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PREFACE

T
HIS book has been prepared as
part of the project of the Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commis-

sion to commemorate in a complete and
lasting manner the accomplishments
and services of the American forces in
Europe during the World War.

It is a revision of a book entitled “A
Guide to the American Battlefields in
Europe” which was published by the
Commission in 1927. The text, how-
ever, has been enlarged considerably
to meet also the need for a concise
reference book and a brief history of
the American Expeditionary Forces.

Because of space limitations, prac-
tically all information concerning the

summary of the services of the Ameri-
can divisions in that part of France
covered by the chapter, and a colored
map which will aid in understanding
the operations and which will be of use
in following the described route.

The American fighting in the Cham-
pagne region and in the battle area
north of Paris is described in Chap-
ters V and VI. In these regions the
American operations were in most
cases those of units not larger than a
division, and the areas in which they
took place are quite far apart. Chap-
ter V contains a detailed itinerary for
the Champagne region and Chapter
VI a suggested route for an extended

Allied Armies has been omitted. This % tour in the region north of Paris.
omission should not be construed as a
lack of appreciation of the magnitude
of their efTort, but rather as a recog-
nition of the fact that any attempt to
describe the operations of their armies
during four years of fighting could not,
as an incident to a book of this char-
acter, do justice to their importance.

Every possible precaution has been
taken to insure the accuracy of the
historical statements made in this text
and each one has been subjected to
careful scrutiny by the Chairman of
the Commission and to several inde-
pendent checks by a corps of selected
officers from the Regular Army. The
documents and other evidence sup-
porting the historical statements have
been listed and these lists form part of
the files of the Commission.

The three areas in which American
troops in relatively large numbers
engaged in battle are dealt with in
Chapters II, III and IV. Each of
these chapters consists of a short
general story and a detailed itinerary
which takes the tourist to the most
interesting points of the terrain and
describes the American operations
which occurred there. Each chapter
also includes a list giving places of
interest not described on the tour, a

Special attention is invited to Chap-
ters XI and XII which give informa-
tion about the military cemeteries and
war memorials constructed in Europe
by the United States Government.

Numerous sketches and maps are
used to give a graphic picture of the
American fighting and its relationship
to the combnt services of the Allied
Armies. Included among these are
three 1urge maps inside the renr cover
which show the American operations
in the Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel and
Meuse-Argonne regions, t~e three
areas in France where most of the
American fighting occurred.

The wartime photographs in the
volume were selected with a view to
giving a comprehensive pictorial story
of the American war activities in
Europe. Certain of the photographs
were obtained from the British Impe-
rial War Museum and the German
Heeresarchiv, and cannot be repro-
duced without their permission. These
copyright pictures are identified in the
titles by the symbols @ B and @ G,
respectively. Copies of most of the
other photographs may be purchased
at the usual rate from the Photographic
Division, Oflice of the Chief Signal
Officer, U.S. Army, Washington, D. C.
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A large part of the interesting in-
formation in this book, including all
detailed accounts of actual fighting,
is given in the described tours. If the
battlefields cannot be visited, it is sug-
gested that the tours be read and fol-
lowed on the maps. While doing this
the panoramic sketches will be of help
in obtaining an idea of the terrain.

Those who read this book from be-
ginning to end will note some repeti-
tion. This was found necessary to meet
the needs of the various classes of
readers for whom the book is intended.

Many statements are made in the
text concerning conditions or things
which will change with the passing of
time. These statements refer, of
course, to 1937, the year this book
was placed in the hands of the printer.

For the benefit of those who desire
to mdce a more complete study of the
American battle operations in Europe,
the Commission is now preparing a
series of booklets giving detailed data
concerning the combat services of the
.bneric:m divisions. A booklet will
be published for each division which
will be illustrated by large maps, scale
1/20,000, showing the daily front lines
of the unit. The ‘first of the series
of these booklets will be on sale by the
Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington,
D. C., during the summer of 1938.

It would be impossible here to give
credit individually to all those who
have made this book possible. Special
mention is made, however, of Lieuten-
ant Colonel .X. H. Price, Corps of Engi-
neers, U. S. Army, the Secretary of the
Commission, under whose personal
supervision the book has been pre-
pared, and the following members of
the Commission staff whose pains-
taking and careful work was invaluable
in its preparation: Major Howard F.
K. Cahill, Infantry, U. S. Army, Mr.
James E. Mangum, Major Henry O.
Swindler, Infantry, U.S. Army, Major
I-Ial M. Rose, Cavalry, U, S. Army,
Captain John R. Vance, Infantry, U. S.

Army, Captain Richard P. Ovenshine,
Infantry, U. S. Army, 1st Lieutenant
Bream C. Patrick, Field Artillery, U. S.
Army, and Mr. Richard A. Hansen.

It is desired also to make acknowl-
edgment of the assistance given by
other agencies of the Government in
the preparation of this volume, nota-
bly the Adjutant General of the Army,
who made available the World War
records and furnished other essential
information; the Historical Section of
the Army War College, which placed
its records at the disposal of the Com-
mission and cooperated in other ways
in searching out historical facts; the
Engineer Reproduction Plant of the
United States Army for its help in
connection with the preparation of
sketches and maps and the printing
of the larger maps; the Signal Corps
of the Army for assistance in selecting
and furnishing photographs; the Quar-
termaster General for important in-
formation concerning medals, troop
movements and burials; the Navy
Department for supplying important
factk from its files; the Department
of State and the military attacht$e in
Europe, who obtained from foreign
countries such data as were requested;
the Smithsonian Institution, which
kindly loaned certain medals for re-
production in charts of this book; the
library of the Army War College and
the Library of Congress, which placed
at the disposal of the Commission nu-
merous official documents and works
of reference; and the Government
Printing Office, which actually printed
the book in addition to furnishing ad-
vice concerning its make-up.

As future editions of this book will
no doubt be published, suggestions for
its improvement from men who par-
ticipated in the activities of the Amer-
ican Expeditionary Forces are invited.

AMERICANBATTLE MONUMENTS
COMMISSION,

JOHN J. PERSHING,
Chairman.
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THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 1918

AND THE ORGANIZATION

OF THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

THE WAR BEFORE THE ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES

F
o R some years prior to 1914 the which comprised Germany, Austria-
great countries of Europe had been Hungary and Italy. The other was
divided into two rival groups. the Triple Entent.e, which consisted

One of these was the Triple “Alliance, of France, Great Britain and Russia.

Status of European Powers, August 9, 1914

❑ Allied ■ Central El Neutral
o IWOMlla,

(1)



2 THE WORLD WAR

The Triple Alliance, dominated by
Germany, was the first to be formed and
was initiated by Germany as a part of
an ambitious plan to create a great world
empire with herself at its head. In
furtherance of this plan Germany had
established close relationships with
Turkey and some of the Balkan states,
had extended her colonies by peaceful
means and seizure, and had launched
upon a program of military and naval
expansion with the idea of becoming
supreme on land and sea.

Great Britain, France and Russia,
realizing their individual danger if called
upon to act alone against a combination
of powers such as the Triple Alliance,
had formed the Triple Entente.

Belgium was not identified with either
the l’riple Alliance or the Triple Ilntente,
as her neutrality had been guaranteed by
all members of both groups except Italy.

Various incidents which occurred before
1914 had almost caused war between the
two groups and each incident had in-
creased to some extent the strain which
existed between them.

EVENTSOF 1914

The breaking point came when the
Crown Prince of Austria was assassinated
on June 28, 1914, while inspecting troops
in the Austrian city of Serajevo, near
the Serbian border. Austria at once
accused Serbia of having instigated the

TO MAY 28, 1918

crime and adopted an aggressive attitude
in the diplomatic negotiations which
ensued. Serbia went to great lengths to
prevent war with her powerful neighbor,
and after submitting to practically all
the demands made upon her, agreed to
arbitrate the others. Austria, however,
confident of the support of ~ermany in
a war of aggression, refused to accept the
Serbian proposals and declared war
against her on July 28, 1914.

Austria started mobilizing her army
and Russia soon thereafter did likewise.
Germany demanded that the Russian
mobilization cease at once, and at the
same time sent an ultimatum to France
requiring that nation to state immediately
her intentions in case of a Russo-German
war. Receiving no reply from Russia,
and a statement. from France that she
would do what her own interests dictated,
Germany declared war against Russia on
August 1 and against France on August 3.

Italy asserted that her agreements as a
member of the Triple. Alliance did not
compel her to take part in a war of ag-
gression and announced her neutrality.
Great Britain did not enter the war until
August 4, when it became certain that
Germany had violated Belgian neutrality
by invading that country regardless of her
solemn agreement not to do so.

By that date, therefore, Germany and
Austria-Hungary, commonly known as
the Central Powers, were at war against



THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 191S 3

ApproximateRoutesFollowedby the Invading
GermanArmies in 1914

~ Limit of German Advance September 6-9, 1914
----u International Boundary @French Fortification

the Allies, consisting of France, Russia,
Great Britain, Serbia and Belgium, which
were joined by Montenegro a few days
later. Four of these nations, France and
Russia of the Allies, and Germany and
Austria of the Central Powers, were able
to place large, well trained armies in the
field at once. Serbia, Belgium and
Montenegro had relative] y small armies
and Great Britain’s organized power was

mainly centered in her navy which at
that time was the strongest in the world.

Believing that in the event of war
Russia would mobilize her forces much
more slowly than France, Germany, prior
to the opening of hostilities, had made
plans to crush the latter by a sudden and
powerful offensive. According to these
plans Austria and comparatively small
German forces were to engage Russia on



4 TIIE wORLD WAR

the east until France could be defeated,
after which the combined strength of the
Central Powers was to be sent against
Russia to impose the same fate on her.

Immediately after the declaration of
wur the German Army began the invasion
of France, using all natural avenues of
approach, including that through neutral
Belgium. In spite of heroic resistance
by the Belgians, and the vital aid rendered
the French by Great Britain’s compara-
tively small expeditionary force, the Allies
were forced back rapidly to the general
line of the Marne River. Making a
determined stand in early September,
they withstood further attacks and so
threatened the enemy’s right that his
armies were compelled to retire to a posi-
tion behind the Aisne River.

Following this battle both sides realized
that the war would not end quickly and
each, knowing tlm supreme importance

TO MAY 28, 1918

to future military operations of the ports
of northwestern France, ordered certain
of their units to secure possession of these
ports with all haste. If they had fallen
to the Germans, not only would British
military operations have been badly
hampered, but Germany would have
secured excellent bases for naval activi-
ties. In this famous “race to the sea”
the Allies succeeded in retaining all
ports southwest of Ostend..

