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11 SEPTEMRER 1962
ELEGTRTCAL RELEASE
DISEREBULLON ¢

CUBAN MIGS SCRAMULE ON TWO U5, HAVY PAIROL PLARES

AL approximately 18122 (1212 EUE) 8 Seplembor, tuo Cuban lesolubiopary

it

Air Forece (CRAF) MIG's scrambled on aud intercepled 2 U8, Navy patro
planes over international walers.

G ¢ cv¢ bve Hevy e pateol plones,

S2F-13 and S2F-16, departed in compaiy from the Naval Al Etatlon; ey

West, Florida. Al 181274 whiie both planes were al pogilior m,

NSA "Ground Gontrol Intercept (GCL) informed S2F-16 of the presence

of an unidentified moving radar target 23 miles from §2F-16. The wslmown larpeb
was reported on a true courge of 275 degrecs willi a speed of JPP knobs al

9,008 feet. S2F-16 was flying at an altitude of 5,0@¢ feek. At 18142 the
radar target, tentalively identilied by tue Sz pilols as a MIG-17, wade an
overtaking approach on Lhe S2F-16 passing vederneath aad pudileg up in

front. When visually sighted bhe rapge was estinaled al appooximoshely

1,000 yards and opening ab high syecd. Loy Weel radar Darther fwacked tie

MIG throvgh a 18@-depree turn and obuservved ol mekings anobher pass bellad

the patrol plaone. AL this Lime Loth objechs vcod e e
AL 183474 while ab posilion A3-10H &0A00, N0t it b cd Bl LG

making gunnery-type runs on Lhe sceond Havy  pobiob plone,  The Blg passed
alongside S2F-13 al an opproximsbe range of iy feet on bhe wnilial vun.
On the third similar run the MIG,after pulling out, settled in rfront of
the Navy patrol plane al an altitude of 50§ feet. The MIG bher executed a climb-
ing right-hand turn and disappeared. The Navy pilots reported the MIG ag
being dark in color without obvious markings to reveal nalionalily -
T

Intercept of the CRAF tactical VHF frequency paraliels bthis aclivity
and reveals that pilots using sulfixes 12 and 8Y were involved in bthe GCI
alert. Both planes were scrambled snd controlled by San Antounio de les
Banos GCI.
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AL 18202 suffix 12 broke off inlercept and returned Lo base because his
fuel was running low. While in flight both 12 and 89 passed a scries of
numbers, posgsibly grid coordinates perlinenl Lo lthe Largel aclkivity, to
the GCI controller,

While in contact with GCI, suffix 89 reported bthat ULhe target was
"presenting combat" and requested authorization to "lacck il down,®
Evidence, suggesls that his requesbt was denied since no lhogtile action was
initiated.

Suffix 89 was instructed to mainkein his position and corbinuve

surveillance.

COMMENTSs In direct contrast to previously observed GClL operalions,
most of the informalion passed was [rom Vhe inherceptors ts GCL. Only a
minimanm of tracking was required by the inlercepling plapes, indicabing
increased proficliency.

The lLerm "presenting combabt® used by 89 is nob wnderstood Lut mosl

probably reflects the evasive aclion taken Ly tha Navy planes.
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