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CURRENT INTELLIGENCE STAFF STUDY 

MAO' TSE-TUNG AND HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 

I. REVOLUTION 

I 

Th is  is a working paper,  t h e  second of a series 
of papers on Ma0 Tse-tung as a Marxist philosopher.  
The first was addressed to Mao's alleged contr ibu-  
t i o n s  t o  dialectical materialism. O t h e r s  will be 
addressed to h i s  a l l e g e d  con t r ibu t ions  (some of them 
genuine) t o  other a s p e c t s  of historical materialism, 

The Sino-Soviet S tudies  Group would welcome com- 
ment on t h i s  paper.  The paper, l i k e  t h e  f i r s t ,  was 
w r i t t e n  by Arthur  Cohen of t h e  China  Division of t h e  
Sino-Soviet B l o c  Area, who is s tudying  a t  Stanford 
t h i s  academic yea r ;  so comment should again be ad= 
dressed ,tO!\tha. :8CC$ng: coordfhator 'oe' t h e  SS$G, ' who 
w i l l  forward it t o  M r .  Cohen, 



SUMMARY 

Chinese Communist spokesmen acknowledge t h a t  Mao's e a r l y  
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  Chinese r evo lu t ion  owes a gene ra l  debt t o  
Lenin and S t a l i n ,  bu t  they minimize t h a t  debt, and they con- 
ceal t h e  importance of Camintern d i r e c t i v e s  in Mao's e a r l y  
th inking .  A l l  of  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  claims for t h i s  e a r l y  work 
appear t o  be spur ious .  Mao's alleged "development" of the 
concept of "leadership of t h e  proletariat" in 1926 is not  an  
advance on Lenfn's p o s i t i o n  in 1912, and even his agreement 
w i t h  Lenin on t h i s  po in t  w a s  i n s e r t e d  i n t o  Mao's works many 
years later. Maovs alleged discovery t h a t  r evo lu t ions  in 
backward coun t r i e s  are p r imar i ly  peasant r evo lu t ions  w a s  
a n t i c i p a t e d  by Lenin, S t a l i n ,  and o t h e r  Chinese Communist 
leaders such as Peng Pai: S imi l a r ly ,  Lenin, no t  Mao, first 
emphasized t h e  importance of t h e  poor peasants  in a revolu- 
t i o n ,  and, w i t h  respect t o  t h e  r e e s i v e n e s s  of t h e  poor 
peasants  t o  Communist pa r ty  leadership, aga in  t h e  Chinese Cam- 

. .  munists have faked a date to credit Ma0 w i t h  making t h i s  po in t  
yea r s  before t h e  fact. Fur ther ,  Mao's alleged d iscovery  t h a t  
a pa r t  of t h e  bourgeois ie  was f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  r evo lu t ion  w a s  
simply a r e p e t i t i o n  of Lenin and S t a l i n .  
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Subsequently, Ma0 made two o r  perhaps three con t r ibu t ions  
t o  t h e  theory of revolu t ion .  One of these, a l though forced on 
him by circumstance, was t h e  concept of a n  i s o l a t e d  r u r a l  base 
area. Another, al though taken in part (perhaps in largest 
part)  from Chu Te, w a s  his d o c t r i n e  on g u e r r i l l a  warfare; So- 
v i e t  writers themselves have paid Ma0 t r i b u t e  in t h i s  f i e l d .  
The possible t h i r d ,  a development over  his e a r l y  th inking ,  
w a s  Mao's moderate and c o n c i l i a t o r y  l i n e  toward capitalists 
and t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  economy dur ing  a revolu t ion ,  a pol icy  which 
seems to have been troublesome t o  Moscow a t  t h e  t i m e .  However, 
another  of Mao's concepts of t h e  middle years, t h e  "paper 
tiger"--enjoining Communists t o  have f a i t h  in t h e i r  eventual  
triumph, bu t  t o  respect t h e  enemy i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t ua t ions - -  
which is presented as a "new development of enormous s i g n i f i -  
cance" in theory, is simply a p l a t i t u d e .  

The Chinese Communists b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mao's con t r ibu t ions  
t o  t h e  theory  of revolution-=whether false, t r u e ,  o r  p . la t i tu -  
dinous-are app l i cab le  t d  o t h e r  backward coun t r i e s .  For ex- 
ample, t h e  gloss on Mao's selected works contends t h a t  o t h e r  
"co lonia l  peoples," holding r u r a l  base areas, can wage a ' l o n g  
war t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  c i t i es  and win a total  v i c t o r y ,  j u s t  as 
t h e  Chinese Communists had done. 

- i -  I 
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MA0 TSE-TVNG AND HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 

I .  REVOLZPTION 

Introduction 

In his Dialectical and Historical Materialism of October 
1938, Stalin defines historical materialism as "an applica- 
tion of the principles of dialectical materialism to the 
phenomena of the life of society, to the study of society 
and its history.ft (1) This definition is too general and 
obscures Lenin's and Stalin's special way of treating the 
idea of historical materialism. 

Marx and Engels had discussed historical materialism ' 
with primary emphasis on the way in which the material pro- 
duction of goods is organized and the relations between the 
classes producing them. Revolution would occur almost 
spontaneously as the inevitable stages of class struggle 
developed. In their writings, the outline of the future 
society was vague, 

cisively, concentrating in their works more..on the tactics of 
revolution and less on the modes of production. That is, as 
actual leaders as well as theorists, they constantly attempted 
to gauge the strength of political and military forces and the 
possibilities of "pushing the revolution forward,'* relegating 
theoretical analysis of economic factors in any country to a 
secondary posftion. Thus Lenin says that, "we Marxists have 
always been proud of the fact that by a strict analysis of 
the laaaa'forces and mutual class relations we have been able 
to determine the expediency of this or that form of mass strug- 
gle." (2) The same is true of Ma0 Tse-tung, who, in his first 
Marxist-Leninistwork (31, Analysis of the Various Classes in 
Chinese Societe of March 1926 /hereafter, Analysis/, centers 
his attention on estimating th5 revolutionary potential of 
social classes in China. 

Lenin and Stalin shifted the emphasis slightly but de- 

Claims of Mao's Originality 

that Ma0 Tse-tung used Lenin's and Stalin's ideas in his 
Chinese Communist writers have agreed with Soviet writers 
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a n a l y s i s  of t h e  Chinese revolu t ion .  Thus Chang Ju-hsin states 
i n  1953 t h a t  i n  t h e  period of t h e  F i r s t  Revolutionary C i v i l  
War (1924-1927), "Comrade Ma0 Tse- tung . , . the  f a i t h f u l  s t u d e n t  
and comrade-in-arms of  S t a l i n ,  upheld t h e  s t andpo in t  of Lenin 
and S t a l i n  on problems of t h e  r evo lu t ion  i n  China." (4) 

Chang, however, impl ies  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a n  element of 
o r i g i n a l i t y  i n  Mao's a n a l y s i s :  "in 1926 ( t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
pub l i ca t ion  of S t a l i n ' s  Prospects  of t h e  Chinese Revolution),  
Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung pub'lisbed h i  s Analys is ,  i n  which h e  used 
as a basis t h e  t h e o r i e s  of Lenin and S t  a l i n  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a 
similar conclus ion  w i t h  t h a t  Of S t a l i n  on t h e  fundamental 
problems of t h e  Chinese revolut ion."  ( 5 )  That is, Chang seems 
td ' feel  t h a t  any c a r e f u l  Communist r eade r  wil l .know t h a t  Mao's 
Analysis  w a s  w r i t t e n  before S t a l i n ' s  Prospects, as these works 
were publ ished in March 1926 and November 1928 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Chang's implied claim t h a t  Ma0 w a s  a n  independent t h i n k e r  
on r evo lu t ion  i n  1926 is supported by politburo a l t e r n a t e  
Chen Po-ta, who i n s i s t s  t h a t ,  "Both in 1927...and afterwards ..,. opportuniats...obstructed t h e  d i sseminat ion  i n s i d e  t h e  
Chinese p a r t y  of S t a l i n ' s  many works on t h e  Chinese ques t ion .  
There were also language d i f f i c u l t i e s  and t h e  counterrevolu-  
t i o n a r y  blockade. For these- reasons,  many comrades i n  our 
par ty  who were a c t u a l l y  leakling t h e  Chinese r evo lu t ion  d i d  
not  have an  oppor tuni ty  t o  make a sys t ema t i c  s tudy  of S t a l i n ' s  
many works on China..,Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung was also one of 
them. I t  was only  after t h e  cheng feng movement i n  1942 t h a t  
S t a l i n ' s  works on China were -=-ally edited by ou r  
party...but despite t h e s e  obstacles i n  d isseminat ion ,  Comrade 

I . .  Ma0 Tse-tung h a s  been able t o  reach t h e  same conclusions as 

1 .  
I .  