At the end of these operations neither of
the contending forces on the Western
Front had sufficient superiority to under-
take a major offensive, and each began
to stabilize its position by the use of
every artificial means available. Elabo-
rate trench systems, defended by unprec-
edented numbers of machine guns and
other quick-firing weapons, were built
along the front and broad belts of barbed
wire were constructed. These continuous

1 — Front Line of March 20, 1918 ‘“--— InternationalBoundary



A Gas Attack on the WesternFront

defenses, with the hostile lines separated
in many places by only a narrow strip of
ground, resulted in the type of fighting
known as “trench warfare”.

During the advance of her armies to-
ward Paris, Germany became greatly
alarmed at the speed of the Russi&n mo-
bilization and the progress of that coun-
try’s offensive against East Prussia.
This situation, caused the German High
Command, even before the Battle of the
Marne, to weaken the force invading
France by .withdrawing approximately
90,000 mep from its right wing—where
they were so badly needed later—and
starting them eastward to meet the Rus-
sian threat. The units withdrawn al-
most equaled in ‘nUmbers the strength of
the British Army in France at that time.

Generals von Hindenburg and von
Ludendorff came into prominence in
August when they were ordered to the
German Eastern Army as Commander
and Chief of Staff, respectively. The suc-
ceeding operations under their direction
were characterized by rapid movements
and crushing attacks, in which the losses
inflicted on Russia were stupendous. The
Russian Armies were hurled out of East
Pruasiabythe decisive German victories at
Tannenberg and the Mazurian Lakes, and
farther south were soon thereafter pushed
back toward Warsuw. Still farther south,

however, the Russians succeeded in driving
the Austrian troops west of the passes
through the Carpathiun Mountains.

(5)
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Turkey entered the war on the side of
the Central Powers in November 1914,
thus threatening Great Britain’s commu-
nications with the East by way of the
Suez Canal. As a result, many thousands
of Allied soldiers, always badly needed on
the French front, were employed through-
out the war in operations near the eastern
end of the Mediterranean Sea.

Germany was in a very strong position
at the close of the year. She had inflicted
staggering losses on the Russians; was in
possession of practically all of Belgium
and of industrial areas in France which
contained about three fourths of the
French coal and iron deposits; and al-
though the German colonies were virtual-
ly lost, her home resources had not been
damaged by invasion and were still intact.

EVENTS OF 1915

Italy entered the war in lMay 1915 on
the side of the Allies. This caused a large
proportion of Austria’s strength to be
withdrawn from the eastern and south-
eastern theaters of operations and be sent
from there for service on the Italian front.

During the year the French and British
launched several offensives against the
Germans, the most important being the
attacks begun in September by the French
and British Armies north of Arras and
by the French Army in the Champagne.
These operations however did not produce
any material change in the military situa-
tion on the Western Front.

On April ?2, 1915, poison gas was used
for the first time during the war when
the Germans employed it against French
troops serving in the line near Ypres.

Germany was again victorious against
Russia in a series of desperate battles.
Bulgaria, which entered the war on the
side of the Central Powers in October,
joined in the offensive that overran Serbia
and Montenegro, while the Allied expedi-
tion to the Dardanelles was shattered and
withdrawn immediately after the close of
the year. The British Fleet held the mas-
tery of the seas, but the submarine block-
ade which Germany had established in
February was becoming a serious menace
to Allied supply, both civil and military.

EVENTS Ol? 1916

The Central Powers, believing they
had nothing to fear from Russia, planned
a vigorous campaign in the west for
1916. In February they began inten-
sive assaults against Verdun, which con-
tinued for months, only to dash them-
selves to pieces against French heroism.
The German pressure at Verdun was re-
lieved as a result of the British and French
offensive on the Somme which began on
July 1 and resulted in enormous losses
to all armies engaged. It was during this
battle that tanks were used for the first
time, being employed by the British in
an attack on September 15.

The German Fleet made a sortie in
May and met the British on the North Sea
in the Battle of Jutkmd, the principal na-
val engagement of the war. This battle
resulted in the loss of several vessels on
each side, but was not decisive. It ter-
minated when the German Fleet with-
drew to its fortified harbors, which it did
not leave again in force during the war.

Lmge German Gua in ilclion on the
WesternFront. @ G
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Russia astonished the world by her
powers of recuperation, and in June
practically destroyed the Austrian Army
of Galicia. When the Austrian Army in
Italy was defeated in August, and Ru-
mania entered the war against the Central
Powers in the same month, it became
necessary that Austria be rescued without
delay. Germany, quickly passing to the
defensive in the west, started the eastern
offensives which not only marked the
beginning of the end for Russia but re-
sulted in the elimination of Rumania
before the close of the year.

In August General von Hindenburg
was appointed Chief of the General Staff
of the German Field Army. Offers of
peace made by the Central Powers in
the month of December were spurned by
the Allied Governments as insincere.

EYE~TS OF 1917 TQ APRIL 6

The German High Command decided
to remain on the defensive in the west
during 1917. TO further this purpose, it

greatly disrupted the Allied plans by
devastating a large area in the vicinity of
P&onne and by withdrawing from that
area to a previously-prepared defensive
position of great strength.

Germany renewed unrestricted sub-
marine warfare in February and her
U-boats were making alarming inroads
on Allied shipping when the United
States entered the war.

Meanwhile the Allies had decided to
undertake offensives on a large scale. In
April, a few days after the United States
declared war, the British began the Battle
of .Arras, and the French the Second Battle
of the Aisne. These attacks gained some
ground but the losses suffered by the
atta~’king troops were very great, espe-
cial])- in the battle on the Aisne. The
resulrs created a serious situation in the
French Army and brought grave dis-
cour:lgement to the Allies. With Russia’s
strength waning fast, this was almost final
proof that without additional help the
.A1lieswould be unable to defeat Germany.
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British Hospital Ship Glwce,rerCu~//e-To~doed in the Mediterranean,April 1917



REASONS FOR THE ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES

INTO THE WORLD WAR

THE United States was in eve~ respect
a neutral nation at the beginning of

the World War. The sympathies of the
American citizens were naturally divided,
but as the causes which brought on the
conflict were considered by the mass of
the people to be of no direct concern to
the United States, the attitude of the
country as a whole was one of neutrality.

Early in the war, however, the activi-
ties of the warring nations on the high
seaa began to interfere with American
maritime trade. Allied interference with
American commerce cauaed an exchange
of vigorous diplomatic notes with Great
Britain while differences with Germany
over the use of the submarine became
particularly irritating. It soon developed
that Germany intended to d~regard a
fundamental pnnciple of international
law which up to that time in hmtory had
remained unquestioned. This was that
neither merchant vessels of the enemy
nor those of neutrals could be lawfully
sunk without first taking steps to remove
the passengers and crew.

The first serious difficulty with Ger-
many arose when on February 4, 1915,
she proclaimed that the waters surround-
ing Great Britain and Ireland would be
regarded as part of the war zone in which
enemy merchant vessels would be de-
stroyed and in which even neutral vessels
were in danger of destruction without
assurance that the passengera and crew
could be saved. The United States
strongly protested this action which would
endanger American lives and property,
reminding Germany that under the condi-
tions which existed her sole right under
international law in dealing with neutral
vessels on the high seas was limited to
that of visit and search.

The German reply was unsatisfactory,
stating in effect that the German Govern-
ment would not be responsible for the
consequences to neutral shiPs if they
entered the waters announced by it as

closed. The sinking of unarmed vessels
soon occurred without any attempt being
made to save those on board. This
destruction of people innocent of any
connection with the war reached ita
climax on the afternoon of May 7, 1915,
when the British liner Lm”tani~ was
sunk, without warning, by a German
submarine off the coast of Ireland.
1,195 lives were lost, including 124
Americans and 94 children, of which
number 35 were infanta.

The United States protested on May
13 and, in answer to the German Gover-
nment’s reply, reiterated its position on
June 9, .1915, stating that the United
States was contending for something
much greater than mere rights of property
or privilegai of commerce—that it was
contending for ,the rights of humanity.

On July “8, 1915, Germany asaured the
United States that American shipa wotid
not be hindered in the prosecution of
legitimate shipping and. that the lives of
American citizens on neutrvd vessels
would not be placed in jeopardy provided
there was no contraband on board. This
reply failed to meet the real issue and
Germany was informed” that a repetition
by commanders of German naval vessels
of acts in contravention to the rights of
the American Government, where they
affected the lives of American citizens,
would be considered as deliberate y
unfri~ndly to the United Statea.

On August 19,1915, the British steamer
Arabic was sunk without warning and two
American Iivea were lost. Germany dis-
avowed this act but offered an indemnity.

The events up to this time had brought
a gradual change in the attitude of the
people of the United States toward the
war. The violation of B~lgian neutrality
by Germany, in spite of her definite
written pledges to respect it, naturally
had an unfavorable reaction on the major-
ity of the people in America and left them
with the impreaaion that the German

(9)
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The Lviatban, Formerly the German Liner Vatdatd,
Being Used as an American Transport

Government would stop at nothing to
gain its ends. This idea was strength-
ened by Germany’s submarine policy
pursued in utter disregard of the prop-
erty and lives of neutrals engaged in
peaceful pursuits. Other contributing
factors were the persistent reporta of
alleged German atrocities, acts of German
sabotage in the United States, the first
use of poison gas in warfare, considered at
that time as an inhuman weapon, by the
German Army on April 22, 1915, and
patently false propaganda emanating
from the German Embassy at Washing-
ton. This propaganda became so ob-
noxious to the press of America that they
complained to the President with the
result that the member of the German
Embassy staff responsible for it was forced
to return to Germany.

During the early part of 1916 the de-
struction of unarmed ships continued and
on April 18 the President notified Ger-
many that unless she at once abandoned
her methods of submarine warfare against

commercial vessels, diplomatic relations
would be severed. Germany then prom-
ised that passenger ships would not be
sunk, that due warning would be given to
all other vessels which her submarines
might seek to destroy, when no resistance
was offered or escape attempted, and that
care would be taken that the crews were
given a reasonable chance to save them-
selves in their life boats.

