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PROJECT ili.U!.i: BOOY. 

-· , 
C (:· "' J: . " 

1'he Air :'orce doe3 1:ot provide s_!)en.~~ers on ~he 

and ce.n not ho::or c..ll oi the rr.c>.ny .re:.'}.u'3s'!:.s for sp~a!<er3 

is Air Force policy not to pro-
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PROJZC'I' BLUE BOCK 

POLICY ::o. 2 

intervie· .. :s, briefings, lec'.:.,_l~es, or private disc'J.ss;.o~s 

0!1 UFOs ,,.rill be i.r:strt~cted. to dir~ :!t t:--~ei~ reqt~e!.;ts to 

not o.ff.'ici::.J.ly com:c~t:;:'t . ~ 

UFO invcsti.:;e:.7.io~s cov=.:red by this r-3t:'..!l.?.tior: '.-~il1. re-

opinions c>.~ oi'fici~l .?.ir ?o::-ce .fi:--:d,in2;s . Ro
b 
Mer
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~-d.ti:ou"!:, t~cir perE:issior:. This :rnlicy t:u.st be enforced 
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PROJ~CT BLUE BCOK 

CENSOR:SiHP 

There is no "policy of cer:so:r:-shi.p'' peri:B.i!15.ng t0 

Project BJ.uc Boo:~. Our pro:::;ram is co~;:plet.ely u;:;cl as s:i. -

I 
. I 
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{C. 

EVIDENCE OF UFOs 

J;~ /).;,... {;..,r.~ 1:. r.v~.,,.; 
There is no physj.cal evidence "'hich has been or 

is nmr in the possession of the Air Force , ... hich indicates 

the cxistent!e of "space vehicles" or other forms of 

ezt~terrestrial life. Nor is there any reason to 

believe in t he possession of such evidence by others. 

\.Je do say that we have no evid.ence ";hich: 

(1) indica~es UFOs are n threat to 

national se~urity, 

(2) ir.dicates UFOs arc extraterrestr-ial 

in orisin, 

(3) indicates UFOs are intallige!ltly / 
,/ 

./· 
guided objects // 

./ 

/ 
/ 

I 

j 
/ 

.. 
/ 

i 
I . 

I 
I 

i 

i . . 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



. I 

PROJECT BLUE BOO~ 

POLICY STA'l'Er:!Sl~'l' NO . 6 

EXIS~~ENCE OF UFOs 

· Tne Air Force neither confirms nor denj_es the 

testimony of UFO observers; it can only report i:.s 

fin<1ings . \ole have never denied the possible ex:. stence 

of extreterrestrial life 't.'ithin the U:.'1iversej ho·,:ever, 

'vTe have no ta.ngible proof that there is any extrater!"es

trial life nor do "'e he.ve any proof that UFOs are 

interplanetary space vehicles . 
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PROJ.F.C'i' BLUE BOO:C. 

SCIErrCE FIC .. !.'Imi I.I'I'EHATURE Pi::RI'AII~n;G TO UFOs 

Books and other li t~ratuYi:! regarding hnident5.ficd 

flying objec·:~~ and related subjectR abound. The Air Force 

them in a!'ly ~>ay. 
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POLICY STATE}:fEI\'r NO. 8 

AIR FORCE A'ITITUDE OF UFO ORGANIZ.A'I'IONS 

I 
I 
/' 
I 
I 
I 

I 
As to t'he Air Force attitude to',m.rd private or 

·com.'Tl.ercial u1"0 orgard.za'~ions, "'e neither condemn no::-

sanction the-:n. 

-----· -·- ------
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PROJEC1' E'.LUE BOOK 

POLICY s·TAT~·!Si-iiJ.' NO . 9 

Project PJ.ue Book i~; re~;pons:i.ble for investigatj_ng 

anc1. analyzin3: UFO rc!)Orts ,.;!J.icn occur '.-:i tnin tile continent.e.l 

lirr .. i.~..::~'- of the United sta::.:es. UFO reports e;:-~-canat:i.n3 outside 

the CO~uS arc.-::-.::.-::7.:...-;=?:/ not. invE:sti.::;c.ted. or ane.lyzcd by Project 

. · Blue Book . 
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PROJECT BLUl~ BOOK 

POLICY STATEMENT NO. 10 

COPY.CNG A~m S~~RCHING UFO RECORDS 

The Air Force collects fees for copying a.nd 

searching UFO records . Services and fees are listed 

in the attachme:1ts to AFR JJ:-6 Such se2-vices i·:-lll be 

performed by AF'DASBA in accordance •·li th HOI ll- 32. 

