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' " Rebulet October 20, 1947 and Butel October 2L, 1947
A miew of the Los Angeles file in this case reflects
{-u 4that the New York Office has heoind cop:l.u of all pertinent
et O e ) in this case. ., » e
; "Ji’:_‘ lﬂso)‘ . T :g#»"r-,,’gﬁJ gy 'q?‘qngi o - - - &

rwrc w,*#.HMhunOtumwnimm, it:l.srequuud
" that an {nterview be conducted as soon as ‘possible inasmuch as the
Los Anzeles Office of the Imuigration and Naoturalization Service has
5o : 1natitutod an investigation to determine if BRECHT can be deported.
'xf < ... " It has been ascertained that d.porution pmceed:l.nga against m
' may be instituted by Saturday, November B, 1947, 4if the central
""\f“otﬂco ob)!mﬂ.grntian and Naturalization: Serrl.ca concurs 'lith t-hc
on~of thni.rjl.ocal ropmcnhtim. T3 oo oo _

w»;, e e AT e e
T 5*-:*’1&. regaxd -to the I-lip-atd.on and htmnzation Sorviw
3 .& stigation tin-Los Angeles, this office has furnished information "
. P'_‘ 1able:on mm“hichmldddindsporﬁ.ng him. Immigration
g 2. RN ul!’lhh:ra]intion Service was particularly interested in any con=

: :.;. tactl between m and_Sovist Govermment officials,

‘ o mmmﬂd&*ammz,m ’
, “a in this case, it was reparted that ERECHI was contacted by GREGORI
v i __“ﬂm, former SOmt Gonsul at Snn thco uﬂ a known So?ht
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TO H t’o De .. Ladd v . DATL: Noverbex ’. 19‘7
‘yaom . = Jdo P Coyne 'rbl 2 EE% ——
L. ‘/ - EI jas
SUBJECT DERTULT BUOEN FRIEDRICH BRECHT, was . —
Do swo - 3 E:E
The subject mtmabotouthc Bouse Covmittes on Une %
Amsrican Activities on October 30, 1947 regarding Communist activity &mﬂ——_

in Hollywood, Newspaper accounts of his testizony indicate he
claimed not to de and never to have been & mexber of the Communist ’
Pu-ty in this or any other comntry. The Bureau has received information

A e -

|ﬁ we uﬁnu'lryo

Mtplmdml&-mnﬁtﬂptomm&pmm,m
postponad it in favor of testifying before the House Commities. He being an -
lalhn, it was decided to interview him prior to his proposed departure regard-

ing his Coxwunist sctivity and contacts with known Soviet agents in this
suthorisation was given to the Los Angeles and Bew York Qffices to
thh interview, but the interview was hold in abeyance wntil after
his testimony defore the Un-American Activities Coemittes.

RECOAENDATION

That the subject be interviewsd at this time by the Los Angeles or
New York Office in view of his proposed trip to Burope. A letter to thoss
offices 1is attached for apmroval, it not being inmown definitely where he is
at the moment,
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: mm;-au-mwowmrwmhn-ﬂquh
m,mmm,m-mm.m He ms ban at . .. -
: _m-m.o--w‘ ‘February 10, 1898, and arrived {u the United States .
';'_:_‘ano, ms.tm. hlyl, nu,n-unm louanaum. T

'.:.ﬁ", L

P e It'.lnlnronnd thtﬁc ubaoeuuzunumao 1947.

. ‘.'Mmhmimamuuum—um:tﬂd:tinhomtdmth
. was no% and never had been a meaber of any Commmist Party in this or any

. okher oountiry, In this conmection I wish to oall yowr attention to infarma-

v, Searts s W

can prove this, ' ‘He also states that cne of Brecht's plays ws
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_thdhhm, ulm.wmmuooomumu ‘S -
_-',' that time. that the English trenslation of the B

. ‘t4%1s of this m«rmwwm-mmtmm
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advises that Brecht wasg oo~editor of the Communist

*Das Freis Wort,® the Inglish trenslation of which title is "The

Work.” This was in Mosoow and wes ctomcat.nnuottholeou

furtber states that Brecht in 1919 . -~
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- e has eallabarated with Eans Eisler, presently cut on bail knder deportation

procsedings. mmmmmn-munm.-ﬂmmtnmu

-Finland, Prance and Russia, His writings in 1939, repartedly advocated

ovarthrow of eapitalism m.mmmzwamu-gmumm

.sabotage by labor to attain its ends. Ee bhas been kngyn @ associate
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TRECTOR ° URGENT
szmor.ncgnzcnr, INTERNAL SECURITY-R.
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-4 ’,im.zpnomcam ADVISED THAT ancu'r, VHO, ACCORDING T0 mspa:'_" PO
"

Acnvxnzs comzmz, HAD srarzn THAT HE WAS NOT AND NEVER HAD BEEN A
‘MEMBER OF ANY COMMUNIST PARTY IN THIS OR ANY OTHER countey. GNP
g_smn:s THAT HE KNQYS THAT THE SUBJECT VAS A LEADING EURCPEAN
cormumsr AND THAT HE CAN PROVE THIS. HE ALSO STATES THAT ONE OF
{BRECHT-S PLAYS WAS BANNED_ IN ESSEN GERMANY, IN NINETEEN THIRTYTWO BY
?THE. DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT IN POVER AT THAT TIME. GEENNME GIVES m_r
"ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THIS PLAY AS QUOTE,ST. JOAN OF THE SLAUGHTE

. ey "

k"~ HOUSE umuon:, AND ‘1T CONCERNS THE REVOLUTION AND OVERTHROW CF THE

ﬁn:;; AR cov:ﬁﬁﬁr::ij.f‘"——_—ﬁﬁﬁs IN ADDITION THAT BRECHT WAS THE /,
"co-znnon OF THE: cémi'umsr MAGAZINE QUOTE, DAS NEWWN FREIE VORT, UN- ‘
guon:; ENGLISH SRANSLATION, THE FREE WORK, IN MOSCOV PRIOR TO ENTERIMG
.:nu: vs. QNP SAYS THAT BRECHT IN NINETEEN NINETEEN AT AUGSBURG,

&AVARIA, FOUNDED A COMMUNIST NEWSPABER CALLED QUOTE, ﬂﬁf ED
UU

T — . -
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-3 .....*\ 1947), he had prepared 8 lsngthy and factusl resume of all information in
G . his possession concemning ZRICHET, including documentary evidence, and had
. forwarded it diroctly to the FEI Headquarters at Tashington, [. C.

-l

— ;’ ‘
B . D stated that he would 1ike the FSI in Tashingtor to cvaluate
S N information he had fumished prior to his being interviewed, and that
‘g A sfter such evaluation, he would bSe glad to explain, if nucessary, any mat-
. 3N ters considered desirable. He stated that he preferred not to be inter-
. “viewed at this time.
‘ : Atter U : 1otter i: riceived and examined by the
R -~ Burnu, the Philadelphia Office should be acdvised if further interview
N . \uit.h this individual is desired relative to any matters set out therein.
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© CONE-aSH 37 AND LOSA 3 FROM NEW YORK 12 10-18 PM ¢
1 DIRECTOR AND SAC URGENT

. BERTOLT EVUGEN FRIEDRICHG%RECHT WAS, IS8 R. RE LA LET NOV, FIVE

.~ FORTY SEYEN REUESTING SUBJECT BE lNTcRVIEVED AS §90! A8
POSSIBLE AS DEPORTATION PRUCEEDINGS WERE TS BE 1ISTITJTEL 3Y

' 1 N 8 NOV., EIGHT FORTY SEVEN AND NY LET DATED NOV. TH<EE
-FORTYSEVEN SUGGESTING BRECHT NOT BE INJERVIEWED AT THIS TINME

¢ IN VIEW OF ASSOCIATION WITH MARTHA DOD RN

~ UNLESS BUREAU ADYISES TO CONTRARY, SUBJECT WiLL NOT BE .
INTERYIEWED AT THIS TiME.

NY R 37 WA |
TRANSMITTED TO LA | a&pj_—
RECEIVED: 11-12~47 10:33 PM EST @D v
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o =2 "7 Mr. Re
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T - Mr. Pesaiagtor
“."_ A :’(' . "Me. Quina Tew
| . CE—— s

Kl  CONF WASH 30 AND L0SA 3 FROM VBN TR 20  10-32 Pu
- wnd

‘ ? " DIRECTOR AND SAC  URCENT

% - BERTOLY EUGEN mmmcn'gnm, R. EXFERTMENTAL THEATER, NIC,
e ERECHT PRESENTLY IN SWITZERIAND, (M6 RECORDS REELECT MUGEN BRECHT, PERMIT

g A ONE FOUR THREE SEVEN NINE NINE O, NIC BOUND FOR PARIS, FRANKCE, OCT, THIRTT~
5 ONE FORTYSEVEN VIA AIR FRANCE ATRLINES) CUSTOMS STOP PIACED MIC RE SUBJECTS REPIRN,

5 SUGOEST IA PLACE CUSTOMS STCP NATIO IF DESIRID,

_ ARD REIAY FOR LOSA

TRANSMITTRD TO LOSA.
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Wioey yeTEmRTeN Emmowe /T T L~ "_‘“%
) | Boveaber 12, 1947, requesting that the gubiegt be inter=
r datod Eoveaer 5, 1947, “
furnlishea tolh-h‘ as & m.‘ld&.thl i

Qb‘-"\.wiﬂ'-‘iy-v'-.- AT
t';_ mew.,uta*thzmwm o.m-.nd htm
ﬂ-lttn oa Un-bwricen Astivities mnd stnted that b never wrote sonmmisiie
g d W‘\nmmmntur. In reality, Brecht lag alvayz aeted .
. and written a8 & propepniist of Conmnim and Sovistisn. In 1919 ha 'ax editorialist
> of She 'Rote FMdne' (Ped Yiag) im Awgsdurg. As 8 firet resder of an wll-nowms
" Gorman Pudlishing House (Drei Maslem Verlag) I hawe followsd Brecki¥s carresr
ﬁ-&nﬂ-a. Breoht WAs &n nswe advoonte of Soviet poliey In Germany
‘bm‘hmzﬂ.mml P t among them *Ple Massmakwe' (‘The . -
Lgd ie Meilige Jodazoa der Sohlaghthoofe®, 1932 (*at, Josn of the .
hu‘). 'ﬂplﬁhtpllr;nlpuwhnﬁam mm«u

oy Y PRI WY Y N SRS e

e GRILI] O FAPLVAILIEE G4 ITVR SOUETITIFSe uu-.
Mﬂa (Pn-ﬂthr!.n) m of Wrese (Darmatadt) fertale the pers .
¥ formanes of "St, Jean uf the 3l sr~honses® Because of its commmnictia m.-q.
the sherter plays of Terzot tha $1%le) is written in vrmaise of
sservt so0cleties in 81l commtrios which work for Soviet = Tussis. Mrtheld
] rel unnuh-n-odlhrorﬂnhshnh-nuu'm
{16 appeared in Nesoow during the Fasl~Regime in Germmn lor ro\ I remexder
An the iswmes » dlstride of Rrecht n-olnlt Amnrise,
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S Central Intelligence Acency e
e 2430 £ Street, Y. Y, _ ;-
wuhm k °'.s .
L J‘oh Idp.r !!oonr - m:-otor. ’h&cml Bdreau of Imrnw:nuau

»ERrOLz XUOEN YRIEMICKSRECT, vith plinees,

é')!mm DEMOLD FRIFR] e, m‘ LIRS,
RIR0AT j
< .- e /

‘, : . The mibjeot, reportod on soveral occations to be & Coamnlist
£ 2'._‘: ay nnl. mown %0 be the sutkor of Commmistic writings, left i'ev Yor's uy
. Q,,i*';c‘, bonﬂ.for M-. m. Ootobu- a. 1941 ¥ia Alr Frunce. _

~g§:‘f’.‘9-‘*~ SR 3 Brecht ves Yorn Tebruary 10, 1858, Augecr, Coruany; He
$ -r:rlod Hslen Veigel, sstress, Perlin, Germany, 1928, an? hae two mn
X 2 . ebildrem, Stefsn and Marbers, He sutesed the inited Striee with ids

. fhﬂl at fian m. cllifm!l. Jw a. 1541, abozrd tio 37 Annie

S Ese. Jackem from Nelsingsfor, Yinland, AS first he resiced at 317 25

5 £ - Li- Shres), Santa Nonics, California and later at 1063 26th Street, Santa
DA Ry J.?loalcn. his sent address, He ﬂ.lod hil doelmtion of intention
ﬁ‘m- ,n;mh-r 8 1941, ot Los Jngales, *. -

A I e R kst 'zoth oant&rmﬂ' states that Mrecht's urlttngt :
'i*rauh-amn. ‘political activities—bhe was & necber of the fugsdarg -~ . -
At 1 Revolutionary Cammittee—earned hia the hanor of deing fifth on the Nasd
- i Mot when Hitler's Beerhall Putech failed. I8 states further that aﬂn
~"'llu¢'o rise $0 pover Brecht was expolled from the Thirc Petch nnd - « -
s thereafter lived in Franoe, louw. the aovmuuon. rmd the United
Lo Btates, The Yook "Cerueny: P& statu the.t after rrechs,
7T N

ompumo.mmmu hllh’odhl"ﬂmco. Duurri-..

_.{lom. udct Snassis, snd She,

,_\_._ . . B“‘I;l‘ H’if t-.'unn

,";_.,- TR A Ithnhuupom Trecht ve a rwider of

L "varions Comumnist framt cpnw %1"” in peny effairs

.. rmp‘bhﬁmmnm $ haq further deen revcorted -
- AL, Tkecht gers Ooccamnists in Cerdeny snd thers W




., p80%1vities and associations and in the writings of Brecht, It has deen

© 1y alleged that in Gamsany Jrecht had the reputation of boing 2
cal and.an associate of persons with Communist inclinations, and .- 3-
% 4n the United States Brecht continued to be s radical and an w g‘

Badject 1s the muthor of numerous plays, articles and songs
extolling Commnism and the worksrs® movemsnt. Hans Eisler, who testified
Sepieadar 24, 1947 before the Committes on Un-Amsrican Activitiss, House
-of Representatives, regarding his Conmunist connections and wvho ig presently
,Jont on bond awaiting a deportation hearing, colladorated with Brecht and
1troto misic to many of his songs and plays.

.....

-

!n the latter part of 1943 Brecht traveled to Yew York City
vhere he resided at an apartoent located at 124 Zast 57th Street, levw York
City, vhich was then occupled by Buth Berlan, a Danish writer alleged o
have besn active as a msaber of the Communist Party and as a writer for

a Commanist pxper while living in Copenhagen, Denmark, and Ida Fachmamm,
. !t is alleged that on Jamuary 17, 1944, Gerhart Eialer visited this spart~
-+ - mont, It was reported that during the first half of 1944 activities of .
‘ " Free German Novement in New York increased consileradly and that thers was
_.a strong coalition at work to estadlish a Free German organisstion in Shat
l:lty.t Bert Brecht was said to bde active in attampting to orgsnisze thig
‘ eou!. tu.

S . Daring 1944 Ruth Berlan, associnte of Brecht in Zurome vho - -
'-?;__} [ esam to the United States on the same doat with Brecht and allezed mistress
* ~of Brecht, residsd at the residence of Salka Viertel and reportefly an=~ .
" gaget in photographic work for Brecht which took the form of making 35 ma.
. “" ‘photographic copies of a Oerman language manuscript prepared bty Brecht,
-y g_n -H!nl manuecript reportedly was for education of the German pecple after
.i“"fr % "'the war and on another oceasiom was reported for tlu purpose of odncauu
#-“ K 'sfﬂornn Prlnuﬂ ot Var in the mtol States, -
¥ o RS N .‘ . :
P le i T A c-uunhu source, believed reliable, advis
“on Movember 5, 1947 that Brecht plamned tp travel to Europe
Switserland, and might try to move into the Rastern Zope of Germany im
orhr to work for his Communistic 1deas. '

c""

Please furnish any iaformation you receive or dsvelop on the
n‘bjut'c astivities in lunpo of a Soviet intelligence nature, sxd any
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T 7 I attached you will f£ind two copies of & Novesber 5, 1947 letter o
N adﬂrnud %0 the Buresu Wm
E con u information on lubjco . .
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e AN !horo m alse attuhod tn ccpln of an luluh tranlhtton df an

“‘ onyuu httor sent to the Bureau from Los Angeles, postuarked November 12,
:gm 1947 uu writteon n Germsn.
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Vg — letter dated Noveaber 5, 1947,
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ou should endeavar to l.dontﬂ'y uhjccu-m
There is no recard of this latter individual -
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- TRANSLATION FROK THE GERMAN 8 Il
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Nou 1st yourselves be told by ERECHT that he was never in a

Party! If anyone was ever a Comwmnlst, and if anyore gave s false

oath, it was he. I am an old lady and know all the, pecple from Ber

BREGHT was always a Cammunist and, no less a one thdh EISLER, who at [y cacar

least half told the truth. LikewTde SEUCHTWANGER—he was proud in 1/ oe AZe
Munich; wherever he spoke, he emphasi 8 membership in Communism, - :
And everybody is laughing at you, they are all making fun about “yous
stupldity®, as they are all in the habit of calling it. Wwhy don't you
try to get the lists of Commnist members through your agents over

there., You would be amarzed at how many got into the country. There

is also one. a very wicked and dangerous man, or even a Mrs. or ;
a Miss EVALRWDESHOF. pun A&

There are many more dangercus persons of this sort, They have all d

‘sworn one false thing when they entered this country, for they were ¥
all Communists over there, all of them no less so than the two RISLERs, . - ..
and now they want to go over to the Russians, such as BRECHT, only in paS

order to inveigh against America. Don't let them all outl

- "é ‘ |
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lr. t. euhn llor!.m *
Ineutln Auhtnt to the Mtornq Bcnord -« ... . Decenber 3, 1947

ookt -

P Mtor. ’I - rI .""";';5‘;'1‘;:-' e L :---h:-%‘
., -mo:.! BUGEN nmucn m. with dtuu, o e ‘;- :
mmm. EECURITY - ' e 5. :

. nuu refer to my memgrandum to you of Wovember 3, 1947 in vhich
. 7ou were advised that m
” had furnizhed informat uresu re subject's s

’-‘f connectiona after the ‘sudjecs testified Octoder 30, 1947 before the Un~Ausricsa -

utlﬂ.ttn ngl.ttu that he had .unr 'boon n non‘bor of any Commniet Purv.
. ]

n__ - w' = I :
~ i Ph Iottor ef lov-bor ﬁ. 1947, oonfildentially dv!.n&
_‘:- as fou )

ﬁ

T :' _ 'lrocht has always acted and written as s propagandist of Coa= - '

s and Sovietisa. In 1919 he was editorialist of the/fRote Zebne'

Soa ‘Flag) in Augadurg. As & first reader of a well-know German ' -
PN 3 Ashing Xouss {{rel Masken Verlag) I have folloved Brecht's career. . «..