S t a l i n  on many fundamental problems through h i s  independent 
thinking."  (6) Another writer sags t h a t  on lv  S t a l i n ' s  Rob- 

, blems 03 t h e  Chinese Revolution of -Apr i l  1927-was "publi- 
and c i rcu la ted ' '  i n C h i  na at  some unspec i f i ed  date between 1927 . 
and 1936 "under cond i t ions  of b i t t e r - f i g h t i n g  and White terror." 
(7) 

But ne i the r  Chang norChen makes any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
fact t h a t  t h e  real tactical p o l i c i e s ,  and t h e  theoretical  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  of these policies, were s e n t  t o  China i n  t h e  
form of numerous Comlntern d i r e c t i v e s  wi th  S t a l i n ' s  approval .  
(8) 

- 2 -  
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"Leadership of t h e  Pro1 e t  ar i a t  

t h e  Lenin-Stal ln  theory  concerning t h e  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  and developed t h i s  theory i n  a concre te  manner." 
(9) But how Mao had done t h i s ,  Chen never informs us .  Chang 
Ju-hsin implies  t h a t  Ma0 developed t h i s  theory i n  Analysis 
by po in t ing  o u t  t h a t ,  "The n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie ' s  a i m  of es- 

Chen Po-ta claims t h a t  Ma0 "cons i s t en t ly  adhered to . . .  

t a b i i s h i n g - a  s ta te  under its own r u l e  i s - imprac t icable  .?' (10) I 

Chang cont inues:  "The leader of t h e  Chinese bourgeois-demo- 
cratic revo lu t ion  a g a i n m e r i a l i s m  and feudal ism w i l l  no t  
be the  n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie ,  bu t  the proletariat, ' '  as t h i s  ita 
a ~%ourgeois-democratic r evo lu t ion  of a nBw type." (11) To 
set t le  t h e  matter dec i s ive ly ,  he quotes  f r o m  Analysis: "The 
l ead ing  force i n  our  r evo lu t ion  is t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  proletariat .'* 
a revo lu t ion  a g a i n s t  feudalism--one of h i s  r e v i s i o n s  of Marx 
and Engels. According to Marx and Engels,  r evo lu t ion  i n  
modern times w i l l  p rogress  i n  t w o  d i s t i n c t  stages: first, a 
lvbourgeois, democratic" revolu t ion  p l a c e s  t he  bourgeois ie  i n  
power af ter  an attack upon feudalism and monarchy, and, second, 
a %ocialistlV revo lu t ion  slowly ripens and overthrows the 
bourgeois ie ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a dictatorship of the  proletariat. 
Thus Engels says  in 1848~ "Fight on brave ly  then, gentlemen 
of capital .  We need your help: We need even'pour r u l e  upon 
occasions.  For it is you who must clear from our path t h e  
relics of t h e  Middle Ages and of abso lu t e  monarchy. 
abolish monarchy, you must c e n t r a l i z e ,  you must change t h e  
more or less d e s t i t u t e  classes i n t o  real proletar ians--re-  
cruits for us. It is your factories and trade connections 
t h a t  must l a y  the  foundations for t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of the  
p r o l e t a r i a t .  Your reward s h a l l  be a brief per iod  of r u l e .  
You s h a l l  dictate l a w s ,  and bask i n  t h e  sun of your own ma- 
Jes ty .  But  remember, 'The hangman's foot is upon the  thres- 
hold.  * (12) 

This  is merely Lenin's  view of p r o l e t a r i a n  leadership i n  

You must 

In h i s  Two T a c t i c s  of Social Democracy in t he  Democratic 
Revolution 02 June-July 1905 , however, Lenin i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h  e 
p r o l e t a r i a t  must not  be a s u b s i d i a r y  t o  the  bourgeoisie,  and 
tha t  it must become the  leader of t h e  bourgeois-democratic 
revolu t ion .  (13) "Marxism teaches t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  not  t o  
keep aloof  from t h e  bourgeois r evo lu t ion ,  not t o  be i n d i f f e r e n t  
t o  it, not t o  allow t h e  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  r evo lu t ion  t o  be as- 
sumed by t h e  bourgeoisie. ' '  (14) "The p r o l e t a r i a t ,  being, by 
v i r t u e  of its very pos i t i on ,  t h e  most advanced and t h e  only  con- 
s i s t e n t l y  revolu t ionary  class, is for that very reason called 
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upon. L t o  p lay  t h e  lead ing  p a r t  in' t h e  genera l  democratic 
revolu t ionary  movehent i n  I$ussia.tt (15) In t h e  A rariaq 
Program' of Social Democracy of November-DBcember: h e n i n  
nrst defines t h e  bourgeois-democratic r evo lu t ion  in Russia 
as a "peasant revolu t ion t t  and then  s a y s  t h a t ,  T h e  proletariat 
must i n  its own i n t e r e s t  assume t h e  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  peasant 
revolu t ion .  (16) 

Turning b i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o l o n i a l  revolutians--"national 
l i b e r a t i o n  movements in t h e  East"--Lenin a t  first does not  
stress p r o l e t a r i a n  l eade r sh ip  of t h e s e  "bourgeois, democratic" 
revo lu t ions  and seems t o  have be l ieved  t h a t  h i s  Two T a c t i c s  
t h e s i s  need not be amlied t o  China ts  bourgeois r evo lu t ion  
of 1911, In h i d  Democraoy and Narodism i n  China 
1912, Lenin c o n t r a s t s  the: bourgeois ie  of th e'West who are 
" ro t t en  t o  the corett  w i t h  Sun Yat-sen, "a revolu t ionary  demo- 
crat, who symbolizes t h e  - n Q b i l i t y  and heroism inhe ren t  i n  
a class t h a t  is on t h e  rise." H e  says :  **The Western bour- 
geoisie is i n  a state of decay; it is a l ready  confronted by 
its grave-digger-the proletariat. In A s i a ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  ' 

there is s t i lLa  bourgeois ie  capable of championing s i n c e r e ,  
m i l i t a n f ,  c o n s i s t e n t  democracy, a worthy comrade of France 's  
great en l igh tene r s  and great leaders of t h e  close of t h e  1 8 t h  
century.  *' &enin's emphasis7 (17) Continuing in an orthodox 
Marxist v d n ,  Lenin .points-to t h e  **virgin naivete"  of Sunts  
idea t h a t  %apital Ism can be *preventedt  in China," (18) and 
a s s i g n s  t h e  small Chinese proletariat only t b e  task of crit- 
i c i z i n g  Sunts u top ia s  w h i l e  it "defenckand develops t h e  revolu- 
tionary-democratic core of his p o l i t i c a l  and a g r a r i a n  program.tt 
(19) 

of July 

- 

1 

. I  

By November 1912, however, Lenin is prepared t o  r e t u r n  
t o  his Two Tactics t h e s i s  of p r o l e t a r i a n  ( t h a t  is, Communist 
pa r ty )  'leakiersbip of t h e  bourgeois-democratic r evo lu t ion .  In 
his Regenerated China, h e  says:  "China's freedom w a s  won by 
an  a n i a n c e  of peasant democracy and 
Whether t h e  peasants ,  without t h e  l eade r sh ip  of a p r o l e t a r i a n  
pa r ty ,  w i l l  be able t o  r e t a i n  their democratic positions 
a g a i n s t  t h e  liberals, who are only wai t ing  for a s u i t a b l e  mo- rn s h i f t  t o  t h e  Right- this  t h e  near f u t u r e  w i l l  show.** 
(20) -c m e n i n ' s  emphasis7 

When, therefore, S a t l i n  i n  May 1925 calls on s t u d e n t s  
in t h e  Universi ty  of t h e  Toilers of t h e  East t o  ttensure t h e  
hegemony of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t t t  in t h e  na t iona l - revolu t ionary  
b loc  (21) and Ma0 i n  March 1926 des igna te s  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

- 4 -  
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proletariat as t h e  " leading force"  i n  t h e  bourgeois-democratic 
r evo lu t ion ,  t hey  are not expounding a new idea .  

ano the r  ob jec t ion :  a t  no p o i n t  in t h e  o r i g i n a l  1926 version 
of Analys is  does Ma0 d e s i g n a t e  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  as t h e  "lead- 
ing- force. 
munist leaders a t  t h a t  time were cayrying o u t  Comintern di-  
r e c t i v e s ,  which des igna ted  the Kucmintang (m) as a bloc of 
fou r  classes and BS t h e  ttIeaTGty of China's democratic rev- 
o l u t i o n .  The sen tence  which Chaag is emphatic in quoting- 
'The l ead ing  force i n  o u r  r evo lu t ion  is t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  pro- 
letariat"--was i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  1951 ve r s ion  of Analysis .  

