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Memorandwn to Mr. Belmont
RE: JOSEFPHINE RAKER

S\
- J

In April, 1954, the Legal Attache, Faris, Jrwarded
a report on Josephine Baker dealing with her race prejudice,
which was sulmitted by the Folitical Section of the American
Embassy in Parils. The document goes into deiail concerning
her activities, primarily dealing with anti-United States
statements and her fight for racial eguality. In summing up,
the report indicated that Baker appears to have confined her
political iInterests to the guestion of race prejudice, that
although in several Instances she has ldentified herself with
communisi-supported causes, her main activities seem to have
been limited to her association with a French organization,
the “"International League Against Racism and Anti-Semitism
(French abbreviation LICA). Baker in her statements wherein
she represented this organization indicated that she had
suffered the terridble conseguences of racial discrimination
In the United Siates and she was bent on exposing such
conditions wherever she goes. According to this report, LICA
was an anticommunist organization. Although a nwnber of the
campalgns of LICA have colnclded with campaigns backed by the

communists, It does appear that the organization is entirely
anticomunisM) ‘gpjw,luﬂ,w Mﬁm Gﬁ&q/ﬂ/&s )
In 1954 American newspapers carried accounte of a
lidel action that had been previously filed by Baker against
Walter Winchell and the Hearst Corporation for $400,000,
Baker in this eivil action alleged that Winchell had indicated
that Baker was @ "Fascist, a communist or one who consorts
with communists, an anti-Semite, an anti-Negro, an enemy of
the people of her oun race, intelligently dishonest, a fraud,

and ¢ person oY low or doubtful character." This action arose
out of the Stork Clud Incident. .
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- , - Paris stage on April 12, 1956.

RE: JOSEFHINE BAKER
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.llemoran&wn to Mr. Belmont . ’%’
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LR The New York Office advised ' in May, 1955, that an

r  exam rlation of the clivil court docket for the United Stales

~+, District Court in New York City revealed that a special pre-
_’A;:;z‘ai hearing had been held following which the case was '.
dismissed.

s ) An article In the "Washington Star” on May 6, 1954,
-date lined Tokyo, indicated that Baker had {ssued a statement
sayng that she planned a trip to Russia "where many races live
In harmony.® She adopted two Japanese boys while on a concert
tour In Japan and stated "she hoped the bozs may one day

. Jollow the footsteps of Paul Robeson who she described as a

great man who has fought the batitles for racial jJustice and
world. .peace.” , =

An article In the "Dally Worker” on April 13, 1956,
that Josephine Baker sang her last adileu to the

She sang for more than an hour
to a jammed auditoriwun jor ner jinal perjormance of her care€er.

"

J
"Irdicated

Subseguent Information In Bureau Yiles indicates
-that Baker has continued her travels throughout the world
and continues her anti-Unlted States statements in lectures,
and conferences. It appears that most of her activities have
deen in connection with or under the aguspices of the Inter-
national League Against Raclsm and Anti-Semitism. -

*
-

o

[
K "'-w
" L]




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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t - YREE DEPARTMENTS
! ( L [ . AR OLDS THRU SIXTH GRADE
}!. DAY AND BOARDING
: ron vEENAGERS AND ADULTS

P A

- })l. WARDROBE DESIGN
v Established 1919 Ill. CHARM DEPARTMENT
o oa f
722- 724 Oak Street - Cincinnati 6 Ohio April 1, 1960
I Irmigfation and Nc.tu“alization Service and J, Edgar Hoover
f hiﬁgton. D. C. .
o l, lilke many others, am very concerned with the re-entrance
e, o
Yy of Josephine Baker into the United States. Vhenever I am in
. doupt I first take matters up with Gordon Scherer, our Congresszan,
_L_ In hls reply he said he was advised that she was here on

an "d" visa as a "temporary worker." Evidently, Imuigration
- did not find it could refuse this visa and issued it rather
reluc':'t_;’antly . -

g,y Be thal as it mey, I am sure you are more awvare of

Josephine Balker and her destructive attitude than we are, as we

only have hearsay, vhereazs, you have records. How, the point

§>_ of this letter is tnat I and several organizations of which I am

A

affilisted have & strong feeling that whoever schgdulefl .

z,_B

Josephine Baker's appearance in Chicago should bé'iﬁvestigated

L

J'h tha

L 4] 1= = a -

- - | PR T T P Ty | |
he so-called proverbial 1e toothed cozb". I think it

s rather serious that persons such as Josephine Baker'.

2. GaFg ‘-’
eround the world dolng everything 135 ?hg?.r gouer ? dectroy u56

DATE;zz/g
a:

and then come back and "break bread with u " about Judas,

5 APR 1&1980 ‘

I would 'g:mrpciatel aimr

he vas a Piker compared to this kind.

