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As a result of & recent inspection of the Chicago
Office, it was suggested that a concerted effort be made o
determine the whereasbouts of W.D, FARD,reportedly the founder
of the Nation of Islam (NOI). According to speeches and
writinﬁs of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, the National Leader of the NOI,
"Allah" came to Detroit, Michigan from Mecca in 1930 in the
person of one W.D. FARD and taught him for 3 years concerning

G
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|

{

Islam, According to MUHAMMAD, FARD was arrested by the Detroit
Police Department in 1933, and shortly thereafter was asked to

leave Detroit by the police department. MUHAMMAD clalims that
FARD continued to teach Islam in Chicago until 193k, at which
time FARD disappeared and nothing about him has been heard
since this time.

The r'lles of the Chicago O0ffice Iindicate that
W.D. FARD, as WALLACE DON FARD, FBI # 56062, was arrested as
WALLACE FARAD by the Detroit, Michigan Police Department on
May 25, 1533, their number 45138, on a charge of INV. No
dlsposition was given,

The Identification Record for PARD dlsc indicates
that he was arrested by the Los 4dngeles, California Police

Department as WALLIE FORD, their number 16448, on November 17,

1918, on a chargc of ADW. No disposition was given.

) (2-Detroit NN (RY)

2-Los Angeles (IM)
2-8an Prancisco (RM)
l-Chicago (10?—33683)
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This record also indicates that FARD was received
at the State Frison, San Quentin, California, as WALLIE D.
FORD, their number 2314, on June 26, 1926 on & charge of
VIOL, POIS Act. Disposition given O to 6 years, May 26, 1933,
DISCH. :

her entries on the FBI Identification Record
are E&;gg_ #164;8, Los Angeles, California, WA, sale, $400
N Aav

ar 1 H T#AIJLET FODD, 1“]"’\4 T.0a 'Aneal es Nalt Pavwnila

(=}
S ke e S N \d.uJ (=] i [1] dbvl-'-l-'. ] Al NS b £l s N - of Rty e e WL AL

WA, P0OSS, March [, 1926, $1.00 or 1 day, March Y, 1926.
Additionsl allases listed are WALLACE FORD and W.D. FARAD.

The following 1s a description as furnished by

[ I e B B}

the Detrolt Police Department, their number 451308:

Sex Male

Rece White

Age 33 years in 1933
Welight 127 gounds
Height : 5164

Build Slim

Hair Black

Eyes Maroon
Rationality Arabian

According to the FBI Identification Record, additional
informaetion in the files of the Buresu indicate birth place as
-d -

1 4 Avnltd A F 1
Oregon, occupation cook, nationality American, complsxion

dark, scars and marks, small scar back of left hand, black mole
right side of sto?ach. ;

Detroit is reguested to review the indices of their
Office for any pertinent information concerning wW.D. FARD or
WALLACE DON Rapb;»MRLLACE FARAD. Detroit 1s also requested to
AN review records of the Detroit Police Department, their number
7B ¢yh5138, and ascertain circumstances concerning FARD!'s arrest
2 i,,lgb on May 25, 1933 and giaposition thereof, and to furnish Chicago
ol 5 a photograph Af avallable.
N .
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Los Angeles is requested to review Los Angele® - -
Police Department record number 164148, and advise Chicago
of the circumstances surrounding the arrest of FARD for ADW
and disposition thereof. It is ealso requested that & photograph,
if available, be furnished.

San Francisco is requested to contact officials

at San Quentin Prison amd review their file #,231lL, and advise
Chicago circumstances surrounding the . incarceration of FARD,

end if available, furnish a photograph.

It 1s requested that all Offices recelving coples /”
of this letter W furnished the requested information by /
letter. /

/



()ﬁﬁ- SAC, Detroit (100-26356)

i

¥. D, FARD, wa, Wallase Furad
an - NOI

Reference is made 30 your letter of July 31, 1957,
with respect to captionsd Subjest.

A review of Detroit Indlces reflects that Chieago
has received all intelligence available in the files of this
Investigative Clerk

ortrice, ( )C
An?ut 9
1957, ascertained from Patro Detroit Police
Deparument, that Subject as WALLA y vroit Polioce
Department #45135, was arrested May 25, 1933, by that
Departmant for Investigation at the Praymore Hotel as chief
of the Voodoos. FARAD was then described as age 33, 5' 87,
135 1bs,, Arabian ancestry, minister, No disposition
eppeared and no other details were available frem the Detroit
- Police De t £iles. A photograph of Bubjeet obtained
from the Detroit Police Department is deing forwarded as
an enslosure herewith, : .
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DIRECTOR, FBI 8/21/57 (

SAC, M:(ﬁu\cxsco (100-443165) )
FORMATION CONTAINE!
W. D, FARD mgé?n nsucms m

3M - RO1
001 CHICAGO

Re Chicage letter to Detroit dated July 31, 1957,

‘On August 15, 1957»“ Records Section,
San Quentin Btate P San “uen » G8 ornia, made avail-
able to B*Momuon pertaining to WALLIE
D, PORD, San Cuentin number [231}. !

These redords reflect that under the name of WALLIE D.

FORD, indic:ted as the true name of the Sudbject, he was received
at San Quentin Penitentiary June 12, 1926, from Los Angoles
County, California, where he had been convicted for & violation
of the State Polgen /6t, These records further indicated that
FORD was born at Portland, Ore-on, on February 25, 1891, his
father bein.- ZARED RORD, mother, LIZATRICE FORD, both of whom
were born in Bawall, ZARED PORD!s ocoupation vas listed as
operator of the PFord Bottling Works, Honolulu, Hawaii, The
followin  description was noted relative to WALLIK D, FORD:

Race White
Ocoupation Coo
Heirht ' 33{0"
Wei ht 33 pounds
Com»lexion Darik
Eyos . Maroon
' Black
Hnritnl Status ' Harried
Children , are § = 1926,
Rduoation | Poniie -oho.:u. Pertland,
. ( Oroon.
Pormer iddréss k01 Mount Eazle Place,

Los Angeles, Califorrvia,

VWhen interviewed by California 8tate Parole Authorities
concerning his past, the records indicate that FORD furnished
information as followss

{

2 - Burean (RRG)
1 = Chisage smo-nsa,;) {REG)
Info) (
Los Angsles (Info) (REG)
2 - Sm Pranciseo (100-413165)
{1 - 25-29163%)
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He was bora in Portland, Oregon, in 1391, and o
lived in that city until 1313, at which time he moved
to the Lea Angeles area where he resided ntil the time
of his arrest, He married HAZEL BARTOF in Loas Angeles
and shs was 26 years of &ge at that time, One ohild
resépted from this union,

Ascoording to San Quentin records, District
Attorney KEYES of Los reles County, prousecutor in
the “ubjuet's came, mede the fellowing statement ecncern-
ing the erime, "This defendant had in his poasession
druge which his partner EIWARD DONALDSOR offered to
sell to police officers for $225. They becams suspicious
when they detected one of the efficers hsndocuffs and
refused to go through with the deal, Offioars found
ths drugs at PORD's place of business,”

San Quentin records reflect that while in that
inatitution, letters were received attesting to FORD's
good character from the feollewing individuals:

Mrs, HAZEL E, OSBORNE (former wife), who ststed
in substance that PORD did not drinic, smoke, or gamble,
He was morally a good man that because hé was tempermontal,
their marriage resulted in divorse,

Mrs, MARY BROWN of Leos Anc-eles, who ltated that
FORD had been "lilke one of our family for ten yoars,"

Mrs. P2ARL MORTON or Los Angeies, who wrots on
May 23, 1927, "I have known him for 1l ycara; my
mothsr and I havb always been very fond of hﬂn...nlwnys
treated him as one of the familyees™

Hhilc incarcerated at “an Quentin, the Subject
was employed in the JuSe mill and az a road werker,

L™

San Quentin records indicate that FORD wasm
released fraom San Quentin May 27, 1929.

In ormation osopies of this communication are
furnished Détroit and Les Angels#s for ltailtanec in their __
investigation of instaen$ ease,

It &8 noted that the recordl ef San Quentin
Prison are currently being consolidated with other state

- 00909 33
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s Onl4Ponnta sl
resdrds atl Vacaville, Calilfornis, and sonssqusnily no

photogiraph of the Subject is aveilable &t the present
time, Efforts will be made in the immediate future to
obtain a photogranh of FORD from the Btate Recordts
Orfice at Vacaville, California, when these reocords
are filed and made available.

HEAD

AT VACAVILLE, CALIF N

Will obtain a photegraph of WALLIE D. FORD,
San Quentin mumber L231l.
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OFFICE MEMORANDTUM:* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

L X

DIRECTOR, FBI (100~ ) DATE: ]0 -3 _57

FROM

oo

. SAC, CHICAGO (100=33683)

SUBJECT W, D. FARD AL INFORMATION CONTAINED . s o £-O
SECURITY MATTER - NOI Hmaﬁfjﬁégﬁﬂw
0.0.~ Chicago DATEL =24 -AS8Y SN
2

Reference San Francisco letter to Bureau 8/27/57,

LT

For the information of the Honolulu, Portlarid, and
Washington Fisld Offices, as a result of a recent inspection
of the Chicago 0fflce, it was suggested that a concerted erfor%/)'
be made to determine the whereabouts of W. D, FARD, reportedly
the founder of the Nation of Islam (NOI).

According to speesches and writings of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD,
the National leader of the NOI, "ALLAH" came to Detroit,

Michigan, from Mec the person of one W. D, FARD,
who taught him, MUHAMMAD, for threse years concerning lslam,

MUHAMMAD claims that FARD taught Jstam in Detroit, MiehiEan,
'r'om 0 at which time he was mszked to leavs rolt
by the Detroit Police Department and subsequently came to

; I11ino¥s, FARD taught I T

Chicago, slam until 1934, at which time
he  disappeared and nothing has been heard from him since
that time, MUHAMMAD has also indiceted that FARD returned

to Meccs,

Bureau (REGISTERED)

Detroit (100-26356) (REGISTERED)

- Honotulu (AIR MAIL-REGISTERED)

~ Los Angeles (105.14805) (REGISTERED)

~ Portland (REGISTERED)

~ San Francisco :(100-43165) (REGISTERED)

o Waahingtan T1alld Nffiaa (REATYS
= WAOLILUKUVUIl T1ULY VIiiUu |

Chicago
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Investigation in this matter indicates that W. D,
FARD may be identical with one WALIIE FORD, FEI #46062- who

was arrested on February 15
Department, their number 16

1926, by The Los Angeles Police
8, for violation of the State

Polson Act and subsequently receivod a sentence of one-half
to six years at San Quentin Prison, San Quentin, Californla,

their number [2314.

Relet indicates that the records of the San Quentin
Prison, their number 4231l;, for WALLIE D, FORD indicates that
the subjoct was received at San Quentin PenTtentlary on
June 12, 1926, from Los Angeles, California, These records

" indicate that FORD was born on February 25, 1891, at Portland,

Oregon, and his parents were liated as mother, BEATRICE FORD,
and father, ZARED FORD, both of whom-were born in Hawail,

Prison records reflect that ZARED FORD's occupation was

listed as the operator of the Ford Bottling Works, Honolulu,
Hawali, When interviewed by Californis State Parocle Authoritieas
concerning his past, the prison records indicated that FORD
furnished information that he reasided in Portland Oregon,

o 1 Ron e~ 10
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at 2t At L 1n A P e
irom s Ly v .I.7J._) 8% wWaiCa vilme no JUILE R B =R UU HUE .H.l.].sUJ.Uﬂ

until his arreat in 1926,

He married HAZEL BARTON, age 26,
in Los Angeles during this time and one child,

\ rosulted

from this union. FORD was released from San Quentin'on May

27, 1929,

The prison racords reflect the following description

of FORD:

Height: .
Height°i
Complexion°
Eyeos:

Hair:

Marital Status=:
Children:
Education:

Former Address:

White

Cook e
5t 6 3/8" -
133 1bs,

Dark

A e

o EITOWLL

Black

Married

One, age 5 - 1926

Public schools, Portland,
Oregon

L1401 Mount Eagles Place

Los Angeles, California .3 ?-5 L’

00012
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The attention of the Detroit Office is called to

Detroit letter to Chicago dated October 31, 1955, which
enclosed three copies of an article of "The American Journal
of Sociology,” Volume XLIIT, No. 6, May, 1938, entitled,
"The Voodoo Cult Among Negro Migrants in Detroit,"™ by one
ERDMANN DOANE BENYON, Thils article was obtained from the
Detroit Board of Education and contains information relating
to the background of the NOI concerning its origination and
beliefs, A review of this mrticle indicates that the author,
BENRYON, apparently wrote this article in August, 1937, and
onnhectlion nlversity o chigan,inasmuch as a

the end of the article there appeared the words, "University
of Michigan."

All offices receiving_copios of this letter are
ted to conduct investigation set forth and reply by

reque
lakta

- §
attar
W e e

DETROIT OFFICE

AT ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN \

¥Will make inquiry at the University of Miohigan to
determine if ERDMANN DOANE BENYON was ever enrcllad or employed
at the University of Mioshigan. If a record is looatad, inquiry
should be mede of BENYON's former associates and at the
alumi office to determine 1f his present whereabouts are
known., If BENYON 1s located in the Detroit Division, he should
be Interviewed for all information he may possess concerning
W. D, FARD and the Nation of Islam, Speclal attention should be
pald to BENYON's sourees of the information appearing im lis
ticle and to any netes, documents or other research material
e may have retained., If BENYON does not how reside within the
Detroit Division, r.load should be set for his intert¥lew as
outlined above. '

\ B

-3 -
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HONOLULU OFFICE
AT HONOLULU, HAWAILL

Will determine if there is, or ever was, a
Ford Bottling Works located in Honolulu. If so, will
determine who the present officers of this company are,
and will interview them concerning ZARED and BEATRICE
FORD and concerning WALLIE D. FORD. It should be deter-
mined whether the FORDs or any of thelr relatives are
still allve and 1f any information concerning WALLIE D,
FORD 1s known, If any relatives or 1f WALLIE D, FORD
are located, consideration should he given to irtervliewing
them to determine if WALLIE D. FORD 1s identical with W. D.
FARD, and, 1if so, for any information comerning his
founding of the NCI. If Honolulu 1s not in possession of
information concerning W. D. FARD'!'s founding of the NOI
end such information 18 necessary to conduct an interview,
Honolulu should request same from Chicago.