The I l p o r t a n c e  of t h e  Peasants  

Chang Ju-hsin also claims t b a t  Ma0 solved t h e  problem of 
all ies i n  t h e  Chinese r evo lu t ion .  Chang states t h a t ,  "Comrade 
Ma0 Tse-tung developed Lenin 's  and Skalin's d i r e c t i v e s  on the 
s p e c i a l  and important  role Of t b e  peasant  ques t ion  in c o l o n i a l  
and semicolonia l  r evo lu t iona ry  movements, making a complete 
estimate of t h e  peasants '  revolu tsonary  att i tude.  He said 
t h a t  t h e  poor and middle peasants ,  who compromise more than  
80 percent  of China's popula t ion ,  are t h e  most important  and 
reliable a l l y  of t h e  proletariat in t h e  democratic revolu- 
t ion ."  (23) A n a l  sis (March 1926) and Report, of a n  Inves t iga-  
t i o n  I n t o  t h e  easan Movement i n  Hunan-(&a r c h  1927) /b ere- 
after, Heport/, Cbang cont inues ,  eon ta in  MaoW con t r ibu t ion .  

I n  Anal sis, Ma0 says t h a t ,  W m  overwhelming ma jo r i ty  
of t h e  sem + enant  peasants ,% t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  poor peasants ,  
c o n s t i t u t e  a very large s e c t i o n  of t h e  masses in t h e  country- 
side, The 'peasapt problem' is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e i r  problem." 
(24) 
more f o r c e f u l l y  i n  Report ,  t h e  m w t  s t r i k i n g  t h i n g  he  eve r  
wrote : 

The main force in t h e  count rys ide  which h a s  g l - .  
ways put  up t h e  bitterest f i g h t  is t h e  poor peasants .  
From t h e  period of underground o rgan iza t ion  t o  t h a t  
of open o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  poor peasan t s  have fought 
m i l i t a n t l y  a l l  a long ,  They accept  most w i l l i n g l y  t h e  
l eade r sh ip  of t h e  Communist pa r ty .  
l iest  enemies of t h e  local bulliee and bad gen t ry  and 

Returqing t o  Chang's and Chen's  chiins, they  are open t o  

Because Ma0 and t h e  other Chinese Com- Why not?  

(22) 

Yao c e n t e r s  h3.s a t t e n t i o n  on the poor peasants  even 

They are t h e  dead- 

- ., 
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.attack.*their s t rongholds  without t h e  s l i g h t e s t  h e s i t a -  
t ion . . . ,  They are t h e  backbone of t h e  Peasant As-  
s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  vanguard i n  overthrowing t h e  feudal  
fo rces  , -endfl.~en-dFdr&hoat*eFoea PPbO *have accomplished 
t h e  great revolut ' ionary undertaking lef t  unaccomplfshed 
for many years. Without t h e  poor peasaa t s  ( t h e  'riff- 
raff' as t h e  gen t ry  call them) it would never have been 
p o s s i b l e  t o  b r i n g  about i n  t h e  count rys ide  t h e  present  
s ta t  8 0fU?WW~%tiW&r~'' Ctr"6V@t%'l'i~o'SP"t'hB. 'lac8 1 . bu l l  ies and 
t h e  bad gen t ry ,  or t o  complete t h e  democratic revolu- 
t i o n .  Being t h e  most revolu t ionary ,  t h e  poor peasants  
bave won t h e  leadership i n  t h e  Peasant Association... .  
This  l eade r sh ip  of t he -  poor peasants  is abso lu te ly  
necessarv.  With out  t h  e DOOr Deasants t h e r e  can be no . - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - 
revolut ion.  To reject th em is to reject t h  e revolu- 
t i o n ,  To attack them is t o  attack t h e  revolu t ion .  The ~ 

gene ra l  d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  bave taken i n  t h e  revolu t ion  
has never been wr'ong. 
Report7 (25) 

According t o  Chang, therefore, Ma0 demonstrated o r i g i n a l -  

- fimphasis i n  o r i g i n a l  1926 

i t y  by maintaingng' that  (1) revo lu t ions  i n  backwaril coun t r i e s  
(such as China) are pr imari ly  peasant r evo lu t ions  and (2) t h e  
poor peasants  are t h e  most important force and reliable a l l y  
In these revolu t ions .  

1. Revolutions i n  Backward Countr ies  A r e  P r imar i ly  
Peasant Revolutions 

I n  view of Lenin 's  statemehts as w e l l  as S t a l i n ' s  and 
those of s e v e r a l  Chinese Communists, Ma0 appears  n6.b t o  have 
made a con t r ibu t ion  t o  theory  on t b i s  p o i n t .  For it was 
Lenin who departed from Marx's r e luc t ance  to  use t h e  peasants  
as an important revolu t ionary  f i g h t i n g  force. I n  h i s  A r a r i a n  
Program of Soc ia l  Democracy of November-December 1907,'-fiZE- 
emphatically states t h a t ,  *he a g r a r i a n  ques t ion  f ln  Russia7 
is t h e  basis of t h e  bourgeois-democratic revolu t izn . . . .  fi 
must bave a clear idea of t h e  character and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 
p rec i se ly  t h e  peasant  a g r a r i a n  r evo lu t ion  as one of t h e  
v a r i e t i e s  of bourgeois  revolut ion. t*  Further :  'The peasant 
r eva lu t ion ,  as Kautsky j u s t l y  pointed o u t ,  leads also t o  s ta te  
bankruptcy, i.e., it damages t h e  i n t e r e s t s  not  only of t h e  
Russian, bu t  of t h e  whole i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bourgeoisie. t t  Fur- 
t h e r :  "A s e c t i o n  of t h e  Marxists,  t h e  R i g h t  wing, p e r s i s t e n t -  
l y  made s h i f t  w i t h  a n  abstract, stereotyped conception of t h e  

\ . . *  
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bourgeois revolution, and failed to perceive the peculiar 
features of the present bourgeois revolution, which is 

on the 
other hand..,singled out the concept of peasant revolution 
as one of the vaTieties of bourgeois revolution,..; Thus 
we see that Plekhanov completely collapsed on the qqes- 
tion of fundamentals of theygeneral Social-Democratic tac- 
tics in a bourgeois revolution that can be victorious only 
as a peasant revolution." (26) 

Later, turning to the task of formulating Communist 
tactics for backward countries of the Wear East and Asia, 
Lenin is effect eees only t h e  peasants as the revolutionary 
force. It is as a proponent of peasant revolutionary move- 
ments that Lenin speaks to the Second Congress of the 
Comintern in July 1920: 

precisely a peasant revolution.. . ,. The Bolsheviks, I 
c 

I 

I 
I 

ant Boviets, the loviets of the toiling people every- 
where...and to try, wherever conditions permit, to 
create peasant Soviets or Hoviets of t h e  toilers. (27) 

Actually, despite Lenin's directives on the importance 
of peaeant revolutions for backward countries, most of the 
very early leaders of the Chinese Communist party (CCP) di- 
rected their activities toward organizing the urban working 
class, which was small in numbers. (28) But at least one 
prominent Chinese Communist leader, Peng Pai, wbo in the 
late .192O's became a politburo member, carried out Lenin's 
Instruction to organize peasant sloviets. 
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In 1921, one year  af ter  h e  became 4 member of t h e  CCP, 

H e  organ- 
Peng Pai went&b%4dbangtnng countpyeide t o  carry o u t  "organ- 
i z a t i o n  and propagandan work, among t h e  peasants.  
ized t h e  first v i l l a g e  peasants '  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  China in 
Kwangtung province which, by September 1922, had e n r o l l e d  
more t h a n  500 members. On 1 January 1923, t h e  Haifeng County 
Peasants' Associat ion w a s  fomnally established w i t h  a mem- 
be r sb ip  of about 20,000 f a m i l i e s  of lOO{OOO persons,  or one- 
quarter of t h e  populat ion of t h e  count&;.. By mid-1923, h e  
established t h e  Kwangtung P rov inc ia l  a s a n t ' s  Associat ion 
and raised t h e  s logan,  "Down w i t h  t h e  landowners! Long l i v e  
t h e  peasants!" Demands for reduct ion  of land r e n t  became 
demands for its to ta l  S b o l i t i o n ,  Peasant struggles a g a i n s t  
l and lo rds  and local officials spread  throughout Kwangtung 
Province and i n t o  Hupeh and Hunan. Peasant associations 
wereif i rmly established in Honan by September 1925. In 
Hunan, by late November 1926, there were 54 hs len ,  w i t h  a 
tcitslregistered membership in t h e  peasants  a m a t i o n s  of 
1,071,1377. By January 1927--wben Ma0 began h i s  inves t iga-  
t ion- th is  number exceeded 2,000,0000(29) Peng:Pai se t  up 
t h e  first peasant Soviet in China--the Xaifeng Soviet  Repub- 
l i c  of Kwangtung-in Novenlber 1927. (30) 