AT frm that time on. DBrecht was an Fngyerinz advocate of Sovist pouq '
,,g"" 4 Gomw he mto several outﬂd:t Commnistic plays; smong $hem v°
N m The'{assnra’) and #0ie Reilige Jobanna der achlnmhg&'

4 - 1932 _of the Slaughter Houses'). fhe latter play is located &
o 'in America and Brecht tries to prove the necessity of the downfall eof -}-’ ‘
. capitalism and free enterprise. In 1932, the Democratic (Pre-Eitleriem)
A TR 0 37 fovernment of Hesss (Darmstsdt) fordads the performence of 'St. Joan
2 es ,,. .of the Slaughter Houses®' becsuse of its Commmistic tendency, One of

AR 0 g 7 the ‘ehorter plays of Brecht (I forgot the title) is written in praies .

TETT e the sgoret socleties in sll countries which work for Soviet Russis.
,5{-";33:_!:.-"‘_-31!9!&014 recht was in Moscow several $imes; he was co~editor of the
:ui,g; % ;,inuha mhy?u Yors' .(1% appeared {a Moscow during the Nasi _ s
RO, «,pghr in Oerman langusge). ‘I remsader dietinctly to have resd in'ome "

a‘;,;f’ 5o 5 .of the' isenes a diatride of Precht against America. I baopen to de -
5% o7 4n contecs with friemds of Brecht and therefore I koow that he bag yy

s~ ... . mot Ssviated a Bi% from the official Russisn party line. Sev 4"
.& ‘ago he said something 1ike that; he and his 1ike are now obug.a e
* . pals themselves off 'as dsmoorate'.  As far as I knov, Br.elﬁ

PRy ‘S0 travel to Burope Yery soon vis Switserland ard I sm conviige 'E.

sdiny . vh will Sry %o sove in the Bastern Zone of Germany in order tocmt
e B 42 edove named vorks of Brecht a¥re g % 4
;.lobo‘q vho rod.' them will j.oub

- /¢ - 190 76 7L
. “tm]‘lnun Service st i.
mo oe iha % left Fev York &

sirltdes. -7
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N 't The Commlssicner
e . Immigration and laturnll.nttm lu'rleo 5 " Deceader 5. 1947

by, 3 T ey s s e . ;‘."e' * 1 kN ) - et

. “;. u.,”l _f:-"; -...:‘_:._::’-'. Lt _*. - .. _‘:.. e ] : ,.. -_‘!" : "I_

P s~ JEPIE JETW PUCE N A 5 ! oo Lo DA A
= Y “BERToL? TUGEW PRIFIRICH m. \dth aliun- R
71 INTERNAL SECURITY - 2 . A

et

.
o
*

’:j.m' AR | b :
} N et

od tnrorntlu on the sudject, - mentioned in this mece- .
n\dttod‘b $his Burean a éonfiden ter dated Novenber 5, 1947.
\hlch contained’ the fouoﬁng adutlonl infomﬂon uhich may de of sooe
;unqnuoae ”‘3.“& -11 -r ":,} a= -r ;,-'.- ,f,-. ,JJJ.\., i .

P F I
' -
.

Fleass refer %0 ny menorandus of iﬁon'har 3, 1947 by which yon Vm

]
;-g

Mt has’ dws ntod and written as a prcpamust of Com=
E sm and Sovietism. In 1919 wvas editorialist of the-ARSte Fahne!
d

'«_!; - A Flag) in Augadurg. As a first resler of a well-known German
o -.-‘ . Publishing House oi Iuku Yoerlag) I have followed Brecht's career
{ioe fn:. that time' an. r:' :‘W 'd'::at;.;f Soviet policy
'{_'_‘:, FRamny; h om outr mmnistic plays; anong thea
‘?ﬂjh -.‘;";“_ ssnahme? ('%{o‘) 4n ¢ Nollige Johanna der Schlagchthoefs®,
},’Pk £--.. 8%, Josm of the Blanghter Eoussa¥),, TH Y&UTer play s located -
i 12 ‘Aderica and Frecht Vries €0 prove the necessity of the downfall of
Nt i * up!tnu- and free enterprise, 1In 1932, the Democratic (Pre-Fitlerimm)
[ 2 ; Government of Hesse (Darmstads) forbede the performance of 'St. Joan
. . of the Slanghter Bouses' because of its Communistic tendency. One of .
A §r . %3 the ehorter plays of Brecht (I forgot the $itle) is written in vraise
PO I er the’ ucrot -ocutin in all comtriee which work for Soviet Russla,
':{g -*,. 'Berthold Bre Ioscov several times; he was co-editor of the ‘
nUET T T RNSsiAR BAZAR * (1% appeared ia Moecow during the Nasti -
= MJ" *i Regingiin Serman languags).:l: remeader distinctly to have read in ome
. i '-"f'éi:- Tef Mhlms a’'diatride ot Brecht against sasrica, I happen to be
g &0 177 %N tn ‘contast WAtN friends of Brecht end thevefore I know that he has -+
P - mot dsviated a D1t from the official Russisn party line, Several weeks
=, . 869 ho said ‘sompthing 1ike that ha and hig like are nov odliged to - .
[ P ay ¥ t\-—-.ﬂ--- ad®P loasn Aomenme il fa Pam aa T nase Nueshd mlome. *
.." s . TAEAPULTYTUN Vid WA & v ay 4Nk B8 & ARV MAiWkSME LA
" to tfavel %o Burope 'l':;i sooa vis Mtsorlmd snd I an eayim Ts 7
28 will try to move in the Zastern Sene of Germany in order to Jo i

., for his Coammistic idess. The adove named works of Brechi epfeva 0
", able in the Library of Oomgress. -lobody who Feads then il daoes

t

J55 . - Ahat"thay aze Comsinistic 11 sures, = N A
tr.n “'*"u‘“% *"‘:r-‘i- PO A :Hgs

S ‘\ - K u '; 13. M ‘ m‘htﬁr Sitten’
b2y, aliforaia, Noveaber s, 197,48 S0y

S e UM TR 4
our records iz FNew York rg
oot "nﬁ‘ Paris, )
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S g0ty Decedder 3, 1047
o, kxRN - S
I U 3EROL? TUOZX FRIETRIOH MEECHT, with glisses,
v C . JUGEN PERTHOLD FRIEZIRI 2, B R!G{E.
i,,‘_':.‘". ";-T'},_‘d'. ,‘ “ ] ! - _;‘

' !ho ntjnt 1ef% Yov Yw‘k cuy wm for Parls, ‘.l‘rncc.

-a!&r - 33 o.to\or !1. 1947 via Alr Franse Alrlines.

. -uw .

;- : Brecks was born Fedruary 10, 1898 a% Angsburg, Germany., Ne _
I -rriod Helen Yeigel, actress, Berlin, Oermeny, in 1928 and has two growm

N L dren, Stefan smd Barbara. He entered the Uhited States with his fm-ily
R = . st 8m Pedro, California, July A, 1947 aboard the 8S Aunie Jackson from .

m-ucmr.,,mmc. -

4&{.' -r‘t hﬂ-:tﬁqy :

X okt LU vhe h& S50 Out!lrr Auﬁoﬂ' states that )ﬂcht'o writings’

E T o and urc-h‘ll.u political aotivities--he was s mecder of the Angsbdurg Reve-
*-;"4;; - 3utionary Committee~—sarmed him the homor of deing fifth on the Nasi 1ist

- ,.‘
A .-

7P . vhen Hitler's Beerhall Putwoh failed. It stetes further that after nn.;'-'
v ries to power Brecht was expelled from the Third Reich and thereafter liwed
% . iz France, Norwvay, the Boviet Union, and the United Btates. The book SQerzany:

Wop - A Belf Jortrals® states that after Brecht sxcapeld froa Oermany vhen Nitler
-xg; same ‘$a power he lived in lhnu. Donnrk. lom. Soviet Bussis, and th-
- »-mtu mm._m— e e

;"“ -'-'n hes ‘imn reported taat in. Gcruw Bresht was a member of &~
i 109 frent organisations and partioipted in cany affairs -
ety "%y the German Uommunist Party. It has further been reported that :

-.';.Q
Yoo '\ﬂlﬂ A Nrs, Jrechd vere Coommists in Gerumany snd there was no douds
R -adeud helr political attitude as 1% was evidenced in the!r activities md
1.) aseociations and ia the writings of Brecht. It has Deen separately al-
o leged that in Gemmany Precht hed the reputation of deing reficsl sné en -
_pn 4 Besociste of persons vith Communist inclinations, and that in the Uaited

l}nn Mt mum % Yo & raiical and n eueay of capltal ism,

o 1'l-"--""" % Otler know cateote of the mbJect i the Tnited Stetes bave .-
; “Yoon; *’:am Kata, a reported Soviet agent formerly aotive in Mex'co Clty,
h“lﬂnhﬂnlﬂo Noveman$; Frits lLang, movie director end Comsmmist

S “ﬂlum; Martin (Rarl Adolf Rudolf Herssnn Jacobs), Germarn lestarer
. Eussian syspetbiser; Eeinrich Mann; Lion Peuchivanger, sal sy
_.mm..nhmmnmmtu.. » '

mmmn A Ing - '2.."-7*'1‘
i“‘""‘“‘
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B e i gme gubjeet testiffed-Ootoler 20, 1947 befors the Coemittes &
» ~  Unelmerican AuSivities, House of Repressntatives, at Vashingtom, D, 8., -

T "8t vhich time he stated that he was not and never hal been a mecder of -
- axy Coamunist Party in this or any other country, e e
The adove is for your information. BShould you receive anything
additional on Brecht's sstivities while in Burope that would be of interest

. $o us, I wuld sppreciate your advising me.
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3 Oﬁice Meﬂ.  euu__ U2 ¢ UNITED ........ GOVERNMENT

: Director, PFEI DATE: January 6, 194t

c ) T

%ou s SAC, New York - . ) ot

;. : susjscT:  BERTOLT EUGEN FRI‘BDERICH@#.ECH‘I‘, was; iy
- IRTERNAL SECURITY (R). «—w/

13

3 o Re NY letter dated 11/3/47 and Bureau teletype 11/13/47 re-
1 y queating subject be interviewed. :

It was learned from informants of this fice that BRECHT
: had not been observed at the apartment of RUTHYSTRIAU, 12l East
‘ 5Tth St., NYC, since about the time he testifie¢d besfore the House .
& -~ Commi ttee on Un~-American Activities on 10/30/47.

. on 11/19/147, representatives of the Experimental Theater,

" unit of the American Theater & Academy, 139 “Vest 4l th Street, ad-
vised Celebrlty Service, Inc., NYC, that BRECHT was in Switzerland
and would not be in NYC for the opening of "Galileo” 12/7/47 which
was sponsored by that organization. - Records of Immigration &
Naturalization Service, NYC, reflect that EUGFN -PRZCHT, undoubtedly
1dentical with the subject, left NYC on 10/31/L7\for Paris, France,
via Alr France Alirlines, plane #P-SBAZL. His age yxs incicated to
be 49 years old and had re-entry permit 14379913 A stop has been
placed with Customs at NYC to notify this office on subject's return
to the US and 1t 1s suggested Los Angeles place a national customs
stop 1f deemed advisable.

j'Ccmf cential Informant advised that on 11/3/47
sub)Ject 6f another investigation, conferred with -
concerning BRECHT'S play<Galileo™ and the latter
would 1ike to present it in his theater in Rome. They

made arranisments for RUTE BERLAU to meet CRANE at his office, 522
PLfth Avenue, NYC, on 11/13 to clscuss the play, and STERN remarked

e Lt ey e (7 T P

TR e v e ——

BERLAU had BRECHT'S power of attorney. BEERIAU was at STENN'S home
at the time.

The same informant advised that on 11/7/47 JOHN O. CRANZ
told MARTHA DODD STERN that RERLAU had brought him the manuscript
of "Galileo™ which he was interested in and he was sending it to .
Italye. CRARE indicated he would write "him“ (ERECHT) and arrange
. the contact in Italy for him apparently concerning preaentation of
the play. CRANE stated STERN had done a good job with ERNTAT as the
latter was very cooperative, and added he had t0ld BEZRLAD tg write to

his friend in Europe as soon &s she gets over there. Bmfgtagd
a—::;_ 3
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EBERLAU had contacted the 'opeﬁ city man® who wants to make a
movie of the play.

JOHN O. CRANE 1s Director of the Hational Council of
AMERICAN SOVIET FRIERDSHIP and organizer of the American Society

for Cultural Relations with Italy,

Local newspapers ropofted that "0alileo™ was presented
during week of 12/7/47 by the Experimental Theater at the
Maxine Elliott Theater starring CHARLES NLAUGHTON »

Thia case 1s being RUC!'D to Los Angeles.
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‘Tho axticle wmnt on-to stete “thet BRI would aroballr iiac h‘lr

!wkfw tho opening of the pl:whuttba t he was lezvine with hir vifo for o
 Swuitserland in Septasbsr, PRECIT was traveling witi kis Iirat Lrorless z&‘,_},
menship pepers to tho ¢ity ef 2urich, and froa thers he Innndel 1o 2a%wn
o aomrc vhich," tho mta:r "h..‘mﬁ ilu ha ntt wc:‘ 4:: fw*mn 1

= ‘lho mmﬂ.rxler of this article dealt um E?.‘.i‘.!:'f's backzrooA and o
- - carear mxi mnti.oned hil eollaboration ﬁt.h m...s ...3L. on ﬂ':a '
pl:y D:pedimt." :

3 Source A advisad that wl.y in Aucu’t BP..M nc:‘vcd a uum R
S from Berlin, Gemary, giving hin the address of ooa INDOT ho 13 belduved 42 -
- bo identic2) with §,°DUDCY, as sssociate of BRICHT and ZISLO: at the $ins tasy -
.. sroto'"Pic lassnxue,¥ a play allezed £0 bo Comouistic 4n nature, . Lam tciam
" o gram Tceived by tho suulect vas ligmd WORARLLT Wy ® haliavad ﬁo ”as o
' DIETERLE a well knom Watﬁzcr ol tae com..anﬁat P'*tr. B :

: r-ﬂlnx?.

R I WO PO v
A PO I oty
L

2

N

' “@ource A also ralated that J, CLAUS ‘pouLI;h, 3&? !bberr;. I-‘.' ,
Monica, California, addressed a ressage to ELIA"RLITE,, Pra::c Cocnter, ﬁcr'bn, 1
Gu-n.a:w, tcllinz her that aa.nr hundod toemeuhc pEy 3% WS i.nt-u‘ss‘-es ;
in a theater them

“The indices of t‘.av Tos l:g;c"'as ﬁ"ine aers chaskz) vith r- ~=tye pow
'u..l."'“"— relative to nm”'wm, althovsh 44 45 known that !n‘,) ud%-"u.-; '!"é-"'-.-s,'"- Sexts -

Bonica, s tho residence of DOVALD 0@, ST, the tustan of KLSL TLTB,
It is known too thal ELLA WITER = &n tlnrm:n' at tnc t:l.nf CM‘* -*-xt the
messace which was in thc httoz po.rt of Julye . ,

The ?bihdel;ﬂﬂn O:Iicc sirised by tclef.:'pc datad &n{;u:rt 3.-. 3-:"‘&7; .
that 2S:CHT had bsen $asusi Re~entyy Perrdt Nober 1437551 on lareh 13, 29L7, o @
.Bomwdedtomittuitzeﬁlmd,m Donasrk, Francs, ard Italy for the
off of eighteen wenths in o' r %9 nlgoﬁ.lh 2 theat: 3¢ uﬂ_?uh&ia.‘;ir-" '
‘houses, His aidress ab:1ox waa tu ts In exre 3 L.'q____._:.,s;:__; ,ﬂ: "‘ﬁ _squo"ra‘r.r

»15 » ;w‘id" rﬂmr m.

e Beferonced lotter to the Buresu requisiod the Mx:';tonr‘iel.. cf-
r;ﬁu o ascertain at the State De=partoent whether TRLL.L hod sprlicd for ap
"Iit Visa and the type of Passport on wich he was t.r:xvclm.,, The vashinctlon
‘FHeld Gffice roplied by lettor datod August 20, 15L7, and statod that the
Divigion, Departnent Of State, had no recard of any ppliceztion forr FhL
Yisa for BRCLT and further advilad thet no Exit Fermit hod boec reqziru. Io. :
.Mwttearland and othor foreign countries except Germyy and Ja'a..n ginee Sopteo= .

i % foreign

i " NN ::visc: on Octover k 19h7, thet BRG] hat bs-. e BT
York I.'or the past three weoks preparing to iam the Uufted Jtale» for £

i,y
-2_ ] . . . ':;;;-..z‘!g_"




- Bew York Cltye ¥New York telstype further stated that '

e 19;..%. ﬂ:roe occraions lm 10,2 and 1944,

" 'four ponth steys Mrs. Simc: inquired sboub DRIWIT amd I TIAU sielad h:\t e

wgmmm;ﬂqmmg uboyroduood_uam.__

turs. The Diforment slso related that HT hadl besn subpospasd Ry the -

Lommittes on wn=Amsrican Activities to sppear in Washin-ton in the Anw
t-r’lrtatnctobor, Iﬂﬂ, ﬁthm‘mmuls ‘

perted that BRECHT's play Gelileo, "“"ﬂ-, ARLES
?