"'l'he Air Force possesses only record copies, and 

thus does not have for dist:cibut:i.on outdated reports 

such as • Copies of the:se doctunents can be made 

at the expense of t;he requester at rates prescribed by 

Air Force directives. Requests should be sent to: 

Headquarters, USAF 
AFDASBll. 
Washington, D. C. 20330 Ro
b 
Mer
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PHOJ"SCT BLUE BOOK 

POLICY STA·rE~·ffiN'l' NO. 11 

It is the fundamental policy of DOD and tbe Air Force 

to make available to the public the mux:i.mum amount of 

inforltla.Mon and r ecor:.:ls concerning t hei r operations and. 

activities . In this regard, any identifiable UFO 

documentary m<;.ter:i.al should be r:13.de available on the 

request of any person. For a record to be "identifiable" 

it must exist at the time of the req_ue~t. Hhen the 

5.nfol'mation rcqucsteci. exists in t he form of several 

publications at different loeations (Le. readin,g roo:nr,, 

reference libraries), the requester should be refe~red 

to t::at source if gati.~erir.g 

excess >:or:klo~.ds and impair 

the i nforr.1ation v:ould ~eEerc>.te 
f .ll. 

other office.irunctions . 

The re~uestor must be reasonably specific in iden-

tifying reco:-ds they •·:ould like mG.de available. Ro
b 
Mer
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SAFOICC is !:lot req_uired to penni t a requester to brovlse 

through entire UFO records to find a particuJ.a.:- record 

he rr.ay then "identify'! ··. If the requeste r desires copy 

service, he v."'ill be charged a copy fee plus a search 

fee, where e.ppropriate, in accorc1ance vrith AFR 11- 6. 

All inq_uiries reguestj.ng copies of Air Force 

Regulations, !:~anu~ls, Letters and .PZ.mphlets '.-lill be 

referrec1 to the Directorate of J\d.mioistrative E:erdces, 

Attn: AFDASBA for action . ( SAFOICC ,,,).11 not furn:.. sh 

these publications unless req_uest is interna.l to t~e 

Air Force). Inquiries rcq_ucsti1~3 Air Force cloc~~ents 

marked "FOR OFFICV\.L USE ONLY" "!ill be inforr.:ed o:: 

this fact a!:ld t hat the publication is not for release 

outside the Air Force. 

' See HOI ll-32 concer!'li!'le !JU'olic d:i.sclosure of unclc>.ssii'iecl. 
records a:-1d t~c Ai.r Force reference service • 

-2-
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PHOJ1WJ: EJ..UE BOOK 

POLICY STATEl·LENT NO . 12 

~ELEPHO!m IHQUXRiES It'SQ.UESTil':G UFO H:FOR:·l!\TION 

Telephone queries from the general public concerning 

requests for UFO informB.t:ton \dll not be ac1<nmdedeed by 

SAFOICC pers.onnel. Requester vill be ans•,:ered courteously 

and poHtely asked to send their request to SPJ..'OICC by 

letter . This policy is necessary in order to preclude 

in:!'ormat5.on being misquoted and to insure t:nat SAFOICC 

supplies only th2.t inforr::ati on •,;hich f.he requ~r-tor specifies. 

For ·telephone inquiries involving a reported UFO 

sighting} SAFOICC 'ldll obtain persons' na:ne and address . 

and forHard Air Force .Form 117 requesting it be completed 

and tr.allcd to FTD for ana.lysis and investiga.tion. 

