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CUBAIl AIR I'ORCE LOMNG-RANGE FLLIGHTS

The following item dated 1820307 Jun 62 is releascd by NSA as recelved [rom

Lhe [leld:

1, Pilobt ehalbler retereing Lo wing Lanks on 16 June 1962 may provide

evidence Cuban Air Force jet fighters have lonpg-range cspabilities ((n)),

and that pilols nre becoming more adept in alrerall Landling. This suggestion is
based on the following:

During a training €lighl on. 16 Juune, onec pilotl (sufrix 31) experienced
difficulty swilehing Crom ome wing tank Lo the other, causing his righl wing to
dip. An unknown stalion asked 31 i his aircrafl was controllable, and if not, to
drop his tank., The pilot replied thal he was in full conlrol of his aircraft,
and subsequenlly requested and was granled perwission Lo enter the traffic
patlern, The pilol was (lo[‘inl_l_,uﬁly Cuban, and wmay be considered exporienced
in that at no Lime did he appear Lo lose control of his siLunLiuni.

2. In context wilh gbove it was also noled that a "Buddy syslem!" scems to
be in effect in the Cuban Alr Porce, in that while pilol 31 was having
difficullies, he was in constant comaunications willi only one olher pilot
(sufrix 41). Shorlly before being cleared Cor Jonding, he esbablished
comreunications wilh sufllix 61,

((a)) 4B COMUENT: The ranges ol MIG planes ares

» MIG - 15 NATO Code Names M"FagotM

Normal rangc: 896 kn (5(0 miles)

Rongee wilh extorna] Lenker 7,340 Jan (920 wiles)

HIG - 1 HATO Code o "Mrosco!

Normal range: 820 kn (510 mwiles)

Range with o'xl,ernail tanks: 1,860 lm (1,160 miles)

MIG - 19 HNATO Code Nzn.n(,‘: Mrarmer!

Normal ranges 905 ]uu. (Cou wites)

Range vilh exlernal tanks:s 1,370 k(850 wmiltes)
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