Peasant revolu t ion  was r a p i d l y  developing in t h e  r u r a l  
areas when t h e  KMT began its own revolu t ionary  activities 
among t h e  peasants  in 1924. In August 1926, t h e  KMT Peasant 
Department publ ished its d e c l a r a t i o n  of Current T a c t i c s  for 
t h e  Peasant Movement in Hullan, which ex tens ive ly  d iscussed  
pol iuies  for expanding aqd s t rengthening  Bunan's peasant  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  (31) e s p e c i a l l y  amoqg t h e  ''poor peasants." 
Mao did not  go out  t o  hspsct these EIunan a s s o c i a t i o n s  for 
t h e  Cen t ra l  Committee of t h e  CCP un t i l  e a r l y  1927, when he  
was also t r a i n i n g  a o t i v i s t s  for t h e  peasant movement f o r  t h e  
KMT. 

., 

Thus Ma0 was nbD a newuomer as a peasant organizer  and , i n spec to r ,  Moreover, h e  gas not  t h e  first Chinese Communist  
t o  emphasize t h e  importance of t h e  peasants ,  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  Peng Pai ,  s e v e r a l  Coprmunist writers work- 
ing  w i t h  t h e  RIAT's Peasant Department placed aikmost exc lus ive  
emphasis on t h e  peasants.  In August 1925, they were dersig- 
nated t h e  "major force f o r  des t roying  feudalism" by t h e  Com- 
munist Kan Nai-kuang. Kan s a y s  t h a t ,  "The peasant class is 
t h e  b a s i c  class of t h e  n a t i o n a l  revolu t ion .  In other words, 
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t h e  peasantry is : the main force of t h e  national r e v o l u t i o n i n  
H e  e x p l i c i t l y  r e v e r s e s  t h e  view held by Marxists,  and, more 
o f t e n  than  no t ,  by Len in ip t s ,  on t h e  role of t h e  peasants  
as an  a l l y  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t :  "We cons ider  t h a t  t h e  work- 
i n g  class is t h e  most reliable a l l y  of t h e  peasants." (32) 

S t a l i n ,  too ,  had underscored t b e  importance of a peas- 
a n t  r evo lu t ion  f o r  China be fo re  Ma0 stressed t h e  poin t .  Thus 
t h e  Tbeses of t h e  Seventh Plenum of t h e  Comitern Executive 
Committee which S t a l i n  and Bukharin drafted w i t h  t h e  assist- 
ance of Tan Ping-shan, t h e  Chinese Communist  delegate, i n  
November 1926 states: 

Not t o  deal boldbwith t h e  a g r a r i a n  ques t ion ,  
no t  t o  suppor t  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  t h e  poli t ical  and 
economic aims of t h e  peasant masses would be a real 
danger b b r . t h e  revolu t ion .  I t  would be wrong not  
t o  place t h e  program of t h e  peasant movement first 
I n  t h e  program of n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  for fear of 
a l i e n a t i n g  t h e  uncer ta in  and pe r f id ious  cooperat ion 
of a p a r t  of the c a p i t a l i s t  class. (33) 

I n  h i s  Prospects  of t h e  Revolution in China of November 1926, 
S t a l i n  c'onsldered as correct t h  e view of Tan Ping-shan, who 
maintained t h a t  t h e  immediate s a t i s f a c t i o n  of t h e  m o s t  urgent 
peasant demands is an *'essential condi t ion  for t h e  v i c t o r y  
of t h e  Chinese revolu t ion ."  (34) 

Peasant r evo lu t ion  w a s  i n  t h e  a i r .  Inasmuch as l and  
h e l d  by KMT officers was not  t o  be conf i sca t ed ,  KMT dele- 
gate Shao Li-tzu reported t o  the November 1926 Comintern 
plenum t h a t ,  "Comrade Chiang Kai-shek declared in h i s  speech 
be fo re  t h e  members of t h e  KMT t h a t  t h e  Chinese revolu t ion  
s o u l d  be unthinkable  i f  it were unable  t o  s o l v e  c o r r e c t l y  
the agra r i an ,  i.e., t h e  peasant question." (35) 

, 

2. The Poor Peasants  are t h e  Most Important Force and 

.Lenin, not  Mao, first underscored t h e  importance of t h e  
poor peasants  i n  a revolu t ionary  movement. 
=ram of Socia l  Democracy of 1907, Lenin speaks of t h e  
7tpoor peaBantrg" Which he  describes as crushed by t h e  feudal  
landlords .  A8 also d i s t i n g u i s h e s  a s m a l l  group of "middle 
peasants , t t  who possess:laod s u f f i c i e n t  t o  conduct farming i n  

Reliable Ally 

In h i s  Agrarian 
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a tolerable way, a small group of "well-to-do peasants , "  and 
"feudal l a t i f u n d i a . "  (36) In a work w r i t t e n  t w o  years ear- 
l ier ,  h e  speaks of a " ru ra l  p r o l e t a r i a t "  and says t h a t  nwe 
l a y  t h e  main emphasis on.. . the specgal  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  
r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n t o  a class par ty&we are keen on revolu- 
t i ona ry  peasant committees.... Class antagonism between t b e  
r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  and t h e  peasant bourgeois ie  is i n e v i t a b l e ,  
and w e  r evea l  it i n  advance, expla in  it and prepare  for t h e  
struggle on t h e  baL5s of it-:** (37) /Cen invs  eapha:sis'/ - - 

, . .  
, 

Thus Lenin seems t o  use  t h e  des igna t ion  " r u r a l  proletariat" 
as Engels had done i n  his The Peasant Question in France and 
Germany of 1894, t h a t  i e r ,  as poor farm workers as ciisti nc t 
from b'ig and small landowners. For Lenin, it is t h e  rural 
p r o l e t a r i a t  who w i l l  make the r evo lu t ion  i n  t h e  countryside.  

Returning t o  Mao's Report, viewed in its time and cir- 
cumstance@, Communists seem not t o  have considered it as a 
heresy. Because EIlrfDll revolu t ion  was r a p i d l y  inc reas ing  in 
1925 and because Stal in  had designated it t h e  " e s s e n t i a l  
condi t ion  f o r  t h e  v i c t o r y  of t h e  Chinese r evo lu t ionn  in No- 
vember 1926, t h e  Report of March 1927 seemed a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
t h e  time. It app-y was a f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e  estimate of 
t h e  revolu t ionary  p o t e n t i a l  and total  forces of the peasants  
in Hunan. To provide  an  accu ra t e  picture of the peasants  as 
he s a w  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Ma0 gave t h e  peasants  credit for 70 
percent  of t h e  revolu t ionary  work in Hunan and a t t r i b u t e d  
only 30 percent  t o  t h e  Hunan urban dwellers and m i l i t a r y  u n i t s .  

That t h i s  was viewed as a u s e f u l  estimate of t h e  peas- 
a n t s '  revolu t ionary  enthusaism rather than  a piece of here- 
t ical  w r i t i n g  is suggested by t h e  fact t h a t  it was r e p r i n t e d  
by t h e  Russian-dominated CCP i n  its official j o u r n a l  (38) as 
well as by Moscow. (39)  

Simi la r ly ,  Peng Pai's reports of experiences in organiz- 
ing t h e  first peasants '  a s soc ia t ion  i q  China i n  early 1920's 
and t h e  f i r s t  peasant  Soviet  in 1927 were r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  
Soviet  pub l i ca t ion  I n t e a a t i o n a l  Li te t -a ture  (1932). Moscow 
did this, despi te  the fact  t h  a t  Peng speaks almost e x c l w i v e -  
l g  of t h e  peasants '  revolu t ionary  a c t i v i t y  ,without any signif- 
i c a n t  urban support .  In describing Haifeng County as d iv ided  
i n t o  t w o  big camps--tllandowners and t h e  peasants**-'-Peng speaks 
of t h e  workers not  as leadera bu t  as s u b s i d i a r y  allies of t h e  
peasants '  
That is t h e  ex ten t  of his discuss ion  of t h e  workers. 