Send your child to the Waterman School if you wish him to have .
discipline, training, guidance and respect for law and order. Q2
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5 72-724 Oak Street ALL |NFORMAT|ON CONTAINED . =
3 - incinnati 6, Ohio T -
q % Comus oMo HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED 3
xEo- &“_ ' r\nTr' Alala . D\I-Aannuhdl" g -
Rl - Your letter dated April 1, 1860, addressed also to t.he = 3
;:1 S Immigration and Naturalization Service, bas been received, and . e g
i ) T the interest which sromnted vou to writs {2 armnreciated, v ';'z x
_::i . . ' 7“9 asive Vb ‘W'I-I-l"“ l'l"""“l" J’ "’:'“’:" aw mprs v t-lﬂ'(‘ . . . :‘;"3‘: ,_ . —
5 & Although 1 would ke to be of lervlce, itismot .
L . within the scope of this Bureau's authority to make evaluations = . .
- * or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any
= - organization, publication or individual since we are strictlya”™
L " ° -fact-gathering agency. Furnishing information of the typeyou - .
£ ' ,, . desiré would, in effect, constitute an approval or disapproval of IR
i ~ 4he in&jvldnal you named, and I am unable to answer your lncmigy, = o=
R . Please_do not lnier in this connection either that we do or do aot & = .
eqd hv. m ‘I‘ dm m D'l.lr nl‘.- B 4.—- - l“:‘ “_-. Fe ""‘P 3_ e ? : B
= P : e e B e
4 - “fam ta.kinz the ubertv of- enclosinz some material ™ s &
1 z concerning the general subject of communism which may be of — =z &
S fnterest to you. A copy of your letter is being referred to the > =
I . Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalization Bervice, U. B. 8 g
| I § /7 Department of Justice, 119 D Btroet Northeast, Washington, D. C. Send
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""" Enclosures (4) Sefrlpio . The Communists are after our Minds I

-~ ‘Communist lilusion & Democratic Reality "~ March,:1860, LEB Introduction
Ton. o — ' Director's ztatement concerning 17th Naﬂonal Convention, CP
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le 62-95834-63
reflects 2 summary regarding Josephine Baker who has not been investigated
by, the Bureau but regarding whom there is derogatory information th the

files. In view of this, it is believed above acknowledgement will be most
satisfactory. - - .. - | . - C
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The Department of State and the Comnissioner, = - .
Junigration and Naturalization Service, have deen furnished
the Jacts in this matter, ..

1 = Mr. Lavrence X. Falsh | .
Deputy Attorney Genersl - -
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MR. BELMONT. . .: 7%
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DATEM&%W‘% vsl-—tf»omey General on another matter, !staud tate 1

had a case which has hrpken oat in California about which I was going to call him
who was allowed into the Country after she had b/](/

ori been denled a visa.

alvised the Atlorney had gent the information to the Im=migration
and Naturalization Service because it was not & matter within our jurisdiction;
that she was really not eligible for entrance into the United States, but was allowed
to eome in and no doubt the press will be getting hold of &.
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" e Attorney General inquired as to what her pationality was, and 1
told bim it was American, but I thought she had forfeited ber American citizenship

Tolson n out French cltizenship; that ghe traveled throughout the world; had been
Panone §00 America where she was damning the United Etates, had appeared tn b
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- Memorandim for Mesars. Tolson, Belmont, Parsons © - May 23, 1980
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beRefits for the Soviet Government; and In France and Raly bad given out anti-
~ Americay material over the years. I stated when she first applied, her visa
.. was denied, that it was appealed and Apparently the State Department and
- Justice Department had waived the restrictions and allowed her to come in
under an exception. The Attornsy General stated he did not remember this

.
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TP T 127 ST - thaporn
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~_Itold the Attorney General that he might think it wise to have somebody
look over the Baker case because } thought it was going to break in the press
and he might want to get the facts on it and be prepared to handle it.
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* The Attorney General tifinked me for this infor mation. : ‘b70 |
Very truly yours, .

al e :A" .

T Ml ' : John Edgar Hoover
~ Director
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: JOSEPHINE BAKER -
62-.95834 -

Josephine Baker, Bufile 82-95834, is former Negro
sinfer and entertainer who spent most of her career in France.
While never identified with the Communist Party directly, Baker
D ro-Neg

bl

: "y B ¥ 3l BEVEe UTOUg
’speaking has denounced the United States and pointed up alleged
| "atrocities" against Negroes in the United States. S

i

Above for your information. Any action necessary
will be taken upon receipt of details from Los Angeles Offic
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RelA teletype 5/22/60. Indices WFO reflect local
newspaper, "Times - Herald," of 11/8/52, carried item date
11ned Buenos Aires, Nov. 7 re: JOSEPHIN AKER in which
rresxuent EISENHOWER was subject of her bitter attack. -
BAKER asserted among other derogatory remarks that "famous
Gérman persecutions will seem like child's play now.that

IKE has been elected,"™ further "colored people in the U.S.

; will guffer az they never have hnfnne N RAKER wag in

Wik doodk BWiddws -o el AL ¥ s BATE Y W W wa we

Buenos Aires at the time and article states she has “carried

i a runm.ni attacﬁi against U.S. racili iscrimination. bl
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to be interviewed agents o h{s Rureq

h A

d never been a conmuwilst and was pleased by the
treatzent she had recelved in the United States except
Jor Taud. OShe sald her publicity man, Ernest F. Quirot,
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and Los Angeles to publicize her chateau in France for ‘
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Baker i{s a former Negro singer and entertainer who has S

spent most of her career in France. She has never been identified\g
as a Comnunist Farty membder directly dut has lent Rher support to

comnunist causes and has denounced the United States on occasions '
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Memo to A. H. Belmont ,
re: 62-61132 .
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ACTION:

¥e are iaking no further action in this matter and
so advising the Attorney General, State Department and INS iIn

the enclosed letters.