MMMM !:hnllu-md-}.-d Inm‘! “‘lﬁlﬂ- mtm n*v‘_jg"thni

_—— e TR T WY W e WS wRwm g v e

‘ gaum BZRLAU had returnod from Califormia 4n sbout the z2ddle of Cetolor, 1947, .

~ and was agaln occupying her spartment at 12l Bast S7th Streoct, lew Yari: City. -
-:-s_nmmmm,mmuuwﬂmmnMam
"~ and spent most of his time in the spartment, It is moted that BLRLLY has previ~
. ously to tigation at : 88 the istross of

- Zhe Jew York letter went on to mmtmmmwrmm
'"“:Ilouu ‘Comnitteo on un-Amoricsn Activities that he was not a Dooaunist but o= <5
mitted that he had written revolutionary literature in Qe.mary because of anti-
Hitler feslings, *mmwtbhﬂwn&mhddﬂ:mm
.. . whom he had known wince the middle twentiss, 3¢ admitted bhaving an a2cquadnt- ..
" sneceship with GEMART KISIER and othor Commundsts. BRCHT's tostinong was set ©
forth st length in Octobar 31, 1947, 1some of the New Yok Ti3es, éveonding -
40 the Wew York Journal Amiriea Besupmcr BUSCET sbatod this GRXAID RIS
#ad visited hin $n 35k3, With resard to ihis stetoant U ELRED 5L Ls nolad
that investigation in fids coee “floctod that ﬂi’.:L".:i‘s hx: =t ..";;2:‘. _cm at

L o Gotolor 27, 1907, NI advised the S ok .:::;,.-' oo 3
i )] Sm"d.’ s suhjact J.n the LOCa5., bad comtactsd -t DT &b i), tﬁ:
BUAU t.old Lz .58 that she vz hnvi!:., Yor Tawari: soon S the

" 'wos in Westinston, D. Ce, but would rstwm to Now Yook City eu Cogbar 30, 10%7.

. Mrs, ST snd SUALAV Siscuswed the hearings bilore the ioure fuaniiizs on e
- Amsrican Activities snd LARTHA ST.MH :.nquirad how Faasy Dot &*:w‘. Z BT
eplicd thal it was awe diflicult for BRI than ot!m' -s.&m.:.s*s LW &
mm‘&m 23 WTO ha was m =) ﬁlm-s.—'lo =, pl_. $ 1 s
im.w wummram»wmr s 10LT, thisl o
tohaoociﬂ..aune. o
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BRECHT had lefs.New York City: bound for Paris, France, on October 32, 1947, °
via AIR TRAICE ATRLINKS and that a customs stop hod been placed by Eow Iu'k :
City for the subjeci's return. - e it

Source B on November 5, 1547, furn..shod the follsin: ir“omation
relative to the subject:

*The day bctorc nc’oerd.v tho Iriter BEMHOID‘BR.EDH appeared

P — e iy
before the Comittes on Un-imerican Activities I st2T8@ That he never

wrote commundstlc literature but wrote only against Hitler. In reality,
BRECOT has always acted and written as a propagandist of Comrmnism and
Sovietizn., In 1919 he wos editorialist of theVRote Fahne! [red Flag)
io Augsburge 4s a first reader of an well-knom German Publishing House
“ADrei Lasken Verlag) I have follow=T BRIC' & carreer from that time en,
BRFCAT was an unswering advocate of Soviet polIcy In Germany; h2 wrote
several outri comunistic plays; among them 'Die ilassnanoe?! ('The
andf'Die _bellige Johanna der Schlachthocfe!, 1932 ,X St. Joan

_, Py -1....-..!.]..._ &one Y nen
_BAVUENVAL = nuuul j. The .l.nuuur Py is J.U(..d..ac... in ..m:.:.\.t.l. uu..‘
EES EO

prove tho necessity of the downfall of capitalis: end

fru onterpriae. In 1932, the Democratic (Pre-mt.leri:m) govarmmerd of
Hesse (Darmstadt) forbade the perforarnce of 'St. Joan >f the sl:m ater-
houses' because aof its comrmmistic tendencye One of the shorter plays
of BRICHT (I forgot the ti ..le) is written in pralse of itie socici societies
in all countries which work for Soviet -« Russia, B:IUiSis dDRALLT was In
Moscow several times; he was co-editor of the RussIit Lrgazine' ‘Las Tiort!
(it appeared in loscow during the Hazi-Reg:l.na in Serman 'I&z:da;). I re~
merber distinctly to have read in one of ths issues a diatribs ol BRECHT

2 I to be in contact with friends of BRCIT amd .
therefore I know that he has not deviated a bit froa *he officis) Russian

al weeks ago he said something like that: h? 2nd his

like are now obliged to palm thomselves off 'as democrats', 43 far as I
know, BRECHT plans to travel to Europe very soon via Switzcrland and I
an convinced that he will try to move in the lastern Zonc of Gercany in
order to work for his communistic idcas, The above namad worlks of BRICHT

are tuilable in the l.i.bnw of concross. NO‘*odar vho ra=cs theo will

ﬂm mi’ﬁ mey ars Gmu.aw.c “DUI’ m.

On Novembar 20, 1947, a oopy of a document sent by RUTE S RLAG to
nm’émcm. s £ilm producer whose offices are locztod at 1513 llorth irs Palces
Averus, was furnd shed by a highly confidential scurces From the coxtaxt of this
document it was apparently true that GEIGER and BRICHT had been nezotlating

for nanths relative to the Galileo filn contract, BERIAU was extresaly wp oot
that the contract had not yet been signed because she stated that sie did not
have any money axd as a result was try.l.:e to sell her fu.mium, 'qr_?m,

- ne & me [ T AT ) ._..__ o Ao s

and swrything.® BIRIAD went an o0 say that Brulill vas un....n‘,

| N
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Paris, that hehad often told GEIGER how important 4t was for BERLAT to get
swxy and that GEIGER should have money ready for her. B.ILAU implored GIIGER
to send her the promisad £3,000,00 and stated that shc h-d raceived BR.LLil's
power of atiorney and could then sign the contract as soun as she rezeivad it,
This document is being retained in the £iles of the Los An_cles Olicee

' Inasmuch as the sublect of this investigation has 12ft the United
States and because has stated that she did not expect the suk ject
to return to this countr;; in that he had always criticized the Anerican way
of 1life and expressed his contempt lor 1%, this cass is being closed,

ClLOSD




BAC, 108 Angeles Japuary 31, 1948

Director, FBI
’ s L J L %
- FERTOLT? WOGEN FRIEDRICH BRECET, was. :
INTERRAL SECURIZY « %

" Your file 100-18112

1In accordance with your rocomendnt'ion, the Security Index Card

relative to the captioned individual has deen cancelled and you are
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file.

-300=190707
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Office K& cvndur - o

TEo Sanips GOVERNMENT

0 H Di.'r.ct»ﬂ.‘, !BI
anou : 8SAC, Los Angeles
7 sospcr. BERTODY EUGEN PRIEDRICH BRECET, was,

.+ INPERNAL SECURITY - R
Bureau File 100~290707

Rerep Sa “ Los Angeles, dated Jamary 8, 1918
2 thich subject's departure from the United States oot an extended period
of time was reportied,

™

DATE: Jamary 1), }9&8

a L ]

View of the above, 1t 1s gugrested that consideration be given to
g:.ci.ng subject's Security Index Card iz his case file, It is requested that
office be advised of any action tsken eo that the SpPpropriate steps may be
takan here, ¢ PR .
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RESIDENCE:

DESCRIPTION:

OCCUPATION:
PRINCIPAL CONTACTS

MAIL DRUP
ORGANIZATIONs

SURVEILLANC= NOTES:

A T
BERTOLT EU FRIEDRICH BRECHT, twith aliasdes,
Eugen Berthdld, Friedrich Brecht) Bet Brecit,
Berdate -\ .
Care’of Praesyn Films, Zurich, DWitzerland.! Departed
from U.S.A. October 30, 1947 for » Expects te returr
to U.S.A. in eighteen menths.
Age L8, born 2/10/98, Augsturg, Germany; 5' 8" or
S 9 ®; 130 lbs.; brown eyes, wears dark rimmed glasses;
dark brown hair, cut short and combed forward; medium
dark camplexion; scar on left cheek; spesks German, and
English with accent; social securit s mumber 571-2-8405;
wears caps; married to HELENE WEIGEL-BRECHT who is -
age 46, born 5/12/00, Austria; 5' 3°; 11k 1lbs.; brown
eyes; brown hair, combed straight back ard cut shart;
dark complexion; mennish looking; dresses very oddly '
at times, wearing ankle length sidrts and peasant costumes.
Post and playwright; works at home. -
Soviet Consular officials md Communist Party =
members and fellow travelers in the film industry.
None Inown
Probably Propa;anda Branch and VOKS,
Not surveilled.

(photo of BERTOLT and HELENE BRFCHT) ~ -
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3 O ce i~ .. 1% * UNITED Sl..._. __ovnnNuzNT
: &0 ! Director, F°1 DATE: Tebruary 7, 1948
% ¥ OM 3 g8ac, Mew York LR :
X ISUIJICI‘: e N . .
Sf A PERTOLT E"CTN mmw BIECHT, waE;
5 INTERMAL SECTRITY - Rj -3
; 5 / Reference is made to the report in this cese of ﬂq
M-  °  dated January 8, 1948, at Los Anreles, wherein it was reported that :

W a= stated she did not expect the sublect to return to this couatry. .

oz
T . Reference is also made to New York letter cated January 6, 1948,
B wherein it wes stated a customs stop had te.n placed at New York Sity. Im ?

% . wview of the above, the ILos Angeles office is requested to advise whether -

P s  the custom stop at New York City lhm.ld be continued. [, =
L& Te v ey
.1 k g s
o et ‘#
vf‘ . !f'a -

. cc: los Anze.es rﬂ : _ i _t

> RBED /(- i )

f Bz Tl 1-S%
d}’lﬁ | |
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3 7;: ( TO " : Director, I . ‘ DATE: Pebrwary 2i, 19],!
D ﬁ'gol ' .EI.G. Los Angeles .. . - -
: ‘ ,f $UDMJECTy": BERTOLY LUGEN PRIEDRICH BRECHT, was, - el
> ... DEPORTATION AXD DEMATURALIZATION CAS ST oL 3
/5 - 7 INTERMAL SECWRITY - € '
% 7 - (Bufile 100-190707) |
yi . . .

* Reference 1s made te 8AC letter No. 137 dated October 20, 1947. - -

l? =
o Subjeot BERT BRECAT first cams to the United States in 1935 for &
: peried of adbout six months, at which tims be returned to Germany. He
osuteresd the United States the second tims at San Padre, California, on July
.. 21, 1941, and was engaged prineipslly ia writing revolutiomary material im _
the German language. His assoolates and co-workers were argely Comxmnists,
Cosmunist Party line followers, and sponsors for Communist froat organisations.
Bs wont teo Italy in Ootober, 19,7, allegedly for the purpose of alding im the.
7. [ preduction of a ploture in whioh HAMIEISLER and ORSON WELLES are interested.
7. The ‘investigation fuils to show that BRECHYT is sotually a Comzunist Party
. - "member; but his writings, his couneetions, and his private life and oonduet -
.. are swsh as would warrant the refusal of his re-entry into the Thnited Statess '

. Y "_ [
- . f o A Nt
W S e MR TN S AR ST AR A
F |
2

e

- The Immigration and Maturelisation Service at Coluabus Avenus, Sew . " -=
. erk City, has informed tbhat Manifest No. 1-36-12312 reflects that BERMLE.
- IRECHY was admitted to the United States on Ootoder 15, 1935, having arrived : >
on the 5.5, AQUITMNIA from Southampten, England. He gave his age as 38, '
. - HRECHT was given two extensions, one from December 12, 1935 to Janwary 31,
T4 19l6s the seovnd from Junwary 31, 1936, to Pebruary 5, 1935, at whieh time -
- o departed on’ the 5.8. MAJESTIC at New York City te Southampton, England, ;

. o » " ' . . -
e . The Imigration and Jaturslisation Bervice at Philadelphia, Pomsyl-
%, | wania, en March 1, 19L5, sdvised that the records of that affice reweal that

.~ NUGEN MERTHOLD FRIEDRICH BRECHT entered the United States on Immigrant Vise
o .- (queta) Fe. 181 em April 15, 1941, isened at the -American Consulate at Helsinki,
."2: Pinland, Ee stated that he had 1ived {n Germany from 1933 to 1938; Denmark,
1’2 1938 %8 1939; Swedenm, 1938 te 1939; and Finland, up to April 18, 1939. Ne gawe
;- bis destimation as follows:s *To join WILLIADIBTERLE, 3351 North Xnoll Drive,
.‘"'*-'bllwtogh intends te stay in the United States as & permanent resident.” The

.." ¥ -~
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date of his entry at San Pedro, Californis, was July 21, 1941, BRECHT - -..
stated that he was last a oitizen of Germany, although "expatriated" by . -
that country. He alge stated that he was bora at Augsburg, Germany, '
February 10, 1098.1%530‘!‘!‘ was scoompanied by his wife, HELEN WEIGLERSCHT,
and & son, STEFAN,-18, and BARBARA, 12 years of age. He declared his
intention to becoms & sitizen of the United States on Deomber 8, 1941, at
Los Angeles, California. He registered as an alien enemy in Fedruary,
192, Registration No. 2Ll

The reocords of the Imigration and Naturalization Service, Los

Angeles, reveal that BRECHT filed a "Pormal Intention® to become an
Amerioan oitizen in 1941 but has done nothing further towards securing

" £inal oitisenship papers. Informants have advised that BRECET has intended
t0o return to Germany ever sinoe his arriwl in the United States, and, ia
194}, he went to San Pranoisoco for the purpose of consulting the Czech
Consul, one BENES, about securing & passport. Then advised that an exit
viss from the United States might not be granted, BRECHT and HANS EISLER
are alleged to have commented: "Nell, the border is near-by."

BRECHT*S COMMUNIST HISTORY

SR :ivised timt they knew My, and Mrs. ERECHT in Hnny, ere

they were Communists; that their politionl attitude at that time was
ovidenced in their activities, assoociates, and the writings of BRECHT.

stated
that he knew ERECET by reputation in Germany, where he was an assooiate of
persons with Commmist inolinations. Hs also stated that BRECHT worked om
the pioture “Hangaen aleo die," in the production of which be aoted as story
writer and techniocal edvisor on underground activity ia Burope.
also stated that subjeot’s knowledge of the underground was attajned through
personal experienoce, as subject was impriscned by the Nazis at one time,
and it is believed that he bhad been severely tresated by the Naszis,

L -

informed that BERT BRECHT #as in Los Angeles in the

_early part of 19 This inforsant desoribed BRECHT as & Communist Party

L ]
thizer, and stated that BRECHT was one of the group that formed the
Commuaist Modern Musie group under the direoction of Professor lu,_

mmaw :
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July 10, 193, informed that BERT BRECAT, FANS
EISLER, and FRIT G were working togethsr on a film entitled, "Uhoon-
quered.® BRECHT was the author of this story, LANG the director, end - s
BISLER the musio writer. The story was later changed to "Hangmen also
die." Informant has stated that this wes & war melodrama that was pro-
duoed by ARNO BURGER, directed by FRITZ 1ANG, and sdapted from the
origiml story mr BRECHT and FRITZ 1ANG. 7This fuformant described
produoer PRESSBURGER as & sympathizer with the Hollywood-Corammnist element
and stated that oritios aleimed this film to de Communist propagands.

Surveillance by Special Agent snd other Burean Agents
of the Los Angeles Office reveals that ' KHEIFETS, L1ON FEUCHTRANCER,
BERT BRECHT, and ERINRICH-MANYN are in frequent oontsot with esch other lnd

Ny %n-»

-7 with the "Free German Aotivity in the Los Angeles Area.”

A letter from the Bureau dated July 26, 19113. relative to the
subjeot reflects that BRECHT was placed cm the “General Watch Iist" in view.
of his aotivities in Dehalf of the Free Germany Novement.

qar the Associated Press, 6726 NMilner nm, Los
Angeles, ou August 1945, informed that he was aware, through his omm
sources, that EERT ERECHT is cousidered s Comuunist. (UENED-zrressed
the belisf that ERECHT would possibly depart from the United States and
would proceed to same oooupied country such as Italy, snd BRECHT would de
in oontast with mny old-time Communiszts who are aoting on behalf of the
Soviet Uniom.

@Y stated that the oounoil 1ssued & declaration of its pu-
poses. This declaratien was signed by the following persons n-uug
the les Angeles ares:

lion Peuchtwanger
Alexander Jranach
Oacar jowe
leocpoldJessner
Pritefortner
Pettenilorre
Neinrich i hnn

\Ouonthor
’.ﬂbum.rﬂl

———— - --.—-
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" A memorandum entitled, “German Communist Aotivities in the Westera
Bemisphere,” prepared by Specisl Agent ROBERT M. W. KBMPTER dated August 3, -
1913, relates that in 1935 a literary magazine ‘"Das Wort" (The word) was pube
lished, and it bore the sigmtures of BERT BRECHT, LION FEUCHTWANGER, and
______ YGREDL as the editors. 7This msgazine was published bty a group of - .
politioal refugees who fled Germany after the Reichstag fire on February 27,
1933, to Russis. This group of politioal refugees included many Communist
deputies and writers, some of whom were lesders in the Communist Party.