This promise relieved the tension and
relations between the two countries be-
came more nearly normal during the next
nine months. The situation, however,
again grew critical when on January 31,
1917, Germany revoked her pledges to
the United States and announced that it
was her purpose to use submarines to
sink every vessel which sought to ap-
proach either the ports of Great Britain
and Ireland or the western coasts of
Europe or any of the ports controlled by
the enemies of Germany within the Medi-
terranean. President Wilson at once
broke off diplomatic relations. He did
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not, however, then recommend a declara-
tion of war, stating to Congress that he
could not take such an extreme step
unless the German Government should
actually carry out its threat of sinking
ships under the conditions to which the
United States expressly objected.

Events which drove the United States
into war now developed rapidly. On
February 26, 1917, the President re-
quested Con gress to give hlm authority
to equip American merchant ships with
defensive arms should that become neces-
sary. Two days later the President gave
to the press the contents of a telegram
which had been intercepted by the British
Government late in January. This tele-
gram had been sent by the German
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Arthur
Zimmerman, through the German Em-
bassy in Washington to the German
Minister in Mexico City. It proposed
that, in the event. of war between the
United States and Germany, an alliance
be formed between Mexico and Germany

TO MAY 2s, 191s 11

and that Mexico endeavor to persuade
Japan to desert the Allies and align her-
self with the Central Powers. Mexico
was to be allowed “to reconquer her lost
territory in Texas, New Mexico and
Arizona”. The effect of the publication
of this telegram upon the American people
was instantaneous and widespread. It
seemed to crystalline pubiic opinion into
a strong feeling of hostility toward
German y. The House f Representatives

$promptly passed the bi to authorize the
arming of merchant, ships and, although
due to a filibuster the measure failed to
pass the Senate before its adjournment on
March 4, it was clear that the overwhelm-
ing sentiment of Congre=s was in f aver
of the passage of the bill.

After the sinking of American shipa by
German submarines had actually oc-
curred, the President addressed a special
session of Congreaa on April 2, 1917,
saying that under Germany’s new policy
“Vessels of every kind, whatever their
flag, their character, their cargo, their





destination, their (rrand, have been

ruthlessly sent 1,() tll, l)oitom without
warning und witll(] {(L thought of help
or mercy for those (,o board, the ves-
sels of friendly n(,ltra]s along with
those of belligerents. Even hospital
ships and ships carrying relief to the
sorely bereaved :ilid stricken people
of Belgium . . . ha, e been sunk with
the same reckless lm:k of compassion
and of principle. ” lie further stated
that he was not “thiilking of the loss of
property, immense a]i, iserious as that is,
but only of the wa[it.on and wholesale
destruction of the, lives of non-combat-
ants, men, women, ulld children, engaged
in pursuits which hi(ve always, even in
the darkest periods of modern history,
been deenled inr )cent and legiti-
mate . . . “ He t}], o advised that war
be declared against ( Ile Imperial German
C<)vernmeni,. Congl ,.ss, with but few
dissenting votes, ai)proved this recom-
mendation and war was declared against
Germany on April 6, 1917.

%iph+mat.ic relatio,wiere severed with
Austria-1 Iutlgary two (lays lat(:r, I)ut
war was not actutilly declared irgainst her
until December 7, 1917.

The President t(,, k great care in his
speech to Congress i,n April 2, 1917, to
announce the sin,., and attitude of
America. IIe sai(i: “’We have no selfish
ends to serve. We desire no conquest,
no dominion. We seek no indemnities
for ourselves, no material compensation
for the sacrifice we shall freely make.
We are but one of t.hi, champions of the
rights of mankind . . , We enter this

/---
war only wl;ere we are clearly forced .’
into it, because there are no other means
of defending our rights. ”

Both the sincerity of his statement
and the correctness of his interpretation
of the national aims and ideals of the
United States were forcibly proved to
the world, when, at the peace table in
Versailles many months later, the Ameri-
can Government demanded neither one
dollar of indemnity nor one square mile
of territory from the defeated nations.

AIIWIic;~nTroops P;irading in London,
August 15, 1917

(13)
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ORGANIZATION

OF THE AMliRICAN EXPEDIT.10NARY FORCES

AND FORMATION OF ITS COMBAT ARMY

T HE great t:. sk facing tl]e United Navy and by building commercial ships to
Stat4+ whel) ..ilc entered the war wus rcpkrct? l(Jsses. The Allies also urgr!d Lhfit

to place III)the f~l ,,t as quickly as possible an Americ:ln unit be sen~ over at once for
an Ameri{.an orn~j
sufficiently stronx
to give the com-
bined Allied and
American forces it
decisivesuperiori~y
over the Central
Powers. It was
evident that con-
siderable time
would elilpse he-
fww Ameri(w cOUI(I
uct. uallyhuve more
then a nominal
force in the battle
lines, as her very
small Regular
Army, numberinf:
less t,l)an 135,00(1
men, wus scattered
in weak detach-
ments throughout
her home territory
and outlying pos-
sessiot]s. There
were no complete
and permanent
units larger th:m
regim(!nls, ilt)ll

even these units
,,vere not suitably
equipped and or-
ganiz(xl for major
operations.

The Allies asked,
however, tll:lt
immediate help IIe
renclered }}y otl,<:r
means, and U])i))l
their r(,(trr(+st tl,i:
unit~:d Stii L(:,
luane.1 them lluM!

the effect on the
morale of their
armies and fIeOrJ]e.

Accordingly, the
1st Division was
formed from exist-
ing organizations
and sent to k’rmce
where most of its
el(lm(,nts l;tn(le(l
on Jtlll(! 2(;, 1917.

hl:~j,lr (;(,i){,ra]

J()]]n .). l’(,rxl)ing 1
wus d(, signatc(l
C()]])rn:l nder-i]l -
Chief oftheAn]eri-
can Expeditionary
Forces effective
on Ihl:ly 26, 1!)17,
iln[l s(~l.v(>(l cl)ll -
tinuous]y in thiit
capacity until the
Armistice w:is
signed :ind the
Army W;IS remob-
ilized. IIe landed

in France on June
13, 1917> a(’com-
pani(d l)y it Slndl

stafl’, and imm(~(li-
ately plunged into
the preliminary
work of organizing
the A. E. F.

After a t.h{JroU~h

study of the situa-
tion, General
Pershing cabled
the War Depart-
ment early in
July thnt, every
effort should

sl~rns(If r))(jrl(,y,M IILth(,m grwat ({~iilrititics I)e made to hav{? an American army in
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Strategical Features Influencing Selection of the
Lorraine Front for the American Army

T.A sur-Marne
o

d Z’I- 25

following May. He pointed out that this various cla&es should be sent; and the
figure d[d not represent the total number
required, and recommended that plans for
the further development of the military
forces of the United States should con-
template placing 3,000,000 American
soldiers in the field in Europe.

Decisions affecting the organization,
size and equipment of various units;
methods of training to be followed; the
priority in which troops and supplies of

requirements of the army in special
equipment and personnel were cabled to
Washington. These cables formed the
basis of the War Department’s policies in
mobilizing the great National Army in
1917 and 1918, and enabled the authori-
ties in the United States to proceed with
their tasks in such a way as best to meet
the needs of the fighting forces in France.

One decision which had a marked
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influence on the luter operations of the
American Army was that all training
should be conducted in preparation for
offensive warfare in ‘the open. “Trench
warfare”, although practically the only
method of combat being taught in the
Allied Armies at that time, was con-
sidered by the American Commander-in-
Chief only as a special phase of military
operations which, if allowed to assume
too great importance in training, could
not fail to inculcate a defensive rather
than an aggressive spirit in the army.

Another important decision was that
affecting the size of the American combat
division, which as organized for service in
France was about twice the strength of
any European division. Under the con-
ditions then existing this resulted in
giving to tbe American division much
greater driving power in the offensive
than that possessed by any other.

General Pershing’s instructions from
the Secretary of War upon sailing’ for
Europe had stated that he must cooperate
with the Alli(,s “l)ut. in so doing tl)e under-
lying idea must be kept in View that the
forces of the United Sttites are a sep?rate
and distinct component of the cmn-
bined f(,r(.es, the ident ity-of which must

“ro hlAY 28, 1918 17

be preserved”. These instructions were
fuithfu]ly carried out by General Pershing
who insisted throughout the war, in
spite of the greatest pressure from tbe
Allies, each of whom was influenced to
some extent t)y its own special interests,
that the forces under his command should
constitute an American army under its
own flag and its own commander. This
basic idea was kept constantly in mind
in organizing the American Expedi-
tionary Forces and proved to be a decisive
factor in the defeat of Germany.

Agreements had to be reached very
quickly with the Allies as to where the
American Army should be located, in
order that the necessary preparations for
its development and use could be ini-
titited. With the British forces placed
to cover the channel ports and the French
Armies committed to the protection of
Paris, the transportation systems in these
regions were heavily burdened. The
necessity for the supply and movement
of additional forces made it essential for
the Arnorican Army to choose” a less
crowded area where roads and railways
were relatively free. The fact that there
were few troops in Lorruine and that rail
fa(,ili(ivs, altl)ough (Jx((’n(ling ticross the
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entire width of France, were available
for transporting men and supplies from
the French ports south of Le Havre to
the Lorraine sector, were important con-
siderations which finally decided its choice
as the American front.

Another factor in the selection was the
determination of the Commander-in-
Chief to place his forces where their
employment would decisively affect the
outcome of the war. The coal and iron
mines near Metz, the fortress itself and the
essential railway systems at Sedan and
to the southeast, all made the area pro-
tected by the Lorraine front of vital
importance to Germany. Of the terri-
tory within striking distance of the West-
ern Front, this was the area which she
could least afford to lose, because on ita
retention depended her ability to main-
tain the German Armies west of the Rhine.
The American Army in Lorraine would,
therefore, be admirably located to strike
at the most important German strategi-
cal area near the battle front.

The lack of vessels seriously retarded
the transfer of troops to France, and the
question was one of grave concern to the
American Commander-in-Chief. At the
begipning of 1918 agreements were made
by him with the British for the use of a
portion of their tonnage as they con-
trolled most of the world’s shipping at
that time. It, however, took the crisis
caused by the German offensive in March
of that year to bring out the amount of
Allied shipping that made possible the

TO MAY 28, 1916

remarkable increase of American arrivals
to a maximum in one month of over
300,000 officers and men.

This crisis interrupted the formation
of an American army as the succession of
German drives in the spring of 1918 re-
quired the use of every available Ameri-
can and Allied division if defeat was to
be avoided. It was at this time that
General Pershing went to General Foch
and freely offered him the use of every
American man and gun in France.

When the American divisions had com-
pleted their part in the emergency and
had @dsted in the subsequent counter-
offensive which turned the tide in favor
of the Allies, the American Commander-
in-Chief, despite renewed opposition on
the part of the Allies, again insisted upon
their assembly into one force, and soon
thereafter this was resumed.