Sy
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= | Subjcct, dorn_fn 1905 or 1906 in St. Louls, Mtssouri,
. la at present {n the Un{ted States appearing In night
c¢lubs as a singer gnd dancer. In 1937 ahe gave up her

“'-‘ ~ UDnited States cltf{zenship and became a Prench citizen.
e She has resided for the most part since 1925 i{n France.
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S Jor Taub., &he said her pudlicity man, Ernest F. Quirot,
- who was present during Rer tnterview, was In San Francisce
and Los Angeles to publicize her chateau {n Prance for
the tourist trade to France and she had planned te send
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} THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE -
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
I pParis 6, Fra.nce -

co T ALLINFORMATIO | CONTAINED
G oued  wmp o asee  HERERIIS UTLASSIFIED

I Déctor, FBI (62-9583&DATE_9_}_]_]BLBYM¥JM/
N\ﬂﬂ From: Legat, Parg { (105-2)4.5) : -

Subject: JOSFPHINE BAKER "
INTERNAL SE ﬁﬁTTY - FRANCE

ReBulet 6/3/5‘0." L ,‘ ] SR

3 Enclosed herewith pursuant ‘to Bureau 1nstructions

g Lof referenced letter are five coples of a letterhead memorandum
'-4~_»,3 § in captioned matter sulitable for dissemination.

J ~9. JoBW DIGGINS, U. S. Consul, U. S. Em-gE¥V, P Paris,
)* France, on 6/8/60 advised he 1s familiar with cptioned ,
%\x subject's case, having handled much corres. ondence in aubject's
visa file’ 1n ‘the past and having interviewed her on several ;

'h [

R Q\occasions "He ¥olunteered that WILLIAM=fr;~P£UE has been the - _.
*3\ manager of Miss BAKER as well g8 several French ente aipe
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;: A Subject's visa file reflects the sub ject was be?
: ' "imported" to the U. S. by TAUB to do a song album for RCA

: Rel,c#&p ¢ /And perform gt the Regal Theater, Chicago, Illinois. This
- p'\' same file reflects subject was arraigned in court in Quebec
&. on November 11, 1955, on fraud charges on a complaint by
D‘? WILLIAM L. TAUB. Final disposition not shown.
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Lo ) On June 8, 1960, Mr. CHARLES SELAK, Visa Section,
Soi U. S. Embassy, Paris, advised that his office in mid-1959

L received information which indicated Miss BAKER would soen

ol request a visa to enter the United States. In order te

e forestall any difficulty involved in the issuance of a visa
Sy to Miss BAKER, it was deemed advisable by the Visa Section,
U. S. Embassy, Paris, to furnish Mliss BAKER 's complete back-
ground history to the Department of State so that the Depart-
ment would have sufficient time to examine her case prior to
an actual request in order to ascertain whether Miss BAKER
gqualified for a nonimmigration visa,

oty
‘Pc Mr. SELAK stated his Department by Departmeht of
State Cable No, 1250, dat-d September 18, 1959, advised that
=g , Miss BAKER was not considered ineligible under Section
~

212(a)(27)(28) or (29) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
of 1952 which authorized the issuance of a visa to Miss BAKER
. in the event she so requested one. RS S L

Miss BAKZR, according to Mr. SELAK, applied for a
visa to visit the United States in early February, 1960. On
/Pebruary 8, 1960, an H-1 visa (issued to temporary visitors
of distinguished merit) was given to Miss BAKER., She departed
from Orly, France, at 1 p.m, on February 10, 1960, via Air
France, and arrived at New York City on February 10, 1960,
at 3 p.m,

Lo

Mr. JOHN DIGGINS, U. S. Consul, Visa Section, U. S.
Embassy, Paris, on June 8, 1960, advised he interviewed
Miss BAKER prior to the issuance of her H-1 visa on February 8,
1960, He stated that the 1ssuance of this visa was considered
, ! a routine matter and did not entail any hearingl. .
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

"t

{1 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
X material available for release to you. :

H
- [ “Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

E/Documeg_ﬂs) oé’ E 515 with the following govemment agency(ies)
/ AR . was/were forwarded to the, or direct response to you,

;
- J’age(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies};
e - as the information originated with them. You will

¢ be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): ]