Credit and c¢riminal checks concerning ZARED

FORD, BEATRICE FORD and WALLIE D, FORD should be conducted,
if deemed advisable,

LOS ANGELES OFFICE

AT LO3 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

It 1s noted that records at San Quentin Priaon
reflect that WALLIE D, FORD had been married to HAZEL E,
OSBORN at Los Angeles, posslibly arocund 1920, and that they
were divorced sometime prior to 1926, It is also noted that
FORD was the father of one chlld which would have been five
years of age in 1926,

LosjAngeles should check marrlage records to
attempt to locate a record of the marriage of WALLIE D. FORD

... bOO14
| 336
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and HAZEL E, OSBORNE, possibly around the year 1920.
Los Angeles should slso check birth records for the child
born to FORD and snould check divorce records for
information concerning FORD!'s divorce from OSBORNE. From
these records all background informatlion concerning FORD,
OSBORNE and the child should be obtained Logical

and the child, If they can be located, they should be
interviewed for all information they can furnish about

WALLIE D, FORD,

PORTLAND QOFFICE

AT PORTLAND, OREGON ;

11 s & & Aﬂute
for WALLIE D FORD reportedly b F bruery 25,
Portland, Oregon.

If available, will review Public School records
for any information ldentifisble with FORD and report

informstion contained therein.
':

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE

AT SAN QUENTIN, CALIFORNIA

Will check the subject's record at San Quentin
Prison to determine if there were any addresses listed for
HAZEL E. OSBORNE, MARY BROWN, PEARL MORTON, all of Los
Angeles9 California, who corresponded with FORD during his
incarceration at San Quentin,

"2 00015
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Will make inquiry at the Passport Division of the
State Department for any record identiflable with W. D, FARD
or W, D. FARAD or W. FARD MOHAMMED or MUHAMMAD.

00016
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AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED -
TO DIRECTOR, FBI
FROIM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (105-4805)

AL BFORYTICN CONANED 3 54 6 &D

RE: CHANGED: W. D, FARD, was. CRERIIN 13 UNCLASSIFE
N Wallel Ford, ;g?&agﬂgﬁim
Weo"1 Y, D. Fordl Fred Dodd : l NP —
7 SM - NOI . T <
(00: cHIChGO) -%

Re Chicago ‘letter to Bureau 10/3/57.

The title of this case is being marked "Changed" and
the aliases WALLACE FORD, W. D, FORD and FRED DODD, as furnished
by his former common-law wife, and the name of WALLEI FORD, as

obtained from Los Angeles Police Department records, are bc.iug

added to the title.

Records of the Los Angeles County Birth Index were
caused to be searched by SEGNEENNENE o 10/15/57 for the
period from 1911 through 1927, and the following birth record
was located:

Records 1620, volume 173, page 7850: Birth of one
WALLACE DODD FORD, malz child, born on 9/1/20 at the MacDonald
Sanitarium; father - WALLACE FORD, 347 South Flower Street,

Bureau (AM - REGISTERED) ‘
Chicago 5100 33u83}§AM - REGISTERED)

Detroit (100-26355)(Info. )(REGISTERED)
Honolulu glnfo Y(REGISTERED)

A
I

("}

Portland (AM - REGISTERED)
Richmond (Encl,1){AM - REGISTERED)

San Francisco (100-43165 Y(Info. )(REGISTERED)
Washingtorn Field fAM - Dmnvqmunwn\

ﬂGDll.LIJ&UUL [ LA v )

Los Angeles (1 - 105 4805)
(1 - 105- 2604)

[ T B |
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Los Angeles; race white, age 2, born in New Zealand, occupation _.
regtaurant L"nnhn-n mothar - mai r'h:n nname HAZEL BBP'T'(\]\T Qll"? QA11+h

b T LAl Cad LRy S s wldoeL dlTA L ViTll LAIGRINS LRdl AhbL WwWAN WA WAL

Flower Street, race white, age 25, born state of New York
occupation - hone. The birth was certified on 9/2/20 by HARLEY
E. MacDONALD, physician, with offices at 1521 South Hope Street,

Los Angeles,

~ttached to the above birth ceptificate was an amend-
ment to the certificate dated 7/10/40, filed by HAZEL FORD
EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, mother of WALLACE
DODD FORD, who was born in the city of Los Angeles on the first
day of September 162G, as stated in the certificate of birth
filed by HARLEY E, MacDONALD on 9/2,/20. The amended birth
certificate changed the original certificate to read: Full
name of child, WALLACE MAX FORD; occupation of mother changed to

Y 1 Ay
read housewlfe Affiant of the above amended birth certificate

was HAZEL FCRD EVELSIZER of ﬂTTﬁ Hub Street. It was sworn to
on 7/1/40. CLIFFORD EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street z2lso sub-
scribed to the above information on 7/1/40 before notary public
in and for the County of Los Angeles, State of California.

4> _
S SE caused a check to be made on
10,/15/57 of the Los Angeies County Marriage Records for the

period 1/1/12 through 12/31/26, and of the Los Angeles County
Superior Court Divorce Records for 1/1/14 to 12/31/30, and
no record of marriage or divorce was found between FARD or
FORD and HAZEL BARTON, HAZEL FORD or HAZEL OSBORNE,

Mrs, CLIFFORD EVELSIZER, who stated that her full

name was HAZEL BARTCN FORD OSBORNE EVELSIZER, was 1lnterviewed
at her residence, 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, by SA

?on October 17, 1957, at whicn time she furnished the
following information:

i

Her maiden name was HAZEL BARTON. In 1919 in Los
Angeles she met WALLACE FORD who was operating a cafe at
34" South Flower Street, Los Angeles, HAZEL began living with
him and their residence was an apartment above the cafe. A
male child was born on 9/1/20 in Los Angeles and was named
WALLACE DODD FORD. In 1921 or 1922 she moved out on FORD and
took the child with her, She continued to live in ILos Angeles.
Her second "husbénd" was OSBORNE who lived six months and died,

and then she met her third "husband," CLIFFORD EVELSIZER, with
whonm she ig still livine CLIFFORD EVELSIZER is a rai--!ﬁed

TVAA WA ddd AV kbifn e Al LA A W ddpibd d il A b L

employze of the c¢city of Los Angeles.

00918 399



LA 105-4805

The child of FORD, WALLACE DODD FORD, later known as
WALLACE MAX FORD, was in the U, S. Coast Guard during World e
— War II and was killed at Linhaven Roads, Virginia, on 8/3/42,
HAZEL has documentary proof of death of child as set out above.

Information re subJject's criminal record under Los
Angeles Police Department No. 16447 1s set out in Los Angeles
letter to Chicago dated 8/26/57. WALLEI FORD was arrested by
the LAPD on 11/17/18 for assault with a deadly weapon and
was released, He was agaln arrested on 1/20/26 for violation
of the Woolwine Act (California prohibition law), possession
and sale. On 3/4/26 he was sentenced tc a one dollar fine or
one day in jail on count 1 and to a four hundred dollar filne
or 180 days in jall on count 2. On 2/15/26 he was arrested
for the third time by the LAPD for violation of the State
Poison Act - a felony. He was sentenced on 5/28/26 to a
term of from six months to six years and was recelved at
San Quentin State Penitentiary on §/12/26, He was released
from San Quentin on 5/27/29.

HAZEL described FORD &s male, white, New Zealander,
exact age unknown, 518", 140 pounds, slender build, black
curly hair, black eyes, beautiful even teeth, straight nose,
Caucasian features, no visible scars, extremely swarthy
complexion, had the appearance of a very dark complected
Mexican.

HAZEL advised that FORD had come to Los Angeles from

Oregon at least four or “ive years before she met him in 1919
and had been operating his cafe at 347 South Flower Street,
Los Angeles, during tuaat pericd., FORD never told her anything
about his background, He never mentioned his date or place
of birth, education,, parents, brothers or sisters., On one

s - occasion she found an 0ld letter addressed to him under the
name of FRED DODD in Salem, Oregon. By reading the letter she
knew without question in her mind that FRED DODD and WALLACE
FORD were identical; however, he always used the name WALLACE
FORD while she knew him in Los Angeles,

HAZEL recalled that a girl, name unknown, told her
in sabout 1919 or 1920 that she, the girl, had helped FORD
write letters to his parents in New Zealand because FORD
had very little feducation and had trouble with his correspon-
dence, Accordirg to HAZEL this unknown girl had been a waltress
in FORD's cafe and had lived with FORD before HAZEL came along.
From this and from the birth certificate on the child HAZEL
assumed that FORD came from New Zealand.

00019
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HAZEL recalled that in 1919 when she fiprst moved in
with FORD he mentioned that he had been married, possibly in il

Oregcn; that there had been a bitter separation and FORD

had been unable to obtain a divorce, and that was one of the
reasons she and FORD were never married., FORD had a boy of
this marriage. HAZEL thinks the boy was born sometime prior
to 1914 or 1915, possibly in Oregon.

In 1926 FORD, while operating his cafe, was
associated with a man who was half Chinese,and the two of
them s0ld narcotlces for which they were arrested and both

sent to prison The other noPrson Was narnnlad hive BORTD +47A
i ek d P i NFil e e LN Vuli\d ) S Fad ol LV-I-\.-\A’ AAA U e WL RS (PR Y

HAZEL that he would serve out hls time and did not want a
parcle as he wanted to be a free man when he was released,

After his release from San Quentin on 5/27/29 ¥QORD
went to Chicago and was in Chicago and Detrolt from then until
1932 when FORD visited HAZEL, her present husband and the
child in Los Angeles. PORD was driving a 1929 Model A Ford

coupe with California license plates. FORD had white sheets
over the seats of the car, He left the sheets with HAZEL,
saying that he would not need them any more as he was going
back to New Zealand. FORD zave no explanation as to why he
uged white sheets., On this singular visit FORD advised HAZEL
and her family that he was only eating one meal a day and
that this was his new way of life, HAZEL advised that FORD
was wearing his hair long and full in the back. Previously
he had always had a short conventional halrcut.

FORD said that since his release from San Quentin
he had been selling doctors' supplies. During this visit in
1932 FORD gave HAZEL a small box containing self~threading
needles, This box was postmarked 4/28/3C from the Marcellene
Chemical Company, 1900 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia,
and was addressed to W, D, FORD, General Delivery, Chicago,
Illinois, HAZEL gave the box to the interviewing agent and
the same is being retained in the Los Angeles file in instant
case,

HAZEL advised she corresponded with FORD from 1929
to 1932, All of her letters were addressed to him care of
General Deliveryfin elther Chicago, Illincis or Detrolt, Michigan.
She corresponded with FORD on an average of once or twice a
yYear, She tried to get FORD to send money for the support of
the child, HAZEL recalls that when FORD did write he said he
had no money to send.

00020
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TATZRT adurdans hat+s BORTD n
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political, economic, social or religious beliefs, and that
he had never indicated any interest in such things.

A had arvr unusy

4 dlANA ml‘y AL a

Mr., and Mrs, EVELSIZER are leaving Los Angeles on
10/21/57 for a winter vacation in trailer parks in Florida,
They will return to Los Angeles on 4/15/58, 1In the interim
they can be contacted through P,0. Box 42-554, York Station,
Los Angeles 42, California, :

Enclosed with this airtel to Richmond is a copy of
relet. i

LEADS

Copies of this airtel are being furnished to Detroit,
Honolulu and San Francisco for thelr information in view of
the pending investigation in those offices.

PORTLAND OFFICE

Will check marriage records in an effort to locate
a marriage Tfor FORD sometime prior to 1914 or 1915,

RICHMOND OFFICE

Will contact ti.e Marcellene Chemical Company, 1900
West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, and obtain any background
information they may .aave concerning the subject, noting that
they were in contact with him on 4/28/30 and that he was
allegedly selling doctors' supplles during that period.

WASHINGTON I'IELD OFFICE ¢

Will check INS records for any information concerning
the subject, noting that he allegedly came from New Zealand,

" RUC,

-

00021
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 DIRECTOR, FB1
SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-48168)

WeD. FARD
SM=NOI
(00 Chicago)

Re San Func!sco Jetter to Bureau 8/27/57, and
Chicage lstisr to Bureaw, 10/3/57.

i —
- on 10/&/51“ ldent{ficatlion Officer,
Gnlumc and Rsception sT,

lifornia Medical Faclility, (D
Vacaville, California made avallable to sﬁ
phitograph of WALLY D. FORD, sq#%zsm, which pho tltcd
was taken in June 1926 whan ubject was reaived at the

. reGeption center,

' %st.tcd that his r¢cords indicate that the t
Sublect was ed in Detroit, Michigan, their number L5138 :

—t

s e

on 5/. charge of Investigatlon. —ﬂlngntcd
that authorities might have a more recent photograph
#f the Subject. The atormationcd photegrnph h cncloscd .

, a8 GG W1l e

Oon 10/9/57, §r Rocords Scctlon. San
Quaun Pruon advised that records contain ae
1os Angeles addresses for MARY BROWN er PEARL MORTON, The
only address contalned in the San Juentin file for HAZEL
OSBORME, nee BARTON, was listed as 401 Mount Eagle Place,
Los Angclu, California. d)

, LEAD ALL INFORMATION ConTANES 3

B 1S UNGLASSIFI :
DETROIT OFF1CE ”‘M&@W
: 3S/9 :

AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN

Will sttempt to lecste through the files of the Detroit |
PD under PD quUB a more rscent-pmtograph of the Subject. ) o

= RUC = {

2= Bursau
= Chicage {Enci. 1)
- Detroit
1 ~ Les Angeles o
& = 3an Francisco (100-3156)

e

S S
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‘Pirecteor, FBI Ootober 22, 1957
- k O)‘h 8AC, Detrolt (100-26356) ' - .
W D, PARD, was. A wemnon couve y
. llo Ban !'me!.uo letter te Burean instant esption OO
Foe e OMT and Los Angeles airtel teo an instant eaption r

F = -

Refsrenced Ban Prancissce httm- sets out a lead
for the Detrolt Office to locate a file at the Detroit
!‘o).lao .mpm-unt on npﬂoud individual wunder Detroit
PD Ho. 45138 in an attempt %o wwii‘ﬁ & resent photegrsaph

of the Subject.

d} Por the inferma he Bureau and San Pranciseo,

_an August 9, 1957, IC _ ascertained from Patrolman
Detroit Folleo artment, that Bub ject as

» Detroit PD No. hﬁ)&, was arrested 25,

1933, by that dopu-tn-nt for investigation at the Fraymore

Notel as Ohjef of the Voodoos. PARAD was then deseribed

as age 131, Gt8%. 135 1bha., Arablan ancestry. eteupation

1isted a8 minister. HNo dispositien appesred and mo

other detalls were xvailabdle frem the pelioce department

f1lles. A photegraph of the Bubject was sbtained frem the

nntroit huoo Doparhcnt and was romrdod to the Chiosgo

Sffiee, it be noted that the photogreph was ens taken
t"in 1933,

.‘Of th. ‘\leQO 933.