FEUCHIWANGER is & German refugee writer with Comnunist sympathies.
Es $» presently in los Angeles collaborating with BERT ERECHT and EANS EISLER
in the Free German Movement.

Concerning WILLI BREDL, available inforzstion aprearing iz the
Hamburg Pecple's Newspaper reflects that in 1923 BREDL participated in a
Communist revelt in Hamburg. After HITLER oame to power, BREDL was put inte
a concentration camp for a ysar or more. During the Spanish Civil Wr, .
BREDL was in the Intermatiomal Brigade. He is presentiy (Ootober 2, 19Ll)
& msnber of the Free German Ouxmittee in Moscow, and artioles prepared by
him appeared in "Freiesdeutschland” the offiocial organ of the Free German

Movement emmanating from Mexiece.

A telegram from the Washington Field Offioe dated August 18, 1947,
reflects that subject had been issued & re-entry permit on March 11, 1947,
to visit Switzerland, France, Oweden, Demmark, and Italy for 18 months for
the purpose of negotiations with theater owmers and publishing houses. His
address abroad was given as oare of Praesens fiims, Weinbergatr 15 Gurioh,
Switserland.

In a letter to the Bureau, it was reported tiat subject was pre-
pering to leave the United States in September, 19.7, for Switzerland and %o
go from to Germany.

AL T v
on October L, 1947, advised that ERECHT Mas been in
Bow York for the last three weeks, preparing to leavs the United States for
Switzeriand and Italy where the play, “The OGalileo” is going to be produced
as & motion pioture. This informant alse advised that BRECHT has been
intimately asscoisted with BANS BISLER in the writing and production aof
- plays, songs, and motion piotures both here, in the United States, and in

Germaxy prior to 1933. BRECHT has been reported as being in ocontact with

SO
5‘4—-&-," #_
i 2 o
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GREGORY KEEIFETY, former Soviet Vice Consul st San Frenoisco. It is kmown ™
that KERIFETZ has engaged i espionsge activities while in California,

(A

-

. "

vhioo g

The Los Angeles Times for Ootobsr 25, 1947, stated; "Comunist
invasion of Hollywood wus ocarried on largely by ELI JACOBSEN, a charter

mamhost ol bhae Aeeceswalods Bawbhe whas Paccedad thea sahaa?l nmow Lo as bha
APREEA VA WY VMRSLWMAD ¢ JWA Vg WY 4 WVHIMTY W SVIWVE HUW RiVRL BB v

'Pecple’s Bducational Center' and who has disappeared since quitting the
Party, CARLSON told the ocosmittes. JACOBSEN, who set up the institutiom,
was 'very agitated’ when he decided to get out of the Coumunist Party,
aocording to CARLSOE,."

"he FEC founder then revealed that he had been 'sent to Holly-
wood by ths Farty to oonduot olasses and educational propaganda among .
film folk, not the rank and file but the elite.'" N

r BRECHT testifled before the House Committee on Un-Ameriocan

- Affairs on Ootober 31, 1947, tat he was not & Commmnist - but admitted
that he had written revolutionary literature in Germany because of anti-
Hitler feelings. He also testified that be had oollaborated with HANS
EISLER, whoa hs had known since the middle 20's, and bad an acquaintance-
ship with GERHART BISLER and other Communists. Hs also, acoording to the
Journsl-dmsrioan Newspaper, stated that GREGORI EHEIFELS visited him in

l 1943,

A telegram from the Fow York City Offioce dated November 20, 1947,
reveals that BRECHT on that day was in Switzerland. His re-entry permit
No. A-1i37990 - left New York for Paris October 31, 1947, by air lines.
Stop bas been pleced in New York City re return, Suggestion was mde that
a stop notios oould be and would be placed if desired.

A confidential source, referred to as “Source B" in the report of
Special Agent subjeot file, dated January 8, 1948,
\ reveals that; "In reslity, BRECHT bas always acted and written as a propagan-
| 446t of Communism and Sovietism. 1In 1919, BRECHT was editorialist of the
"Rale Fahne' (Red Flag) im Augsburg.” - "I heve followed BRECET's carser from
that time. BRECHY was an unswerving advooate of Sovist polioy ia Germany.
He wrote several outright Communist plays; among them 'Die Massualme' (The
Measure) and 'Die Eeilige'Johanna Der Schlachthoefe,' 1932, (St. Joan of the
sloughter houses). The loocale of this play 1z in Ameriocs, snd BRECHT tried
to prove the nscesaity of the downfall of ocaptilism and free enterprise.
In 1932, the democratio goverrment of Eesse forbade the performance of thie
play becsuse of its Communist tendency. Ons of the short plays of ERECEY
is writtea in praise of the seoret societies in all eountries which week’
for Seviet Ruesia.* ¥ %

%
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This source reveals that ERECHT was in Moscow sometinmes; that he =
- was co-editor of the Russian magazine “Das Wort,” which sppeared in the ..
German language. Source states that he read in one of the jssues "A =~ - 7

diatribe of BRECHT against America.” 7This source also stated: "I kna
that he has not deviated a bit from the official Bussisn Party line. % . -
Source further stated that BRECHT was heard to say: "He and his like are
not obliged to pawn themselves off as 'democrats'.® This source also
predicted thaty "BRECHT plans to travel to Europe wery soon via Switzer-
land and I am convinced the he will try to move into the Eastern sons of

Germany in order to work for his Communistic ideas.”

-
J on August 21, 19LL, informed that a girl friend of
BERT BRECHJ recently arrived from New !ork and was staying with PETERLORRE

and KAREN{VENUE, whom LORRE will sarry as soon as his divoroce is fiml.

BRECHT 1s
presently married and living with his legal wife and two children at 1063
26th Street, Santa Momiocs, Califormia.

Tha ranort of 5"‘9‘.'.21 As-_b_g%g York C'fst'i.
rovu!a !E! BERLA!. whose married

dated May 23, 19LL, re RUTH BERLAT,

name was Mrs. ROBERT/LUND and whose pen name 1s MARIAXSTEN, was bora in
Dezmark on August 2, 1906, and came to the United States on July 27, 1941,
entering the United States at 8an Pedro, Califorania, and was employed from
October 29, 1942, to August 17, 1913, as assistant soript editor at £,600
per year by the O.,W.I., It should be noted that BERLAU oame to the United,
States on the same ship as BRECHT and his wife snd two ohildrez, and that
BRECHT was instrumental in securing a job with 0.W.I, for her.

ren as © apa

CHMANE, they of the spartment to
BERTOLT BRECHT, & writer from (Ghliformia. This report from Few York refers
to BRECHT as & widely known Comsunist, who is one of the leaders ol'th.
Pree German Movement in the United Shtu.
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SR - <2 31, 15L5, RUTY
U went to ork City where she bad retained an apartment with IDA

BACEMANN at 12/, Bast 57th Street for 2} years. On May 19, BRECHT went %o
Now York City and resided with RUTH BERIAU in her spartment until July 15,
1945, when he returned to Los Angeles,

In Deoembsr, 1945, BERLAU suffered a nervous breakdown and
satered the Long Island Bows, Amityville, Long Island, New York; & hompital
for mental patients. It is known that BRECHT peid at least a portion of
BERLAU*s bill at this institutioa.

There is & large internal security subject file on BRECHET in the
Los Angeles Office. At the present time, he is reported as being in Rome,
Italy, collaborating with ORSO¥ WELLES in the production of "Galileo® play
s & motion picture. It is also reported that HANS BISLER and his wife,

- who are being deported, are to join BRECHT in the near future. It appears

that some action may be taken ¢o prevent the return of BRECHT & ths Unitssd

States,




e
4 e

v, Ll
r-< N

- K vt el gyl
‘ .-_v?_;;’_""’r.: i :'

) ’5‘#“" .

Y

- ,.‘,J,‘| ‘.‘ v
iy s

/i’,z Director, FB1

" to ot luto Geruany, althouch ho wus tryin; at the tiro, Dx"ur.a..r, siatad
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IAG. m Anceles .. *
Y RAENS FISLAR, with allases

INTERCAL EECURLITY = R o
Bureau Flle 100=195220 |

On duuary b, 1549, ?ﬁusu durin; tho oo rsc =
intarview that MAKNS EISLTR and Biv7 BNRCHY are presestly in <> Suselan

_lutworlnnauvln;nmm:nnun tnter dur lirdon,

Informant had ne knowledge of the aouvttln of £ LT,

*" but eoncluded fron their mere preconce there “oatin: scaroe Sax in .-

kussian Sector that they must be there for sxe ;nrose of .« ur.. %
scthorities. Ull.orxlse, mcoordin: to fnfarsant, tke, sirpl;, It WL L
tore, Informut pointed out thui soveral nicaths 820 DBPLCal ooy it wiule.

tiat she was endeaverin: to obtain inforration to aciiviti:r of
21512 l.nd LY and will report it to this offioce if guccesui\.!.

Thie i3 merely for informmtien,

BJIViLLE

100-15124

co=Eureau file 1 O=150707 ¢
Yow Yark .
Wnshinstan Fleld s T
L A £ile 100=-15112
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ert‘.hrecht GPU Songbird, ‘:‘

Ve -

iked F Hollywood Fine |

Frem WALTER R. STOREY '~ :

MAY I GO BEYOND the necessary the lying and deecit of Comimunist
Jimitation of John Franklin Bardia's tactitcs in this play.

review of Bertolt Brechys “Parable for Je has his Controlchorus way: “Who

pldadetelietell fights for Communism must be uble to

the Theatre” (January 15) to show  fight and not 1o fight, to sy the truth

how Stalinist idcology has debased and not to say the truth, to render and

this .potentially great artist? My in- to deny service, to keep a promise and

forma based the section of to break a promise, to go into danger :
nuthu!?:chi:r’ "Sh‘;iun and German and to avold danger, o be known and %
§ Suih and UM o be unknown. Who fights for Com-
{ommunism” entitled “Bert Brecht, the munism has of all the virtues only ong: o
Minstrel of the GPU." that he fights for Communism.” -~
In “The Punitive Measure,” written Again, Brecht has his Controk:
ve years before the Moscow trials sing: - : Cx
Brecht anticipated its methods and -
rootivations. At this pluy's climax a “1::::‘ ut: ileness md::'o:.;:' com- .
soung Communist i killed when he Could pou chauge the world. for .
revolts sgainst the party line. Then twchat would you be two good? . P
the Four Agitators justify their ruth- Whao are you? . t. e
Jeszness: Sink into the mud, embrace the L]
“Porrible it iz, to Lill. bm:’hcp_bm chunge the world: it H il )
But u nl others but onrselnes we ueedy . R4
lul .u beeomc: necessary. " We necd no longer say, “Oh. that \1"}\‘:,’{;'-‘
it our- mine enemy had written a book!™ ey . 7
schwrnoc to l.:l nI H ONF HRe Brecht gives expression to Sulinist . )
bending will !o tl - tality more forcefully than his r ¥
can we base the ;ncm e.” (." togin the Eremlin. Let us recog- i " v’
Such & blind willingness to destroy Wy sigmh d nace 85 the v A
others and oneself at the behest of a negation of all es. Ironicglly /0% &
party hierarchy can desttroy the hu- 'enouthtlwonlrbutc Brecht efer

manistic volues of art, literature embraced was a Hollywood, which
scionde and mankind itself Brecht him well for hik scenario writing!

however, gives us another warning of | Philadeiphia, Pa.

- ———
—

T This Is a cli.ppm; frox

N fepnienes S Page
) = 17 A= mum,!./?
NOT RECOROEW 3
€5 MR .y ‘ Data "i'%

cnproﬁ at

P ety ax—




g o 7 e
“ Oﬂir:e Meriies wnidm « vnire” 1150 GOVERNMENT

70 s Director, FBI (100-190707) DATR: January 25, 1952

» |
Q‘m 1."SAC,. Wew York (100-67077)

* : S :\k

¢ - T mew . p A SR
sowsch BER?OLY EUGENW PRIEDRICECBRECHT (lec AL 7 57 2

. TN "b-

- INTERKAL SECURITY = R w
i -
*1 former Comintern representitive in
the United States during the years 1928 to 1938, was Spter-
: viewed in Paris, France by muring January
e ar 195 aqm sent ¢ United States by QENNED
a Comlintern representative who was head of the G ’r
" T Y . S8 t"

rikers International Relief, ?s dutiss in the Unit
States were tQ reorganize the W.1.R, branch in this country
and while doing so he also engaged inm other relief organizations

~  for the benefit of the Commnist Party, USA and also for the
. W.X.R. in Berlin, Germany, #&u expelled
- from the Communist Party of Germeny in 1939; therefore,

Jikewise severed his connection with the Communist
at that time. . :

Y
»

Par

AR T in relating the backgro of individuals
. whom he knew as Cormunists, advised that as &
playwright in the 1920's in Germany of remarkable talent, -
BRECHT was a member of the Communist ty of Germany, BHe,
s . together withPISCATOR and JORANNES s Were members of
;e the same cultural front and 4id much to raise the Communist
Al BN Party's preatige among writers and artists, BRECHT came to the
+  United States during the 1930's and proceeded to Hollywood,
v Cslifornias, He travelled in the ssme ocircles as OTTQKATZ
. and HANSHNEISLER on the west coast, Boaover,dﬁa not
know how long BRECHT stayed in Hollywood,

R T ?ltated he had an inkling ERECHT was also

. in Mexico and thought BRECET was now one of the leaders of

the Deutscher Kultur Bund which is organized on the cultural
frout by the S.2.D. il said that BRECHT was a member of
the Covmmunist Party of OGermany since the 1520t3, He thought
that BRECHT came to the United States mainly because he desired
to sell his manusoripts in Hollywood,

, et e R ,
SR ST FI LR R SR TR SN Ly DRI
Sl ' F

-

. H—us.d BRECHT was not a Communist Party }
. offleial, However, he is a good Party member and lives on his ;/
-, earnings as a playwright and writer, thought that he

ocame to the United States with the approval of the Party, Be

Loa Angeles (100-18112) . ek .
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, _r.o'ttu-?o octor - .. 't . | < }
was also of the opinion that he was told to help OTTO KATZ and‘h
the Communist Party forces in Hollywood, However, he was of
the opinion that during BRECHT's atsy in Americe he was =

. primarily lnterested in selling scoripts for motion pictures
- “snd unﬂl plq'l which were prothmd on Broadway.

o ' mrthor adviud that if the Communist Party
approves of a visit of one of its members to the United States,

such trip 1s undoubtodly for the benefit of the Party. He
further ltutod that a Communist Party member in a foreign

" country would have to report to the Cormunist Party, US.i when

he arrived in the United States so that his activities are

never outside the scope of the Communist Party, and econsequently,

4 AL he shonld step out 11no, ho could bo cxpelled from tho
i 'Pu'ty. -

' Information which furnished in a lengthy
atctmnt concerning individuals organizations is Dbe
disseminated to appropriate case files, Therefore, ths abovo
is set forth for the completion of the Bureau f{iles., A

perusal of this case file revealis that BERTOLT“BRECHT is not
: 1n the Un!.tod States but 1is prommbly in Germany,

I 4 CGHA'W Aercn- 7 cmﬁqo!(an 01‘5' %‘
| / wes IV ﬂ'fve-/ med s iwhnty
70 SOy ’h e e blr 3«-» rqzoﬂé/
-/b ho resili A» Jﬁe For/('r- Secr oFs

l er/io % 0 0'644*' 78 (C5S P - A
00/0 VE Ao: /4,7! s - A‘/r«,/ az




Uy i T

3. . 8AC, Los Angeles (100-12112) sugust 6, 1982
3 Q"_ Dirsotor, F3I (100-190707)- 77 : ’ }
3 %%‘mu XUGxN FRIEORICERnECHY f
= EREAL SECURITY - R . .- _
GLid - ot
: . Attached hersto for your information 1s a oopy of & ; ;j~
= mm 135 letter from the Springfield O dated 7=17-52, entitled t
¢ “Die Dreigroschenoper” { ras-Pearly Opera) alleging that a
;.;. .' : sotiocn piocture fila of this opera béén used in some inter~

national espionage situation maxy years ago.

= It 4» noted that subject xho is the author of the .
opera was the subjeot of the inveatigation in wiich your office
was office of origin. This lavestigatlom reflected that subject
M was a msabecr of the Comaunist Party in Germany and had continuud
(‘4‘\ hi.l cmm-t aet.lﬂ.tln in thc Unlr.od States.

D3 L The subject ud tho ore are also referred to in the
C g .7 memorandua prepared w*'ﬂ“““ "Counoil for
yoo : s Democratio Qermany,” whiich was prepared in 15944 and a oopy of

" : which was formarded to your offlice by Bulet dated 7-15-44.

SR TR T T RY
"\

! | Bufiles contain oaly one r;roi'oacc possitly fdentical

LT with ? sho is the source of the inforzs'lez

- ia attached letter. This reference reflects thet (D

e - : was the inforaant in a» unimown subject investigatioa in

e - which the Pitteburgh Office was office of origin and ia which

for T : shed a mmall notebook to the Bursau,mhich had boan
' - - found in one of ths sotion-pioture theaters, whish nmotebook

. mtumd s list of h.t.tlnhipl and other '!aul oraft,

w Unless the ﬂlu of your office contain inforaation
tnucatin; e reason to the coatrar;, i< Ls desired that you inver-
“view @ tor infornaticn only as to tho internct. aul es;ionage
situation whioh 1is referred to ia atiached lecter. 3

BT i
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; mndam o UNITEL: " TATES GOVERNMENT

+ DIRECTOR, FBI ' pats: July 17, 1952

! \':
A s
: @fmn 1, 848, SPRINGFIELD (65-0) | g_,/

SUBJECT: IZ DREIGROSCHENOPER . '
OTION PICTURE FILM ‘,,._.:“_.