-2-
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PROJEC'l' BLUZ . B08!~ 

POLICY S'_fAT.2i'll~N'f !m. 13 

EVALUATION .OF Uli'O SIGH'J.TNGS AT S!\FOICC 

I nvestige.tion and an~.lysis of tJFO dghtings \.:ill 

not be n~de by any personne}. of SAFOICC. Any indi vic1-

ual requesting that S!'.J..'OICC personnel analyze or investigate 

.any UFO sightin3 evidence (i.e. film, dra.vings, tape 

re<?ordine:-;, etc . ) ,,rill be referred to F?D in accordance 

'vri th AFR 80- 17 . 
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·PROJECT BLUE EDOK 

POLICY STATEft!E1··lT NO. 14 

IMPERSO!-!A?IOi.-T OF AIR FORCE OFFICERS 

Information, not verifiable, has reached Hq US.I\F 

that perso!1s claiming to represent the ~ir Force or other 

Defense csta'blisllments have contac'~ed ci tizen s "'ho have 

sighted unident5.fied. fly.t,ng objects . In one rel='orted 

case an individual in civilian cl<?thes, \rho represented 

himself as a mem"::>er of l(OR-'\D, de:il<.mded and receiveO. :Photos 

belongi~g t o a private citizen . In another, a per~o~ in an 

Air Force uni form c~pproached local police and other citizens 

"t!nO had sighte1 a UFO, assembled them in a school roo:n and 

told the:n th<:'.t they did not see vhat· they thought they ' sa'.·: 

and the.t they sho'..llcl not talk to anyone aoo'ut the sighting. 

All tr~ilitary ar.d civilian personnel and particulc>.rly Infor-

w...ation Offi cers and UFO Investigating Officers \·:ho hear of 

such reports s~ould i~~ediately notify their local OSI 

offj.ces. Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



PROJECT BLU?; }300K 

POLICY S'I'N.£'aE~·lT l\0 •. 15 

CAR,SER AS A UFO H!V:E;E;TIG.A.'l'OR 

, . 

The Air Force has no caree r fie1.cl per se fO!' UFO in·re stisator1: . 

\-?c feel, ho·,:ever, that a collcee c.e£p:ee ..... ith a r.:-3-jOr in the physicc:.l 

•sc.·i • .-.nc::-s (meteorol0
0
"'"Y, aEO:tT0::1.0mv, nhv-i '"'s) or<> C'•moi- 9'·-io~ o·"' ···noco ,_ - - " :: • v 0- '- • './ C. v t • - ~. • ;., - • • _ \.. .. ._. , ..... 

·sciences,. e.s ~·:ell as pest :i.n·-restigativc expe:::i e:nc~ are hig~ly C.cs~ ra.ble 
. . . . 

·r, of) • · · 
\:.::-·'"'""'-··- ~'\1.1"" /1 t ,. ".' {f'C' ...... ....., f 

-~, ;:.-_:;._,_ .. ~·: ... _ _,_ .. .:;:., ' ~Al-rr.o s7 :> ,.J., u~o l' "'ves+.i!"''>~"'·rs in ~-h;:. A.ir 'l<'or"'e "'.r::> co-... ·---"'·"'··'v,· -"'~.....,·-·-(/ . ............ ..,~ . l! ..., - - "' -- ...,_.._,...., ..... ...J... - ..,_ • ..,. • - _ -\.. c._ - :-

gracle officers \:c.~ perform this cl'..tty in a::lcli tion to their rc3u.:c>.r e.s:i5r:ment j 

that is, they are only pe.'rt-ti;;~e WO investigators. 
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PROJ'EC'l' BI.TJE :COO:-

A Special Ad Hoc Co~r.r:1itte.e of the U. s. Air Force Sdc:1tific Advisory 

»:>ard •.:us formed in Xarch 1966 to revie·,: Project ":Slue :Boo~." The objecti vcs 

o:' the Com.;nittee ,.:ere to yevie·,r the resources and met!"!ods of inves-::.ige.tion 

prescribed by project "Blue Eoo:{" e.nd to advise the Air Force of e.r:.y improve-

ments the..t could be r.1ade in the progYam to enh&r.ce the Air Force 's capability 

in carrying out its responsibility. 