S




)

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

T : DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM : SAC, CHICAG (390-33683)
SUBJECT: "CHANGED" )

WALLACE DON FORD, was.,

W. D. Fard, "Allah",
Mohammsd /A1}, Fred Dodd,
Wall Farrad, Wallace Farad,
W, D. Fgraud, Wallei Ford,

Wali Mohammad, F, Mohammad-Ali,

Farrad /Mohammad
SECURITY MATTER - NOI
00 - Chicago

Ra Mlacme Tx e Th2

de o
T Miliv Epdy LT WVESI

Angeles airtel to
The title of this

1957, Los

<%
ALt INFORMATION CONTAINED :
HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED ——
DAY { BY
3s 1G4

{

P S 3

to Uirector dated October 3,

Director dated October 18, 1957,

case 1s being marked “Ch&ﬁged“

to list the subject's true name as WALLACE DON FORD and

to include all aliases by which he has been known.

name and list of aliases was obtained

Chicago files, however, documentstion

- allases 1s not being included in this
- f

This
from a review of the
for sach of the above
letter,

The subject shall be referred to hereafter in

thls letter as W. D. FARD,

2 - Buresu (REGISTERED)

2 - Baltimore (REGISTERED)

2 - Detroit (100-26356) (REZISTERED)
2 - Portland (REGISTERED)

1 - Richmond (Info) (REGISTERED)

2 -

2 -

Chicago

d)o i - 25~20607

Washington Field (REGISTERED)
A
i

\
N s Al
L2




CG 100-33683

For the 1nformation of Baltimore, the following
information concerning the Natlon of Islam is being supplied:

According to the speeches and wriltings of ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD, the National leader of the NI, "Allah" came to
Detroit, Michigan, from Mecca in 1930, in the person of
one W, D, FARD, and taught MUHAMNMAD for three years concerning
Islam, MUHAMMAD claims that FARD taught Islam in Detroit,

=N P §
Michigan from 1930 untlil 1933, at which times he was asked

to leave Detroit by the Detroit Police Department. He
subsequently came to Chicago, Illinols, where he tsught
Islam until 1934, at which time he disappeared and nothing
has been heard from him since, MUHAMMAD has indicated that
FARD returned to Mecca. In the current philoasophy of the
NOI, W. D. FARD is referred to as the founder of the NOI
end the Savior of the "go-called" Negro,

The folleowing information w

< N L Ol & _‘*-
review of Chicago files: N

The Moorish Sclence Temple of America (M3TA)
flourished in Chicago in the late 1920's under the lesdershi
of a Negro calling himself NOBLE DREW ALI. During World - [
War II the Bureau conducted extensive investigation of /
the MSTA because of the possibilities of Japanese influence \
in that organization.

I/'

-~

6n is drawn o\
arch 16, 1943,
was,., ET AL;
EDITION;

Detroit file

The attention of t Detroit Divi
to the report of 3A
at Detrolt entitled
INTERNAL SECURITY -

OVERTHROW OR DESTRUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT"

D -6603, Page 4 of this re
_5" nterviewsd
N ad etroit, Michi

dvised
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Pontlac, Michligan, According tm several
years previously an individual by the name ol FARD (phonetic}),

whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in
having many members leave the MSTA and affiliste themselves
with a group which he referred to as "Mooselems",.

Also the Chicago Office is in possession of a G=-2
report dated December 30, 1950, at Detroit, Michigan, which
reflects that in 1930 a man calling himself W. D, FARD took
over a group of Negroes which had been organized by another
Negro named NOBLE D. OLLIE, W. D. FARD 1s reported to be
the organizer of both the NOI and an organization known
as the "Development of OQur Own,"

; The Chicago Division 1s also in possession of an

ONI report dated October 13, 1942, which 1lists one ABDUL

MUHAMMAD, & "first officer” of the NOI in Detroit, as

having been the host of one SATARKATA TAKAHASHI, founder

of the Japanese "Black Dragon Society". Apparently,

TAKAHASHTI and ABDUL MUHAMMAD resided together in Detroit

in the early IQBUTET"ffE—Eﬁfé connection, the attention

of the Detroit Division 1s directed to their file 62-709

on an individual named NAKA NAKANE, wa., Satakata Tak ashi._,é o

Detroit should further refer to the report %%ﬁ———
dated March 30, 1940, at Detroit in this ca )

Tréeport reflects that NAKANE was instrumental in the formatio

of an organization known as the "Development of OQur 0wnﬁ,&j?$g;i#

Page 58 in this report reflects that on June 29, 1939,

TAKAHASHI was arresated for 1llegal entry and attempted

bribery of United States Immigration inspector. Upon

interview by a Bureau Agent following his conviction for

bribery, TAKAHASHI stated that in 1930 in Tacoma, Washington,

he becamse acqusinted with a Negro Minister, JOHN WHITE.

Upon going to Petrolt from Tecoma, in the early 1930ts,

TAKAHASHI contacted one ABDUL MUHAMMAD because MUHAMMAD

had written WHITE requesting that a Japanese work among

-3 00026
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*fbis report reflects that on September 9, 1942, one
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CG 100-33683

n AD /’:)'“.\') =

e Negroes 1 I s t
t left beca m a fraud. Page 60
L ]

u us -
of this report reflects that AEDH__MHHAMMAQ_%E_%E%;EE;g,AGQ' 09 -
havig%_%iggﬁig_gnﬂinaana_aaxlumb No source r ;o
niormation. .
jiiilintate

-

this

LT - e

The agttention of the Detroit Division is further

directed to Detroit file number 100-6781 and to the report
Aor 8 dated October 27, 1942, at
Detroit entitled "FOREIGN INSPIRED AGITATION AMONG THE

AMERICAN NEGROES IN THE DETROIT DIVISION", Page 5 of

OUSHA APPACANIS wag interviewed at Detroit by Sis NN
AR = - o vine he stabod
that

e was National Executive Secretary of the organization
known as the "Development of OQur Own". APPACANIS joined
the organization in about 1935, when it was under the
leadership of one MUHAMMAD,who died in about 1935. APPACANIS
stated thet MUHAMMAD's wife, sfter his death, had told
him that MUHAMMAD had taken one SATAKATA TAKAHASHI into
hls home when TAKAHASHI was ill at which time TAKAHASHI
learned the principles of MUHAMMAD's organization and
when he was well, approached- MUHAMMAD, with the thought
in mind 7 " that the two of them could utilize the
organization fto make a great deal of money, MUHAMMAD!'s
wife related that NUHAMMAD refused this approath.

A copy of this,letter is being directed
lichmond Dlvislon for information inasmuch as inv
is presently pending in that Division.
Reguest of Bureau

The Bureau is requested to review thelr indices
and furnish Chicago with all information appearing concerning
the subject under the known allases listed in the title
of this letter, 1In view of the Implications furnished in
this letter that W. D. FARD may posslibly have been instrumental

t
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in the founding of the organization known as the "Development

of Our Own", the Bureau 1a requested to consider having our

Attache at Tokyo determine if NAKANE, who was reported gg/’
deported from the United States to Japan, is still alive /2-/&3 7}7
and 1f so to interview him for any information he might

possess concerning W, D. FARD,

Undeveloped Leads -

The Baltimore Diviglon

Will check the files of G-2 for all information
appearing concerning W, D, FARD and especially for any
information appearing concerning his founding of the NOI
and the "Development of Our Own'". If the source of the
information appearing in the G-2 report dated December 30,
1950 at Detroit, mentioned above, is shown, should determine
if that source 1s available and be contacted by the Bureau,

The Detroit Diviaion

E Will attempt to_locate
! who was reported in 1943 to have been
| MSTA Temple at Pontdiac, Michigan. I is
wn \<f/ located, he should be thoroughly intervliewe all information
!

A

he possesses concerning the fact that one FARD led a schism
from the MSTA. He' should be shown a photograph of W. D. FARD,
Dstroit Police Department Number 45138, to determine if

this 1s the person that led the achiam from the MITA,

00028
400
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The Detrolt Diviaion should thoroughly review
their file on SATAKATA TAKAHASHI to determine if the ABDUL e
MUHAMMAD mentioned in that file could be identicsl with UL“"¢{‘ -
W, D, FERD and attempt to Identify further this ABDUL iuf LAY 3
MUHAMMAD and t6 1ocg;ﬂ_hhn 20UTCe of the information £
indi¢ating that ABDUL MUHAMMAD died in an insané asylum.- b

f%\.@".f

The Detrolt Division 1s reqguested to attempt | A7 brs
to locate the OUSHA APPACANIS mentloned in this letter,

, and, if they are able £0 l1locate him, he should be interviewed

for all informatlon he possesses concerning MUHAMMAD, He

should be_shown_a photograph of W, D. FARD to determine if

W. D, FARD 1s . identical with MUHAMMAD. In this connection

it is noted that the Detroit OFTice wWas formerly office of

origin in the investigation of the organization known as

the "Development af Qur Own", Detroit O0ffice should review \f

this file to determine if W, D, FARD was actually instrumental A
in ¥He foundin of this d?éﬁ_lzafion a3 was reported in ﬁheﬂayﬁ »0
“report,

ahove_mentioned 1 ff
The Portlsnd Divialon

Reference is made to the lead set forth to the
Portlend Division in referenced L.os Angeles airtel, The
Portland Division is requested to sttempt to locate a
marriage for W. D. FARD sometime prior to 1914, and to
locate a birth of a male child born to FARD sometime prior
to 191}, 1In this connection, it should be noted that
raferenced airtel Peflects that W. D, FARD may have used
the name FRED DODD and may have lived at Salem, Oregon.
If any information concerning W, D. FARD's marriage or
the birth of his child is located, Portland should conduct
logical investligation to locate the former wife and the
chlld and then should interview them for any information
they may possess concerning W, D. PFARD,

1

i

-6 -

Hol

00029



-l

CG 100-~-33683

The Washington F;gld Division

Will check the records of ONI for any information
they may possess concerning W, D. FARD and for any
information that might be shown concerning his founding of
the NOI and any indication that W. D. FARD might be ldentical
with the ABDUL MUHAMMAD mentioned in the above mentioned
ONI report as being a "first officer" with the NOI., The
sources of ONI?'s information should be determined if
possible and should be determined if they are avallable
to be contacted by the Bureau,

-
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" Office Meémorandum = UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO R SAC, DETROIT (100-26356%)
Cr- P I vy
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=on N L mfowmmﬂ,cwglm

sugjsc:  WALLACE DON 7ORD, was. DAe= Xy
SM - NOI : - T

DaTE: December 11, 1957

- Re Chicago letter to the Bireau, October 30, 1957.

)/2—_5-3670-::- -

L Photo of WALLACE D, FARAL, in 1933, contained in 1-A
Serial 9 K>p |

Report of SAW June 1, 1942, at Washington,
cc Chicago, re W Z MOZAMMED, was. YILLIE MOHAMMED stated

he was born near Sandersville, Ga., on August 5, 1891 and
nis slave name was WILLIE POOLE, WILLIE MOHAMMED advised

he met "ALLAH" or W. D. FORD in Detroit in 1931.
- = *“?:- - ‘j‘:‘ -.-.‘..: .

Serial 10 ¢ . ' ’ o
N ,_" L e eret T - . ,‘.a, T -
- “Repori’ °'f"'~“>ﬁm' Chicago, June 13, 1942, 1

GULAN BOGANS, was. Hhls report states that a teletype was™ - isF i~

received from WFO on May 11, 1942 stating that GULAN BOGANS %"

had been apprehended. The Chicago Temple of the moslems -~ .

was located at 104 East Slst Street. This organization (not
further described) was founded in 1931 at Detroit, Michigan,

by W. D: FARD. FARD was reported to have been arrested on
three occasions in Detroit for teaching Isjiam.

Milwaukee teletype on May 19, 1942, reflect that the re
the Temple In Milwaukee reflect that W, D, FARD was report
to be the "ALLAH" of Islam and in all probability could be e
located at 6026 Vernon Street, Chicago, Illinois. ,
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Serial 1l
S
Report of s: - © Setroit, July 10, 1942
roe WILLIo ICEAM. =D,
Tnis report reflects that “ILLIZ MOWAI LT was born ~usust 5, 1091
gs ILII.L POOLL. NTEIL 010020 wae anider Indict ient on two

counts because ne refused to re-ister for the draft. L IL.IW
s Ulay o2 ccdvised ne met wWallale . JARAD In Detroiv in 1G31
S T T, e S car e oo
Eng canen 2t inat time wes tio les wder znd crranlzer of th
Telam reiiwion in ietroit. ..o 2dvised tuat ToLhal ielTt Jetroit
in 1923 or 19304 ano o2d no idez waere nsd conld e iocateo atb
tne present tiae.

LLin arnyZgogrt cated overber 26, 1650, re the Tioslen
toly Temple of islam - Detreclt Zranch.

i

~1s report states che TL_V.LOPTILT 04 OUD [l snd the Islas
emple culcs came in Tor scne 1nven<ive Investi—ation by tne

. etrolt Police Tepartment in 1943-35 ana une Foilow;n" inlor-
FETIOn Wes obhLa ned Trom the Felice Jerartment recorcs:

in 1ysy, & man eellin~ nimsei*'hh O. FARD, tooX cver ¢ - roup
of ne.rces thaot nad meen orpanized by anctnar [erro naned
(g;ﬂoble . Gilie, as a Joslem °}=”1uu sroup.  This croud
practices tle lozlem relicion. ‘eetinTs Wwere neld at tae
nomes of various merbers of tne group. This group claimed

E] ]

to nave been originally set up in 1913. At some time in the
year 1932 or 1933 g l’zjor T.LAHASTI became active in the sroup.

According to & "Handbook of the Zetroilt Negro", published by
the Pinority Stucy Associates, editor vuis% S BCYII.., &an

crzanization which called itself toe "“‘V SLOPVENT ¢ 1 cun owa”
¢y was started by & negro named GLOBGL CFINAS, =2 city worker,
as a 19; timate pOllulCal o_ranlzatlon in 1930 A Japanese
named aJor THK#UNUHI took over the organization,
e ————
We Do JZRAUD claimed that ne was the originator of the "DoVoLORIANT
0 OUR 0OJN" and the lYoslem Temple of Islam Cult and cited as
proof & book that had been copyrignted by nim in the U.S. Library
of Conrress titled "5 Guidins Prineipals™. In 193L 4.7, 7.70

Yoy

was given police notice to et out of Letroit and pe left.

