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U.S. Departmern Justice
l' i

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear :

Washington, D.C. 20535

Subject of Request: JOSEPHINE BAKER

FOIPA No. /190-

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect

information exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 and/or Section
552a. In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections have been cited
opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet
has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding

information from the enclosed documents are marked below:

Section 552

&l (b)(1)
K (b)(2)
Bl (b)(3)26 (USC) 6103

Section 552a

0 (b)(4)
8 (b)(5)
0 (b)(©)

8 (b)(T)(A) 0 (d)(5)
0 (b)(7)(B) 0 M)
B’ (b)(7HC) O (k)(1)
& (b)(7)(D) 0 (k)(2)
B (b)(7)(E) 0 (k)(3)
8 (b)(7)(F) O (ky(4)
0 (b}(8) 8 (k}(S)
0 (b}9) 0 (k)(6)

0 (k)(7)

(See Form 4-694a, enclosed for an explanation of these exemptions.)

Pursuant to your request, 615 page(s) were reviewed and 359 page(s) are being released.

During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located which

D originated with another Government agency(ies).
These documents were referred to that agency(ics) for review and direct response to you.

O

contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the

FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other

agency(ies).
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October 29th, 1951
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Just read your column on J, B, (Josephine Baker) in today's Daily Mirror,
in your last paragraph Mr. Rayburn gives a summation of J. B.'s attitude in

the year 1935, In 1936 I visited Leningrad from Helsink{, Fipland on 8.3 day visit.
The month was June "I think''? Anyhow the correct dates on, still on, the U,.S.S.R,
visa issued in Helsinki on my old passport, a British passport, I'm a Scotchman,

Well [ wandered into the Russian bar at the hotel one night of the 3 1 was. there & who

was the "Big Shot"” of the evening, surrounded by Red Commisars & French h Reds,;

& actually si nging & drinking with mtﬁem to her r heart's content, but J. B. __Th.e only
colored person there. &e came to the U,S.S,.R, with a large group of French

e 3

Reds, who in.1934 were heing Fewarded by-the Palithureau for, their work in'the French
Elections that year hy-a.fxee 4xip 1o the U S.S.R. ''as guests of the Soviet Union. " 'I_;
you with your connections 'check up' you will probably find J, B.is Jl.l!t a hxghly

colored cm__k_a.,pnma.e__ﬁt_tha.t,.,oi Mati Hari,, But still doing her stuff for Uncle Joe.
The Reds wined & dined her no end & were laughing up their sleeves at her, as they

have no Negroes in the U,S5.5.R. she was just a novelty, & a good stooge. Looks to me

she is still following the line everywhere she goes.

Sorry she implicated you Walter, but that might have been one of her assignments ?
You know how the Reds 'love you. ™

Sincerely,

..
L] “L’""’/
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Hotel New Yorker
Monday AM
Dear Mr. Winchell,
At 57 this happens to be my first letter to Press etc. etc.
Re-Jos. Baker business, you are now on right tract, J.B, isa #l
phoney as you knew all along. I was surprized that it took you so long to collect your
wits this time. Don't slip. ALY
o~
and have lived in Brunswick, Ga. my entire life,.
Our population happens to be unusual, 50% white, 50% colored. It's one of the few

communities in U,S, not counting Talmadge, Rep. (He has yet to get a majority vote
out of our county, neither has ).

We have never had a race riot, lynching or trouble of any sort, thought you'd
be interested in this --- BUT!

We also (Jews I mean now) have the famous "Cloister' hotel at our famous
Sea Island, which is definitely restricted to Jews. Of course the dining rooms & club
rooms are open to the public, but from what I understand the service is also slow.

Of course or should I say I have yet to patronize their public rooms.

%3‘?_ But I have tried several times to get a reservation at the Stork Club and they
- ; are always "So Solly." Aren't you hanging out at the wrong Bistro? ? ? ? Forgot to mentio
:}___ﬁ I'm supposed to be a nice Jew.

,‘.11

n tﬁ o

| .gn‘ nt
4 i

L7

Brunswick, Ga.
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Springfield, Mass.
QOctober 28, 1951

Dear Walter Winchell,

I have always considered you to be a good judge of character, and after reading your
Sunday column on my notorious countrywoman, Jo Baker, I am convinced of it. It was
good to see that you had seen right through her race hating campaign. She professes
to want to help our race, and yet she calmly goes about destroying the little progress
made toward better race relations. It seems that instead of aiding our race, she is
instead just stirring up every little incident that could possibly be interpreted as
racial, Not to say that she should sit by while Negroes are insulted, but it does seem
funny that no matter where she goes, some white person always picks her out to abuse.
If she is so terribly anxious to do something about racial prejudice, why doesn't she
join the various colored organizations or contribute to our charities? Maybe she does,
but I've never heard of it. Her chief ambition in life seems to be to make fabulous
salaries, wear priceless gowns, marry European counts and arrest Texans for
supposedly calling her a nigger. It made me sick to read how she had gone to France and
depicted us as near slaves in this wonderful country of ours., I know there is still a lot
to be desired in the treatment of Negroes, but her running to Paris to be ''treated like
a human being' isn't helping any. Why couldn't she stay here and fight like millions
of other Negroes are doing? My mother says that years ago when she saw Jo Baker
perform in New York, her act was so immoral that its no wonder they 'panned' her.

I know she has come a long way from what she was, but from what I've read, she had

no scruples about how she got there either. If she loves Paris so much, why didn't she
stay over there and Mlive like a human being''? Since all Negroes can't afford
Parisienne hospitality, we'll just have to stay here and improve our country. When Miss
Baker forced Miami Club owners to admit Negroes while she was acting there, it
probably never occurred to her that the minute she left, the barriers would again be
resurmned. Most of my race don't want to be ¥olerated." All we ask is a fair chance

to prove ourselves. 1 suggest Jo Baker copy our Negro celebrities like Ray Robinson,
Lena Horne, Duke Ellington and others. Of course if she can't stand this wicked treat-
ment, she can always go back to her beloved France, and good riddance.

Sincerely yours,
A colored student

COPY-eff
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FROM 1 D. M. Ladd Qa//m 4

'ONER. . | Y
‘SUBJECT: JOSEPEINE 2AXER 7 SUSLW .ﬁﬂt.‘.&l.h!.a_. | A —

BURPOSE: L~ wmiied .;,P:L_._.ﬂ,ﬁy Wz

To advise you, pursuant to your reqguest, of information=———

appesring in our files relatjve 3 toﬁJgsenhine~gg§g7,Fﬁgg;qmﬁjnger e

[ ___J
and ente rta ner. fEave i e o
— -
SPOPE OF SFEARCHSs —ma____
SLOPR OF SLAN(CHS 6 —

searched through the single initial and with a combd ion of th
Jirast name with various middle names and initials. Baker's knbw
married nomes were also searched. The search was not limztei’%%2:;>
locality and included a search of both criminal and subversivé

references. /
PERSONAIL HISTORY:
PERSCNAL HISTORY:

dccording to the April 2, 1951, issue of "Life' magazine,
Josephine Baker ia the daughter of a St Louis, Missouri, Negro
washer womnang. This article stated that paker, who as of the time
of the article, was alleged to be 45 years of age, began her Paris
night clud caoreer in 1925, and has apent most of her life since
that time in France.

This "Life" article further stiated that Baker was reported
to have at one tiue been married to a Negro tap dancer and supposedly

married one Pepito Albertino in the 1920's. In 1537, Baker gave up
her United States citizenship and married G French broker by the nanme
of Jean Lion. This marriage was dissolved by a divorce in 1940.
Baker married her present husband, @ Frenchman, band leader Jo -°

Poullfon, in 1947. | 42

Accarding to the March 12, 1951, issue of "Time"” magazine
1

Raker );n.n bheen a French citigen ni_m-o 70'-?’7 gnd during the occupat

-— - L e - ¥ il W S 'l.y wiee UUV“}I“U

of France by the Germans, during Forld 'br Iz, spent her time in

7
An
wvis

Baker became a Lieutenant in the Free French Air Force, did intelli~
gence work, drove an amdulance, and entertained troopa.

DJS:djb2dn RECORDED 12 L G2 75 £
INDEXED 1y igsy L —

ALL TNFORMATION CONTAINED 12 e
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In the preparation of this memorandum Baker ‘%dme ét:g,——j

1

3

'North Africa. This article further stated that while in North Africa,

o
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As you will recall, the Communist Party during the early
part of 1951, took a great interest {n and engaged {n extensive
activity fn the defense of Yillie McGee, a Negro who was convicted tn
the State of Nisaissippt on the charge of raope of 6 white woman

.- .and, sudsegquently duriag Naoy, 1951, was exzecuted Dy the State of
Nissisaippt for that offense.
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®Counterattack,” a pudlicotion of "Facts to Comdat
Comnuniam,™ 55 Neat 42nd Street, New York City, in letter No, 200
doted March 23, 1951, corried an item entitled, "Josephine Daker
Fon't Support Communist Fronts.® dccording to "Counterottack™
Baker cancelled o specking engogement at ¢ "Save Villte McGee
Rally" scheduled for March 19, 1951, when she learned that the
rally was saponsored by the Admerican Lador Party and that Poul
Robeson, well-known Negro entertainer ond Communist Party apologist,
and former United States Representative Vito Marcantonio of New York
City would also speck at the same really. (100-350512-393)
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In a report dated March 29, 1944, the Special Committee oR
Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, stated that "For
yecrs the Communiats have gut Jorth the greatest efforis to capture
the entire 4dmerican Labor Farty throughout New York State. Thsy
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succeeded in ca;turiug the Manhatian and Brooklyn sectione of the

artyi gut outside of New York City they Aave been .. -
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) dccording to the April 14, 1951, tesue of "L'Umtta Del .
l!'opolo" Josephine Baker was very interested In and urged the
salvation of WNillte McGees. (100-182084~-184)

. . : T e R e
o The Califorata Conniites on Un-Anerican Sotfvitfes Sn S
.} 1948 report characterized "L'Untita Del Popolo®™ as being smong -
publications which the Committes found "to de Communist Saiticted
and controlled or a0 strongly $nfluenced as to De $n She Stalis _
Solar Jysten.® - - . G olr - L el e
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- The Civil Mghu Congress has deen ofted s Communist
7 !by the Attorney General. . .
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Belctive Boker'’s taterest ta the Villte NoGes esee
while in Detrott, Niohkigan, the Nay 168, 1951, Sssue of She "Datl
Forker"” carrted o stery under she Muc nuu- 4dllen eniitled,
®'Pulttser Prize’ Poper Gagged Jossphine Doker.® 4dcoording se am
story Baoker, who 83 that tine wos sppearing at the Fezr Thecter €a
Detreis, Nichigon, eontacted she editer of the “Detrots Free Prese”
and sduised Atm that she would 11ke $o moke & statement on Mo

“legal murder”™ of one of Aer people, Villte NcGee, whs she stcted
Bas ax tanocent man Sfromed en & charge of reping & white woman, - . -~
Ihis article went on 30 state thot after receiviag essurances .
tAat Aer atatenent would be printed ia ﬂc ®Detress rree Pnu, PR
the statenens asver sppeared, .-— ‘

E S A

' -
On Octoder 16, 1651, coeordtug t0 Rewapaper sriteles
eppearing $n Rumerous uupcpcn throughous the country, Josephine
Baker, Nre, Besste Buchaonrnan, Harlem service leader, and Nr, end

XNrs. Boger Rico, af the Ircucl theater, alleged thct they had Deen
‘made #o wait an unrecaonadle length of tine before deing ccrn‘
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Jood st ﬂc Stork Clxd tn FNew York ﬂf'. ’!'lc pruc tpals Savolved
ocomplained $hat shey Aad Deen nw:cctu % reciel discriminctien,

As you »ill recall, Valter nuuu ta Afs Sundey night
lroucou ef Octoder 21, 1951 tn referriag o shis Incident stated
$Aat Ae Aed Been ot the Stork Clud ot the sone tine as Baker on
Octoder 16, 1951, but had left Defore she had, acnd &% ne tine
while Ae was there Aol Ae moted on ything pro:iuﬂng en "tnctdens.”
Finchell continued to tie offect ﬁat Ae had later Aeard thas

ter Ae had lest, Baker and her party dDecame fnvolved In soene

‘--‘J--‘. --‘ dhod Babaoam bhad Ahoaan dunuTdad Weémanh oty adndad .
PR B ERD SIS T NORBEFI RBUW FVOUN PEUVEB4A PEWe woRvRvVA4A W VW >

Shat Ae Mlulf deplored the stituaction bDut that Ae wos egually
perturbed that Ae was Deing drought tate the picture aand shas
pressure was being drought to dear upon Ain to denexnce the
@lleged discrininatory actions ef the Stork Club managenent
egainst Boker ond Aer paridy.

