r s u a s i v e .  Al though 
branded  ( i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  1 J u l y  1966 P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  ed i -  
t o r i a l  "Long L i v e  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  Thought") a s  members of 
a " c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l i q u e "  w h i c h  aimed a t  'usu.rping 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  army and government so  a s  
to  res tore  c a p i t a l i s m , ' ?  i t  seems more p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e i r  
a l leged  crimes were i n d i v i d u a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  
i n  n a t u r e .  R a t h e r  t h a n  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n ,  t h e  
common bond u n i t i n g  these l e a d e r s  appears t o  have been 
one  of p a s s i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of Mao's i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  s i m p l i s t i c  and narrow-minded i d e a s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  spheres  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The same 1 J u l y  
1966 P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  p r o v i d e s  ev ' idence f o r  t h i s  
view i n  a s u b s e q u e n t  p a s s a g e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of 
t h i s  " a n t i p a r t y  gang": "Where there  is any ment ion  of 
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  i d e a s ,  t h e y  get u p s e t ,  s t a r t  s w e a r i n g  and 
c u r s i n g  and even  g e t  q u i t e  h y s t e r i c a l ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  i m -  
p e r i a l i s  ts and Khrushchev r e v i s i o n i s t s . "  

I 

- 

The o c c a s i o n  fo r  e x p o s i n g  and denounc ing  Peng Chen 
and h i s  a l l e g e d  c o n s p i r a t o r s  was ,  a s  w e  now know, a c e n t r a l  
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committee work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  mid-May 1966.  I t  was 
a t  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  L i n  P i a o ,  i n  t h e  key  s p e e c h ,  f i r s t  
c h a r g e d  t h a t  Peng and h i s  f e l l o w  c o n s p i r a t o r s  had "wanted 
t o  s t age  a coup d ' e t a t  i n  Mao's l i f e t i m e ,  t o  d e s t r o y  Mao 
Tse-tung."  Lauding  Mao a s  " t h e  most b r i l l i a n t  and g r e a t -  , 

est p e r s o n a l i t y .  e [whose] .  . . e x p e r i e n c e  is much more pro- 
found t h a n  t h a t  of Marx, Enge l s  and L e n i n , "  L in  t h e n  
warned t h a t  "Whoever opposes  him w i l l  be denounced b y  
t h e  whole p a r t y  and t h e  e n t i r e  na t ion . l l  

T h a t  t h i s  w a r n i n g  w a s  directed a t  a number of those 
a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e - - t h a t  i n  
f a c t  i t  was d i rec ted  a t  s u c h  t o p - r a n k i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a s  
L iu  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping-- is  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  i s s u e d  16 May on t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
of t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  and b y  deve lopments  i n  t h e  two-month 
per iod which f o l l o w e d .  H a i l e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s  ''a g r e a t  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  document.  . . w h i c h .  . . p u t  forward t h e  t h e o r y ,  
l i n e ,  p r i n c i p l e s  and  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , 1 v  t h i s  c i r c u l a r  s t r o n g l y  i m p l i e d  t h a t  
t h e  r e a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n "  were n o t  "bour- 
geois s c h o l a r  t y r a n t s "  l i k e  Wu Han b u t  r a t h e r  "those w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l -  
ist road"  who were "suppor t ingT1  and " p r o t e c t i n g v 1  these 
" s c h o l a r - t y r a n t s  . '* 

The i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  Mao was u s i n g  and  would c o n t i n u e  
t o  u s e  t h e  ' t u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 1  a s  a d e v i c e  t o  pu rge  h i s  
o p p o n e n t s ,  who were h i g h l y  placed i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  government 
and m i l i t a r y ,  was there f o r  a l l  t o  see. Al though n o t  iden-  
t i f i e d ,  these o p p o n e n t s  were d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c i r c u l a r  
a s  b o t h  numerous and i n f l u e n t i a l :  "There a r e  a number 
of these i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  govern- 
ment and o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  ' v 

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  , m u n i c i p a l  and  autonomous r e g i o n  l e v e l . "  
T h a t  t h e  pu rge  would encompass t he  m i l i t a r y  a s  w e l l  was 
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  r e i t e r a t e d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  l l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  who have sneaked  i n t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  
government ,  t h e  army and t h e  v a r i o u s  s p h e r e s  of c u l t u r e "  
who would have t o  be " c l e a r e d  out ."  And t h a t  t h e  pu rge  
would (or cou1d:extend i n t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  
p o l i t b u r o  t o  i n c l u d e  L i u  Shao-chi (Mao's l o n g  t i m e  h e i r -  
a p p a r e n t )  was s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  ( a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
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Mao) i n  t h i s  c i r c u l a r :  'Y3orne of [ t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ] .  . . w e  have  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h r o u g h ,  o t h e r s  
w e  have n o t .  Some w e  s t i l l  t r u s t  and a r e  t r a i n i n g  a s  o u r  
s u c c e s s o r s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  for  example ,  p e o p l e  of t h e  Khru- 
shchev  brand  s t i l l  n e s t l i n g  i n  o u r  mkdst." A y e a r  l a t e r  
in a n a l y z i n g  t h e ' s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  c i r c u l a r ,  Red F l a g  
would i d e n t i f y  " t h e  ' p e r s o n  of t h e  Khrushchev b r a ' -  
ment ioned by Chairman Mao i n  t h e  document a s  still  n e s t l -  
i n g  i n  o u r  midst ' . '  a s  none other t h a n  Liu  Shao-chi .  

Moreover,  t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t ,  j u s t  
a s  he had s e t  a t r a p  f o r  Peng Chen t h e  p r e c e d i n g  November, 
Mao was now engaged i n  s e t t i n g  a s i m i l a r  t r a p  fo r  L i u  Shao- 
c h i .  The main e l e m e n t s  of t h i s  new en t r apmen t  s t r a t e g y  
c a n  be found ,  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i n  t h i s  same 16 May c e n t r a l  
committee c i r c u l a r .  The f irst  e l emen t  was t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  
" t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u g g l e "  a s  c e n t e r i n g  a round " t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of implemen ta t ion  o f ,  or r e s i s t a n c e  to, Comrade Mao Tse- 
t u n g ' s  l i n e  on  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The second  was 
t o  a s s i g n  L i u  Shao-chi  t h e  t a s k  of implement ing  "Comrade 
Ma0 T s e - t u n g ' s  l i n e  on  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  a t a s k  
made d i f f i c u l t  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mao re- 
f u s e d  t o  t e l l  Liu  what h k s  " l i n e  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  was. The t h i r d  was t o  c o n f r o n t  L iu  w i t h  a b a s i c  
problem i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
by  a s s e r t i n g ,  i n  t h e  c i r c u l a r ,  t h a t  "most p a r t y  committees 
conce rned  have a v e r y  poor u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t a s k  o f  
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  and t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  
is f a r  f rom c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and e f f e c t i v e . "  ( T h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  
by t h e  way, s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Mao a t  t h i s  e a r l y  d a t e  had a l r e a d y  
w r i t t e n  o f f  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a s  l a r g e l y  d e f e c t i v e  and 
i n c o m p e t e n t . )  The f o u r t h  e l e m e n t ,  t h e n ,  was t o  g i v e  t o  
Li,. Shao-chi i n s t r u c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  
l e a d e r s h i p  problem which  were d e l i b e r a t e l y  vague i f  n o t  
misleading--instructions g i v e n  a t  a p a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  
Hangchow on 9 June  i n  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  d i r e c t i v e  " t h a t  work 
teams m u s t  n o t  be s e n t  o u t  h a s t i l y . "  

I 

The s e n d i n g  of p a r t y  "work teams" t o  a d m i n i s t e r  
t h e  I t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  C h i n a ' s  c u l t u r a l  and educa-  
t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  June  and J u l y  was a n  a c c e p t e d  
p r a c t i c e ,  one  w h i c h  had been  employed e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  
e a r l i e r  7 tsocia  1 is t e d u c a t i o n "  campaign ~ I t  was o n l y  
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n a t u r a l  t h a t  L iu  and Teng s h o u l d  have a t t e m p t e d  t o  res tore  
p a r t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  a f t e r  t h e  p a r t y  com- 
mittees i n  t h e s e  c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
had been a t t a c k e d  and  d i s c r e d i t e d  by " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  teach-  
ers and s t u d e n t s . "  T h a t  Mao was w e l l  aware  of t h i s ,  t h a t  
he made no  e f f o r t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  d i s s u a d e  L i u  and Teng, 
and t h a t  he  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a t t a c k e d  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  a s  a 
fundamen ta l  p o l i c y  error--with which  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  n o t  
o n l y  Liu  and Teng b u t  a l s o  a g r e a t  number of other p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  a t  bo th  t h e  c e n t r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l s - - s t r o n g l y  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Mao was s e t t i n g  a t r a p  i n  advance  t o  e n s n a r e  
a major p a r t  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and its 
l e a d e r s  

T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Mao 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  was a l r e a d y  by -pass ing  normal  p a r t y  c h a n n e l s ,  
working  i n s t e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s m a l l  g roup  of t r u s t e d  s u p p o r t -  
ers who compr i sed  t h e  new " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  groupff  
a p p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e  i n  Way. I t  seems 
v e r y  l i k e l y ,  f o r  example,  t h a t  t h e  first b i g  c h a r a c t e r  
w a l l  p o s t e r  p u t  up  on 25 May a t  Pek ing  U n i v e r s i t y  b y  Nieh 
Yuan-tzu ( d e s t i n e d  for  prominence i n  t h e  l a t e r  stages of 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " )  was d r a f t e d  on Mads i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
I t  is known from Red Guard mater ia l s  t h a t  Kang Sheng (a 
l e a d i n g  member of t h e  newly formed " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
group")  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  poster t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of Mao who t h e n  p r a i s e d  i t  a s  " t h e  first Marxis t -  
L e n i n i s t  b i g - c h a r a c t e r  poster i n  t h e  whole of China" and 
ordered t h a t  i t  be p u b l i c i z e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  As d e s c r i b e d  a year  l a t e r  i n  Red F l a g ,  t h e  s i g n i -  
f i c a n c e  of t h i s  w a l l  poster ,  and o f  M a o r d e c i s i o n  t o  
p u b l i c i z e  i t ,  was t h a t  "it c a l l e d  on t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  revo-  
l u t i o n a r i e s  and  t h e  broad masses  of r e v o l u t  io n a r y  peop le  
t o  l a u n c h  a mass movement f rom below" and t h u s  "b reak  
t h e  bondage of t h e  s l a v i s h n e s s  which h a s  been peddled  by 
t h e  h a n d f u l  of p a r t y  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d .  

Mao's s t r a t e g y  of e n t r a p m e n t ,  t h e n ,  was t o  i n c i t e  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t "  i n  June  and J u l y  to  r i s e  up a g a i n s t  
t h e  "bondage" of t h e  "work teams" s e n t  by " t h e  handfu l  
of p a r t y  pe r sons"  (Liu and Teng) t o  reasser t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  o v e r  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ' '  
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Once t h i s  was done and t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k e d ,  
its l e a d e r s  c o u l d  t h e n  be i n d i c t e d  for t h e  same crime 
cha rged  a g a i n s t  Peng Chen--that of a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  
" t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  l e f t . "  

But  t h i s  l a y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I n  e a r l y  J u n e ,  t h e  
time had come t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e  r e s u l t s  t o  d a t e  o f  Mao's 
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t r a n s f o r m i n g  it  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
i n t o  a m a s s i v e l y  p u b l i c k e d ,  na t ion -wide  campaign. I n  keep- 
i n g  w i t h  t h i s  new phase,  Peng C h e n ' s  d i s m i s s a l  was p u b l i c l y  
r e v e a l e d  i n  a 3 J u n e  announcement t h a t  t h e  Pek ing  muni- 
c i p a l  committee had been  r e o r g a n i z e d  and was now headed 
by a new f i rs t  s e c r e t a r y ,  L i  Hsueh-feng. 

I n  a series of i m p o r t a n t  e d i t o r i a l s  b e g i n n i n g  1 
June ,  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  p roc la imed  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  new 
p u b l i c  p h a s e  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  and t h e  methods 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  them. The u l t i m a t e  goal  (as  ou t -  
l i n e d  i n  t h e  2 J u n e  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  "A Great Revolu- 
t i o n  T h a t  Touches  P e o p l e  To T h e i r  Very Souls" )  was p r e s e n t e d  
a s  p o s i t i v e  and c o n s t r u c t i v e - - " t o  a r o u s e  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  
of t h e  p e o p l e  and broaden  t h e i r  h o r i z o n  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  
by means of t h e  g r e a t  t hough t  of Mao Tse- tung  and o u r  great  
j u s t  c a u s e ,  so t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  u n s w e r v i n g l y  march ahead."  
B e f o r e  t h i s  c o u l d  happen,  however, it was n e c e s s a r y  t o  
"Wipe Out A l l  Mons te r s  and Freaks"  . ( t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  1 
J u n e  e d i t o r i a l ) ,  t o  purge  a l l  those  i n  C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  
who had been opposed t o  Maoist p o l i c y  and t h o u g h t .  Tha t  
t h e  first s t a g e  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would be 
both d e s t r u c t i v e  and v i o l e n t ,  however,  was r e v e a l e d  i n  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  4 J u n e  e d i t o r i a l .  "Without  
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  there w i l l  be no c o n s t r u c t i o n . . . M e s s r s  . t h e  
b o u r g e o i s  ' a u t h o r i t i e s '  describe u s  a s  'men of dynami te '  
and ' c l u b s ' .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  ... We s h a l l  smash anyone who 
t r i e s  t o  oppose  t h e  p a r t y  and socialism. . . a n d  oppose  Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t  . l t  

The first t a s k ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  t i t l e  of an- 
o t h e r  e d i t o r i a l ,  was "To Take Over t h e  C u l t u r a l  F r o n t  
C o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  B o u r g e o i s i e , "  T h i s  was t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  
a mass ive  pu rge  of l i t e r a l l y  t h o u s a n d s  of educators ,  j o u r n a l -  
ists, writers,  a r t i s t s ,  composers ,  p u b l i s h e r s  and t h e  
e n t i r e  p a r t y  propaganda a p p a r a t u s  f rom t o p  t o  bo t tom- -a l l  
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h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  disease of i f b o u r g e o i s  ideology"  
which had i n f e c t e d  t h e  mind of China.  

The main t h r u s t  of t h e  campaign a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  how- 
e v e r ,  was d i r e c t e d  a t  C h i n a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  which Mao considered a ma jo r  b reed ing-  
ground of  d i s s i d e n t  t h o u g h t  i n  China .  I n  order t o  c l e a n s e  
t h o r o u g h l y  t h e s e  Augean s t a b l e s ,  a s ix-month v a c a t i o n  was 
decreed f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s  and new c r i t e r i a  for  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
of  s t u d e n t s  were announced which stressed c l a s s  background 
and p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  The time had come t o  p r o v i d e  

. C h i n a ' s  you th  w i t h  t h e  "combat e x p e r i e n c e "  which Mao had 
p r e v i o u s l y  te rmed e s s e n t i a l  f o r  " c u l t i v a t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
successors," I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  s t r u g g l e  waged n o t  o n l y  a g a i n s t  
u n i v e r s i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and  p r o f e s s o r s  b u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p a r t y  "work teams" a s  w e l l ,  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o h a r y  l e f t i s t s "  would  
r e c e i v e  Mao's b l e s s i n g  and become C h i n a ' s  Red Guards.  

If Mao e n v i s a g e d  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a s  a 
c r u c i b l e  f o r  t e s t i n g  and  s e l e c t i n g  t r u s t w o r t h y  " revo lu -  
t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s , f v  i t  is now a p p a r e n t  t h a t  he  a l s o  p l anned  
t o  u s e  it a s  a f i n a l  test o f  t h e  l o y a l t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  
of h i s  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l a r g e  number of s e n i o r  
p a r t y  leaders  bo th  i n  Pek ing  and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  A s  
s u g g e s t e d  e a r l i e r ,  some of these ( n o t a b l y  L i u  Shao-chi and 
Teng Hsiao-p ing)  had p r o b a b l y  a l r e a d y  i n c u r r e d  Mao's d i s -  
t r u s t  and been marked f o r  d i s p o s a l .  Few were aware  of Mao's 
scheme, l e a s t  of a l l .  t h e  members of p a r t y  "work teams" 
s e n t  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

With i n f o r m a t i o n  from p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s ,  w a l l  p o s t -  
ers and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n s  of some of t h e  p r i n -  
c i p a l s  i n v o l v e d ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  develop-  
ment of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a t  C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
( e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  Pek ing)  d u r i n g  J u n e  and J u l y .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  90 p e r c e n t  of t h e  "work teams" committed funda-  
m e n t a l  errors o f  " d i r e c t i o n  and l i n e "  (as Mao would sub- 
s e q u e n t l y  a s se r t )  was u n m i s t a k a b l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  had 
no t  r e c e i v e d  c l e a r  g u i d a n c e  on how t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n .  Lack ing  t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s ,  t h e y  employed t h e  customary 
t e c h n i q u e s  of C h i n a ' s  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaigns ,  par-  
t i c u l a r l y  ( a s  Madame L i u  S h a o - c h i ' s  c o n f e s s i o n  p o i n t s  o u t )  
those  used  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  " s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n "  campaign. 
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Although v i o l e n c e  had a lways  been  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of 
p a s t  campaigns ,  i t  had been c o n t r o l l e d  and c o n f i n e d  t o  
p r e - s e l e c t e d  t a r g e t s ,  One of t h e  errors of  t h e  "work 
teams,"  t h e n ,  was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  s c o p e  and 
d e g r e e  of v i o l e n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  " p r o l e t a r i a n  l e f t "  
a t t a c k e d  d e f e n s e l e s s  e d u c a t o r s  and teachers i n  C h i n a ' s  
schools and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  there is 
abundan t  e v i d e n c e  of  w i d e s p r e a d ,  s y s t e m a t i c  t e r r o r i z a t i o n  
o f  C h i n a ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  forc- 
i n g  t h e i r  p r o f e s s o r s  t o  k n e e l ,  b e a t i n g  them,  and i n  one 
e y e - w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t ,  " p a i n t i n g  t h e i r  f a c e s  w i t h  c h a l k  and 
i n k ,  t a u n t i n g  them and s p i t t i n g  a t  t h e m ,  a l l  i n  t h e  name 
of Chairman Mao . 

A f a r  more s e r i o u s  error commit ted  by many "work 
teams" was c o n f u s i o n  o f  " f r i e n d s "  and "enemies." A t  a 
time of grea t  c o n f u s i o n  a p p r o a c h i n g  a n a r c h y  on many un i -  
v e r s l  t y  campuses ,  t h e  tqwork teams,  once  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  
had come under  a t t a c k ,  s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of s t u d e n t s  
t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t  ." Although w i d e s p r e a d ,  
t h e  best  known example of t h i s  phenomenon o c c u r r e d  a t  
Ts inghua  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  P e k i n g ,  where  Madame L iu  Shao-chi  
was a p rominen t  member of t h e  p a r t y  "work team." I n  h e r  
c o n f e s s i o n ,  Madame Liu discloses  how h e r  team first l a b e l e d  
its c r i t i c s  a s  " t roub lesome  schemers" and " f a l s e  lef t is ts"  
and t h e n ,  a f t e r  a p e r i o d  of " s t u d e n t s  s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  
s t u d e n t s , "  "resorted t o  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n . "  

I t  was a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  of e v e n t s  a t  a midd le  s c h o o l  
a t t a c h e d  t o  Ts inghua  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  C h i n a ' s  Red Guard 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  was born .  Organized  a s  a f i g h t i n g  force of 
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i n o r i t y , "  t h i s  f i r s t  Red Guard u n i t  
i n  its first w a l l  p o s t e r  p r o c l a i m e d  i ts  " r i g h t  t o  rebel . . ,  
i n  o r d e r  to oppose  a r e v i s i o n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p . "  When Mao 
Tse- tung  i n  a l e t t e r  s h o r t l y  thereaf te r  c o n f e r r e d  h i s  b less-  
i n g  on t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by t h i s  Red Guard 
u n i t  a t  Ts inghua  ("we warmly s u p p o r t  a l l  who s t a n d  i n  your  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement both i n  
P e k i n g  and  th roughou t  tk c o u n t r y i i ) ,  t h e  s t a g e  w a B  s e t  fo r  
i n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e  n e x t ,  h i g h e r  l e v e l  phase  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  The g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  e v e n t s  a t  
Ts inghua  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  J u l y  is t h a t  t h e y  p rov ided  a p a t t e r n  
soon  t o  be e x t e n d e d  t o  encompass t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  
Red Guards i s s u i n g  f o r t h  f rom t h e  campus " t o  rebel" a g a i n s t  
a new and more f o r m i d a b l e  t y p e  of " r e v i s i o n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p "  
- - t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i t s e l f .  

I 
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I V .  THE REVOLUTION ADVANCES AND RETREATS (AUGUST - 

NOVEMBER 1966) 

A. The Red Guards (Augus t  - September  1966)  

"Bombard t h e  Headquar t e r s "  
" I n  t h e  l a s t  50 d a y s  o r  more some l e a d i n g  c o r r a d e s  

from t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  r i g h t  down t o  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l s . . .  
have exercized a b o u r g e o i s  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  
v i g o r o u s  movement o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n .  . . T h i s  is u t t e r l y  v i c i o u s .  A s s o c i a t i n g  t h i s  w i t h  t h e .  
e r r o n e o u s  t e n d e n c i e s  of t h e  r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  i n  1962 and 
t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  ' l e f t '  b u t  a c t u a l l y  r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  i n  1964,  
s h o u l d n ' t  t h i s  awaken p e o p l e  and make then, ponder?" -- Mao 
T s e - t u n g ' s  F i r s t  Wall  Poster,  5 A u g u s t  1966. 