00038
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In Detroit between 1G31 to 163 tnere were approx1mately 700
members ol an O“ﬁanlzatlon called "The liation of Islam,' a
pseuco-relicious order in which the members ol the above
organlization purported tec be ailied with tae lonanmedan rellz-icn.

“nis organization was establisned by . D, ®CED.
25~1:133-21-3
report of <4 aagust O, 1942, 2t Cniczro, re

Nesro wos apdrenenced by Tthe Tnicaro T oand

2 Te rﬁﬂ;ster under tie selective Service .ct.

dvised ne was "Tuslim” sno ais relirion forbhic resLs
or any TCirHose.

Jhen ~uwestioned as tho olfficials o =h-s crs anwa ion”
cévised thie prenhet snd cericinal leacder was . PRy o v 4T}

* P e

leeal lesnder in Jilcayo vons LJLIJAN 1O0TILIT LD,

00039 105
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62-TU9=bly £l e

Revort ot S.i- tlaren 20, 19L0, at Detrois,

re NAalln Mo taniie )

Cslelnld, 8 Jspansse, eriroved to Canada 1n ap*roxdn"tpij 1G0u
wrerae ne marrieo Al Lo TRLTTOCIN, Ln 16 21 LAnasL emlarated

to Tacoma, .'asninmton, wioh n.s wife snc ﬁamily, roma;nlnf
trere untii 1926, wnen ne olisappeared in financial cilsirace.
in 1933 he appeared in Detrclit, MNicniran, using the name of
TAVAIIASH ] wnere ne became zctive in promotln“ vne nesro
or-anization "Ievelopment of Cur Own." N il married

rs. SZARL T. S 2IT0T, negsress, (Zo Pile 10U-15357) on
February 2&:, 193, who was sctive in avove organlization.
SLi. 4 wWas deported to Japan dpril 20, 193 by 1LS witnout
funds. On -uust 29, jh CATLaND arr¢ved at Vancouver, 2,C.,
Canaca, in possesslion or 2 Oul., subsecuently resialng at
VYancouver, =».C., iincso“ an< Toronto, intario, Canada, Irom

walen pcirts re cirected pol.cies of DOOO througn nhis wife,
In Fastember, 1940, 2 mapical rirt caused LAYAZ To appoint
ool w0ef ) nenro, as exoccutive.

Stri‘z witiin the 7000 caused .lnll to 1lllersallw re - cnter

e T.o. oat talflelo, LY., on Jhnuary 1l, 1529 using the
name of ¥U3C an: aiver comin~ -to lLetroit, veorganized nis
loval iollowers into the "'Onvard lovement of America.” On
June 27, 1939 .ilhig was arrestec for illegsl entry and
attempted bribery of U.S. Immigration Inspector. On
September 2t 1959 Hoi wllz rwas conviceted for attempte
bribery in :ederal Sourt at Leireit, Micnigan, se
To three years' imprisonment and - L500. fine.

00040 e
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N T OATALE stated tnat wren ne first came to Tetroit st the
insistance ol Zeverend JOFEN fflf; of Teccms, <asinington, ne
resiced Wito L0 0L DT RLT Tor an:rox¢mauelb tWwo weoks
HAKANS stated ne left the residence of ATDUL MO-A™ T because

ne consicered ¥WONAMMD a fraud. Posiowing this ne attended
several colorec courches and frecuented tne 7MCA's in this
city and at tue Insistence of the colored aeopie whicn ne wet

wes 1nstrumentel in orpanizine the “OOU, walecn wag incorporated
in ©tne Statve of ‘licnizan. le alileres thls orcarization was
starvec in 194y zlthoun,hl Turcw uoub Too investiration no one
couls reseabor luS existence hafore trng Latter zart ol 1632

cr Tue esrly neru o) 1%27 ~uoetaved gan D000 nad hocorme
inactive arter ri d,portQtion To Jepan 1in 193k,

Ho=T10=00 =50

Ihe speecn, 'Japan's Livine _.Ission!' was admittecly written
oY _“LA;; bg. ne states that ae Gl not five this at any of
thae mretinss ol eltner organ.zatvion sponscred »v nlm. e
speecir 'Tre Sinl ¢ing Ship ance the Life Soat!', was wribten Dy

re. TULL BT OTC IITT“b anc uas read at several of the meetings

but according tTo ...ialx was toc complicated for the people
To understana, azZUU: ULy LT menticoned hereinbelore is
&lleged Lo be decsea sed at the tresent time, naving died in
en insanffe nospiual,

‘ne fore-oln~ parasrach was set out in
two paragraphs setilns out inormaticn
curine an interview., It is not «nown w-e
furnished taoe in-orm wtlion re tne cCeath ol ~A30LCL -
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100-15357-7 . ,.

City
advised

Cn August 9, 1957,
of CLetrelt fousing Cormmission, 3115 tasginss, —etrcit
vaat QU ;s A
ana nas. ToTieeeeeemmpecInice April 27, 1003e T ToITL taat
her nusband ATA NAKANL, who was & Japanese, has been deceased
since Yarch 2, 195}, further advised thet in nhis
opinion
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Feport of SA December 10, 19h2, at
Letroit, re Was., 15-J; CUSICTIAL TwT_1TICN. P
Information was received that wrote a letter to the

Governor ot Michigan stating lecro soldiers were mistreated at
fort Crletnorpe, CGa. W st2ted to his Local Foardé ne
would never take tho cath te defend the Tnitec States.

- O™

On Jootembher § 19&2,— was contacted in his home
at and regquested tc come To the Tetroit Field

Cf ‘rview,

Cn Sastember 10, 19&2 came to tne Metroit Qffice

2and was interviewod nvw and =
agvised nf Detroit wn s
ROCTMEetT & man UTone nane of ADUUL HOHAYTRD) woo ”as very

cark anc was also a “osiem. U tatec that this
D founded the Tevelopment on LRl Oun anc that he joinec
to HOMATVID end that

LEIa S A W
Ceosadad

it in abcout 1G3¢, ”e stated he was
PCHAMMLD died in either 1%3% or 1937 anc orcanization went
out ¢ tusiness. e statec thne L3TUT 04 ‘ qaﬁ lived =zt
1621 “incle, acdvisoed he nad heard 2 man bv the name
ol 72°Ta8" 1 nad Taken over the OO0 and tnat TALT7 LT nad
told =im t-e Tollowing s=torv before 47 UL dled:

H0EATTIZED advised_that TARAILSIT met nim, JMCFAITLT,

arcund 1932 or 1G3L - o =GUVLOTT nad met ToVATARYI as ne,
HOEAMMID, was alwavs Interested in Crientsis who came tc th
countr:, and TuaralaSTI, for some reason, inew about ,CIANHQD
and iookod fim up upon arrival in tne tnlted Stdtes, FOTAMLL
advised that TAIL1ASFI was sick and that ne, ABDIL MNOH }MMED

ana his wife nursed TANAZALINI back to qealth TaZAYASY 1

told FOLATZMED that 40HAMMEID would never make any money on the
700D and that ne should follow TAXAYASHI's ways and they would
both make monev. NCEAMYD then ailegealy tolé TANAIASEI

that he would not rob the Negro pecple, as the orranization

was founded to nelp th derroes anc that the majority of liesroes
wers very ilgnorant. MOHAMZD advised Subject that TAKANASTI
then got quite angry w1th nim anc left anc that ne to

MORAMYED that he would start his own orpanization. &
advised that NOPAMZT teld the police department that anyone
having one of the T000 cards with TA¥LTASFI's name on it was

an outlaw because they were using nis, V0OVL17LDrs, creation,

the T:000.

0042 %0%
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C.

and 1t 1s not
in whom

The 1957 Phone Directory lists the following

known 1if this is identical with the

SRlattw il lll —_— ERVE Sy S Ny W wil wil

you are interested.

¢

RE: ABIUL MOMATTEID

Zeting "I rescrt:  Jubject, nerro, a "first officer” of

“etroit "Temple" of lLation of Islam, nagro-monharmedan
cult, was host of Sazeskata Taizahashi, agent of Black
"ragon Soclety of Jepan, at timc of latter's arrival in
Tetrolt in early 1930s. In 1939 TAVANASHI advised FBI
that he came to Detrcit at instance of hev. John WEITE,
celored minister in Tacoma, “ashington, who nad received
cemrunications from Subject, encourarinr "some Japanese
in that terrlitory tc oroceed te Tetrclt to work among the
colored people. TairEaBE1 said that ne left fubject's
home after two weelt stay because he thoucht him a "fraud.
Tnereafter, according to TAFAVASH -1, he founded an organ-
izatlon really fcr the bdst 1nterost of negross, called
Development of OQur Own, Meanwhile it is reported that
Subject 1is oppcqltlon to the doctrine cof the Natlon: of
Islam (reZ. b) that Negro-lohammedans ¢id not belong to
America anc that tﬂev werae citizens of the Toly Clty of
mecca, with alleriance only to the Moslem flag, seceded
and "organized a small %cslem group of nis own in whicn
the cardinal pryinciple was loyaltv to tae Constitution of
the Tnited Svates anc to its flag." Subject cied gzrior
to 1939, alleredly in an insange hospical.’

00043
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Tetrolit, J4n January, 19L3, when te was intervicwo

current accrese could be located {or him,

L

o

L)

oy

e

-



»mcm. ;o . Tevemdar 29, 1957
m:m nmﬂﬂ) o e
: n. o
Lo ml - -
o _.-9‘32 mmg}
B e | Ghimahtﬂrtpﬁ-ma-nnhm
@-M 3, .1551. u;tm 85 sbows., . it T e e
Investigation u-opa'hto sources
as the Mnﬂny of Mlahigan, Aun | ahuu. falled %o
produce . my reoord nr an ERDMARN DOANE
A Pevien of Mmait -t luh:gn hunlty
and surr Directories predused $She nams of an ERDNARK D. DRYNON,
who 1in 1934 was employed as a $each fellow in Boclolegy for
the Wiversity of Miehi and whose sddrezs at that Sime
wasg li.tt.d as 8475 Dear Btyeet, Detroit, Mishigan.
- bag Alumni

| Gnhlog office, Univers 20, 1957,

: Jreduesd an alumai resord fer EXDNANS D. BEYNUN who atisnded
. fhs Daiversity o Kishisan from 1931 shroush 1933 shtainig @
- PhD Degree in Ahe later year, at 17 17, 1002, av

s v Angn
Thornton, Ontaris, Usn¥da. During his enrdllment he 1iesmd as
aoquainsances who -onu be aware of Ma nlldnu fanwm;

. e e e JERTEE N PR S




W‘“ﬁudﬂ* &
Get Ll

%
R
o
b
o
FIPEN
#e
Y
[

I S
J ¥

DE 100-26356

e ﬂnln--ltv nf H-Inh!mnn Elusin wanands e -
ry. . J YA T W -‘- ﬁ. WAL A A7 WO WA WY

sarry as she last known address rm- m 22 Ohandler Street,

Mint 3, Michigan, whish nadrun, uonx-diu %o alumni waards,

was valid as of Maroh, 1956,

| ‘@‘ 'ugd a surrens Flint,
Mishigan, !.h‘pbom Motory, noting shat 4t feiled %0 carry a

-14s%ing for XRDMANN D, BEYNO 5 bowevar, {% 4id contain a
-.Aiasing for a Mrs. ERDMANN. D. BEYNOR qr’ 212 Chandler Birest,

Plint, Michigan.,”

J
Investigation is continuing in this Division
at the Pling and Detrolits addresses noted in an sstempt o
losate and interview BEYNON in soccordance with referenced letter.

As will be noted, leads should be set forth
for Detrolt and Flint, Michligan, to comply with the requested
Investigetion contained in referenced Chicago letter. It 1s
noted that BEYNON is undoubtédly identical with the person
mentioned in referenced letter in view of the uncommoness of
the two first names of this individual and in view of the fact
that BENYON was not located as ever belrig connected with the

'University of Michigan,

Inasmuch as there 1s no additional 1nvesti-
gation to be conducted at Ann Arbor, Michigan, it is recommended
that this case be reas51gnea to either the Detroit or Flint

- Agent handling the’ 1eads requested, - - : -~

i
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FD-160 (Rev, 6-11-567 . .
N ' Date
. TO: “CHIEF CLERK 1m/20/57
Subject — / ‘/4 /__ .
A WALLACE T\QN "0RD, was., W. D. Fard, ”Allah", Mohammad Ali, ~
Autases  Fred Dodd,”wWali Farrady wallace Farad,*W. D, Teraud;” wallei Ford,
Wall Mohammad'."F. Vohammad-A13i% arrad Mohammad™, &/, L, jc g e—
Address Birth Dote Birthplace 4 -
Exact Spelling Main Criminal Case Files Only Eﬂeltrict to Locality of
3 _|All References - Criminal Refersnces Only )
:Mam Subversive Case Files Only JMuin Subversive (If no Main, liat all Subversive References)
[Subveraive References Only Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)
F‘.l.l:.‘.l Serial Number Remarks File 5, Serial Number Remarks
/ S ) 7 K o
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op bzt y L L cge sl B\ agas
Zdui// ///*IC.‘)"/N"/T_,_ ] 7
- S Ny
/M a/n& ? ST ¥ ya (L L e A bl
- e ’ . -
n . pai . . e 5
'-’ o S A v 1‘/1’ Sy Pt W JLL - & - g ;7 AR zé/‘?f)..u/L”‘;"fl'
/
L8 - R2EZTE I . . .
> } rd A// e 7 /M/’ Lo
e J > p—
/.-" ! : // " s . - -
Z fj‘// - - AT @C /é’/)'- ..-?!4 —{j ¢ }
-~ ST G 3O mﬂo-.((lﬁ-(
7 7T £ L&)
AN Z BN SRV (-
- : — ¥ — i e 7
7 /7[ } d i ,_4///; g V. e
_/TZ ¢ St A A LAl AL //C(,;‘z./,{___.—
L5 /e 2 =gz (Rt

-

AR A

X
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‘J——de 70#
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Requested by i. Bquad Extension File No.
L #5 261 100-26356
date )
FORMATION C%E““”
(date) u\:RF N U\;"P:,S\ - d
o . qﬁ

{iue) ’E/—

Revl
ilew Symbols
? - Not identifiable

U - Unavailable reference

1 - identical
NI - Mot identical
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Date
TO: CHIEF CLERK
Subject
Aliases
Address Birth Date Birthplace
lExuct Spelling Main Criminal Case Filea Only :Iﬁestr!ct to Locality of
All Relerences Criminal Refarences Only
Main Subversive Case Files Only :_chun Subvershre (If no Main, ltst ali Subversive References)
Subversive References Only 1 Main Crsmj.nal (If no Matn, list all Criminal References)
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{date )
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Date
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Address Birth Date Birthplace

Ezxact Spelling Main Criminal Case Filea Only [:]Flestrict io Locality of

All Reierencea - Criminal References Only :

Maln Subversive Case Files Only ._-:!Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subvereive References Only ! Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal Referencesn)
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All References
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Memomndzzm » U} " ED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : 3AC, DBtroit (100-263%6 DATE: 12/18/57

T S h

SUBJECT: H.D.FARD
SH-Y0T
(00: Chicaro)

Reference is made to Chicago letter to the Birector dated
10/3/57 and captioned as above, as well as Detroit letter to the
Director in the same matter of 11/29/57,

It 1s noted that the latter sets out UNDIVELOPZD L7ADS in
this Office at Flint and Detroit, i“ichigan. A review of the
LEADS at Detroit apvear to be old addresses and former contacts
of some 25 years ago, while it is noted that the LEAD to contact
SRIIATI DOATE 3TIYON at 212 Chandler Street, Flint, 3, lNichigan
#3s current as recently as iarch 1954 from the Universityv of

i‘“ichigan Alumni Records.