{1 For your information:
/

Q/The following number is to be used for reference regardmg t.hese pages:
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S VN X o § N INFORMATION CONCERNING
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oy | ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

re— HERETN IS UNCLASSTFTED EXCEPT }\
-.A " REFERENCES : WHERE SECO"N 0THERWISE. NI
Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, New York, ]
San Francisco, and Washington Field,
dated 5/21/60. ~
y 1 1) San Prancisco teletype to Bureau and los
¥ Angeles dated 5,/23/60. )
los Angeles teletype to Bureau and San ~
Francisco dated 5/24/60. ~
- San Francisco telet to Bureau and Los Nl
d Angeles dated 5,/24/60. . !
Washington Field airtel to Bureau dated " N
5/23/60. ,
= San Francisco telet to Bureau and los ANy
& Angeles dated 5/25/50, S = .
= = New York airtel to Bureau dated 5/24/60, i
Y = San Francisco teletypre to Bureau and Los -
B2 = Angeles dated 5/27/60. ‘
Washington Field airtel to Bureau dated b
- A 6/3/60. 8
g%%agton Field airtel to Bureau dated 51
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2 - Washington Field {(100-37723
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3 --Los Angeles (105-5862)
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O Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.
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cations indicated RA Iom

/Faris on 4/22/60, Subsequent publcations indicated BAKER a
PAPICHwere arrested by Quebec, Canada, provincial officers

on a warrant by TAUB charging them with bringing allegedly

stolen clothing and music from U, S. to Canada. Both were

acquitted at Montreal when TAUB failed to appear in court, ‘
Prgvious information regarding BAKER set forth.
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‘P'age(s) referred for consultation to the foliowing government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
« be advised of availability upon retumn of the material to the FBI.

)
4

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

_* i

M The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

A= PET3Y- MR 7-20-62 ﬁgo?"7

4
H
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
o DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE

XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX XXXXX

XXXXXX

g

>

L JF4 - - F]



1A 105-5862

On May 24, 1960,

Investigator, [

e ' )
District Office, Immigration and Naturgjicati Service b'/‘-’
los Ange telephonically advised SA%that
. #eari French Passport number , who
8 born on July 22, 1893, arrived in Los Angeles early

in the morning of May 24, 1960, and departed that same day

via United Air Lines for San Prancisco where he could be

reached at 322 Geary Street. ‘

According to I his investigation regarding
JOSEPHINE BAKER, aka Josephine Baker Boulllon, has established
that she recently entered the United States as an H-1
visitor pursuant to & petition that was filed at New York,
New York. From about April 27, 1960, until Sunday evening,
May 22, 1960, BAKER resided at the Chateau Marmmount, 8221
Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles. On May 22, 1960, she left
Ios Angeles for San Francisco where she was to appear at
the Alcazar Theater. Miss BAKER opened on April 29, 1960,
at the Huntington-Hartford Theater, 1615 North Vine Street, . A4/ ,
Los Angeles, and closed with her final performance on D'l o

May 14, 1960. In this production there were four 5
besides Mlss BAKER's appearance. The produ
—and the stage manager was

%

mnh-,_
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pleased by the treatment she had received in the United States
except for TAUB. According to BAKER, her publicity man,

ERNEST F., QUIROT was in San Francisco and ILos Angeles to
pablicize her chateau in France for the tourist trade to France,
She had planned to send money with him to France for her :
chateau and for her family but she had no documents to send,

The March 15, 1950 issue of the "Daily Variety,"
& show world pudblication of Hollywood, California, contained

-an apticle captioned, "JOSEPHINE BAKER Revue May Play
Buntington, " indicating that producer WILLIAM L. TAUB, 4n
assoclation with RCA, 1s producing the revue, and that TAUB
“i1s in town negotiating for a suiltable site, Also, according
to this article, Miss BAKER arrives in the U, S. froam Paris
April 22." .

. The May 2, 1960 issue of the North Hollywood,

.California, “"Valley Times" carried an article entitled,

- “Interesting Reception on Return" indicating Deputy Sheriff‘'s
weype looking for international star, JOSEFHINE BAKER, to serve
her with an order to appear in Superior Court on May 9, for
& hearing in connection with a judgement in the amount of
$5,512.00 obtained against BAKER by attorney SIDNEY BARTON.

The lawyer clalmed BAKER owved him the amount for legal services
rendered in a 1952 tax problem, The Judgement was awarded to
BARTON in San Francisco in 1955.
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1 The June 15, 1960, issue of the Los Angeles
Eyening "Herald-Express" newspaper carried an article
datelined "Montreal, June 15, (UPI)®, indicating international
entertainer JOSEPHINE BAKER and her manager, STEPHEN PAPICH,
were arrested by four Quebec provincial officers the previous
night at the Faisan Blue Night Club#in suburban St. Martin on
& warrant taken out by New York impresario WILLIAM TAUB,
signed by Judge RENE THIBERGE, chaming BAKER and PAPICH
with bringing allegedly stolen clothing and music fram the
United States into Canada, Both were released on $1,000.00
cash ball each and both were represented before Judge THILBERGE
by Attorney REGINALD TORMAY.