In Ais broadccst of October 28, 1951, Winchell unﬁoud
$he Boker incident anad tn effect stated that Ae ceuld net be
bPressured into denouncing Sherman Billingaley and the Htork Clud.

In Finchell'’s syndicated colunn oppearing tn the pudlte
ress on October 29, 1951, FVinchell Quoted ¢ letter which Aaod
een addressed to Aln by Ocorgc 8. Schuyler, Few York editor of
she “Piitadburgh béiif'lir," @ leading Vegro sewapaper. ZThis letier
I8 effeot accused Baker of Deing "naed”™ Dy the Communtsts and
Conmuntss Farty froat ergantzations and denocunced the oriitctsn

ef Vinchell which resulted from the slleged discrininaction agatasd

Baker ot the Siork Club,

: »-'\',.- P .
TAe Stork Club has been sudjected 'u pcriodte ptctcﬂaﬂ
since Ootoder 16, 1951,
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FOREIGN ACTIVITIES;

~ According to a report of the United States Milttary i -0
dttache, Paris, France, dated May 13, 1949, a copy of which was '
Jurnished to this Bureou, Josephine Baker provided part of the . .
enteriainment at a rally sponsored by the DeGoulle Politicel Party ~.
Aeld in Paris, France, on May 1, 1949. General Charles DeGoulle * -
was the principle apeaker at this particular rally. (1?-12#31-637)
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nder d » y Yorothy BJ Fe J%ée,
National Council of Negro Women, Inc., 1318 Vermont Avenue, N.W.,

Fashington, D, C., addressed o letter to you advising that the

National Council of Negro Women would present Josephine Baker on

7 Juldy 2, 1951, at the National Guard Armory in Washington, D. C.

An 4nvitation was extended to you to attend,

By letier dated June 27, 1951, Miss Helen W. Gandy,
acknowledged the above referred to letter for you ond advised
that a prior engagement would prevent you from attending., (100~
345801-8)

RECOMVENDATION »

None., For your information,

President,
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. I'm sure of

- | | ) - 132 'y 80 1954 .
— 63§EC191951' | ?Z/ﬁ

GIR-G
When Jbsébhinééﬁﬁﬁérjbéﬁeﬁdﬁerﬂ
on her last trigé she was delayed
c

for man¥ hours ause she was
t;ying o bring in a Russian maid

e —————

She was not permitted to do this.

How do you like that? She won't
even enploy a Negro maid.

,’0' HF‘W’\" m?‘ "
facts on - | A _'

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - - - _L
- HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED |

DATE $2je_BYSD-| Carloses - T f
}

RECORDED . 132 } _é:_:_, ;%'/gﬂ_; 4=
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SKEET

_Z Pue(afwithheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where :
indicated, explain this deletion.

m/l)eleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
_material avaiiable for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

0O 0 0

Document(s} originating with the following government agency(ies) —
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Pagu(s) referred for consultation to the following govemmeant agency(ies),
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI,

——— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

0 For your information:

_
{43 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

b2-Z5F52 - MR /-25-522

XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXX
DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE

WLXXX FOR THIS PAGE
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TOs
—Director
—__Mr. Tolson,5744
. Mr. Ladd 5736
—__Mr, Belmont 1742
__Mr, Clegg, 5256
—_Mr. Clavin 5517
—Mr, Harbo 7625
. Rosen 5706
cy 4130 IB
. Laughlin 1742

Nichols 5640
McCulre 5642
Wick 5625

Crosby 5636

Jones 4236
Leonard 6222 IB

Trotter 7204
Eames 7204
. Wherry 5537

IEIEIEIEI.EIE LLLL

;
5
g

—_Mr, Mohr 5744
___Miss Gandy, 5633
—_Mr, Holloman 5633

- Records Sec. 7235
—Pers. Records 6631
—Reading Room 5531
—__Mail Room 5533
—Teletype 5644
—leave Clerk 2266
—Mechanical B-114
—Supply Room B-11%8

Miss Lurs

. Note & return

—_For appropriate
action

ALl INFQRMATION CONTAINED

pepEir iR LICLASSIFIED

Room 5640, Ext. 691

D T PP, S e

DATE Sl BY AR

L. B. Richols

- o -

[ T Sy

T TOF1I IGATION




. - . .
T AR

Y Y AT
','D.L.L.ums..xl

M . .k-_..':f‘._._:- Lo ?_,-‘.,: '«--"'—‘5‘.

' $he NoCarran
saidle te have 8

' clse utcd tf “ uuu M poutbh hcn;f ', -
c cmary of “ﬂ erogatory iaforaction §8 SAe Bureau's files : v .
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Oﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

T 3 Mr. Telsom - DATE: June 30, 1952
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/ 13 Jup 24 1952
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Memorandum te Nr, Tolson
Be:; Josephine Baker June 30, 1852

BEECOMMENDATIONS 3
»

b > -
,p/c,u;" 1. ” Ii ia auggeated kgt o sumrary be prepared o
2 et Joaephine Baker for the McCarran Comnittee,

b70

| Y7/
/ Ceev ¢ /
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TAe above Infornctien ts furnfaohed for whatever action
you deen apprepriate.

‘i mémorandum, Nichols . ine Baker

LR

Original teo hru_u of Internal Bevenne
- 68=-95834 ' '

¥
'.
+ i

Al_l. INFOR M’\TION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DAT BYQLQZ@L’



-Oj]zce Men.orand 777 * UNITED .fATES GOVERNMENT

TO 3 n. D. ”Q L‘DD * DA“: JUIU 16. 1952

s, gosgrmsums &1L INFORIATON CONTAINEB:
(¥cCarran Comn ¢e Begques EREIN IS Ui‘t LASS]HED E_E
BIRPOSE s DATE 9/2i22- BY<. iealPik =—

To furnish information conceraing Josephine’Baker. B ="
pursuant to the request of the NMcCarram Commitiee. Jw%

BACK3ROUND: o | W
) Referance is made to Mr. Nichols's memorandum + H%loon

" dated June 3

e
ey

and that ¢ suzmary
¢ furnished to the Kclarran Committiee.

contained in Bureau files

There ts attached Rereto a blank memorandum for the Burecu
of Internal Revenus. There is olso attached o blind memorandunm,
thought suitadle for dissemination, which incorporates information
received from reliadle Bureau inforaants and from public sources.

e SCOPE O CHs
L2
e - In the preparation of these memoranda, the search was
S | 1imited to the main file and any references since November, 1951,
m ot which time all previous references were reviewed in connection
ot with a memorandum for the Director concerning Josaphine Baker.
w Boker ‘s name was also searched in the Identification Division vhere
oA no criminal record was found. However, an Alien Registration print
g 1 received in Jonuory, 1951, was located on one Josephine Baker, o
: French KNegro artist who was born on June 3, 1906, at St. Louis, F
TN giuourt, In connection with Visa Application No. 1510052.
E e A S I U
3 ul’"i | BUREAY INVESTIGATION:
. W
Y, rb‘ ¥o investigation Ras been conducted by the Bureau concerning
:}z & Josephine Baker. . 573 -
2t i dttachments (3) REGORDED'”é 2 'j—-a 19529( 7
&k .9 RN =
i 63-85217 Ne®-Y 4, ?y( _
ny co - G8-93834 - , e

L4

ErT/r5d

1‘ ‘.l_'\":‘.
v I "ﬁ-‘{‘_i
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o
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JNFORNATION NOT INCLUDED IN BLIND MEMORANDUN:

The following information te not being included tn the
dlind memorandun as there i1s no svidence thot Miss Baker acctually
" took port tn these Communist activities on BAer behalf.

dccording to the Novemder 12, 1951, tssue of the "Daily
Norker,”" east coast Communist mewspaper, a Conference on Fqual
Rights for Negroes in Aris, Sciences, and Professions was held on
N November 10, 1951, ot "The Pythian" tn New York City, under the
cuspices of the Nationgl Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
The November 14, 1951, tasue of the "Daily Worker" stated that ene
of the mecsures adopted at this conference was a telegram to
Josephine Baker commending her forthright action in the Stork Clud
incident. (100-3-4212 p. 86; Dincninatton:—b
NcInerney, D/B, 8/14/52) - - 2
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The Fational Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
Aas been cited as o Communist froat by the Congressional Comnittee
on Un-dmertcan Activities In o House Beport No. 1954, dated April 6,
1950,

o

X
CEEERT AL

B

100-3-4-7089

In regard to the Stork Club incident, tt will be recolled
that on Octoder 168, 1951, occording to mewvaspaper articles appearing
in numerous mnewspapers tAroughout the country, Josephine Baker,

Mras. Bessie Buchannan, Horlem service leoder, and Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Rico, of the French theater, clleged that they Aad been made to wait
an unarecsonable length of time before being served food ot the

Stork Cludb in New York City. The principals involved complained that
they had deen sudjected to ractal discrimination, (62-95834-4)

JSSEMINATION 3

© © <~ fThe substance of pertinent information appearing #n the
dlind memorandun has been appropriately disseminated.

O
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’ - ) ". , '.J . C;:-D b: i
ACTION: /
That the attached dlind memorandum be forwarded to the
. McCarran Comnittee.
That the ottached blank memorandum be forvarded to the
Bureau of Internol Revenue via liatson channels.
.'_'?‘
# 3
- 3 -
31
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B 7 “'fxt*~-:n'murzo: - CONJorIr T
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AL
IR C'.“}'. .
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B Jeij 15 zoazml
CIUR gt TRPORMATION CORTAINED ¥ 19, A,
HEREIN 1S I™MCLASSIFIED IIC%
WEERE SHO OTHESHISE JOSEPHINE BAKIR |
B A R ,-., % :_:_.,‘-"_,,..:-_; e

g;ggsns.rqz. mu IR o

; - Jccordug te the Adpril l, 1951 luu o,f "Llfc' nagc:tu,
'JoupMnc Baker 18 the daughter of o £, Luu, Uissouri, washer
wonan. Ihis article siated thot Baker, whe es of the tize o/ the
article, wcs alleged S0 de forty-five yura of sge, began Aer Paris
night ciuxd career ta 1923, ead has oput nost of Rer l1life aince
that tine fa rrcncc. -

- - fhe ¢rﬁe1¢ furucr atatu thct Baker was reported te
‘Rave a$ one tine Deen married to & sap dancer and supposedly married
one Pepito Aldertine in $Ae 1920"s. Im 1937, Baker gave wp her
Untted E£tates citizenship and married & Freach broker by the agne
of Jean Lien. IThis marrioge was dissolved by a diverce in 1940.
Baker married Aer preseat husdand, a FreachAaon, baond leader Jo
Boullton, tn 1947, :

dccording te the March 12, 1551, tesue of "Tine" magozine,
Baker Aas been o French citizen since 1537, and during the occupation
¢f France dy the Germans, durimg dorld Far II, speat Aer time in
sorth Africa. TAts article further stated that shile fn North Africe,
. Baker became 8 Lientenant ta the Free Fremch Air Force, did intelli-
igence werk, drove am asdulance, end entertained $roeps.