The American First Army was organ-
ized on August 10, 1918, and immediately
started preparations for the reduction of
the St. Mihiel salient, which was to be its
first large offensive operation.

Meanwhile, in spite of the handicaps
of a foreign country and language and the
long line of communications to the
United States, a multitude of tasks had
been accomplished in order that the
American forces could begin operations
when the divisions became available.
Staffs had been organized and trained;
docks, railways, roads; depots, hospitals,
bridges, and telegraph and telephone lines
had been built; ammunition and supplies
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had been collected; intensive training sidered that, exce~t for four 14-inch navaf
schemes had been put into effect; an~
plans for the future military operations
of the American Army on the Western
front had been studied and perfected.

The Commander-in-Chief, having fore-
seen that # considerable part of the artil-
lery, airplanes and tanks necessary for a
large force could not be bbtained from
American sources for some time to come,
had made arrangements to purchase large
quantities of them from the Allies. The
wisdom of this is evident when it is con-

guns on railway-mounts, the American
First Army throughout its entire service
on the front did not fire an American-
made cannon or shell, and that no Amer-
ican-made tank was ever available in
Europe for use in battle.

Finally, after months of patient and un-
remitting labor, during which obstacles of
every nature had been met and overcome,
tbe American Army was ready on the
morning of September 12, 1918, for its

first great attack as an independent army.
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AND SUMMARY OF EVBNTS TO MAY 28, 1918

T HE military situation in June 1917 The sacrifice by France of a large pro-

waa very favorable to Germany and portion of her man power, and the pres-

her morale was high. Practically all her ence of hostile armies on her soil for three

offensives, with the exceptions of the Bat- years, had caused deep discouragement

tle of the Marne in 1914 and the Verdun among her civil population. This was

operations in 1916, Iiad been crowned with aggravated by the severe reverse which her

Allied Attacks on Western Front in 1917t
o 25 50 75 Miles
—--

@
oBrussels

4’
June7-14 4

P

~(!,
0’

$

~ Ground Gairwd by British = Ground Gained by French

~ Front Line April 6, 1917 ----- International Boundary

great su(wess. her I):ittle lines, save for a armies had suffered in April on the Aisne,

small section in Alsace. were on foreizn which had resulted in a verital)le wave of
territory, her own resources were un- riefeatism sweeping over the country and

touched by hostile (),’cupation and wher- ever the French military forces.

ever attacked by the Allies her armies Great Britain, except for morale, was

had inflicted tremendous losses up(,n them. scarcely better off than France. Much of
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American l-mops Marching Through Neufch~rcauon Their Way to the BattleLine

}]er best blood had been poured out on the
bilttlefields; and like her allies, she had
expended vast sums in the conflict. She
retained command of the sea, but the
(.lcrman sul)marine caml)aign was r-educ-
ing fuocl and other supplies to the point
where her very existence was threatened.

Italy was having great difficulty in
financing the war, and grave deficiencies
existed in her armies, as the events of the
autumn of 1917 were to show.

‘1’he revolution in ltussia, which had
occurred in March, made it practically
ccrti!in that the Allies could not count on
effective help from that country.

l’he Germans were frankly scornful of
An)l~ri(it’s iil)ility to exercise any real
military intluence in the war and evi-
dently believed it impossible for any con-
siderable American force to be organized
and transported to France before the
d(!f(,at. of the Alli(w could be accomplished.
Germany, therefore, looked forward with
great confidence to her armies gaining
a (I(wisive victory in 1918.

Genera] Pershing’s arrival in France,
followed in two weeks by the landing of
the American 1st ~ivisicm, great Iy im-
proved the French morale.

The All ied eonreption of the critical
ni~ture of the military situutiun in the
sumn]rr of 1917, and of the actions to be
tiili(~l) to mwt it, are indicated in t.lle con-
clusions reached by the Commanders-in-
Chief of the American, French and Italian

Armies, and the Chiefs of Staff of the
French and British Armies at a conference
held in Paris during the latter part of
July. An extract from their report
is given in the following” paragraph:

“General conclusions reached were:
Necessity for adoption of purely defensive
attitude on all secondary fronts and with-
drawing surplus troops for duty on West-
ern Front. By thus strengthening West-
ern Fr(mt believeci Allies could hold until
American forces arrive in numbers suffi-
cient to gain ascen(ltmcy.”

As far as their strength would permit
the Allies sought, however, to maintain
the offensive on the Western Front during
the latter psrt of 1917 in order to hinder
the conquest of ltussia by Germany and,
if possible, to prevent an attack on the
Italian front with German troops.

Accordingly, the J3ritish attacked in
,June capturing Messincs ltidge, and near
Ypres undertook a s(>ric,s of operations,
which began on July 31 and lasted until
November 10. Loter in November they
launched an offensive near Cambrai, in
which many tanks were used, and made
important initial gains which were largely
lost in a German counteroffensive ten
days later. These British attacks though
very costly in men and mat6riel had no
de(.isive effect on the military situation.

The Cambrai operation was tlw first
major offensive in which American troops
participated. Three American engineer

(22)
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regiments wmc s(,rving with tlie Ilritish
at the time and O1)Cof t,h(+e was actually
engage(i in the front-line fighting.

‘l’he French tml]tfuctcd carefully-pre-
pared limited attacks near Verclun in Au-
gust and near the Chemin des Dames in
October, both of which though compara-
tively small were successful.

llussia finally collapsed in early Sep-
tember, and the Italians suffere(l a dis-
astrous defeat II(?;lr ~apOK!tt O in o(!tOIJer,

making it neCC?SS:lry to send French and
British divisions to their assisttince.

An analysis of these events left no
doubt in the minds of Allicxl commanders
that Germany would soon resume the of-
fensive on the W-estern Front, with her
armies there augli~ented by large num-
bers of divisions drawn from the Russian
theater of operations. This transfer of
troops from Russia actually started in
the month of Noveml,r 1917.

Notwit.l)stan(ling (;( rmany’s favnral)le
military position at ~he close of 1917,
conditions within the Fatherland and the
rapidly growing Am[ rican Expeditionary
Forces made it imp, ~.ative for her to try
to bring the war to :, prompt conclusion.
We know now that t, accomplish this her
plans contemplated ( lie destruction of the
British Arn,y in th( ,ar]y spring of 1918,
after whiuh a crusl, ing blow was to be
directed against the J1-ench Army.

On December 31, 1917, there were
174,884 Am(,rici\n s(,l(liers in l~;urope, of

‘1’() hl/\Y 2!!, 191:1 ~~

which tbc 1st I)ivision alt)II(: lIa(l SI,UV(KI

at the front. The Ifritish and l~rench
(Iesireci to hasten the app(mrance of
American troups in the line if only for tl)e
effect on the morale of their troops, and
urged that the American training be
limited to the minimum necessary for
trench fighting. ‘1’hey also re(luested
that American troops, in company and
battalion units, be assigned to their or-

fynizations, puiuting out the shortage of
man power in their armies as Sllffkiellt

reason for this request. They contended
that the elimination of Russia as a factor
in the war, together with the ltuliun de-
feat, had so altered conditions for the
worse that to withstand the expected
German attacks every American soldier
in France should at once be made avail-
able for service at the front.

The American Commander-in-Chief
agreed that every comhut unit in France
sl~ould be made avail al)le for front-line
service, but remained fixed in his deter-
mination to aSSemlJle a}] Americans into
an indepen(lent army. Any sort of
prolonged amalgamation with the Allied
Armies would have committed the for-
tunes of the American forces to alien
hands, with no responsibility to the
American Government for their pro[)er
care, training and employment. Such a
step would have met with the decided
opposition of the American ofTicers and
soldiers and WI)UI(I have been drst. rurt, ive

American SoldiersEIIRoute to the Front
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to their morale. It wOU1(I li:ive I)vun
strongly dkapproved by the Amerieun
people. Tl]ere was, on the other hand,
no doubt that the effect of aggressive
American units in the btittle line under
their own command(!rs would produce
far greater military results and be far
more depressing to the morale CJf the
German Armies and civil population than
the presence of small American units
under foreign officers
in Allied regin~ents.

The policy of em-
ploying the American
unils as ii singl(? [(~r(:e,

Stea(lfil Stly n) ain -
tained by G(neral
Pershing in th(! face
of tremendous oppo-
sition from t}](l Allies,
unquestionably pro-
duced decisive r(slllts
that CUUld not l]iiv~

I)een obtained (,ther-
wise.1 Ile(’:luse of this
@icy, tile Anl!,ri(wn
Army, welded into
one powerful Imiy,
inspired by tl)(? tra-
ditions of its own
country, confid(?nt in
its leaders, WI(1 sure
of its ability in the
offensive, was finally
enabled to deliver
the terrific blows at
St. Mihiel, in the
Argonne and along
the Meuse wl)ich
made p(lssihle the
defeat of Germany.

‘rhe c{)nlln:\l)(l(,t’-
in-Chief sI)(:(L(l(I(I u[)
to the utmost the
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(>; lSt of Soissons” in 1~’ehrullry; the

42d wont in east of 1.un6ville during the
same month; and shout the middle of
March, the 2d entered the line with the
1~’renuhsoutheast of Verdun.

On March 21, when the first great
German offensive of 1918 started, there
were approximately 300,000 American
troops in F’runce. Of these the lst, 2d
and 42d Divisions werein the trenches and

hl,llsl),ll I,l,lln,ll]ll Ii),ll
AllId (:, )111111.III,IL’I 111-(:hlcf

the 26th was retidy
for service. The 32d
and 41st Divisions had
arrived in Fran[!e l)ut
liu(l l)(,(,n (J(xignuk(l
M r(,p]acement units,
alt h ough later, in
April, the 32(1 was
r{’(l(, si~na[(, (l as a
(.onll Ist (Iivisil)n.

‘1’lle C(, rmml on-

slaugt)t of March 21
struck tl]e IIritisli in
Picar(ly I)etween the
Oise and the Searpe
Iti V(W al(mg a front.
of al)out 50 miles,
part of which had
I)een recently taken
over from the Fren (:11.
Witl]in (?ight days th(?
attacking troops,
sweeping all before
them, practically de-
stroyed the British
Fifth Army and pene-
trated to a maximum
d(?pth of shout 37
miles. rrh(l situation
W;ls serious a n d
many lhwnch ~ivi-

sit)l)s w(>re rushe(l to

ai(l tl)e Ilritisll.
During this period

use of American units in the front tl~e Allies were still further annoyed and
line. As a cotlseqm~tl(e, llw 1st I)ivision troul)led wlIcm (Jn Murch 23 the sh(:lling
relieved a 1+’rench division in a sector of Paris by a large CIerman gun from a
north of Toul in January; the 26th distance of 75 miles was begun.
entered the lit]e with tl)e French lLorth- General Pershing, knowing the gravity
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“I have come to tell you that the
American people would consider it a
great honor for our troops to be engaged
in the present batt)e. I ask yrJu for this
in their name and my own.