- The June 17, 1960 issue of the lLos Angeles Evening
"Her'ald-Express” newspaper carried an article datelined
"Montreal, June 17 (UPI)" indicating entertainer JOSEPHINE
BAKER and her director, STEFPHEN PAPICH,were acquitted by Judge
M. A, BIAIS, who threw out a charge brought by New York - .
impresario WILLIAM L, TAUB charging them with bringing into’
Canada from the United States about $10,000,00 worth of
allegedly stolen clothing and music., TAUB failed to appear in
court, BAKER and PAPICH, according to the article, were - -

represented by Attorney FHIL CUTIER., = -
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RE: JOSEFEINE BAKER, aka Jo Ezker, -
Josephine Baker Bouillon ’

There were Ii i iiiwmn individual

The records of the los Angeles Ofrice, FBI contain
the following previous information regarding JCSEHimE BAKER:
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p The following information appeared in thé Daily

Pec;ple 's World:

’ . « The May 14, 1951 issue carried an article entitled‘\
"A Great Artist Stopped the Show to Tell the Story of McGRE,

According to this article, JOSEPHINE BAKER put aside her
regular performance at the Pox Theater, los Argeles, last
Wednesday, and for ten mimutes told her audience the story

of WELLIE McGEE, Mississippi frame-up victim,

Sl




't
¢

- b ML ARl i

OB RINIRY 1] A WS F- OV I WYL | QN

R oL

ISR RY aad M i

P
o

% 5 DRVTUIUN Pk S THRUICTE E B R Y Y L

1A 1055862 - *

. . 7, The July 13, 1951 issue carried an article entitled,
"JOSEPHINE BAKER Tells Musicians I'1l Be There.” According
to this article BAKER would attend Sunday's meeting at
Hubanistos Hall, los Angeles, to help unite Negro and white
musicians into one local union, climaxing the campaign to
amalgamhte Locals 767 and 47, A.F. of L, and ending the
segregation that has existed for years.

The February 4, 1952 issue carried an article
entitled, "MOORE, PATTERSON, BAKER Broposed for Medal."
According to this article, unless the 1951 Spingarn Medal
1s going to the late HARRY T, MOORE, or to WILLIAM L.
PATTERSON, Executive Secretary, CRC, it rightfully belongs
to the incomparable JUSEFHINE BAKER,

s The PFebruary 19, 1952 issue carried an article .
enfitled, “College Paper Scores Pollution of Bigotry."
Agcording to this article, which is & reprint of an editorial
appearing in the February 14, 1952 issue of "College Times,"
the campus newspaper of the los Angeles State College, .
JOSEPHINE BAKER, among others, is named as a talented fighter
for Negro freedom. 2

The "Daily People's World,” now known as People's
World," 1s a West Coast Communist newspaper. STl
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pldase Refer to
‘ile No. 105-5862
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q C/ Character %‘I&SEM&,.OUS - INFORMATION

b eference Los Angeles report of
--— SA dated and captlioned as above,

All sources (except any listed below) used in -~
referenced camunication have furnished reliable .
information in the past,
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Q—,f This document contains neither recommendations nor

2 conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the

A5 FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; 1t and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UN!TED STATES ¥ ‘lNMENT . - ‘ 7}
Memoranaum ,
To 7  DIRECTOR, FBI (62-9563L) DATE: 7/20/60

*  FROM '

SAC, WFO (105-36060) } O,IU’? Pes,

., | | .
- ']fSUBJECfi OSEPHINE gam Pl ;elf“{ er sl
[ IS - FRANCE . g
) v,féi/ el YE

ReBulet 6/3/60.

Results of a check of the records of the Security
end Visa Offices, Department of State, have not as yet been
made available.
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The title is being marked ¥
name of subject as JOSEPHINE BAKER UILLION which name is
. contajned in the Départaent of State records as well as IIS

. records. i . i
;‘:3 \./ Enclosed for the Bureau are trive copies of a letter-
ad o - head memo, dated as above, and captioned "JOSEPHINE BAKER

T e BOUILLION; Internal Security-France.” -
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‘1 _ Records of INS were checked by SE —

. The attached letterhead memorandum is being classified

~"Confidential™ to conform with the classifications of the

.State Department information which is set out therein,
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el JOSEPHINE BAKER BOUILLION

gg .- On August 24, 1960, the records of Central Office,

- Immigﬂétion and Naturalization Service, Washington, D. C., were
3 ~r checked which reflected that Josephine Bouillion, born

YJune 3, 19006, at St. Louis, Missouri, had been admitted to the
‘United States at New York City on February 10, 1960, valid

‘pntii March 10, 1960. She traveled on French passport number 5.
These records reflect that Bouillion departed from the

United States at Idlewild Airport, New York City, on March 4, 1960,
en route to Paris.
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- ALLINFORMATION CONTAI
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover -
‘Fedral Bureau of Investigation Cz;) ,
Washington, D.C. - (

Dear Mr, Hoover,

|Recently the Attorney-General of the United Stateg, Robert

Kennedy, issued a statement to the effect that you had told
him there were no Communists involved in the- various Negro

organizations such as, NAACP, SOLC, CORE, SNCC, Natlonal -
Urban League, etc. I took this to mean none of the current
fegro leaders were considered to be Communists. I‘do not 54

sJremember Mr., Kennedy's exact words concerning this,

However, Just the other day, I heard a different Verslon of
this story. In our city we have a radio program called "Party
Line". Citizens of Memphis call and discuss varied and sundry
subjects with the moderator of this program, and 1t attracts
a listening audience of many thousands. On a recent program,
during the course of a discussion concerning "possidle Com<™: R
munist activity in the current Negro movement", one of the °
people heard quite often on the program stated she had receiyed

g detter from you in which you said you had not given Mr. ’-
Kennedy the information his statement claimed you did. Was'khe/):;’
statement he gave the press factusl, M¥r, Hoover, .or was it %
falsehood ? To what extent, if any, are Communists involved .
in the present soclal dis-orders ? Does the Bureau considen'v
that the Highlander Folk School was Communistic ? If so, o -
what possible significance, if any, is Martin Luther King
- connection with them ?