Therefore, it is recommended that a L=iD CiRD be prepared
to locate and interview RTI'YON at Flint, Michigan in accordance
with the reference letter from the Director. In the interim, no
effort will be made at Detroit to locate BINYON at the old addresses.,

UIDEVEILOPLD LTADS

THE DSTROIT OFFICE, At Flint, Michizan: Will forward to

Hesident Agency covering serials 5 and 10 of captioned file
for arpropriate handling to locate and interview BENYON.

) - \\
sl INECETON CONTAIRED 73 5O
KRN 1S A

G

on




DIRECTOR, FBI Jangary 17, 1958

- (A 840, DETROIT (100-2656) S —
7 W. Do TARD i . : AL BNFORMATION CONT CONTAINCD 3.-./ yalkr)
8N - WX M (LIS
"%

o - - lc!ll.t. W’?/S? to D.u'olu and Gﬂlot to Bureau

Ghandler Street, nm chi , admcd that her husband,
RRDMANYX D. BEYNON, who was formerly associated with the University
of Michigan, bad written the article sntitled *The Veodoo Oult
lc gro Migrants in Detroit®™. 8he advised that he had disd
: u p th advised that he had obtained the material for his
icle by interviewing members of the p himself, She advised
t it was his idea to write the article add-gi"somief the
intorvim he took either her or his daughter. 8he related that
.. the aoctes that hs pared while he was the process of writiag
the article were either lost or destroyed. She stated that she
could mot remember ARY RANGS addresses or ’1!6‘! mentioned
durh; the iaterviews \dul she was muat.

 She stated that her husband®s article was the
nly one written by him gonceraiag the Nation eof Islam {¥OI),
She stated that her husbamd was ¢lese to & sosielogy professor
&T University of Chicago mamed LOUIS WIRTH. She stated that
H and her husband were both interested in the NOI at that
mieuur time {193%7) and it was her recollection that the

-nn-d-u al el ‘ —— - a h.‘;iive .- A-l .e‘-- ""‘"!‘ g.-

R ﬁb is individual aad knpw that his name was #ither FARD or
: FORD, - She stated that 4t was also her recollection that this

i
‘pogon Was agtually .of Jewish origin and his real mame yas &
5:-;-1: sane, wAknowR 0 ber, but et similar to sither FARD or

O
7,

U1

&2

.
<
o
o
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bR 100-26356

On Jamuary 10, 1958, Mrs. MARION KIEBER, 609 Rast _
Baker, Fliat, Michigan, advised that she did accompany her
father, ERDMANK BEYNON, oa many of the imterviews that he eomndueted
relative to the NOI. She stated that she remembers the leaders
aame 49 beimg FARAD, dut could not remember aaything slse sbout
him, and she did not know anything about his deing of the
Jowiah sationality and hnv%;g as & true aame a Jewish name. She
went on to explaim that LO WIRTH had died im 1952, Bhe stated
that her father and a detective from the Detroit Police
Departoent who was in charge of the iavestigation oa the group
conferrsd with each other quite fre uontiy and swapped
information econcerning the group. She advised that to her
knowledge her father had gotten all of his information from
interviews with NOI members or:through the Detroit Police
Department, 8he stated that she had never seen FARD as he had
already left Detroit, She stated that she had visited the

. University of Islam which was located ia Paradise Valley in

Detroit and had seen a photo of FARD which was hangimg om a wall
in a room on the second floor. 8Shs advised that this house was
located close to the police precimct although she could not

. remember the name of the strest.

The Chicago Division should attempt to atteam
to locate .BI notes or material formerly im the possessioa o
the late LOUIS WIRTH, formerly with the Soelology Department of
the University eof Ghielso that might help to ideatify the man who
weat under the mame of FARD {a Detroit, and attempt to locats
ARy close associates of WIRTH who gight be in a position to
furnish information ¢oncernimg FARD,

Oa Jamuary 17, 1958, s-rsmtm
¢# Departmeat, Subversive Squad, LIl

' that the records of that agensy

reflec y suc vestigation or faquiry with regerd to Sudject

or eolladeratioa with the late Prefessor BEYNON.

00047 "
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SAC, DETRCIT {100-5549) 1/14 /58

BAC, CHICAGO (25-20607) .

ALL QNFORMAT\(!)L!;&\S%&TQS\NED <) o
NATION OF ISLAM MEREIN 1S UNC
Nuﬂ1:1LBSBY

I8 - NOI

_ who has furnished relishle information
t

in the plml in close sontac J.
the National Leader of the NOI, on January }4, 1958, fummished
the following informationt ; & _

Informant advised that on J
individual who identified himself as from Detrolt,
Mishigan, contacted CLARA MUHAMMAD (wife of ELIJAH)., He
stated that he is an artist and the person who drew the
pleture "with the jewels and of Brother ELIJAH about ten
years ago", He stated, "I am a good Muslim and I have had
& whole lot of torment the last few days and something 1is
trying to kill me to keep me from helping him (possibly
ELIJAH), and told me that I was gupposed to help the temple
raise him up because I am a good Muslig and I get mesaages
from W, D, MOHAMMED (ph) (W. D, PARD),

Detrolt is reguested to furnish identifying infor-
mation eoncerning 4
e} \'

Although 1t appears tnat may be a paycopath,
Detroit is requested to conduct investigation to determine
if there is any basis for his statement that he 1s recelving
mesapages from W, D, MOHAMMED (W, D, FARD),

troit reply should be directed to' Chieago file

De
100-33683 (W, D. .'PARD-).f / | |.

b - Detroit (RM)’

- é- 100-5549 (WoI) . o~ O
1 1 (W, D, P

Y - Chie .

7
1 = 100~6989 (ELIJAH MUHAMMAD) :
1 -100- 653 (V. D, FARD) /&0’ }C}E‘I 6 -_/Lf

[ wﬂa-—-m_i

8
s ”..MSS&“ ‘(%

. _0oods 430
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 DIRECTOR, 7RI -  Zamary 17, 195¢

~SH - WOT | >
00: cnqp

f o uco;m to lurwn 10/30/57 in eaptioned matver.

% i g T m‘ “ ‘o " m Detroit £21en wnd

o refere cmtnll revi by Correlation Clerk
RN and a comht. Nasorandum mru.
n autostatic oepy of same is beimg trmnt.ud he th
for the {nformatiom ef Chicago.

Ilvutlgation is mtinhg is !of.reu to gover
the remainiag leads set forth ia relst,

2 « Bureau (REGISTERED) _
r Ghte {Emc. 1) (RIGBTERED) : S
. - De |
@ Eroft (100-26356) o o s o 35820
Qo ﬂ'wgm‘a <
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STANDARD FORM NO. 54

O]ﬁce Memomndum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢ SAC, Detroit (100-26356) . DATE: ] /16/58
2
¢

SUBJECT:  WALLACE DON FORD, WAS.,
SM - NOI

Re Chicago letter to the Director 10/30/57.

Detrott file 100-6603-140 which is_
q3/16/h3, at Detroit entitle VAS. ,
ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY - Jj; CUSTODIAL DETEKN ' : ER=
GOVERNMENT. _Page 4 of this report reflects
that Sa interviewe
6/L3, At that tim
(p!onetic)

THROW OR _DESTRUCTION
Detrogt, Michigan on

W the MSTA Temple at Pontiac, Michigan, According ¢
several years previously an individual by the name of FARD

whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in having many
members leave the MSTA and affiliate themselves with a group which

A’)c he refers to as 'MOOSELEMS',
Will attempt to locate interview -

LEAD AT PONTIAC, MICHIGAN:
mwho as above reported in 1943 wa of the
: OI= at Pontiac, Michigan, _Interview as to Ia t one FARD
attached photograph of W.D.

led a schism from the MSTA. Show
FARD, Detroit PD #,5138 to determine 1f this is the that led
the schism from the MSTA, C!Jkixécé“*'C)LL@‘ ‘ puuy

For thé infaortit ' on of the Resident Agency at Pontiac:

wion to this date at Detroit has failed to locate
- m i : i
.

TION REQUESTED: ¢ A
i LY INFORY AR ;
fN C 4 :,.,-J__"UN CONTAINED :

HEREIN 12 1noassin 351950
AN, g-

]

P

N

1




STANDARD FORM NG, B4

Oﬂic‘e Meﬁ'zomndzzm » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Tg/f :

fros

SUBJECT:

SAC, Detroit (100-26356) DATE: January 28, 1958

:Director, FBI (105-63642)'

AH ‘..wﬂ".f.:“ "F_Jnil CC‘NTAENED
WALLACE DON F WERDT 1 UALLASSIER, /
L ON FARD GE\TE@;&_‘_ﬁg«--B*

SECURITY MATTER - NOI

Reurlets 10-22-57 and 1-17~58,

Relet dated 10-22-57 advised that a photograph
of the subject was available to your office. Relet dated
1-17-58 advised that Mrs., Marion Kieber, 609 East Baker,
Flint, Michigan, advised she had accompanied her father
during the time he conducted many interviews relative to
the Nation of Islam (NOI)., She also stated that she had
observed a photograph of the subject which was hanging
on the wall of a building which she apparently visited
with her father.

You should exhibit a photograph of the subject
to Mrs, Kieber to determine if he is identical with the
indlvidual she ¥mew named Farad, who was the leader of the
NOI at the time her father was interested in this organization.

1 - Chicago (100-33683) (For information)

A o




4-750 (Rev. 0-21-04 ' } XXAAXXX
(Rev ) ~ ' XXXXXX
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DIRECTOR, FBI (105.63642) . February 26, 1958

8AC, DRTROIT 4100.263%6) | o

¥, b. FARD, was.
SECURITY MATTER » NOI

;m'..gﬁhl gagze

Re Burean letter to Detroit dated Janwary 28, 1958.

On February 11, 1958, Mrs. MARION KIEBXR, 609 Bast

, Baker, Fliat, Nich » Was shown a photiograph ocbtained

. fro- the D;:roi: !’g oi:. Dsznrh-nt mu ‘51331:0 g:.

troit ce or

d?Q “ KEESBER stated that this photegraph u;gy_tée.n__-__

to the photograph of the person she knew to be mamed FAED

whose picture she had seen on the wall at the University
of Islam some twenty years ago while with har father inter-~
vieving persons who wers NMation of Islam (NOI) members.

. KERBER advised that the photograph of FARD at
the University of Islam either a 5" x 8" or a 10" photegraph
- $n black and white and was a "glamorized” or touched up
| - pleture., She stated that aha recalls that the picture wmas
taken from a 45 degres angle instead of a full face or a

re

v ATBIR was asked 1f she was positive of the
QJ identification ghe had made and abe stated that there was
ao doubt im-hey mind that the twe persons were the same.
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DIRECOTOR, FBI (105-636L2) March 10, 1958

8A0, CHICAGO {100-33683)

P

WALLACE DODD FORD, Was.
W. D. Férd, "Allah" Mohammad,
Fred D

All odd, wWali Farrad o 19 & T
Ihliau Farad, 'H. De Pcrmd’ AL \NF(}RMAT\({P;S%?FTES‘W >
Wallace Don Ford, Walei Ford, ““Eiﬁﬁﬁisz

"Phe OGrest Mandi™, P, Mohammad = DA

All, Farrad Mohammad , <3P

S8ECURITY MATTER - NOI
00t CHICAGO :

ReBulet to Chicage Janueary 28, 1958, enclosing s
correlation summary prepared at the Seat of Government. For
the iniogmtion of Few York, the following information is
presented!

Agcording to the speesches and writings of ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD, NWational Leader of the Wation of Islam (NOI), "Allah"
ocame to Detroit, Michigan from Mecoca in 1930 fn the person of
one W. D, FARD who taught MUHAMMAD for three years sancerni
Islam. PFARD taught Islam in Detroit from 1930 te 1933 at which
time he was to leave Detroit by the Polise Department and
subsequently eame %0 Chiocago, Iilinois where he taught Islam
until 1934, at which time he disappeared and nothing has been
l:u;-“d fron him sinee, MUHAMMAD has indiesated that FARD returned
L] oCl,

The philosophy of the NOI teaches that FARD arrived
in the Mnited States from Mecoa oh July L, 1930, and that he
returned to Mecoa arfter bringing the know of their time
identity to the lost~found Nation of Ialam whieh had been held
in slavery in she Tnited States for ﬁgo !‘m. The ::uaoga
of the NOI 4# deiried FARD and has identified him with the
ALLAR, o

Im'umntm eonducted by the FBI has identified FARD
as being idents with she subjest of FBI Number 56062 whose
last lmown appearance wvas sn arrest in Chieage, Illinois in

W’. 1 3"
S0 =23 56 .2/

£§>- Bureau (!toss:zhﬂd;

- Detroit (1 6356 ) (Registared)
2 « New York (Registered)

1 = Chiocage ‘

— %
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GG 100-33683

Page 27 of referenced correlation summary reflects
information contained in a Detroit re dated Xovember 12,
1942, entitled, Weas. Et al, Morrish
Seiensce Temple of Ameriea, IS ~ J, Uustodial Detention; Sedition.”