Confidential Informant F on July 10, 1952, furnished
the following informat concerning a @otion picture

i production, the property of Warner Brothers Studios,
A entitled DIE DREIGROSCHENOPER, which film was borrowed

5 . from Warner Brothers by E -t.rr meaber of the University
K of Illinois in April, 1948,

e """"‘-’"V\WM" VIR P Sy Wy 3 F e
) hantdad - XL 4t Y-
b o et . P s L
-‘:"c'lt.x-’ Al i D} Ot ¥, . i
:

and shown at the University
. S April 6, 1948,
Z ~ATRIR -
Lo 7"-' T formant advised that on June 1
--ﬁ_ -

of Warner Erothers plctures, who was s2arch
or Information leading to the recovery of a lost film of
DIE DREIGROSCHENOPER, .

+

s . This film was borrowed from the Uarner Brothers Studio ;O

E by the 8peech Department, University of Illinois, in April, .

T 1948, and exhibited publlcly in the auditorium at the .E

e University. The agent nt in this )
Speech Department,

- .

During the winter of 1952, Warner Brothers Studio dis-

v covered that the fi in their possession and
| made inquiry of whether she had returned

<3 it, states that she returned this film

kS - on Apr s, 1948, via raillway express to
' *, Ritor, Director of Censorship, Warner Srothers, v
New York Clty. Intensive tracing of records in New Yorz
City falled to locate the film according to
therefore, he visited Urd in an attempt to trace tho
rfilm. . RECORD E* 13. v /. o ; .f‘.,. K "f
The informant ndvlned that the £ila of DIE DREIGROSCHENOPER

is an exceedingly rare and valuable property. Its negative
and thls one positive copy are owned by Warner Brothers

and in spite of 1numer.hle requests for it they "never®
loan 1t out. According tof the positive copy
bears certaln characteristicy ch make its loss a matter

* of mors than usual impo¥tancge.?®

LB ¥y
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. ' i »:/£ilm is report

P _ .. = a5 adaptation of an1l centary play ridicu%Rgg itnzc
L - \ of the world and vas n_about: 1925 by B

P , ~ & natlve German who has n%qu' n kpbwn for *unlstie
e E ' . s %‘-“:" .:1‘ ’ ' :

-
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DIRECTOR, FBI1 July 17. 1952'“.

leanings. The informant advised that
has indicated that BRECHT was the thirteenth smong tha top

Hollywood Communists investigated the House Unamerican
Activities Conmittee, has further
stated that while the play has no open Communist features

it does tend to be strongly socislistic and for this reason
the film has never been produced comxzercially either as &
stage play or as a movie in thies country, although it is
considered by the Qrama critics to be an outstanding work
of art. The flilm in question 1s the only known production
of this work and was made in Geramany soletime in 19340 end

1933.

. The informant advised that has expressed -
some doudbt ss to the validity to s statements
since originally stated in a long distance call from
Chicago to that Warner Brotherg vwas involved in some
litigation and could prove thelr point only by
tglped in this particular copy of this film.

reported that subsequently when P rersonally

interviewed him in Urbana concerning the film no mention was
made of a litigation referred to in the telephone conversation,

I,

21ce CON-

reportedly told hat the special character-
istics 1n this particular copy of the film were exira words

®dubbed in* to the sound traot, which taken separately Rean !
nothing but when considered as a group comprise some sort cf :
secret message. S inferred that this filo had been (
used In some sort of international espionage situation many ¢
years ago. He did not specify what the exact words were or

how Warner Brothers became aware of the changes, but stated
that becsuse of these changes it was compsny policy to "nevert®
loan that fila out,

The informant vho 1s generally familliar with subversive and
disloyal activities among student and faculty personnel at
the University of Illino vised that he knows of no such
activity by of the Speech Departsent,
The informant stated that the oircumstances surrounding the

~ showing of iiil film were that because of the art valué

. the 1 was desirous of securling a co
.- film for the festival of contemporary arts in 1l
hel& at the University, but inasmuch as she was unable

. seoure the copy in time for the featival a separate showing

of this film was arranged under the auspiceses of the Spesch
Departaent at the University,
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% - - - ' .. DIRECTOR, FBI July 17, 1952 ? sbell
’%:5 _ The above is being furnished for the information of the * %"
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Bureau, Unless advised to the contrary this office con-:
templatee no further investigation of this matter, =
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- qu- o - t iﬂ.'.
Form No. § R - ﬂ . = ﬁn
THis casg omemaTED AT [0S p:@m Fe. NP RILET
il - i :‘

- »ur

' J/ MPORY MAREAY ¢ © -er DATE Wl MENIOO FOR Wit MADE | AEPORT masE mY L

LR Y| 108 ancxias 9/i5/52 [8/18-20;9/10,12, . mik

i A 15,18/52 | Ay =

. ™ ~ : CHARACTEN OF casg AN
BERTOLT EUGEN PRIEDRICH BRECHT _ DITERRAL, SECORITT - R©

| -s¥norsisor FacTS: .adv.uq motics picturs film *DIE mnomscmom
: PIOpPerty oI wWarmer Brothers Studios; losned to Uni-

1 ' versity 8 in April, 1948 and apparent}
_ ® 1o of Warner Brothers, um:.gP
‘h\f"\t' A University of Illinois, that .

AR Aan animd bumabs bt b o+ .
qﬂ. =|ET SR s =T —— e RS W WA o

| &p

etV o secret n——uago. Mim all used in an espi -lﬁ
_Q*\:,‘\? situation many years ago. and film mg. b.ﬁ"i

| to Warner Brothers Studios, os. el M
3 \.¢ YA s

A ~\/ .

[ P LT S < § - - Ht y —

- P . L"Mlﬁéﬂ ' ) /ﬁ 3 .,p/

m3 7 ) )
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This smmea 4o vuaddnebad conaem dan@Poce Al & __2_o_a a A - =
Se=T Tewv av pivuaveveu Upvk AW VIEBVWLOO JUTOLIOBC D"-OI Known

reliability, who sdvised oo July 10, 1952, that & motion pleturs roduction
: the property of Wamer Brothers Stt’uﬂ.u,'ontithd "DIE n?émmscgmom,- ’
. which film was borrowsd from Warner Brothers by & staff meaber of the Unfiversity:
- of Illinods in April, 158, was shown st the University Aprid 6. 19)8.

= ——

'» s
of Yarner Brothers pictures, tho'nc ln;ch:l.q

Praw infrrmmetdon Vo — e e

SSNERNLR 4SSUGE VW wis TeCoVeIY of & lost film of "DIE DREIGROSCHENOPER.Y

. This film was borrowsd from the Warner Brothers Studi the Spsech
Departasat, University of Illinois, in April, 1548, and miut:dwpnmay

in the suditorium st the University. The asent af the Sneech Nemasbmant 4=
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Y e L J S :—
-7 Daring the winter of 1952, Warner Brothers Studios ﬁlﬁﬁ”‘ that
the fila was not 1in their possession and made inguiry of s
whether she had returned 1t. (NN states that ahe returned this -
film on April 8, 1948, via Ratlway Bxpress to
Editor, Director of Censorship, Warner Brothers, New York City. ve
Mrooom in New York City failed to locate the film according to
U therefore, he visited Urbana in an attempt to trace the film.

eer oy mwmtmnmmg;? D GROSCHENOPERY 1s
o0 sxceedingly rare and valusble property. Its nbga ve and this one positive
80py are owned by Warner Brothers and in spite of inumerable requests for it
they "never® loan it out. According to the positive copy bears
cartain charscteristics which make its 1loss a matter of more than usual
importance, This film is reportedly an adaptation of an 18th Century p
.'ﬁdicv.ungthomuorthourldandmtﬁtm;bggt-lszstymrfJL. DRECHT,
* & astive Cerman who has since been for his Commmistic lu&?.'"ﬁu b
informant advised that has indicated that BRECHT was the
.. thirtesnth among the sts investigated by the House Up-
£ ! .Ameriosn Activities Committee. has further stated that
. ﬁhiﬁﬁiﬁ‘mﬁowwﬂfutmtndouwwhumm
B soclalistic and for this reason the fila bes never been produced comaercislly
elther as & stage play or as a movie in this country, although it is considered
wtt::drnlcrluutobomm work of art. The filu in question
is a - S A= £

only known prodnction of tids work oud was == in Cormany Sonatims

F to the wlidity of lemants since

- s s long distance eall from Chicago to

[ “§':  was involved in sowe litigstiom snd oould prove t poiat o

T+ " contained in this particular copy of this film. repo

ently when QI Perscoally interviewsd in Urbana oconcerning

"iﬁ“‘ﬁﬁﬁimofliiiiﬂﬁmﬂfmtohmtdm

reportedly told t the special charucter-

’  1istics in this particular copy of the were axtra words “dubbed {in* to

the sound tyact, mﬁhr:oncmhhmnw-hnmucndu
aP _
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1A 100-18112

sdvised thet ha Jnows of no such activily by Y of e
Speech Departaent, The informant stated t.hat the circumstances surrounding - -
tholhodnlottm.ﬁhunthntbouuootthommuotth.m

was desirous of securing & copy of this film for the festiwal
of contemporary arts in 1948 held at the University, but inasauch as she
was unable to secure the copy in time for the festival a separate showing
otthhﬁhmmmxdm«rtmmimdthewechmpmtam
.'Uumity. .

e e e
...:._-_

!unor Brothars Studics,

» ornia, advised Special Agent
ttmornmthorshunoroeordctmuployubythomnot
.  He stated tiat the studio further has no information re-
g motion picture fils *DIE DREIGROSCHENOPER.* SEENEENNENNDY
lained that all information regarding the distribution of pictures and
of distribution personnel could be obtained from the Wamer Brothers

, Dinr:lbnting Gorpouu.m, ja West kith smot, Kew York, New York,

J r.., & Lo,

at Warner Brothérs Picture !zchmgt, 2025 South Yonnnt
Amu, Los Angeles, revealed that QNN is winown.

" The files of the los Angeles Office contain mo information
1dentifiadle with I
. ENCLOSURE: TO l:ll ‘!Dnt
S . Glrbonoopyaflotmf.mm:’ctorto&c, Ioaugoludn.td
S .lmcut 1952- -
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a neuud:ormuunmuotmlurmomuuama i
,' mmurtomm.u- dated August 6, 1952,

. This case is being placed in a pending inactive statuatutb
. Los Angeles Office pending receipt of mtomtion from New York that -
: boon loentod n.ud mhrd.ud.

L f. — e ST e -
¢ . . . 4 - . ‘

" iy .
¥ SV
. ?\.

& i " ¥EW YORE OFFICE

- f New York: Will make inquiry at ¥Warner Brothers
%3 h Street, regarding the present whereabouts
e o> s in:New.York he should be interviewed as
g : o.f enclosed Bureau letter. If is
% 2:%., Dot located in the New York Division an appropriate lud ohonld bs sent to
E th. ﬁ.m o.ttieo eonr.tu hil prount. mmbants

f .s;;l v L B2 . A #

g At Los Angeles, California: Will, when results of New York

o investigation are rec s &8cCO whether further investigation is

5 .., . warrented.

A o, ST ' : INFORMANT

- Spﬁ.ngﬁ..ld Confidential Informant @MPwho furnished informstion
L' * - %o Agents of the spungfuu Office co 7/10/52.

A% HEFEEDNCE:s Burean letter to Los Angeles dated August 6, 1952,
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BERTOLT EUGEN FHIEDRICH BRECHT INT=RNAL SI.".CURI

rz-n i

. . FEDEnAL BUREAU OF INVI".STI(:ATION
No YRR ““oct 161sp|  10/7,8/52 | mmmmm——
™S 1) CHARACTER OV CASE R _‘g

Confidentid Informant
advised on July 10, 19

by
of Warner Brothers pioturu, who was sea g

leading te the recovery of & lost film of "DIT DRUX

u
)
i
C’

This f£ilm, which is reportedly an adeptation of
an 18th century play ridiculipg the state of tne world, was
written about 1925 by BiRTOLTELERECHT,
Warner Brothers Studic by thé Speech Dopartnent, University of
Illinois, in April, 19l|.8.

S reportedly tolad
characteristice
vords "dubbed in®* to tho sound tract, which taken sepsrately
means nothing, but when oonsidered as a group comprise zome
sort of secret message, inferred that tnis film had
been used in somes sort of internstional espionaze situation
mANY Years ago. ..

A

SYNOFSIS OF FACTS m Warner Bros. Distributing
. Or'D., » advised s - /
\r\‘\ & b" regent address ‘-
. ‘b'l.edﬂ-’ 2
w."‘.-" i ,,y!' ( o 0 s .D. -.1
s Vigit Ty yT-LRUC - Bl
& Vet ” ' g2

y of known reliabilitg,
that on June 17, 195

aniAn~a il
ST LI. e

vas borrowad from the

mhnt the special
s particular ocopy i1lm were oxtra

¢

-

SENV by v rihe
Bureau (100-190707 Re
? Los Angeles (100-
S

m!ork = {10 gm
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Warner Brothers

;- L) Street, New York City, advised on October 7, 1932,
: that resent address 13—

T Nt eyl

R
o "“‘- " oy .
> - - B " “Enclosed for the auistmce of the San
. T Francisco Office is.a photostatic copy of Buresu letter
i .. ' to Los Angeles, 8/6/52, and a copy of revort of 3: -
- 9/16/52, Los Anpeles.
9 ENCLOSURTS - SAN :RANCISCO (2) ' |
e
e - hotostatic copy of Bureau lettcr to
et . Los A.ngeles, 8/6/;2. _

- - SR 1.copy of report of SA—

-~ 9/19/52, Los Angeles.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

o who furnished information t,o'-'.f RR
™ "Agents of the Springfield Office - '

. - SEriniﬁ.old Confidential Informant

on 7/10/52.

5%, 0, < . At San Anselmo, California . - . oo
. FLw®, * . n - e . a

etter.
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".';";: L _ . Will interview |
“9 - M ag instructed in the Jlas paragraph of enclcsea
Bureau letter to Los dinreles, §5/4/57,
Rerort of ot CHENEENENNNRY </./5.
. Los Angeles, T -
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FEDER | JREAU OF Il'u..;auGATION

PO, . 1
THIS CASE ORISINATED AT LS e FLE NO.
REFORT MADE AY um- ‘_m-:u-uunm AZPFORT MADE BY e
- Y o LT T ¥ " 5 r AR 1 FART K
Ceav pRLTTe Y™ NdV14 1952 17/1:,23;1.76712 —_ jh
b CHARACTER OF CABE - e
FURTILT 7.7 TRITNY, G YWl I'7TRL 27 ANY -
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

— stetas he inows of ne intermational
or com:stins ssdyiomare angle cennented with the

film "~ Trei~rosciaano-e~." ‘s s:irt-tine irvactie
17 aotelr -~ trentla shootat" fer ¥rrmar rethas,
]

2
,J" W, il- in Chiesge on lasinnse, ctar reguostas
q(.‘ te o Lo "rYana, T1l., and atte-mt te lcestz Tl
\'\ wiiien, ar) teen loan~” to tin Thivsesit- of TL.’:nc‘.=
t‘q L o in 1M, Turoush intorviews il
oo ¥
3 R T oUT e ©F TA0OIAT CF mi. m dpathaw, _
Vv \“&\/ dotareingd fiim wad Deem rotumas h- Lo CF e
ot usv it te Uernor Rrethies Tiln Txelizac s dn S
e Thde=ro i foril, 17208, who ke citiose” "iinm te T
s Nramer Yreinars, Los Inroles, whers $il- in ;) ooEe TR,
antiv im=~natadl, LR pevep zacv oracrinT el N ’
fil=. . vt
Py e
®e .-"""3, Y A
. RS " vy 7 ‘)‘-"
TETATLS: W t
rezeis: W ‘

s irtorviosor v ;U
sr.d the reverting a-ont 2t (N s residencs, (NN

w28 askar tc furnisi infermation in ais wzwﬂs' {op l

relative to the ciicgation thot the Wermar “rotiers il entitlel ™ie /7 - '
APPROVED AND ) 5 N, -~ —— s ok
FORWARDEDN CHARGE
m 4 7 S70 7= 77 VD -
7—

QOPIES D ' | ISR _ ' Y
e ey oz, ) N0V 18 195% e - 7
3105 OLRS (17181120 (kez.) 2 _ < r—

1-SOKIG¥ILLD (Info.) (Reg.) E
PSa¥ MECISX (1-20632) 5
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PROPERTY OF FBI—This confidential report and its contents are loaned % y you by the FBI ‘P‘-’"‘ not to b:
- distributed outside of agency to which loaned. v
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“'roitrosthononaert was connactayd wita or hed some us2 ir the “u-tr.erarce of
2n int~ n-tionsl us ions e g, o o
f* Y
-y

/ Fﬂ.xnlaineﬂ that no infornstion of o kind u*loh
would inicate tint tau2 a-ovsencationc? film hes or iz an~ cornect

with an intarn-tional esionsge riny ever cane to tis ait-ition. He thrt.uer
ex->lrine-i that he nad navar witnessed e siovin< of the irstart f3lm md
furtier stated thot if any idess dovalopes 4o inMente 2:is £il~ had gy
connaction with an intamational esnicnage rins, it was sirictly taroesh
risconception and imacinastion. P :x:1zin2 Liis ~onusction with
toe inst-at fil= 25 Jollowre:

'1 formed thot bhe is 2 aert-ti-e irvastirator ond
"trou e shootar" lonAN-mmar -mu“m, to-t h: does nmeasideradly traveiing.
Lz stated that in ‘u b...:t of i752 he was in Cinleszo, Ildfweiz, o “Yusiness
-for Warn~r rothars, Wiile in G i.-.a' --'v-aiv »} - zomsuniration
fro~ SR : v cn: official o) oruor Tiethers. Tats communi-
eation, accoring to [P, 2<visos that Wartor 2mihors war interestod
ia recevaring the filp=d®ic "reigroscharcpor,” winen filia, moavline to
the records of Warner “rothers, had been missine sir 22 19ul.  In the letiter
eror (D - :corling to-, S :t:t>- to:x the £i11 had
bezn loannd to the Univarsity of Illiroic 't Urheua, lilincis, e ¢ ghowing
during tha first »art of ‘pril, 19'8, =i th.t thc records of Warnor Y:others
contain nc informztion to tha effcct tiat tnc fiim Lad evor Yean roesivad
Yr their '2w Tori: office from wiera it wac orisinaliy s:l N2l
continund Yy stating tast uoon tie roccint of t32 eam—uniestion L: wort to
li=~ara, Tliinois, wizrz a: int-:rviesscd— wnesning ¢he
whereawuts of inctant film. s stoted tist Juriny ais int-mriw with
ke resalls that gomo orateesnt acs msd: to tho 2Affact
t: pocsi iy otacr nersons would liks to got hol” of thi.l {iim, zac¢ =5 @
result tiis could have 127 to its not “wing lonats? at tiat tiws.
stat2? that ho ha' no if3a of what safrrrad Mt st 2
that ha vas only intorssied in getting the Jatails as tn wisd oredd have
, happen=d to thz filn and, th-;smrore, ¥ont clons witn
N ! ooreel witlh Liin in many ol tha steitomants wiiecn
ﬁfurtlmr stats’® that he leernes thst tha recorcs of
niéicater toat the £ilm had Y2en shipped bant to Wsrters
the transsction n~34 >3.n handled v
in the Speoch Nazsritmmt, E R AP .
sarticul-r tine, ‘u-est, 172, = 10-*"t < ._o-t..u xre in '1smr.sin.
Z3 ohtainyd the tclmhone nom.ar o° ‘nd tolzphonicaily
corrunicatz with har in son2 town in sisconsin, ti» nome of wmich he no
ionZar remamoars. @ stato’ that as a risult of his corviorsation with
, o was sbla to momtion nenes of some of ths officorh andt
the location of soma of the film exchangzs of Vamor “rotiors, and thefj-as
a rogult ho gather:d from his convorsation with that thabded

=

made.
vl dhaVeofaty

Arethers “Wet that

st &1 Lhav

of retaming the instant film to lew “ork from xhar: i w7s o 7
thet possitly she had sent it to thc Werner 2rothars Filn Exchange n *
Chicege, Illinois, stated thst h: imecdiately contactad Iemer
Srothers Bxchzaes in Caicago, who scvised that they had raeaived the fnstsnt
film awout #nril 8, 1A, and that thar Lad shty:oé inst-nt £il= to their

Los ‘ngelas Offica. statod thzt ho further checked wed dotarmine”

=i &b _ A @ AF__ _ AR 8 _ _a A amaw as I a CE_ ot . dne TN __

at that tive, iAugust, .w:c, unar- the instant fiia wes thun m url-m
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R 7sult of W=wmar rethars in ios Anglos. S s 351z to furnish
% "3 th2 shov: iafcmistion =8 2 rosult of sonc nizeas of corr~rxnimes and 3
o o not3g wilie, 2 27” t-hm rol-tive to ais invosti-silon ~encrming, this =
¥ 3 £iln. Darthar statsr that to tha haet of Lis rizoli>~tion tha
f.: r2780R :z;hoe rolinrs was intorastud in loe~ting the fiinm s HMeovuse. 1
3 - w29 raaded for certrin liv=21 litiestion. :
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* conr of tiis recuort is Laint s2nt to Surinstficld fov
infarmrlion H»umess sinzs rofscnend rayort retlorts th-t » Soe-inzfiadd
info=1nt sty lio?d info-n~tion which initizt-¢ tha instznt -criiorn of tixls
invastication.,
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0 ﬁw ‘_.63 _' d”m o umm{) uOVEB;NMENT

jg-‘ | DIRECTOR, FII (100-190707) parz: 11/24/52
\; Wm.. . SAC, 108 ANGELES (100-18112) | . ;
,35 3 " INTERNAL SECURITY - R ) ;

:
N dentes be told
i the film, "Die
e denies ever having vitnessed a shoving of the f:l.h it 1s felt that no
* further investigation in this matter is varranted,
B -y
k) . - ,/
2 L
- I
RKE :ans
Reg. ,
o~
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SOMMOmCA
| MAR 1956
./ . TELEFYPE | et
, - wer - My, Meats
: SH ¢ FROM NEV YORK 20 4-13 PN }/ T Rowm—
¥, : Helloman ..

;F. Toe

X 4 OIRECTOR URGINT : | Mies Gendy—
= 8 ‘a--. : a
3 ‘__ _ ' -. | = >
S ° BERTOLT EUGEN nrtnntcu?nscnr, ISR, BUFILE ONE KUNDRED DASH ONE

#5) an auav-uj FNATORALILRAT o) BRI 2 &

* WINE ZERO SEVEN ZERO SEVEN, INS, NYC, ADVISED ON MARCH NINETEEN LAST
* THAT ACCORDING TO RECENT COLUMN BY VALTER WINCHELL SUBJECT IS TO APPEAR
. -NT THE OPEN STAGE THEATRE, NYG, ON MARCH TWO ONE NEXT TO REVIEW NIS

s arg

‘,_'H;ISON VITH INS RE SUBJECTS 'HEREABOUTS.,

< :
s kES ADYISED To QupTatAny 8Y M,_,,,,r/  xe :, / - :

10S ANGELES ADVISED | m 17 MAR 23 1956 -

231 Jsl.!n__“’.'.';"‘_] mﬂt\"‘"" —— _;_:/,)ur'
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R, ‘ \ ) :rlﬂdﬂm___:

. , T 7 'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG.. 108 0/( M. :;’if.,",’,_:'.’ —

s I Me. 3taom i

g UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICK S M-

"4 : . Me 1o -y ___ 1}
..--..._..__-’/ ’ . MUe, Lomen______

-l - // Mr, T'!“n(ﬂ_...___ H

. My, Nease i

‘{.y' . ",1 o .'

L]
i

L) - . - =
& . - aw

| : AIRTEL ¢ — .
Transeit the following XIOBLX)e message fo: S

i
| » 1OS ANGELES 3/20/56 foii
.// DIRECTOR, FBI (100-190707) '

I ..q;t._‘"ww‘m‘lf ——
Ll
"'.‘-n""’r .

:'. ‘ /.
3 BERTOLT EUGEN FRIEDRICH BRECHT

s Re NY tel 3/20/56.

(R LIA TS L e ey

2§ LA has no objection to INS interview of subject.
s IA should be furnished results of interview.
o 4
- MALONE
K -
(3°- Bureau (AIR-WAIL) (REQISTERED)

2 - New York (100-67 AIR MAIL) (REGISTERED
l - Los Angclgl (1009;.{;]).12(') ) ( )

[ ?ga); :nak

Mr. Belmont

w
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L - e
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- . .
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Ap(h.‘-"...k,'fg"r!ﬁ"ﬁ'“a‘-ﬂwf"%w orphig e \‘l" i Bve e
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Oﬂice Me ﬁ”%-- UNITED s@"zs GOVERNMENT

’
70 : A Ao Bclnon%

(aate Rlingd

Db e

DATR <arch 21, 1§55

l‘-l'

o

.1

moM : W. A. érl,@an R L e _

. sumsct: | BERTOLT EWGEN FRIEDRIGH BRECHT L
INTERAAL SECURITY = R = GERLANY e

'-4.'
Cktoad el

LA SN

New York teletype 3-20-56 advises of information | Sisservend
received from INS that according to a recent column by Walter
Ninchell subject is to appear at the Open Stage Theater on

ﬁaiﬁ;:,:..d:{,kmm
.‘ y " ’ -

4~ 3-21-556 to review his play "Private Life of the iMzster Face.” 7 Ae
Ry INS has no information that subject is In the United States butl dfEireg
'3 5. ws | to Interview him if he arpears at the theater. Ihe Sureau has né’ <~

A odjection Iy INS intervieus subject,and the iew York Office is& jollowirn,
¥ this matter with IJS.

%5

T

Subject was born {n Germany on 2-10-$58. He jirst came to
the United States in 1935 for a period of about & mcrihs, apter uwhich
he returned to Germany. He entered the United States the gecond time
] on 7=21-41. He became gssociated with the German kefugee Group in
b Los Angeles, Caltfornia, most of whom had some connection with the
motion film industry. During the time he resided in the United States,
he was contacted by Soviet officiale one of whom was Grezori Kheifets.
Sudject testifled before Lhe House Committee orn Un-Arerican Acttuitu;
in  October, 1947, 8tating he was not a Communist but had wriiten __ J°f
s revolutionary literature because of his anti-Hitler beliefs. He
O acknowledged corntact with Gregori Khelfets and collakoration with
. Gerhart Eisler and other Communists. Subject departed from .ew Yorx
oo on 10-31-47 and was issued a re-entry permit by INS. Ilhere is no
information subject has returned to the United States since that time.
Subject has been reported to be residing in the Soviet Zone of Germary.

LR ¥

There is no doubt subject was a Soukt and Conmunist

! propagandist and assoclated with Communist Pariy rerbers ard engaged
< in Communist Party activities both in the United States and Luroge.
3 He was effective in this work because of his estalllshed reputation as
'y an author. I1If subject has, iIn Jact, returned to tne United States, ke
4 is of sysricient importance in international Cortrunism that ithe Burecu
, should bde aware of all of his activities and his contacts.
E- -
g 100-190707 RECORDED-38 ’ -
3 Ticklers - iMr. Belmont o . o
< AMr. Branigan _ go e om , e
- Mr. Dunn - o r);ig
1 L i" - ’ _.l‘.')‘ ’J:::a,
S JEDrstw _ - S -
(4) - _‘1"’4?5' T 2
T K2 rrimn, - 1
‘. 51 [3/5 7 ’uf_’f,

: E-s i g--—_- v -

.. .
Ad)"“" P i e aatE
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o .
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3 G @ A&

t.  Jemorandum for . Belmont - S -

*  RECOMENDATION e
i ¢ : e

3 , It i8 recommended that the /iew York Office bde tele.ahoﬁiécllg
- advigsed to maintain contact with INS to determine iy subject has

13 returned to the United States. If he has returned, the .Jew iork

3 A Ofrice should conduct surveillance of subject to determine all of
cug his activities and his contacts. New York Office should also furnish
L 0 the Bureau results of the INS Interview with the subject.
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. s oy ™ i
; - ‘ . - i %0 Telam
: . —. JERAL BURBAU OF INVESTI:_ -

UNITED ETATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AIRTEL NEW YORK, N Y
s . °) n/ABCH 23, 1
- —-ee / : - .“- - E-‘
tnmit the following Teletype nouuo to: BUREA SRREE 3

' BERTOLT EUGEN FRIEDRICH BRECHT, ISR
Re NYtel 3/22/56. | :

In a review by Brooks Atkinson, "New York Times" 2 A T
1/31/56, stated in part, "In a series of eleven scenes /%7 ¢
" "The Private Life of the Master Race' traces the rise of ¢~ %,
. Hitlerism in terms of representative German people, the middle

and lower-classes, the scholars, the Jews, the tradespeople, a
Christian preacher and, rinally, some Hamburg workers who mean to

..y‘,gﬂc;vﬂ th: 166“15 vf bgmﬂn‘*},

The review also reflected that the scenes depicted a
brutally contemptuous storm trooper, & disingenuous enemy of the.
. regime, a girl shocked by Nazl arrogance, & honey-volced propa-
gandist and a Jewish wife who recognizes some terrible realities.

INS Inspectors and Fstated the play
showed hatred and contempt for the Nazis,

Eric Russel Bentley, who translated above play,
acecording to 1952-1953 "Who's Who," was born in England,

September 14, 1916, obta h. Yale University and
married Maja Tschernjakow w Bentley
_described as a free lance writer and Eurcpean correspondent of
 Theatre Arts 1948-1949.

NYO will further identify Bentley and report in captioned

@ Bureau (100-190707&(314} nw'wf" °4
Los Angeles (100-18112){AMR

1 - New !ork (1 7077)

L "__"

T \'1.'




~ ¢c = leinnnt ,
6;' @ Branigan6 @

Dunn -

- Narch 23, 1956
SAC, Fashington Field (BCS)

BERTOLT EUGEN FRIEDRICF,BEREC, (orig. < 1)
INTERNAL .SECURITY - R = QSRMANY

Tt

z

,‘. rs e

i

A

Subjfect waa bora on 2-10-98 in Qerrany aad firat "
cane to the United Sictes in 1935 for o period of stz ~ - -
months, after whioch he returned to Lurope. He enrtered #he
United Stctes the second time on 7-21-41. He was a well=
knowvn German author aad becoane sssociated with the Cermam
refugee group in Los Juzclea, caltforaic, most of whom

Aad some connection with $he motion-picture industiry.
Subject deparied from the United States on 10~31-47 ofier
Ae testifted Defore the House Comnitiee on Im-Amerfcon
Activities adaitting contacts wiih Soviet officicls cnd with
Gerhkart Fisler and o'her communisis. Information hcs been
recetived that subject would appear in connectisn wiil the
procductiton of Ais play, "Private Life of the Koster Ecee,"”
tn New Iork City, on 3~81-56, BSudject 418 not appear at
that tine., Check Tisa Seotton records, Departaent of State,
to deternine 1S sudject Bas applied for and Deen grecated

@ visa to travel to Untted States. Suairtel,

RoCvER

NOTE: A cover memo from Braniga: to Jelmont 1°28 prepared
by JED:nlh on 3=-23=-56 in conneciicn Litk ‘his

outgoing nail, _
A
L
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. !!nmt‘:mm;mmm\ ' a,(ie‘ :; B, P
conNmCATONS seciion e, W

Met,

HA My, Poiowhs

Mr, Toraum .

.- TELETXPE Nr- Newa

s : Mz, Wintexiowd

ﬂSl/HJ! WASN FLD s FReM NEW YeRx 22 M - 2=18 MUde Rk

. Mz, Hollumsn

RECTOR AND SAC URCENT Mins Gandy

vl

ﬁRTOLT EUCEN FIIEIHCVRECHT I = R, BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH .NE

ZERO SEVENW ZEIO SEVEN L8S ANGELES 00, RENYTEL MAR, TWENTY I.AST

W Kl LMNC &

3B~  NeT eBSERVED BY FISUR AT OPEN STACE THEATRE, FIFTEEN SECOND AVENUE,

IMENGARYITA Y WATLSALIZATI 08 ShEy, ._g

AN HAR, TWo ONE LasT, INs INsPEcTers GHENNEENNEER A\ (NN

ATTENDED THE *BY INVITATION ONLY® PRESENTATION OF SUBJ-S PLAY *THE
PRIVATE LIFE OF THE MASTER RAC!.'. THEY‘ ADVISED FOLLOWING, SUBJ NOT
. GBSERVER BY TKEM, PLAY VWAS PIESFNTEI IN LOFT BUILDING WITH AUBIENCE (

APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY FIVE PERSONS, AUDIENCE DURING INTERMISSICN BEM
j 2] umrn STATING WALTER WINCNE]

{OR LL INDICATER IN RE

WULD BE THERE, ONE PERSON STATED *VE EXPECTED T® SEL KORPES OF F3I
| N HERE,» ERIC BENTLEY WHO WROTE ENGLISH VERSION OF PLAY TOLD AURIEN
"THAT SUBJVAS NeT THERE ADVISING HE LAST SAV SUBJ IN NINETEEN FIFTY
’nmcu, GERMANY, UNIDINTIFIED PERSON EXCLAIMED *WE CERTAINLY FOOLED
YBI THIS TIME® WHICH VAS GREETED WITH LAUGNTER FROM AUPIENCE, INS
| STILL HAS NO POSITIVE INFO THAT SUBJ IS IN COUNTRY, BUREAU MAY DESIRE
o . O CHECK VISA SECTION, U.§, DEPT OF STATE, FOR INF® WHICK VoULD IN-
DICATE IF SUBJ ATTENPTED To ENTER U.,S, RUC, _/__ - /G0 . 4 -

- agng
v men B rose A e

- = —-M o B *’ “ ' _ )
R LTt L RECURDED - 83
B AN P

LAS ANCELES ADVISED
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Oﬁice Memorundum e UNITED STATES Govzmunm'

™ s 4. H. Rel=ont M/-\ DATE: “crch 25, 13&8
- - - R

f
|

oK ' ), J:. 3ranigfv _ Puows -
. e - . o _—
-2 T < T B
' / SOBJECT: BERTOL ! EUCEZY FRIEDRIC! N.ECET L eeed .
' INTRRYLL SECHTITY = B = R IVAYT : :_..:.__‘

New York “eletyve 3-20-56 advised o, 1nfor1;:ion rcceived
Jrom INS thai, according to a recent column by - al er 1nchc11, aub;ﬂct
was to aovear at the open Stage Theater on 3-Zi-56 in conneciiom wivh
; the production of his DI:JH"*riua*e Lij- of 'he 'ac-.er Tcce.” INS
had no informa icn subject is in the Crnited “%rie¢x anc desir.- & tp inter-
view him if hc oppearec. The 2ureau in-erposc: nr oh-cctici 0 L2
in!erviewn and the New York Office wes ingirvrc ;i %o g.ndic. curpitiliong
of subject if he is in the United States to dcternine is ccuv.2i
and c¢ontacts.