?'The workers were on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  peasants. t* (40) 
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In October 1951, however, when t h e  Winese  Communists 
were Iabor ing  t o  b u i l d  Ma0 Tse-tung's prestige as a n  eminent 
theoriglt , ' t h e  emphasis on r e p o r t a r i a l  .accur@cy .wasi\p3placed. 
The new emphasis w a s  on d o c t r i n a l  matur$ty, on t h e o r e t i c a l  
excel lence.  What i n  March 1927, and i& t h e  year.$ immedi- 
a t e l y  fol lowing,  was viewed as a goodl on-the-spot account 
of t h e  Hunan peasant  r e v o l t s ,  i n  October 1981 was viewed as 
a t * b r i l l i a n t t t  Marxist-Leninist  theoretical a n a l y s i s  of t h e  
Chinese r evo lu t ion  i n  genera l .  A s  such,  it w a s  subjec ted  I 

t o  t h e  test of d o c t f i n a l  rather than  practical accuracy, 
and as a r e s u l t ,  t h e  sen tence  s l i g h t i n g  t h e  "urban dwellers?* 
role i n  t h e  Hunan r e v o l t s  w a s  deleted. (41) 

q u a ,  
theorist' L i  Ta claims t h a t ,  "In t h e  Report, Comrade Ma0 Tse- 
tung established t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o w m n  of t h e  worker- '. 
peasant a l l i ance .* '  (42) But i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  vers ion  of t h e  
Report, Ma0 does no t  mention t h e  "worker-peasant a l l i ance .**  
h m r  theor i s t ,  Chu Chien-nung, claims that i n  t h e  Report 
Ma0 solved  t h e  ques t ion  of leadership of t h e  peasant m- 
t i o n .  To prove t h i s  doctr . ina1 po in t ,  Cbu cites t h e  follow- 
i n g  sen tence  from t h e  Report: "The poor paasants  accept  
most w i l l i n g l y  t h e  lea-p of t h e  Communist (43) 
But t h i s  c r u c i a l  sen tence  appears only i n  t h e  1951 ve r s ion  
of t h e  Report as a n  i n s e r t i o n ;  it w a s  no t  i n  t h e  1927 orf- 
g i n a l .  m h e  Comintern bad des igna ted  t h e  KMT as leader 
of t h e  n a t i o n a l  r evo lu t ion ,  no t  t h e  CCP. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  Ma0 
was working f o r  t h e  KMT as w e l l  as for t h e  CCP, and h i s  Re- 
p o r t  w a s  therefore published not  only i n  t h e  CCP's o f f i c n  
organ and i n  MOSCOW, but  also i n  t h e  weekly pub l i ca t ion  of 
t h e  Cent ra l  Executive C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  KMT. (44) 

I 

A d o c t r i n a l  conten t  was supp l i ed  by i n s e r t i o n .  

7 

The Bourgeois A l l y  

Regarding t h e  ques t ion  of all ies,  L i  Ta claims t h a t  i n  
Analysis,  Ma0 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Chinese bourgeois ie  is 
d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  bourgeois ie  i n  capitalist c o u n t r i e s  and 
"came t o  t h e  conclusion" t h a t  t h e  "lsft-wing of t h e  n a t i o n a l  
bour eoisie could be f r i e n d l y  toward t h e  revolu t ion ."  Li + asser s a t  by inc luding  t h e  "na t iona l  bmrgeoisie'* i n  t h e  
worker-led un i t ed  f r o n t  of peasants and p e t t y  bourgeois ie ,  
**...Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung h a s  f u r t h e r  developed t h e  Marxist- 
Len in i s t  theory  of classes.** "Clearly, Analysis established 
t h e  theory of a revolu t ionary  un i t ed  f r o n t  led by t h e  workers," 
(45) 
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Li mentions no early Communist literature on the subject 
of the national bourgeoisie probably because his claims would 
crumble were he to do so. For Lenin and Stalin were explicit 
in discussing the "revolutionary" section of the bourgeoisie. 

Thus in h i s  The Stages, Trends, and Prospects of the 
Revolution of 190@, Lenin makes a distinction between two 
sections of the RussAan bsurgeoisie: ". . .The  labor movement 
flares up into a direct revolution, while the liberal bour- 
geoisie has already united in a Constftutional-Democratic 
party and thinks of stopping the revolution by compromising 
with tsarism. 
and petty bourgeoisie a n i n e d  to enter into an alliance 
with the proletariat for the continuation of the revolution.... I* - nenin's emphasis7 - (46) 

* 

But the radical elements of the bourgeoisie 

Discussing revolution in backward countries, particularly 
in China, Stalin in 1925 speaks of the split of the "nation- 
al bourgeoisie,,.into a revolutionary and an anti-revolu- 
tionary wing." "Hence the task of the Communist elements in 
the colonial countries is to link up with the revolutionary 
elements of the bourgeoisie...." (47) When, therefore, 
roughly one year later Ma0 says in Analysis that '*some sec- 
tions" of the "middle class" (i.e., the national bourgeoisie) 
will ttturn left and join the ranks of the revolution" and 
the other section will become anti-revolutionary (48), he is 
merely repeating Stalin's formulation. 

But in order to credit Mao with originality, Li Ta cites 
Chen Po-ta's statement that Ma0 in the 1920's "did not have 
an opportunity to make a systematic study of Stalin's many 
works on China." (See page ~wRo,", above) The whole basis 
of Chen's argument is untenable. Few Communist leaders, if 
any, bad t h e  opportunity to make a "systematicrt study of 
Stalin's "many" works on China. The point id that they re- 
ceived his directives on policy regularly and in considerable 
detail through Comintern channels. These directives in- 
cluded the matter of a united front with the ttrevolutionary** 
section of the bourgeoisie-a distinction which appears fre- 
quently in the writings of early Chinese Communist leaders. 

In at least one decisive case, the Comintera directive 
was given forcefully and orally in Moscow. At the Fourth 
Congress of the Communist International, which met from 5 No- 
vember to 5 December 1922, Karl Radek attacked the Chtnese 

- 12 - 



I 
i . .  

d e l e g a t e s  for being too "left ist** i n  t h e i r  view of t h e  bour- 
geoisie. "You must understand, comrades, t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  
ques t ion  of socialism nor  6f t h e  Soviet  r e p u b l i c  is now t h e  
o rde r  of t h e  day. . . t h e  immediate task is: (a) t o  organize  
t h e  young working class; (b) t o  a d j u s t  its r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e  r e v o h t i o n a r x  bourgeois ie  elements i n  o rde r  t o  orgariize 
t h e  str 
i s m .  ** L F emphasis supplied? - (49) 

To sum up, Ma0 Tse-tung d id  not make a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  theory  of historical materialism i n  his earliest works, . 
Analysis  and Report. 

The Rural Base Area 

i n  t h e  actual d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  pa r ty  i n  r evo lu t ion ,  a leader 
c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  theo ry  of h i s t o r i c a l  materialism as w e l l .  
This  is t r u e ,  and it is in t h i s  area t h a t  Mao- h a s  made a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r ibu t ion  t o  t h e  theory of revolu t ion .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Chen Po-ta claims t h a t  Ma0 "...worked o u t  
a series of complete conclusions: ... t h a t  it was possible 
for t h e  revolu t ion  t o  achieve  v i c t o r y  first i n  t h e  country- 
side a n d ' t h a t  it was poss ib l e  t o  es tabl ish long-term revolu- 
t ionary bases there. (* 

gle a g a i n s t  Euro ean and Asiatic - n a p a n e s e 7  - imperial- 

But Communists say  t h a t  i n  t h e  actual conduct of l i fe ,  

(50)  

Ma0 and h i s  suppor t e r s  apparent ly  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e y  had 
l i t t l e  choice but  t o  achieve  W i c t o r y  first i n  t h e  country-, 
side." In h i s  The Chinese Revolution and t h e  CCP of Decem- 
ber 1939, Ma0 s a y s  t h a t  s i n c e  vvpowerful imperiali'sm and its 
reac t iona ry  al l ies i n  China have occupied China:!S key cit ies 
for a long t i m e . . . , "  t h e  r a l a t i v e l y  w e a k  Communists %ust 
b u i l d  t h e  backward v i l l a g e s  i n t o  advanced, consol ida ted  base 
areas." (51) The idea of a r u r a l  base area is a contr ibu-  
t i o n  t o  t h e  Marxist-Leninist t heo ry  of revolu t ion .  