\rg_zrnrn,z I¥ TYE DEYENSE OF WILLIE NcGIE

Jucphtu doker took @ greas iaterest ian and enpaoged ia

B E extenstve activity ta $he defense of Fillie NcGee, a Negro who was

SRR conpicted ta she Stote of Nisatseippt ea the chargc of rape of &

o B % yrite wonan ond, subsequently duriag May, 1951, mas sxecuted Dy the
gsmu of ltuuuppt Jor that offense.

g 'Couﬂcraitack ® @& pudltcation of "racte te Comdat
Comnunisn,” S5 Fest &Ind Strut, New York City, tn letter No. 200
dated Naroh 23, 1951, earried or tten entisled, "Josephine Saker
Fon's Support Connuniss Fronts.” dccerding te ®counterattack®

T Boker cancelled s speaking engagenent at @ "Save ¥illtle NcGee

o, men__ Rally"™ scheduled for March 19, 1951, when she legrned that the
———— pglly was spensored by the American Laber Party end thot Fonl -
ww___ Robesen, well-known entertainer and Connunist Forty apolegiat, and

. S=—— forner United States Representative Vite Narcantenfe of New York

——— City ®suld alse speak st she rolly. (JOO- 35U12 ‘393)
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r i3 L -
S/7/61)  .In a repors ¢ e, » id, ¢ Spectal Comnitiae
Un-Amertcan Activities, Nouse of Fepresantotives, eotated that "For
yeare the Cormunists Rave put-forth the greatest ¢fforts to copture
the entire Anertcon Labor Party throughout Jew York State. They
~. .} . - @euccesded In capturimg the MNManhattan ond Brooklyn sections of the
St B dnerican Zabor Porty, but eutside of Few York City they have been
: . w®mabl L mRRT L s e a T a

¢ to win cantro}.:{j;‘ : 4 e

— i Aeem e ~
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. ' e to Baker's interest In the Fillte NcGee case
e while §n Detrott, Nichigan, the Moy 168, 1951, Sssve of the "Inily
SRR Sorker ,” ecst ceast Coamunist nevapaper, carried the story mnder the
- .o by-line of Rilltam Allan, State Board mender, District No. 7

= »

7= =~ Communtst Porty, end Nichigon correspondeat for the "Daily Worker,”
T, _entitled "'Pulitser Prize’ Poper Gagged Josephine Baker.” Accerding
@ . | to tAfastory Baker, who at that time mas appearing ot the Foz Theater
' i ..8m Detroit, Michigan, eontocted the ediier sf the “Leiroit Free Press”

LT and advised hAin that she would like to moke ¢ 2tatenent on the
mnesy - - "legal murder” ef one of Mer psople, Nillie Kc3ee, who she stated
—=< - - mocs an fnnocent mam framed on @ charge of raping s white womoa,

.~ This orticle went on to state that after receiviag ocssuronces thot
Aer statenment would be printed in the “Detroit Free Press,” the
staotement never appeared. (100-3-90-216) 4 -
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00-3-12-2501 p. 75\ Brlas: ONI, G
. er” of Nay 85, 1551, reperted that the
Comnittes sfor the Negroes ia the Arts wos plonaing & brusch en
Noy 27, 1951, et the Noetel Tharese, New rerk City, to pay espectsl
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¥r. Nichols  Mr. D. J. Sullivan
‘ Mr. Belmont
July 31, 1958

THE ATTOINEY GENERAL
- { -
‘ 2. jroa rax. G
- o &H
- ZII(.{IITSI' or¥ Iﬂl‘RIML EEC“KITY S -
(HocARRAl canm-rn') : o mmouarvovo"um
- . e g '. : HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED r.xcm
e ' WHERE SEOWN QTEERWISE, -
a gt X Jtuohcd are uuomudc oontctuing data in the files cf :
this Bureau, copies of vwhich have been furnished to & representative
received from thad

rragn Conmittee pursuant to requests

of the McCa
rnug the fononing tndtvtdualu

Coutttu Jor tVomtton conce

-

In response to requests for infornation ta the Burcau'c
Siles concerning the following tndividuals, the Commnittee's repre=
advised orally that there was no derogatory fnformae

sentative xas
tion {dentifiable vith the sudjects of their inquiry:

n:‘::..ﬂr .
L7¢/ _
R ' = < =
T R
GlLR--a —l'Df- W
L=
: &5
™~y

The Cormittee’s repressntative was advised orally “thaf
there vas no information In the Burecu’s files which could de
tdentified with the folloxing fndividucls, concerning whom .K\\
requeat for $nformation wce zade dy thc Committee;
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Pursuant to & reguest from the NcCarran Comafttes

.- Jor information regardiag Comnunist infiltratien of the United
- Blectrical, Radio and Nochine Workers of Amsrioc (UFR/I4)

ia the Philadelphia area, the Comxuittiee’s representative was
orally sdvised that Ton Delaney snd Sam Dilaria, both forasr
Comnunist Farty menders and bdoth erganizers of Local 155 of
the UEJTA in Philadelphis, recently led an attempt to sust
the Comnunists from this Loccl, Further advice was givea that
the anti=Cormuniast ectivities of Delaney and Dilaria, a8 regards
the UERV'EA tn Philadelphia, xere given considerable publictty

in the local press ia Phtladelphis, and further, that bdoth
Delaney and piVaria Aad given represeatatives of the "Philcdelphis
Evening 3ulletia” infermction for & series of erticles on the
Connuniat Paorty $afiltration fate the ULIRKIA in the Philadelphis
ares, - oA : :

‘- Further eral tqur-cttéu vas furnished that Delaney

w
- -F
A t

"gad Dilaric had deen tnterviewed dy represeniatives of the House

Coxnittee on Un~Amnerican Adctivities as @ result of the pudlicity
they recetved in the Phriladelphis ares.

In ansver to & reguest for informatfon concerning the
International Union of Mine, Will and Smelier Forkers - IKD
the Connfttee’s representative was erolly advised that thers wos
$a pudlicction @ deok miitled "0fficial Proceedinza of the
4788 Convestion, Interaational Union of Kine, Nill and Smelter

" Nerksrs, Held tn Nogales, Ariszons, 9=10, 14=51." Ire Comzittee's

repressntative was furtler sdvised thet this book coniained the

. . fdentities of all persons portictpating ia the Convention and
alee included sll of the talks and stotenentes node at the Con~
" pentton verbatim, and sll of the resolutions which rere proposed
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‘gluen to the Conutu'c répresentative $hot accordtng te
relicdle reporis, the resoclutions possed ct the Convenﬂon

:crc cnttrcly canatatcnt .lth thc then currcnt Co:nuntct Farty

R "" AT : : A i

.l

k It was fu-thcr ctc'ud that [ 3 pcnph.ld cntulcd
. 'I%'l & rrick,” pudlished by the Educational Departaent of the
International Union of Mine, ¥i1] and Snclier Yorkers - JiD,
Chicago, Illinota, enceuraged Union nemders te fight fer the
' rights of Communiste d¢ De memders of thie Union and of cny
hul. ' . ‘ ,
- - o . ‘,n - g Ty e :

R i  purther orul edvice was Junuhcd to the couittu'a
repreasatative that the January 29, 1951, tassue of "The Unton,”
the efftcial pudlication of the Internationcl Uafon of.thc,‘l111

end Smelter Yorkers - IND, contained en sttack against the
¥eCarran Act, eharging that it wce @ thought-contirel lcw,
rhn attack ta conafstent with thc Corxmunist Farty propagaenda

uircctcc Ug“lﬂ.i i!‘ll’ .cburn;lu ‘Ui.

dazid : -~ Purther faformatfon was furnished that the July 30,

L 1951, tssue of “"The Unton”™ carried @ statercat fssued by the
C oS Executive Board of the Mmion on July 18, 1951, which condemaed

BN the Suprene Court's deciation uphelding the conviction ef the

y Eg mational leaders o»f the Coxnuniat Porty uader the Saith dct,
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AR .- Also pursuant to requests, the following addresses
were furnished to 8 representative o/ she WcCarran Comiites;

John Clark o S c

President, International Union of Kine, Nill
end Smelter Forkers ‘ '

3403 Jouth Lincoln Streed

Englewood, Colerade,

Orville D, 8, Larsen .

. Ttece Preaident, Intesrnattonsl Unfon of Nine,
¥11) and Snelter Vorkxers S L

! 408 Htcks Canyemn - - . .} e

-Wiamf, Arisens, oL MWeo oot o
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P gyt Rio de Janeiro Brazil
b “i\! Cl ASS‘:HFD eptemner L, L;jd

nmss 1ED _ﬁ%
I]% Director, FEI ox 1 w7 ;

o: J

R

{ i

AIR COURIER

Dear Sir:

. Attached is a clipping from the Rio de Janeiro afte on
’ newspaper, "0 Globo,™ dated August 29, 1952. T :

The article, with two photos of JOSEPHINE BAKER is
headed "Josephine Baker A Servi¢o De Uma Grande Csusa" (Josephine
Baker at the Service of a Great Cause). JOSEPHINE BAKER 1s the
United States night club and musical comedy star who went to
France 1n the !'20s and became a blg attraction there. It is
belleved that she became a French citizen. It will be recalled
that some months ago, when she was in the United States, she
became involved in an incident at the New York night club, The
Stork Club, in which she accused the management of racial dis-
crimination. In some way, Walter Winchell, the newspaper colum-
nist, came into the picture in opposition to her. The writer
knows of the incident only through sparse newspaper attention
given it here in HBHrazil.

The attached article 1lls of her intention to form -
a Rio de Janelro branch of the”.’orld Assoclstion 1 Against Raclal
and Religious Discrimination./'rNewspapers Septemter I, 1952, -
srindunce that the eventtook plsce.) The president of the. organi-
zation in Rio is to be AFONSG RINGMLLWMO, sponsor of
an anti-racial law, and preséntly a member"?’?ﬁe‘Federal House /]
of Deputies,“&hd Just named House leader of the UDN (Unigo ;ZQJ

Democratica Nacional = National Democrstic Unlon - conservative
-

party in opposi;ion to the present government) s
The article reports the results of an interview with
JOSEPHINE BAKER, who is presently in Rio, where she has had a

COPIES DESTROYED o AN
oy - A
Dors oy aiis” Oy 1 ~1593t- ? M

AV A - 'SEP 10 1952
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successful run 1n/&t least two night'clubs and one theater in

: ‘;;cgmaii revue. Ofher names in the Vorld Sociation _gae ELEANCR
0s

; LT, RA ; ARTHUR GARF ¥s, "GRAY and
. A0STON. She refers to the Stork Club 1ncident, and to
chell. As to that incident, she said thst she and her friends

won out, "Today there 13 a law agalnst racial discrimination in
the Stato of New York."

The c¢losing paragreph states that she will attend the
officisl instellastion ceremonles of the assoclation in Haltil
and in Cuba. It does not state when this will be. At another

S T e ally

point 1n the article, it states that from Rlo she will go to

Uruguay.
The above is for the completion of the Bureau's files.
Very truly yours,
MARTIN CARLSEN
- ‘-! LA
-
el
)\%‘
Kt
S
3:3
3
Attachment
MC: jar

-2-

\Wn\m""ﬁ‘ "-'.'!.'(}’ "’; "(-"":”"""m "‘"""i{ ﬁ"'«"'\‘"‘ AT
: O "rﬂ (X "s.. " oL
o TEN

- L

ik

.

(i
.



