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WHAT IS .A UFO AND HOW DO WE R!:CEIVE UFO REPORTS 

.A. A UFO is any aerial object which the observer oan not identity. 

B. UFO reports are received trom local AFB's. They are transmitted 

in accordance to AF.R 80-17. There are 3 different categories. 

( l) IDENTIFIED 

(2) INSUFFICIENT DAT.A 

(3) UNIDENTIFIED 

SAFOI makes all news releases on UFO signtings. 
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There are several scient:i.fic opinions as to the nature of unidentified 

flying objects. In this discussion, perhaps the most common ~uestiornthat 

arise are: 

l) Do Basic Life Forms exist on planets other than the Earth? 

2 ) Doet Intelligence Life Forms exist on planets other than the 

Earth? 

3) If a technically advanced civilization did exist somewhere in 

our galaxie, is it like ly that the Earth is being visited. by this 

civilization or civilizations? 

The presence of basic life forms in meteorites would prove t he 

existence of life outside the Earth. Extensive study has been done on 

carbonaceous meteorites. It is felt that i f these basic life forms 

exist that they 'lvould. probably be pre sent in the carbonaceous meteorites. 

This is a rare meteorite that contains large amounts of carbon similar to 

that of organic decay. Although several unusual single cell specimens 

have been found in this type meteorite, no conc l usive proof has been 

established because of the possibility that the specimen was the result 

of contamination from an earth source. The possibility of contamination 

combj_ned with the rari ty of carbonaceous meteorites (as of 1964 only 20 

have been recovered since 1800) has hindered much of the research along 

these lines. At present there is inconclusive evidence to establish the 

presence of extraterrest rial life forms in meteorites. 

One way to e stablish if an intelligent life exists elsewhere is the 

establishment of contact with another civilization. 

The earliest U.S. attempt to establish such contact was initiated 

with Project Ozma. The project was established in 1959 and cons isted of 

an 85 foot steerable antenna , v.rhich was located at the National Radio 
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Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank, \-lest Virginia. As the first step in a 

systematic search, the astronomers began to listen for possible radio signals 

from the neighborhood or certain stars. Tau Ceti and Epsilon Eridani were 

chosen as the first targets because they lie vl i thin the range of our radio 

telescopes, ten to eleven light years distant, and because they resemble 

our mm sun in age and type and therefore might have planetary systems like 

our own. 

It was calculated that signals from planets near the selected stars 

should be observable with the 85 foot disk if they were generated by a 

million watt transmitter operating through a 600 foot antenna. To be 

detected under these circumst ances, the signals would have to be concen-

trated within a very narrow band of frequencies. 

Signals to the target stars were sent in the hydrogen line from the 

observatory in May- July 1960. But if these signals are received, analyzed, 

and re-transmitted the results, if any, will not be known until 1982. 

No information about any operational programs can be found in the 

Soviet literature; however, the Soviets do possess several radio tele-

scopes which could be utilized by the Sovi ets to search for radio emissions 

from intelligent civilizations . 

Dr. Carl Sagan says: 

"It now seems probable that the earth is not the 
only inhabited planet in the uniferse. There is evidence 
that many of the stars in the sky have planetary systems. 
Furthermore, research concerning the origin of life on 
earth suggests that the plysical and chemical processes 
leading to the origin of life occur rapidly in the early 
history of the majority of planets. From the point of 
vievl of natural selection, the advantages of intelligence 
and technical civilization are obvious, and some scient ists 
believe that a l arge number of planets within our Milky Way 
galaxy - perhaps as many as a million - are inhabited by 
technical civilizations in advance of our own. 
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Interstellar space flight is far beyond our present 
technical capabilities, but t here seem to be no fundamental 
physical objections t o it. It would be rash to preclude, 
from our present vantage point, the possibility of its 
development by other civilizations . But if each if , say, 
a mi llion adve.nced technical civilizations in our galaxy 
launched at random an interstellar spacecraft each year 
(and even for an advanced c:i.vilization such a launching 
1·70uld not be a trivial undertaking), and even if all of 
them could reach our solar system with equal facility, our 
solar system would, on the average, be visited only once 
every 100,000 years." 

Dr. Charles Smiley t ried to de termine if UFO sightings could be the 

resnlt of interplanetary vehicles from e ither Mars or Venus. Using the 

concept of minimum-energy orbits f avorab le periods for arrival \·rould 

occur every 584 days for Venus and every 780 days for Mars. Using en 

interval of 20 days, ten days on either side of a favorable arrival date , 

Dr. Smiley tried to determine if there ioTas any significant increase in UFO 

sightings compared to the average number outside the f avorable periods. 

Dr. Smi ey found that the average number of UFO per 20 day interval 

out si<'le the favorable periods to be 1.88 and the average number during 

the 20 day f avorable period a.s 1.11. This diff erence is not statistically 

significant . \,Jhen one goes back to examinr-.o the direction from vhich the 

UFO ' s arri ved, we find not a s ingle case of the UFO coming from the proper 

direction to indicate that i.t had originated on Mars or Venus . 

Other f acts that indicate that TJFO' s are not e ~<traterrestrial craft 

1s that of all the stronom1cal observatories both U.S. anc3 foreign there 

has never been a "spaceship' ' photo, despite the fact that observatories 

SiJ_ch as the Smithsonian use the Baker -Nunn Camera I·Thich can reputedly 

photograph a shiny basketball at the distance of the moon . 
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Of all the members o:f moonwatch , a program unC.e r the direction of 

the Smithsonian to observe satellite decay, not one has ever reported 

sighting a "spaceship ' . 

The Space Detection Center has never tracked an tnterloper among 

the orbHing objects i n space and Project Ozma was unsuccessful. 

Theref ore, there is absolutely no evidence to support the hypothesis 

that ill,O 's represent extrater restrial vehicles of any kind . 
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