"The P a r t y  h a s  l o s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  masses. You 
s h o u l d  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  s t a t e  a f f a i r s  and c a r r y  t h e  g r e a t  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  end."  
-- Mao Tse- tung ,  S t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  " R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Masses ,"  
10 dugus t  1966 

The E l e v e n t h  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  of t h e  E i g h t h  C e n t r a l  
Committee of t h e  Communist p a r t y  of  China was h e l d  i n  
Pek ing  frorr August 1 t o  1 2 ,  1966. I n  a se r ies  of h i s t o r i c  
d e c i s i o n s ,  t h i s  plenum r a t i f i e d  Mao's choice of a new 
s u c c e s 6 o r  l e a d e r s h i p  headed by L i n  P i a o ;  a d o p t e d  a 16- 
p o i n t  d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ; ? 1  and i s s u e d  a communique a p p r o v i n g  a l l  of 
Mao's d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  i n t e r v a l  
s i n c e  t h e  T e n t h  Plenum. S i x  d a y s  l a t e r ,  on 18 Augus t ,  
Chairman Mao p u b l i c l y  r e v e a l e d  t h e  new h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  L i n  
P i a o ,  and t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  c r e a t e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t  ion"--the Red Guards.  These  deve lopmen t s ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  e d i t o r i a l  commentary accompany- 
i n g  them, a r e  c , l e a r l y  of fundamenta l  impor t ance  i n  under-  
s t a n d i n g  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s  t h e  above  s t a t e -  
ments  by Mao Tse-tung i n d i c a t e ,  t h e  t i m e  had come t o  s p r i n g  
t h e  t r a p  on  Liu  Shao-ch i ,  Teng Hsiao-p ing  and o t h e r  high-  
r a n k i n g  l e a d e r s  i n  " t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s , "  a t r a p  w h i c h  Ma0 

! 
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I may w e l l  have been p r e p a r i n g  s i n c e  1962,  As these s t a t e -  
ments  a l s o  r e v e a l ,  t h e  time had come t o  i n i t i a t e  a mass ive  
rect i f  i c a t i o n - p u r g e  of t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  a s  a 
w h o l e ,  a purge  more e x t e n s i v e  and v i o l e n t  t h a n  any  s i n c e  
t h e  f o u n d i n g  of t h e  Ch inese  P e o p l e ' s  Republic i n  1949. 

! 

A f t e r  17 y e a r s  i n  power,  why d i d  hlao Tse- tung  
feel  compel led  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s u c h  a d r a s t i c  purge?  The 
answer t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  comes t h r o u g h  c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  
k e y n o t e  speech made by  L i n  P i a 0  a t  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum. 
A s  r e p o r t e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  on a Red Guard wa l l  poster ,  L i n  
P i a 0  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  demanded *la g r e a t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a 
g e n e r a l  a l i g n m e n t  and a g e n e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  
r a n k s  of p a r t y  c a d r e s "  directed a t  (1) "those who oppose  
t h e  t h o u g h t  of  Mao Tse- tung;"  (2) "those who u p s e t  p o l i t i -  
c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work;" and (3) "those who have no r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  z e a l . "  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  ( r i g h t i s t s )  who were 
" t o  be d i s m i s s e d  from t h e i r  p o s t s , "  t h e r e  were those  i n  
a n  " i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a t e "  ( t h e  c e n t e r )  who ,  t h rough  f e a r  
o r  incompetence ,  had made mistakes but who, "provided  
t h e y  a c c e p t  e d u c a t i o n  and r e s o l u t e l y  r e p e n t , ' '  would be 
r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e i r  pos ts .  T h e  t h i r d  c a t e g o r y  ( t h e  l e f t -  
ists), those who e a g e r l y  s t u d i e d  Mao, a t t a c h e d  great 
impor t ance  t o  p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work, and were f i l l e d  

" g e n e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  ad j u s  tment" was n e c e s s a r y  i n  order 
t o  "b reak  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of stalemate." 

w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l ,  were t o  be "promoted." T h i s  ! 

A s  r e v e a l e d  i n  L i n ' s  speech, Mao had decreed a 
g e n e r a l  t e s t i n g  and pu rge  of t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  
overcome widesp read  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  h i s  p o l i c i e s  and pro- 
grams,  o p p o s i t i o n  which had produced a " s i t u a t i o n  o f  s t a l e -  
mate." S i n c e  t h e  most d i s t i n c t i v e  e l emen t  of these 
p o l i C i e s  and programs is t h a t  of r e l i a n c e  upon p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i m t i o n  t o  a r o u s e  p o p u l a r  e n t h u s i a s m  and mass sup- 
por t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a s o c i a l i s t / C o m m u n i s t  s o c i e t y  
i n  Ch ina ,  Mao's c h a r g e  t h a t  " t h e  P a r t y  h a s  l o s t  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  masses" c o n s t i t u t e d  a fundamen ta l  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  S i n c e  by d e f i n i t i o n  Mao's 
p o l i c i e s  and programs were correct;the f a i l u r e  o f  these 
programs c o u l d  o n l y ,  i n  Mao's e y e s ,  be t h e  r e s u l t  of d i s -  
l o y a l t y  or incompetence  on t h e  p a r t  o f  those whom h e  had 
e n t r u s t e d  t o  c a r r y  them o u t .  
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A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f  had been o r d e r e d  
i n  l a t e  1965 t o  c a r r y  o u t  a r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign 
d i r e c t e d  a t  l e a d e r s h i p  c a d r e s  who were "ou tward ly  com- 
p l a i s a n t  and i n w a r d l y  d i s o b e d i e n t "  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  to- 
wards  Mao's t h o u g h t .  Obv ious ly  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  out- 
come of t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  purge  t h e  p a r t y  f rom above ,  Mao 
a p p a r e n t l y  t h e n  d e c i d e d  t o  f o r g e  a new weapon d e s i g n e d  
t o  purge t h e  p a r t y  from below--the Red Guards.  T h i s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n  of C h i n a ' s  Red Guard? w o u l d  be 
p r o v i d e d  by Mao hiniself i n  a d d r e s  
work c o n f e r e n c e  on 25 October: 

" I n  t h e  case of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  f e w  months--in J a n u a r y ,  F e b r u a r y ,  March, A p r i l  
and  May--there were many documents and t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee i s s u e d  announcements ,  b u t  i t  a l l  seems n o t  t o  have 
a t t r a c t e d  much a t t e n t i o n .  I t  was t h e  b i g - c h a r a c t e r  posters 
and t h e  c h a r g i n g  fo rward  of t h e  Red Guards t h a t  r e a l l y  
a r o u s e d  a t t e n t i o n .  Then i t  became i m p o s s i b l e  n o t  t o  pay 
a t t e n t i o n .  When t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  comes down on  your  own 
head ,  you have to . .  . c a r r y  o u t  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  
work . 

If a bas i c  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  second phase  of Mao's 
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  June and J u l y  had been t o  s u b j e c t  
t h o s e  i n  t h e  top e c h e l o n  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  a f i n a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o ,  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f ,  
Mae's t h o u g h t ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  " g r e a t  p r o l e -  
t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  a s  r e v e a l e d  a t  t h e  E l e v e n t h  
Plenum,was t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t o  a 
s i m i l a r  t es t .  (As p r e v i o u s l y  a r g u e d ,  L i u ,  Teng and per- 
haps  a f e w  o thers  were no t  r e a l l y  b e i n g  tested,  b u t  r a t h e r  
t r a p p e d . )  The p r imary  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  R e d  Guards ,  t h e n ,  
was t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  t es t ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  e l emen t  o f  
compuls ion  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  p a r t y  c a d r e s  t h a t  t h e y  
had t o  submi t  t o  t h e  t e s t i n g  p r o c e s s .  By means o f  w a l l  
p o s t e r s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m e e t i n g s ,  t h e  Red Guards were 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  I'a g e n e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  r a n k s  of 
p a r t y  c a d r e s "  ( i n  t h e  words o f  t h e  8 August  1966 c e n t r a l  
committee d e c i s i o n  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " )  
by "expos ing  and cr i t  ic  i z i n g  tho rough ly"  t h e  r i g  h t  is t s ; 
by e n c o u r a g i n g  those i n  t h e  c e n t e r  ( t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y )  
t o  "make s e r i o u s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m . .  . a c c e p t  t h e  c r i t i c i sm 
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of t h e  masses .  . .and j o i n  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e ; "  and by d i s c o v e r -  
i n g  t h e  l e f t i s t s  who would " s t a n d  i n  t h e  van o f  t h e  move- 
ment and d a r e  t o  a r o u s e  t h e  masses  b o l d l y . f t  For those 
c a d r e s  who still  r e s i s t e d ,  who still  r e f u s e d  t o  s u b m i t  
t o  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e r e b y  r e v e a l i n g  t h e i r  
" a n t i - p a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t "  n a t u r e ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t o  t h e  
Red Guards ( a g a i n  i n  t h e  8 August c e n t r a l  committee deci-  
s i o n )  w a s a l e a r - - t h e y  were t o  be " f u l l y  exposed, h i t  
h a r d ,  p u l l e d  down and c o m p l e t e l y  d i s c r e d i t e d  and t h e i r  
i n f l u e n c e  e l i m i n a t e d . "  

I 

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Mao b e l i e v e d  or pro- 
fessed to  b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  
of p a r t y  c a d r e s  would p a s s  t h e  t es t  of  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revo-  
l u t i o n . "  I n  h i s  c l o s i n g  speech a t  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum, 
Mao e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  a f t s m a l l  m i n o r i t y "  of p a r t y  com- 
r a d e s  would be u n a b l e  or u n w i l l i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  8 
August  c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n . "  R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  judgment ,  the p a r t y  d e c i s i o n  
i t se l f  s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y "  of p a r t y  c a d r e s  
were rlgoodtt or ? t c o m p a r a t i v e l y  good" and therefore were 
e x p e c t e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  tes t .  A s  l a t e  a s  25 October i n  h i s  
s p e e c h  t o  a p a r t y  work c o n f e r e n c e ,  Mao would a s s e r t  t h a t  
t h e  hard-core  o p p o s i t i o n  ( " t h e  a n t i - p a r t y  , a n t i - s o c i a l  ist 
r i g h t i s t s " )  amounted t o  o n l y  "1 t o  3 p e r c e n t "  of t o t a l  
p a r t y  c a d r e s .  Even a l l o w i n g  f o r  an e l e m e n t  of d i s ingenuous -  
n e s s  i n  t h i s  e s t i m a t e ,  i t  seems c lear  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  o u t -  
se t  Mao and h i s  new l e a d e r s h i p  team g r o s s l y  u n d e r e a t b a t e d  
t h e  n a t u r e  and  e x t e n t  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  w h i d h  t h e  r u t h l e s s  
p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would e n g e n d e r ,  
n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  p a r t y  b u t  a l s o  i n  s o c i e t y  a s  a whole. 

I t  is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n " ,  a s  a v e h i c l e  f o r  t e s t i n g  and  p u r g i n g  those  
h e l d  t o  be i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao, was i n t e n d e d  from t h e  
o u t s e t  t o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  army and government a s  w e l l .  On 
10 Augus t ,  L i n  P i a 0  i s s u e d  a d i r e c t i v e  g o v e r n i n g  imple-  
m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  ? I c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army. Echoing t h e  l i n e  he had t a k e n  i n  h t s  
keyno te  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum, L i n  made i t  c l e a r  

tha t  m i l i t a r y  c a d r e s  were to  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  same test  
a s  p a r t y  c a d r e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e y  (1) sup- 
p o r t e d  Mao; (2) gave  p r i o r i t y  t o  p o l i t i c s ;  and (3) d i s -  
p l a y e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e n t h u s i a s m ,  Those who f a i l e d  t o  p a s s  
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t h e  t e s t ,  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  t h i s  case n o t  by Red Guards b u t  
by  t h e  PLA G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ,  would be d i s m i s s e d .  

T h a t  i t  would a l s o  encompass t h e  government was 
i n d i c a t e d  by  Vice Premier Chen I i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s  o n  25 August .  I C h a r a c t e r i z i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  a s  i n  r e a l i t y  Ita p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  Chen 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  " a l l  h rghe r  cadres  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  a r e  
placed u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  masses." With  respect t o  
c e n t r a l  government  m i n i s t r i e s ,  s t a f f  members were empowered 
t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  "removal'l of a n y  o f f i c i a l  w i t h  whom t h e y  
were rTd i sp leased . r7  Chen t h e n  c o n c l u d e d  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  bj o b s e r v i n g  p r o p h e t i c a l l y :  " I t  a p p e a r s  
a s  though some of o u r  M i n i s t e r s  need t o  be d i s c h a r g e d , "  

Al though n o t  ment ioned by name, t h e  pu rpose  and 
f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  Red Guards were c l e a r l y  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  
t h e  8 August c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  y ! ~ - z ~ e r i i i ~ i  Y ': c 
" g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Referred t o  a s  
" l a r g e  numbers of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  young people ,  p r e v i o u s l y  
unknown, who have  become c o u r a g e o u s  and d a r i n g  p a t h b r e a k e r s , "  
t h e  Red Guards were d e p i c t e d  a s  t h e  vanguard  i n  c a r r y i n g  
o u t  t h e  three-f o ld  o b j e c t i v e  of Mao' s " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  : 
(1) " to  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  and c r u s h  those p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
w h o  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road;"  (2) " t o  c r i t i c i z e  
and  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  academic ' a u t h o r -  
i t i e s '  and  t h e  i d e o l o g y  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ; "  and (3) " to  
t r a n s f o r m  e d u c a t i o n ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and artX?d,- a.11,- 
o f  ~. t h e  ..". 1 .̂ asus.grstr:IbC;,t~ux#e , t h a t  do n o t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  
ist- . .eco,notric base. .  ,'? R e c r u i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
of m i l i t a n c y  and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  z e a l  (membersh ip  was l a r g e l y  
res t r ic ted t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  " f i v e  r e d  classes" 
of w o r k e r s ,  poor and lower-middle  p e a s a n t s ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
cad res  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a r t y r s ) ,  t h e  Red Guards were i n  
c e r t a i n  respects w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  most import- 
a n t  t a s k  a s s i g n e d  t h e m ,  t h a t  of s e r v i n g  a s  a combat force,  
a s  t h e  "army" of Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The v e r y  
same q u a l i t i e s - - o f  p u g n a c i t y ,  n a i v e t e  and  fana t ic i sm--of  
i ts y o u t h f u l  members, however, would s o o n  s p l i t  t h e  Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  g r a v e l y  i m p a i r i n g  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  p u r g i n g  t h e  p a r t y .  
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I t  was i d e a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  its f i r s t  a s s i g n -  
ment (conveyed by Chairman Mao d u r i n g  h i s  s y m b o l i c  meet- 
i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses  o n  10 August i n  Pek ing)  
I t to pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  s t a t e  a f f a i r s  and c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  end."  T h i s  
was t h e  l a u n c h i n g  of a r e i g n  of terror in C h i n a ' s  c i t i e s  
i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  d a y s  of August d i r e c t e d ,  i n  t h e  t e rmino logy  
of t h e  8 August  d e c i s i o n ,  a t  "open r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e . "  C i t i n g  Mao on t h e  need for  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
v i o l e n c e  ( l l R e v o l u t i o n  is a n  u p r i s i n g . .  .a v i o l e n t  a c t  
whereby one  c l a s s  o v e r t h r o w s  a n o t h e r " ) ,  bands  of t e e n a g e  
Red Guards se t  a b o u t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a t t a c k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  
and i n s t i t u t i o n s  s y m b o l i z i n g  b o u r g e o i s ,  f e u d a l  or f o r e i g n  
i n f l u e n c e  and r a n s a c k i n g  homes i n  search of i n c r i m i n a t i n g  
e v i d e n c e .  The same a c t s  of v i o l e n c e ,  b r u t a l i t y  and 
d e g r a d a t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  directed a t  e d u c a t o r s  i n  C h i n a ' s  
schools  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  were now committed p u b l i c l y  
a g a i n s t  d e f e n s e l e s s  v i c t i m s .  

T h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  phenonmenon d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  
comment. The resort  t o  " g r a t u i t o u s t 1  t e r r o r - - t h e  pe r secu -  
t i o n  of powerless and  h a r m l e s s  v i c t i m s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  
l lenemiesl l  so t h a t  t h e y  may be des t royed- -has  been  cha r -  
a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e  e s s e n c e  of modern t o t a l i t a r i a n  r u l e .  
C l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h i s  phenomenon is a compuls ion  t o  re- 
p e a t  t h e  p a s t ,  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  heroic, forma- 
t i v e  p e r i o d  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  when there was a power fu l  
enemy t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h .  Al though d e r i v e d  from a n  examina- 
t i o n  o f  e a r l i e r  f o r m s  of S t a l i n i s t  and H i t l e r i a n  r u l e ,  
t h i s  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e s  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  
of Mae's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . 1 1  I n  t h e  v i o l e n c e  and terror 
of Red Guard s t reet  a t t a c k s ,  Mao seeks t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  "corn- 
b a t  e x p e r i e n c e "  deemed n e c e s s a r y  f o r  l l c u l t i v a t i n g  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s . "  The p a t e n t  f a l s i t y  of t h i s  s y n t h e t i c  
r e v o l u t i o n  was r e v e a l e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e l e s s  
n a t u r e  of t h e  f irst  "enemy" selected f o r  a t t a c k ,  

The second  enemy selected f o r  a t t ack - - " those  wi th -  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i -  
t a l i s t  road"--was much more formidalble .  A s  no ted  above ,  
t h e  Red Guards w o u l d  prove  t o  be a n  imperfect weapon f o r  
a t t a c k i n g  t h i s  enemy desc r ibed  i n  t h e  8 August d e c i s i o n  
a s  I t t h e  main t a r g e t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  movement" and a s  t h e  
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c h i e f  s o u r c e  of t t r e s i s t a n c e t t  t o  t h e  t t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
A n ' a d d i t i o n a l  c a u s e  of d i f f i c u l t y ,  a s  e v e n t s  have made 
c l e a r ,  was a d e f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g y  of a t t a c k .  

A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  was an  a t t e m p t  t o  
a p p l y  on a na t ion-wide  b a s i s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  g a i n e d  i n  
implement ing  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  June  and J u l y  
a t  C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  P e k i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Ts inghua  
U n i v e r s i t y .  A s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  p a t t e r n  of e v e n t s  
had been t h e  t e s t i n g  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Peking and 
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee on its per formance  i n  a d m i n i s t e r -  
i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  tes t  
were f i r s t  communicated t o  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum i n  e a r l y  
August and  t h e n  t o  mass mee t ings  o f  Red Guards assembled  
i n  P e k i n g  i n  mid-August t o  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e i r  
role  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  The r e s u l t s  were t h a t  
a number of i l l u s t r i o u s  s e n i o r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  most n o t a b l y  
s e n i o r  p a r t y  Vice-chairman L i u  Shao-chi  and Secxe t a r y  
G e n e r a l  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  had f a i l e d  t h e  test. T h i s  was 
t h e  " r e v i s i o n i s  t l e a d e r s h i p f q - - v t t h o s e  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  and t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road"--which 
t h e  f i r s t  c o n t i n g e n t s  of Red Guards i n  P e k i n g  had d i s -  
c o v e r e d  and over thrown.  To seek o u t  and o v e r t h r o w  t h e  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  of L i u  and Teng i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  as 
a whole ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s )  was t h e  t a s k  a l i i  ' t  . I  

C h i n a ' s  Red Guards were now e x h o r t e d  t o  accomplish. 

I 

. .  
I 

The main force of t h e  f v c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  was 
now directed s q u a r e l y  a t  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  Whereas a l l  
p r e v i o u s  r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaigns had been c a r r i e d  
o u t  a g a i n s t  l a r g e l y  p r e - s e l e c t e d  t a r g e t s  under  t h e  c o n t r o l  
o f  a h i g h l y  c e n t r a l i z e d ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  p a r t y  machine,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  campaign was f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of f e r r e t i n g  o u t  
l a r g e l y  unknown "h idden  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e "  
( the t e rmino logy  o f ' t h e  8 August d e c i s i o n )  w i t h i n  t h i s  
p a r t y  machine and e n t r u s t e d  t o  a newly-formed, l o o s e l y -  
o r g a n i z e d  g roup  o f  y o u t h f u l  z e a l o t s ,  t h e  Red Guards.  I t  
was o n e  t h i n g  t o  s t a g e  t h i s  drama i n  Pek ing  where  Mao, L i n  
and t h e  new " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group"  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee could p r o v i d e  d i r ec t  g u i d a n c e  and  l i m i t  d i s o r d e r .  
I t  was q u i t e  a n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  however,  to  d i s p a t c h  these 
y o u t h f u l  f a n a t i c s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and t e s t  on t h e i r  own ,o 

t h e  l o y a l t y  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l eve l .  

. .  
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A s  s u g g e s t e d  above ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  c a u s e  of d i f f i -  
c u l t y  i n  t h e  Red Guard movement was d e f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n .  I n  order t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c h a o t i c  n a t u r e  of Mao's 
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  months of 1966,  i t  
is n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i m p o s i t i o n  of c o n t r o l  from 
above was e x p r e s s l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  A s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  

i n  t h e i r  behalf  must n o t  be used.11 A s  s p e l l e d  out  i n  a 
23 August People 's  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l ,  t h i s  meant s p e c i f i c a l l y  
f o r  t h e  Red Guards I t t h e  r i g h t  t o  p a r a d e  and d e m o n s t r a t e  

1 

, 8 August d e c i s i o n ,  * I t h e  o n l y  method" was " f o r  t h e  masses  
I t o  l i be ra t e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and any  method of d o i n g  t h i n g s  

I i n  t h e  s t reets ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a s semble  and t o  form a s s o c i a -  
I t i o n s ,  and  t h e  r i g h t  of speech  and p u b l i c a t i o n . "  I n  a 

I d ay ,  Mao minimized t h e  l l s o - c a l l e d  chaos" w h i c h  m i g h t  r e s u l t  
I s p e e c h  t o  a c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  same 

I from t h e  exercize of these " r i g h t s , "  a n d ,  i n  any  c a s e ,  pro-  
c l a imed  t h e  view: " le t  there  be c h a o s  f o r  some months." 
I n  t h i s  emphas is  on  " r igh t s "  and p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  con- 
t r o l s ,  t h e r e  was a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  anarchy . ,  

.. 