This report ocontained information which was given ¢o
the Detroit Office by the Mishigan State Police in a memarandum
dated Nume 16, 1942, Thiz msmorandun reflected that a W. D.
PARD, alias Davis El, 9316 Oakland Avenue, Detroit, was known
as the Grand Sheik of the Morrish Science Temple of Amerisa and
that he was believed to be from Kansas (ity, Misseuri or from
Ohicago. This memorandum advised that the Moslems were organized
in Cetroit in 19513 b; ROBERT D. OLLIE who was mm out ef Detroit

in 1929. Report reflssted E., D. FARD resrganized this group in

1930 l}:zt was run out of town by the Polioce in 1934 and returned
in 1936,

~ Page 34 of referenced correlation summary reflects
information sppeart in ¥ew York report of ODetober Zoigigsj,
»

Conspiracy, IS = C.4 report reflected that on August 11,
1953 a lnown Moslem, voluntarily appeared

in the New York Offlce. At that time he advised that in 1951
he saw the god ALLAH in New York City at the NCI Templs on 1ll5th
Street. He pointed out that he could not desoride ALLAH bus that

he would ¢ y be abis to identify him if he say him again,
— furtnsr s that ATTAN =1'-'-'=}' _-'F%‘-_.wgd_ undanr

the name of W. D. FARAD. was shown a photegraph of
FARD, he was visibly adartied and stated that he would net
geutivoly identify 44 as ALLAR or FARD bu ecate that

t quite possibly was a photograph ef him. advised that
ALLAE resided in the Holy ‘sity of Meoea where he always had lived
and where he would sontinue %¢ live fagever.

The Detreis Divisien:From the informatien reported
in this letter it would appear that the Mishigan 3tate Pollioce
had sonfused , Marrish Seisnse Temple of America with the
Nation of Islamj however, Detreit 1is requested teo sontast the

Michigan Stats Poliss and determmine ths sourss ¢f ths infermatien

appearing in their memorandum of June 16, 1942, whisch reflected
Shat V. D. FARD alias DAVIS EL, 9316 Oakland Avenus was Orand
Sheik of She Morrish Belense Temple of Amsriea.

-2 a

00058
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GG 100-33683
Detroit should attenpt teo rosolvn vhether or not the

v‘ra BT alTlamad a4 ha am aldan of W AN c- hl.-.ntil.-‘l oo
T AW ad -J."E“ UU WW & RAARE Vi W I-l'l & P L

uith the subjeet of this investigation., If it 13 dotar-inod
that that individual is identieal with the subjest of $his
investigation, logical investigation should be eondusted to
follow his movements sinee that date and to determine his
present locstiom.

The New D s requested to attempt to
reinterview and determine fronm him all
information soncern & appearance ar ALLAH or W. D. FARD
at the MCI Temple in Kew York in 1951,

New York should advise if the photograph shown te
was the photograph of the subject of Detroit Police
Department number L5138, New York 4 conduoct all logical
investigation to verify or disprov statement that
FARD or ALLAH appeared at the Eew York Temple in 1951. If
this information is verified, Kew York should esanduct all
investigation necessary to loocate FARD or any informatien
senoerning him,
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SAC, Chicago (100-33(83) Hareh 12, 1552

| cl‘.'i!k’dh?s;.i.."t/tﬁ L X ] = e .

WALLACE DODD PORD . S N TOTY s e g
SECURITY MATTER - NOl sl ication JO !7

Re Chioago letters 2-3-53 and 2-28-58 and
Detroit letter 1-31-58,

Re Chicago letter 2-38-50 requested Buresu
sonslider reguesting estigation Yo conducted in thim
matter in Hew Zealand s ?

—— -

A review of ct's Bufile reflects when
interviewed by the Californis State parcle auvthorities,
as a result of his arrest in Los Angeles in 132(:, the
subject adviged he was born 2-25-1691 et Portland, Oregon,
where he resided until 1313. The only informstion in the

_poasession of ths Bureau indicating subject was @

New Zeslsnder is that furnished by subject's former
camuon-1aw wife, Hagel Evelsizer, 8he sdmitted she knew
nothing sbout sudbjest's background and considered him s
Now Zealander from hearsay. Further, she sdvised the
subject visited har either in the Summer of 1932 er 1933
st which time he aade ths remark he was returaing to

Now Zealand, In this oconneotion it is noted the subject
was arrested 5-25-33 at Detroit, Michigan, at which time
he was described a8 being of Arebian snoestry. After
leaving Detroit he wes alleged to have taught Islam in
Chiocago until some time in 193% when ha disappesred.
Actually, it is not definitely known if Ford or Dodd is
subject's true name, As yet, his birth has not been
verified., Thegefore, ths Buresu feels investigation in

.- Jow Zsaland shsuld be held in

Sheyanoe
matter, especially investigstion

investigation .in ¢
nd division by ve Chicage letter

;:g:;ate by fhn »

L850 Olo

BRUTIAY < il

CONFI

00066 433
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?ttu‘;ﬂto Cisrmiugo PORD
et WALLACE DOID
CONF

1050 i3

the esrly 1930's., The Ruresu feels tha showld C-
be reinterviewed for asmes of individugls who e Benbers

of the “Development of Our Own" sult during the esrly

1930 and sny sdditionsl informmtion he oan posaibly

furnish regarding subjeot's setivities in Detreoitl during

thet paried. (A

Further, Bufilss fsil tc refiect whet lnveatigation,
if sny, has been conducted te locate sdward Donaldson, ww
wss srrested with the suhject in los Anpeles in 192, Ban Prencisc:
letter dated [-27-57 peflected Doneldsor. as subject's “Lartner,”
This individual could possibly furniiah beckground inforretion
concerning Lbe subjeot,

The Puresu should be sdvised of the results of
Lwest igation condustad by the Honolulu Uffice as requested
by Chise~o letter dated 10~3-57 converning subjeat's family.

The Buresu reslises that investigation in this metier
ealls for imsginstion, initietive, and resourcefulness. Agenis
andling this matter should not be eontent Lo merely cover
suggested lesds, But should thoroughly end loglos&lly exsunine
thia csse snd pursue over¥ logicsl lesd. In this eomnectlon,
the Buresu is c¢clossly foll this investigation,

e 2

POMTIRSY T A
C 1Yi i \F !.iA;_
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DIRECYOR. PRI (185-43648) April 18, 1838

SAC, QEICAQC (100-33683)

WALLACE DODD YORD
SECIRITY BATTER - ROI

ReBulet, 4/1.58/58.

The Buresai feels that ocortinued expenditure
of inveatigative time in this matter is met warraanted.

The Pesiroit, Los Angeles, New York Mvisions
and the Washiagton Field Office should discontinue
investigation,

This is to advise the Buresu that this ense
is being placed in a closed status in the Chicago Office,
and no report will be submitted.

Buresa (RN) ‘
Petroit (100-96358) (RN) ;
Angeles (105-4305) (RN)

Wﬁ’ld‘ (100-34329) (RID)
Chleago é{‘

AL INFORMATION CONTAINED
d?\ : HERTIN 1S UNCLASSIFIE
| wa@-—;lf‘ﬁ ﬁv

ll:!‘ls
3
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- STRNDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁ‘ice Memamﬂdum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TG :
FROM
SUBJECT:

e A T

e T

548, Letroitsf;iloo-zc,355_)_.‘.»*' paTE: 4/13/58

walLACE TCUD 2CRD, was. ALt INFORMATION CONTAINED «o o .

O =il HEREIN 1S UNCLASTSH
EATa ~2J 4 é BY

He Chicagoe letter to Uirector, dated 3/10/58.

P
] o

The folloving Inveygdortion o conguected at

248t Lt“ulng, idcihiigan, by a

L/s/58:

Gelecrenced letter requeutea -4 that the Detroit
Division contoet the .37 to detern 1ne the original
source of tno infermation a Dearins in tlhiclr nenorondun
of June 14, 194LI, <hich roil Tccted thab .. D. TR
evis 21, ©316 Caklond ave,, wes Grand Shiek of
iz wcience Tenple of .merdca, ane 1n an attempt

ve whethicr or not.the —-..VI3 Lk, alleged to bz an
e falb, is identical itn the Sutject of toin

icn Stote Folice, oseeul nvestigation osquaa,
Lan5ing, ..icil., t:hO“e icdentity must be zrotected
lrvony rejort or conication at her roouest)

hat the filts of the ..ichi-en Leote Folice

no additional information regarcing .. o. Joalo,

;aving the alies of ua is ©l, other than that contaiaed

in the repert uatLa June 10, l;h2 & cony of ~hich is

i the vpossession of tne Detroit ﬁBI ffice,

ﬁ ccording to the
report whic &5 written then a Kichigan:(D
(\

Stata rolice vetective, anc now a irooper stationed to

tation 11 in East Lans o 3 o -
in this niatt
advised theat
frem the LUP and

Q&s o DE

Al




Pl

100-26356

accoraing
apprroving Ufficer ias CGaptain of Dete
is deceased.

LoaDO

SoTIT:

N

Will,
cllow, interviev
appecring in the . a

Lriengall that & copny of
Lo refresn his reo
renort is avaeilotle in thc De

“sleolve te tne information
ted June 16, 1942, It is
tii rﬁoort be nade available

')
collection inasmuch os thot
troit Cilice
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35¢ {WALLACE Falil

T02 Cg DE'UI'O" t DnTu- 11/6/5,
FROM : * ALL INFORMATION cor‘mmm
SUBJECT: NOL HEREIN 1S uncmsw F
IS - NOI onTelp 105
_ 4
. INFORMANT{ 2D m who has furnished reliable information
! i & past, protect
ACTIVITY: October 2, 1959
RECEIVED: October 27, 1959 47c

RECEIVED BY: , personally
LOCATION. _ /07 ’2(93.5&_—_-'%9
] Searche Index
% Serian-;Fue
11/6/59  4O¢ .

FBI - DETROIT

so0ss 13
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DE 100-5549
SYNOPSIS:

Meeting of Twelve Tribes Committse a: Tenp.e 1, Detrois,

Mich.,, 10/24/53, Backeground of
DETAILS:

- . Te report is dated October 2, 1959, -concerning a meetil
—_ of the Tweive Tribes Committee-held av M UHAMMAD's Temple #1,
| 11529 Linwood, Detroit, Michigan, the same date,

The variows tribes met and discussed ways and meens
of raising funds, Innsﬂucn as all gPOLDS Intend to keep their
plans secret, no : - ture of the

mee ti

She reportsa shie Was one o
earlles @lievers and was in the tempie during the days of

WALLACE FARD, the alleged Messlsh,

Dt

_ She came to
-and hes been If continuous residence, *kba.sald,
ndicated she was first a follower of MARCUS GARVEY,
Affer D& WEE Tun out of Detrolt, WALLACE FTARD appeared, according
to her report, She wiaims there was once 25,000 holy names on
the rell of the temple. She said the first temple was located
on Hastings Street nesr Wilkins S3treet, For a while things went
well, she said, She indicated the turn ceme when the killing
ooeurred end the blame sttributed to the Musliims,

ST qrefports there were & few Muslims in Detroit
prior fo tho TPRCHINGs of VALLACE PARD. kol

Moorish Americens, a distinct group.




-

Aﬁ(‘

DE 100=-5549

’ reported WALLACE FARD a»d ELIJAH POOLE -
were arrested &n rlegd =s leuders of the Mus'ims shortly after
the slaying. FARD was told to get out of Detrolt, she seid,
Prior to leaving FARD designated ELIJAH POOLE minlster of the
group. She sald there had been many ministers prior to this time

hiit +thayvy 811 waamad +n Poil Qha w=to tes WATTACE FARD deanartad
WA UI-I\JJ L= 3= S =} U e A e o et B LYW W A W W T b b dd ded e d N d - Aas nar T pRA L VWA

STl

Detroit & few days later and as far as she knows he has never
been seen in Detroit since, *says she believes FARD
is alive but indicates she dms not know where he 13, She =aid
she doubted if any of the Muslims know where FARD 1s, She
strongly belleves FARD was a foreigner and csme to America

from Saudl Arabla, She says she follows ELIJAH POOLE because
she was pressnt when WALLACE FARD designated hlm minister and
leader of the Muslims, ©She says there are hundreds of cld
Muslims in Detroit but they do not recognize ELIJAH as the
leader and, therefore, refuse to follow him,

ROSCOE MAPP3, SR., spoke to the group and suggested
he had been in the presence of ELIJAH POOLE during dinner the
previous day. Apparently ELIJAH sneaked in for a brief visit,

RECOMM ENDA TTON

It 1= recommended that a copy of the sbove memo
be disseminated to the orgenlzational flle and to the files
of the above indlviduals who were noted by the Informant as
being present at instant meeting for use and possible
censlderation in the next Investigutive report submitted
in each case,

00067
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SAC, DETROIT (100-5549) February 17, 1960

O
. B
SUPERVI 30OR
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED §O .
HEREIN 1S UNCLASS;E\?
o’ DATL2-
IS - NOI (2185 y
©
that New
were 1in

MSP, East Lansing, Mic lesphonica
York State Troopers
contact with Michigan State Wate priason

officials in rega:d to captioned organization. The troopers
had been sent to Illinois and Michigan to discuss police
problems in handling members of NOI , particularly while
confined to state prisons. They were also interested in
information which would assist the New York Attomey General's
Office in handling petitions to have their "religion"
recognized by the State In order that they could hold meetings
within the New York state prisons.

le Troopers“md’ contacted the Writer
on February 12, 17760, and reiterated the above information.

They also statei that, if possible, they would like to have
any information which would establish the whereabouts of
NaDs FART, the originator of the NOI, The troopers advised
that they realized the confidential nature of our records
but requested any public source information or othar items
that would be of assistance to them, They wers furnished
with the FBI number and Detroit Police Yepartment number of
FARD inasmuch as the initial check with the Detroit Police
Department had falled to reveal a police record for FARD,

It is to be noted that extensive investigation has
been previously conducted without establishing the whereabouts
of FARD at sny time since he left Detroit in 193L4.

m Above for information only.
1

~ 100-26356 (W.D. FPARD)
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I LEAVT THIS STACE BLANK I

. <

Name. . e . Classificatic r ’\\

Alias. L TION CONTAINED

fas Ref. ALl \NFDRW}:‘O i gl

Noél,jt/jg,(?olc ré'l/ S . DARR = ;?S 19 5’0
» 1.—Right Thumb Z:R. Index Finger ! 3.—R. Midd's Finger 4 —R. Ring Finve- 5.—R. Little Finger

7.—L. Index Finger * —L. Middle Finger 9.—L. Ring Finger

Fcur fingers taken simultaneously
Left hand

Four fingers taken <.-ultaneously
Amputations_................. .} Right hand '

Left Thumb | Right Thumb

7=

I'mpresdians aken by....