A3 i

2
2

-
ek

-
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Diere fs attoohed @ memorandun dated October u 193:,
" eomcerning Josephine Baker wAfor tnorpcntu hforun -
Cppurtng . our fﬂu. BOT I 2

‘;"_ -

Me Buresu of Internal Revenue has been aduvised of
the sllegations concerning Baker's tucau 68 reflected in the
sttaohed lnomndll. ot ‘ ) .

q\;f-v‘ ‘m% 4\— h ,
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‘ _ ALL TNFORNATION CONTATNED
S | HEREIN IS UNCLASS'F1ED EXCEPT
b v *  WHERE SHO™N OTHERISE. -
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I Dethanbalhmiab+

C AT T et TING " Oet.bﬂ' 14, 1952 T G REVIEW - ———g
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' Acccrdtng te the Jpﬂl l 1851, fssue 0{ "Lu’c u"utu,
- Jesephine Batsr te tie dougiter of & 5t. Loxis, Vizacurt, wcs'er-
sengi. T3i8 article steted that Joler, whe u of the tine o the -
-rﬂclci 18 elleyed to be forty-five 'ccro of age, bdegan Aer Paris

L EF nisht clud careesr (a 1925, cnd uc lpul nest .f hor 11fs siace
&l et tae inFrenes, . o o - o oo CTEL
‘ ;.-.--‘- = The .n.m- Mlcr outo.. taat Boker w8 rererted o

Asve ai ons tine Dsca married to & tap deacer snd sup> veedly narrted

_on8 Pepite Albartino ta the 19307s, Ja 1537, i3ker gove up her ;

- Tatted Stotes cltisenship end married & Freach drokcr By the Aavmg
8f Jeas Lien., This marric;s was dissolued by @ civorce a 1040, N
Deker married her preaseat As:ha.d, ] rrncbu-, acul Iudcr Jo
Boulltea, in 147,

dccerdiang %o 88 Lereh I2, 1951, issnwe of "Tine® najaxine,
Baker kcs been & Freach citizes since 1537, aad duriag the eccupation

" @f rreace by the Ceruois, during Ferld der II, epent Aer tize $n
Forth Afrios, This critele Jarthear stated thut xifle {a Forih Lifrica,
Boker becc e 8 Lieutessnt $a the Frse JFronch Alr Force, did usezn-
gence morl, dmn e ubuluu, nt oatom:u‘ trcopu

- e ol - - gy |

dfll’pal“ Deier teed & grees iaterest IS &ad FR G 8T s
estensipe activity €n the desferse of Vtllle ¥YoCee, a Ne;re xheo mas
seavicted $n she State af Nisstesippt oa the chargs of repe of &
IR mhite yonss ocad, subsequently duriap oy, 19.51, wos c.rccutcd by thre
i Ftote of vtututppt Jor thct of,fcm. ,

';'l", = "ccutmnc.ot ® a8 pudlicetion of "'.rmrto cnut
- ;-" ___anutn," 35 Fest mc Street, Few York City, a letter Jo. 800
* 3 ww_dated Xarch 33, 1851, earried sn (ton entitled, "Josephine 3Zaker

D"’ —x ---'-w=.2 ::;;cn Coazmuniad I're_-geA' lnnn.‘l-g ta '."n mflu#tnnb-

—possr zzncellied @ speclkiag esgageceat 6t 6 ".ave ¥illie iciee
""'—*&-J"‘ schrduled for nni 19, 1951, whes sie learsed that ke
_.2!117 =88 speaacred by the dnerioan Ledor Forty ssd tiat Faul
—galssei, well-known sntertafner and Coaauafst Porip epclootst, ond

Sy

y ragr atted Stctes Representative rlthaﬁ_ﬁa%i}g‘%ﬁ),ﬂt York

ty would also speak &t the rgﬁ /
— \Q‘L SACTEIZY 1 én.ﬁ,

» \l(‘ .




00-3=-3866 Dp. is8s griminal Div.,
- -. dn’'s repert dated Narch 29, s, She Speotal Comafites on
Un-Anerfoon Acstvities, House 8f Repressntctfves, atated $Aat "ror
years the Commnuntets Aave put forth the greateat efforts %o capture
the entire Amerfoca Labor Porty shrougheut New York State. They
succended In ocopturing SAe Nonhatton and Brosklyn esecitons of shs
Anerioan Lobor Party, but eutstide of New York Oity they Aave deea
unadle 80 win oontrel.* -~ ... .. . C ek, L

P Lue L &t . - . L P

'iss: D/R, 5/51) :

_ elative_%o sr's Interest $a she Fillte NcGes sase
while fn Detrofs, Niohtgan, the Moy 16, 1951, tssue of the "Datly
Yorker," east ooced Communist mevspaper, earrfed the story under she
by-line of ¥{lltan Allan, State Board member, Distriet ¥o. ¥,

_Comnuniat Panty, &nd Nichigon eorrespondent for dhe "Datly ¥orker,®

-entitled "'pulitaer Prize’ Poper Gogged Josephine Boker." socording

. %0 $Atls atory Baker, who &% $hat tine wae Oppecring st the Fex Theater
$a Detroit, Kichigan, eontaoted the edfter of the "Detrott rres Press’
end eduvised Atm that she wotld 1ike to make @& stotement 05 the
#legal murder® of one of Aer people, ¥illie McGee, who she stated
was an Innocent man froned on & oharge ¢f repia) & white womon,

Thie arttcle went on $0 stote tAot after recetving acsaurances thot

: Aer statement would be printed ¢n the "Detroft Frree rress,” the

stcteasnt never appeared. (100-3-50-216) B
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377 L ghe CSwil Bghts Congresa Ras bieh efted Dy the Atterasy
. - @eneral es eeming withias the purview o/ Ezecutfve Ordep 953§, . .
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00-340533-17; 100-359582~

Do :
MISCILIANEOUS, \8/11/51; 6-2, ONI, 0SI, 1/8/52 ’ : ’

L‘,

EE—— \

= s Ti 4 oy vi , Rl - Ful M | }SS: it p \J‘-u',l
U0y Urk, 10/1/5he patly Werker” of oy 85, 1951, repdrivl that the
25T Commistee for the Fegrees tn the Aris wos plenning & drunch on :
=TT ey 39, 1951, &% the Ketel Theresa, New York City, to pay speeisl
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" Dut all ethers whe were the targets oS restriative practices.

 Bakers

b
L] v tfrh-,
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SR ST T L F A LR e SRR
s Aocerding te en Assectated iress relesse dated Nexioe N

o Aes o o ma madas @i W oo
sy dpril 18, 2038, which appedred $n $Ae "FasRiagien Sitar” s

$A¢ some dats, Boler, in Nerfee Cilty, Aad anneunced SAe fornatien
e/ an ergantaction tnewn a8 the "¥orld League Against R.efal

Dteorinination.® Aecording to thie relecse, Baoker atcted that the
Jeague weuld fight diseriatnation agatnet net oaly the Negre rece

Baker fursher eancunced tAat Aeadguarters of the lecgue would be
ia Mezieo SitA branches in Cuds, Gutn_dn end X1 Jalvader, =

_ " decerding o en ortlole wrfeh appeared (m $As Auguat 29,
1052, tesue of "0 Oledo, ™ 0 mnewapaper pudlished §n 340 de Janetre,
2rozil, Baker, viile A #hat ofty, announced Aer fatention of
Jerning & Rteo de Janetre dranch of the Ferld Assocfction Againsd

Factel and Raligtous Discriminotion, (62-95534-8)

Aocording to orticles appecring tn the public press
duriag the firss port of October, 1952, Raker wcs iR Buenos Afres,
Argentino, cad she wcs Queted &2 Aaving made anti~Aasrican remcrks
$0 the preas of shat eounitry.

Aocerding te Rebers C. Rmork 's celunn wAlch npper;hd ia

"$he "FasAtagtom Datly Neva™ on Cotoder 10, 1958, Baker tn Buencs

dires, after wiattiag Presideat Juca Feren, Fresident of Airgentins,
Aod Indorsed sned quetatiens wAioA oppeared S "Critica,” Buence
Atres nexspcper ce: "I'Ae persscutions ere aere shocking tisa
before VYorld FWar II otth [ynchiags, cendexnctions withous tricl
end electrocutfons she erder of the day." fo tAfs Ruark conmented
®She ts speaking oS imerica, Now she wonld Xnow odowt pre-Ferld
Yor II $s rather bq{{ltng 8ince ohe lived abrecd end wos wed te o
serfes of Frenchaen,” , _ : . o

. .
. . . -

Buork’s eelunn &leo sttriduted she fonuug' remarks te

-, A > -

S .. "Ingee m,nu o/ dexocracy snd efutlfzctfen end
* s - oend SAe Negrees to die in Xeres. In tAte herrer
- of diserininctfon, where ts demooracy»”

"In Amerfca they Aunt CArfst with @ gea and hang
Afm from & tree.”
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*I Aave jcriiicllb seen many Iymchings and nneh
drutalttys. IThAe Rerror of 38¢iRg men, BOREN - -
and cAildren ¥illed like onimals 01} never

-

fode from my mind, .o oo ey oL et S '

- L

®7 was serrortzed on ny lass $rip Aome. TfhAey
wouldn’t let me 1fve §a pecce. My drether=$n- .
Jaw stumbled tnte & wAtte man whoas 30h cenplained
‘Daddy, yeu promtsed me J could k111 the aesxt
dlook I eaw,'” S - -

Buark further stcted that Boker was quoted &s Aauing
reed $he sertes In "Crities” and as Asving said "It's all
safertunctely shsolutely true.” - LT S
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; TO t MR. D. ¥. LADD @' m DATE: October 14, 1952
B

FROM A. H. BELHONTO

SUBJECT: SEPHIN E@HR SuASS. Y -'JP-I_fﬂJfﬁL—— 200 L,::'__V

N

ALL TNFORMATION CONTAINED.  pyre 0f REVIEW
HEREIN 1S UNCLASS™PTED EXCEPT

FUETE SHOWA ATF ™77,

URPO
To submit Lo blank memorand o
J uy._&mu_phich contains ——
iafermation
ETA H

-

under date of Julp 15, 1352,
pursuant to o reg___eat received from the McCorran Committee,
g me as_prepored and_ furnidked to
that L'onittu. On_July 31, 1952, the Attornevu Gcnaral___u_g_a
advise the McCorran regueat and the origing
nenorandun ¥as Jorwar “Théreé 18 attached‘hereto_g. 2
blank mémorandum b ich,_includea the_information which wos b
ﬂWMﬁju in the memorandum of

m maaads -J axheaosryuont 4+a +
[ .UF FBUIC e is w -

i
L )
t

)

11

Sl LLANNE 0 o B LAY -, -#—.".d.wﬂwﬂ,..‘ﬁq.,_ R AR 41 P2l tl.’.

1}
” uregy ,@am_@; m the date gg the McCarran memorandum..-.
BUREAT INVESTIGATION:

- fhe remainder o: the inforuatton appearing in the 5
bz k memorondums 28 pagses . T Rarnsained Ta Tha ‘

re
I

AT ‘
Fo-dnugstjgation has been conducted by this Bureay
cencern ing Baker. : bh [:) “ IS 2/ R
COPIES DESTEOYED e, ¥4 .
11 nrd' 1964 - L neuee o mts s A
tfacheuta RDED .~ ,é?* ?_5’2’5,( - /{
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Nemorandum to Mr. D. M. Ladd from A. H. Belmont
Re: JOSEPHINE BAKER

_&ummzt%ﬂm#-ﬂmabzm;egg a cover..
letter to the Attorney Oeneral transmitting o blaakK “memorandum

concerniny BaXEr,. -
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Oﬁi,ce'Meﬁw;z;f;i:lum e UNITED STATZs GOVERNMENT

: TM I_J“iﬂir_. : N m“:l oitober 20’, 13—/
sosseanaazs ¥ ALLINFORMATION CORTAMIEDZES
HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED. ==

URPOSE: DATEﬁ\&\LBY ‘ —

e
(1) To reply to your inquiry ae to why G RMemo-
randum to the Attorney Genercl which was subniited g¢ gp J—
encjogure with o - o Mr., Ladd
under date 0f October 14, 1952, was subm ds ¢_"blank .

memorandum,

o B

<

DETAILS: ~ - . i

You will recall that under date of July 15, 1952,
pursuant to a request from the lMcCarran Commitiee, a
memorendum concerning Josephine Baker, colored singer, was
prepared and furnished to that Committee, On July 31, 1852,
the Attorney Generacl was advised of the McCarran reguest and
the-original of the Baker memorandum wcs forwarded to him,
Under date of October l4, 1552, a blank memorandum which
included informaiion which was furnished to the McCarran
Comnmittee, plus information received 8ubaséquent to July 15
vos submitted with a memoragndum from Mr., Belmont to Mr. Lodd
to be forwarded to the Attorney General., You commented "I

e ——

am sending it through but for the life of me T don't knomw by,

®Ry 1% 18 ploced G8 G YhbIank' memo., ﬂft reé;eaenta';onteqtflfﬁ‘f

o Sfiles and nothing. for us to be ashamed of. H." You ;
Jurther Ha2130 when did we advise rngl Revedue '
L“" L7/

14

. + -
e ! -
[ B -—

With reference to the blank memorandum, it was
not intende 0 conced source of information,
T C2Ing noted that this wos a blank memorandum form _on
Bureau Jejpiarhead. This form was used for conuenience scke,
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to avoid sending a lengthy letter to the Attorney Gepergl.