The p r e r e q u i s i t i e s  for e s t a b l i i s h i n g  "long-term revolu- 
t i o n a r y  bases" in t h e  count rys ide  are enumerated by Ma0 i n  
November 1928. In h i s  The Btruggle  i n  Chingkang Mountains, 
Ma0 says t h a t  i n  order t o  surv ive ,  ans " i s o l a t e d  basev1 ~(om 
r e q u i r e s ,  "(I) a sound mass basis, (2) a f i r s t - r a t e  p a r t y  
organiza t ion ,  (3) a Red Army of adequate s t r e n g t h ,  (4) a 
t e r r a i n  favorable  t o  m i l i t a r y  opera t ions ,  qnd ( 5 )  economic 
s t r e n g t h  s u f f i c i e n t  for  self-support .** (53) We can agree 
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w i t h  Chen Po-tats  s ta tement  th tk t ,  "TO establish revolu t ionary  
bases by armed force was t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  of t h e  road along 
which Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung led t h e  r evo lu t ion  t o  nation-wide 
v i c to ry .  (54) 

G u e r r i l l a  Warfare 

Chea s i n g l e s  o u t  guerrilla warfare, as w e l l  as r u r a l  
bases, as a n  important component of Mao's theory  of revolu- 
t i o n .  Chen says: "The main strategy of t h e  revolu t ionary  
war as expounded by Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung was t o  develop 
g u e r r i l l a  warfare to  t h e  f u l l e s t  poss ib l e  ex ten t  and on a 
large scale and then ,  under c e r t a i n  cond i t ions ,  after t h e  
growth o f . o u r  s t r e n g t h ,  t o  t ransform it i n t o  r egu la r  war- 
fare.. . . '' (55 )  Chbn then quotes  f r o m  Mao's The Chinese 
Revolution and t h e  CPP: '*...the protracted revolu t ionary  
s t r u g g l e  conducted i n  such revolu t ionary  bases is c h i e f l y  a 
peasant  g u e r r i l l a  war led by t h e  Chinese Communist p a r t y . . . . "  

I 1 

i. , 

j 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

Chinese claims for t h e  o r i g i n a l i t y  of Mao's theory of 
g u e r r i l l a  warfare tactics--some of which h e  took from Chu I 

Te--are marked by considerable  detail.  '*In t h i s  series of 
l e c t u r e s  /& Pro t r ac t ed  War, 26 May t o  3 June 19387, Comrade I 

Ma0 Tse-tung...worked o u t  h'is strategic concept of "conduct- 
ing  independent and isolated g u e r r i l l a  warfare i n  mountainous 
t e r r a i n '  and 'p rosecut ing  pr imar i ly  g u e r r i l l a  warfare coupled I 
w i t h  a war of movement i n  favorable  circumstances '  for t h e  
Eighth  Route Army and t h e  New Fourth Army." (56 )  "With I 
regard t o  t h e  problem of engaging t h e  enemy, it w a s  Comrade I 

Ma0 Tse-tung who always determined m i l i t a r y  strategy and 
m i l i t a r y  art .  Precisely coinc ident  With t h e  promulgation 
of g u e r r i l l a  warfare, h e  created h i s  famous 16-word formula- 
t i on :  'Enemy advances, w e  retire. Enemy tarries, w e  harass, 
Enemy tires, w e  f i g h t .  Enemy retires, w e  pursue.!..!.  To 
summarize t h e ' 2 5  yea r s  of experience i n  g u e r r i l l a  warfare, 
Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung wrote  many famous m i l i t a r v  treatises: 

I 

I 

S t r a t e g i c  Problems of China's Revolutionary War, Strategic 
h o b l e m s  of t h  e Anti-Japanese G u e r r i l l a  War, etc: In these 
works, h e  exp la ins  t h e  sources ,  na ture ,  a n d  theories of w a r  
involved i n  strategic mi l i t a ry  th inking ,  t h e  laws of war, 
and even problems of m i l i t a r y  art. . . ." (57)  

- 14  - 
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  importance is also claimed f o r  Mao's guer- 
r i l la warfare theories. TEus Kuan Meng-chueh i n  1952 states 
t h a t  Mao's Strategic Probblems of C h i n a ' s  Revolutionary War 
of December 1936 '*...is one of t h e  most b r i l l i  a n t  Marxist 
works of t h e  world CQIUmuniSt movement on m i l i t a r y  science." 
(58 )  Kuan's s ta tement  carries cons iderable  a u t h o r i t y ,  as h e  
seems to have taken i t  verbatim from t h e  30 Years of t h e  CCP 
of J ~ l y ~ l D 5 1 , ~ ~ w h & c h  t h u s  far is the lon ly  off ic ia l  h i  s t o r y  of 
t h e  CCP. 

I 

Despi te  t h e i r '  r e f e rences  t o  Lenin and S t a l i n ,  Soviet  , 
writers had paid Ma0 great t r i b u t e  i n  d i scuss ing  h i s  treaties 
on g u e r r i l l a  warfare. Thus i n  ddscussing Strategic Problems 
of China's Revolutionary War, M. Mitin states! " I C  i s an  
extremely va luable  and usefu l  m i l i t a r y  text...Mao shows him- 
self to be not  only a major m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e  and leader of 
great dimensions, bu t  also a m i l i t a r y  t h e o r e t i c i a n  who s k i l l -  
f u l l y  and c r e a t i v e l y  applied Lenin's  and S t a l i n ' s  ideas i n  
t h e  concre te  condi t ions  of t h e  revolu t ionary  war i n  China." 
(59) I. Plyshevskiy and A. Sobalev state t h a t ,  'Wao Tse- 
.tung's working ou t  of strategic and tactical problems is an  
important con t r ibu t ion  t o  t h e  -art of warfare.n (60) T h i s  
Plyshevskiy-dobolev s ta tement ,  which was made i n  a review of 
t h e  second volume of t R e  Russian e d i t i o n  of Mae's Beledted 
Works is one of t h e  m o s t  unequivocal t r i b u t e s  t o  ?dao ever  
m a d e y  Soviet  writers. 

The idea of revolu t ionary  g u e r r i l l a  warfare as it w a s  
f u l l y  developed by Ma0 Tse-tung appears t o  be another  con- 
t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  Marxist-Leninist t heo ry  of revolu t ion .  

whom Major Evans F. Carlson, an  early on-the-spot observer 
of Chinese Red A r m y  tactics, described as "pre-eminent i n  
h i s  f i e l d . "  (61) I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine t h e  ex ten t  
of Mao*s debt t o  Chu on t h e  matter of strategy and tactics. 
In any case, Chu steps aside: 

, 
Mae's teacher i n  g u e r r i l l a  warfare tactics was Chu Te, (> 

~ We m u s t  not  absorb fQPeign c o u n t r i e s '  theories ... mechanically and regard them as unchanging dogmas. 
The Great Revolution, t h e  Agrarian Revolution, and 
t h e  War of Resis tance have given b i r t h  t o  a correct 
m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e . . . i t  is a m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  t h a t  has  
both theory and p r a c t i c e  ... t h e  many books on warfare 
w r i t t e n  by Comrade Mao Tse-tung are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

.c 

- 15 - 



. .  . . .  
. .  

, .  

works of this new military science...the strategy 
of the peoplevsar is t h e  outstanding result of 
Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung's method of waging war. 
Emphasis supplies7 - (62) - 

This is Chu's tribute to Ma0 in April 1945.. 

To sum up, Mao made at least two contributions to the 
Marxist-LeninSStttheory of revolution. These are: the idea 
of forming rural revolutionary bases which were self-sus- 
taining, and the idea of expanding and systematizing guer- 
rilla warfare tactics. 

Conailiation of the Capitalists 
I .  - 

1 .  

- Ma0 seems to have made a third contribution as well. 
Regarding the questdon of the "revolutionary section" of 

I the national bourgeoisie (also designated as the "middle 
bourgeoisie"), Ma0 in his earliest works merely repeated 
the formulations of Stalin and of Canintern directives. An 
alliance with the ltmiddle bourgeoisiet* meant an alliance 
with political leaders; that is, $rrith the "left This 
was to be a united front "from above"; a direct appea, to 
the economic interests of businessmen was not envisaged. 