Classified by

Verified by d

PLEASE D? NOT FOLD THIS CARD
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'DEPT. OF POLICE, Detroit, Michigan @ - Bureau cf Identificatior

[ Q=S
Lrime
Date of Arrest Time Prect. No. '
Officers :
Where Arrested Residence ' ¢
Associates
- T Age ] . Hair -
|
Height . Color of Eyes
Weight Complexzion
Nationality - Teeth
Born Upper
Build . Lower
Occupation Chin

DETAILS OF ARREST

<
o
O
*~J
oo

DR 179,
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Jate X \vil : \
ate Kecerve 1/17/51?

Frem

ame of coatributor)

De. 20 -26354- 171,
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D Eal P S S

no

/9 /([{fa-juf{ Wl
Detoit WD#‘ZS“/ 38
.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI
pATEL. ﬂﬁ_q‘_‘gl%
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4-750 (Rev. 9-21-04) Ui )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_/_Q_Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 . ion 552

3 (b)) O (b)7X(A) O (axs)
0 (1)(2) OJ (bX7)XB) L1 (x2)
O (6)(3) )ZEI (b)(7)(C) O k)(1)

O (b)(7)(D) O (k)2)

O (bX7XE) O x)3)

O (y7xF) O (k)4)
O (b)) O (b)s) L1 (k)(s)
[ (b)(5) O b)9) 0 (kxe)
D2 (b)6) 0 (kx(7)

)@ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your
request,

[] Information pertained only to a third party. The subject of your request is listed in the
title only,

UJ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you,

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
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THE VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS
IN DETROIT

ERDMANN DOANE BEYNON

ABSTRACT

The ‘'Nation of Islam,” usually known as the “Voodoo Cult,” belongs to a chain of
movements arising out of the growing disillusionment and race consciousness of recent
Negro migrants to northern industrial cities. The attention of the general public has
been diregted to sensational episodes in the history of this cult, such as the occurrence
of human sacrifice, but the reorientation of thg personality of its members has been
ignored. The members of the cult have been isolated from the social organization of
the community in which they lived, but they have 'maintained their functional rela-
tionship in the metropolitan economy from which they derive their means of livelihood
and in which they have been able to make more satisfactory adjustments As a result
of the teaching of this cult, they have gained a new conception of themselves and regard
themselves as superior, rather than inferior, to uther peaple.

The Negro sect known to its members as the **Nation of Islam”
or the “Muslims.”” but to the police as the Voodoo Cuit,? has sig-
nificance for social science rescarch partly because of its synthesis
of heterogeneous cultural clements and partly because of its unique
expression of race consciousness. I the movement be viewed as the
life-cycle of a cult, however, its various phases tend to show an
orderly progression through which the attitudes of its devotees were
molded to a common pattern. There developed among them a way
of living which isolated them to a certain extent from all persons
not members of their cult, even though they themselves remained
scattered among an urban population of their own race and color.
In their trade relations the members of this cult have continued
to live, iike other Negroes, within the ecological organization of the
Negro community of Detroit. Their principal occupational adjust-
ment has been factory labor, and thus the cult members have main-
tained a functional relationship with the metropolitan economy out-
side of the Negro community. At the same time, however, they

* Spelling: *“Moslem™, pronounced: *Muslim."” This is one of the changed pro-
nunciatiohs by which irfitiates recognize each other. The Moorish-Americans aiso are
“Moslers,’” but pronounce the word as spelled.

*» No effort is made in this paper to trace relationship between this cult and Voodoo-
ism in Haiti and other West Indian islands. The cuit received the name *“Voodoo™

solely because of cases of human sacrifice. .
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VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS 895

have severed contacts with the social organization of the community
in which they live, so that they have gained isolation almost as
effectively as did the members of agricultural religious communities
who migrated to new homes.

THE BEGINNING OF THE MOVEMENT

The prophet and founder of the cult made his first appearance
among the Negroes of Detroit as a peddler. Like other Arab and
Syrian peddiers, he went from house to house carrying his wares.

He came first to our houses selling raincoats, and then afterwards silks. In
this way he could get into the people's houses, for every woman was eager to
s¢e the nice things the peddlars had for sale. He told us that the silks he carried
were the same kind that our people used in their home country and that he
had come from there. So we all asked him to tell us about our own country.
If we asked him to eat with us, he would eat whatever we had on the table, but
after the meal he began to talk: “*Now don’t eat this food. It is poison for yau,
‘I'he people in vour own country do not eat it. Since thev eat the right kind of
foud thev have the Lest health all the time. If vou would live just hike the
peuple 1n vour home country, yvou would never be sick any more.”’ %o we all
wanted him to tell us more about ourselves and about our home country and

4bout how we could be free from rheumatism, aches gnd nains.
i

At the stranger’s suggestion a group of people was invited to one
of the houses visited by him. so that on a particular evening they all
ight hear the story in which all alike were so much interested.
Accustomed as these people were to the cottage prayer meetings of
the Negro Methodist and Baptist churches they found no difficulty
in holding inlormal meetings in their homes.

The former peddler now assumed the role of prophet. During
the carly period of his ministry he used the Bibie as his textbook,
since it was the only religious book with which the majority of his
hearers were familiar. With growing prestige over a constantly in-
creasing group, the prophet became bolder in his denunciation of
the Caucasians and began to attack the teachings of the Bible in
such a way as to shock his hearers and bring them to an emotional
crisis. Brother Challar Shatrieff told of the crisis through which he
himseli passed after hearing the prophet’s message:

+ Sister Denke Majied, formerly, Mrs. Lawrence Adams.
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The very first time I went to a meeting I heard him say: ‘“The Bible tells
you that the sun rises and sets. That is not so. The sun stands still. All your
lives you have been thinking that the earth pever moved. Stand and look
toward the sun and know that it is the earth vou are standing on which is
tmoving.” Up to that day I always went to the Baptist chuech. After I heard
that sermon from the prophet, I was turned around completely. When I went
home and heard that dinner was ready, 1 said: *'1 don’t want to eat dinner.
1 just want to go back to the meetings.”” I wouldn't eat my meals but I goes
back that night and I goes to every meeting after that, Just to think that the
sun above me never moved st all and that the earth we are on was doing all
the moving. That changed everything for me.s

The report of the prophet’s message spread through the Negro
community. Many of those who heard him invited their iriends
and relatives to come to the meetings, appealing either to their
curiosity or to deeper interests. The attendance at the house meet-
ings increased so much that the prophet was compelled to divide
his hearers into several groups. the members of each of which were
permitted to hear his message onlv at,the time assigned to their
group. The inconvenience was so obvious that the prophet’s fol-
lowers readily contributed money suflicient to hire a hall which was
fitted up as the Temple.

THE PROPHET

Although the prophet lived in Detroit from July 4. 1930! until
June 30. 1934, virtually nothing is known about him, save that he
“came from the East” and that he “called” the Negroes of North
America to enter the Nation of Islam. His very name is uncertain.
He was known usually as Mr. Wali Farrad or Mr. W. D. Fard,
though he used also the iollowing names: Professor Ford, Mr. Far-
rad Mohammed, Mr. F. Mohammed Ali. One of the few survivors
who heard his first addresses states that he himself said: “My name
is W. I, Fard and I came from the Holy City of Mecca. More about
myself | will not tell you yet, for the time has not yet come. [ am
your bragther. You have not vet seen me in my royal robes.’s Leg-
ends soon sprang up about this mysterious personality. Many mem-
bers of the cult hold that the prophet was born in Mecca, the son
of wealthy parents of the tribe of the Koreish, the tribe from which

« Brother Chauar Sharrieff, furmerly, Mr. Charles Peopies.

3 Interview with Mrs. Carrie Peoples (Sister Carric Mohammed).
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VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS 897
Mohammed the Prophet sprang, and that he was closely related by
blood to the dynasty of the Hashimide sheriffs of Mecca who be-
came kings of the Hejaz. He is said to have been educated at a
college in England,® in preparation for 2 diplomatic career in the
service of the kingdom of the Hejaz, but to have abandoned every
thing to bring “freedom, justice and equality,” to “his uncle™
living “in the wilderness of North America, surrounded and robbed
completely by the Cave Man."

There has grown, however, among the members of the cult a
belief that the prophet was more than man, as Brother Yussuf
Mohammed claimed: “When the police asked him who he was, he
said: ‘T am the Supreme Ruler of the Universe.” He told those
police more about himself than he would ever tell us.”

THE NEGROES WHO HEARD THE “‘CALL”

L}

phear e o v
a I

Not all who attended the uchtluB: and heard the s SITARZeT 8 Mi¢s-
sage accepted him as a prophet. Many ridiculed his attacks against
the Caucasians and were angered by his criticisms of the churches
and the preachers. During the four years of his ministry, however,
approximately eight thousand Negroes'® in Detroit “heard the call”
and became members of the Nation of Islam. Interviews with more
than two hundred Moslem families showed that with less than half-
a-dozen exceptions all were recent migrants from the rural South,
the majority having come to Detroit from small communities in
Virginia, South Carolina. Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. In-
vestigations of cult members by the Wavne County Prosecutor’s
office also indicated the same origin. The interviews disclosed that

® Sister {'arric Mohammed and certajn others claim that the prophet graduated
from the University of Southern California in Los Angeles

1 Symbolized by the letters F J E on the Muslim flag banging in the home of every
cult member.

' The American Negroes+~*‘the black men in the wilderness of North America™—
are referred to symbolically in the cult ritual as “the uncle of Mr. W. [J. Fard." Mos-

lems of the Eastw—Synms Turh and ct}:ers -are referred to as “the second uncle of
Mc W. D). Fard™

* Prophet W. ). Fard, Tmhngfor the Lost Found Notion af [slam in o M athematical
Way, Probiern No. 0.

» Fatimated by officials of the cult. Detectives of the Special Investigation Squad
of 1the Detroit Police Dtptrt.mcnt estimate 5,000.
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the Moslems not only had migrated recently from the South, but
also had visited their old homes in the South one or more times after
their migration and before thev had come into contact with the
Nation of Islam. Through these visits they had become more con-
scious of race discrimination on the part of the Caucasians. After
their brief sojourn in the North thev tended to reinterpret with
sinister implications incidents of race contact in the South. They
began to realize that lynchings and the indignitics of the Jim Crow
system were perpetrated by Caucasians who worshiped the same
God as thev did and worshiped Him in the same way. In many of
its parts the Secret Ritual of the cult reflects the aroused feclings
with which these Negroes returned from their visits to the South.
“Me and my people who have becen lost from home for 37y vears
have tried this so-called mystery God for bread, clothing and a home
And wc receive nothing but hard times, hunger, naked and out of
doors. Also was beat and killed by the ones that advocated that
kind of God. ™

The illiteracy of the southern Negroes now seemed due 1o Cauca-
sian “tricknollogy. "™ “Why does the devil keep our people illiter
ate? So that he can use them for a 1ool and also a slave. He heeps
them blind to themselves so that he can master them.”

Awakened already to a consclousness of race discrimination, these
migrants from the South came into contact with militant mese
ments among oorthern Negroes. Practically none of thum had been
in the North prior to the collapse of the Marcus Garvey movemen!
A few of them had come under the influence of the Moorish-Amen
can cult which succeeded it. The effect of both these movements
upon the future members of the Nation of Islam was largely indirect.
Garvey taught the Negroes that their homeland was Ethiopia. The
Noble Drew Ali, the prophet of the Moorish- Americans, proclaimed
that these people were “descendants of Marrocans.”™* The newer
migrants entered a social milieu in Which the atmosphere was filled

w W T Fard. Secret Ritual of the Nution of {slam, Part 1L sec. 11. This has been pre-
served as an oral tradition, memorized verbatim by the pupils at the University of
Isiam  Only a {few manuscripl copies are extant.

1 A cult term pronounced “trickenollogy "

3 Fard, Secret Ritual, Vart 1, sec. o,

{ s+ Koran Questions for Moorish Americans (Chicago, 1a28), p. 1, ques! 13
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with questions about the origin of their people. Long before their
new prophet appeared among them they were wondering who they
were and whence they had come.

The migrants did not find life in the North as pleasant as they
had expected it to be, when first they came to the “land of hope,”
as the North was known in Negro poetry and song. The depression
deprived them of their means of livelihood, and they suffered their
first experience of urban destitution. Though public relief came to
their rescue, the attitudes shown by the welfare agents increased
their hatred of the Caucasian civilization. Forced to stand waiting
for hours to receive their dole, these people began to believe that
race discrimination was evident in the North as well as in the South.
The welfare workers- -including those even of their own race—be-
came symbolic of all that these people hated.

Anp Asiatic trend among Negre dole recipients of the Elmwood district, noted
at the time as a passing whim, to-day came back with hohror to two women
welfare workers on learning that the fanatical Robert Harris had intended them
for human sacrifices as infidels . . . . Harris stated to the police that each of
these was a *'no good Christian,’’ and that they would have been sacrificed if he
knew where he could have found them.'s

A further disiliusionment came from their own physical discom-
fort resulting from life in crowded quarters in a northern city. Un-
accustomed to the climate of the North. and especially to its winters,
these people svon developed many bodily ailments. Their condition
is described by the Prophet Fard in his teaching:

He had fever. headaches, chills, grippe, hay fever, regular fever, theumatism,
also pains in all joints. He was disturbed with foot ailment and toothaches.
His pulse beat more than eightyv-eight times per minute: therefore he goes to
the doctor every day and gets medicine for every day in the year: one after
each meal and three times a day, also one at bedtime.®

The migrahts realized that they sufiered much more physical pain
than they had in their old homes. They connected this suffering
with the ciyilization of the white man to whose cities they had come.
Even before they met the prophet, they had begun to blame the
Caucasian for their aches and pains.

- s Deiroit Times, November 22, 1931.
s Teaching for bhe Losi Found Nation of Islam in o Mathematical Way, Problem No. 6.
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THE ORGANIZED CULT

Maladjusted migrant Negroes came into contact with the prophet
at the informal meetings in their own homes. With the change to
temple services the movement took on a more formal character. The
teaching became systematized. Membership was recognized and
“registered.”’ The movement itself became organized in a hierarchi-
cal manner. .