The l o o s e l y - o r g a n i z e d ,  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  sys t em d e v i s e d  
t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  
was r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  8 August c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n .  
A t  t h e  bas ic  l e v e l  were " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g roups ,  
committees and c o n g r e s s e s "  t o  be o r g a n i z e d  i n  "colleges, 
s c h o o l s  and government and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . .  . [ a n d ]  
g e n e r a l l y  a l s o  i n  f a c t o r i e s ,  mines ,  other e n t e r p y i s e s ,  
u rban  d i s t r i c t s  and v i l l a g e s . 1 1  Envisaged  a s  "permanent ,  
s t a n d i n g  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  t h e  members of these g r o u p s  
( t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e l i t e  among s t u d e n t s ,  workers  and 
p e a s a n t s )  were t o  be selected and s u b j e c t  t o  r e c a l l  by  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses" i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  *'a sys t em 
of g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t  of  t h e  P a r i s  Commune." 
Although c l e a r l y  l i m i t e d  i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  these " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  committees" were d e p i c t e d  a s  p r o v i d i n g  "genera  1 
guidance"  t o  Red Guard u n i t s  when t h e y  first appea red  i n  
Ch ina '$  schools and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Guidance a t  t h e  top h a s  been p rov ided  by Mao, h i s  
new team of leaders ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  group" of  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. An u n u s u a l  and con- 
t i n u i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h i s  c o n t r o l  sys tem a t  t h e  t o p  h a s  been 
t h a t ,  once  p o l i c y  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d ,  t h e y  are  t h e n  
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communicated d i r e c t l y  and i n  p e r s o n  by h igh - rank ing  l e a d e r s  
t o  m e e t i n g s  of  Red Guards i n  Peking .  I n  t h i s  ser ies  o f  
m e e t i n g s  (most of  which a r e  known o n l y  from w a l l  posters) ,  
Chou En- l a i  h a s  been t h e  m o s t  p rominen t ,  followed by  Madame 
Mao and Chen Po- ta .  By convey ing  l e a d e r s h i p  d i r e c t i v e s  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Red Guards ,  i t  h a s  been p o s s i b l e  t o  bypass  
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i t se l f  t h e  object of 
a t  t a c k .  

Guidance a t  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  l e v e l  was a t  f i r s t  
!. p r o v i d e d  .by  a network of Itc-u1 t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  g roups t t  w i t h -  
' i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and m u n i c i p a l  p a r t y  

committees. C o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  ad  hoc  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s ,  these "g roups t t  p resumably  r e c e i v a  their d i r -  
e c t i v e s  f rom and were r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  group" of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. Lack ing  c l e a r - c u t  
d i r e c t i v e s  and l i m i t e d  i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  these "groups" would 
i n  t i m e  come u n d e r  a t t a c k  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
s u p p r e s s  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  

The  c h a r t e r  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  was ,  o f ,  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  8 August d e c i s i o n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 
I n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  f o r  a l l ,  t h e  ambiguous,  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  language  of t h e  16 p o i n t s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h i s  
document h a s  proved a b a s i c  s o u r c e  of c o n f u s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a -  
t i o n  of those t o  be purged  i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  I n  
P o i n t  Two, t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  pu rge  

\ was a s s i g n e d  ( i m p l i c i t l y )  t o  Red Guards--"the l a r g e  numbers 
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  young p e o p l e  ...[ who] ... expose  and c r i t i -  
cize t h o r o u g h l y ,  and l a u n c h  r e s o l u t e  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  open 
and h idden  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e . "  I n  P o i n t  
T h r e e ,  however, where p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  
were d i r e c t e d  t o  encourage  R e d  Guard c r i t i c i sm of t h e i r  
pe r fo rmance ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  a g i v e n  
p a r t y  l e a d e r  shou ld  be d i s m i s s e d  was c l e a r l y  r e t a i n e d  by 
t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f .  

A more g l a r i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  was c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  methods t o  be employed i n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  
r e c t i f i c a t i o n - p u r g e  campaign.  I n  P o i n t  S i x ,  t h e  l l deba te"  
was t o  be l lconducted  by r e a s o n i n g ,  n o t  by c o e r c i o n  or 
f o r c e " ;  b u t  i n  P o i n t  E i g h t ,  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  h a n d l i n g  
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" a n t i - p a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  r i g h t i s t s "  was '  t h a t  t h e y  "2nust 
b e  f u l l y  exposed ,  h i t  h a r d ,  p u l l e d  down and c o m p l e t e l y  
d i s c r e d i t e d  and  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  e l i m i n a t e d . "  Al though 
t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  cou ld  be r e c o n c i l e d  i n  t h e o r y  ( t h e  
f irst  a p p l i e d  t o  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  comrades , f f  the second to 
t l c l a s s  enemies" ) ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  of d i s t i n g u i s h  
i n g  between l t f r i e n d l '  and "enemy" remained .  For  this, t h e  
most c r u c i a l  s i n g l e  i s s u e  i n  any  p u r g e ,  there was no c l e a r , :  
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  g u i d a n c e .  

t With t h i s  background i n  mind, i t  is e a s i e r  t o  
, u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e x t  phase.  of Mao's l f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t t  
I e x t e n d i n g  from t h e  first Red Guard r a l l y  of 18 August t o  
I mid-September. Fo l lowing  a s h o r t - c o u r s e  i n  t h e  s t r a t e g y  

and t a c t i c s  of " c u l t U r a 1  r e v o l u t i o n , "  c o n t i n g e n t s  of Red 
Guards were s e n t  o u t  t o  a l l  p r o v i n c e s  and  major  c i t i e s  
t o  t r a n s m i t  and a p p l y  t h e  advanced r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i -  

t h e  p a r t y  committees on t h e i r  per formance  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  defects of s t r a t e g y  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  Red Guard movement o u t l i n e d  above  
combined t o  produce  a na t ion-wide  e x p l o s i o n  of v i o l e n c e .  

p a t t e r n  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  v i o l e n c e  f e a t u r i n g  b loody c l  
a p p e a r e d  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  major  c i t i e s  of China.  A s  
s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  numerous w a l l  p o s t e r s  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  
p r e c i p i t a t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  c a s e s  was t h e  pe r -  
emptory  demand by Red Guards from Pek ing  on a r r i v a l  t h a t  
loca l  p a r t y  committees " r e o r g a n i z e  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  of 
t h e  Pek ing  committee.tf When t h i s  demand was n o t  m e t ,  
Red Guard l e a d e r s  t h e n  ordered t h e i r  de t achmen t s  t o  ''bomb- 
a r d  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s , "  l a u n c h i n g  a v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
bo th  t h e  p r e m i s e s  and l e a d e r s  of t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  c o m m i t -  
tees. To de fend  t h e m s e l v e s ,  l o c a l  committees t h e n  mobilized 
t h e i r  own Red Guards,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  worke r s ,  p e a s a n t s  and 
s o l d i e r s .  The r e s u l t  was a r a s h  of v i o l e n t  " i n c i d e n t s t t  
t h roughou t  most of China ,  i n  some c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h o u s a n d s  
of comba tan t s  and p r o d u c i n g  hundreds  of c a s u a l t i e s ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  many dead .  

Although t h e  8 August d e c i s i o n  had p r e d i c t e d  " r e l a -  
t i v e l y  great  r e s i s t a n c e "  once  t h e  Red Guards were u n l e a s h e d  

I e n c e  of Peking--spec i f  i c a l l y ,  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t e s t i n g  

I n s t e a d  of r e v o l u t i o n  on t h e  Pek ing  model,  a 
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1 t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  e x t e n t  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  was c l e a r l y  beyond e x p e c t a t i o n .  The r e s p o n s e  
of  Mao and L in  and t h e  new team of l e a d e r s  t o  t h i s  crisis 
was one of t a c t i c a l  r e t r e a t ,  a r e g r o u p i n g  of forces which 
w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h r o u g h o u t  October and much of November. I n  
a series of measu res  d e s i g n e d  tp l i m i t  t h e  e x c e s s e s  of t h e  
Red'Guard movement, t h e  f i r s t  was an  e x p l i c i t  and G i t e r a t e d  
p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  u s e  of  force. 
demand f o r  g r e a t e r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  was now 

, h e l d  a p p l i c a b l e  ( i n  t h e  28 August People 's  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  

I t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  A r m y " )  even  t o  " those i n  a u t h o r i t y  

i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ) .  Moreover,  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e d i t o r i a l s  
(e.g. t h e  7 September People 's  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l )  warned 

' Red Guards n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t w d u c t i o n  i n  i n d u s t r y  
and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  bo th  t o  s a f e g u a r d  p r o d u c t i o n  and remove 
a major  s o u r c e  of f r i c t i o n  between Red Guards and workers 
and p e a s a n t s .  

I Coupled w i t h  a 

I e n t i t l e d  " R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Young People S h o u l d m n  from 

I who a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road"  ( i .e .  Mao's opponen t s  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a number of t e n t a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

F i r s t  was a n  a t t e m p t ' t o  o r g a n i z e  J o i n t  
measures  were t a k e h  a t  t h i s  time t o  s t r e n g t h e n  coord ina -  
t i o n  and  c o n t r o l .  
Commands or G e n e r a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  of Red Guards i n  t h e  major  
c i t i e s  of China ,  w i t h  t h e  aim of c e n t r a l i z i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a g i v e n  l o c a l i t y .  A s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  
of these new Red Guard Corps  was t h e  employment o f  h igh -  
r a n k i n g  PLA o f f i ce r s  ( m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  commanders and 
p o l i t i c a l  commissars )  as " i n s t r u c t o r s , "  w i t h  t h e  announced 
o b j e c t i v e  of t u r n i n g  t h e  Red Guards i n t o  a h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  
d i s c i p l i n e d  b a t t l e  force and "s t rong  r e s e r v e  of t h e  People 's  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army." Next was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Red Guard 
C o n t r o l  Squads ,  a n  e l i t e  c o r p s  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  . 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and p u n i s h  i n f r a c t i o n s  of t h e  new d i s c i p l i n e .  
F i n a l l y ,  an e x t e n s i v e  e f f o r t  was u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
to  " l i n k  up" t h e  l o c a l  Red Guard Corps on  a na t ion -wide  
b a s i s ,  a c h i e v i n g  c o o r d i n a t i o n  by s e n d i n g  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  6 

"exchange e x p e r i e n c e . "  The f o c a l  p o i n t  was P e k i n g ,  t o  
w h i c h  i n  e n s u i n g  months l i t e r a l l y  m i l l i o n s  o f  Red Guards 
would t r a v e l  i n  a n  unend ing  s t r e a m ,  there  t o  have t h e  
p s y c h e d e l i c  e x p e r i e n c e  of  s e e i n g  Chairman Mao and there 
t o  r e c e i v e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  next phase  
of t h e  ? f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

. .. 
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One of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  and r e v e a l i n g  of t.,ese 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  was c o n t a i n e d  i n  a mid-September speech by 
Chou E n - l a i  t o  a Red Guard g r o u p  from Harb in .  A f t e r  
admonish ing  t h e  Harb in  Red Guards f o r  p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e i r  
a t t a c k  on t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e  
i n  newspapers  and r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s  ( a  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  
8 August d i r e c t i v e ) ,  Chou t h e n  p roceeded ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 
a w a l l - p o s t e r  a c c o u n t ,  t o  a g e n e r a l  c r i t i q u e  of t h e i r  
c o n d u c t  which  a p p l i e d  e q u a l l y  to  a l l  Red Guard g r o u p s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  v i o l e n t  p h a s e  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . r f  
The b a s i c  m i s t a k e  had been  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  e n t i r e  p rov in -  
c i a l  p a r t y  l eade r sh ip ,  t o  a t t a c h  t h e  " b l a c k  gang" l a b e l  
t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committee a s  a whole .  B u t ,  s a i d  Chou, 
"some of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committee comrades a r e  good," 
and, moreover ,  " n o t  a l l  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  
a r e  bad." The 8 August d e c i s i o n  had c l e a r l y  specif ied 
t h a t  " i n d i v i d u a l s , "  n o t  "groups;  were t h e  main t a r g e t ,  
a n d ?  moreover ,  " c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  
ferret  o u t  these i n d i v i d u a l s  ("You c a n n o t  p u t  c a p s  on 
p e o p l e  a t  t h e  s t a r t " ) .  
moreover ,  when t h e y  I f a r r e s t e d f t  members of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
committee, a n  a c t i o n  which o n l y  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee 
of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee was empowered t o  a u t h o r i z e .  

The above  s u g g e s t s  t h e  c a l l i n g  of a t empora ry  t r u c e  
i n  October and November i n  t h e  b a t t l e  between t h e  Red 
Guards and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  I t  was a t  l e a s t  
t a c i t l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards had gone too f a r  too 
f a s t ,  t h e  c l a s s i c  d e f i n i t i o n  of error. A t  t h e  
same time, and i t  was a v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p r o v i s o ,  i t  was 

. made a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  and  m u n i c i p a l  
p a r t y  committees had a l s o  erred i n  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  Red Guard 
a t t a c k s .  C i t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  8 August d e c i s i o n  
t h a t  I t i t  is n o t  p e r m i t t e d ,  whatever  t h e  p r e t e x t ,  t o  i n c i t e  
t h e  masses  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r , "  a 11 September  
People's D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  " r e s p o n s i b l e  
p e r s o n s  i m e  l o c a l i t i e s  and u n i t s  o p e n l y  d e f i e d  t h i s  
d e c i s i o n . . . c r e a t e d  v a r i o u s  p re tex ts  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  mass 
movement.. . [ a n d ]  even  i n c i t e d  a number of workers  and 
p e a s a n t s  ... to  oppose  and a n t a g o n i z e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t ude n t s . 

They had exceeded  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y ,  
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I 3 E c s L  I 

The i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  were ominous.  
A t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i n e ,  once  t h e  Red Guard s t u d e n t s  had 
been r e i n f o r c e d  by m i l i t a n t  de t achmen t s  of young workers ,  
t h e  t r u c e  would be l i f t e d  and  t h e  o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  renewed. A t  that  t i n e ,  
t h e  p r e t e x t  would be a t  hand for p u r g i n g  n e a r l y  a n y  leader 
a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u ,  p r o v i n c i a l  01- w u n i c i p a l  l e v e l  whom 
t h e  Maoists i n  P e k i n g  might  se lect ,  

B. The October Work Confe rence  (October-November 1966)  

''A r e v i e w  of t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  months t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
t h e  two o p p o s i n g  forces h a s  been  v e r y  grea t .  T h e r e  was 
t e n s i o n  a t  one  t i m e  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  ... of resist- 
a n c e  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  t h e  in-between s t r a t u m .  Chairman 
Mao n o t e d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and dec ided  t o  c a l l  you together  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n . "  -- L i n  P iao ,  Speech  a t  C e n t r a l  
Committee Work C o n f e r e n c e ,  25  October 1966. 

"The t i m e  of t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  has  been  
v e r y  s h o r t . . . a  mere f i v e  months ... s o  i t  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  
t h a t  there s h o u l d  have been some l a c k  o f  comprehens ion  
and some c l a s h e s  ... We c a n n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  broad masses  of 
c e n t r a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l ,  d i s t r i c t  and c o u n t y  cadres  t o  a c h i e v e  
f u l l  comprehens ion  o v e r n i g h t . .  .But  I am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  w i l l  understand! '  -- Mao Tse- tung ,  Speech  a t  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  Work Confe rence ,  25 October 1966. 

O p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and how I 
t o  cope  w i t h  i t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  theme of a n  i m p o r t a n t  1 

c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  P e k i n g  from 9 
October t o  26 October 1966, As t h e  s t a t e l r e n t s  by L i n  and 
,Ma0 c i t e d  above  i n d i c a t e ,  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  was unexpec ted ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  
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by p a r t y  c a d r e s  i n  " t h e  in-between s t r a t u m "  who by d e f i n i -  
t i o n  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y .  I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  
t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  n a t u r e  and  e x t e n t  of t h e  oppos i -  
t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a marked s h i f t  i n  t h e  s t r a t e g y  of t h e  
t i c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  t h r o u g h o u t  October and  November, 

p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  and  p e r s u a s i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a s  
s u b s e q u e n t  deve lopmen t s  would make c l e a r ,  Mao and  h i s  
new team of l e a d e r s  were b u s i l y  engaged  i n  r e o r g a n i z i n g  
and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  forces of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f  tl* 
i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a new o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s .  

a s h i f t  away from v i o l e n c e  and p h y s i c a l  c o e r c i o n  toward I 

The n a t u r e  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  two-month p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  E l e v e n t h  
Plenum was a n a l y z e d  and  e x p l a i n e d  by Chen P o - t a i n  t w o  
major s p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  October work c o n f e r e n c e . *  Char-  
a c t e r i z e d  a s  a c o n t i n u i n g  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of t h e  " b o u r g e o i s  
r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e "  advanced  ea r l i e r  b y  L i u  and  Teng,  t h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  was a c c u s e d  o f  r e s o r t i n g  t o  new t r i c k s  a f t e r  
t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum i n  a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  " s u p p r e s s  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses." The  p r i n c i p a l  t r i c k  p layed  by 
Mao's o p p o n e n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Chen 

*The term ffopposLtIiorb!! is a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e ,  s i n c e  
it s u g g e s t s  ' 

d i r e c t i v e s  W k ?  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  Much 
of t h e  " o p p o s i t i o n " ,  however,  h a s  come from those who 
c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r s  of Mao b u t  who 
e i the r  have m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  vague and  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
g u i d e l i n e s  l a i d  down t o  g o v e r n  t h e  i t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
or have a c t e d  i n  s e l f - d e f d t h o u g h  r e c o g n i z i n g  
t h a t  i t  is a n  i n a d e q u a t e  and  even  m i s l e a d i n g  terxr, t h e  
word f l o p p o s i t i o n "  w i l l  be used  ( fo r  want  of a bet ter  one )  
i n  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  refer t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  obstacles  and 
r e s i s t a n c e  of a l l  k i n d s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  Mao and  h i s  new 
team i n  t h e  imp lemen ta t ion  o f  t h e  "g rea t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u i  t u r a  1 r e v 0  l u  t i o n .  lt 

e l c o n s c i o u s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Mao's 
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and  o the r  regime spokesmen,  was t h a t  of r e l y i n g  upon a 
" c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a j o r i t y "  t o  s u p p r e s s  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
m i n o r i t y "  i n  a number of sectors of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n .  I '  

. ,  

I I .  

. ,  

. .. 

F i r s t ,  Chen r e v e a l e d  t h a t  most of t h e  t T c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  g r o u p s ,  committees and  c o n g r e s s e s "  (descr ibed 
i n  t h e  8 August c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  a s  t h e  " o r g a n s  
of power of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " )  estab- 
l i s h e d  i n  C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  schools  d u r i n g  August  
and September  had been t a k e n  o v e r  by t h i s  ' ' c o n s e r v a t i v e  
m a j o r i t y . "  As Chou En- l a i  would p u t  i t  b l u n t l y  i n  a 
s p e e c h  of 3 October, ''We have  found  t h a t  ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
commi t t ees '  d o n ' t  work." Even more s u r p r i s i n g  was t h e  
a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  had seized c o n t r o l  of two 
of t h e  three R e d  Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  P e k i n g  
i n  l a t e  August .  

The d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  Mao's " l i t t l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
g e n e r a l s "  had been  l a r g e l y  t a k e n  over b y  a " c o n s e r v a t i v e  
m a j o r i t y "  was made i n  s p e e c h e s  by Chen Po- t a , 'Chou  En- 
l a i  and Madame Mao a t  a number of r a l l i e s  convened i n  
October fo r  t h e  pu rpose  ( i n  Chou ' s  words )  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  
a "grea t  d i v i s i o n  and  g r e a t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of t h e  R e d  
Guard movement. Demons t r a t ing  t h e  g r a v i t y  of t h e  problem, 
a c e n t r a l  committee emergency d i r e c t i v e  of 5 October de- 
manded t h a t  " l e a d i n g  o r g a n s ? v  (" the  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
committees") i n  all u n i v e r s i t i e s  and  m i d d l e  schools immedia t e ly  
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s t o p  " i n c i t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  s t u d e n t s  and h i t t i n g  t h e  
l e f t i s t s ; "  t h a t  s t e p s  be t a k e n  " t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  m i n o r i t y ; "  
and t h a t  t r u e  l e f t i s t s  who had been  denounced a s  "coun te r -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t t  be " v i n d i c a t e d  and r e h a b i l i t a t e d  i n  p u b l i c . 1 t  
The n e x t  day  a g i a n t  r a l l y  was h e l d  i n  Pek ing  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  
of l * r e h a b i l i t a t i n g "  Kuai Ta-fu ( soon  t o  become a l e a d e r  
of t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  Red Guard movement) ; of e n d o r s i n g  t h e  
m i l i t a n t  #3 Red Guard H e a d q u a r t e r s  a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  Red Guard 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  and of i n i t i a t i n g  Ita l a r g e - s c a l e  mass c r i t i -  
c i s m  and r e p u d i a t i o n  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e "  
h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u b v e r s i o n  of Mae's Red Guards 
d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  two-month p e r i o d .  

t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  #1 and #2 Red Guard H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  m i l i t a n t  
Red Guard g r o u p s  from f o u r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  (Peking  A v i a t i o n  
College, P e k i n g  Normal I n s t i t u t e ,  P e k i n g  F o r e s t r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  
and Peking Geology I n s t i t u t e )  were p r a i s e d  a s  t l r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  m i n o r i t i e s "  who had "rebelled" t o  seize power from 
I t c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a j o r i t i e s "  i n  these h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  a t -  
t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  how i t  c o u l d  be t h a t  t h e  " m a j o r i t y  
of P a r t y  and Young Communist League members" i n  t h e  #2 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  had s u p p o r t e d  a " c o n s e r v a t i v e  l i n e  , ? (  C h i  
Pen-yu advanced t h e  n o t  v e r y  c o n v i n c i n g  r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  
t h e  f a u l t  l a y  w i t h  t h e  " r e v i s i o n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p "  of t h e  
p a r t y ' s  new Pek ing  committee. Conv inc ing  or n o t ,  t h i s  
would be t h e  s t a n d a r d  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  much of  t h e  sub-  
s e q u e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h a t  
i t  was i n s p i r e d  and directed by l o c a l  p a r t y  committees. 