Y7L
b7C

b7e

b
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has been requeste

Bureau'’s inquiry.
ACTION:
None, The above i8 for your information, \b
i AW
5
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£ JECT: Josephine Baker = Anti-Race Frejudice Orsanization % 3

”"“,."i- | ' > ﬁj

J i .
d ' t Joesjrine Bacer, now
hus becp reportsd to dission the
iive st e mept in Buemds T forence -

serainating a two=Weck SLJEES
) despateh) plans to Teturn 0 Axgeutine within three woaths $0 .
ti-race prcjudice _or;znizatige in latin -

estatlisi and direct
Ararica, with headguerters in Buecog Air?_s-
tpen and if the:e 18 varitdcetizn of trnise .eport, Mi:sios '
., \J

wil)l advice the Departmscd.
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REF Babuusy's Despatch 406, Gecio.er 6, 1952
Fal RCTION BEPFT-
FeDep | ABA® I OLI 3 YN T IPS ER/X S K
Use Ouly [ ‘F, OTHER
T 27 _C m“:d from the Reats Th-_m;tnl
SUBIECT Eecert Local Reporting - Josephine Baker Iatsrviems Rt Listen chan:
porting - Josesh ba. [-3-51

For the Department’s iaforastion, Mission is cttuchbing suxple

eli,.in s froz iocul dailies which publishea Josepbine Baker's o en
1.tt.r to U.S, corresponlent Harbert Clars after pudlicetiou of riﬂ»\ﬂ
y

m.‘lclc about her in s recant edition of tie Nes York Daily Mowe.

/

29
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' In sonpection with the lett r, addrecscd to M-. Clark and signed

v{ Zics Baker, "Deacerscia®, *Critiea”, "Lu: Epoca® and "hoticius Grazices”
eboribed Mr. Clark's articie as an attack azinst {iise daker and

wented eaitorially with the supposition thut Kiss B.ker's comuents
earlier intcrviews [cespateh 406 of (etober &4h) bad aroussc an acgry
ction in the United Statet mhich wos spesrhoaded in Argentinus by
r.spondent Clark, Also wiaely quoted by loc.l dc-ilies wmere Kiss

er's cocaents citterly eriticizing Mr, Clark, &n argentine Corres-

eat who wmee 8uid t0 Lave mecompanied Mr, CluTh, umnd race discriuimcstion
the united States in generml, A transiation of ber pubiisaed letier

k1. Clark reads, in part, o follows:

= ¥ sYou are & typical seandal mopgor. You .re tho type of serson who

" Sf{dhitc to preveat the peo.le from joining hende in fricndship..you are
“of tav spicies which criticlzes other countries aud sende fulse.oods

it thex to the United States...You well know that in the United ‘“tates
algroes are the object of threats and inti:_dstions and thet people of

e wiit: ruce who fight for our dause are the victius of terrorist acis,.
] %holou I eun tell you, Mr, Clark, and mll who want to hear it, toat
5 e a0 langer afimid, 1 Lave been telling the truth ebout race

urrru;ys _

—

[%>]

[

[}

PA or FOI EXF

EXDORL &
DFCL

HI:

ucri.unutiu ip the Unit=d Stites but no. thet you Lave attucked re iz
your articles, 1 propose to tell the absolute tiuth wbout the Lo.ra 3an.
the atrocities muich occur there and whicu are directed aeinst @ll those
mto try Lo defend human rights...,Toose who uttacked pecile lixe Barry Gray
and Pearl Bailey, Mr, Clark, are iiving proof thatl biorta awerican de.ocrac

ias s furce.”

Accoapanyia_; the prublicetion of liss Buker's letter mere reports
of a pretpat *fToq g qrgandizobion caibed.fAccion loucancricuna de UA

Ro,ublibal Anoebtize™ wujch -Bxpr-po’d gu cup;ort. of idivs Baker's donunci-
sation abd sugrtstell $hat Journylists Rike Mr.- Clar. and his Argentins .
r._;

companion ahau.ld be not allo-ed to remain in ir entiuu,

- <) e
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. ‘The u-.-nm Comaxnist weekly "Fro_ositos", w.idl n.pemd
befere Kise Baker's denunciatioa of Ly, Clark, te.t.uru t froat page
_ puotograghk of MMiss Baker with aa article hesdlized “The Great Kegro
s Artist Issuss s Call for she Unity of Feo_ le®., After a flattering
desaription of Kiss Puker's personal appearsnce, the suthor of sais
acecunt zeyorts that Miss Baker in an int.rview bad expressed her
Anteztion to deliver thres -p-fuu. Gms was to be am the sabjeet
of rece dimrisination, anoths? apen religios and eulture, and 3 third :
on the urceat meed for the pecple to jola tocethsr ia a tplrn of
v uaity aad mmv.

- - - . . _—

Barbaru Altioen
Assintant Press M
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REF o~ Losc. AU0, e, 6, Db uepe 4T, wet, o, ¢ nl.f D-;oel Oct. 23 k4
41 RCTIOR "DEPT. .
P HFA+ d E FR el L I I IFXI Ui IFE BRI ST PDVD
B Dep. o ]
[\ F OTHER : |
. | OCT %0 °
B, P
e’ P - PR [y -y
oRsECT: 10Cal Pru s UO.wDt = JO-€ . hine wbatr N UpovCs SO uiClul LiieTa inuti
‘ ero:u Jup.n 8o unu..uuity .Ln Guenoe ~ires
o —

¥or tnc Lepertaent's inf.orrationm, . siou im :tteclin  wrple
eli.uin & af l.ml prees Itvport: .n Jofe rine suxer'. _cteet spz.ah
i1, bJoLOE .13 .A ou tne Euijeect of reciul «ua .eilgious uluerisinatian,
Deliversd 10 "u DBlOCtu. group O Jopenece livin: io buziot Mires and
;. puaber o1 isrpentine int lloctu.ls un. profeisisnalis", MLFE Luser's
«iBCOUrS. t4S quotes la Pt oy VaTtamily fu. overnmkculeconwrollied
bue: 0. 24r. % welsdes auw 1o £O1 by owiodoo s wally Lritica of (evsber 23,

Traszluted, Tir2 Fauirts s wech svuuds in purt .8 followa: .

"wi _Ou wel]l know, T cauedluotin .y -. e ty the stiu gle for ths :

r: ots of _1ia33 bejlc., @ ties wilC. Or L ¥ite, becuadie I oat L0bU mellieve

30 e BepUTIOLAty o tho Mol Latk UL da Lol bap Tioiie, W tae nesre
1wC0,.,,]1 Deliove t.cl 02 wiil 2gree citu e uhiab 1t 1s vsecutial thut

che Ldt2 tne vloee Feceo be amlt .o 4o brotuiesa.dK, Lut .O7- i vedwmlly

t.ot Tis colorec. jeo0.de Of vae .urle be unit.u LU wilU elE, €L reCOVHEr

Lisir st L®lioeace in bremsolvoc--tuat vl lileace molico Ty e ru idly

Losis - Lueauze tho, licve ey tols S0y ure 1. .eriol...

"] OeoioW® tilv 1.0 «0itT 120R o wel.€ DI iS- o Tlecutiow of
tiely colorwd brotuers in &bl purts of toe woerld Any Uit wacir ood F
e TS Ly DXANE the. to Vizir dveer Mian. I ever,oue joins o wuler oy
s nins tae :.6). ible fpjustice, t o Cituution T .0 wOrld will ch.m. e
re;idly....

] ra's.:oer that ut the ve_daning o LRt lati awl, FimLCC Dud
purticul. T 1od.on 0 go tC Lar Liti GErfaby; vutl LAaen ens W86 inforw
o1 . etrocitive anc spjustives co._dv.ec bo..zuut Jous, o roe. and
ot..u iu.00ept (viciims) of the .mit. 1wee, .2 eririt of frutexuity, Fbr
O milty anu liocerty liftes bor tu too ,o0int oI wams cud whe pleu @a b7
he.cel! To juin the erudude to Bave wbe l.zal. enl ju . tice ol the IﬂlM
iabe Jich her, wn: i vill ascip e wibi uer Looulc il UE DECERARIY
secawie shbJ et us. th ) \.rc ‘htrdud’ i.m!' .tdﬂuu...:.\. ..m..r. ,,rateur. our
wt8Ecl uol‘.nm; v s e . .:. ./ 00/) K "
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*I¢ the pecple of Noxth Ameris: and Bcasth AfTice
eountries were rucial and religiows diseriairation exi

A s i mame o Tom awmingt 4€
- w

the bull by ihe hoi115 GRG PRSSE 8 &% S RARTS 25,
dimcrinination would disappeur immediataly.

*1f, an the contrery, mem ecntizue mot taking this protlam
scriously, saveasy they will be suifos.ted ky the acsster of hatred,
Yhen ;ec;le cre sarused there are mo liaits to thelr veagoenss,

*ood has given to you and to ae this mission...Thec & san 19

gravely i1l and the doctor discovers that an operution can save Als S

1ife, the doctor cpeTates, The man may suffer By $his sperutica Wt

. his 1ife 1 saved, Thus {t is with our strugzle AR many parts of the
world 1hers discrimination exists. W%e mmst at times bart the pecple L

in order to save theas,

*ihen I reflect on the situatios 1a Soutl Afries and other commiries - -
wbere race discriaisation bus besn {rensplagted-and above all aa the -
situstion in Borth Amsrica = I trezile with horrer. I can very wall =
gnders.end wLy 8So0as negross hate toeir white bBrothers...

] want to tell you sbout xy eiperience in San Frapnoisoo, califorsis,
one of the -eny cities in North Americs where dissrisinsticn erxists,
Let us tpar of the situstion of the yallos race, & situstian wcieh 18

deploradls,

= nen I went to 108 ingeles and San Francisso, 1 put sysslf at
the uisposition of the KAACF anid of the Urban Legion. These organisations
are fighting to obiain eivil rights for the oclared people.

"o wept to barks, t0 large stores, bhospitals, redio studles,
televieion studios, railroad companies, breweries, resteurants and
hotels, ena we re uested better mork, better salaries and better secial
conditions. Te requested that they return tc the Japanese the busimsssss
whieh hod boea ecnfiscu.ted after Peurl Harbor. Spsakiang of the Japaness, .
let us turn to & tregic saituatioa.

wAfter Feal hurbor, the Japuness were placed in ocaoentretios esmps

or were ordered to leave the eountry. Their basisesses sere sonfliseatad.