The prophet’s message was characterized by his ability to utilize
to the fuliest measure the environment of his followers. Their physi-
cal and economic difficulties alike were used to illustrate the new
teaching. Similarly, biblical prophecies and the teaching of Marcus
Garvey and Noble Drew Ali were cited as foretelling the coming of
the new prophet. As additional proofs of his message, the prophet
referred his followers to the writings of Judge Rutherford, of Je.
hovah’s Witnesses, to a miscellaneous collection of books on Free-
masonry and its symbolism, and to some well-known works, such
as Breasted's Comguest of Civilization and Hendrik van Loon's Storv
of Mankind. Since many of these people were illiterate, it became
necessary to organize classes in Englih so that they might be able
to read “the proofs about themselves.”" They were also instructed
to purchase radios in order that they might listen to the addresses
of Judge Rutherford, Frank Norris, the Baptist fundamentalist,
and others. The prophet explained to the people that the recom-
mended books and addresses were symbolic and could be understood
only through the interpretation which he himself would give at the
temple services. The Koran itself was soon introduced as the most
authoritative of all texts for the study of the new faith. The prophet,
however, uded only thc Arahic text which he translated and ex-
plained to the believers. Here too they were completely dependent
upon his ipterpretation.

To give more systematic character to his teaching, the prophet
himself prepared certain texts which served as authoritative manuals
of the religion and were memorized verbatim by all who became
members of the Nation of Islam.

The prophet’s teaching was in substance as follows:

black men in North America are not Negroes, but members of the lost
tribe df Shebazz, stolen by traders from the Holy Uity of Mecca 379 years ago.

et ee

00092 4,



=T

VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS po1

The prophet came to America to find and to bring back to life his long Jost
brethren, from whom the Caucasians had taken away their language, their
mation and their religion. Here in America they were living other than them-
seives. They snust learn that they are the original people, noblest of the nations
of the earth. The Caucasians are the colored people, since they have lost their
original color. The original people must regain their religion, which is Islam,
their language, which is Arabic, and their culture, which is astronomy and higher
mathematics, especially calculus. They must live acvording to the law of
Allah, avoiding all mest of “poison animals”” bogs, ducks, geese, 'possums and
catish. They must give up completely the use of stimulants, especially liquor.
I'hey must dean themselves up—both their bodies and their houses. If in this
wuy they obeyed Allah, he would take them back to thc Paradise from which
they had been stolen—the Holy City of Mecca,.» ‘

Those who accepted this teaching became new men and women,
or, as the prophet expressed it, were restored to their original and
true selves. As 2 mark of this restoration the prophet gave them
back their original names which the Caucasians had taken from
them. Since a sum of money--usually ten dollars- was required to
secure the original name, this work must have been extremely profit-
able ta the prophet. Each new believer wrote g separate letter asking
4 his original name, which the prophet was supposed to know
through the Spirit of Allab within him. Examples of the changed
Names are:

Josenh Shenard hecame Tam Sharriaf

FEISLPN St pRa U CRAGLEC Rl GUerTICH

Lindsey Garrett became Hazziez Aliah
Henrv Wells became Anwar Pasha
William Blunt became Sharrieff Allah,

Apparent mistakes sometimes occurred when three or more brothers
applied {or new names, neglecting to mention in their letters that
they were blood brothers. Thus, despite his omniscience, the prophet
once gave the surnames of Sharriefl, Karriem, and Mohammed to
the three Poole brathers. The prophet explained this seeming mis-

take as due to his divine knowledge of the different paternity of the
three brothers.

2 Compiled from tl;e three texts issued by the prophet: Tmlnug for the Lost Found
Nation of Islam in a Maithematical Way. consisting of 34 problems. This text was
printed, but given only to registered Moslems. Secrer Ritnal of the Natiow of Islam,
Pact I, in 14 secs. éibid., Part T3, in 40 secs.

The Searet Ritual was, apd still is, transenitied orally. The entire teaching is sym-
bolic and can be understood only by the injtiates,
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The people who secured the new names value them as their great-
est treasure. “I wouldn’t give up my righteous name. That name
is my life.”*® They became so ashamed of their old slave names that
they considered that they could suffer no greater insult than to be
addressed by the old name. They sought to live in conformity with
the Law of Islam as revealed to them by the prophet, so that they
might be worthy of their original names. Gluttony, drunkenness,
idleness, and extra-marital sex relations, except with ministers of
Islam, were prohibited completely. They bathed at least once a

nnnnnnn lnssaler alan;m an~ #4hot thas: mais
day and kept th{:if nouses St_r'upuxuuSIy CiEAnN, 3¢ inal wuacy uu&u\_

put away all marks of the slavery from which the restoration of the
original name had set them free.

The rapid increase in membership made necessary the develop-
ment of a formal organization. Subsidiary organizations had been
established as the need for them arose. Chief of these was the Uni-
versity of Islam to which the children of Moslem families were
sent rather than to the public schools. Here they were taught the
“knowledge of our own, "' rather than the “civilization of the Cauca-
sian devils.”” Courses were given in “higher mathematics,” astrono-
my, and the *“general knowledge and ending of the spook civiliza-
tion.” That women might keep their houses clean and cook food
properly, there was established the Moslem Girls’ Training and Gen-
eral Civilization Class. Fear of trouble with the unbelievers, espe-
cially with the police, led to the founding of the Fruit of Islam--
a military organization for the men who were drilled by captains
and taught tactics and the use of firearms. Each of these organiza-
tions was under the control of a group of officers trained spedally
by the prophet for their task. Finally the entire movement was
placed under a Minister of Islam and a corps of assistant ministets,
all of whom had begn selected and trained by the prophet. Within
three years the prophet not only began the movement but organized
it so well that he himself was able to recede into the background,
appearing almost never to his followers during the final months of
his residence in Detroit. This was undoubtedly an important factor
in the cult’s survival after the prophet's departure.

o Mrs. William McQoy, renamed Sister Rosa Karriem.
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SCHISMS AND PERSECUTIONS
h

Inherent apparently in the prophet’s message were certain teach-
ings which, from the very beginning of the movement, led to schisms
within the membership of the cult and to persecution from without.

The prophet prociaimed that his followers did not belong to Amer-
ica. They were citizens of the Holy City of Mecca and their only
allegiance was to the Moslem flag. Their children must be removed
from the public schools and sent to the University of Islam. In
revolt against this position, Abdul Mohammed, one of the first offi-
cers in the temple, seceded and organized a small Moslem group of
his own in which the cardinal principle was loyalty to the Constitu-
tion of the United States and to its flag- The attendance officers
of the Board of Education and the police attempted to break up
the University of Islam and to compel the children 10 return to the
public schools. This led to a severe riot in which the members of the
cult tried to storm the police headquarters. Fearful of race rots,
the judges of the recorder’s court released with suspended sentence
almost all of the rioters. Since that time the University of Islam
has continued its classes.

More serious difficulties arose over the question of human sacri-
fice: The prophet’s position on this question was never made clear.
He taught explicitly that it was the duty of every Moslem to offer
as sacritice four Caucasian devils in order that he might return to
his home in Mecca.” The prophet also taught that Allah demands
obedience unto death from his followers. No Moslem dare refuse
the sacrifice of himsell or of his loved ones if Allah requires it. On
November 21, 1932, the people of Detroit became conscious of the
presence of the cult through its first widely publicized human sacri-
fice. A prominent member, Robert Harris, renamed Robert Kar-
riem, erected an altat in his home at 1249 Dubois Street and invited

~ his roomer, John J. Smith, to present himself as a human sacrifice,

so that he might betome, as Hdrris said, “the Saviour of the world.”
Smith agreed, and at the hour appointed for the sacrifice—g:00
A.M.—Harris plunged a knife into Smith’s heart. After constant re-
currences of rumors of human sacrifice or attempted sacrifice, on
January 20, 1937, Verlene McQueen, renamed Verlene Ali, brother
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of one of the assistant ministers, was arrested as he prepared for
the ceremonial slaying and cooking of his wife and daughter. This
sacrifice was, asg he said, to have ““cleansed him from all sin.”
These cases of human sacrifice have directed to the cult much
attention from the Police Department so that the cult has been
forced to pursue many of its activities in secret. The question of
sacrifice has led also to serious internal clashes. ""Rebels against the
Will of Allah,” as they are called, have left the Temple and organized
another Temple of Islam, desiring to remain within the framework of

the cult but to avoid buman sacrifice, the necessity of which as an

expiation of sin forms one of the most hotly debated subjects among

the cult members.

Persecutions and schisms alike have tended to increase the cul-
tural isolation of the members of this group. The effect of the
schisms was selective, leaving within the parent organization those
who were bound together by common attitudes and common loyal-
ties. Attacks made on the cult by the Police Department have been
instigated usually by the leaders of Negro organizations. These per-
secutions have led naturally to a greater solidarity among the cult
members and to a constantly increasing isolation of the Moslems
from the other residents of the Detroit Negro community.

EFFORTS TO EXPLOIT THE MOVEMENT

ThP ﬁn]‘ldanhr and cultural jenlatinn af the Maslame have vaw.

dered meﬁectual the various attempts made by interested parties
to redirect the activities of the cult in order to further their own
particular purposes. The first of these efforts was made by the Com-
munists in 1932, but the cult members rebuffed their appeal. Then
came Major Takahashi, a reserve Japanese officer, who sought to
lead the Moslems to swear allegiance to the Mikado. Only a small
minority of the members followed him into the new movement he
organized—The Development of Our Own. With his deportation,
this schmismatic movement came to nought. An Ethiopian, Wyx-
zewixard S. J. Challouehliczilczese, sought in June, 1934, to re-
organize the movement as a means of sending financial support 40
Ethiopia. This too, was unsuccessful. At present the members of
the cult have come under the influence of certain anti-Union intes-
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ests and talk violently of the war of the C.1.0. against Allah, and

ths naad of removing from the Planet F.lrfh al TTnion nmmzl_::!
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While this trend seems very pronounced at present, it is unlikely
to leave any permanent impression upon the movement, and still
less likely to detach from the Nation of Islam any of its members.

ADJUSTMENTS OF CULT MEMBERS IN THE
URBAN ECONOMY
At the time of their first contact with the prophet, practically all

the members of the cult were recipients of public welfare, unem-
ploved, and living in the most deteriorated aréas of Negro settle-
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ment in Detroit. At the present time® there is no known case of un-
employment among these people. Practically all of them are work-
ing in the automobile and other factories. They live no longer in
the slum section around Hastings Street, but rent homes in some
of the hest economic areas in which Negroes have settled. They
tend to purchase more expensive furniture, au{omobiles, and clothes
than do their neighbors even in these areas of higher-class residence.
This improved economic adjustment is due, doubtless, partly to post-
depression conditions of employment and to the increased hiring
of Negroes as a result of recent labor troubles. The members of the
cult, however, claim that they have secured work much more easily
than have other Negroes. They ofier thanks to Allah for this evi-
dence of his favor. To some extent their claim appears to be justi-
fied, though no statistical study has yet been made of comparative
unemployment of cult members and other recent Negro migrants.
Through the Nation of Isiam they have gained a new status and a
new confidence in themselves. When they meet Caucasians, they
rejoice in the knowledge that they themselves are superiors meeting
members of an inferior race. Employment managers tend to accept
more readily persons whose appearance gives evidence of clean liv-
ing and self-reliance, than those who show the marks of debauchery,
defeat, and despair. !

The ascetic manner of life of the Moslems also has contributed to
their economic improvement. No money whatever is speat by them
on liquor, tobacco, or pork. Their one meal of the day consists al-

= Written in August, i937.
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most entirely of vegetables and fruits. Consequently their expendi-
ture on food is significantly smaller than is that of other Negroes
in Detroit. This economy in consumption, however, is not extended
to visible marks of status, such as houses, automobiles, and clothes.
The prophet taught them that they are the descendants of nobles
in the Holy City of Mecca. To show their escape from slavery and
their restoration to their original high status, they feel obliged to
live in good houses and to wear good clothes. Despite their expendi-
ture on these items, members of the cult ¢onstantly declare that
they are ashamed that they have not been able to purchase better
commodities or to rent finer homes. “This furniture is the best we
could aflord to buy here in the wilderness of North America, where
we have to live other than ourselves. When we go home to Mecca,
we will be able to get really good furniture, just like all our people
who live there use.”

RELATION TO OTHER NEGRO CULTS

The story of the Nation of Istam cannot be considered as complete
in itself. Militant and cultist movements among migrant Negroes
in the cities of the North have formed a sort of tree. After one
branch has groyn, flourished, and begun to decay, another shoots
up to begin over again the same cyde, though alwavs with an in-
creasing degree of race-consciousness and anti-Caucasian prejudice.
Qut of the wreck of the Marcus Garvey movement, there sprang
Phoenix-like the Moorish-American cult of which the prophet was
Noble Drew Ali. After this prophet’s disappearance and the stabi-
lization of the movement as a formally organized denomination,
there sprang up the Nation of Islam. Although the cultural isola-
tion of the members of this cult has not declined during the three
years of their prophet’s absence, there arc many evidences of the
loss of militant aggressiveness which once characterized this group.
The organization also is tending to become more amorphous. From
among the latger group of Moslems there has sprung receatly an
even more militant branch than the Nation of Islam itself. This
new movement, known as the Temple People, identifies the prophet,
Mr. W. D. Fard, with the god Allah. To Mr. Fard alone do they
offer prayer and sacrifice. Since Mr. Fard has been deified, the
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Temple People raise to the rank of prophet the former Minister of
Islam, Rlijah Mohammed,™ now a resident of Chicago. He is always
referred to reverently as the “Prophet Elijah ip Chicago.” A former
assistant of his, the Haitian Theodore Rozier,” has become the
minister and director of the new movement.

Thus continues the chain of these movements, each running
through its cycle of growth and decay and all of them interwoven
as strands of a web. Fundamental to them all is the eflort of migrant
Negroes to secure a status satisfactory to themselves after their
escape from the old southern accommodation of white and Negro.
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» His slave name was Elijah Poole. The prophet conferred on him the name of
“Flijah Karriem.” The Temple People claim that Mr. W. D. Fard himself changed this
vame later to “Elijah Mobhammed™ to indicate the higher status to which the minister
was called. Moslems opposed to the Temple People deny this and continue to speak of
“Brother Flijah Karriem."”

7 Une of the newer converts, Brother Theodore Rozier, admits that he never saw
the “Savior,” Mr. W. ). Fard, and that he learned of Islam solely through his contact
with the "Prophet Elijah Mohangmed.” (Jppunents of the Temple People contend that
Brother Theodore Rozier is not qualified 10 be minister of Islam since he received the
revelation *'secand- hand.”