A t  m e e t i n g s  convened on 21  October and 12  November 

Another  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  e m b a r r a s s i n g  develop-  
ment was t h a t  v t c o n s e r v a t i v e "  l e a d e r s  of these Red Guard 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  had been man ipu la t ed  and c o n t r o l l e d  b y  " c l a s s  
enemies" ( "pe r sons  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
road")  who were h i d i n g  "behind t h e  s c e n e s . "  J u s t  a s  Kuai 
Ta-fu symbol i zed  t h e  s u p p r e s s e d  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i n o r i t y , "  
t h e  symbol  of t h e  " c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a j o r i t y  was Tan Li - fu  
of t h e  #1 Red Guard H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Accused of s e e k i n g  
l t s p e c i a l  r i g h t s  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  of h i g h e r  e c h e l o n  c a d r e s , "  
Tan t y p i f i e d  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  s o n s  and d a u g h t e r s  o f  
h igh - rank ing  c a d r e s  who had assumed p o s i t  i o n s  of  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  i n  t h e  Red Guard movement i n  August and September .  
The c h a r g e  of c o l l u s i o n  between these h igh - rank ing  c a d r e s  
and t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  was a t  f i r s t  muted,  a p p e a r i n g  i n  w a l l  
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posters i n  Oc tobe r  p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  " p a r e n t s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  were b e i n g  p r o t e c t e d  by t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
who o r g a n i z e d  other young peop le"  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  I n  
t h e  e n s u i n g  phase  of a l l - o u t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  
opposition beginning in D e c e m b e r ,  however, t h i s  c h a r g e  
would be l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  new g roup  
of  t o p  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  who would be purged a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

The p r i n c i p a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r evo-  
\ l u t i o n "  t h r o u g h o u t  August  and September ,  however,  came 

from p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  secretaries who ( a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by  
' Chen Po-ta i n  h i s  23 October s p e e c h  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 

mittee work c o n f e r e n c e ) ,  " a f r a i d  of l o s i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  
and prestige ... i n s t i g a t e d  workers  and p e a s a n t s  ,to f i g h t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s t u d e n t s . " .  I n  so d o i n g ,  t h e y  "made t h e m s e l v e s  
o u t  a s  p e o p l e  who were s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  m a j o r i t y "  ( a s  
t h e y  undoub ted ly  were) and p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  " t h e  o r g a n s  t h e y  
managed were t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s  . I 1  
They a l s o  c l a i m e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Chen, t h a t  " t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  obs t ruc ts  p r o d u c t i o n , "  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  t h e  

. " l a r g e - s c a l e  exchange  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e "  ( i n  
which  m i l l i o n s  of Red Guards t r a v e l e d  t o  and from P e k i n g )  
d i s r u p t e d  p l a n n i n g  and p r o d u c t i o n .  C h e n ' s  answer to  t h i s  
c h a r g e  was (1) t o  claibm t h a t  "enormous i n c r e a s e s "  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  had a l r e a d y  been 
a c h i e v e d  i n  1966;  (2) t o  asser t  t h a t  a r e c e n t  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee d i r e c t i v e  a s k i n g  Red Guards n o t  to  r i d e  t r a i n s  or 
motor v e h i c l e s  "whenever p o s s i b l e ' ?  would  " s o l v e  t h e  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  problem;" and (3) most i m p o r t a n t  of a l l ,  t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  Chairman Mao approved  of t h e  "exchange of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e . "  

C o n t i n u i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's r ? c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  was a l s o  n o t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Libera- 
t i o n  Army. I n  a 5 Oc tobe r  emergency d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  n o t e d  t h a t  "some l e a d i n g  o r g a n s f r  i n  

I m i l i t a r y  academies and schools  had f l s e r i o u s l y  v i o l a t e d "  
t h e  8 August c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  by " i n c i t i n g  
s t u d e n t s  to s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  s t u d e n t s "  and t h e r e b y  sup- 
p r e s s i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t .  '' T h i s  had been c a u s e d  

* by ,'a h a n d f u l  of a n t i - p a r t y  and a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  bad e l emen t s "  
i n  t h e  l e a d i n g  bodies  of these academies  and  schools  whom 

I 
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t h e  flleftists" were now ordered " to  d r a g  o u t ,  t h o r o u g h l y  
s t r u g g l e  and cr i t ic ize . ' I  T h e r e  was,  moreover  a companion 
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  d i r e c t i v e  i n  e a r l y  October w i t h  
g e n e r a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  PLA a s  a whole ,  which  o r d e r e d  
p a r t y  members t o  expose ,  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  and report  t o  
a h i g h e r  level  t l s t a t e m e n t s  o r  a c t i o n s  which r u n  c o u n t e r  
to  t h e  t h o u g h t  of Mao Tse- tung  or t h e  course and  p o l i c y  
of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit tee '?  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  
" p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c h a i n  of command" of those i n v o l v e d .  

i n  t h e  economic sector was a common c o m p l a i n t  of both Red 
Guards and t h e i r  m e n t o r s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  groupl l  i n  October. On 30 October a r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  of t h e  #3 Red Guard H e a d q u a r t e r s  complained t o  Tao 
Chu a b o u t  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  follows: "Now t h e  problems 
of t h e  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s  a r e  b i g .  They want t o  p roduce  
b u t  t h e y  do n o t  want t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . .  . T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  is 
v e r y  s e r i o u s . "  I n  a speech t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d a y ,  Kuan Feng 
(a member of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  group")  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  "problem of  t h e  factories '? i n  s i m i l a r  terms, p o i n t i n g  
out t h a t  " i n  many p l a c e s ,  workers a r e  no..r o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p roduc t ion"  and t h a t  t h i s  made d i f f i c u l t  t h e  t a s k  of 
a c h i e v i n g  l l c o o r d i n a t i o n l '  between Red Guards and  workers. 

Having acknowledged t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
o p p o s i t i o n ,  Mao, L i n  P i a o  and Chen Po-ta i n  s p e e c h e s  con- 
c l u d i n g  t h e  October work c o n f e r e n c e  on 25 October r e v e a l e d  
what t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would be. 
I n  b r i e f ,  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were t o  be g iven  a n o t h e r  chance  
t o  p a s s  ( i n  t h e  words of  Chen) " t h e  s e v e r e  tes t  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  One r e a s o n  fo r  t h i s  s econd  chance ,  
a s  Mao e x p l a i n e d ,  was t h a t  t h e  first t e s t  i n  some r e s p e c t s  
had n o t  been  f a i r l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d .  After t h e  E l e v e n t h  
Plenum, local  p a r t y  committees I t i n  some p l a c e s  d i d  n o t  
have time t o  h o l d  p r o p e r  meet ings i1  i n  w h i c h  t o  make neces-  
s a r y  l l p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l ' '  p r e p a r a t i o n  before " t h e  
Red Guards cha rged . "  What is more, a s  the i m p o r t a n t  31 
October Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  summing up  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  
p a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e  a d m i t t e d ,  t h e r e  had been "some excesses 
i n  words and a c t i o n s  by t h e  masses" i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of ad- 
m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  first t e s t .  

C o n t i n u i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  I t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  

-- 
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Most i m p o r t a n t  of a l l ,  t h e  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee were t o  be g i v e n  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
L i n  Piao,  b e c a u s e  "the m a j o r i t y  of o u r  comrades a c t e d  
u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y "  i n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . t f  
They had been d e c e i v e d  i n t o  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  "bourgeois 
r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e "  of L i u  and Teng. The s t r a t e g y ,  a s  
r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  31 October Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l ,  was t o  
draw a series o f  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between t h e  " v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  
who have commit ted t h i s  error of l i n e . "  On t h e  one  hand,  
there were t h e  s m a l l  number ("one or t w o  or j u s t  a f e w " )  
who had I tpu t  forward t h e  wrong l i n e "  ( c l e a r l y  a r e f e r e n c e  
t o  Liu  Shao-chi and Teng Hs iao -p ing ) ,  together w i t h  a n  
i n d e t e r m i n a t e  number who had t f c o n s c i o u s l y "  implemented 
i t  and "pers is ted i n  error." On t h e  o ther  hand,  there 
were t h e  " l a r g e  number" who had "unconsc ious ly"  p u t  t h e  
wrong l i n e  i n t o  e f fec t  and who were " w i l l i n g  to  correct" 
t h e i r  error. A s  opposed t o  t h e  first g roup  of i n c o r r i g i -  
b l e s , t he  second  and much larger  g roup  of p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
c o u l d  be r e h a b i l i t a t e d .  

-- 

The means of r edempt ion ,  a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by Chen, 
was fo r  " t h e  m a j o r i t y  of comrades.. . t o  wake up and draw 
a d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between themse lves  and t h e  wrong l i n e  once  
t h e  wrong l i n e  h a s  been  p o i n t e d  o u t . "  As s t a t e d  more 
e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t h e  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l ,  " A  Communist who 
has made a n  error r l i n e  s h o u l d  have t h e  c o u r a g e  to  
admi t  and examine h i s  error and ,  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  masses ,  
c r i t i c i z e  what he h a s  done wrong." By e n g a g i n g  i n  s e l f -  
c r i t i c i sm before t h e  Red Guards ,  a p o l o g i z i n g  f o r  p r e v i o u s  
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Red Guard a t t a c k s ,  and ,  p e r h a p s  most i m p o r t a n t  
of a l l ,  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  " b o u r g e o i s  r e a c -  
t i o n a r y  l i n e "  and  its p e r p e t r a t o r s  Liu  and Teng,  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and m u n i c i p a l  
l e v e l s  might  y e t  s a v e  themse lves .  Having s u c c e s s f u l l y  
b e a t e n  o f f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s  l aunched  by Red Guards i n  
l a t e  Augus t ,  , l o c a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were now g i v e n  t h e  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u r r e n d e r  p e a c e f u l l y ,  

A v i t a l  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  t h i s  new s t r a t e g y  of p o l i t i c a l  i ' p r e s s u r e  and p e r s u a s i o n  was t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of c o n f e s s i o n s  
f porn L i u  Shao-c h i  and Te ng Hsiao-p ing  , who o b l i g i n g l y  made 
ITself-criticisms" i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a y s  of t h e  October work 
c o n f e r e n c e .  I n  a l e n g t h y  v e r s i o n  of L i u ' s  c o n f e s s i o n  a s  

*.. 

.. . 
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r e p o r t e d  i n  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  long- t ime  number-two 
man i n  t h e  Ch inese  Communist p a r t y  a d m i t t e d  t o  a number . 
of p o l i c y  errors b e g i n n i n g  a s  f a r  back  a s  1945 and c u l -  
m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  s e r i o u s  m i s t a k e  of " r i g h t  opportunism' '  
commit ted d u r i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  revo-  
l u t i o n f l  i n  J u n e  and J u l y .  L iu  r e f u s e d  t o  a d m i t ,  however, 
t h a t  he had c o n s c i o u s l y  d i sobeyed  Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d ,  
i n  f a c t ,  i m p l i e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  Mao had approved  of post 
of t h e  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  which h e  was now b e i n g  h e l d  
r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h a t  these c o n f e s s i o n s  were c o n s i d e r e d  un- 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  was r e v e a l e d  i n  Chen P o - t a t s  c h a r g e  on t h e  
l a s t  day  of  t h e  work c o n f e r e n c e :  "Liu and Teng have  n o t  
a d m i t t e d  t h e i r  errors ... They have n o t  c a s t  away t h e i r  
wrong i d e a s  'I 

Thus,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  L i u  and Teng were 

campaign of i n t i m i d a t i o n  waged a g a i n s t  those i n  t h e  p a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  who c o n t i n u e d  to  waver  or resist. T h i s  role was 
t o  s e r v e  a s  " n e g a t i v e  examples" of llthose w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  
who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d , "  
a s  a warn ing  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  f a t e  o f  t o t a l  disgrace and 
pu rge  awaited those who r e f u s e d  t o  s u b m i t .  Responding t o  
Chen P o - t a t s  c a l l  for f u r t h e r  cr i t ic ism,  t h e  Red Guards 
i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e i r  a t t a c k  on Liu and Teng i n  l e n g t h y  w a l l  
p o s t e r s  and newspaper a r t i c l e s  and i n  speeches a t  mass 
r a l l i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  November. I d e n t i f i e d  for t h e  first 
t i m e  a s  t h e  #1 and # 2  " p e r s o n s  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and 
a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d , "  t h e y  were a l s o  cha rged  
f o r  t h e  f irst  time w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  and s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
"Black  Gang" (i. e.  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l i q u e )  of Peng 
Chen, Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  Lu T i n g - i  and Yang Shang-kun d u r i n g  
t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . 1 1  

s t i l l  r e f u s i n g  t o  p l a y  t h e  ro le  a s s i g n e d  t o  them i n  t h e  I 

I n  keep ing  w i t h  t h e  new s t r a t e g y  of p o l i t i c a l  p re s -  
s u r e  and p e r s u a s i o n ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  weapon employed b y  t h e  
Red Guards d u r i n g  October and November was t h a t  of denuncia-  
t i o n  by means of w a l l - p o s t e r s .  C h a r a c t e r i z i n g  t h e  p o s t i n g  
o f  w a l l - p o s t e r s  a s  a form of " e x t e n s i v e  democracy,11 L i n  
P i a 0  o u t l i n e d  ( i n  a 3 November Red Guard r a l l y  speech)  
t h e  pu rpose  and s c o p e  of t h i s  p r a c t i c e  a s  l f f e a r l e s s l y  
p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  b r o a d  masses  t o  u s e  t h e  media of f r e e  a i r i n g  
of v iews ,  b i g - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r s ,  g r e a t  d e b a t e s  and e x t e n s i v e  

I 
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contacts ,  t o  c r i t i c i z e  and s u p e r v i s e  t h e  p a r t y  and govern-  
ment l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and l e a d e r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s , 1 '  
A u t h o r i z e d ,  e v e n  encpuraged  t o  c r i t i c ize ,  t h e  Red Guards 
r e sponded  by l a u n c h i n g  w a l l - p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  a t  o n e  t i m e  
or a n o t h e r  a g a i n s t  n e a r l y  a l l  of C h i n a ' s  t o p  l e a d e r s ,  
both i n  Pek ing  and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  The re  were, accord -  
i n g  t o  a s t a t e m e n t  by Tao  Chu i n  l a t e  September ,  o n l y  t w o  
e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r u l e  of  " e x t e n s i v e  
democradytt--Chairman Mao and L i n  P i a o .  Al though s e r v i n g  
diverse p u r p o s e s ,  a b a s i c  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  w a l l - p o s t e r  
campaign was t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h e  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of p a r t y  
and government  o f f i c i a l s  who had n o t  y e t  p a s s e d  t h e  test 
of 'lcul t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  '* 

I n s t r u c t e d  by Mao, L in  and Chen on how t h e y  m i g h t  
s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s  and s u b j e c t e d  to, c o n t i n u i n g  d e n u n c i a t i o n  
by w a l l  p o s t e r ,  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  l eaders  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  convened t h r e e - l e v e l  ( p r o v i n c i a l - d i s t r i c t - c o u n t y )  
c a d r e s '  m e e t i n g s  i n  November t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  October work 
c o n f e r e n c e  r e p o r t  and dec ide  t h e i r  f u t u r e  c o u r s e  of a c t i o n .  
R e f e r r i n g  to t h e s e  p r o v i n c i a l  m e e t i n g s ,  i n  a s p e e c h  a t  a 
r a l l y  i n  P e k i n g  on 27 November, Chou En- l a i  r e q u e s t e d  Red 
Guards a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  r a l l y  " t o  r e f r a i n  from s t o r m i n g  i n t o  
t h e  m e e t i n g - p l a c e s  to b r e a k  up these mee t ings . "  P a r t y  
l e a d e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  were to  be p e r m i t t e d  
" to  c a r r y  o u t  w e l l  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  and  e l i m i n a t e  t h e i r  
i d e o l o g i c a l  b a r r i e r s "  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  v o l u n t a r i l y  
l l j o i n  hands  w i t h  you i n  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  To a s c e r t a i n  whether  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  had g r a s p e d  t h e  message o f  t h e  October work 
c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  Red Guards were a s k e d  by Chou " t o  w a i t  
for  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  t h r e e - l e v e l  m e e t i n g s ,  and t h e n  
t o  a s k  f o r  a r e v i e w  of t h e i r  work." 

The p e r i o d  of l u l l  i n  Mao's t l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  
was n e a r l y  o v e r .  The s i g n a l  f o r  a renewed o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  was g i v e n  by Madame Mao i n  a m i l i t a n t  
s p e e c h  on 28 November a t  a l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  r a l l y  i n  
Pek ing ,  a r a l l y  described s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s  a "p l edge  of 
a g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e . 1 t  The time had come t o  a s k  p a r t y  com- 
mittees a second  t i m e  " f o r  a r e v i e w  of t h e i r  worktrt  t o  
test  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a second t i m e  on t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f ,  and w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  comply w i t h ,  Mae's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n . "  
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IIOnly by m o b i l i z i n g  t h e  masses  of workers and 
p e a s a n t s ,  who form 90 p e r c e n t  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i l l  
i t  be p o s s i b l e  t o d a y  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  h a n d f u l  of p e r s o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  and t o  s e t t l e  t h e  i s s u e  of who w i l l  win ,  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  o r  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e . 1 1  -- J o i n t  P e o p l e ' s  
Daily-Red F l a g  E d i t o r i a l ,  "Carry  t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
m u n n x o u g h  t o  t h e  End," 1 J a n u a r y  1967. 

"The c e n t r a l  t a s k  of t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  is t h e  s t r u g g l e  
by which  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  seizes power f rom t h e  h a n d f u l  
of people w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i -  
t a l i s t  r o a d . "  -- Commentator Art ic le  i n  Red F l a g ,  llPro- 
l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  U n i t e , "  16 J a n G y m 7 .  

Al though p r o t e s s i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  a t  t h e  October work 
c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of p a r t y  c a d r e s  would be a b l e  
t o  p a s s  t h e  second  test of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , 1 t  Mao 
conceded t h a t  " t h e r e  w i l l  a lways  be some peop le  who c a n n o t  
g r a s p  or  a c c e p t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and some p e o p l e  who w i l l  s e t  
themse lves  up i n  o p p o s i t i o n . "  T h i s  m i n o r i t y  would s t i l l  
a t t e m p t ,  a s  Mao p u t  i t ,  " t o  do t h i n g s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o l d  
codes and c o n v e n t i o n s ,  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  quo,  oppose o n e  
group of  Red Guards and t a k e  a n o t h e r  g r o u p  under  t h e i r  wing." 

As n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  and govern-  
ment a p p a r a t u s  had been a b l e  t o  r e p u l s e  t h e  f i r s t  a t t a c k  
by Red Guards i n  August and September  by m o b i l i z i n g  workers 
and p e a s a n t s  i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e .  To p r e v e n t  t h i s  from happen- 
i n g  a g a i n ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  M a o i s t s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  
and t a k e  o v e r  these o p p o s i t i o n  s t r o n g h o l d s .  T h i s  campaign 
t o  undermine t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ' s  p o s i t i o n s  of  s t r e n g t h  and 
a t  t h e  same time augment t h e  forces of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l e f t "  began immedia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  October 
work c o n f e r e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of new l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  and mining  e s t a b l i s h -  
ments ,  p a r t y  and government o r g a n s ,  a n d ,  t o  a lesser e x t e n t ,  
among t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  The e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  l l c u l t u r a l  revo-  
l u t i o n t l  i n t o  t h e  government and  t h e  economy would engender  

I 
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i n c r e a s i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n ,  would l e a d  t o  a f i n a l  
test  of s t r e n g t h  when Mao would e x h o r t  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  
"seize power" i n  a l l  those p a r t y ,  government and economic 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  c o n t i n u e d  t o  resist. E r u p t i n g  i n  
Shangha i  under  t h e  name of " t h e  J a n u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n , "  t h i s  
d r i v e  t o  "seize power" would i n i t i a t e  a p e r i o d  of  wide- 
s p r e a d  v i o l e n c e  and d i so rde r  which p e r s i s t s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
day.  

much v i o l e n c e  and d i s o r d e r ,  Chou En- l a i  ( i n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
s p e e c h  t o  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels on 1 F e b r u a r y  1967)  would 
compare t h i s  "seize power" movement t o  t h e  first Red Guard 
a t t e m p t  t o  Itbombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  August and September. L i k e  t h e  e a r l i e r  
movement, t h i s  one  was d e s i g n e d  t o  sub jec t  vfmembers of 
t h e  p a r t y  committees i n  v a r i o u s  m i n i s t r i e s ,  p r o v i n c e s  and 
c i t ies"  to  Ita test" t h r o u g h  t h e  s e i z u r e  of power. L i k e  
t h e  e a r l i e r  campaign when " t h e  bombardment was n o t  a lways  
a c c u r a t e , "  moreover ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t a r g e t  had a g a i n  been 
too b r o a d l y  d e f i n e d  to  i n c l u d e  a l l  or n e a r l y  a l l  p a r t y  
cadres. Also  l i k e  t h e  e a r l i e r  campaign,  t h i s  one had gone 
too f a s t  and had got o u t  of hand--"those engaged i n  t h e  
s e i z u r e  o f  power ... went a l l  o u t  i n  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  
movement s p r e a d  t o  e v e r y  p a r t  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  one  stroke." 
I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  is good r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p l a n  had c a l l e d  f o r  a more o r d e r l y  and s y s t e m a t i c  a t t a c k  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  o p p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  Mao had p r e d i c t e d  
would c o n t i n u e  a f t e r  t h e  October work c o n f e r e n c e .  

b e l i e v e d ,  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  forms 
and  t e c h n i q u e s  of  t h e  "seize power" fo rmula  i n  a few key  
a r e a s  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  l a u n c h i n g  t h e  movement on a n a t i o n -  
w i d e  b a s i s .  Of t h e s e  key a r e a s ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  was 
Shanghai  where ,  almost immedia te ly  a f t e r  t he  close of t h e  
October work c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  first "Workers' R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s i i  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on  8 November. The 
r e a s o n  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  Shanghai  p a r t y  committee a s  t h e  
f i r s t  t a rge t  i n  t h e  new s t a g e  of ' t h e  * t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
was r e v e a l e d  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s - - i t  had 
a l r e a d y  exposed i t s e l f  a s  a " b o u r g e o i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  by 
m a l i g n i n g  and s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  Red Guard movement i n  August 

E x p l a i n i n g  why t h e  ' January R e v o l u t i o d ' p r o d u c e d  so 

A major  f e a t u r e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  was, i t  is 
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and  September o n  t h e  p r e t e x t  of s a f e g u a r d i n g  " i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o d u c t i o n . "  T h i s  i t  had done q u i t e  o p e n l y ,  s e n d i n g  two 
t e l e g r a m s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
Group on 2 4  and 30 September p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  " s e r i o u s ,  
c r i t i c a l "  e f f ec t  which " t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of r e v o l u t i o n -  , 
a r y  t i e s  by s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  China" was p r o d u c i n g  on 
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n ;  a c c u s i n g  t h e  Red Guards who had 
come t o  Shanghai  from P e k i n g  of "waging s t r u g g l e  by  force;" 
and a s k i n g  t h e  p a r t y  c e n t e r  to  r e c a l l  them. 