The Co~~ittee co~clu~ed "that the present Air Force program dealing 

wlt.h UFO sightings has been ,,:ell orge.r.izeJ., ~lthough the resources 

assi~~ed to it (only one officer, a sergeant, e.nd secretary) have been 

quite limited." The Co:r.!:tittee further concluied that "there appears to 

be no verified ancl fully satisfactorJ evidence of c.ny case the.t is clearly •. 
outside the frarr.e·.:o::% of p::escntly k.Ylo'i-:n science ar.d teci:molozy." The 

Co:n::U ttee reco~.-:1e::ded t!:at "the pre se:1t pro~rar.1· be stren5thened to provide 

.·opportunity for scienti.fic investi:-;ation of selected sightin3s in me>re 

detail e.nd depth the.n he.s been possible to date." 

Based t:.pon this reco:r~e!!dat:on t!:e University of Colo::e.do, :Could.er, 

Colorad.o, t.:as selected by to.e Air Force to cond1lct independent imrestigation 

into unidentified flyin5 object (UFO) reports. Ro
b 
Mer
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PROJSCT BLUE BOOK 
-------··~·-...-

POLICY STATEI.S!lT UO. 17 

UHIV OF COLOHADO RF.PORT 

.Acv:!.sed OAS:J(PA) :-~gaz:!.:ne and Boor~ Div5.sion tr..at tee U::iivers.ity 
of Colo'rr..'l.do/Dr. ConC.on :::ave copy::-~g~t ~co t~e Ul''O :-eyort being do::-.~.e : o:-

. tr,e A.:_r I'.)!:;cr:. Praeger ?ubb.s!:ers r,z.ve asked .Of..SD for penT..issio::J. to 
::.:,<.:.'.)li!::!J. t:r,e rep-:>rt . OAS~ as~~ed tts to provic1e infor:::atioa on ,,rhich to 
be.se a re:pJ.y. Eoth OJ~-'-' ( J_ll.G) a~d Ge~eral Counsel aGree that tUJ.cer t!:e 
t.:.:::c:::s of t~e con·~ract o~t· .. ;ecn t::.e Air i!'orce and the Uni ve:::s:i. J.:,y of 
CoJ.ora.co) t1:e Uni ver,s:;_ J"Y has co:pyright a :-.d the Air For...:e i1a:.; exc::.usi ve 

· 1 lice:;.se to rerJroduc~ copies r."'or i ... ~s o· . ...-~ ·u3e--inclt~ding publislltr;g thl~Otlt;h 
t:'1.:.: ·Gc,rel~~~""":"~e~t ?ri~~tl::1g O~f:.ce. /Uso e .. d\'ised Cl1SJ to tell ?raege::.~ t!:at 
p~~lic~.~ion by G?O is a ::.:,ossib~lity so ?raeger can better eval~ate the 
;:..a.r:·::;;.:~:.-0ili .:C)' of t::e T'0!?0 ::'t. 
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PROJEC~ BLUZ BOOK 

.. 
POLICY STAT£~.:::;~~1' lJO . 10 

· UFO FIL~.;s A?-.!D PHO'l'OGJ.;,Fl!S -----·-··---------· .. ---~---.. 

The Air Force has no fib1s or photog:-c..phs that. 

indicate our pl~~et has been visited by extraterrestrial 

ve:1icles. P::otograp~s that have been sub::-..it.ted for evalu,-

ation in co~ju..1ctio~1 ·,rlth u~~o reports have undereone 

inte!1si ve r-~otographic analyse~:> a!':<l. none have proYided 

evidence th~t substantiate the presence of extra-

terrestrial vehicles. 1~--..ny ~·1idely circuL..,.ted photo-

grap:1s h?.ve never been subnitted to the Aj.r Force for 

compr~hm:sive a nalyses , The Air Force retm~ns e.ll 

original photogrc:.p~•s ar.d negatives to the o~·;ners upon 

completion of analJrses. Ro
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COST OF UNIDENTH1IED FLYING OBJECTS INVESTIGATIONS 

POLICY STATEMENT NO. 19 

Funds are not ·appropriated nor specifically ·identified i n 

budget cstimntes for the investigati?n of UFO reports submitted to 

the Air Force for evaluation. vfuen an UFO sighting is reported, it 

is the responsib~lity of whatever.Air Force base is nearest the 

sighting to conduct the initial investigation·. If ·this initial 

investigation does not yield a definite identification of the 

object sigqted 1 an additional investigation is conducted by ·an 

activity of the Air Force Systems Command (AFSC) located at 

1-Jright-Ps.tterson AFB, Ohio. .The nature of the task is such, that 

it cannot· be readily programmed, therefore, resourc.es available to 

:the Command are .. temporarily dive.rte9, to the effort. 