I elso wish to ingquire about Josephine @ker. I ‘x;ead in today's
, FCWCpaper that she was planning to come from Paris, in order
3 S a‘.icipate in the Washlngton march, The last I heard of this
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woman was when she and Paul Robeson were denied passports,

80 they could not leave the country. To the best of my Tre=-

X collection, she managed to leave i1llegally and make her way

- to South America. The information at that time, as I recall,

was that Miss Baker and Mr. Robeson were Communists, and their
activitles abroad were such as to be detrimental to our country.
It Beemed they were both extremely active in the Communist

P ek, 0,

{ causi and vehement in their denunciation of the United States,

5 -+ {Is she now welcome to return to this country 7

- I would appreciate hearing from you, as I am most anxious to
have the questlons ralsed in this letter answered.

; - ; Thanking you in advance, I am

! | Very truly yours,
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. Memphis, Tennessee e F
J e — P g i
~gDear| 2 g’z
e ..z Mr. Hoover received your letter of

—_ & '

"j}ugust 25th and asked me to explaln that information

@© .=
o

-—L‘ontatned in the files of the“.FBl mst be maintained as
rd " v
conndent:al in accordance with regulatlons of the

2

9l BV

NFORMATION CONTAINED I 8

REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

. "'-‘t_..
Departr,nent of Justice and ls’hvalfible or officlal use

only. He regret s that he 1s unable to be of help in this -

1 you will understand the necessary —= (R
j It.’ :r__
L = T
o7 Bincerely yours, L7 |
= z .-
i }*
3 s I % [y
;! () rtf V Helen W, Gﬁﬁd’iﬁﬁ{; LY W ;\“‘.
+3 Y\y : 4 [ I ” secrmr’ - ‘
=2 ! LR LY - wu:,ﬁ' o)A
IH pmmT——— . -NOTE: correspondent is not identifiable In Bufilés. a'rm "2 o
o rganizations to whichsie referred are prominent in'the = i
Pl Collohen —— civil rights controversy. Josephine Baker, subject of thl.e
S5y DeLoach ;\ 62-95834, is a night club singer who surrenderedher. B,'S_,,BE Cinn
i G , } \ citizenship in 1937 and became a French citizen. She hag
T s“mv \treturned to the United States t% ppear in entertainment programs.
T &Hf \.Paul Robeson is a well-known Negro American singer. A
et 9 mekoV  (3) |2
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

__L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[E/Deleted undet exemption(s) / Jé) (A) with no segregable

waterial available for release to you.

[J  Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

T3  Documentis) originating with the following govemnment agency{ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

- Pagel(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1  For your information:

{The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

- REEI3Y -7

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
DELETED PAGE(S) §
NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XXXXXX A FORTHISPAGE X 4
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5 - Memorandum A

4 Ve

s : - - - Director, FBI (62-95834) DATE: 11/30/66

+47E AGENCIES
Legat, Buenos Alres (105-394)(Ryc) ™ *TEA0

e At O
| )

DAIE __.—-uH

: ReWFClet to Director, 9/14/66, Legat, Mexico let
to Director, 9/19/66 and BU R/S 10/4/66.

) Attached lereto 18 a newspaper article which ap- -
peared in the Spanish language daily “La Razon® (Reason

published at Buenos Aires, edition of B/18/66 relative to

the arrival of the Subject and her adopted family &t Buenos

Alres, Argentina.

. Inasmuch as this article would appear to contain
pertinent background information regarding SubJect, her .
hysband and adopted family, it is recommended that the Bureau
consider translating the material in the article, furnishing
=~ _coples thereof to WFO and Legat, Mexico for their informa-
“tion and possible use. .

n

Inasmuch as no further specific leads are out-
standing in this matter in the Buenos Aires territory, this

~ DTIEL.a
is being RUC'4.

( ALL INTOEMATION CONTATNED BLASS. BY EP_LM&L__ :

HEREIN IS UNCLASSTFIED EXCEPT

XN ¥HERE SHOWN OTHERWI SE. BATE OF REVIEW
=3 - { ’ 9 7 52-
: - (3} Bureau (1 - Liaison) (Encl 1

Legat, Mexico City (For :l.nfo;
l - WFO (For info)
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%Lezat, Buenos Aires (105—39@) ~ December 20, 1966
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. JOSEPHINE BAKER BOUILLOW
- IS - CUBA

.
L9

=L
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J The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported =<2 m? ‘
-under appropriate captions and afforded wha‘tever investigative T <
 attention is necessary. o Q
N el Jp' \\
Disposition of the foreign language material submitted inn- o
this connection is set forth below: ;Z E
o leturned herewith, - Wt .‘ ,“-
) Deloach — = A RN
i 1 -aexico‘cﬂy ! lncl,ocurea (2) (1 translation and 1 re 53
:\ Caper —  } == Washington Field = vsures (2) (1 trmhtion and ele
"j Comar 1 -—-Mr. Sullivan (Attn.. ationaliti Inte‘lligence Section
T fer ' = ] A sent direct with e ure
‘ . Rose ,ri
Sulliv
Tavel
Trotie Eﬂc.