3

Subject wes dorn in Gernenu on 2=-10-38. KNe [firs’ ccne to
the Imited St.tes in 1935 for a veriod of chout £ix mon 22, ¢ tsr wlick
he returned to Europe. He entered *the lnited Stziec a_bt“ on LTRSS I
He becane associated with the german refugee corsun i loc L ._c-,
most of whon hed 3one connection w'ith the melionaiglure ;ug_,:rJ,
Duriag the *ire he resided in iiie I'mitec Stctos ke we. convine:lC by
Soviet o/ ficials and ossociatcd with knoxas coirwnistc cid oc L unist
sy pathtzers.jusubject testified before “he Lousc Coriiiee ..

f Un-Afierican "Activities in Ocioher, 19<47, siating ‘hac he wae 2t ¢
comnunist but acknowledging contac*s with Tovicl officicls, Gerhar

I Eisler a1d other communists. Subject deparied from jJew YorXx on

| 10-31-47. JIn 1949 he was reporied to be resicirnc in “he Sovicl _one

! ¥
f:_f German, | “'M‘Eﬁiﬂﬂ /‘0 - pe

few York teletyoe 3=-28-56 aduised Thct I3 insveciur ctieaded
@ "by invitaeiion only" oresen-ation of subjecils rn¥cli, Yoriveie Iife
of “he Master Scce.”" Subject was not ohscrvdd by ihern., They rensr .ed
hearing remarks such as, ".e exnected o see hordes o IBI -2 kore,”
and "¥e ceriainly fooled the FpI thia tine."~ 'Jh;vical survetllancs by
Burcau Agents to observe subject was negative. zZric Jentley, who
wrote EInglish version of sudbject’s play, told cudience thct sudjre
was not there and he las* 3aw subject in 1950 ia lunich, Ger 38y fe

New York Office mas inziruc:ed telephonically on 3=2Z=-IF <o ..n.. oL’

what subiect’s nlay 18 agbout gnd identi Pu Tt a lBant Tors
o ¥ Ll LA A L B POV | -w....nv.y’. ‘:1‘-

: auﬁle: reflec: Eric Ruuc.lIL'entleJ »roducce :}e s—z
of subjectls In 1949 in N:w York Pily. Peatle; was dorn S-14=
England ond hos deen enployed in the nited States at BRlaci .‘ountolg
“College, Blaek 'ountain, Morith Carolina, and the Oniversi’+ of ‘1inReso.c,
Hinneapozg linnesota. He has been associated witk :one inzivicrcis
Wh%tw 1“}990 Ra*PP comnuniste and whio were encaged ia censunisd
ac II ) l.-v .
mclqaur Cin 2= =5 b
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Nemorandum for :T., Belmont . "° ® .- .-'-, 3

ACTTI . g S

The ew Tork Office will be followe: fer injor-.¢c icn ..
reques‘e: concerning subject's plcy and gric Seatley. v ached for
annroval is an airtel to Fashington rield reques-ing tict Fisc fec”ian
records of Devartnen® of State be checkcd to deieraine if sulject :
apnlied for a visa. :

" ~1o
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3 HBEH-I-om' EUGEN rmrnnzcn %cm, was

t..u., IS-R & GERMARY . - . R
SR fogiea e .
‘ VNBaBmlrtol dnted 3/23/56 e 27 '
‘”f‘%i‘w g !
s Dy PISHN ' or Security, Dopartment
NI Gr" State, “advised SA on 3/29/56, that search
‘%;f'f Phad ‘been ‘made ©f files o ice, Department of State

.2 “(which covers period 7/1/!;.5 to present), but no record of subject
" ;r:-.‘ roould be located, As Bureau 1s sware American Consuls abroad

r 3] bave authority to issue visas and in msjority of cases do not have
P ," %.ho clear with -Visa Office in Washington before issuance of visas
i nd 40 notuond ‘coples ofivisa. forms, etc, to Dept. of State. -

',w To be" cartain. therefore, thst subject was or wes not 1uued .

oF. - PeS. visa," 1t would be nec #88aYY. to.check’with aprropriate.

“{American Cgnsulate: n‘bmd .covéring place where subject may h.ave N

nprbl:led for;such viss. ' If most recent residence abroad of snbjoct

‘not mown, ‘suggest Bureau may desire to have check mede at any
! Consulates covering subject's address for pest 5 yrs. or so zince

- t 18 believed Consulste issuing new visa to

subject would probebly
ke tpprq,prilto'chock ‘Wwith other Cgnsulates covering previous
~residenicea tﬂf"ﬂbj.ct abroad and 1uuing Consuhte might thun N
-..b.g‘gm. imom.' ‘RUC, ¥ - i-e0 -

t““?
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! ] orea asrfice of Origin Date n onuauvo Feor
T yoan | "ot ‘awniLne s/ | 1% sg-’-w-t)l?al"'
: & W > Repert nade ¥y N g Types 2
- FERTOL® EWOEI FRISPRICH e j val:
L BREGHT, was "~ GRARAETER OF CAO —

:’“’I 19

/ : NY newspaper columnist ALDEDR '-!T ettt e
- colurm in YWew York Bplly lilrror" for
» 3/15/56 sta2ted "Rert“Praciht, art Mt uwis
" - poet for tune Communist iine, w11l - "'c.“
his anti-ezi pley, *'Yhe irivete ui a o”
: the llester dece' (on the 2lst) at tle Cpen
Steve, downtownese.." Inualerztion and
N\ Naturelization inspectors attended piev .
7 but did not observe the suhjlect, I'PI" .
w0 RUSTLL BFITLEY, who wrote Lnclish verslon  \:i _«*
of plav, commented durin- intermission W \
thot he last ssw BRECIT in iuniszh, Ccrasa« ol
in 1950. LT '

-TiC- S s
A
DETATLS: New York newspaper rolumnist o

D= VALTER WINCHYLL's column in ' U
' \-;f the “New York Dailv Mirror" of lierch 15, - .

Pamn"an '
b""“wg‘. "::’::.:::“ ENCLOSIIP S "7ite 15 spacas bolow
W — —
#3 - RFurcau (100-190707) (RH) rrv /7 d -0 S
3 = Los Anreles (100-18112)(R: 7
1l « I3, Tew York (Al0257836RAT) (i) —
1 = ilew York (100-67077)
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- is report io leaned @9 gou Wy

I, atd selther L1t a6r i6s ceatents ars fo
She agesey b ehich leaned.
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ot ..

plav, 'The/Privote Life of ths ''ester Pace! (. n th-

Y xoo-67o77 e e g
1956,¥3t9ted thot "Rert Brecht, “ost “crmanv's pert ‘?*%:4

for the Zomfunist Line, will witness nis rntl-Tluzt

2lst) at the Onen itare downtoun.... Ve epve 1e
favorite play eritic is UAJTEY ?, KuoR.®

" On Merch 21, 1956 1t was determined that
inspectors of the Immigration end tatureiizetion
Service (I¥NS) attended the performance of The Private
Life of the iineter Rece et the Opcen tte~e, 17 Seapnd
Avenue, lew Yerik, “ew Yark, on the evnnin7 ol L-op2n 71,
1956. _ .

_ Purinz the intermission, it was escerteined,
the audience demanded to hear from the suthor of thne

‘Play, in that WALTER WI!NCHELL had mentioned in his

column that BRECET, would be there,

ERIC RVSEE:. BEJTLEY, who, accordin~ to gn
advertisement eppear’:= in the ".dcw Yorlkk Times" c¢f
March 21, 1955, and according to "io'e Who in Anmewt. .,
1952-1953 edition, translated the nlev to *n-ii=»,

"-stated in response to these demends thet ERITT wes

not there and that he, BEKNTLEY, had last seen Z:ECHT

*.An Munich, German¥ in 1950.

it was 8lso lesrned that one memter of the

. audience made comment to the effect that, ™ie exrested
‘. "to see hoards of ¥BI men here,"™ Another commented

" ‘that, "We certainly fooled the MBI this time,"

The subject wss unobserved smone those
enterint and leaving the Open Sta~s Theatre by {=eclial
Agents of the FBI on the evenins of ierch 21, 19ré.

In a review of the plav bv DF00KS ATKINSOF
in the "New York Times" for January 31, 1956, he atotas
in part as follows:

g o M < =
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~J ‘ "In a series of eleven sccnes, ' e AR
- Privete Life of the Master ilcce' trores T
X the rise of Hitlerism in terms of g T
» represemtstlve 5ermen people, the micldc
N and lower classes, the scholars, the
- dm_ N _’. N _.Jews, the trades peopls, a Christian
¥ PO M " preacher, and finally, some Hamburp
3 : workers who mean to preserve the ideals
3 '} et - of humanity.”
v -

This review 8lso reflected thet the eccnes
depicted a brutrllv scontemptucus ~torm trooger, -
disineenuous enemy of the reri-e, a rirl shcoelird by

Nazi arrogance, a honey-voiced properendist end a
Jewish uire who recognizes some terrible realities

with respect to ER

2 RUSSEL EENTLEY, the
- 1952-1953 edition of ™who!

o in America™ conteine

) the followine informatio 2, oo
' { R R
g8 ERIC RUSTEY BEYTLLY, ttor, bor Ln-:.‘l'-:nr- R
_heptember i, 1916 sorf:o" -and LAURAA =L ':}1;‘“_"_"‘--"" i
{ chelor of uetters, Oxford; P}’D, Yele; married lAJ .'-W"Lz'/_

}l' ,y} TSCHERWJAKOW; sssoclate professor of Inglish,

University of Minnesota; free-lance writer for 'Ia*pers{
N Atlantic,New York Times; advertising editor, The Kenyon™
~~. Roview since 1948; European correspondent of Theater
*v' .. Arts -1948-1949; guest director, Hedgerow Thester, 1948;

Guggenheim fellow 1948-1949; author, A Century ¢f Hero
Worship, 194);; The Fleywright As Thinker, 1946,]
BZRNARD SHAYW, 1947; translator: The Privat;;:

ﬁ?c'ﬁ".

r the Master Race and other works of BERTZHOL

o editor: The Importance of Securitfr,jfiﬂ” Trom ‘I:‘-;e

o Modern flepertoire, 1949.

’L . ' The files of the Sew York Office contsin

By no pertinent information concerning ERI” RUSS"L REFILIY,




B WL100-67077 . e . S
- ATMINISTRATIVE B
2 3 Information verteininm to Immicprtion =nd
®. - Naturalization Service ingnectorst' octtendance at the -

- JT showing of The Yrivate Lifé of the liaster Race on

& “W.ny -, 3/21/5% at the Open Stage Thester was obtained orally

= Ty +> %% from Inspector end of

: T the New York O g

= e~ - zfter thevw

B, W hed attended tne play. '

ot In vien of the f.:a.ct tiet Lha fnepeoitor- Ei°
e not make their presence or officlal c¢crpacltr !mucin %c
TS anvone at the theater, thelr names are not beirg set

""“_h . out in the details of this report.
B - Agents of the FBI referred to in this report

AR as conducting the physical surveilliesnce in the vicinity

of the Open Stgre Theater on the evenine of FKerch 21,
1956, are SAE — and

2 . . REFERENCE - .WYtel to Los Angeles, 3/20/5%.
) ; . Los Angeles airtel to Director, 3/20/5t.
S SRR KYtel to Director, 3/22/56. '
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A Office Me 0% . oY remvest ¢

£ 4 o rYRTATAR, I (119-190717) pars: -/

Ik .

© ] %::" ‘ A%, W YORK (100-67077) -

-F : Uljlﬂ:. - L e 'BCRTOLT W"""l “RT_'E'T‘RI!"" FREANT, wre ‘ ;

AN -’ ) ¢ - IS-R . oof 5_-_

) E o "n"“’“ﬁ-—/
2 !

: S Trnelosed herewith rre the oririnrl -n< % ;iq

v ] four copies of !Y report of L’ NNGGG_ -tc? ~

S ; and captioned as above,

¢ 3 ' In an effort to obtein s =opv of ith:z =ubject's

e ) plav, "The Private Life of the Master Kece," iraulrv

ey was made at Semmel Prench, 25 West LSth Strect, lew

£l . York, Mew York, which firm publishes and hes ricktz te

* nmmerouns nlavs, ‘'lo topv s nvsilaetla,

Inquirv was also mede at :ew Tirectinns, 233
Sixth Avenue, Hew Yaork, New York, the publishe:r of the
*-. % ° - plav, A representative advised that the plev is out
of print and New T{rections hre no lntentior of reprintinr
in the near future.
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- more
n 25,000 wnits doily il couse
severe vasuler end kidne ‘iseose.
porhaps even death. Anyon. recom-
mending more than 25,000 U.S.P. units
- of Yiromin D os o supplemant to the
doily diet is, therefore, a po,cmicl.
murderer. " - _
Consumpiied of more shon 50,000
wnis of Viionla A con cawmss shia,
bone, ond mentel chonges, especiolly
in infonts but also in odpits.
High-presawre odvertising frequently
perivade: people thet large desages
ofyitomins A ond D. will accelerate
growth and improve health. Porents
emiovs lo stimulale the growth of on
infont may be lured into overdosing
him with Vitamin D, thereby endanges-
ing the health of the baby ‘while iry.
ing o promote it. ! Ve
The best procedwe ii to follow the
doctor’s Instructions gxoctly Where vita.

min diei is ccﬁ(-.ifﬂid/ﬁﬁd Aiich 1o tha
iy '/
'PAY FOX A TRADEMARK

., ! /
- !
8ut, “white following the doctor’s in-
siructions sligk?wly‘ insofar o1 the sote
dose s cdncerned, you need not follow
his ¢¢v"o os 16 the brond. i you can
g . e Ples oF YOO in-
ternolionol unilh' sach from o respon-
sible ond tm"cbh firm for a froction
of what those: same copsules cost in
@ bottle bearing o fancy Jobel, you are
porfecily safe pnd will ceftainly gain

N |”§z, R T I, R P
‘*“‘M-.. i ol i .

b B . . e
AR e e I Y

x,
'

the same rgsul /
S o gt don lurks in the
iwcrotive paign of ists who will

persuade/ youito folfow a dietory
course in the {nterest of whaot they cell

! Dq'pilo ' enOrmovs
m’ life expeciancy,

trap ‘molasses and
or, 1 matter, vite-
¢ in, you will

N
l} ;
11

i
it

b

has no great odvantage
milk. But wheoigerm is on \_ ‘Fient
source of protein ond a0 e m @
good dose of Vitamin D bo.h of
which ore needed !pr,ly’ body’s -pro-
per development, 7. -~

- .CCDUII d m &
mins play today in
ing-of

ovely i
(_ ary

iot” the unoboshed con-

HIT TUNE AND -THE REDS

proper holcnc-é

game prociiced ui,lh them deserves '
severest censvre. In _comsidering
vitamin quéition, fherefore, yoi) |

" best served when you follow the ¢

vice .of the hﬁg_rl'glin'ou)or'ccﬁ

nd investigote before you' boy. "«
~Ciatly, find put whether Jou ore pay
‘exorbitany” Prices for em “ethic
brand name. t

NPT {Continyed from P;lug"'e “25)- --_{,» ekt _. '

He wus beth preceded ond followed
to thess thores by Ms reputation as @
top-ranking Red in the intellectual
field, close 10 the Agitprop, the de-
porimant of ithe Communist [nterna-
tional hondiing propoganda. But this
reputation failed to preven! Herr Brecht
from prospering in the United States.
He sold his plots 1o the movies and
mode on eacelient living. But he wos
never @3 great o hit while he wos
among us as he is now, hnocking us
from abroad.

His song, “Mock the Kaife,” has
been around for some time. It was the
introductory song of a fobulously suc:
cesstul Cerman musicol produced in
Berlin ond ploying to capecity owdi-
ences for five yeors, until the coming
of the Nozis drove it off the billboard.
The play was written by Herr Srecht

and music was supplied by Kurt Weill,

the brilliont composer of “September
Song” ond innumerable recent Amer-
icon hifs.

There can be no objection lo Wil

on ony grounds, He wor an euthensic
musicol genivs for one thing. For an-
other, he wos o firm opponent of the
Communists. As a matier of foct, when
the politicol octivities of Bert Brecht,
s Wyricist, becoms both evident ond
oppressive, Weill broke with him.
Weill never worked with him while both
were in the United Stotes. In foct, he
fried to avoid Brecht elogether,

even ¢ fellow-wraveler. Such & de
was good for business end come w
out his batting an eyalash. He pe
os o viciim of the Nozis, e refy
from persecution, and we swollo
bis tale hook, Fine ond sinker.

But there was ot leest eone Wmaor
Washington Herr Bracv cowld
hoodwink. This was Robert A. Stripl
chief counsal for the Houwse Com
tae on Un-American Activities. A
less and untiring investigator of C
munists, seeking them out in their k
outs, Stripling come ecross Brec
name during an iavestigotion of C

_ munism in Hollywood.

Me didn't toke Brechi's sae fo-
onswer and looked a bit deeper
the politicol past of rthe post. W
ke found there penuaded him
Brecht was not only & lop-ranking
agent, bul aio one of the smorte:
lorge.

ACCOMPANIES “HOLLYWOOD TE:

For o faw weeks in 1944, it sec
the jig wos vp for Sert Brechs.
Stripling hod the dope g him, ir
locked files of the Cammiltee.
there seemed to be asthing to pre
the exposure of this fugitive in H:
wood. The evidence was overwheir
and it appecred certeia that Bre
hoicyon doys in the U. & were :

Cangressmon Pc
s e okt

Al thet lime,

T

ol e




)3

The eleventh wa Q« rt Brecht! And
be wos the only oki.io sneak out of
the investigation uwmsin~-4! Several of
the others went 1o ja  horged with
contemp? of Congress. Others wery of-
fectively exposed and driven out of
Hollywood. But not Merr Brecht! He
was sven commended by the chairman

of the House Compyjltee for what wes -

&-M m-—- G!!‘.“-“.- ‘bvvp'u'““"‘=-.h-v‘-uo

In foct, Bracht was the only dyed-
in-the-weel, rained Communist in the
bunch, completely indoctrinated by the
Porty apporatus. So his training in-
¢luded somaething the others locked. He
was instructed 10 Lis in any emergency
and to swear if need be that he wos
ot a Communist.