In view of the widely dispersed activities involved, the fact 

that (1) the effort is accoreplished by temporary diversion of 

resources, and ·(2) the activity is incidental when compared to the 

overall 'command operation , the Air Force has not established a 

separate accounting system to identify the costs associated with 

. the investigation of UFO reports. Such expenses, which relate to 

the Military Personnel and Operation and Naintenance appropria.'tions 1 

are relatively minor and do not warrant the expense of establis~ing 

a separate accounting system • 

• j 

I . ; . . 
·. . . 
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RELEASE OF UFO CASE FILES 

POLICY STATEMENT NO . 20 

Air Force policy does nbt permit release of case file 

on ~~y UFO investigation. However, unclassified summaries 

may be released . Authority for non- release is contained in 
. ~t:. 

AFR 11- 30, par. 4d(5) and @(g ), 27 June 1967. 
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PROJECT BLlf~ BOOK 

POLICY STA'l'E!/:EII!T NO . 22 

CONSTRUCTION OF A UFO OR FLYING SAUCER 

The Air Force has no scientific or technical interest 

in attempting to construct a l.h?O or a flying saucer.. Hence, 

all offers to assist vrith such a plan must be declined . 

I 
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FRO.J'ECT B1U£ BOOK 

POLICY STA'l'E.f.·lEi'JT NO . 23 

INSUF'F'ICIENT DATA 

Reports categorized as Insuffic_!~_Et J;h!_~ are those for vhich one or 

more eletr,cnts of i nformation essential for evaluation ere I;~isslng . 

Some examples ere the omission of t he duration of the sighting, date , 

time , l ocation , position in the sky, ,.,eath.er cond:i. tions, and the 

manner of appearance or disappearance . If an ele!!lent :i.s missing and 

there i s an indicat:i.on that t he sighting m3.y be of a security, scientific , 

t echnical , or public interes t value , the Pro j ect Blue Book Off5. ce 

conducts a:-1 e.dditional investigation end every atte:npt is made to 

obtain the i nforr!:ation necess3.ry for evaluation. Ho'vrever , in some 

instances , essential information cannot be obtained , and no further 

action can 'te ts.ken . I n no instence is the Insufficient Data category 

ever used as a ''cove.:::--up" for those sightines 'I-Illich a!':alysts are unable 

to identify. 
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PROJEC~' BLUE BOOK 

POLICY STATEMENT NO . 26 

NUMBER OF UFO REPORTS EACH YEAR 

The number of UFO reports va r y from year - to-year for a number 

of rea sons. Some f ac t ors that i nfluence the number of UFO's repor t ed 

are : specific technological developments , pr eva iling weather conditions, 

news stories, and public interest . For i nstance, in 1957, t here vas 

a sign1.ficant increase in UFO reports after the launch of t he first 

Sputnik satellit e . From August 31 to September 3, 1965, a tempera t ure 

inversion •Tas respons i ble for several repor t s f rom the Jvlid-•rest . Nevrs 

stories and public interest are directly related; these fac t ors vrere 

r esponsibile for the great number of sight ing s in 1952. 
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PROJECT BLUE· BOOK 

POLICY STATEMENT NO. 26 

Release of Colorado UFO Report 

At the request of the Air Force, the University of Colorado 

submitted the report of its study directly to the National Academy 

of Sciences on November 15, 1968. The Academy will provide an 

independent assessment of the schope, methododology, and findings 

of the report. 

The National Academy of Sciences' review is expected to be 

completed in about two months. Once the review is completed, the 

report and the Academy ' s remarks will be submitted to the Air Force. 