But in his later works, Ma0 attempts to gain the maximum 
number of allies by a direct appeal tosthe economic inter- 
ests of businessmen in the "national" or "middlet1 bourgeoisie, 
In effect this is a united front "from below," as it included 
a promise to protect their profits and was not restricted to 
political leaders. Thus in his The Present Situation and 
Our Tasks of' December 1947, Mao states: !*All th at th e New 
Democracy revolution aims to ellhminate aye feudalism and 
monopoly capitalism, the landlord class and the bureaucratic- 
bourgeoisie, not capitalism in general nor the petty bour- 
geoisie nor the middle bourgeoisie ..., 
capitalist economy of the petty bourgeoisie and the middle 
bourgeoisie must still be permitted for a long period of 
time." (63) 

policy of tolerance towards Russian capitalists during the 
New Economic Policy (NEP) period. First, it envisaged the 
existence of a Capitalist economy for a ttlon@ period rather 
than for a temporary interval. Second, Lenin carried out 

The existence of the 

In two respects, Maoos statement goes beyond Lenin's 
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t h e  NEP a f t e r  t h e  Bolsheviks took over na t iona l  power, bu t  
Ma0 p l e d w o  p r o t e c t  t h e  economic i n t e r e s t s  of c a p i t a l i s t  
be fo re  t h e  CCP took power. 

c a p i t a l i s t s  and c a p i t a l i s t  economy during a r evo lu t ion  w a s  
unprecedented, and.troublesome for Moscow, is suggested by 
t h e  mknner i n  which  t h e  Cominform j o u r n a l  publ ished Mao's 
The Present  S i t u a t i o n  and Our Tasks. Included among t h e  
d e l e t i o n s  which  t h  e Cominfom editors made i n  republ i sh ing  
it is &Woos s ta tement  on s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  "middle bourgeois ie"  
and cap i t a l i sm.  (64) 

But Maoos idea h a s  been maintained in t h e  CCP. I n  t h e i r  
review of t h e  f o u r t h  volume of Mao's Selected Works, t w o  Chi-  
nese t h e o r i s t s  s ta te :  
t h a t ,  w i t h  regard t o  t b e  n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie ,  w e  should not  
only win them over  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  bu t  w e  must also g i v e  its 
members cons idera t ion  economically .... '' 
(65) 
economy af ter  1949 w i l l  be d iscussed  i n  a later paper.  

The "Paper T i g e r "  

The  t w o  t h e o r i s t s  also claim t h a t  ?daots "paper tiger" 
concept, t h a t  is, t h e  i dea  of " s l i g h t i n g  t h e  enemy strategical- 
l y  and t ak ing  f u l l  account of h i m  tactically,ft  is a "new de- 
velopment of ecormous s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  theory of Marxist- 
Len in i s t  s t r a t e g y  and tacticseg'. (66)  I t  is not  t h a t  a t  a l l ,  
I t  is a p l a t i t u d e .  Many revolu t ionary  leaders, inc luding  
non-Communist na t iona l i s t s - -e .g . ,  A b d - e l - K r i m ,  t h e  g u e r r i l l a  
l eade r  i n  Morocco--measured t h e i r  cloth seven times over  be- 
f o r e  a c t i n g  when faced w i t h  a s u p e r i o r  enemy fo rce .  As a 
f igh te r  i n  t h e  cause of Soviet  Communism, S t a l i n  w a s  a su- 
preme master,,in showing contempt for his enemy " s t r a t e g i c a l l y v t  
w h i l e  using 
"paper t igers . . . cons idered  on any p a r t i c u l a r  sector or i n  
regard t o  any s p e c i f i c  s t r u g g l e  ... are a l s o  living tigers, 
i r o n  t igers ,  real t i g e r s  capable  of devouring people,  and 
w e  must use caut ion  and c a r e f u l l y  s tudy  t h e  a r t  of s t rugg le . "  
(67)  
when confronted w i t h  Veal tigers." 

The idea of "caution" h a s  an  important p l ace  i n  Mao's 
"paper t i g e r "  theory ,  bu t  it is not  f r equen t ly  publ ic ized.  

T h a t  this degree of moderation and c o n c i l i a t i o n  towards 

'*Comrade Ma0 Tse-tung . . .p  oinked ou t  

fimphasis supp l i ed7  - 
Changes i n  t h e  C m s  po l i cy  towards The c a p i t a l i s t  

c a p t i c n t a c t i c a l l y . "  The theorists say t h a t  

Only a f a n a t i c  or l u n a t i c  would f a i l  to use  "cautiont1 
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When it is mentioned, it is used t o  provide s u f f i c i e n t  rea- 
son  for a mani fes t  retreat. Thus i n  October 1958, Chou En-lai 

ment t h e  Chinese Communist backdown from t h e  ven tu re  in t h e  
Taiwan Strai t .  

used t h e  i d e a  to exp la in  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  propaganda depart- I 

I 
I 

A Text for Backward Count r ies  

The Chinese Communists b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mao's c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
t o  t h e  theory of r e v o l u t i o n  should be a p p l i e d  t o  other back- 
ward c o u n t r i e s .  When Baa's Why Can China 's  Red Political 
Power Exist?  of October 1928 w a s  republ i shed  in t h e  1931 
edi t  i on of his selected works, t h e  Commission on t h e  Se lec t ed  
Works of Ma0 Tse-tung, a body of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  committee, 
amended one of Uo's s t a t emen t s .  In 1928 Ma0 had l e f t  it 
i m p l i c i t  t h a t  r u r a l  r evo lu t iona ry  bases could e x i s t  on ly  
i n  t h e  unique geographical and poli t ieal  environment of China. 
The Commission appa ren t ly  was d i r e c t e d  t o  add a foo tno te  
which  made t h e  Chinese r evo lu t iona ry  exper ience  applicable 
t o  other 'backward c o u n t r i e s .  
foo tno te  is as fol lows:  

The key passage in t h e  1951 

Thus, j u s t  as t h e  Chinese people have done, a l l  
or a t  least some of t h e  c o l o n i a l  peoples i n  t h e  East 
can hold for a n  extended period big or small base 
areas and r evo lu t iona ry  regimes, c a r r y  on a p r o t r a c t e d  
revolu t ionary  war t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  ci t ies from t h e  eoun- 
t r y s i d e ,  and proceed gradually t o  take ove r  t h e  ci t ies 
and win nationwide v i c t o r y  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  coun- 
t r ies .  (68)  

i . - 18 - 
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NOTES 

1. I History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B). 
Short Course, (October 1958) , International Publi shers, 
Rew York, 193 9, Chapter 4, p. 105. 

2.  Lenin: "On the,Revolutionary Phase," Pravda, 21 February 
1918, in Collected Works, Volume X n I ,  p. 265, Third 

, Russian Editi on. Stalin's emphasis in the conclusion 
of the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet , 
Union (B) , Short Course, is similar: 'I Estering Marx- 
is t-Leninis t th eory means assimilating the substance of 
this theory and learning to use it in the solution of 
the practical problems of the  revolutionary movement 
under the varying conditions of the class struggle of 
the proletariat." - /in original7 - Op. cit., p. 355. 

3. Actually, Analysis of the Various Clases fiic7 Among the 
Chinese Peasantry and Th eir Attit ude toward th e Rev- 
olution, is Mao's first known Marxist-lenini$thwork. 
This essay, which was published in the 1 January 1926 
iesue of Chung-kuo Mung-min (The Chinese Peasant), is 
not discussed separately in our paper, as it has been 

. .  
. .  

incorporated into the larger essay, Analysis of the 
Various Classes in Chinese Society, which appeared in 
Chung-kuo Nung-min, published by the KMT Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Peasant Department, Canton, Number 
2, 1 February 1926. The current Chinese Communist 
date for Analysis is March 1926--the date of its pub- 
lication in Chung-kuo Ching-nien (Chinese Youth). 

4 *  Chang Ju-hsin: "Stalin's Great Theoretical Contributions 
to the Chinese Revolution," 
April 1953. 

Peking Jen-min Jih-pao, 3 

5. Chang: ibid. 

6. Chen Po-ta: "Stalin and the Chinese Revolution," Chung- 
su Yu-hao (Sino-Soviet Friendship), 15 December 1 9 4 r  

. I. 
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7 .  " m b l i c a t i o n  of S t a l i n ' s  Works i n  China," Canton Nan-fang 
Jih-pao, 2 1  December 1959. 