sure, sent direct
EWO J Bl ct Y 7@4 f




. . TRANSIATION FROM OPARIEM = = - .. - -F

Newspaper article concerning Josephise Baker Bouillon, l.ppou-
ing in the 8/18/66 issue of "La Razom,” published in Buenos -

‘”“. . e E- .. . . "-"
L . *Fraterasty Yoll na-r-tou' S
-, - ff -

) Josephine Baker arrived with her t'olvo adoptol

' children and their two little friends. They were all dressed.

1 3n sport clothes and they presented a spectacle of humam . -.
xlidartty in Bzeiza. A small Korean member of the group, sge
14, explained that they did mot wish to be treated like museum
pleces. They show reserve toward sffection. *¥e would 1like .
to be as other children.* Noel, age 6, wvas found ia a trash
can by a rag picker moments before the trash was loaded imto

a truck. Yhe "Venus de Ebano" heard about this dramatic eveant
and requested the adoption of the child vho had almost beem
burned to death. The children will remain in Buenos Aires
until the sarly part of October, when they will retura to - )
clagses in France., Baker is returning today to fulfill coe~
racts with Paris theatre and television. BShe will returs

to our capitol in 20 days to be reunited with her childrea.

In Exeiza she was met by bher husband, Jo Bouilloa.

|

DU U I S S
- At e, ;g. o 1 o RS T TR NPT
A true spectacle of human tolidnrity took place
this afternoon at Exeiza airport upon the arrival of Josephine
Baker with her 12 adopted children and their two little friends,
born in Costa de Narfil. As they descended from the airplane
S Yhich had brought them from Nexico, the airport burst into a
pure and sincers joy. The clearness .of the day contributed
toward giving the reception a brilliance which the little onse
(deserved, Al were dressed in sport clothes. Baker wore &
white pullover sweater, sleacks, brown sandals, glasses, and
she carried a white portfolio full of documents. Upon touching
Argentine ground the ex-star was waraly greeted by her husband
Jo Bouillon, wvho has resided in our country for several years
now. The little ones displayed a reserve tovard the affection
of the public, It was evident that they were not pleaned with
the feelings ©f wympathy oxtended to thea by those present,

SSIFIED
o BYS2/ &

ALL INFORMATION GONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLA

DA

" Axie, m tourteen—y-ar 014 Korean girl (the oleect ,
./ of tho children) oxplained that they were made uneasy by people
*  who_treat them like musoum pieces. "“We would like to be like
other children,” she added speriously, "“we would like to study,
play, and live like any chila.” The lurprisins thing wvas thnt .b.i
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explained her reasoning in perfect Castellian. BShe was asked
where she had learned to speak the language of Cervantes so
woll, However, confirming her desire to pass unnoticed, she

. refrained from answering. The group consists of Luisito, age
13 born in Colombia; Jeannoit, age 13, from Japan; Jari, age
12.!tro- Finland; Noise, age 12, from I-raol' Jean Claude,

: age 12, from France; Brahim, age 10, fros Algeria- Marisna,

y Aage 10, also from Algeria; lorfi, age 8, from Costa de Earfil;

Mara, age 7, from Yenezuela: Moel, age gi from France: and the

_———=j - e - - -

two littlo trlends Jeanine, age 10 and her brother llain, age

*r77" 8, both from Costa de lartii Akio, the Korean whose glasses
givo her the appearance of a young intellectual, is the most
advanced at the school of Les lelandes. However, Noel has
conquered the hearts of all her brothers and sisters, This is
probably because 0f the dramatic way ia which she urrivod at

Les Melandes.

' A Parininn rag picker was taking papers and other
. 1tens from a trash ean, Noticing that the trash truck was
approaching, he doudbled his efforts. Just as the man was

2 . about to leave he found a bundle which contained Noel. W¥hen
= - Baker heard about this dramatic discovery she expressed her
¥ Aonmdme o bhe Boamim andhomddtdoan ahavd adoand dne dhae ahdld

NMUDLIW BV PUV Fal il EREUblUL LAVvLiTE IWHI- RUEVE v ALN PMT CiUi4LALW
Today the child, age 6, is our guest. After telling us this h
B impressive tale, Baker stated that her stay in Buenos Aires '
£ would be a brief ene. ™Tomorrow morning,” she said, "I will
. depart alone for Paris to meet various theatrical and tele-
L vision contracts., The children will remain in this city which
<% I love so much until the first part of October when their
vacations will end and they will resume classes. V¥ithin twenty
days I will return to Buenos Aires to meet them.,”

) 14 Baker was asked the reason for her trip to Cuba.