WWA W Wi WmWTawH YW

Sooe were 50 panicked that they sold them for almcs: acthiag, These
Businesses rejiesented s lifetios of struggle and work, All dimppesred
withis & few hours, 5Soos Japanese guve their busimesses, thelr hemes
and their furniture to their oegro brotiero because they greferrel thab
they Bezefit by ths ownorship of their possessioas thas timt the white
mpl. abould Wl.‘-.',.?h?:o-... -

e eow se e
B M " & - [ . 9
[

»

~mp Wreeis vy 4D Mure §E¢ omly jowe! they kaew, the enly eowstry
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R ’ ten, sonfused, miserable, hamdle sad profevadly sad” aitmiion )
) of ths Japazess ia the United States duriag the war yecrs, ead
! sonclade with her desoription of $bs ways in which the white ¢itiseas
- of tha Uaited States would eccasienally alles a Japanesw actar, u
pcinter er ertist {"nct nare than see or two i1 & gmaution”) te attala o
. lizited suceess “"as s pueuifictica® beganse 2:0 wites knev that &
Little woull cals the Japeness refe ani Ww te rece eould eoatimas S,
being master,” . :

' Miss Baxer coatimmed: ®This same mystea 18 beiag smpleyed with
the pegroes, Hindus, Indiaes aud other eolsred Ieess w0 1live in Bertd »
mriuottﬂ R

"It {8 for this Peadon that I aF calling for maity of all the mlered
people of the world $0 regaia thelr dignity aad their self-soafideces,
I az alsc oalling wpon eur shite brotbers %0 jJoin ws., §a proviag €0 these
whe balieve that the eolored rece is Laferiar.,.that all men are ogual,,,.
that there i& but one rece, the huaan Fues," i

#iss Buker conecludsd her yemmkrs with ths sanownsezani that she
will go to Japan in April or May for the official imsaguration of the
world Cultural A-sociction Against Becial anc keligiows Differentiatioms,
Tc su;ply tbe necsssary financial beking of this orgacizaticz, Rime
Bakar aapounced that abe would perform ia fifteez recitals, procesds
froe whish would be given t0 the organisatiocn’s fusd, .

Before leaving Bosnos Afres, it is maticipated that 158 Baker .
will give additicoal lectures on reoe discriainatie., and the patters 1
whiek abe bas es.ablisbed indicutles a likelihoed tiat the treatosst -
of latia Anerican minaritiss {(Pusrtc Ricass, Nerisans) ia ocertaia .
sections of the United Stabus may be the sabject of soms of theass,

8inoe Xiss Beker ia pcreusenily a citizen of Frauas, az lafurmstien
sopy of Akis despatel i3 being sent $0 ou? Emda ay iz Farin,

. S

Barbara Altkea
Assistan: Presd Astashé
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SUBJECT: :uophu/&.nr e Pres: Interviews in Busnos Alres -
—

Of pos-itle interest to tds Department, Bmbassy is sttashing _ _ 1}/
represextative elippings of & ssries of loval press iaterviews with
Jovephine Baker, presently in Buesos Alres for s tao-ueex Sag.gesent
at & lo.al file ead vaudsrille thesire,

RBepresenting herself as a mealer of the National Assoclation for
the Advuasessct of Colored Fecple, (a group to wiieh «~ as Bll govermsent
dsilies point eut = Ralph Buache slsoe beloags), Miss Baker dulivered a bf
scries of detailed und L.opassioned aceounts of race prejulice ia the (4‘
United States, all eof which huve beea given drumatis play by most )
pewspapers in Baernos Adres, Kvenim: daily "Critica®™ has presentied
intervice ia a series Of five ebopters o date. Asong yuetes uwitri-
buted to Kiss Bak-r are the follesing:

eI will not cesse (in xy Aission) to awsien the eomscience of the/
world sgainct the gravity and urgeasy of she preblea. Above all, p
pessuse I koow that now 1is the momegt to0 Siriie at the heart. As you
Know, the persesution of my rucs ia the United States, snd sonsidersbly
lses ip Soutu aAfrics, bas been rensmwd in u o6t clarming desr-e sines
the relutive respite duriag the second Werld war, Lyueuings, ean~
darsations without ¢r ‘1 electrocutioas, :re dealt out eoldly te
segros ia order 850 foi.a. the clisate of rucial viclence. These are
the erder of the day. Ia tbs eountyy where I wes bora they eonbisme

to speak of ‘deocruey® amd of ‘oivilizatiocn' while Degros are seat %0
die ia Kora 1o the s-me aisoradle may as tisy AIe truated {2 the

Yankee south,.”

=There are many, Very aany people, who, with the greatest maivets, f /
100k upoa the Uni.ed S:utes &3 a asdel. It is Decescary to opea uou)f

oes.” )

"Ist a8 recall to the iahabditants of Latin Aasries the sard plaeed
AR thY hpuwke-in Texas; potil cyespe day-§ Mogican Eiate dut later
apprepriktad ¢ith M1ogd apd 2ire py Ghe Yapcees: ®This is a slean
ostablichasit and’ feitlier, hestos bor Wexd are sdmitted.”
LR F5 7 2a T |
NOT RECORDED" ——~ |
21
} OCT o1 1952 2 g

DB aP.24/- A 4 -5

INFORMATION COPY

L4



- el .
Sy ... - — T T e _
- _ ‘ " ; B - -= - '-_‘-—-——-—--- = Meenm— . ‘H e ok S imnank ann " & L REE
Kl — .._? _'—-:-q- -‘_; - _ ) l .
%t o ) Puge ..l’ _ .

t
asmnss
-

sace
LX)
-
-
asee
[ ]
-
LY ¥
-
saaass
cenee
-
--.
-
-
o-
C,
3
v . =Y
-t
-
-
. e
e
N ]
o
ha)
1]
ol v - )
4
all v

_,_,{.‘.

.-"}
B R

M . | N o
h " hst does the faaoas statue of Liverty repressct? Whare 18
- the demoerney sbout “w.ich :o &By NcItd -nerlicans s ook with cone

viehiom? .u.ﬂn' ”O’J'. in the Unuitad Sivtes wio rv gle agaizst

N astice :ive ia terror.”
reos prejuiiss t.n-{_ Mor J‘J;.l i .

Y
Y RN T
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E'DORS: EXIETING WARKINGS 33 3 ¢+ o o8 o .13 of
uaumiaxtnaﬂgﬁ! Buenos irps, digeotias AP LTt
= LEASE DENIEDY( i ’ " ovecber 6 2
:::_ A o‘;’-mz EXEMPTIONRE DEPARTMENT OF STaFE. WASHINGTON. —Novezber 6, 1952 |
F REF : N
f Bl e
18 ALTIZN — DLFY. v T e Ol e
For Dot | ABA® I OLI IN IFI IPE SY PFD e e,
Use Ouly r OTHEX eSS e ——
~= v PP/ . _
SUBJECT: J’ouph.uo% = Losture Scries i3 Busnos Alres

For the Departaent®s informmtion, Mission atiaches ssmple
elirrinas from local deilies which reported th: first of Josephina
Baker's series of three lectures on racial and religious diseriminatioa
to be delivered before public gatherin. s in Buenos Aircs, Adaisaion

that tickets froc the Subsecreteriat of Information aust be cobtained
before entrance actually 1s granted,

Miss Baksr deliversd her opaning ciscourse on Tuwesday, Noveader 4,
the @vacing Tolloving ber b pefit performsnce at hé Teairo Colom Ter
the Xva Feron Monument fund. The speech wxz=a delivered by Mies Buker
in Erglish and simultanecusly trenslated into Spanish by interpreter

Julio Cesar Bartcon.

Exbasey offiesr mbho attexpted to attend the lecture given at
Teatro Odeon reported that although the theutre itself wa. aot overe
filled, its entrance wav crowded with would-be atienders who were no
pezittod to enter without tickets, obtainadtle ct the Subsecretariat
of Isformaticon. (Although all locsl dullie: had ennpunced previcasly
that entrance would be "absclutely free”, tLey megleeted to publish
the inforaation that it wus mecessary first to obtain tickets frem
tbe Subsecretariat.] Eabazsy Officer sttendiag reports that asong
those denied adsission to Miss Baker's lecture was & group of pegroes
wbo ecaplained about being Larred fro.. ent:cnoe while the sudiense wms
filled with white citizeas,

Typical headlines of dailies Feporting Miss Baker's speech ia
Demcoracia’s "There is no Civilization where ti.e Spirit of the In KOux
Klaa is latent, Suid Josepbine Buker” and ElL Mundo's It 4s Mot Wise ZpT
$0 Trust North Amsrican Proaises Says Jose;.ine Baxer®. The following p7C
are translated excerpts taksa froa thc ooz;lete text of Miss Baker'
speech as pudblished by Rl Mundo. VIS ‘
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wxupmtod&%mcﬁtifhmuuum ’
s - t\c hervers, I have sslseted Sosmth Africa—udere the sitsation 15
= - lerable—and North Assries where it bas arvived st 115 geak, ulthough
. Shis 1 where eas lesst would expest It consideriag the preashiags «f
Desceracy aad the (¥.8,) eritieiam of ether muntries whish they

sosider pot demoerutie,®
After s short disceurss az ruee dissriaisetion as, assarding Ve

) Riss Baker, 1% 10 practiosd im Bowth Afrieca, ahe ccatinsed; ®"Ja Nsrth

Assrica thares ure statss whish have lams to defepd dissrinisatien and

. there are also states whiech lack these laws, but who practies &iscris~
fastion o8 Af they bad laws whiak gave thas this right.®

Xiss Baker QRen gwted oxtensively fros swysrul issuss o2 Jo§ . .
Magesine and the Pittsbarg Courier em the subjest of rass diseriaimatica,
In ‘E Jittaburg Courisr of August 3O, 1952, Sesatar Jekn Sparimsz is
sttacked; amoag Miss Baker's quotations froa Jet (Oetoder §, 1952), eme
ettacks ueo-P.rnidnt slect Richard Nizng en grounds that e is anmti-

: Jouiak aad anti-Eegro in bhis attitudes, OQther quotations eite allaged
jartacces of Asgro persesution in varieus sectians ef ths Gnitad States.
F

A sitwation iavolviag the visit of Bura-es juige 5. Thave mjah $0
the State Departasat ia Eashington, which, assording to Kias Baksr, Wmas
Teported 1n the Bepiender {, 1952 lasus of Jet, was alse quoted,

Wiss Baker eontinnsd: %Ladies and gentlemen, I bave read to yeu
. about scms of the Derrers existing 1a & ecuntiry mtieh salls 1tself the

guiding demoerasy of the world, I ask yo. - should mak harrers exisi
ia any sountiry and especially ia ems whiel wishas to govera ths worid?

*rhe United States is not a free eeuntry and, Yelieow ae, I aa
ot jealous ef those who live $here....J Lzve beard that steps are
beiag taken to prohidit my returz to the United Etates. This would
sot worTy M in the slightest if I kaew Shet Lha Begroes as loagew
aeeded @9, The Teascn I Bad to flee froa that eouwstry twe sad eoe-half
goars ago JAR L0 et Ey pams and ayself at their dlapnl. and S0 &
for thes whiich I knew they oould aet do for themselives....if oy emxy
into the United States i» ferdiddem, for me this (will %0) an henewr
. besauss it will abew that ay work fer homaxity has deen smesesaful,” ~
- Riss Baker eoceluded her speesh with a dissertatisa oz Narth
-, American troops ia Preace, alleging that, despits Fresek jartisipstiem
Tl o Am She Liderutiea forves, the North Amsyicaas "Asd the wmscrupilens
« 77 (des of taking pessession of Franes®, aad that enly by ths hirasulews
3, T arrival of Free French troops led 4y General De Qeulle” had hﬂc

-
L~ [ .
"“"eqs . ek o8 _R

=G . beea saved far ihe mu. one of ihe final wm whish, ia

';‘ ";9-“ . e lc “
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3l Meade is emphasised )y Dolag 828 in large eapital letiars, veads,
in tracelation as follows: “Niile the Horth Amsriean army aseds
us, (ths United States) smiles aad mies promises. But whea we are
a0 langer asssesary, it BDumbles ws and revesls that it fesls ao great
leve for ms. Thia groves that it is sot wise to trust ia NorTth
American proaises.”