T h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  "Workers? 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s "  was t o  d i s c r e d i t ,  under-  
mine and  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  S h a n g h a i  committee was r e v e a l e d  
almost immedia te ly .  On t h e  first d a y  of its e x i s t e n c e ,  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i s s u e d  a n  u l t i m a t u m  
demanding (1) t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  committee r e c o g n i z e  
t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  (2) t h a t  i t  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  i n s t r u -  
m e n t s  of propaganda;  and  (3) t h a t  t h e  Shanghai  first 
s e c r e t a r y  a t t e n d  the i r  i n a u g u r a l  m e e t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
day .  When these demands were n o t  a c c e p t e d ,  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
on 11 November e n g i n e e r e d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "An-ting i n c i d e n t , "  
commandeering a t r a i n  t o  go t o  P e k i n g  t o  regis ter  c o m p l a i n t s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  S h a n g h a i  committee a n d ,  when h a l t e d ,  b l o c k i n g  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  fo r  two d a y s  u n t i l  a member of t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group had come t o  Shanghai  i n  p e r s o n  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e .  The u p s h o t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was n o t  
t o  h o l d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  workers r e s p o n s i b l e  ( a l t h o u g h  
t h e y  had c l e a r l y  v i o l a t e d  a n  e a r l i e r  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  work- 
e r s  "must n o t  u s e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  h o u r s  or l e a v e  t h e i r  
p r o d u c t i o n  postsqt t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " )  
b u t  r a t h e r ,  i n  a d e c i s i o n  p e r s o n a l l y  approved  by Mao him- 
s e l f ,  t o  ho ld  " t h e  E a s t  China b u r e a u  and  t h e  Shanghai  
m u n i c i p a l .  committee. . . f u l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e "  and t o  compel 
t h e  Shanghai  committee on 15 November t o  s u r r e n d e r  t o  t h e  
demands of t h e  Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  on 17 November, t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group i s s u e d  a 1 2 - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  71cul -  
t u r r i l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n t o  f a c t o r i e s  and mines.  Conceding t h a t  
" r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n s  of some u n i t s  have e r r o n e o u s l y  p l a c e d  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  movement i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  ... 
and have been a t t a c k i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  d e f e n d  thew- 
s e l v e s , "  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  working  c l a s s  ( " the  
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l e a d i n g  force and  t h e  most a c t i v e  f a c t o r  of t h e  g r e a t  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " )  " to  set  up v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  r evo-  
l u t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  " j o i n t  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  o f  workers"  a s  l l f e d e r a t i o n s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e  c o n f e r e n c e s  or c o n g r e s s e s "  ( e . g .  t h e  Workers' 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Shanghai*) .  The d i -  
r e c t i v e  a l s o  conceded  t h a t  these new worker  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
m i g h t  s t a n d  i n  need  of o u t s i d e  h e l p  by c a l l i n g  on t h e  
Red Guards ( " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s " )  t o  
"send  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t i e s  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  
and  mining  e n t e r p r i s e s  and exchange  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  
g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

On 22 November Madame N i e h  Yuan-tzu a r r i v e d  i n  
Shangha i  a t  t h e  head of a l a rge  c o n t i n g e n t  of Red Guards  
w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  of o r g a n i z i n g  a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
h e a d q u a r t e r s "  i n  C h i n a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y .  A d d r e s s i n g  a 
m e e t i n g  of i t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  and  teachers ' '  on t h a t  
d a t e ,  s h e  a t t a c k e d  t h e  mayor of Shangha i ,  Tsao  T i - c h i u ,  
a s  a n  accomplice of Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  and  vowed t h a t  s h e  
would n o t  l e a v e  u n t i l  T s a o  "had been  t h o r o u g h l y  c r i t i c i zed . "  
She  t h e n  demanded t h a t  h e r  s p e e c h  be p u b l i c i z e d  i n  t h e  
Shangha i  p a r t y  newspaper  ( t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  D a i l y )  a n d ,  when 
r e f u s e d ,  o r g a n i z e d  a l e n g t h y  seige of t h  is newspaper ,  
p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a v i o l e n t  c l a s h  w i t h  p r i n t i n g  workers and  
other  Shangha i  workers  who had come t o  t he i r  a s s i s t a n c e .  
I n  e a r l y  December, t h e  mayor and  t h e  e n t i r e  m u n i c i p a l  
c o u n c i l ,  together  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  f irst  s e c r e t a r y ,  were 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  l o n g  p u b l i c  s t r u g g l e  and  c r i t i c i sm m e e t i n g s  
and  on 4 December t h e  combined forces of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l e f t "  took o v e r  t h e  Shangha i  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i ' c e  b u i l d i n g .  
Then,  a f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  test of s t r e n g t h ,  there  was a 
l u l l  of s e v e r a l  weeks w h i l e  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  forces i n  Shangha i  
r e g r o u p e d  for t h e  showdown i n  l a t e  December w h i c h  would 
p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  " J a n u a r y  R e v o l u t i o n . "  

If t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  
November and December t o  c o v e r  i n d u s t r y  and  t h e  c o u n t r y -  
s i d e  (a 1 0 - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  of 15 December e x t e n d e d  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s )  was i n t e n d e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  
r e - e s t a b l i s h  Mao's c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  there was 
a p a r a l l e l  e s c a l a t i o n  and  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  encompass ing  t h e  p a r t y ,  government  and m i l i t a r y  
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c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  i n  Pek ing .  A s  no ted  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  s i g n a l  
fo r  t h i s  new and more d i rec t  a t t a c k  on Mao's opponen t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s  was g i v e n  by Madame Mao i n  
a s p e e c h  to  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  worke r s  i n  Pek ing  on 28 
November. Al though a d d r e s s i n g  h e r  r emarks  t o  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  Number One Pek ing  Opera Company, i t  
soon became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  new, m i l i t a n t  l i n e  which 
s h e  e n u n c i a t e d  was i n t e n d e d  t o  a p p l y  g e n e r a l l y  t o  l e a d i n g  
c a d r e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a p p a r a t u s  a s  a whole.  

A s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  terms "majo r i ty"  and "minor i ty ' '  
meant l i t t l e ,  Madame Mao was i n  e f fec t  c a l l i n g  upon t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i n o r i t y "  to g e t  o r g a n i z e d  and rise up  i n  
r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  " c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a j o r i t y "  i n  p a r t y  and 
government o r g a n s .  Al though n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s u c h  i n  her 
s p e e c h ,  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel  g roupsTq  had a l r e a d y  appea red  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  ( e .g .  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  F r o n t  
Work Department  on  18 November). The i m p o r t a n t  New Y e a r ' s  
Day j o i n t  P e o p l e ' s  Daily-Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  would c i t e  
t h i s  deve lopment - - tha t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadres i n  p a r t y  and 

p e r s o n s  h o l d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  of  a u t h o r i t y  who a r e  s t u b b o r n l y  
c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i ne" - - a s  one of 
t h e  "main f e a t u r e s "  of t h e  "new s i t u a t i o n "  i n  Mae's "cul -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  J u s t  a s  Mao's new team had i n c i t e d  
a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m i n o r i t y "  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  Red Guard 
movement and was i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of i n c i t i n g  a " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  m i n o r i t y "  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  workers (and p e a s a n t s )  
movement, i t  was now engaged i n  r e c r u i t i n g  a " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  m i n o r i t y "  of p a r t y  and government c a d r e s  t o  rise up 
and t a k e  o v e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  and s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s .  

ened  and r e o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e  t i m e  had come t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  
a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  Mao's h i g h - l e v e l  opponen t s .  Under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  n e u r o t i c  i f  n o t  p s y c h o t i c  Madame Mao (who 
appea red  t o  be -- d e  f a c t o  head of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  
d u r i n g  Mao's a b s e n c e  from Pek ing  i n  December), t h i s  a t t a c k  
took t h e  form of Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels j o i n -  
i n g  together  t o  seize,  s t r u g g l e  and s u b j e c t  t o  c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  b r u t a l i t y  a t  p u b l i c  r a l l i e s  a number of h igh - rank ing  
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  " c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c l i q u e ' '  of  Peng-Chen,  Lu T i n g - i ,  Lo J u i - c h i n g  and Yang. 
Shang-kun who had been  purged i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  phase  of t h e  
"cu 1 t u r  a 1 r evo 1 u t  i o n  a 

s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have risen t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t hose  i 

\,, 

W i t h  t h e  forces of the  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef t"  s t r e n g t h -  
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The campaign a g a i n s t  L iu  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao- 
p i n g  was a l s o  a c c e l e r a t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  appea r -  
a n c e  i n  l a t e  December o f  l o n g ,  d e f i n i t i v e  a r t i c l e s  and 
s p e e c h e s  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  record of o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao by t h e  
#1 and #2 power-holders  i n  t h e  p a r t y  over  a 20-year  p e r i o d .  
A t  a n  ant i -Liu-and-Teng r a l l y  h e l d  on 27 December, Madame 
Mao j o i n e d  t h e  two m i l i t a n t  Red Guard l e a d e r s  N i e h  Yuan- 
t z u  and Kuai Ta-fu i n  c r i t i c i z i n g  Liu  S h a o - c h i ' s  "self- 
criticism" a t  t h e  October  work c o n f e r e n c e  a s  i n a d e q u a t e  
and i n s i n c e r e .  The l a r g e r  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  a c c u s a t i o n  
m e e t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u g g l e  m e e t i n g s ,  was 
r e v e a l e d  by Kuai i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  offered a s  
"a word of a d v i c e  t o  L iu  Shao-chi":  

The o n l y  way o u t  f o r  you now is t o  s u r r e n d e r  
t o  Chairman Mao and t o  p l e a d  g u i l t y  t o  t h e  
peop le  of  t h e  whole c o u n t r y .  I f  you do n o t  
s u r r e n d e r ,  w e  w i l l  d e s t r o y  you ... W e  w i l l  
d r a g  you o u t ,  expose  you under  t h e  s u n ,  
c r i t i c i z e  you t i l l  you t u r n  f o u l  and c r u s h  
you.  

Not o n l y  Liu  b u t  a l l  other h igh - rank ing  c a d r e s  i n  t h e  
p a r t y ,  government and m i l i t a r y  were b e i n g  warned of t h e  
f a t e  i n  s tore  fo r  them i f  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  s u b m i t .  

a l r e a d y  been t a r g e t e d  a s  new v i c t i m s  of t h e  l t c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n . "  F i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  was Tao Chu, t h e  power- 
f u l  former head of t h e  Cen t ra l -Sou th  bu reau  who had been 
promoted t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of #4 i n  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  reor- 
g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  a t  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum i n  
August .  As t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  
t o  f a l l ,  Tao was accused  of a number of crimes, t h e  most 
p e r s i s t e n t  and credible  c h a r g e  b e i n g  t h a t  he  had opposed 
t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t '  i n t o  i n d u s t r y  
and t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and e s p e c i a l l y  its e x t e n s i o n  on a 
l a r g e - s c a l e  i n t o  p a r t y  and government o r g a n s .  I t  is known, 
f o r  example,  t h a t  he  i n t e r v e n e d  t o  defend  a number of 
p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  first s e c r e t a r i e s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l - S o u t h  
r e g i o n  from t h e  first o n s l a u g h t  of  t h e  Red Guards i n  August 
and September .  I n  h i s  l a s t  p u b l i c  s p e e c h  of 13 December, 
moreover ,  Tao a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group 

, ( f o r  wh ich  r e a d  Tao) had,  "mis read ing  Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
t r i ed  a t  one  time t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  s c o p e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  

Indeed ,  a number of these h igh - rank ing  cadres had 
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r e v o l u t i o n , "  a m i s t a k e  w h i c h  was t h e n  b e i n g  r emed ied  by I 

e x t e n d i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  " f a c t o r i e s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  com- 
mercial  and  s c i e n t i f i c  u n i t s . "  

If t h e  p u r g e  of Tao Chu r e v e a l e d  c o n t i n u i n g  h igh -  
l e v e l  o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i t s e l f ,  t h e  
c o n c u r r e n t  a t t a c k  on Po I-PO disclosed con . t inu ing  high-  
l e v e l  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  r ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  w i th i l r  t h e  
government  a p p a r a t u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  govern-  3 

ment r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  economy. Po, a s  
Chairman of t h e  S t a t e  Economic Commission, was charged 
w i t h  a t t e m p t i n g  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  of t h e  C h i n e s e  
P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  t o  s u b v e r t  Mao's economic p o l i c i e s  and 
programs by  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  impor t ance  of m a t e r i a l  f a c t o r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e s ,  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  process. 
Moreover,  Po had p l a y e d  a l e a d i n g  role  i n  n u p p r e s s i n g  the 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t "  a t  Ts inghua  U n i v e r s 5 t y  i n  J u n e  and  
J u l y ,  a t  wb ich  time h g . a t t a c k e d  Kuai  Ta-fu a s  a "super -  
l e f t i s t "  apd  ~9counter -revo lut ionary . ' '  S i n c e  Po had B ' L -  
r e a d y  been  c r i t i c i z e d  a t  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plgnum i n  August  
and a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee work c o n f e r e n c e ,  i n  October, 
t h e  s u r f a c i n g  and  e s c a l a t i o n  of t h e  a t t a c k  a t  t h i s  time 
was a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  o t h e r s .  an t h e  c e n t r a l  
government a p p a r a t u s  who " s t u b b o r n l y  p e r s i q t e d  i n  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e , "  I 

Most. s u r p r i s i n g  of a l l  was t h e ,  d i s c l o s u r e  a t  t h i s  
time of a number of new v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army. The, first of t h e s e  was L i u  
Chih-chien  who, a s  head  of t h e  PLA's. own C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group, had o n l y  a s h o r t  t i m e  before been  e n t r u s t e d  
w i t h  a l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  p u r g i n g  t h e  
r a n k s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  of Mao's o p p o n e n t s .  The most con- 
v i n c i n g  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  L i u ,  l e v e l e d  by L i n  P i a o  a t  a M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  mee t ing ,  was t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  a b e l i e v e r  
i n  Mao's r e v o l u t i o n ,  he had a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r e v e n t  " c l a s h e s  

The i n d i c t m e n t  of Chu Teh,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  Mao had fo r  a l o n g  time been  s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  l o y a l t y  
and j . ea lous  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e n o y n  of t h i s  former Commander- 
in-Chief of t h e  PLA. F e a t u r e d  i n  t h i s  i n d i c t m e n t  were 

and d i so rde r "  i n  its implemen ta t ion  i n  t h e  grmed f o r c e s .  1 
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c h a r g e s  of careerism, of m i l i t a r i s m ,  and of s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  l i n e  o f  Peng Te-huai ,  t h e  one-t ime M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  
Defense  who had c h a l l e n g e d  Mao's p o l i c i e s  i n  1959. 

c h a r g e s  made a g a i n s t  a t o p  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  time, 
however, were those made a g a i n s t  H o  Lung, both a member 
of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  and a v ice-cha i rman o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  Committee. The c e n t r a l  c h a r g e  was t h a t  Ho, 
u t i l i z i n g  h i s  temporary p o s i t i o n  a s  head of t h e  s t a n d i n g  
committee of t h e  MAC i n  t h e  summer of 1966,  had o r g a n i z e d  
a c l i q u e  of s u p p o r t e r s  " i n  many m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and 
s e r v i c e s 1 1  ( b i n  P i a o i s  p h r a s e )  i n  a p l o t  t o  seize power. 
H i s  a c c o m p l i c e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  h igh - rank ing  o f f i c i a l s  
i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  Depar tment ,  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  t h e  Navy 
and t h e  Pek ing  and  Chengtu M i l i t a r y  Reg ions .  Although 

t h e  number of s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  
a l l e g e d  p l o t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  h i g h - l e v e l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
Mao's l l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f f  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  s e r i o u s  and s i g n i f i c a n t  

l 
t h e  charge of p l o t t i n g  is someth ing  less t h a n  credible, I 

Anothe r  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  Ho Lung was t h a t  he had 
man ipu la t ed  c o n s e r v a f i v e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  " to  a t -  
t a c k  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t  and bombard t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s "  i n  a v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  l l p r o t e c t l l  h imse l f  
and o t h e r  " p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  who a re  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i -  
t a l i s t  road.i1 D i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
of t h i s  c h a r g e ,  i t  is a f a c t  t h a t  there was open and 
v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  to  t h e  f l c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  *by con- 
s e r v a t i v e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  l a t e  November and 
e a r l y  December. As descr ibed  by Tao Chu i n  h i s  l a s t  
p u b l i c  speech on  13 December, t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  took t h e  
form of  (1) s l o g a n s  and s t a t e m e n t s  c r i t i c i z i n g  L i n  P i a o ,  
Chou E n - l a i ,  Chen Po-ta  and Kang Sheng; (2) demands t h a t  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group be "kicked o u t ; "  and (3) 
c r e a t i n g  v l d i s t u r b a n c e s .  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  t e r m  " d i s t u r b a n c e f 1  appea red  t o  be 
a euphemism f o r  a series of " k i l l i n g s  and armed a t t a c k s q 1  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  Pek ing  by  West C i t y  I n s p e c t i o n  Teams i n  
e a r l y  December and c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a n  a t t a c k  on t h e  #3 
Red Guard H e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  an  i m p o r t a n t  e d i t o r i a l  of 

I 

' , i  
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13 December, Red F l a g  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h i s  '?new t r i c k "  of 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  o n e  of " d e l i b e r a t e l y  c r e a t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  
and  s t i r r i n g  u p  c o n f l i c t s  i n  which f o r c e  or c o e r c i o n  is 
used ."  More ominous ly ,  Kuan Feng (a member of  t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group) i n f o r n e d  Red Guards on 18 December 
t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  "behind- the-scenes  bosses of t h e  West 
C i t y  I n s p e c t i o n  Teams," once  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  was d i s c o v e r e d ,  
would be  " s h o t  

-- 

I n  a major  speech t o  a R e d  Guard r a l l y  on 18 
December, Madame Mao cha rged  t h a t  t h e  Munic ipa l  Pub l i c  
S e c u r i t y  Bureau had been l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e s e  
b loody  c l a s h e s  i n  'Peking. D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  Bureau ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  Supreme P e o p l e ' s  P r o c u r a t o r a t e  and t h e  Supreme 
People's C o u r t ,  a s  9tbourgeoistq i n  n a t u r e ,  s h e  t h e n  c a l l e d  
upon t h e  Red Guards i n  h e r  a u d i e n c e  t o  "rise up i n  rebel- 

? ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  1ef . t"  t o  t a k e  o v e r  government and p a r t y  
o r g a n s  had begun. 

l i o n "  and " t a k e  over" t h e s e  government  o r g a n s .  The move- ,' 
ment t o  "seize powertt from below by c a l l i n g ' u p o n  t h e  ' 1  

A week l a t e r ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  newly-organized " A l l -  
China Red Workers Genera l  R e b e l l i o n  C o r p s , "  Madame Mao 
( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Chen Po- ta )  e n d o r s e d  t h e  r e c e n t  " s e i z u r e "  
of t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Labor by t h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i ts i n t e n t i o n  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  
All-China F e d e r a t i o n  of Trade  Unions.  H e r  per formance  
on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  was r e m a r k a b l e  on other  c o u n t s  a s  w e l l .  
Described a s  ' *c ry ing  u n c o n t r o l l a b l y  ... w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  
and ange r  , ? ?  s h e  e x h o r t e d  those  p r e s e n t  t o  ttrebel" a g a i n s t  
a l l  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  (from Liu  Shao-chi  t o  t h e  "heads" 
and s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Labor and 
t h e  ACFTU) for  imposing t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  and r e v i s i o n i s t  
" c o n t r a c t  worker  and temporary  worker  s y s  terns" on  C h i n a ' s  
p r o l e t a r i a t .  W i t h  t h i s  c a l l  to t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef t"  
t o  seize c o n t r o l  of C h i n a ' s  labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  
s t a g e  was s e t  for  t h e  o u t b r e a k  i n  Shanghai  of what h a s  
come t o  be known a s  t h e  "January Revo lu t iodL- the  Maois t  
d r i v e  t o  "seize power" i n  t h e  p a r t y  and  government ap- 
p a r a t u s  on a na t ion-wide  s c a l e .  