“At this moment there are no other
questions but of fighting.

“Infantry, artillery, aviation, all that
we have are yours; use them as you wish.
More will come, in numbers equal to
requirements.

“I have come especially to tell you that
the American people will be proud to take
part in the greutest battle of history. ”

This message had a stimulating efiect

upon French morale. Its confident opti-
mism is an indication of the splendid
spirit of cooperation which characterized
the personnel of the entire American
Army in France throughout the war.

On March 26 General Foch was charged
with coordinating the actions of the
French and British Armies, and soon
afterwards on April 3 was given strategic
direction of the French, British and
American Armies on the Western Front.

Fortunately the Germans were stopped
before capturing Amiens, the loss of
which would have separated the French
and British Armies and enabled the
Germans to operate against each of them
separately. In this event the British
Army would probab]y htive had to hurry
out of northern France or else run the
risk of almost certain destruction.

The Germans succeeded in cutting one
railroad into Amiens from the south and
in seriously impeding traffic on the others,
they increased the frontage which the
Allies were forced to hold with diminished
numbers, they proved that their forces
could break through the highly organized
defenses of the Western Front, they
enormously increased the morale of their
own troops and very seriously lowered
that of the British and French units.

The fighting near Amiens had scarcely
died down when, on April 9, the Germans
broke through the British lines in Flan-
ders on a 12-mile front along the Lys
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River south of Y])r(!s. ‘l’heir initial ad-
vantage was not well exploited but
operations were ,[mtinued there until
April 25 when t}], German troops suc-
ceeded in cwpturinti Mont Kemlmel, which
at the time was dei ended by French units
serving with the 13iitish Army.

A numl)er of A rnerican medical, engi-
neer and air service units with the
British Arm y took part in the operations
near Amicns i~l]d al~)lig tl)e l.ys l{iv(!r.

prevent their being sent later to aid the
British, the Germans decided to make an
attack against the French Army first.

Immediately following the battle in
Flanders the American 1st Division, which
had been in sector near Seicheprey, in
the St. Mihiel region, took over an ex-
ceedingly active portion of the line west
of Montdidier. It captured Cantigny on
Miiy 28 in a well-plunned operation and
hldd thllt pklce in Spik? of vi(kml ;ln(f

Ground Gained by German Offensives
of March and April, 1918
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I!zl March 21-April 5 H April 9-29

The German High Command believed
that one more major attack against the
British Army wOUI(I destroy it. How-
ever, since el:iborate preparations had
already been made to strike the Frenchj
an offensive against them could be
launched much quicker. As such an
attack would use up French reserves, and

sustained counterattacks. This fighting
again demonstrated the superb caliber
of the American soldier in offensive and
defensive combat and since troops from
the United States were at that time ar-
riving in France in increasingly large
numbers, the Allied Armies and the Allied
people could still hope for final ~ictory.
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AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE

AI SNE-MARNE REGION

T
HE German strategical plan for 1918
involved the destruction of the
British Arniy in the early spring,

to be followed im](ediately by a crushing
blow at the Fr(:,,,:h. In pursuance of
this plan, Gernla,, offensive operations
were launched ill Picardy and Flanders
in March und A[, il. Although gaining
considerable grou[,(i and inflicting heavy

many French troops had l)ecn shifted
from there to the British area. Conse-
quently, when a German assault struck
the Aisne front between Berry -au-13ac
and Anizy-le-Chilteau early on the morn-
ing of May 27 it came as a surprise.

The Germans carried the Chemin des
Dames p(;sitions in the first dash tind
crossed the Aisne River about noon on

Groul]d Gained by German Offensives of
May, June and July, 1918
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losses, these oi)erations failed in their bridges which the French had fuiled to
primary purpose of destroying the British. destroy. Their progress exceeded all
Meanwhile preparations for a powerful expectation. By evening they were south
drive against the French along the line of the Vesle, and early on the 29th had
of the Aisne River had been progressing. captured Soissons. Advancing rapidly

‘Me Allied Commanders, after the toward the Marrw River and meeting vc’ry
German April attack in Flanders had little resistance, they started to ~XIJIOit
l)een checked, felt .mre that a new Ger- their success toward Paris. The Ihnch
man oll’ensivc was ahout to take place people throughout the country were
but were uncertain where it would fall. thrown into consternation, and the Grwern-
It was considered improbable, however, ment made preparations to flee from Paris
that it would fall on the Aisne front, and to Bordeaux, a city much farther south.

(29)
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Reserves fron) every quarter wvre
rushed to the fr~lnt to meet this new
danger. Among these were the American
2d and 3(I Divisions which lmd been
turned over to th(: French by the Ameri-
can Commander in-Chief. They were
hurried ft,rward 1 , forced marches and by
every availal)le tjl(,ans of transportation.

The motorizwl lniichine gun battalion
of the 3(I T)ivi.+ion reached Ch~teiiu-
‘l%ierry un Nlay 31, an(l there gallantly
assisted in prevt’1}[ing the Germans from
crossing the Marl,,,. As.the infantry units
of the 3(1 Divisiou (itn]e up they reinforced
Ii’rench units lr(,l,li]ig the south bank of
the river as far (.astwar(l as Courthi6zy,
8 miles from Chf]teau-Thierry.

The 2d Divisit)n, arriving by truck on
June 1, imrnediaLe]y went. into position
northwest of C l)fiteau-Thicrry. Facing
northeast, wit 1i its center at Lucy-l e-
.Bocage, the divisiun estal)lished its line
across the main route to Paris, where it
repulsed all attacks and effectively stopped
the German arlva!ice in that direction.

With this Anleri(>an assistance the
French were able to stem the onslaught,
but only aft~,r the Germans had driven a
great salient, rou~h]y defined by the tri-
angle formed by ‘Iteims, Chfiteau-Thierry
and Soissons, into the Allied lines.

In addition to a 30-mile gain straight
toward the heart of France, the Gerrmurs
captured 60,000 ])risoners, 650 cannon
wr(l (Lt)ortn(lus (Illantiti{,s of sllp[)lics,
amn]ullitio[) al)[l t,[l(lil)])l($lll. ‘l’lie situa-
tion 100lid very bhwk for the Allies.
Their rays of Irol)e, however, were the
ral)i(l arrival of A m(’rican troulwj which
wer(! tll(!n l;ouriilg illt(l Ihanc(! at i.hc rate
of about 9,000 per day, aIId their grow-
ing knowledge of the splen(lid dash and
combat ability of the Anwrican sol(liers,
then l)eing tested (Iaily in battle.

These characteristics had been amply
demonstr;itecf I)y ( IIe troul)s of the 1st
Division in its cal,( llre of Cmtigny, north
of Paris, un May :8, and in its retention
of that place desl)ite repetited counter-
attacks, as well as l)y the l)rilliant fight-
ing of the 2{1 and 0(1 Divisions n(:ar
Chftteau-Thierry. They were finally
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])rovcd bC!~UI)(l illl (Il)llllt wl)(,n tile 2(1
Division, starting on the morning of ,June
6, struck back at the Germans an(l after
prolonged and bitter fighting recaptured
from them the strong positions of Ilellcau
Wood, 130uresches and Varrx.

This fighting cause(l a change in the
German opinion which up to that time
had been frankly skeptical of the fighting
al)i]ity of the Anwricati sol(li(.r at](l tl)e
driving power of Am(, rican u]lits. This
change is illustrated by the following
extracts from a communication issue(l on
June 17 by the German corl)s which
opposed the 2d Division illrd which 11:1(1
previously issued orders that as many
casualties as pussible be inflicted upon
the Americans: ‘-rrhe personnel must l)e
called excellent . . . ‘1’he spirit of the
troops is high . . The 2d American
Division con bf: rated as a very good
division . The various attacks of
the marines were carried out smtirtly and
ruthlessly. The moral eflect of our tire
did not materially check the advunce of
tlie infantry. Th[? nerves of the Americans
are still unshaken. ”

Although the Germans in their hlay
attack made a deep penetrtition to the
west and southwest of Reims, they failed
in their efforts to capture that city an(l
its important railway facilities. As a
result, the 40 divisions which they had
thrown into the sali(?nt were in a danger-
uus sillla(iol) as 1lI(Iy WIIrI: nl;litll.y (l(L-
I)LJII(lcnt.[or f(ml, sul)plics ;III(I :llil]llulii-
tion on one railroad through Soissuns.
This fact was realize(l l)y the American
C{)]nl))~ll)(l(,r-il)-Clli(,f wlIo s;kw ih:LLif tll(,
II(,igl)ts south of Ll}:lt cily w(,r(: s(,iz((l af){l
ht!lcf by the Allies the Germans would 1)(:
deprived of the use of the roilroa(l and
would be coml)clle(l to retire frum 11)(:
Murne, thus removing the threat ug:iinst
Puris. 14e proposed that these heights
l)e attacked and captured at oncw I)y
American troops. The Allied Com-
mander-in-Chief approved the idea of such
an attack ])(lt felt that he was not yet
r(,ady to assume the offensive.

The Germiitl Iligh Comman(l UISO
realized the dangerous position of its
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troops in the salient, and promptly un- th6 exact day and hour the offensive was
dertook operations to relieve the situa- scheduled to commence.
tion. Consequently, on June 9 two There were 26 American divisions in
German armies started an attack toward France on July 15 and the American and
Compi?gne, for which careful prepara- Allied strength was then superior to that
tions- hid rwevioualy been made, in an of the Germans.
attempt to- widen the
salient and to secure
the use of the railroad
between that place and
Soissons. They met,
however, determined
resistance from the
French and failed to
reach their objective.

The next move of the
Germans was to begin
preparations for a great
offensive on both sides
of Reims, in the general
direction of Epernay
and Chf#ona+&Marne
This attack was to
capture Reims and the
high ground to the
south of it, and by so
doing secure the use of
another great trunk
line railroad. The sep-
aration of the fiench
forces defending Paris
from those in the vicin-
ity of Verdun was con-
sidered a possibilityy.
A formidable array of
three armies, totaling
47 divisions, and an
enormous amount of
artillery were aasem-
bled, and nothing was
‘left undone to provide
both the troops and
mat 6r i e 1 considered
‘necessary to break the
French battle lines.