NMiss Baker termincted her remarks with the statement: “is
45 the saxe thing that happened with the liberation of the slaves.”

Gl B

Barbaras Altkes
Assigtast Press Attaché
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™  : MR. d. H. BELHOHT_? ! DATE: November 14, 1952
/ﬁfﬁ*x N1y

e e N VT INFORMATION CONTAINEE=

SUDJECT:  JOSEPHINE BAKER A ey m——__

) r JI1Q 10T A Vili
| NAME CHECK REQUEST EREIN IS U‘EI:_;[\_QS,HED =,__°"~:
o Yulpy [ige-l GRS
" srwopszs: DATE -
| Nome check request received from the Immigration and ::::;
Noturalization Service (INS) for information concerning 7 -

Josephine Baker. Reason for request, may apply for admission
to U.S. Baker has deen associated with several Communist-front f
groups and active in the defense of Fillie McGee, who was convictfd
in Niseissippi on the charge of rape in Mo 1851, and was defended
by the Civil Rights

a8 recently made numerous ante=- ican remarks _/
iR Souln America. Recommended that memorandum and report be
Jurnished INS. ’

PURPOSE
To advise that a name check request has been received

JSrom INS concerning captioned individual and to recommend that the
attached memorandu®k and report be disseminated in answer thereto.

INS has submitted o name check request concerning Josephine
Boker, born June 3, 1506, St. Louis, Missouri. The reason for the
request was given aa "may apply for admission to U.S."

DETAILS:

estigation has been conducted by this Buregu con-
¢ Baker

cerning Josephi

. | (3
On Nouember 2, 1951, @ memorandum was prepared for the
Director contatning information in Bureau files concerning Raker.
Under date of July 15, 1952, pursuant to a request from the McCarran
Commitiee, a memorandum concerning Boker wos prepared and furnished
to that Commiitee. Under date of Gectoder 14, 1952,”a memoraendum was
brepared and furnished to the Attorney General. '
v2 -72° T ]
'_—-s;‘ l

cr LOVIXE 1552

5
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Memo to Mr. A. H. Belmont RE: JOSEPHINE BAKER
Jrom V. P. Keay ' NAWE CHECK REQUEST

Josephine Baker, o colored singer, gave up her United
States citizenship in 1937 when she married a French broker nomed
Jean Lion., She has been asacciated with several Communist-front
groups. She was active in the defense of Willie McGee, a Negro
who was convicted in the State of Mississippi on the charge of rape
of a white woman and subsequently, during May, 1951, was executed
by the State of Wississippi for that offense. McGee was defended
by the Civil Rights Congress.

Baker left the United States in June, 1952, for South
America. WFhile in South America she has made numerous anti-American
remarks to the préss of that country.

f the
and

e ati to INS @ copy o
memorandum furn 0 to 1552

a report dated

e W

- “ .
= RECOVUENDATION:

& That the attached memorandum and report be furnished INS
. in agnswer to this regueast. /
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. JOSEPHINE BAKER E’%ﬂﬁ%l

£\ AL Born June 3, 1608 at ,
R o TN | ;“*'n“*wr"%l P?ﬁ HTIAL - R

e - g. ST , [ IS FYHRURISE L W S IJ-‘IIIII1- - .

Aworch’u; 6’&” pril 8, 1951, issue of "Life” magazine, . -

Jouphine is the duchter of a St. Louh Missouri, washsr woman,
This article stated that Baker, who as of the time of the article, ‘was alleged

to be forty-five years of age, began her Paris night club career in 1920, and
has spent most of bar life since that time in Fma

: The article further stated that Baker was uportad to han at
one time been married to a tap dancer and supposedly marrisd one Pepito
 Albertino in ths 1920's. In 1937, Baker gave up ber United States citizen- '
ship and married a French broker by the name of Jean Lion. This marriage
was dissolved by a divorce in 1940, Baker married her present husband -

L__Bw__ B_ - __ e _ 2_ A

a rrencnman, band leader Jo Boullion, is ui?. -

_ Aeeordi.ng to the March 12, 1951 issue of "Time" mazazine
Baker has been a Freanch citizen since 1937, and during the occupation bf

France by the Germans, during World War II, speat her time in North

Africa, 'ghu article further stated that while in Nosth Africa, Baker
became a Lieutenant in the Free French Alr Forcs, did intemgence work,
dro? an unbnlnco and entertained troopc. :

\c,!b"“':v;\ ' R

;R Jospehine Baker teok & zreat intsrest in and cngagod in (G

<"l oxtenslvo activity in the defense of Willis McGee, a Negro who was convicted
hthostatednmlsslppdonthoehugedupcoflwhmwomnnd

&
.*\\ -H‘\ﬂ-m-l_,en.‘- imwlimer Maw T0R1 wasn awasriad l\- !l\- ﬂl’nl. n' ‘I|n.|--|n'\'|

| that offense. CORDED .
o for that ofte - INDEXDEEB.E} éa ﬂb%- '5
1 ' “Countsrattack, " a publication of Jn@tslﬂc’é&bat Communism, "

SE West 42nd Street New York City. in letter 40) datad Marrh 2% 1051

--"" ST W &AWaEE vl" AV SFWT TTTTYR R S e --'-'

-"“-——ﬂ.rried an item entitled, "Joaephlne Baksr Won't Support Communist Froats. ™
wan —According to "Counterattack” Baksr cancelled a speaking engagement at &

~mec___"Save Willie McGee Rally” scheduled for March 19, 1951, when she learned -
: ﬂ-t—-ﬂn} the rally was sponsored by the American L nhgr ‘le and that Paul

o —I!obesm, 'ell-knon ontertalner and Communist Party apologht and former
- ~—___United States Representative Vito Marcantonio of New York ity would also

— __Speak at the rally. 100-350-512-393
. ﬂ;;_A_;Lag_hr_nggt i..\n(——— ..)-—ﬂ.-_ JJ{ V.P
"'"——-Original to INS-Wa hington, D C. m“ v
ih _
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— réminal %"a »report dated March 20, 1944, the Kecial Commitiee ey

el -T982hmerican Activities, House of Reprnentaures, stated that "For years .

‘__':'_ the Communists have put forth ithe greatest efforts to capture the entire 'i

American Labor Parly throughout New York State. They succeeded in 7"
' caoturlnz the Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor °

i?‘; Parti but outside of New York City ey have l;en waable to win control.'- -
w7 LR -_..,-_-,-:-A.,;-"-_' \"- - . -_'" '*‘ ‘ o

JnDet.ro t, Michigan, the May 18, 1981, lasue of the "Dally Worker,"
= f" “east coast Communist newspaper, carried the story under the by-line of - ..
. Willlam Allan, State Board member, District No, 7, Communist Party, ..
“" and Michigan correspondent for the *Daily Worker, ™ entitled *"Pulitser :-
. s Prize’ Paper Gagged Josephine Baker,” According to this story Baker, -
wew___Who at that time was appearing at the Fox Theater in Detroft, Michigan, -~ .
e —__gontacted the editor of the "Detroit Free Press" and advised him that she
ams___would like t0 make a statement on the "legal murder” of one of her people,
ww___ Willie McGee, who she stated was an fnnocent man framed on a charge of
""——npl.ng a white woman, This article went on to state that after Fecelving

—____assurance that her statement would be printed in tho "Detro!t !‘reo Prau,

: :"-—-the lutement mnr lppearod. (mg 3-90-218 S N S )
. — z‘-::f,:t--=f;—L7-._f:-.- . SRS ULUL SRR
R S T[‘f"?!"v t""n"*“;zvm-l am.-..]d._-__ S ,
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(Tesur 100 3 75 594) T
.- _—;* Ty 'i‘lu C nghu Congresi hu been clted by the Attomey General
SR T coming withln the purvlew af Executlve Order 8836, ...l -

P. "U/R, 10 1-51)

© . The "Daily Worker" of My 1051 reportad that the ' o
—-Committee for the Negroes in the Arts was plannlng & brunch on May 37 1051,

N the Hotel Theresa, New York City, to pay special tribute to Josephl.ne Baker

I personalities for their work on behalf of Negro artists.

13__100 ~3-7041 p. 105; 100-3_4;¢, p. 1
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Accord.ln; to an Anochtod Press release dated Mexico City
Aprn 16, 19532, which appeared in the "Washington Star"” on the same date,
Baker, ln Mexlco City, had announced the formation of an organization known
as the "World League Against Raclal Discrimination.™ According te this

release, Baker stated that the lergue would fight discrimination against not
only the Negro race but all others who were the targets of restrictive practices.

- Baker furthor announced that headquarters of the lesgus would be in Mexico
with branchu in Cuba, Gutomah Ind Kl Ba.lndor_.

- ¥ .

v s

According to an article which appeared in the Augu.st 29, 1953,
--———um of "0 Globo, " a newspaper published in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Baker,
v Wwhile in that city, announced her intention of forming & Rio dc Janerlo braach

o Of the World Association Against Rscm and Religious Discrimination.
-m—(62 95834-8) *

According to u-uclel appearing in the public press during the
-jlnt part of October, 1983, Baker was in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and she

——WAS quoted as having made anti-American remlgx_;h to the pr;u of that country.
— ) e ;
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' According to Robert C, Ruark's column which appeared in the

" "Washington Dally News" on October 10, 1952, Baker in Buenos Alres, alter
visiting President Juan Peron, President of Argentina, had indorsed such
quotations which appeared in "Critica, " Buenos Alres nswspaper as: *The
persecutions are more shocking that before World War II with lynchings,
condemnations without trial and electrocutions the order of the day." To
this Ruark commented “"She is speaking of America. How she would know

.4 sbout pre-World War I is rather baffling since shs lived abroad and was
iy wed to a series of Frenchmen.” -
PO B O Ruark’s column also attributed the following remarks to Baker:

"White men pn(o of désmocracy and civilization nhdlund _
the Negroes to die in Korea. In this horror of discriminatoa,
where {s democracy?” ' _

*In America they hunt Christ with a gun and hang him {from
a tree.” ‘ ‘

™ have personally aeen many lynchings and much brutality.
= _ N The horror of seeing men, women and children killed like
-~ ~ animals will never fade from my mind,

by § iu terrorised on Im_y last tr!p'hom; They woulda't

‘ = ’ st me live in peace. My brother-in-law stumbled into

-4 " a white man whose son complained 'Daddy, you promised

. me I could kill the next black I saw,*” ‘

-:.-‘.;lj.. Ruark furthsr stated that Baker was quoted as having read the
o series in "Critica” and as having said "It's all unfortunately absolutely trus.™
R

_q_; b/’g .. bereto a copy of the repo pecial Agen

e I 1082 ew York, New York in the case entitle

LAEE o (100-392496-5) "~ - -

o : ) : )

St WA The foregoing information is being furnished as the result of

;.3-,:113 =-____your request for an FBI file check and is notb be construed as a clearance
5 ww___or a nonclearance. R is for your confidential information and is not to be
R m=__Yisseminated outside of your agency, . - .
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e ALLIN%RMATION CONTAINED ‘?
R  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIER”
e DATE_%%@LBY'&J

Raference o made ve the repors of 84 ‘6

uuc Joteder 30, 1982, et Iu !ort, rc!ﬂln n .
captioned Indfvidaale - . - ; o I~
. . M
|

“ e o 283
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From: Joha Edgar Boover, Directer ;

ted October 30, 1952, at Kevw York,
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SUBJECT:  JOSEPEINE R AR ' . .
L : Attached herewith is a photostatic copy of an undated "G-2 Log Entry" E
3 furnished to this effice by G-2, Governors Island, New York City. E
| o
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the current publicity being given MISS BAKER, - . | =
e R T ' ©/B

‘.