Accord ing  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Daily-Red F l a g  N e w  Year 's  
Day e d i t o r i a l ,  1967 was t o  be '?a Year i n  which t h e  D r o -  
l e t a r i a t ,  u n i t e d  w i t h  other s e c t o k  of t h e  r e v o l u t i k a r y  
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masses ,"  would " launch  a g e n e r a l  a t t a c k  on t h e  handfu l  of  
p e r s o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  

a t t a c k "  t o  succeed ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  augment t h e  e x i s t -  
i n g  f o r c e s  of t h e  ? * r e v o l u t i o n a r y  left" ( t h e  Red Guards) 

and p e a s a n t s "  and of  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  i n  p a r t y  a nd 

selected a s  t h e  first key a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t o  t r y  t o  r e c r u i t  
t h e  u rban  p r o l e t a r i a t  a s  shock  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  new s t a g e  

I t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road . "  I n  order f o r  t h i s  " g e n e r a l  

I by r e c r u i t i n g  new c o n t i n g e n t s  of l ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  workers  
I 

I s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  As no ted  e a r l i e r ,  Shanghai  had been 

I of Mao ' s "cu1 t u r a  1 r e v o l u t i o n .  11 

I 
I I t  is now time to  n o t e  how t h i s  new s t r a t e g y  worked 
I i n  p r a c t i c e .  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was a P y r r h i c  v i c t o r y .  
I I n s t e a d  o f  winning  ove r  S h a n g h a i ' s  mi l l ion-odd workers ,  

i t  a n t a g o n i z e d  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of them, s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e   opposition." In- 
s t e a d  of f u l f i l l i n g  Mao's promise  t h a t  " c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  
g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on a l a r g e  s c a l e  
i n  fac tor ies  and r u r a l  a r e a s "  would " s t i m u l a t e  t h e  develop- 
ment of i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n , "  i t  pre- 
c i p i t a t e d  a l a r g e - s c a l e  s t r i k e  which  f o r  a t i m e  c r i p p l e d  
t h e  economy of Shanghai .  F i n a l l y ,  i n s t e a d  of overthrow- 
i n g  t h e  "handfu l  of  pe r sons  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  who a r e  i n  
a u t h o r i t y  and a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d , "  i t  r e s u l t e d  
i n  t h e  complete p a r a l y s i s  and breakdown of l o c a l  govern- 
ment,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a premature ,  d i s o r d e r l y  " s e i z u r e  of 
power" i n  Shanghai  fo r  w h i c h  Mao's " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" 
were i l l - p r e p a r e d .  

I t  is impor t an t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
"oppos i t i on"  g e n e r a t e d  i n  Shanghai  a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  i t  
would be d u p l i c a t e d  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  major c i t i e s  and pro- 
v i n c e s ,  becoming so widespread and t e n a c i o u s  t h a t  by m i d -  
1967 t h e  "seize power" movement i n  China would g r i n d  t o  
a h a l t .  A l though  d e p i c t e d  i n  e v e r y  c a s e  a s  t h e  product  
of  q t b a s e  and s i n i s t e r  t r i c k s "  p l ayed  by t h e  "handful" of 
Mao's enemies ,  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  " o p p o s i t i o n "  a t  t h i s  
time were i n  most c a s e s  taken  by o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and g roups  
who conS ide red  themselves  t o  be l o y a l  suppor t e r s  t o  Mao 
and t h e  "cu 1 t u r a  1 r e v o l u t i o n .  *)  

The  f i r s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  t r u t h  
was t h e  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  l a t e  December by  

. .  
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S h a n g h a i ' s  r a i l r o a d ,  ha rbor  and p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  worke r s .  
Al though economic g r i e v a n c e s  may have p l a y e d  a p a r t ,  i t  
is now known (from o b s e r v e r s  on  t h e  s p o t  a s  well a s  f rom 
C h i n e s e  Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s )  t h a t  t h i s  s t r i k e  was 
c a u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  by p o l i t i c a l  g r i e v a n c e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
t h e  s t r i k e  was c a l l e d  by t h e  much l a r g e r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of wor.kers ca l led  "Worker Red Guards" (com- 
p r i s e d  of o l d e r  worke r s  and numbering some 800,000) to 
p r o t e s t  t h e  r a d i c a l i s m  and v i o l e n c e  of t h e  "Workers' 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel Headquar t e r s "  (comprised o f  young 
w o r k e r s  and  s t u d e n t s  and numbering o n l y  some 25,000). 
I n  p a r t  based  on p r i n c i p l e ,  it was a l s o  c a l l e d  t o  protest  
t h e  c l a i m  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e l y  smaller and brand-new "Rebel 
Headquar t e r s "  t o  r e p r e s e n t  n o t  . o n l y  t h e  Shanghai  working  
c l a s s  b u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group of t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee a s  w e l l .  Convinced t h a t  Mao and other leaders  
i n  Pek ing  were n o t  aware  of t h e  t r u e  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i n  
Shangha i ,  'IWorker Red Guards" t h e n  went on s t r i k e ,  assum- 
i n g  ( a s  one. of t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s t a t e d )  " t h a t  
t h e  C e n t e r  wculd neve r  remain  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h i s  s t a t e  
of a f f a i r s  (a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ) ,  b u t  would c e r t a i n l y  send  
someone t o  Shanghai  to  s e t t l e  t h e  problem on t h e  spot. 'I 
Large  numbers of them a l s o  commandeered r o a d  and r a i l  
t r a n s p o r t  t o  go  t o  Pek ing  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  c a s e  t o  p a r t y  
leaders,  as d i d  smaller  d e l e g a t i o n s  s e n t  by a i r .  When 
word came back t h a t  t h e  "Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s "  d i d  i n  f a c t  
have t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  C e n t e r ,  t h e  mora le  of t h e  "Worker < 1 , !: 
Red Guards ,"  a s  one  r e p o r t  p u t  i t ,  "was b roken  and t h e y  

O t h e r  s t r i k e s  i n  Shanghai  and elsewhere a t  t h i s  
time- were m o t i v a t e d  by economic g r i e v a n c e s .  
But  i n s t e a d  of b e i n g  provoked by " r e a c t i o n a r y  e l emen t s "  
( a s  a l l e g e d  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  12  J a n u a r y  Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l ,  
'IOppose Economism and Smash t h e  L a t e s t  C E t S t a c k  b y  
t h e  Bourgeo i s  R e a c t i o n a r y  L i n e " ) ,  t h e s e  s t r ikes  were t h e  
d v e c t  r e s u l t  of e x h o r t a t i o n s  by Madame Mao (together w i t h  
C n Po-ta  and other  members of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
G ;?% up)  t o  large numbers of c o n t r a c t  workers,  temporary  
w o r k e r s ,  and a p p r e n t i c e  worke r s  t o  r i se  up a g a i n s t  t h e  
' ' p o l i t i c a l  o p p r e s s i o n  and economic e x p l o i t a t i o n "  t o  w h i c h  

[hi! .: 
were q u i c k l y  d i s p e r s e d . "  w 

t h e y  had been s u b j e c t e d  a l l  o t h e r s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f o i s t i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  
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s y s t  m s  on C h i n a ' s  working  c l a s s .  A s  Madame Mao p u t  i t  
i n  & 26 December s p e e c h ,  t h e s e  " c o n t r a c t  and t empora ry  
w o r k e r s  have  s u f f e r e d  t h e  most ... and t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  s p i r i t  
of r e v o l t  is t h e  g r e a t e s t . "  But when t h e y  rose i n  r e v o l t ,  
demanding an  end t o  t h e  low-wage p o l i c y  which was a common 
f e a t u r e  & a l l  these s y s t e m s ,  t h e y  were t h e n  t o ld  t h a t  ' 

t h e y  had been  "dece ived"  and fvhoodwinkedtt  i n t o  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  " e v i l  r o a d  of economism" and  were " p u r s u i n g  o n l y  pe r -  
s o n a l  and short- term i n t e r e s t s . "  

I n  f a c t ,  a s  Chou En- l a i  and  o t h e r s  made c l e a r  i n  I ' mid-January,  t h e  M a o i s t s  had no i n t e n t i o n  of c h a n g i n g  
I , b e i n g  "manipula ted"  by "class  enemies"  h i d i n g  "behind  t h e  
, s c e n e s , "  t h e s e  low-wage workers (and there a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  
l m i l l i o n s  of  them i n  China)  were b e i n g  t tman ipu la t ed f l  i n  
I q u i t e  c y n i c a l  f a s h i o n  by Madame Mao and o t h e r  members 

t h e  * f c o n t r a c t r t  and t empora ry  worker systems. I n s t e a d  of 

of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  of t h e i r  
own ends- - the  d i s c r e d i t i n g  and ove r th row of L i u  and  Teng 
and a l l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  and government a p p a r a t u s  who 
r e f u s e d  t o  s u b m i t  to  t h e  new order of Mad's " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n .  fl 

r Another  form of fteconomism'' ;(defined as " t h e  con- 
$4.5.8. s p i r a c y  of u s i n g  t h e  @ s u g a r - c o a t e d  b u l l e t s '  of economic 

( ...e ' 
b e n e f i t s . .  . t o  c o r r u p t  t h e  masses r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l " )  a t  
t h i s  time i n  Shanghai  and elsewhere was t h e  payment Qf 
year-end bonuses  and of t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s  t o  e n a b l e  large 
numbers of ' I r e v o l u t i o n a r y  workers"  t o  go t o  Pek ing  t o  
engage  i n  t h e  " l a r g e - s c a l e  exchange  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
e x p e r i e n c e , "  a s  t h e  s t u d e n t  Red Guards had done before 

mid-November d i r e c t i v e  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  i f c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  sector.  What happened i n s t e a d  
was t h e  i n f l u x  of hundreds  o f  t housands  of t h e s e  w o r k e r s  

\ them. T h i s  had been  a u t h o r i s e d  on  a smal l  s c a l e  i n  t h e  

i n t o  P e k i n g  i n  l a t e  December and e a r l y .  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  t o t a l  
( a s  e s t i m a t e d  by Madame Mao i n  mid-January)  e x c e e d i n g  one  
m i l l i o n .  Again t h e  Mao i s t s  have d e p i c t e d  t h i s  a s  t h e  
r e s u l t  of a c o n s c i o u s  p l o t  by i i c l a s s  eqemies" t o  s a b o t a g e  
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ? ?  

nent-must s l sa  be b o r n e  i n  large p a r t  by t h e  
I The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h i s  unexpec ted  deve lop -  

-76- 

, . , 



Maois t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  On t h e  one hand,  p a r t y  and government  
c a d r e s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  ( a l s o  a g r i c u l t u r a l )  sector were 
a c c u s e d  of  " e x p l o i t i n g "  and  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  workers. On 
t h e  o the r  hand,  t h e  w o r k e r s  were i n v i t e d  t o  r i s e  up i n  
r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  these r e v i s i o n i s t ,  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m s  
of f f e x p l o i t a t i o n ' t  a n d ,  i f  need be,  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  g r i e v -  
a n c e s  t o  higher  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  Having e f f e c t i v e l y  under-  
mined t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  l o c a l  cadres (who q u i c k l y  
succombed t o  worker demands for t r a v e l  f u n d s  a n d  economic 
b e n e f i t s ) ,  t h e  Maoists t h e n  a c c u s e d  them ( i n  t h e  w o r d s  
of Chou E n - l a i )  of e n g a g i n g  i n  a "big l o t  t o  p a s s  t h e  
burden  of a l l  k i n d s  of c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  r i . e .  problems] 
up  t o  us,". - i  

I n d e e d ,  t h e  Maoists were c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a number 
of s e r i o u s  problems a s  t h e y  took s tock  of t h e  " c u ~ l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  mid-January 1967. I n  t h e  first p l a c e ,  there 
were t h e  a f n r e m e n t i o n e d  m i l l i o n - p l u s  workers who had come 
t o  Pek ing ,  c o n c e r n i n g  w h o m  Madame Mao is q u a t e d  a s  a s k i n g  
p l a i n t i v e l y :  "What have  t h e y  come t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
for?" Next ,  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  of wide-spread d i s o r d e r  
and  b loody c l a s h e s  i n  a number of c i t i e s  and p r o v i n c e s  
where q t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels'' were r i s i n g  up t o  "seize 
power" i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  Mao's c a l l  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  example 
of Shanghai .  Also, t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  ,of t h e  "new 
s t a g e "  of e x t e n d i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l ,  r e v o l u t i o n "  ' i n t o  f a c -  
tor ies  and mines  were a t  hand,  r e s u l t s  wh ich  showed (ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  Chen Po-ta i n  a 24 J a n u a r y  speech)  t h a t  bo th  
r e v o l u t i o n  and  p r o d u c t i o n  .in t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  sector had 
been  a d v e r s e l y  a f f ec t ed  by s e n d i n g  i n  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t u d e n t s "  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  
Chen referred t o  " t h e  problem of f a c t o r i e s  ,ahd mines' '  a s  
Ita r e a l  headache;"  a n d ,  i n  a s i g n i f i c z i n t  a d m i s s i o n ,  added:  
It; bear a heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  t h i s . "  A t  a b o u t  t h e  
same time, Chou E n - l a i  a l s o  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee "had n o t  made s u f f i c i e n t  p r e p a r a t i o n  when i t  
d e c i d e d  t o  l a u n c h  t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  f a c -  
tor i e s .  t (  

powertt movement i n  Shanghai  r e v e a l e d  growing  c h a o s  follow- !'/ A .,h.d i n g  t h e  breakdown of p a r t y  and  government  c o n t r o l s  i n  

F i n a l l y ,  r e p o r t s  on  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  "seize t 
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t h a t  c i t y .  What had been  h a i l e d  j u s t  a few d a y s  p r e v i o u s l y  
a s  a " b r i l l i a n t  example" was now r e p u d i a t e d  a s  a model 
f o r - g e n e r a l  e m u l a t i o n .  Addressipg a workers r a l l y  on 15 
J a n u a r y ,  b o t h  Chou E n - l a i  and Ch n Po-ta  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  
" s e i z u r e  and c o n t r o l  of e v e r y t h '  4 g , . . a s  h a s  been done i n  
Shanghai"  was "no t  good" and was n o t  t o  be r e p e a t e d  i n  
Peking; Indeed what  had happened i n  Shanghai  was now 
d e p i c t e d  a s  b u t  a n o t h e r  example of " p l o t t i n g "  by t h e  
enemy, who wanted " t o  wreck t h e  s o c i a l  order  and t h e  pro-  
cess of p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e r e b y  make u s  a l a u g h i n g  stock" 
by "wi thdrawing  beh ind  t h e  s c e n e s  w h i l e  a l l o w i n g  you t o  
p l a c e  a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  unde r  your  s e i z u r e  and c o n t r o l . "  
Rather ,  t h a n  t h e  fo rmula  o f  " s e i z u r e  and c o n t r o l , "  Chou 
and C en advoca ted  t h e  " s u p e r v i s i o n  formula" as  "much 
bet te  and more p r a c t i c a l " - - t h a t  is, k e e p i n g  p a r t y  and  
government c a d r e s  on t h e  job under  " s u p e r v i s i o n "  b y  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels  .Iv 

3 
I 

Another  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t a k i n g  
i n  Shanghai  ( a s  n o t e d  by Chou i n  a n  18 J a n u a r y  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s i i  t o  a c h i e v e  Indeed ,  
t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r k e r s ,  

t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f  ttt t o  a c h i e v e  " g r e a t  
u n i t y "  was denounced i n  a ser)es of  s t a t e m e n t s  a t  t h i s  
time, n o t  o n l y  by  Chou and C h  n Po-ta b u t  a l s o  by Madame 

9 phenomena o f  t t d e p a r t m e n t a l i s m , "  " s e c t a r i a n -  
i s m , "  f ' s p l i t t i n g , f t  " sma l l -g roup  m e n t a l i t y "  and  l ? u l t r a -  
democracy" which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of " revo lu -  
t i o n a r y  rebels!' g e n e r a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Having 
succeeded  i n  , t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  t a s k  of o v e r t h r o w i n g  t h e  
p a r t y  and government c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  rebels" had f a i l e d  - i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t a s k  

4 1'- , -, Mao and even  by Mao h i m s e l f ,  t a t e m e n t s  d e c r y i n g  t h e  
' ../' 

'I of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a "new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  order." 
8. ./'- 
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V I .  THE REVOLUTION BOGS DOWN (FEBRUARY-JUNE 1967)  

l l O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  Army was n o t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n . . . b u t  now t h a t  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  has  
s h a r p e n e d ,  t h e  Army must s u p p o r t  t h e  ' ' L e f t i s t s t . . . M o s t  
o l d  cad res  s t i l l  do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n . l l  -- Mao Tse- tung ,  Speech a t  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Com- 
rrittee Plenum, 20 or  2 1  J a n u a r y  1967 

"DO n o t  be a f r a i d  of d i so rde r . .  . I n  J a n u a r y  and 
.L F e b r u a r y ,  p r o d u c t i o n  went down ... Many have  been  murdered 

and many p e o p l e  have committed s u i c i d e  ... Only t h r o u g h  
t a k i n g  a l l  these losses c a n  w e  get  t h e  best r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s u c c e s s o r s . ' 1  -- L i n  Piao,  Speech a t  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
Work C o n f e r e n c e ,  30 March 1967 

\ 7 
The havoc c rea ted  by Mao's ' ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" I 

i n  t h e i r  f r e n z i e d  d r i v e  t o  "Seize power1* d u r i n g  t h e  '!Jan- 
u a r y  Revolut ior l ' .  r e q u i r e d  immediate and d r a s t i c  count 'er-  
measu res .  The first of these was t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 23 Jan-  
u a r y  o r d e r i n g  
i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  A t h e  
l l r evwlu t - iona rg  
second was a 
i n g  more humane t r e a t m e n t  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o  make u s e  
of  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s k i l l s .  The t h i r d  was a n  e f fo r t  
t o  overcome t h e  pronounced t e n d e n c y  toward ' 'anarchismq1 
w h i c h  had charac te r ized  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f '  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  Left" d u r i n g  the ' I J anua ry  R e v o l u t i o n ; '  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
r e o r g a n i z e  r e t r e n c h  and r e c t i f y  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  ? P v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  rebels .  'I 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  b y  Mao p e r s o n a l l y  
t o  j e t t i s o n  t h e  Shanghai  example i n  f a v o r  of a new model 
f o r  e m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  "seize power" movement t h r o u g h o u t  
Ch ina - - tha t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  " f o r m a t i o n  of a three-way a l -  
l i a n c e  t o  seize power'' i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of He i lungk iang .  
Whereas t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebelsv1 had p l a y e d  t h e  dominant  
ro l e  i n  S h a n g h a i ,  t h e y  were now t p  s h a r e  t h e i r  power ( i n  
f a c t ,  t h e  greater  p a r t  of  t h e i r  power) w i t h  two n e w s ' l a l l i e s , t t  
t h e  People's L i b e r a t i o n  Army and l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  
cadres .  

! 
'! ci;' 

&--J c2& 
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The v i c i s s i t u d e s  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between these 
three uneasy  a n d ,  i n  some w a y s ,  i n c o m p a t i b l e  " a l l i e s ' l  
would  p r o v i d e  t h e  dominant  theme i n  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  of  t h e  
l a t e s t  s tage  o f  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  e x t e n d i n g  
from F e b r u a r y  1967 up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  A t  f irst,  i n  a 
p e r i o d  l a s t i n g  t o  mid-March, t h e  ro les  of t h e  PLA and 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadres" would be emphasized i n  a c o n c e r t e d  
e f fo r t  t o  restore order o u t  o f  t h e  chaos produced  by t h e  

"January Revolu t ion ."  T h i s  would  be fol lowed i n  A p r i l  b y  
a r e s u r g e n c e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t , "  w i t h  t h e  PLA 
f o r b i d d e n  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h i s  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n i t i a t i v e  
and h igh - rank ing  p a r t y  and government c a d r e s  once  a g a i n  
subjected t o  a t t a c k .  T h i s  renewed r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i s o r d e r ,  
f e a t u r i n g  l a r g e - s c a l e  f i g h t i n g  between r i v a l  Mao i s t  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  would be followed b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  phase  of 
t h e  "great p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  a p r o t r a c t e d  
and n o t  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  u n d e r t a k i n g  t o  have t h e  PLA once  
a g a i n  i n t e r v e n e  w i t h  force to  restore a t  l e a s t  a minimum 
l e v e l  of c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  economy and society 
of China.  

The e x p l a n a t i o n  most commonly advanced  f o r  t h e  
z i g - z a g  course of Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ' '  i n  t h e  p a s t  
s i x  months,  a c o u r s e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a l t e r n a t i n g  and con- 
f l i c t i n g  p o l i c i e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  restore order and  a t  t h e  
same time s u s t a i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum, would be t h a t  
i t  r e f l e c t e d  a d i v i s i o n  be tween moderates and r a d i c a l s  
a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  Mao's new l e a d e r s h i p .  Although 
t h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  v iew,  t h e  root 
c a u s e  o f  t h e  a m b i v a l e n t  and  u n c e r t a i n  c o u r s e  of t h e  "cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  r e c e n t  months must be t raced,  i t  is 
b e l i e v e d ,  t o  c o n f l i c t i n g  m o t i v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  mind of Mao 
Tse- tung h i m s e l f .  I n  a t t e m p t i n g  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  s t r i k e  
a b a l a n c e  between t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  claims of order  and 
r e v o l u t i o n ,  Mao has  s h i f t e d  t h e  we igh t  of  emphas i s  t o  
be a t t a c h e d  from t i m e  t o  time t o  these b a s i c a l l y  incom- 
p a t i b l e  g o a l s .  As t h e  s t a t e m e n t  by L i n  Pia0 q u o t e d  above 
s u g g e s t s ,  however ,  Mao by no means a t t a c h e s  e q u a l  impor t -  
a n c e  t o  these goa ls .  A s  t h e  l o y a l  e x e c u t o r  of Mao's 
w i l l  and commander-in-chief of t h e  PLA ( t h e  o n l y  e f f e c t i v e  
s t a b i l i z i n g  f o r c e  i n  China t o d a y ) ,  L i n  makes q u i t e  c l e a r  
i n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  fvdisorder t '  w i l l  be 
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a c o n t i n u i n g  f e a t u r e  i n  China u n t i l  Mao a c h i e v e s  t h e  funda-  
men ta l  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  c r e a t i o n  
of a new p a r t y  and government a p p a r a t u s  manned by  l o y a l  
and t r u s t w o r t h y  I ' revolu t i o n a r y  successors. 