Meanwhile, the
Allies were exerting

Marshal Pftain,
Commander-in-ChiefFrench Arrnica.

Picture taken ac Chaumonq
January 1919

The combat training of
the American divisions
was progressing well
and seven were ready
for battle operations,
while five others were
holding quiet sectors
of the line. Thus 12
American divisions, the
equivalent in numbers
of 24 French, British or
German divisions, were
available for service in
the front line.

With this increase in
strength and with
many more Americans
on the way, General
Foch definitely decided
to attack the western
face of the Marne sali-
ent, as had been previ-
ously proposed by Gen-
eral Pershing. In view
of the enemy’s known
intention to advance
on both sides of Reims,
this Al 1i e d offensive
was of the greatest
importance as it was to
be launched against
the most vulnerable
part of the hostile line.

The task of drawing
up the necessary plans
for meeting the German
assault and for the
counterattack to be
launched later, fell h
General P&ain, the
French Commander-in-
Chief. He later stated

every effort to prepare for the next that it would not have been possible to
:Gerrnan attack, and to d~cover where it carry out the counterattack, which sue
would fall. ln thiw last they were singu- ceeded far beyond expectations, without
larly successful, for not” only did they the aid of the American troops.
learn the front to be attacked but they To meet the German attack, General
were a~o fortunate enough to determine P&ain ordered that the front line be





heki by weak detachments only, which
were to retire I)efore a strong hostile
assault, and that the main resistance be
made 011 the intermedii,te posit,ion 1 to
2 miles in rear of the front line. When
the attack came, these tactics proved
exceptionally successful and most of the
heavy German art illery a nd trench-mortar
preparatory fire was wa:+ted on the aban-
doned French front-line trenches.

In addition the Allies profited by their
knowledge of the hour of the German
attack by starting their artillery bom-
bardment about 30 mi,lutes I)efore the
German artillery was sheduled to com-
mence firing. ‘1’t)e .AltI{,(l boml)ar(lmezlt
caused h(?avy 10ss(?s alI(l much confusion”
in the ranks of the G(,rnmlis assembled
for the initial assault. (l>rtain (;crm:ln
units suffered so severely lhey had to lJe
replaced before Lhe a~tack began.

East of Reims, in the attack agtiinst
the French Fourth Army, the hostile
troops were heavily shelled upon reaching
the abandoned front line, and umn
approaching the intermediate position
were met with withering fire and fierce
counterattacks. TI)(I offensive there broke
down all along the front. Southwest of
Reims, the Germans: ucceedecl in crossing
the Marne and adva ,Icing on both banks
of the river toward l+;t,ernay. When this
attack was finally st(,,,[wd, eight C~erman
divisions were $outh of the Marne in a
small arm l)c!twem ltl)crntiy and M (%y.

In this defensive operation, the Ameri-
can soldiers still further distinguished
themselves. The 42d Division, serving
with the French Fourth Army, took part
in the battle and fully measured Llp
to the reputatio]l of the Americans as
splendid fighting men. ‘rhe 369th In-

fantry of the 93d Division was also witl)
the French Fourth Army at that time,
although not engaged in l):ittle on the
front of the maiu Germwl attack.

A graphic represenlat ion of the opera-
tions now to be dcscrikl is given on tile
?IULP at the Ld O.f fhe C]l(lp!f!r. 11 Stloldd
be consulted ‘in reading ~}LiS narrutivfh

The W Division, in line along the
Marne River from opposite Jaulgonne to
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Chitetiu-Thierry, was subjected to intense
ill’till(!t’y fire and repeated assaults in the
east,ern par L of its sector. TIIL? Fr’{!ncll
unit on its right was compelled t~l give
way, which made the task of the 3d
Division extremelv difiicult. However,
the Germans who succeeded in crossing
the Marne on its front were counter-
tittaeked and driven back and by noon of
the 16th, no enemy troops remained south
of’ the Marne in the division sector,
exccl)t on its extreme right flank where
tt)c front line was bent back to connect
with the adjoiniog Frwnch division.

Elements of the. 28tJI Division were in
line with the French divisions on each
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3LIDivision Troops fi]crucki{~g New Moulins

side of the 3cl, and some of its units
encountered extremely heavy fighting.
Northwest of Chiiteau-Thierry, the front
of the American I Corps, held by a
French division and the American 26th
Division, which had relieved the 2d
in the sector between Vaux and Torcy,
was subjected to a heavy bombardment.
The 2d, which had suffered over 8,100
(wsua]ties in the fighting near Belleau
]~lo,)(], and the 4th Division were in
reserve to the west of the salient. The
1st Division was northetist of Paris.

On July J7 the German IIigh Command
ordered the offensive stopped. The
assaulting troops bad suffered tremendous
losses and none of the important results
expected had been obtained.

Itegardlcss of their terrific defeat, the
German leaders were still determined to
maintain the ofiensive, realizing that the
American forces were rapidly increasing
an (1 that victory must be won quickly or
not at all. The troops recently repulsed
were directed to prepare to resume the
attack as quickly as practicable, and
plans for another offensive against the
Rritish Army were pushed.

The Allies, however, took immediate
advantage of the German defeat and
launche(l the previously prepared counter-
offensive against the Aisne-Marne salient.

The French Fifth, Ninth, Sixth and
Tenth Armies, in line from right to left
on the front from Reims to Compi$gne,
were engaged. The Tenth Army, near
Soissons, was designated to deliver the
main attack. The spearhead of that
Army was the French XX Corps, which
was to capture the high ground south of
Soissons. It consisted of the American
1st and 2d Divisions and the French 1st
Mqro(wan Division. Its direction of
tittack was eastward over the plateau
just south of Soissons and across the
main railroad and road leading south
from thfit place. ‘1’he composition of the
corps was such that four fifths of its
numerical strength was American.

The concentration of troops was car-
rie(l out with tile utmost se(!re(:y, the 1st
and 2d Divisions going into line only a~
the last minute. Some units of the 2(1
Division marched all night and then
double-timed over muddy roads in the
dark in order to jump off with the bar-
rage. The assault was launched in the
early morning of July 18 and took ihe
German troops l)y surprise.

The units of the 1st and 2d Divisions,
with those of the lsb Moroccan Division
between them, advanced with character-
istic dash and vigor. They quickly pierced
the hostile front lines, overran the for-
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ward artillery positions, and tuulc many
prisoners. Ry 8:00 0. m. they hart ad-
vanced more thao 3 miles and were in
possession of ground which practically as-
sured the success of the whole battle.

To the south, elements of the 4th Di-
vision attscking as a part of two French
divisions in the Sixth Army, had pro-
gressed about 2 miles I,y nightfall. Still
farther south th(’ 26th Division captured
the villages of }{(’l}ealI and ‘~l)r(’y. In
the Ninth .Army, the :i(i Division, which
was in line on tt)e s~,uth bank of the
Marne, did not iitta~k that d:iy. ‘f’he
28th Division wwi near tl]e 3d in r(?srrve.

As a rn,sult of (1~(:(1,+’]) ii(lva]~(~ of the
XX Corl)s on July 18, (he situation of the
German troops ill tlie salient l)ecame
most precarious :in(l or(lcrs for a gradual
withdrawal were issue!! hy the German
High Comman(l that night. Reserves
were st?nt to the sou(~l of Soissons” with
the utmost spee(l and orders were given
to hold the grou[)d there at all costs until
the withdrawal from tile salient could be
accomplished. 1n fart, a disastrous rle-
feat was certain if the American and

French advance at that point could not
be promptly and definitely checlid.

The German retirement. begat] on the
night of July 19-20 with the evacuation
of all ground south of the Mi]rme. From
then on, their withdrawal was conducted
in successive stages, the Germans attempt-
ing to save wh~t they COU1(lof the enor-
mous quantities of supplies, ammunition
and equipment in the salient. Interme-
(Iiate positions” w(w ~)r(~pare[l and each
one dcfen({v({ d(,sp(vately until the pr{?s-
sure of the lcontinue(l iittiLCliSagainst it
forced a further withdrawal.

rrh~ 1st and 2(1 Divisions encountered
fresh German troops on the 19th, l)ut in
spite of hitter opposition” throughout the
day both made important gains. The 2d
Division surged forwar(i about 2 miles to
tile S(]issot)s-Cl)fit(,~~~]-’rl]it:rry highway
but after severe fighting was forced back
and mtahlished itself just west of Tigny,
with the road ubout ji mile away under
the control of its guns. The division
was relieve(l from the line that night by
a 1{’ren(l) division. It had driven the
enemy hack 6 miles, captured 3,000

French-American Counteroffensive, July 18, 1918
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prisoners and 75 guns, and in turn had
suffered casualties of alx)ut 4,300 men.

(), (l,, if~~]lowingday,tl](:a tte]]tionoft]le
i.>~ ,1.i~i(,n wus directwl particularly to-
ward Berzy-le-Sec. l’h~it town had orig-
inally been in thezoncof action of the ad-
jacent French division which, after several
attempts, had failed to capture it. The
task was then turned ov(,r to the Ameri-
cans. The fighting near the town W:IS

and suffered a loss of about 6,900 otTicers
and men. The Ist and 2d Divisions on
this l)attlefield wrote a most brilliant page
in American military histury.

While the struggle near ‘Soissons W:W
going on, the American troops with the
French Sixth Army continued to advance.
The units of the 4th Division, WIIOS(I
total losses were 2,100, gained an ad-
ditional 2 miles before the last of its

German Withdraw;?; Positions, Aisne+Marne Salient
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waged witl) the greatest fury, I}ie ]st troops were relieved un the morning of
Division capturing it on the l?lst. On <July21; and th,e 26th Divisiun drove the
that same day the division crossed the Germims through the Bois de Bouresches
Soissons-Chhteau-Thierry highway which and beyond, after hard fig!] ting. Assisted
was one of the ohjectiv(!s of tlw Tenth part of the time by the 56th Infantry
Army attacli. The division was relieved Brigade of the 28th Division, it con-
on the night of July 22, after five duys tinued the pursuit until tl]e 24th of July,
in the line. It had advanced almost 7 when it was stopped near La Croix
miles, captured 3,500 prisuuers und W ltouge Farm, having made an advance
guns from 7 difierent German divisions of 10 miles and having suffered more



than 5,000 casualties during its service
on the front line in this region.