8 .  D i r e c t  and r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Far Eas te rn  Secretariat 
of t h e  Comin$ern.was established by t h e  CCP i n  s p r i n g  
1921 fo l lowing  G. Voi t insky ' s  a r r iva l  i n  China i n  s p r i n g  
1920, According to  B.Z. Shumiatsky, ch ie f -ed i tor  of t h e  
Russian and Engl ish j o u r n a l  publ ished by t h e  Spec ia l  De- 

.par tment  of the  Far Eas te rn  S e c r e t a r i a t  of t h e  Comin- 
t e r n ,  t h e  Special Department w a s  established in I r k u t s k  
i n  1920 ana a chi nese Sec t ion  was set up.one year  later. 
The d u t i e s  of %he C h i  nese Sec t ion  were o u t l i n e d  by Chahg 
T a i - l e i ,  la ter  a hero of t h e  Canton Commune (December 
1927), as follows: 

, 
"1. A Chinese Sec t ion  of t h e  Far Eas t e rn  S e c r e t a r i a t  i n  

I r k u t s k  4s established t o  a t t e n d  t o  the  problems con- 
nected  wi th  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  CCP and t h e  Comin- 
t e r n ,  t o  supply informat ion  t o  t h e  CCP and t o  t h e  
R.S.F.S.R., as w e l l  a s  t o  pass on t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of 
t h e  Execut ive Committee of t h e  Comintern t o  t h e  CCP. ... 

"3. The Sec t ion  follows t h e  p a t t e r n  of Comintern organi -  
z a t i o n ' b y  which the  Communist parties of depa ra t e  
c o u n t r i e s  s e r v e  as Sec t ions  of t h e  Com$.nternt Like- 
w i s e ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  Cen t ra l  Committee of 
t h e  CCP and t h e  Far Eas te rn  Secretariat of the  Comin- 
t e r n  must be based on t h e  similar p r i n c i p l e  of organi -  
z a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t .  That is, t h e  membership of t h e  
Chinese Sec t ion  of t h e  Far Eas t e rn  S e c r e t a r i a t  w i l l  
c o n s i s t  of t he  local r e m e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  C e n t r a l  com-  
mittee of t h e  CCP i n  t h i  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  and t h e  Sec t ion  
i tself  w i l l  be subord ina ted  t o  t h e  Secretariat." 

(Cf .  Shen Kung-po: The Communist Movement i n  China (1924), 
e d i t e d  wi th  in t roduc t ion  by C. Mart in  Wilb u r ,  Colum- 
bia Un ive r s i ty  East Asian I n s t i t u t e  S e r i e s  No. 7 ,  
September 1960, pp. 25-26.) 

i I 
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I 
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Comintern i n f l u e n c e  was e x e r t e d  wi th  inc reas ing  e f f e c t i v e -  
ness .  The Resolut ion of t h e  F i r s t  CCP Congress ( Ju ly  
1921) is a s h o r t  document which rejects compromise 
wi th  t h e  Nat ional is ts  (KMT), but  ;the Decisions of  t h e  
Second Congress ( Ju ly  1922) a t t a c k  "imperialism, If drop 
t h e  non-compromise p o l i c y  i n  o rde r  t o  permit  Commu- 
n i s t s  t o  j o i n  t h e  KMT, and provide t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  
r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  must h e l p  t h e  bourg- 
eoisie at  t h i s  stage a g a i n s t  "imperialism and feudal-  
i s m . "  The hand of t h e  Comintern is unmistakable i n  
t h e  Decis ions and in e a r l y  CCP po l i cy  documents. 

9. .Chen Po-ta: "Ma0 Tse-tung's Theory on t h e  Chinese Revolu- 
t i o n  Is t h e  I n t e g r a t i o n  of Marxism-Leninism wi th  t h e  
Chi'nege Revo,lution. '' Hsueh-hsi (Study), Peking, 1 J u l y  
1951,. 

I 1 

10. Chang Ju-hsin: Kuan-yu Mao Tse-tung Tung-chih t sa i  Ti-i-  
t z u  Kuo-nei go-ming Chan-cheng Shih - C h i  ti L' iang-pien 
Chu-tso (On Two Works of Comrade Mao Tse-tung During 
m s t  Revolut ionary C i v i l  War Per iod) .  Jen-min Chu- 
pan She, Peking, September 1953, p. 6 .  (This pamphlet 
is t h e  publ ished v e r s i o n  of a l e c t u r e  given by Changc 
a t  t h e  Marx-Lenin Academy, Peking, i n  June 1953). 

11. Chang: i b i d . ,  p$.. 7-8'. 

12. Engels: " D i e  Bewegungen von 1847" (The Movemenls of 1847),  
i n  M x/Engels: Gesamtausgabe (Collected Works), Sec- 
t ion?,  Volume V I ,  larx-Engels  Verlag,  G.M.B.H., B e r l i n ,  
1932, pp. 397-8. (Or ig ina l ly  publ ished as an a r t ic le  i n  
t h e  Deutscher Brusse le r  Zeitung, 23 January 1848, Number 

I .  - 
1 .  

7, P€?* 1-2.1 

13. Lenin: Two T a c t i c s  of Soc ia l  Democracy i n  t h e  Democratic 
Revolution, June-July 1905 , I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Pub l i she r s ,  

.. New York, 1935, p. 41. 
I 

14. Lenin: i b i d  p. 41. -' ' 

- 21 - 
. .  



21. 
'. . 
. .  

9 '. 

. .  . .  

.. . 

15  L 
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18. 

19. 

m. 

Lenin: ibid., p. 59. According to Trotsky, in 1905 Lenin 
did not adhere to the view that the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution would "pass over" into the socialist revolu- 
tion, and it was only in the spring of 1917 that he ad- 
vanced this idea, re-equipped with Trotsky*s theory of 
tt permanent revolution. '* 

I 
I Lenin: Selected Works, Volume 111, International Publishers, 

New Y'ork, no date, p. 258. 

Lenin: "Democracy and Narodism in China" (15 July 1912), ~. 

in The Nationai Idberation Movement in the East: Lenin, 

43-44. 
Foreign Languages PubIi shing House, Moscow, 1957 9 PP. 

Lenin: ibid., p. 45. 

Lenin: ibid., p. 47. 

- 
- 

Lenin: tfRegensrated China" (8 November 1912), in - The 
National Liberation Movement in the East: Lenin, op. 
tit., P. 52.  M .N'. Roy, the chief Indian delegate 5 
the Second Congress of the Comintern, July-August 1920 
opposed Lenin's view that a "temporary alliance" with 
the bourgeoisie in colonial areas should be eStablished. 
Roy insisted on complete Communist party leadership of 
revolutions in the Far East from the outset. As a com- 
promise, Lenin on 26 July told th e Congress that "we 
should speak of the national-revolutionary and not of 

. the 'bourgeois-democratic' movements" in the East. Thus 
in the 1920's, q i n e s e  Communists designated the XMT 
as leader of the "national revolution," but many lead- 
ers feared the '*temporary alliance." 

Stalin: "The Political Tasks of the University of the 
Peoples of the E a s t "  (18 May 1925), in Works, Volume 
VII, Foreign Languages Publishing H o u s e m c o w ,  1954, 
p. 151. Peng.Shuachih was one of several Chinese Com- 
munist theorists who discussed proletarian leadership 
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e o i s i e  bu t  t he  p r o l e t a r i a t .  (Cf. Peng Shu-chih'' "Chung2 
kuo Ko-minn ch ih  Ken-pen Wen-ti" Bas ic  Problems of t h e  

1324 I =fi 

. .  
Chinese Re<olution7, in Chung-kuo-Ko-ming Wen-ti Lun 

nese RevGlu'bion7, Hsln Ching-nien She, Shanghai, 1927, 
p. 29.) 

Wen-chi /A CollecTion of Essays on Problems of t h  8 Chi- 

22. Mao Tse-tung: Bsuan-chi (Selected Works), Volume I ,  Jen- 
min Chu-pan She, Peking, October 1951, p. 9. 

23. Chang Ju-hsin: Op. c l t . ,  September 1953, pp. 11-12. 

24. Ma0 Tse-tung: Se lec ted  Works, Volume I, English Edi t ion ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Publ i  shers, New York, 1954, p. 17. 

25. Mao Tse-tung: i b i d . ,  pp. 31-32. - 
36. Lenin: Se lec ted  Works, Volume 111, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Pub- 

lishers, New York, no date, pp. 159, 286, Lenin dis- 
played, however, no deep sympathy for  t h e  peasants  and 
wanted t o  use  them o n l y . a s  an a l l y .  Thus in h i s  The A t -  
t i t u d e  of Social Democracy Toward the  Feasant Movement 
of September 1905 , he says :  '+W e support  t h e  peasant 
movement i n  so far  as ltt is revolu t ionary  and democratic. 
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t h e  peasantry i n  general.' '  ( C f .  Lenin: Ss lec ted  Wolks -' 
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25 April 1945 , republished by Foreign Languages Press 
Peking, 1952, pp. 63-64. According to the Japanese 
Foreign Office Information Department's 7th reDort-- 
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