A. E f f o r t s  t o  Restore O r d e r ,  E a r l y  1967 

As n o t e d  above ,  t h e  first t a c t i c a l  r e t r e a t  i n  t h e  
most r e c e n t  s t a g e  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t i  was i n i t i a t e d  
by  d i r e c t i v e s  on 23 and 28 J a n u a r y  o r d e r i n g  t h e  PLA t o  
i n t e r v e n e  and " r e n d e r  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  b r o a d  masses  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e f t i s t s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  to  seize power." 
Commenting on  these d i r e c t i v e s  i n  a speech t o  m i l i t a r y  
s t u d e n t s  on 31 J a n u a r y ,  Chou E n - l a i  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
PLA had o r i g i n a l l y  been o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  o rder  " t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  of t h e  Red Guards and t h e  masses" 
a t  a t i m e  when I*the f r o n t s  were n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d . "  
Now t h a t  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  two l i n e s  had s h a r p e n e d , "  
however, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had c l a r i f i e d  and i t  would be pos- 
s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  "genuine  p r o l e t a r i a n  l e f t i s t s "  when 
t h e y  a s k e d  f o r  s u p p o r t .  I n t e r v e n t i o n  by t h e  army, more- 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s  and t h u s  " i s o l a t e  and d e s t r o y  t h e  
o p p o s i t i o n . ' '  D e s p i t e  t h i s  d i s i n g e n u o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  t h e  
n e t  e f f e c t  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t o  i n t e r v e n e ,  no doub t  i n -  
t e n t i o n a l ,  was t o  s u p p r e s s  " t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  of  t h e  Red 
Guards" and other o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l e f t "  by t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  r u l e .  

o v e r ,  would make those i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of t h e  r o a d  j o i n  t h e  l 

As a r e s u l t  of t h i s  new and i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i -  

I t  was n e c e s s a r y  
b i l i t y ,  Chou r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  would  
be  damped down w i t h i n  t h e  PLA i tsel f .  
t o  conduc t  . t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA i n  a " c i v i l i z e d  way,Ii 
s a i d  Chou, a v o i d i n g  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e  criticism" i n  order 
t o  e n s u r e  t h e  q q s t a b i l i t y T v  and " f i g h t i n g  c a p a c i t y "  of t h e  
army a t  a t i m e  when it  was c o n f r o n t e d  b y  "very  s e r i o u s  
t a s k s . "  On 11 F e b r u a r y ,  a c e n t r a l  committee d i r e c t i v e  
would a m p l i f y  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  by Chou by e x p l i c i t l y  pro-  
h i b i t i n g  " s e i z u r e  of R o w e r  f rom below" a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of 
m i l i t a r y  command organst, a measure j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  need 

... , 

! 
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t o  " m a i n t a i n  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  u n i t y  and morale ' '  
i n  China s armed f o r c e s .  

F o r  t h e  same r e a s o n ,  t h e  PLA was soon  d e e p l y  i n -  
vo lved  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  C h i n a ' s  economy, On 22 F e b r u a r y ,  
t h e  Army was directed t o  restore order  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  
by s u p e r v i z i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of p e a s a n t s  and r u r a l  . 
c a d r e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  s p r i n g  p l a n t i n g .  A month l a t e r  t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee directed workers  and cadres i n  f a c t o r i e s  
and mines  to " c o o p e r a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  comrades from 
t h e  PLA" who were b e i n g  sed t  t o  l l s u p p o r t  t h e i r  work i n  
i n d u s t r i a l  p roduc t ion . ' '  The f u r t h e r  d i s c l o s u r e  i n  March 
t h a t  PIA p e r s o n n e l  had been  s e n t  i n  large numbers t o  con- 
d u c t  m i l i t a r y  and ideological t r a i n i n g  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
and s c h o o l s  showed t h e  e x t e n t  of i n f l u e n c e  and c o n t r o l  
exercised by t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  China i n  t h e  e a r l y  months 
of 1967. 

Commenting on t h i s  r a p i d  e x t e n s i o n  of m i l i t a r y  
c o n t r o l  ( i n  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  t o  a c e n t r a l  committee 
work c o n f e r e n c e  on 30 N a r c h ) ,  L i n  P i a 0  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
t h e  PLA had "now t a k e n  power i n  7,000 l o c a l  u n i t s "  i n  
China.  Al though a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  "by and by  w e  want t o  
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The new, dominant  r o l e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  govern- ' ment and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of China would b e  r e v e a l e d  i n  d i s -  

c u s s i o n s  of t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  "seize power" movement i n  
F e b r u a r y .  Al though a t  first t h e  f i c t i o n  was m a i n t a i n e d  
t h a t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" were l e a d i n g  t h e  way i n  form- 
i n g  t h e  new "three-way a l l i a n c e  t o  seize power," ( e .g .  

, i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g  p r o v i n c e ) ,  t h i s  p r e t e n s e  was dropped i n  
a 2 7 , F e b r u a r y  Red F l a g  a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  " s e i z u r e  
o f  powerqT i n  S m s i o v i n c e .  Here i t  was made c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  PLA had t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  d i c t a t -  
i n g  i ts w i l l  and impos ing  t h e  cadres i t  had selected upon 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  bf t. 
p r o v i n c e s k t  he g r e a t  m a j o r i t y )  w h e r e  fo r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  
t h e  "seize power movement'' had bogged down, t h e  PLA was 
directed t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  commissions cha rged  
w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  law and order .  A s  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  
na t ion-wide  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  t h e  PLA p e r f o r c e  as had t o  s t e p  i n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  now l a r g e l y  d e f u n c t  
p a r t y  and government c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s .  
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p u l l  t h e  army back  f rom its dominant  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
u n i t s , "  L i n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  would  be some t i n e  before 
t h i s  w i t h d r a w a l  cou ld  be e f f e c t e d - - n o t  u n t i l  "we have 
found new l e a d e r s . "  By e q u a t i n g  "new leaders" w i t h  "revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s , "  what L i n  appea red  t o  be s a y i n g  
was t h a t  t h e  dominant  ro le  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  China would 
p e r s i s t  u n t i l  Mao succeeds i n  c a r r y i n g  h i s  " c u l t u r a l  r evo-  

I 

I l u t i o n "  t h r o u g h  t o  c o m p l e t i o n .  
i 

I 
The  problem of f i n d i n g  "new leaders" or " revo lu -  

1 t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres"- - the  second  component of  t h e  "three- 
l l iance"- -was  a n  a c u t e  o n e ,  descr ibed by a l e a d i n g  iea%bb of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group (Wang L i )  i n  e a r l y  

F e b r u a r y  as  " t h e  biggest  problem now." I n  s u c c e s s i v e  Red 
F l a g  e d i t o r i a l s  of 3 and 23 F e b r u a r y  d r a f t e d  unde r  the- 
p e r s o n a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  of Mao h i m s e l f ,  t h e  problem of " t r e a t -  
i n g  c a d r e s  correct ly"  r e c e i v e d  p r i o r i t y  a t t e n t i o n .  As 
emphasized i n  these e d i t o r i a l s  and accompanying commentary 
by regime spokesmen, t h e  t l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" i n  Shanghai  
and elsewhere had gone too f a r ,  ? i appos ing ,  e x c l u d i n g  and 
o v e r t h r o w i n g  a l l  c a d r e s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y . "  I n  t h e  graphic  
d e s c r i p t i o n  b y  Wang L i ,  " a l l  t h a t  remained a f t e r  t h e  
' s e i z u r e  of power'  were some v a c a n t  o f f i c e s  and s tamps ."  
The most s e r i o u s  problem f a c i n g  t h e  Mao i s t s  i n  t h e  wake 
of t h e  ?!January Revolu t ior l 'was  t h a t  i t  had succeeded  too 
well ,  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  and government c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  
w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  s u b s t i t u t e .  The end r e s u l t ,  
a s  regime spokesmen emphas ized ,  was ' ? ana rchyfq ,  a s i t u a t i o n  
a g g r a v a t e d  by  r i v a l r y  and  c l a s h e s  between " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  a c t i n g  (as  t h e  23 F e b r u a r y  Red F l a g  
e d i t o r i a l  p u t  i t )  l i k e  ?'a hos t  of d r a g o n s  w i t h o F a = d e r . f *  --J 

@ 

To d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  a l a r m i n g  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  r eg ime  
i n s t i t u t e d  what  would s u b s e q u e n t l y  be referred t o  a s  Mao's 
"mild cadre p o l i c y . "  R e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i n e  t a k e n  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee d e c i s i o n  of 8 August on t h e  ??cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , ' ?  t h i s  p o l i c y  c a l l e d  first of  a l l  fo r  

'"correct t r e a t m e n t "  and r t s u p p o r t t t  of ' ? r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l ead -  
i n g  c a d r e s , "  d e f i n e d  a s  " those  l e a d i n g  c a d r e s  who follow 
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by Chairman 
Mao." The examplar  of t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  was 
Pan Fu-sheng, t h e  fo rmer  p a r t y  first s e c r e t a r y  i n  Hei lung-  
k i a n g  pr  v i n c e  who had s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d  t o  j o i n  t h e  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  $ f t "  d u r i n g  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and had been  
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rewarded  by a p o s i t i o n  of l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  new " revo lu -  
1 t i o n a r y  committee" e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e .  Desc r ibed  a s  "more 
I mature p o l i t i c a l l y . . , m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  s t r u g g l e  ..., and 

h a v i n g  g r e a t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s k i l l "  t h a n  t h e  "young r evo-  
l u t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s , "  these r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  were "to 
ac t  a s  t h e  core of l e a d e r s h i p "  both i n  t h e  " s e i z u r e  of 
powertt and i n  t h e  exercise of  t h i s  power b y  t h e  new "revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  committees." I ; 

\ . ."e, *-- -* 

I The new p o l i c y  of  l e n i e n c y  a p p l i e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  
, @+ea " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  c a d r e s "  (who were r e l a t i v e l y  
l f e w )  b u t  a l s o  to  t h e  "broad  masses of cadres i n  p a r t y  and  

government o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  who had com- 
I n  ac-  

c o r d a n c e  w i t h  Mao's d i c tum of " c u r i n g  t h e  s i c k n e s s  t o  
s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t , "  t h e s e  cadres were t o  be g i v e n  a n o t h e r  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t o n e  f o r  t h e i r  e r r o r s .  by ffself-cri t icismtt 
and b y  s t a y i n g  on t h e  j o b  to  per form "good deeds"  i n  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . v f  

1.. m i t t e d  t f m i s t a k e s , "  e v e n  " v e r y  s e r i o u s  mis t akes . "  

i 
I. A n e c e s s a r y  c o r o l l a r y  of t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  e n l i s t  

c a d r e  s u p p o r t  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  was more humane t r e a t m e n t .  C i t i n g  a d i r e c t i v e  by  
Mao t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  ' ' l e v e l  of s t r u g g l e , "  Chou E n - l a i ,  
Chen Po-ta and o t h e r  r eg ime  spokesmen a t  t h i s  t i m e  decried 
s u c h  forms of " c o r p o r a l  punishment" i n f l i c t e d  on l e a d i n g  
c a d r e s  a t  p u b l i c  r a l l i e s  i n  December and  J a n u a r y  a s  " u s i n g  
t h e  b i g  s t ick ,"  f o r c i n g  t h e  "wear ing  of dunce  c a p s f f  and 
c o m p e l l i n g  t h e  victiEq t o  k n e e l  " w i t h  a rms  o u t s p r e a d ,  l i k e  
wings  of j e t  planes-:" .: O f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  was t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  "photos and p i c t u r e s "  of these p r a c t i c e s  had been  
s e n t  a b r o a d  by  f o r e i g n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  convey ing  to for- 

' e i g n e r s  t h e  f a l s e  i m p r e s s i o n  (as Chou p u t  i t )  " t h a t  t h i s  
is a l l  t h e  Ch inese  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i  -~r, is a b o u t . "  But  
of e q u a l  and more immediate  c o n c e r n ,  P a s  Chou went on t o  
stress, t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  i f  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  "stir u p  a n t i -  
p a t h y  among t h e  midd le  of t h e  r o a d  cadres" and " r i s k  l o s i n g  
t h e  sympathy of t h e  masses.'.' As had 'bappened  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  p e r i o d  of t a c t i c a l  r e t r e a t  i n  September  1966,  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef tTf was now i n s t r u c t e d  t o  u s e  " reason"  

' 

I r a t h e r  t h a n  " f o r c e "  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p a r t y  cadres. 
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As chief of government  and t h e  man e n t r u s t e d  by 
Ma0 w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  a minimum of order i n  China d u r i n g  
t h e  u n f o l d i n g  of t h e  " C U l t U r 8 1  r e v o l u t i o n , ? T  Premier Chou 
E n - l a i  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  spokesman f o r  t h i s  new 
c a d r e  p o l i c y  as i t  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  govetrnment. 
I n  a ser ies  o f  s p e e c h e s  i n  e a r l y  and mid-February t o  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
t r a d e  and f i n a n c e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  Chou warned b l u n t l y  t h a t  
t h e y  had been  l l dece ived l l  i n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  the,y could 
"seize power" i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  government a p p a r a t u s .  The 
r o l e  of t h e  rebels i n  d e p a r t m e n t s  under  t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  
was t o  be l i m i t e d  to  " s u p e r v i s i o n "  o v e r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  re- 
p lacement  o f ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r s ,  bu reau  directors and s e c t i o n  
ch ie fs  i n  t h e s e  d e p a r t m e n t s .  Even i n  t h i s  r e d u c e d  r o l e ,  
t h e  rebels had gone too f a r  i n  t h e i r  * ? r e v o l u t i o n a r y  super -  
v i s i o n , 1 1  r e d u c i n g  f o r  example t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Rai lway t o  
Ita s t a t e  of confus ion"  by ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  c a p t u r i n g  
and m a l t r e a t i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e r  Lu Cheng-tsao.  By s u b j e c t i n g  
government m i n i s t e r s  t o  "merciless c r i t i c i sm,  t h e  Rebels 
were g u i l t y  ( a  s t r o n g  c h a r g e )  of " l e f t i s t  
The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h i s  ( ' lef t is t"  error,  Chou c l e a r 1  y 
i m p l i e d ,  rested w i t h  m i l i t a n t  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
which h e  named, descr ibed a s  and w e l l - o r g a n i z e d ,  
and t h e n  c h a s t i z e d  for  t h e i r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  " i n  t us ion"  
i n t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  government  m i n i s t r i e s .  

of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  kft" t o  take t h e i r  lumps, now blamed 
f o r  t h e  c h a o s  of t h e  'Sanua re  R e v o l u t i o d '  which  t h e y  had 
been  i n c i t e d  to c a r r y  o u t .  They were a t t a c k e d  and cri- 
t ic ized from a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  n o t  j u s t  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  
modera t e s  ( l i k e  Chou) b u t  a l s o  b y  t h e  zea lo ts  i n  t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group and e v e n  by Mao h i m s e l f .  Among 
t h e  cri t icisms l e v e l e d  by Mao a t  h i s  " l i t t l e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  g e n e r a l s "  a t  t h i s  t i m e  were (1) t h a t  t h e y  were b e i n g  
" c o r r u p t e d p t  b y  "money" and vicars;ti (2) t h a t  t h e y  "cal led 
fo r  cr i t ic ism a f t e r  c r i t i c i sm and took p a r t  i n  t o o  many 
r a l l i e s ; "  and (3) t h a t  t h e y  had been g u i l t y  of " s e c t a r i a n -  
i s m "  and l t s p l i t t i s m "  and must  endeavor  t o  I f ach ieve  u n i t y "  

i 

-... 
s" 

I - -  - --.'! 
Indeed ,  t h e  time had/."come f o r  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  ! 

even  w i t h  those h e l d  " c o n t r a r y  o p i n i o n s . "  Adding t o  
t h i s  i n d i c t m e n t ,  Pen-yu of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  

most prominent  l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g )  f o r  "hanging  
i Ta-fu and N i e h  Yuan-tzu ( t h e  two Group c r i t i c i z e d  

I 

I 

I 

j 
I 
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o u t  t h e  s i g n b o a r d  of t h e  P e k i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  
Commune" p r e m a t u r e l y  and  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n ,  a c h a r g e  
which would s e r v e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h i s  
time of t h e  i l l - f a t e d  and s h o r t - l i v e d  Shanghai  Commune. 

O the r  c h a r g e s  of I r u l t r a - l e f  t i s m ' '  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  
m i l i t a n t  Red Guards by C h i  and Wang L i  a t  t h i s  t i m e  were 
t h a t  t h e y  had t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  down a l l  c a d r e s  and ,  even  
worse, had " p o i n t e d  t h e  s p e a r h e a d  of s t r u g g l e  a t  t h e  
P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army." A f a v o r i t e  t a rge t  fo r  a t t a c k  
was t h e  u l t r a - m i l i t a n t  Red Guard l e a d e r  Kuai Ta- fu ,  accused  
of " p l a y i n g  a t  T r o t s k y  c l i q u e s  i n  t h e  schools ,"  of oppos- 
i n g  Kang Sheng (one  of t h e  r a n k i n g  l e a d e r s  of Mae's "cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f t )  and of " a d o p t i n g  a grand  s t y l e . "  . : 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  v e r b a l  a t t a c k s ,  a number of 
measu res  were i n s t i t u t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a c o n c e r t e d  ef- 
f o r t  t o  r e t r e n c h , k o r  a n i z e  and r e c t i f y  t h e  u n r u l y  r a n k s  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L f t . "  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  a 3 Februa ry  
c e n t r a l  comniittee d i r e c t i v e  ordered a l l  Red Guards i n  "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s  $ontt t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e i r  schools, 
compass a l l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  engaged i n  l d a i -  
s o n .  Al though j u s t i f i e d  on  g rounds  of h e a l t h  and economy, 
t h e  p r imary  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  d i r e c t i v e s  was t o  c u r t a i l  
p o l i t i c a l  and' economic i n s t a b i l i t y  by r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  
"seize powerfi movement on t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l o c a l i t i e s  
and  u n i t s .  Next ,  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Red Guards was 
effected i n  Pek ing  by merging  t h e  t h r e e  f o r m e r l y  independen t  
Red Guard t t h e a d q u a r t e r s f i  i n t o  a s i n g l e .  "Red Guard Con- , 
gress." Speeches  a t  t h e  r a l l y  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h i s  Congres s ,  
moreover ,  s u g g e s t e d  a n  i n t e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s i m i l a r  con- 
gresses i n  a l l  major  c i t i e s  and  p r o v i n c e s ,  w i t h  t h e  u l t i -  
mate goal of fo rming  a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

F i n a l l y ,  i t  was announced t h a t  Red Guards on  re- 
t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  schools  would have t o  unde rgo  " r e c t i f  i- 
ca t ion 'T- - t ta  p a i n f u l  p r o c e s s  of p r o t r a c t e d  i d e o l o g i c a l  
s t r u g g l e " - - i n  order t o  overcome t h e i r  " t e n d e n c i e s  of 
d e p a r t m e n t a l i s m ,  smalq_gPoup m e n t a l i t y ,  u l t r a -democracy ,  
i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and anarchism..:' And w i t h  t h e  d i sc losu re  
t h a t  t h e  PLA would s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  t t r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  cam- 
p a i g n  i n  C h i n a ' s  s c h o o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i t  was c lear  
t h a t  t h e  t t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  bfttt was be ing  d i s c i p l i n e d  f o r  
t h e  excesses i t  had commit ted d u r i n g  t h e  '!January Revolut ion."  

d i r e c t i v e  expanded on 21  F e b r u a r y  t o  ek- 



. .  

. .  
. -  
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I As a r e s u l t  of t h e  u r g e n t  need t o  restore order i 

and m a i n t a i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  "seize power'' movement i n  
China a t  t h e  end of F e b r u a r y  was i n  a s t a t e  of suspended  
a n i m a t i o n .  Only Shangha i  and t h e  f o u r  p r o v i n c e s  of Hei lung-  
k i a n g ,  Kweichow, S h a n s i  and Shantung had succeeded  i n  
s e t t i n g  up l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" approved  by t h e  
c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of a 
genu ine  t r i p a r t i t e  a l l i a n c e  Of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  p a r t y  c a d r e s  
and t h e  army.  I n  a major  summing u p  of t h e  progress of 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , ' '  a 9 March e d i t o r i a l  i n  Red F l a g  
en t i t l e d  "On t h e  Rev0 1 u t  i o n a r  y 3- i n -  1 Comb i na t i o n g 1 = v - m d  
what  these r e q u i r e m e n t s  were. C i t i n g  a d i r e c t i v e  by Chai r -  
man Mao t h a t  t h e s e  " p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n s  of power" would 
have t o  be " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and  have pro- 
l e t a r i a n  a u t h o r i t y , "  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  d i s c u s s e d  c a n d i d l y  t h e  
p rob lems&hich  had o b s t r u c t e d ,  and would c o n t i n u e  t o  ob- 
s t r u c t ,  t h e  e f f o r t  by Mao'h " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  
t o  "seize power" i n  China .  

