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NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE
14675 Lee Hoad
Chantilly, VA 20151-1715

17 May 2004

John Greenewald, Jr.
The Black Vault Headguarters

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This i1s in response to your letter dated 31 March 2004,
received in the Information Access and Release Center of the
National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) on 2% April 2004. Pursuant
to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA}, you reguested a copy
of the "Memo: Aerial Observation of Area 51 . . .

Your request was processed in accordance with the FOILA,
5 U.5.C. § 552, as amended, and Section 502 of the Intelligence
Authorization Act of 2003. One document totaling one page was
located. This record is being released to you in part. Material
redacted is denied pursuant to FOIA exemption (b} {1l) as properly
classified information under Executive Order 12958, Section
1.4(c); and exemption (b) (3) which applies to information
specifically exempt by statute; the National Security act of
1547, 50 U.8.C. § 403-3(c) (7} which protects intelligence
sources and methods from unauthorized disclosure.

The FOIA authorizes federal agencies to assess fees for
record services. Based upon the informaticn provided, you were
placed in the “other” category of requesters, which means that a
requester is responsible for charges incurred for duplication in
excess of the first 100 pages of document reproduction costs in

the processing of this request. You also expressed a
willingness to pay all ceosts. In this case, ne fees were
incurred.

You have the right to appeal this determination by
addressing your appeal to the NRO Appeal Authority, 14675 Lee
Road, Chantilly, VA 20151-1715, within 60 days of the above
date. Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis of
yvour appeal.



If you have any questions, please call me, Acting Chief,
Information Accesg and Release Center, on (703) 227-9128 and
reference case number F04-0078.

Sincerely,

nda S. Hathaway

Enclosure: ﬁJLJ

Aerial Observation, Area 51
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