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CUBAN ATR FORCE VHE COMVIULCATTONS PROCEI RIS

The object of this report is Lo provide a preliminary analysis of Cuban
aireralt and ground contral procedures and Lerminoiopy as they are e flected in
tactical and civil air compmnientions.,  Primary cwphacis Ls placed on Cibean
tactical air commnication procedure where possible, bat tacbical and civil ﬂl‘.l'
terminology appear Lo overlap. Military pllots and civilian pilols use approx-

imately the same terminology to describe or refer Lo cperations or equipment

common to both. Cuban wveather termirology lollows pencral bpanlsh langiage

A tentative resemblunce has been discovered belueoiy a known hission syslem of

aireralt plotting and onc being uged by ithe Cibons.  Phis pins the Cfoct vhal the

Cuban Air PForce is laryely eqiipped with Passian-bui Ll toctical airplunes mivred
by bloc-tralned pilots supgests that as (uba’s Alr Foroe commnicablions develop
they will probably Ao so along bloe dines. Mactical Lealning Lo delinitely undev-
vay and preliminary Jinguistic annlyeis of dvlzreept fron itoeslablishes the
participation of non-Cuban contrnl personr i, While the pronunclat.on and aceent
of these controllers scems Lo be Slavic or Viddie Biropean il s cocad samples of

Russian volcee have beoen processed w v Ciem pougralinabl

can be made ol this bl

IR )

regarding the predominant nabionality of Lhase v Lsors
COMINT reflections of Cuba's present toctleoal alry capabilily awve soneyhat
contradictory. Several mentions of fonnlaLiun Trying have ceaured, but ve
information could be Qerived regurding the purpons oU gize of the formabtions.
There has been at leasl ove fnsLeanioe of o readinvss vin-Lhroaph procedure
asgocinted with what appeared Lo be a s vambile Labeoil or i Llancous adaplane
launchlng/exerciue. This involved ab dueast T airplanes. taring boe exoreise
the control officer suddenly interrupted o atmonish YAl pidots” to gently it
their crafis' noses on takeolT. While i secms unlikely Uial pilols engaged in
scramble exercises would require such a yarning, Uiis probably reflects the fact

that the Cuban Air Force 1s developing under forced draft conditions. ‘Lhis may
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also explain the lack of unilormity apparent in cevlain basice procedures.
Altitudes are reporled in ellher fecl oy webers and groand conlrel perscnnel have
been ‘heard asking pilots which was belng u sed .

Voice transmigsions are acknowledped Ly Loth ajr snd geound personnel in a

varlely of ways. While a Alorepard Por slbimight ook procedare 1o nob uncomonn

anong veteran pllols and conmmini eatlisag perocvnci, Lt is fell Lhnt, the in-
consistency of terminology amoog Qiban personsel might be attributed Lo their
newness alb this type cf operaliou.

Other tactical ilems olscrvel have ‘ber-_-u limited veferences to practice
bombing and al least one conversabion menticning Lhe launchlng of anchored
target balloons fTor aerlal punnery practize.

There is 1little or no information avallalie reparding the location of these

acbivitics. Commnicalions scearily has heeu v

gell maointaincd throngh a system

of cover words and/or callsigns.
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CORRECTION NO 1 TO

17 MAY 1962
BLECTRICAL RELEASE
DISTRIBULTON:

0/12502-62

1. Change reference nuwber Lo 0/12937-62.
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