On July 21 the 3d Division crossed the
Marne River and joined the advance,”
capturing Mont St. P6re that day and
Jaulgonne on the following day. Steadily
pressing on, it took Le Charmel during
the 25th, after a bitter contest, and on the
28th crossed the Ourcq River and seized
Ronch&res. when it was withdrawn
from the line on the 30th it had taken
part in three major engagements and had
advanced about 10 miles. Its losses, in-
cluding those in the defensive operations
along the Marne River, were, all told,
nearly 6,600 officers and men.

The 42d Division, which relieved the
26th near La Croix Rouge Farm, suc-
ceeded in crossing the Ourcq on July 28.
Just north of that river it engaged in
stubborn fighting, some pointa changing
hands as many as four times. It cap-
l,ured Sergy and Seringes-et-Nesles and
persistently fought its way forward until
relieved on August 3 during the pursuit
of the enemy toward the Vede. The
division was assisted part of this time by
the 47th Infantry Regiment of the 4th
Division. When taken out of the battle
the 42d had advanced 7 miles and had
suffered almost 6,500 casualties.

The 32d Division entered the line on
July 30 on the right of the 28th Division,

which had relieved a French division two
days before. These two divisions deliv-
ered a combined attack on July 30 in which
the 28th Division captured the Bois des
Grimpettes, after which it passed into
reserve, while the 32d continued in the
offensive covering both divk.ional fronts.

On the following day. the 32d took
Cierges, and on August 1, after deter-
mined attacks, captured the important
position of Les Jomblets, holding it
against sustained and vicious counter-
attacks. On August 2 it took up the
pursuit of the Germans, who had been
forced to fall back to their next prepared
line north of the Vesle River.

The 4th Division, which had relieved
the 42d on August 3, and the 32d were now
the only American divisions in line and
they pushed forward side by side. On
August 4 the 32d captured Fismes, on
the south bank of the Vesle. During the
next few days the 4th and 32d Divisions
and the 6th Infantry Brigade of the 3d,
which had entered the line to the right
of the 32d, made determined attempts
to establish bridgeheads north of the
river. On August 7 the 32d Division
was relieved by the 28th. It had ad-
vanced 11 miles and lost almost 3,800
men. The 6th Infantry Brigade of the
3d Division was relieved on August 11,
its losses having been approximately 600.
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Meanwhile, on August 4 the American
III Corps had taken command of the
troops near Fismes, thus placing two
American corps in line side by side for the
first time in the war. The. sectors of
these corps comprised the entire front
commanded by the French Sixth Army.

The reduction of the Aisne-Marne
salient was completed when the American
and Allied troops reached the Vesle River.
The counterattack havihg achieved ita
purpose and the Germans having shown
their intention to hold the line of the Veale
in force, the general attack on that front
was stopped on August 6. The American
troops, however, continued to exert pres-
sure against the enemy. On August 10
the 28th Division succeeded in capturing
Fismette, opposite Fismes. The 4th
Division before being relieved on August
12, after having suffered about 3,500

Italian divisions which had previously
been in line or in reserve in this region.

The results of this battle were most im-
portant. The threat against Paris was
removed, important railroads were freed
for Allied use, the American soldier
proved to all concerned his ability as a
fighter and it was obvious that the con-
stantly increasing American forces were
to be the decisive factor in the war. The
attack south of Soissons completely
changed the military situation. There-
after the initiative was in the hands of the
Allied Armies, and the Germans were
forced into a defensive rale and fought
only to avert a serious disaster.

This situation made it possible for the
American Commander-in-Chief to insist
again upon the formation of an American
combat army. “After several conferences
with General Foch an amsement was

casualties, established a small force on
the north bank of the Vesle River.

At the start of the counkrattack, the
Germans had 50 divisions between Reims
and Compi~gne. To withstand the Allied
assault temporarily, they had been forced
to throw 27 more divisions into the salient.
During the same period the Allies had
added 8 French and 3 American divisions
to the 42 French, 6 American (equivalent
of 12 French divisions), 4 British and 1

! reached, and on August 10 the American
First Army was organized and shortly
thereafter the asaembly of American divi-
sions imthe St. Mihiel region was begun.

In compliance with the desire of
General Foch 1 to retain some American
units with the Allied Armies, the 77th
Division, which had relieved the 4t~ and
the 28th were allowed to remain in line

1GeneralFochwasmadea Msrshd of Frsnce on
August6,1918,towardtheconclusionof thisfighting.

Main Bridge BetweenFissnesand FismetteDestroyedby the Retreating Germans
- .-
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on the Vesle, while the 32d was left in the
area as a reserve under French orders.

With a view to continuing the pressure
and giving the Germans no time to rest or
reorganize, Allied operations were imme-
diately planned against other portions of
the” front. The first of these, the Somme
offensive, was begun by the British on
August 8 against the salient immediately
east of Amiens and was highly successful.

Then followed on August 18 the French
Oise-ALsne offensive in the vicinity of
Noyon for the purpose of flanking the
German positions on the Vesle and Aisne
Rivers and forcing them to be abandoned.
This offensive succeeded in its purpose,
aided to a large extent by the American
32d Division which attacked from August
28 to September 1, capturing the town of
Juvigny in a brilliant assault and pene-
trating the hostile positions to a depth of
2% miles. The dhi.sion was taken out of
the line during September 2 after having
suffered more than 2,600 casualties.

The progress of the Oiae-Aisne offen-
sive forced the Germans to retire from the
Vesle on the night of September 3-4. The
American 28th and 77th DivMons, which
were still in line there, advanced in
pursuit and attacked the new German line
near the Aisne River. After a number of
local successes the 28th was relieved on
September 8, its total losses on the Ourcq
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and Vesle having been over 6,700 officers
and men. The 77th was relieved later, on
September 16, its casualties having
totaled nearly 4,800, and both divisions
moved eastward to take part in the Meuse-
Argonne operations of the American First
&my which occurred shortly afterward.

During the latter part of September the
370th Infantry of the 93d Division served
in the line north of Vauxaillofi, as a part
of the French 59th Division, and made a
substantial advance. It remained in line
until about the middle of October, when
it was relieved. It reentered the battle””on
November 5 and participated in the pursuit
of the German Army. The activities of
this regiment . concluded the American
fighting in the Ak.ne-Marne region.

During the severe battles in this area,
a total American force of about 310,000
men, which comprised two corps head-
quarters, nine divisions, air units, heavy
artillery, medical troops and transporta-
tion units, served with the Allies and
suffered losses of more than 67,000.

While some American units attracted
special attention due to their greater
experience and the importance of their ob-
jectives, yet the reputations of all Am@-
can divisions which served in this region
were enhanced by their gallant conduct
in battle, and they received unstinted
praise from all, especially the French.

American Unit Entraining at Ch&eau-Thierry



A TOUR OF THE AMERICAA’ BATTLEFIELDS

IN THE AISNE-MARATE REGION

THIS tour, which is a long one, begins.
and ends at Paris. It can be completed

in ten hours if care is taken not to spend too
much time at interesting points. To save
time lunch should be carried.

Soissons is suggested as a stopping place
for those who desire to spend more than
one day in the area. It is on the described”
route and from there one can conveni-
ently reach the French battlefields along
the Chemin des Dames, and those of the
American 32d Division near Juvigny and
the 370th Infantry, 93d Division, in the
vicinity of Vauxaillon.
~~ The data given on pages 520-521 will
“be helpful to those following this tour.
“~ The narrative at the beginning of the
chapter should be kept in mind and the
map at the end consulted so that the
various operations which took place in
the region of this tour will be more clearly
understood by the tourist.

The speedometer distances given are
for general reference and are not essential
in following th~ tour. They may, how-
ever, be helpful in a few places and for
that reason it is suggested that at the
bridge in La Fert&aoua-Jouarre the tour-
ist set his speedometer to agree with the
distance which appears in the text.

When following this itinerary, unless
contrary road instructions are given, the
tourist should continue straight ahead.

EN ROUTE PARIS TO NORTH OF
LUCY-LE-BOCAGE

(O m O km) Leave vicinity of the Place
ie 1‘Op6ra in Paris on Rue Lafayette.

Follow H]ghway N-3 through Claye and
*eaux to La Fert6-sous-Jouarre. For a
onsiderable distance b~ond Paris, N-S is
ndicated on street signs as the Rw de Paris.

(18.3 m 29.4 km) Claye is the point
earest Paris reached by hostile patrols
uring the German advance in 1914.

(24.1 m 38.8 km) About 5 miles beyond
‘Iaye, near the right side of the road, is
% a monument to Marshal Gallieni

,.

v

MonumentNear Meaux
to Marshal Gallieni

Erectedby the City of Paris

whose famous “taxicab army” hurried
forward from Paris to this vicinity in
September 1914 to aid in stopping the
progress of the German Armies.

(27.5 m 44.2 km) At entrance to Meau~
at main road fork, take right branch.

Meaux was near the battle line for
several days in 1914 during the First
Battle of the Marne. Desperate fighting
took place immediately to the north of it.

An interesting old cathedral is seen to
the left of the road in the center of town.

A monument, consisting oj a colossal
statuary group, to commemorate the First
Battle of the Marne is located a short dis-
tance northeast of Meauz. It was erected
b~ Americans with funds raised in America.
To visit, just before reaching jar side oj
Meauz turn left on main road to Soissotw
(N-36) and proceed )4 mile to monument.
Time required jor side trip-l O minutes.

(43)



(30.9 m 49.7 km) At
Trilport the route goes
over the historic
Marne River on a
masonry bridge parts of
which were destroyed
by tbe French in 1814,
1870 and again in 1914
to hinder tbe march
toward Paris of invad-
ing armies. Small
plates on the right-band
wall record the dates
of the destruction and
reconstruction.

(39.6 m 63.7 km) In
La Fert6-sous-Jouarre,
turn to the left at the
large monument.

This monument is to tbe unknown dead
of tbe British Expeditionary Force whlcb
landed in France during Auzust 1914.

American First Army Headquarters
was organized here on August 10, 1918.
It remained but a short time, moving to
Neufch5teau three days later.

(39.7 m 63.9 km) Cross the Marne
River and continue toward Chiiteau-
Thierry still following Highway N-3.

(45.5 m 73.2 km) Montreuil-aux-Lions
was the Headquarter% of the 2d Division
during the early part of its figliting in the
vicinity of Belleau Wood.