' She diplomatically excused herself from replying: “Please
forgive me for mot discussing my trip to Havana. The truth
is that I have a trcnendoul headacho.' The Legrand couple,
co-proprietors, along with Jo Bouxxxon. of a restaurant ia

, 8an Isidro, explained that the trip - .. of the ex-U.B,

- star (2ow a French citisen) was for the purpose of obtaining
contributions to sustain the costly villa of Les Nelandes,
inhabited by some 1,200 persons who participite in the work

p of Baker. These people come from the most remote areas of
! the world. They include Chinese cooks, Italian cabinetmakers,

' French teachers, etc, The travelers arrived in Exzeiza accom~

panied by 82 suitcases filled with clothing and persomal

& B o e am - . s
affects, The little ones were presented with gift packages

of Argentine caramels in the airport reception hall, 8ome

)
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of them still held in their hands plastic eating utensils
from the plane, which they were keeping as a remembrance
©of the long trip. If time permits, they will take a tour
of the capitol tomorrow and, probably within a few days, anm

oxcurlion to the Parana Deltn.

<. - Before leaving the airport wve asked Baker what her
eonéuct rules for the children were., The weary mama replied:
*Fraternity and union instead of separation.” It was evident
that Josephine Baker, with this short phrase, wished to con-
demn racial discrimination from which she had suffered so

. .o - P B O I P . e .
FSR RIS PRSP L. y-Jers WL SR Y SOt N, SR DA S AU

muth in the country of her birth, We asked her if she respected

her children's nationality and religion. Bhe replied: "No,
only their religion.” After this last question, Josephine
and her little ones set off for San Isidro.

14
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1 JOSEPHINE BAKER
: INFORMATION CONCERNING
\ _

. N .
- —

On February 2, 1968, a meeting was held at the
offices of the West Side Organization (WSO), Chicago, Illinois,
for the purpose of affording Martin Luther King, Jr,, &n
opportunity to solicit support from WSO memberg for the
Washington Spring Project (WSP), being promoted and organized
by’ King's Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC).

As publicly described by King, the WSP ig an effort to .
Mmobilize large pumbers of persons in Washington, D.C,, in
April, 1968, in protest of alleged United States Government
failure to soclve the problems of the poor of this country.
King did not appear and it was announced that bis wife was 111,
Approximately 95 persons were present. .

Among the guest Bpeakers was Josepbine Baker,
described by source as a former well-known entertainer,
novw residing in France, She stated she had experienced a
difficult time getting back into this.country., She said she
'bad/marched with King in bis earlier march on Washington, and, as
& result, it appeared ghe wag not wanted here. She degcribed
the importance of the tent-in on the White House lawn and urged
all those present to participate. Her remarks, according to
source, were received by those present with po enthusiasm and mo
apparent volunteers,

. Thig document contains neither recommendatons
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the ‘Property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and

4 itg contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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Otber speakers were Reverend/R4A1ph Abernathy, SCLC official,
representing King, and Reverend Jame evel of the Urban Training
Chicago, ‘a former SCIC offic f}

Center,,r L o L
' ‘a p1hcEn Chn’ s e;/f'y - .
» The WSO is & ss211 civil right”slts?pe grﬁu grfirence
@perating Chicago's near west side. It concerns itself
principally with employment and welfare problems of Negro
residdnts of this area.

J

-

- Other Information Concerning Josephine Baker
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The following articles appeared in the indicated
editions of the Jllinois Edition of '""The Worker", an east coast
communist newspaper: ]

April 22, 1951, page 8, column 5 - States in part
that Josepbine Baker insisted on singing at the-
s Chicago Theater only before a mixed band and that
! she'"also disturbed the composure of those who
- take the view that the real gains for the Negro
people can come only after a long, long time,- In
her blunt, outspoken manner, she burst the ‘progess’
bubble which ig used for hiding purposes by those
who refuse to fight for liberation now, 'I can see no
progress,' she said upon touring Chicago after 22 years.,"
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"July 22, 1951, page 1, column 5 -~ Article -quoted
statements by Josephine Baker as disclosed by Oscar
C. Brown, Negro news commentator over Station WGES.

- hf Brown quoted Miss Baker as saying, '"Support dynamic
actions to save the life of Willie Mc Gee, like the
protest parade being sponsored by the packinghouse
workers. Wiregs and letters to the President to save
Mc Gee are good but more forceful action is needed,"
The article further states that Miss Baker bas previously
interceded for the "Martinsville Seven' and that she

' recently visited the "Trenton Six" in their New Jersey
prison where they face possible execution.”
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A7 July 22, 1851, page 1, column 3 - Apticle states

that Josephine Baker, internationally celebrated - -
Negro singer, wag among the speakers invitéd: to "
— - address a Chicago rally of the United Packinghouse
‘.-'_' Workers on April 29, 1851, to save the life of Willie
. Mc Gee, the Negro victim of a Mississippi "“rape"
indictment who was scheduled to die in Jackson, .

X Mississippi, on May 8,
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" In its weekly edition dated February 24, 1968, =
the Chicago Defender 4 Chicago newspaper, contained a number
of photographs of Josephine Baker and others who attended
%’ reception in her honor at the Fairfax House on Chicago's
T ,west gide given by the WSO. It was stated tbat Migs Baker
wags in Chicago in an effort to get funds for a new internationmal
children's school in Paris, France, *
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