Thus fortified, and auite certain that
mothing could happen to him, the co-
ovthor of “Mack the Knife” appeared
before the Mouse Un-American Activ-
Hies Commitiee in 1947

He was geniol ond completely re-
laxed. When his name was called, he
ambled over to the witness chair,
smoking an ovensized cigor and puffing
s smoke in all directions. But it was
@ ditierent iind of smokascreen he was
s00n 10 shroud himsalf in.

Representative Thomas wos absent
from the chuoir. During this session of
the hearing, it wos occupied by an-
other ranking Republican member of
the Committee — Congressmon Korl E.
Musdt of South Dokota. In o sense,
this was an odded good foriune for
Mrecht. Thomas was o shrewd expert
in Communist shenanigans end would
hove seen through Brecht’s cunning
trick. He was olso close 10 Stripling's
lnvestigation and kndw by heort the
confidential dota repesing in the Com-
wittes files about Brecht’s wnsavery
Communist past and associations even
inside the United States.

AL &SR -.u.‘_A.—‘. —...T_e

By comporison Congressmen Mundt
wos  sasy-going,

iHl-informed and

performance. Although {" 'spoke Eng-

lish fluently and even e his mo-
terial in the longuage, - suddenly
protesied that his Englis. os for too

inodequate for such an imporiont
‘event. Congressman Mundt obliged ot
once. He adiourned the hecring untit
an inlerpreler could be brought over
ftdn the Meorby Library of Congress,
another German refuges te whom
Srecht’s record wos well-known. L ]
perhaps ot 10 sirange coincidence, the
interpreter, 100, is bock in Germany,
also behind the fron Curtain.

The interpreter gimmick wos byt one
of the tricks Bert Brecht hod up his
slesve. He resorted to it 03 o ruse, to
goin time for the formulation of his
enswers. He understood the questions
indewd, bui he waited
patieatly until they were tronsicted
to him. Then he answered them in cir-

very wail,

cumspect German and waited until they

in turn were ranslated.

MUNDT 15 HOODWINKED

By this foncy method, he not only
gained valuahls Nams for his answars,
but covld always insist that he hed
been misinterpreted by the wanslator,
that he didn't octually soy whot we:
put into his movth. Also, occasionolly
he covld insist that o German phrase
means something entirely different
from its English counterpart.

There were a few wall-informed
people in the large crowd in the hear-
Ing oom ond they were siorlied by
the courtesy wiih which Mr. Munds
handled Brecht and olso by the
houghty oir the German s00on assumed.
He was forever puffing on his big
cigor, sending the smoke into the chair-
mon’s face. Within @ few minutes, he
was running the show,

Counsel Stripling tried desparately
o marshal the evidence against Brecht.
He brovght out the poet’s German
writings end showed that they were
simply pieces of Communist propa-
gande. He presented & song which
Brecht once wrote especially for o Ger-
mon Communist youth orgonization ond
pointed out thet in it Brecht actvally
edvocated the violeat overthrow of the

blank whether he was a Cor
Those in the room who knew

ond were alse aware of hi
association with the Red of
awaiied his answer with virtua:
breath. They received o shoc!

Without moving & wrinklq
foce, without raising or lows
voice, without balting an eyel(
Srechi swore that he was not i
had never been & Commu
blotanily perjyred himsslf —
fessional Communishs will d
cornered. They have instruc
deny their membership eve
oath - on ooth, more or less
nothing fte thot rvthles
crowd. :

The hearing was over onc
was free lo ieave. Then come
tastic climax of this peculiar
Congressman Mundt intoned o
commending Bracht for his con
swers and for being the enly ¢
refused to invoke the Fifth Ame
He virtuglly thanked Brecht fo
ing under oath — and appar.
the complete satisfoction of th
mon — that he was not then arn
had been o Red,

Thot completely absolved B
Chairmon Mundt's eves. Counss
ling loocked on helplessty as 1
dangerovs bird among these
managed to get out of the ¢
ond with the good wishes of
at that.

But Bert Brecht knew thot his
meosn with Asgrico was over.
oll, he hod just perjured himsc
that meant Counsel Skripling, #.
had now acquired o real siran:
on him. I weos cesainly poss
prove periury m Bachil's cos
crimino! prosecution loomed ¢
horizon. From thea on, mo mot
smart he wos, Brech? realized .
living on borrowed time in this ¢

Virtuolly from the hearing
Brecht booked passage to Germc
was a vindicoted mon. There .
reason o hold him. He hod ;
caived & cloan hill of health f:.




- 10 ICL YO KIIOW . .7
Ever )'llme you pl®y "Mack the
Knife” you're sendmg mone)\
])eﬁnd ‘the Iron Curtam e

BY JOHN LEWIS CARVER

Thousonds of good Amaericon green-
bocks ore now being shipped owt of
this country, going behind the iron
Curtcin 10 @ man who once perjured
himself before a Congresmsional com-
mittee ond is today one of the Reds’
most celobrated propogondists knock-
ing Uncle Som,

He's waxing richer every day, with
the Yankee dollors flowing his woy,
jwst becovse yov hoppened Jo lake @
foncy to an old Germon tune in which
the Communist oeniw has © vested
inlorest.

. ; l wng of whistied oc
ployod by olt, rapidly becoming @ top
favorite. W's crowding the Hit Porode
and populority polls, ond is among
the records most frequently cooned
feom the jvke boxes.

TOP-RANKING RED _

There ore already an even dazen
vecordings of the song on the market,
with more coming out as fost as the
preisers can do the job. if ever & song
swept this country by the sheer im-
pohms of s hounting appeal, this s
# — something voriously called “Mack
the Knife" and “Moritot,” the theme
song of & semational modern musicel

Bert Brockt, cument peet lowrsate of the Rods in Germanil Sulllg M op¢
once helore @ Congressional Committes, when he denied o 1 lCo-t.

regorded as the foramost poet and talk ebewt nﬁ." bt L.m.m

ploywright of the comrades. Every yoor knows us Srst-hend. Wheas the M _
be produces @ hit show, o vehicle of drove him out of Germany, ofier o
violoat Communis) propegonde. And Haguished carser s g hit ploywr’
he'’s spearhesding e propogonde he dida‘'t ge cast te jeie hs comro
drive to moke Evrope safs for the Com- e coms weut and weund wp in
wunisls. In the tep drewer of bis pat Whhh&-nﬂ

bates is the United Stetes.
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salf-confidence, he ‘
fooled the House G~  Hee. He wore
his porjury like @ m« . on his chest,
proofpodﬂulmhmlndnd..
good and loyal Communist, deserving
of the highes! consideraiion.

Brechi's postwor career in Commun-
ist Germany s 890 of the,.great sve-
onss slerigs % which the Reds point
with pride. He is fated and innumercble
honors sre showsted on him. He b
olio ¢ rick man by locol stendards,
sorning & lot from the royaities on his
hit plays.

But the poper Marks of Red Ger-
Mony cas’t compare with American
wreenbacks. The real money con be

nde oniy in ihe United States. And,

in America. f}
His pley, the “Three 1 We,"”
is on off-Broodway smu.n, playing to
copocily oudiences in e Greenwich
Villoge theater. Albums and single re-
cordings of the play are selling lke
hoicakes. And now comes the top
honom-—ﬂnofrulmmoiﬂn
play’s ﬂnno wné which, with millions
of Americans singing i, does little to
wogest that their enthumiasm benefits
one of the enemies of the United States.

Those milfions who help “Mack the

o _28_ et vy

T L - m llﬂ'lml’“ success
should remember Bert Brachs, the mon
smirking behind the hit tune. And they
should bear ln mind thoat the knifs in
thot song is reolly a dagger with which
Brecht s stabbing them in the back.

e —
g e

arh oy 'li'fv'i"‘f sadl . - ;

L

fes! superior or something
if he fonls Bke going ov.
he has o second girl con
tokes her with him. But aff
doesn’t do anything with
is finished ot eleven o'claci
goes home to bed. Has to get
s0 he'll be on the ball with
watching nul dor. Bath gir

presonts for them; but he »
them any mers money. Se
matter of principle. *
Thete ers stways plealy
around whe want & girl fil
work for them, guys like Micl,
the alec heir afl the comme
obovt @ few yeors ogo. 1
they'lt get you lots of John
looded, ano they'll foke core
But | never hod anything to ¢
them. Once a girl gets hooked
one of them, they take oll tiw

and birk hasr nrncad

Anyway, [ can toke cove of
One nighi 1 went over 1o 0 hot
to meet o vary weolthy Johe wiy
Hozel and said somebody’d gh
her number. Ha was o big prea
wmust of weighad ebout ¢ ton. -
disgusting type. | rold him ihe by
it, 1 wosn't going te have him
ma. 50 then the bl lewt stor
call me nomes and slopped me
the toce with his big fat pig hon

} didn't take much of that. §
up o beer bottie — there wos
of tham around - and broke i ¢
sdpe of o table. Then | showe
the jogged adge of it end toid +
he even come near me 1'd rip sor

the blubber out of his fece.
That shoonad hle Iul._.th-lﬁ

FerEmE ST Parees Ry YTYeTees
dying petunia.

i even got lyl.u'--ss
figured 1I'd sarned .

When | think sbest thel no
shands out o3 The pisasantest me:
of my career. | suppose ¢ lot of ¢
ple think girle Lke me sieep with :
because we onjoy M. But | sever .
mmdﬂ.hﬁrmlnnc
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Your letter dated April 5, 1956, mith
the encloeure, has been received end the motiu=a RN R
shich prompted your communication are indeed NS
apprecicted. | )‘f‘ ‘

‘ In regerd to the suggestions set out
In your communicatfon, I must advige that 1t is
not within the province of the favestigative
Jurtadictton of the FBL as a fact-gathering
agency, to isesue clearances or disapprovals of
individuals and thetr pudlicattons,

Stncerely yours,

APKY . CTS

prw s S - il . JoAn idgar Eoover Y

Director P
MR A
cc - Los 4 el
cc  fos dngeles e
- Lad 2 4 Sy v . -"":'('.77 ‘ ;l .
S40a: Los Angeles & New York .. "o 1T 4

Correspondent/s letter encloaed-gn
article captioned "The/Rit Tund T™hat Earns
*” For the Reds" pertaining to a song entitled
Mack the Knife” of which the original German
words were vwritten by Bert Brecht. A notation

writtan _ﬂ_p‘r_lgr‘ntzn At the psarrsanaondandi atndas

-y T w ey - e w Lad A ] VW P WU RIIY W Ve oW

"From June Issue of Top Scfg?h Mag.", .. .

y y
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‘ ; J; (Note on Yellow, Pags
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¥{3s Orace Buchanan Rodinson ‘ .
Letter to 1856 South Vsatern Avenue
: Los Angeles*8, Cealtifornia
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_ Bert Brecht, current poet laureate of “’;“”"‘”
tast Germnya receiving royclties from the

"é ' ,"\'ﬁ*‘&-"‘, ’

song called flack the Xnife” which i3 rapidly
becoming a %op faverite., Brecht vho had
been driven out of Germany by the Nazis
cane to the United States where he prospered
. a& & playoright. In 1947 when he appcorvd—

before the House Committee on Unsdmericcn

" - Adctiyities he perjured himself dy stating
he was not then and had never been a communist.
Thereafter he returned to Germany to avoid
possible prosecution. He is not only receiving
rovalfies from his song but from the play
"Thef Threepenny JUpera” which is plautaz *o
capdcity audience in o Greenwiéh Fillage
theater. The millions who are helping A

1
song are helping Brecht to stad them in ¢
* back.

O e YRR e

8
kY

F ]
X 13

Corresvondent states that thers should be some

check up on the royalties going to Brecht. She sigpests
that a call to 'H' and a statement by the
Director would stop the popularity of the song. She
added that if the song 1s played over National Broad-

casting Companjhchannels she will doycott the company.

She states that she has many friends and acquaintances
- in the motion pigture industry where she has worked
e . Jor vears. She cautioned that disclosure of

. Jact she furnished complaint adout Brecht would be L
dangerous to her, o

Bufiles contain no information identifiable
with correspondent. The files reflect that Sert Brecht
18 subject of New York file 100-67977, Los Angeles
Jile 100-18112, (100-190707) :

NOTE ON YELLOW:

Bert Brecht who wos dorn g"“r‘ﬁnny was
gssoctated with a refuges group in les

during 1940, He teatified before the BCUi in

'



s

Letter to Miss Grace ‘Buchoflan Robinson o

T «ee 1656 South ¥estern Avenue
' Los Angeles 8, California

October, 1947, stating that he was not a communist
dbut acknobledged contacts with Souiet official
Gerhart Eisler and other comnunists. He departed
Srom New Yorx on 10-31.47 and in 2949 was redortedly
residing tn Soviet zone of German;,

He was reportedly to appear in connection
with Ais play "Private Life of the Hasterfiice”
on 3-21-56 at New York City, Investigation &d nas
disclcss his presence @t the play or that he had
entered the country, '







SECRLT _
T Blgeetor’ . LR \ : .--s-':"‘.-.i.;eéfg, '
't . N MT“.‘ -'-DA"‘ papy 'li“_’ - e Pw

.- ‘H.ﬁ
EBext Brecht was wall krowvn for his coramnist. \n’t:tngs
and sesoclations while 4in this counitry, .8 4 Tegule, he was -
summoned to sprear before the House Corsdttee on tue serican
¥ Agtivities nnd testified before thet grous in late octo'bu-. M
T % . .- 1947, Shortly thereafter, om October 31, 19475 2recht and
A ﬁ’:ﬁ.m.ﬁﬁ‘m to Cermany ard resided 1 Fast m-nn.
: Frior to his death in East Berlin on ‘usvat 14, 125¢,
Bert Brecht was knovn as the comrusist caet L\.rf:ate of - .-
AR Fast Germany, and was avarded the Stalin _erce xi:s - 19.';-,. 2
* ¢+ Hs uunty works {ncluded the lilryetto for firt Jcill's .- U
33 ;‘Ihuo“ S x&%‘m," and royalties Em:d {hat nductés:o :ntg.
* - [ ) 4.4 4
.| Drecht astata, (1 1'36’7‘?-1&“ 103-76575-2, page pf’)
_'z ! . L -
At e oopy of en undated memorandun sropered in 1947
" mardi.n‘ lort Brecht is enclosed for your irforzation,

'A-,’( *‘;_

!l.l. l’“ Bert Brecht ard his fzmtl.y
llzth ltrut. Sants lonics, Caufotn!.
' tnmugauon b{“ﬂ.:u Buresu revealed he wis ir receipt of - - M

CECD
o, Industria 215, texico “ay UoBBoskeiEsS o rica'es”

In 1944 Brecht m active in the itrlted Stetes §n

the creation and orgsnization of the oscow-ammusored Counctl
for a Cemocratie Cermany. That srotm subliely declspes tec.if [/

‘ml.dod;atl.

L. art T3 ~

as baing aligned with the gosle and ldeals of tie iatin- -extsan
Comittee for Fres Cearmans, isma Sﬁlmn WAS an !nnaru-y -
officer of the latter erganizatien, 00-22101 25) T

. - ’ - . oan -"-;
SECREY o



O% . :iener € B

(] \‘-
Director | | o,
- Central Intelligcnae Agency _ - ST
. - - » ) . - . - % :

adied ~ & !
; o Falen and Lert Brecht were the parente of . I
Stofm Sebastian Brecht, who was bapn et Ferll:, ~rwaoy 35000
: Bovember 3, 1924,
-8
3 | 7% < {n-t
ber 7. 19&0. vas res.!.d.n‘, at".
past R4, Gernany (Germar 'eocscpatis - =
. Bcpuhll.e) patently handding effafre carvects vieh
s the adnin amuon of hh !'cthu-'

8 ezt.t.e.(wo-;ggwsz-;gri , 26‘. .

o " In 1934, Stefan Bucht stated Tert ard Belen recht e
' sod their daughter Barbere, the latter was an sctress like -
.. her mother, resided at h‘lnhurdc Strasse Fumber 1, tut Bu'nn. y

- (100-394052- ~

A7, berm ray 12 1900 e
. ékﬂw ﬂ';n feet, zbu: irches 7
o ; | Velighs . 114 pounds :
' i e tyes brown 27
S Hairx _ brown, eoaded stratzhe

back an¢ cut rhize - T T
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NE A FOLLOWING STATZZE:T DULY AUTHENTICATED By A nonar Puauc
- STUP wOBL 1 UOK] SAYa T™AT A COUPLE oF DAYS BEFCRE YOUR DEPARTUR&
FRCM HELSINK] WHEN RUSS IAN CONSULATE MADE Dirf ICULTIES ABOUT Pums
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2 | HIETERn manty 6R wAs E ForcED To BORRGY THE AMOUNT FROM womef-
£ STOP WAS THERE AT TAL SAME TINE CUESTIGH OF WINES TERENTJEFF mo
& NOT BLEN ABLE T ARRANGE TG MRS WUGLIJOKI FOR THE co:m:ncm. AND';
Z  DIPLGMATIC DINNERS ARRANGED BY WUGLIJOKI AT TEREHTJEFF quussr AM
o WHICH TERENTJERF MAD PRCMISED TO PAY 10 Mys \lboLlJtJKf srop WHAT Wit
& THE AMOUNT STOP NERE THE DOTH Asovp NAYED AMOUNTS PUT TOGETHER m—

OCCASION ARD THAT SHE
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« The first book, by KIS(H, hss already besn mbuwaf:?," i‘.m:-r
ohn addressss who l.i.vn in the UXITED STATES and "knows : QM.- o
oxﬂo.hon" o halp thu in gott!.ng pooplo hhruhd, apio':; ™Y '1 “"
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addresses that thass will be well tm-ht-d “end also wants to ltncn wy ddu “' 3

sse does not ask for newspaADer noro -hi.ch ot
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