The dominant  theme of t h e  e d i t o r i a l  was t h a t  a l l  
three components of t h e  a l l i a n c e - - t h e  l e a d e r s  of r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  PLA, 
and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres--were e s s e n t i a l ,  a s  ex- 
p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  n o t  "to o v e r l o o k  or u n d e r e s t i -  
mate  t h e  ro l e  of a n y  one of them."  Of p a r t i c u l a r  conce rn  
was t h e  p r a c t i c e  of " e x c l u d i n g "  or " r e g a r d i n g  as secondary"  
t h e  ro l e  of glleaders of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s , "  who, a l . though g u i l t y  of " shor t comings  and errors," 
st i l l  c o n s t i t u t e d  " t h e  b a s e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  3- in-1 
p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n  of power." R e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  p o l i c y  on 
p a r t y  c a d r e s  l a i d  down t h e  p r e c e d i n g  month,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
stressed the  impor t ance  of t h e  r o l e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s "  ( t h a t  of p r o v i d i n g  " t h e  n u c l e u s  and backbonevi of 
t h e  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee") w h i l e  h o l d i n g  f o r t h  
t h e  p r o s p e c t  of r edempt ion  and " p r o p e r  jobs"  fo r  t h e  broad 
mass of  c a d r e s  who had made "mistakes:' What was new i n  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of c a d r e  p o l i c y ,  however, was a c a l l  f o r  
v i g i l a n c e  a g a i n s t  \"class enemies" who were "d i s to r t ingv- f  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n ,  o f  "3- in- l+ '  o r g a n s  
of power to  f t imposef '  on t h e  masses  c a d r e s  who " p e r s i s t e d  
i n  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s "  and t h u s  " c a r r y  o u t  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r  y res  tor  a t  i on. 

I 
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The e d i t o r i a l ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  PLA r e v e a l e d  
/ t h a t  i t  too was e x p e r i e n c i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  p l a y i n g  its 

, I  "ex t r eme ly  i m p o r t a n t  role" i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  to  seize power, 
L, 

Admi t t ing  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  " d i s s e n s i o n  between t h e  r evo lu -  
I ,; t i o n a r y  masses  and t h e  PLA," t h e  e d i t o r i a l  a t t e m p t e d  once 

_ #  a g a i n  t o  blame t h i s  on  t h e  " i n t r i g u e s "  of c l a s s  enemies ,  
More t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  i t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  PLA was hav ing  
a ha rd  t i m e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  ambiguous d i r e c t i v  by Chai r -  

I man Mao " t o  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L ftists," 
i conced ing  t h a t  "some comrades i n  t h e  l oca l  army u n i t s  may 

commit temporary  mistakes i n  g i v i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  because  
I '  of t h e  i n t r i c a t e  and complex c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e . "  

somewhat gloo t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
w i t h  a ' ? a  b ig  q u e s t i o n  

p r o l e t a r i a n  ckl tural  r e v o l u t i o n  th rough  
it halfway"--and t o  t h e  consequ- 

I I  

abandon 
e n t  need f o r  i t a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  comrades" t o  "keep a cool 
head and n o t  get c o n f u s e d . i i  I 

B. The Resurgence  o f  t h e  L e f t  ( S p r i n g  1967)  

. --_ 

I n  t h i s  not-so-veil;? a l l u s i o n  t o  mounting/Gpposi-  ti3 lies  t h e  e G- a n a t i o n ,  -&eas&mMxmedq, * f o r  t h e  n e x t  
phase  of Mao's l t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  I? which would e x t e n d  
t h r o u g h  March and much of A p r i l .  
of t h e  new phase would be t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  of t h e  lq revo lu -  
t i o n a r y  b f t , ? *  i n c i t e d  once  a g a i n  t o  c r i t i c i ze  and a t t a c k  
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  and t h u s  m a i n t a i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  momentum. 
I n  Mao's v iew,  t h e  pendulum had swung too f a r  i n  t h e  d i -  
r e c t i o n  of o r d e r  and  s t a b i l i t y  imposed by t h e  PLA and 
p a r t y  c a d r e s  from above  and i t  was n e c e s s a r y  once  a g a i n  
t o  stress t h e  ro l e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masqes. 

The first t a r g e t  of a t t a c k  by m i l i t a n t  Red Guards 
and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels ,"  un leashed  a g a i n  i n  e a r l y  March, 
was what was termed t h e  " c o u n t e r c u r r e n t  of c o u n t e r r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y w e s  t o r a  t ion" i n  c e n t r a  1 government  o r g a n s  . 
r e f e r r e d .  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  " f a l se  power s e i z u r e ' '  whereby  
s e n i o r  p a r t y  cadres o r  r e v i v e d  p a r t y  committees had e x p l o i t e d ,  

p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

T h i s  
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SO i t  was c h a r g e d ,  Mao's "mi ld  cadre pol icylf  t o  r e i n s t a t e  
a l l  or most of t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l s  and s y s t e m s  of c o n t r o l ,  
a t  t h e  same t i m e  i g n o r i n g  and s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n s  of 
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  tef t ." 
e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c u r r e n t "  was V i c e  Premier Tan Chen- l in ,  
charged w i t h  p e r p e t r a t i n g  sham s e i z u r e s  i n f t t g r i c u l t u r a l  

The r i n g - l e a d e r  pf t h e  new ' 'count- 

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  b u t  heavy, a t  three 
more V i c e  Premiers--Ch n I ,  L i  L i  Hs ien -n ien ,  

s p e c t i v e l y .  Al though d s f e n d i n g  of h i s  V i c e  ,, s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  f o r e i g J a f f a i r s ,  

\ P r e m i e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  charges,  Chou En- l a i ,  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  
a March r a l l y  of 9 - e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" i n  i n d u s t r y  and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h i s  " tendency  of r e h a b i l i t a t -  
i n g  a l l  c a d r e s ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  o f f e n s e s , 1 1  
c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  i t  a s  a n  " e x t r e m e l y  grave"  m i s t a k e  and a s  
t h e  "main dange r"  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Chou a l s o  r e v e a l e d  i n  
t h i s  s p e e c h  t h a t  t h i s  phenomenon of " f a l s e  power s e i z u r e s "  
had a p p e a r e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  ' l c e n t r a l  o f f i c e s "  b u t  i n  " t h e  

'\ 
\: 

I p r o v i n c e s "  as w e l l .  ---d 

The d i s c l o s u r e  of sham s e i z u r e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
was r e l a t e d ,  of c o u r s e ,  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  admiss ion  ( i n  t h e  
9 March Red F laF  e d i t o r i a l )  t h a t  t h e  PLA might commit 
( i n  fact- l ready had committed) " temporary  mistakes" i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  and s u p p o r t i n g  a u t h e n t i c  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef t -  
ists" w h i l e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  'Icu1 t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . t 1  In- 
d i c a t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of these m i s t a k e s ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Committee on 6 Apr i l  i s s u e d  a t e u - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  which  

manders  i n ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s 2 1  
f o r b i d d i n g  them t o  f i r e  'on r e b e l  g r o u p s ,  t o  make mass 
a r r e s t s ,  t o  c l a s s i f y  r e b e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  coun te r - r evo-  
l u t i o n a r y  w i t h o u t  c e n t r a l  committee a p p r o v a l ,  or t o  u s e  
force t o  ex t r ac t  c o n f e s s i o n s  or  t o  p u n i s h .  S i n g l e d  o u t  
f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  condemnation was t h e  d e p u t y  commander of 
t h e  T s i n g h a i  p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t  who had " b r u t a l l y  
s u p p r e s s e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  by m i l i t a r y  
forcet1 i n  T s i n g h a i  p r o v i n c e .  S imi la r  f lmi s t akesv l  of vary- 
i n g  degrees of g r a v i t y  were soon  reported i n  t h e  addi- 
t i o n a l  p r o v i n c e s  of Szechwan, Kwangtung, Hupeh and t h e  
I n n e r  Mongolia Autonomous Region.  ;"And, a s  t h e  l l c o u n t e r -  1 

c u r r e n t "  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  government  had r e q u i r e d  a scape -  
goat i n  t h e  persof i  of Vice P r e m i e r . T a n  Chen- l in ,  so  were 

r- 

s h a r p l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of l o c a l  m i l i t a r  com- 3, 
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two Vice-chairman of t h e  MAC Hsu Hsiang-chie 'n and Yeh 
Chien-ying now a t t a c k e d  a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  " m i s -  
t a k e s "  b y  t h e  PLA i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l e f t  . 

s u r g e ,  a s  i n  o n e s ,  was t o  e s c a l a t e  t h e  a t t a c k  
a g a i n s t  L i u  , t o  l a u n c h  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  impor t -  
a n t  8 A p r i l  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l )  power fu l  g e n e r a l  

A key i n g r e d i e n t  i n  t h i s  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  up- 

o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  number o n e  p a r t y  p e r s o n  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road.1T New f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  i n t e n -  
s i f i e d  campaign i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  were (1) p u b l i c  humi l i a -  
t i o n  a t  a s t r u g g l e  r a l l y  where ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  L i u  con- 
t i n u e d  t o  deny h i s  g u i l t  a s  a c r i m i n a l  or coun te r - r evo-  

demands ( a l l e g e d l y  c i t i n g  
t h a t  L iu  be p u t  t o  d e a t h  for 
w i t h  a f o r e i g n  power;T1 and 

L i u '  A e a d i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  
u n i s t , " L n d e m n e d  b y  Mao a t  

Among t h e  v a r i o u s  u s e s  of t h i s  " g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e "  
a g a i n s t  L i u ,  t h e  first was t o  encourage  more p a r t y  c a d r e s  
t o  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  bo th  b y  
o f f e r i n g  a way o u t  f o r  r e p e n t a n t  c a d r e s  and  by t h r e a t e n -  
i n g  d i r e  consequences  (even  d e a t h )  s h o u l d  t h e y  r e f u s e .  
The second  and more i m p o r t a n t  was t o  i n c i t e  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  masses t o  % t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  and over throwr1  t h e  
l l handfu l i l  of Maoist  enemies  i n  "each  a r e a ,  depa r tmen t  
and u n i t "  t h roughou t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  d e p i c t e d  a s  t h e  sup- 
p o r t e r s  of L i u  who had t o  be removed i n  order t o  b r i n g  
him down. To accompl i sh  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  some m i l i t a n t  
Red Guard de tachmen t s  were a p p a r e n t l y  s e n t  o u t  from Pek ing  
once  a g a i n  t o  r e i n f o r c e  l o c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  key pro- 
v i n c e s  where o p p o s i t i o n  was s t r o n g .  

The combined r e s u l t  of  l e a s h i n g  t h e  PLA ( t h e  6 .e .'.- 
I 

A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e , )  and u n l e a s h i n g  t h e  ? l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef tit 
was, ' "Sredic tab lyL renewed v i o l e n c e  a n d  disorder:,. 
L i n  B i a o  ( i n  h i s  30 March s p e e c h  t o  t h e  cen t r i I - - commi t t ee  
i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  new p h a s e )  had p r a i s e d  l ld i sorder ' l  a s  neces-  
s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l s  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and e x t e n t  of  t h e  "disorder" which  ensued  

Although 
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was c l e a r l y  beyond e x p e c t a t i o n .  L S e r i o u s ,  l a r g e - s c a l e  
c lashes  were soon  r e p o r t e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  b u t  
i n  P e k i n g  as w e l l ,  Developments  i n  Pek ing ,  a b o u t  which 
more is known, p r o v i d e  a good c a s e  s t u d y  of t h e  c h a o s  
and d i s r u p t i o n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  new v i o l e n t  p h a s e  of Mao's 
i t c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 4  i n  Apr i l  and May. 

and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" u t i l i z e d  t h e i r  new freedom of 
a c t i o n  t o  a t t a c k  e a c h  other and ,  f o r  good measure,, t h e  
p u  a s  well. Accord ing  t o  w a l l - p o s t e r  r e p o r t s ,  a l a r g e  

1 force of Red Guards invaded  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  demon- 
s t r a t e  a g a i n s t  Nieh Yuan-tzu,  cha i rman of t h e  r e c e n t l y  
u n i f i e d  P e k i n g  Congres s  of Red Guards ,  c h a r g i n g  h e r  w i t h  
incompetence  and  a s e l f i s h  desire "to g a i n  h i g h  office." 
When a n  "armed clash" deve loped  and Pek ing  g a r r i s o n  t r o o p s  
were s e n t  t o  restore o r d e r ,  t h e  Red Guards t h e n  directed 
t h e i r  a t t a c k  a t  t h e  Pek ing  g a r r i s o n  d e p u t y  commander. 
I n s t a n c e s  of worker  ' k e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" d e f y i n g  and 
even  s e i z i n g  PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n  

R e v o l u t i o n  Group headed by Madame Mao convened a series 
of m e e t i n g s  i n  mid -Apr i l  be tween  f e u d i n g  R e d  Guard and 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" g r o u p s  t o  c h a s t i z e  them f o r  a t t a c k -  
i n g  t h e  PLA and f o r  engag ing  i n  " u n p r i n c i p l e d  c i v i l  w a r s . I 1  

' The f a c t  t h a t  these " u n p r i n c i p l e d  c i v i l  wars"  
b r o k e  o u t  on t h e  e v e  of t,he e s t a b l i s h ,  e n t  of t h e  P e k i n g  
Munic ipa l  Rqvolu t i o n a r y  .Commit tee b e z ? f a r  to e x p l a i n  t h e  ' 

n a t u r e  of t h i s  new t y p e  of w a r f a r  
t o  t h e  l l p r i n c i p l e d "  v a r i e t y  f o u g h t  l a r g e l y  on ideological 
and p o l i t i c a l  g r o u n d s ,  these w a r s  h.Vq f o u g h t  to  d e t e r m i n e  
who gets  what s h a r e  of t h e  s p o i l s  i n  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
order ,  ' I t  was i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  f o r m a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o n  20 
A p r i l  of t h e  new Pek ing  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee--in t h e o r y  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  achievement  of a g e n u i n e  and harmonious 
"three-way a l l i a n c e " - - s h o u l d  have been t h e  o c c a s i o n  for 
i n t e n s i f i e d  c o n f l i c t  w i t h i n  and among t h e  components  of 
t h i s  a l l i a n c e ,  

I 

I I I n  b r i e f ,  what happened was t h a t  t h e  Red Guards -7 
I 

I Pek ing  a t  t h i s  time. A s  a r e s u l t ,  l e a d e r s  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  

i n  I e h i n a ,  A s  opposed 
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disclosed t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  had d e c l i n e d  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  i n  
A p r i l ,  a d e c l i n e  due  c h i e f l y  t o  "armed s t r u g g l e s ' '  b u t  a l s o  
t o  worker  p r o t e s t  s t r i k e s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  d a y s  of May, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hs ieh ,  t h e r e  had been 133b-rmed s t r u g g l e s  
and b loody  i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  more t h a n  63,000 p e o p l e  
o f  which a l t two- f igu re t ?  number were k i l l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
cases of b e a t i n g ,  d e s t r o y i n g ,  l o o t i n g ,  s e a r c h i n g  houses  - 
and i l l e g a l  a r r e s t  had been  common and were i n c r e a s i n g .  \ 

H s i e h ' s  f r a n k  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  e x t e n t  of v i o l e n c e  
and disorder i n  Pek ing  was for  t h e  pu rpose  of j u s t i f y i n g  
a new ge t - tough  p o l i c y  by t h e  Pek ing  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit- 
tee a s  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  a s i x - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  of 1 4  May.. 
C i t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by Chairman Mao p r o h i b i t i n g  "armed 
s t r u g g l e v 1  and demanding a n  end  t o  t h e  ' 'anarchy" e x i s t i n g  
i n  many a r e a s ,  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  d e c l a r e d  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  a s  
s t r i k i n g  p e o p l e ,  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  PLA and g o i n g  on 
s t r i k e  to  be " s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d "  and ordered t h e  PLA 
P e k i n g  g a r r i s o n  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e .  A s  a n o t h e r  
measure  d e s i g n e d  t o  restore o r d e r  both i n  Pek ing  and  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  r e i t e r a t e d  
a n  ear l ie r  c e n t r a l  committee i n s t r u c t i o n  o r d e r i n g  Red 
Guards who had gone t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  ' Iwithout  f i r s t  ob- 
t a i n i n g  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee'' t o  r e t u r n  t o  
P e k i n g  immedia te ly .  

N o t  l o n g  before, on 5 May, H s i e h  Fu-chih had re- 
v e a l e d  i n  a s p e e c h  t o  s t u d e n t s  a t  Pek ing  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  
"armed s t r u g g l e s  a t  f a c t o r i e s ,  s c h o o l s  and v a r i o u s  organs i1  
were t a k i n g  p l a c e  n o t  o n l y  i n  P e k i n g  b u t  i n  many p r o v i n c e s  
a s  w e l l .  Despite t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " c o n s e r v a t i v e  f a c t i o n s "  
( t h e  o p p o s i t i o n )  had n o t  y e t  been d e f e a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  pro- 
v i n c e s ,  t h e  tqbftistsvq there ( a s  i n  Pek ing)  had begun t o  
" b r e a k  up" by f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t i m e t a b l e  f o r  " s e i z u r e  of  poweryf i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
- - " o r i g i n a l l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be rea l ized  between F e b r u a r y  
and  May"--had t o  be ex tended .  H s i e h  conc luded  h i s  gloomy 
a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  "seize power" movement 

.- 
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i n  China w i t h  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  t i m e t a b l e  would have 
It to be pos tponed  f o r  some t i m e . "  

H s i e h ' s  p e s s i m i s t i c  
v i n c e s  w a s  con f i rmed  b y  w a l l  
v i o l e n t  clashes and s e r i o u s  
t h r o u g h o u t  May, even t o  t h e  p o i n t  of d i s r u p t i n g  s e r v i c e  
on s e v e r a l  major r a i l  l i n e s .  So ser ious was t h i s  d i sorder  ' 
t h a t  i t  was necessary--bn_ce a g a i n ,  i n  a j o i n t  c i r c u l a r  of 

%+&.ne--in t h e  name &[the c e n t r a l  committee, S t a t e  Counc i l ,  b 
M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee and C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group-- 
t o  d i rec t  t h e  PLA t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  t r o u b l e d  a r e a s  t o  
restore o r d e r .  A s  was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  e a r l i e r  d i r e c t i v e s  
i n  P e k i n g ,  t h i s  c i r c u l a r  f o r b a d e  armed s t r u g g l e ,  a s s a u l t s ,  
d e s t r u c t i o n ,  p i l l a g e ,  h o u s e r a i d s ,  and u n a u t h o r i z e d  a r r e s t s ;  

-I 
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upon a l l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  t o  comply,& 
" to  a r r e s t ,  t o  e n s u r e  compl i ance ,  a u t h o r i z e d  t 

in September 1966 and i n  F e b r u a r y  1967,  t o  a p p l y  t h e  b r a k e s  
t o  Mao's " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ' '  
however, i t  was a n  open  q u e s t i o n  i n  mid-1967 how e f f e c t i v e  
t h i s  new a t t e m p t  t o  restore order i n  China m i g h t  p rove  
t o  be. 

Al though p r e s e n t e d  a few weeks e a r l i e r ,  P e k i n g ' s  
view of t h e  s t a t u s  of Mao 's  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  was r e v e a l e d  i n  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  and i l l u m i n a t i n g  
speech by Chou En- l a i  on 30 Apr i l  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
v a r i o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  S t a t e  Counc i l .  I n  t r a c i n g  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  of t h e  "seize power" movement up t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  
Chou p o i n t e d  to  "sham s e i z u r e s "  i n  both t h e  c e n t r a l  govern- 
ment m i n i s t r i e s  and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a s  oqe of t h e  major  prob-  
lems e n c o u n t e r e d .  T h i s  i n  effect  had o c c u r r e d  i n  t e n  of C h i n a ' s  
26 p r o v i n c e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  both  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  oppos i -  
t i o n  and t h e  weakness  ( f a c t i o n a l i s m  and d i s u n i t y )  of t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  lef t"  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  I t  had been  neces-  
s a r y  to  i n s t i t u t e  " m i l i t a r y  s u p e r v i s i o n "  by t h e  PLA ( i ; e .  
m i l i t a r y  r u l e )  o v e r  these t e n  p r o v i n c e s  a s  a s t o p - g a p  
measure  u n t i l  Mao's r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u p p o r t e r s  were s t r o n g  
enough t o  effect  a genu ine  power s e i z u r e .  
o f  p r o v i n c e s ,  of course, consisted of t h o s e  where g e n u i n e  
"power s e i z u r e s "  ( i . e . ,  approqed  by Pek ing)  had a l r e a d y  

and punish"  those who r e f u s e d  As Hsieh  
had p r e d i c t e d ,  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  once  s had happened 

Un l ike  t h e  e a r l i e r  e f f o r t s ,  

Another  c a t e g o r y  
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t a k e n  p l a c e  (He i lungk iang ,  Kweichow, S h a n s i  a n d  S h a n t u n g ) ,  
g rouped  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Shanghai  and Pek ing  ( t h e  o n l y  add i -  
t i o n  t o  t h i s  approved  list s i n c e  F e b r u a r y ) .  Of t h e  o t h e r  
twe lve  p r o v i n c e s ,  f i v e  were p r e s e n t e d  a s  b e i n g  i n  a t r a n s i -  
t i o n a l  s t a g e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t a l k s  underway t o  " n e g o t i a t e "  
a n  "agreement"  w i t h  P e k i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  r ema inde r  a p p a r e n t l y  
o n l y  i n  t h e  open ing  s t a g e s  of n e g o t i a t i o n s  or too backward 
t o  j u s t i f y  even  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  n e g o t i a t i o n .  

e r s h i p  a s  t a k i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  c a u t i o u s  and p a i n s t a k i n g  
a p p r o a c h ,  w i l l i n g  t o  absorb setbacks and resor t  t o  v a r i o u s  
h o l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  movement t o  "seize power.'' 
t h e  same t i m e ,  Chou made i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  i n  his 30 A p r i l  
s p e e c h  t h a t  Ma0 remained  de te rmined  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
g o a l i  of his I t c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion" - -a  fundamen ta l  reor- 
g a n i z a t i o n  of  h i s  p a r t y  and government p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  a 
new " l e a p  forward"  i n  C h i n a ' s  economic and s o c i a l .  develop-  
men t . 

A l l  i n  a l l ,  Chou ' s  speech r e v e a l e d  t h e  Maoist l ead -  

A t  

. .  
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