No copies of the report will be available while the Academy is 

reviewing it. The Department of Defense will· release the report 

to the public as soon as practicable after the Academy review is 

complete. 
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· I n J anuary 1953 the Sc ientific Advisory Panel, composed of well-known 

~espected scientist s, met end discussed the problem of unidentified 

.·:::..ying object s. 

~he following is an extract from their report: 

~'e panel •.• has reviewed a selection of the best documented 

i • c:dents ••• We firmly believe that there is no residuum 

c ... cases which indicat'es phenomena which are attributable to 

~o~eign artifacts capable of hostile acts, and that there is 

no ev~dence that the phenomena , indicate a need for the revision 

o~ cu=rent scientific concepts. The panel further concludes 

t~t the continued emphasis on the reporting of these phe-

~~~e does, in these perilous times, result in ·a threat to the 

o ·ie~:y functioning o~ the protective organs of the body 

o:it~c . We cite as examples the clogging of channels of 

~ '.."l::.cation by irre·.evant reports, the danger of being led 

co""tinued f alse a!.·.rms to i gnore real indications of 

h ~t::..le action, and t'"!.e cultivation of a morbid national 

~ ·s~e~::.cel behavior e~d harmful distrust of duly constituted 

~~ce~ber 1951 a pr~vate industrial concern was contracted to do 

'l ::.nc: ?t!J. study of t he un:·.o.entified flying object phenomenon . In 1955 they 

~:e~s ~ t~e~r repo~t that is commonl y known as Special Report Number 14. 
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':::'h:!..s report reduced and evolus.ted all uniden~ified f lying objects data 

~~lc in Ai~ Force files. T~e conclusions o~ the scientists who conducted , 
I 

1~!:e study ',rere: 

It can never be absolutely proven thet "Flyir.g Saucers" do not 

ex!st . . •.. Scientifically evaluated and arranged> the date as 

c. '.·~hole did not sho'" any marked patterns or trends. • • A 

critical examination o~ t~e distributions of the i~portant 

characteristics of si&~tings, plus an intensive study of the 

sightings evaluated as unknown, led to the conclusion that a 

co~bination of factors . . . resulted in the failure to identify 

e.s Knom1s most of the objects classified as Unknowns. An in ten-

sive study aimed at finding a verified exa~le of a "Flying 

Se.ucer" or at deriving a verified model or models r:f "Flying 

Sc..ucers" led to tne conclusion that neither goal could be 

atteined using the present data. 

r·~~ is emphasized the.t there was e. complete lac~ of any valid 

e·::'.dence consist::.ng o'!: :;>hysica l ~tter in any case of a 

l'e::•orted unidentified o.erial object. Thus, the probabliity 

t~~:.t any of the u..'lk:lo' :1s considered in this study are "F:ying 

S':'.ucers" is concluded to be extremely small> since t!le most 

.':: CIY:t::;lete end reliable reports fro~ the present. date, when isolated. 

::\""'~ studied, conclusi\·~ly !'ailed to reveal even a rough model, 

ano. since the de.ta as a i·rnole failed to reveal any marked 

:pe:t.terns or trends. 

':'::.:;~efore, on the basis of this evalue.tio::J. of the information> it 

~3 considered to be h::.jr~y improbably t~at ~ny ~f the r~rts of 
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unidentified eer~el oo~ects exanined in this study represent 

observations of tec~~ological developments outside the renge 

of present-day scie::l'-::..:'ic kno•,rled.ge. 
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PROJECT BLUE BOOK 

POLICY STATEMENT NO. 29 

PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION OF PROJECT BLUE BOOK CASE FILES 

Air Force investors of r eported unidentified flying objects (UFO' s ) 

often have found witnesses reluctant to cooperate , both because t hey fear 

be.ing approached by countless other investors and because of the possibility 

of having their names appear, or even be ridiculed, in the media . To 

r eceive the cooperation and candor necessary f or thorough investigations, 

the Air Force has thus followed a practice of confidentiality. Because , 

as the Univer sity of Colorado r eport noted, identification of witnesses 

i s irrelevant from a scientific standpoint to the facts under s tudy, a 

uniform .practice of omitting names and addresses has been followed i n 

the release of Project Blue Book case files. Air Force personnel are 

accorded t he same consideration . 
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