S -.LLlNFORP.-’iAJTci&JSg%NETDAINED i
- HEREIN IS Lt o
DATE qjdlee- BYseacsgsilny 7

3 | . RECY, , i
o e b7C -8 1&225’54-\‘47'

LE I . e S ARLE A%
;;~ { . _ . - el S

SR & Ty S

"

R we e - - . -n ‘ IS
) T r' ] M c..r :"?E;Ll{”‘fﬁ' . “

e,

R,

O R L TEC 1M oy B M 3 1] )
- - ? . &y | I h.t[J 1\_- \\‘JE!!S EBEIH-.EL '-‘EI_S A"- .
7 -

f:{,:m{'r-;_gv.' T

-y

e e e ey w

SR SR



4-750 (3-7-79) |
( ! ’ XXOXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where V
indicated, explain this deletion,

O3  Deleted under exemption(s) with oo segregable
_material available for release to you.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

D/Docnm origigpting with the following govemment agency(ies) M
, was/were forwarded to shem for direct respon you.

Pagels) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
_ as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

30 For your information:

B/'I‘he followin%wher is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

-G PSS -7

XXAXAXXXXX XXXXXKXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXNXNXXXXX
£
8 /boJy
) IR T - - . R . O
; T



C: 0 S
O 6‘8 Men e A3 z’zmz UNITED 5 T.: GOVERNMENT

TO0 + Director, FBI % parg: November 17, 1952

SAC, Los Angeles (100-0) V-1 Loges Fario 1224, - '

- : pm“#mbm?

m;ncr JOSEPHINEGgAKER u..‘z7 fa,.,,«t SALCE
OCTETY OF WORLD CULTURES NS ]
ERNAL SECURITY - C “:)bl/ /"

l !

.!q

BATE 6 Rciicy

! .
Akt e Hll.'l;).‘l“—n-l-ﬂ; -tk Ly ~Lh-h 3

H
o
2
';.:
S
-
%]
B

WHERE SHOWN OTHERWNISE. - '

=
E
-
[
o
o
[ 3
=
o
[l
£
i
E
-
<]
-

<

;1\'\1'11 <.

1
=
w__sa

1o d

pc -

RRDFC1 1 1059

RECOHDED.ag qs —_— [
-q95¢3y
RINREXED. 30 Ié«!%w 952 4 12

e =




4-750 (2-7-TD)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_éz Page(s} withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[B/Deleted under exemption(s} MZ@ML with no segregable

material available for release to you.
[ ] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[3 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

]  Document(s) originating with the following govemnment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies};
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon returmn of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1 For your information:

E/The following number is to be us ed for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

DELETED PAGE(S) §

NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥

XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX g S

FRI/DOJ



- S —

m&a:—- TR e S .-.—--mmstmé
EL—=-=—_+—“ ‘___[ T(‘L m J PR .,):- rmssnc j ; =

THE DEFARTMENT OF

STATE. WASRINGTON. . W
._/v//f(//"“”f’t Y
Extasry's Desmtiak 507, Bevembsr G, 1052 *
T ACTION BEPL.
| ame 12 KPF GLI I IVI I 8
F OTHER .
WMV 18 | T3 AUTY " REASON(3}7 _

LNCUL3L EXISTING HARYINGS O -
DECLASSIFIED " RELEAS g;

RELEASE DENIEDE (&~ 5
PA or.FOI EXEMPTIONS 32 7&-}( H<)
. Conclading @ series of three public soaferenses predsen Beksr
Fovember 4, § and 6 to sudiences in Buenos Alres, Jossphine

spoke on the subject: *ihy Non-Rece Discriainating Countries Sboald
Join the Crusads for the Liberution of Eumanity®,

1scal Press Treatasnt - Juonhno‘ﬁlhr'l BponT

AS pﬂviously announeed by sany loecal dailies, tbhe sadjests to
be included in thi: terminating discourse were the follewiag: "The - - - =
Octopus and Race Discririnmatiog®; "Experience in Brazilv; "Influencs
of the Press”; "k:gro Araies and Thite Armies™; "loraliy of the Fegreo
ip the Tar"; wEhite Actors Imitate the Negroes"; "The Ih;Klux-Elar®;
vass0cictions Against Race Discrimisation™, Aecording to sdvance
potices, Mi:: Buker also plansed to discuss the irritetion of the
North Anericaz press resulting from her visit with Presideat Peron.

Although not all of Xiss Baker's pro.osed sabjects of discussion
were ceslt with in detail, the fallowing traaslation of excerpts froa the
speech as published in R) Mundo findicates the sudbjects which were givea

particular eccuasis:

*Racial and religious discrimisation is like an octopus whiek
releases a black liquid to conceal 1tself,...to give you an idea as to
how the octapus functioas, I will tell you that I was in Bruzll some

aonths ugo....There 1 found a faniastie change...The great bulldings !
wiich circlea the beach of Copacabana did pot Im;ress me...and that T
wus Ay Tirst inpression of North Aserican iaflusnes...Ths seccnd was N,

the reaction of some of the people with whom I bad eontact in relationa
toneruudc. 1 sensed & resistance and a fear when I told thea of

_________

discrimination in Norih ABSTi0R s

*] was in Lontevideo & mogth agv....l realized thet an organizatien
The situstior is a0t againct negroes bat
+h equal

war als0 necessary thure.
against the Jev's, whieh I somsider equally hateful aad -tue.k
strength, since tLey, too, are our brothers.
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e N v ‘OB DETIE End ) —— X .
t - — R [( l.fC_hm.im'ou___ ,_D‘f"-"__ﬁé_ o o _
_‘ Fr-_\ onpsg Alres "_
= e T_T"E.‘“—‘.“."*T i e e
oI fosnd that the greats "' g-t" of u'o ‘(oraguay n'.n) JTees 19 8 bn

bortile and foars $o lpu.k about ay organizatios, leceuee 3t 43 Boeed
on the protlem of diseriainztion whieh axists espreially in Forth
Aaericz, Upor my arrival is Mostevideo, the prs_g tsp vary Kind ¢
as, Wt after my speocshes, oaly aus pemspeper durd to putliss 3

‘discourse, and thy teld me timt they had received a friendly wvicit

Lyea the Amsricar Kadassy regessting thes mot to pcblick &t. f
ecarse this did a0t gtop them (the eme Meuspaper) bLut yoi uvace suand
what I ssan cagoarning the iafliwsnes of the press™,

fursisg to a dissusaion of World War II during the Botk A Tican
eaxmign, Miss Bakcr sontimwed: ®I perscpe’ly hopel thaot by Lllicg
tie Sorih Amsricans ia this mar, &y peo;ls woulc Rever agair sufier frona
Qiscricination,, .3 Was stoaned to realise that tie sams pr:ple wita
whor ard for who we were fighting would wre uc fur their ¢ onle...

wirdies and gentlemen, we, the Jree Freueh, lacked anifoims acc,

.- et W _ Lo L_%8 ab. . %48 e ol & ha

wbiie the Taakebs beld the gold of France mauer thelr coatrol, =&, the
Frce Frecch who fought by their side, stujgled for abesr iGeelisa, witd
ety stomachs, without shoss for our feel, Cur soldiers dicd sol :-oealu
their pay for moaths apd mazths,.Ce were corsidered ths poor rulatians.
ey asecued us aad they avedsd ur despurately becuuse tLis wil iwt %0
Save Yall Street fream a sracsl lire that of 1929....

"3e, the Free French, had diccarcel all material thougk's, w¢ wers

Tighting for at $3sal....I2 OUr rarks te sav msJ fro- ar_eat: in, Br.sil
ani as;.7 parts of the world,, . They knen thet thet swernt Awar.fics,

Fo—w == i PR A g

wl.:1le0 North Assries was saloulating uiw sich Muney it eould got ext of
tte mar”,

Miss Baker eontimwed Rer speech vith refereicss to altuaticas
irvolving the pegro actor Ceasade Lec, Willie kclee, and ¥.C. Hazdy, a
Degro seajossr who was allegedly unatle to ebtain hotel lodsing ia St.
louis, and a sriticisa of the astivities of the Kl Elux Klak, e

cansluded:

®At Ahis momezt fn Berth Ameriea I sa branied...bocs.tc I hevc
41ts sourage $0 Spoak cr the atrecities r-nltm froe rece we. roliglows

uwﬂ.

*Is the qu .nnpporl ot t.hat n-try, there 15 msrdly ever
an7tting prigted adout megroes. But I aa tbe lates: pews. I am Lie
Sraitoress; I an the undesireabls. Asserding to tie assspcpe™s they
are takiag mseasures to prokibit ay astry 0 Wortk Aserisa. I hope tasy
mmtmp_rm- threats ema prevent ay-earryiag oa ay trust
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'A_-i'- . "nﬁbnl :. . zoodu’ ll! \: ‘h.
.- Shair esuatsy, Shey wil aot m; =y ml.vnlu as lonc, es there are
Twss o 30ed -ao-. o

*la Nortt Asericn I am esasidered $he meuthapiese of rnskdont I'cran.
- 1 would esaxidar this a great honer if it .exre trus; but since I ac act
| Gmre what ths Presiémmt thioks or mays, it would not be eary for me
‘S0 o uls tastrumectt as thay eay., Besides, I Wwliew thet President
"Jeros 15 1sved asd respested by his peojle for baviag {iees L his own
_hu-n.

-t 'Upoc hearing that fer the firet t.im, X was surpri:.c2..1% ever
‘shooked me. But since then I have cae to the eonclusi~a txw the thiag

- . - - - . - ~

me for haviag visited this country, for admiriag 1t &.- 1':. 7o le azd
4ts leadisr. Bhe (Borth Ameriem) is trying $o deceive you in the sams way
L that she 15 deosiving o -.rq unoo-nt po;a.e of the world with her

o Galeehosds. ... -

*Every day I Ireceive article: puhluhod in nort.h ACTictun pecEEperS
i ‘wiiieh angrily sttsek me. Every tise 1 realize with ur ater clarity that
' ‘it 18 mot only for my elaims gein-t diserininction, beceuse I huve said
these same things in other countrioc axd in North ~ucric 1icelf., It was
pociuu when I arrived in Ar eatina thal the bosl cx;lcded. It seels
: @5 though I bave eoncitted & terridble crinme ip cari:-- Lo2e £2d tn boing
- Jg " deceived affecticoately by Preciuect FeroL and by ti. .ir ecline people,..
: T scmmitted e mpardonabdle crime of leavidg flowers vefors ihe image
of Sefiore Feron and of visiting the varkc of the Foun'ctiou....Fhat most
1afurigted them was &y visit to the sociel works of Scaomt Feron end my
. pavirg wignsd the Mook of old with the words *Your Tister'. lrdles
am o-nu-u. fbr the North Aaericans um. '-s the crize of tne year.®

-— -
— e ———— R

" misa Buker soncladed her ﬁueou-u nit.b the nE.an of the folloxing
.eountries xbare her Azsociation presectly exists: Scuadipeviun eountries,
" Italy, Maxisc, Mortk Axeriocs, J-pl.n. Cubte, Buiti, Brazil, France, VYruguay,

Jobannesburg, Bouih Africe. I.0 =a ﬁ ae Loped a ne brench would b
sstadlished i Buenos Atres. 7. ‘-0 7 -0 2R o
I T I =4 T ;}‘-a ;

. Al\hosgh Kt Bundo printed Kiss B&or“ q:ueh in run most dailies
© {with thé gIoeption of tle L> Rigiishe-languege papers and Jation, whieh
did not carry it &% all) putlished extructis. ' Singlel ottt for puuoum
~ em;hasis were gise Baker’s resmarks absal themttituis of the lnited Gtatea
" Sesmard ber visit in Ar-emtinu and her sartest about the poruvibility of -
- .t prebidition Peing put upoa her emkry iste $he Hniiel Stules. Rpecs

nardt =f 57?-"-- e "—nb‘- Aﬂhmﬂ«’ jJmzhibited Drusnavan
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