(47.1 m 75.8 km) Just after leaving
town, on the” right is seen a British
military cemetery. A large cross of the
type erected therein is the distinguishing
feature of each British World War mili-
tary cemetery. Most of the sol@ers
buried here fell in September 1914.

Tbe infantry of the American 2d
Division detraine~ at Montreuil-aux-
Lions while hurrying forward to enter
the battle “line near Belleau Wood. They

It was here that this Briti~h for~e, after ita” re~orted this road crowded and, in some
memorable retreat from qear Mons, struck
back with vigor at the German divisions
in the First Battle of tbe Maine.

To the left .of the bridge, on the river
banks, are markers which indicate the
place where British troops recrossed the
river on a temporary bridge, built by tbe
Royal Engineers while under hostile fire.

The American I ,~orps Headquarters
was located in this town from June 18 to
July 21, and from August 13 to August 18.

places, blocked with French civilians
and troops endeavoring to get out of the
way of the German advance.

(49.6 m 79.8 km) At the next bend in
the road, about 2 mil~ farther on, is a
large group of buildings cded Paris Farm.
This farm was several miles in rear of the
battle line during June and July, and
was subjected to frequent bombardments
by German heavy artillery.

(51.0 m 82.1 km) About a mile farther

Assault Unit of 26[h Div~ion in Attack on Torcy at 4:35 a. m.. ]uly 18, 191S
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I 2d Division Operations, June 4-July 10, 1918
(7th Infantry, 3d Div. Attached June 15-23)

l’”
,/.,.,.+ ~ Line of June 4 ~ Line of July 10 —xx— Division Boundary..

, ,.

“on, turn to the left toward Belleau Wood.
: (51.8 m 83.3 km) In the valley just
before reachkg the next viliage, Lucy-
le-Bocage, a culvert is crossed near which
“medical officers of the United Statea

,.Navy, attached to the Marine Brigade
‘of the 2d Division, maintained a dressing
station. Many of the division wounded
were treated here and sent to the rear
along the small valley to the left.
‘: (52.1 m 83.8 km) Lucy -le-Bocage was
completely destroyed by German shell-
fire during the fighting near by.
~ The boulder marker, seen at the left
side of the road just before reaching the

“duwch, is one of many such markers
“erected by the 2d Division after the
~+tice, on or near its battlefields.
;.. (52.4 m 84.3 km) At the crest of the
first hill beyond the village, STOP. -
~. Face down the road, which direction is

;aPProximately north. (See sketch above.)
,,*~

If triew to theright jront is obstructed
for ang reason climb bank at left of road.

Belleau Wood is the nearest wood
seen to the right front and right. The
observer J!! standing on the line from
which the first attack against it was
launched by the 2d Division.

During the last days of May 1918 a
powerful German offer&ive had broken
through the Chemin des Dames front and
German troopa were advancing rapidly
toward the Marne River. The Allied
situation was critical and reserves from
all parts of the Western Front were
promptly rushed to this region.

Among the troops burnedly moved
here was the American 2d Division, which
included one brigade of marines. Arriv-
ing on June 1, it was assigned a battle
position with its center near this point.
All available men immedlatel y began
digging trenches and otherwise preparing
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for defense, the Germans at the time
I)eil]g (I(,luycd I)y l~rcnch detachments in
positions on the near slopes of the line of
hills seen in the distance approximately
2 miles away to the right front.

l’he front line organized by the division
ran around the wood seen on top of the
hill al)out 6(}0 yar(ls to the left front, in-
cluded this l)oint, and continued on to the
right rear l)assing around the buildings of
Triangle, seen on the hillside a mile away
in that direction. It then crossed the
main highway which the tour has been
following from l’~iris, thus blocking the
direct road to that iml)ortal)t l)!a(,t?.

Small tidvan(’e groups of the enemy
came in contact with that section of the
American line near Triangle on June 2
and during the next day a determined
ass:iult against the left of the 2d Division
position was repulsed with heavy losses.
On June 4 the entire front line of the divi-
sion was engaged and on that day the
advance of the (2erman forces in this
region was definitely stopped.

The German IIigh Command, upon
hearing of the presence of American
troops on this important battle front,

directed that they be denied any success
whatsoever md that as much damage as
possible be inflicted upon them. Conse-
quently, as the Americans were deter-
mined to regain certain strong points
which the Germans had captured, the
fighting near here was very bitter and the
casualties on both sides were out of all
proportion to the amount of ground
which finally changed hands.

During the morning of June 6, the first
of the many 2d Division attacks in this
vicinity was launched from its line on the
far side of the wood to the left front.
‘I%is attack, made in conjunction with
the 11’rench, resulted in a ‘gain of about
jj mile. That afternoon a powerful as-
sault against Belleau Wood was made
from here and succeeded in obtaining a
foothold in that part of the wood seen to
the right. While advancing across the
open fields to the right front, heavy casu-
alties were suflered. During the course of
the attack the village of Bouresches to the
right at the foot of this bill, but not visible,
was captured and held in spite of five de-
termined attempts made by the Germans
during the next few days to recapture it.
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Elellwu Wood, which is shaped some-
what like a distor[ (’d hour glass, with the
lower or southern scriion to the right of
here and the largv, up~)er or noril]ern sec-
tion to the ohserw ,’s rigl!t front, was the
scene of prolong, i and bitter struggles
in which the 7th Irrfuntry of the 3(1 Di-
vision WL(l engil)eer troops of the 2d
Division, acting as infantry, assisted for
a brief ])eriod I,cforc its cai)ture was
finally completed many days later-.

Sever-e fighting took place in the south-
ern part of Bell~~it(~ Wood on June 7 and
8, I)ut all efl’(~rts to advance rosultmf in
orily minor gairus. The wood was alNln-
doned on the 9tlI to permit the rrrtillery
to concentrate its tire on the German posi-
tions there with(, ut endangering Ameri-
can troops, and o[l the 10th a determined
attack was laun{hed against the wood
from the line to llle right of here. This
regained the positions previously held but
in spite of every ell’ort the troops were un-
able to progress t’arther. Crmsequently,
on June 11 anol her attack against the
entire W(J(N1was launched from near here
in the direction of the observer’s right
front. T})e assaulting units entered the
nrrrthern part of lhe wood and took the
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enemy in the flank and rear. This
resulted in many captures and hand-to-
hand combats. Elements of the attack-
ing force reached the far edge of the
wood where they themselves were at-
tacked in the rear. The fighting con-
tinued violently throughout the day, the
Germans making two organized counter-
attacks by fresh battalions. That night
no part of the northern section of the
wood was retained, although the south-
ern section, to the right of here, was for
the first time entirely occupied.

On J\inc 12 tlw northern s(wtion of the
wood was agtiin atlackcd and about one
third of it taken. From t})at clay on t}]e
fighting in it was fierce and furious.
Counterattacks followed attacks as each
side, determined not to yield an inch,
stubbornly defended its positions. The
casualties were heavy as the artillery
executed prolonged bombardments and
the machine guns took their toll. In the
end, however, the determination of the
Americans prev:liled and IMleau WO(N1,
after a bitter struggle On June 25, was
definitely cleared of the enemy.

On July 1, following a terrific 24-hour
bombardment, the town of Vaux, to the

,4mcrican ReservesPassingThrough Lz Fcrt&-sous-Jouarre
10, Rol,rc t,, the r~tol)t,](lly 1918
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right rear from here beyond the large
wood in the distance, was captured by
the infantry and engineers of the 2d Divi-
sion in a perfectly executed attack, with
but few losses to themselves.

During the fighting on June 6 to the left
front, Gunnery Sergeant Charles F. Hoff-
man, Marine Corps, 2d Division, perf ormed
the feat for which he was awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor, the high-
est award for bravery given by the Ameri-
can Government. Immediately after his
company had reached its objective, sev-
eral hostile counterattacks were launched
against it. Sergeant Hoffman was at-
tempting to organize the new position
when he saw 12 of the enemy, armed with
five light machine guns, crawling toward
his group. Giving the alarm, he rushed
the hostile detachment, bayoneted the
two leaders, and forced the others to flee,
abandoning their guns. His quick action,
initiative and courage drove the enemy
from a place where they could have swept
the hill with machine-gun fire and forced
the withdrawal of his company.

The splendid conduct of the 2d Division
in fighting the enemy to a standstill on
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this front, in spite of a casualty list of ap-
proximately 8,100 officers and men, was
widely and enthusiastically proclaimed by
the French Army and the people of France.

EN ROUTE NORTHOF LUCY-LE-BOCAGE
TO BELLEAUWOOD

(52.6 m 84.6 km) At the road junction
200 yards ahead, turn to the right.

(53.5 m 86.1 km) At the flagpole in the
center of Belleau Wood, STOP.

This wood, officially called by the
French the Bois de la Brigade de Marine
in honor of the unit mainly responsible
for ita capture, is now owned by the
United States Government. It is being
maintained as a memorial to all American
troops who fought in Europe during the
World War. It is the only place on this
tour where evidences of the fighting still
exist to any extent., as the other battlefields
of this section of France again have been
placed under intensive cultivation.

The remains of trenches and various
relics of the war may be seen by walking
through the wood, and a visit to the small
museum will disclose many intereating

Bclleau Wood
Note the field crossed by the 2d Division in its first attack’againatthe wood

~:
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weapons and articles of equipment a large
number of which were found near by.

The large cleared space near the mu-
seum and that part of the wood beyond
the clearing were captured on June 25 in
an assault launched at 5. o’clock in the
afternoon. An artillery bombardment of
14 hours preceded this attack, during
which many thousands of shells of all cal-
ibers were poured into this small area.
The fighting lasted well into the night
before this part of Belleau Wood, the last
section of the wood to be captured, was
finally in the hanh” of the 2d Division.

The iniportance of the American success
in this region is indicated by the following
extract from a statement which a German
division commander published to his
troops who were engaged in the fighting:

“Should the Americans on our front
even temporarily gain the upper hand, it
would have a most unfavorable effect for
us as regards the morale of the Allies and
the duration of the war. In the fighting
that now confronts us, we are not con-
cerned about the occupation or non-
occupation of this or that unimportant
wood or village, but rather with the ques-
tion as to whether Anglo-Amer~can prop-

aganda that the American Army is equal
to or even superior to the German, will
be successful.”

EN ROUTE BELLEAUWOOB TO AISNE-
MARNE AMERICANCEMETERY

(53.6 m 86.2 km) While proceeding
through Belleau Wood, note the uneven
character of the terrain and the tangled
undergrowth which greatly hindered the
advance of the American troops.

(54.0 m 86.9 km) Soon after Ieaving the
wood another 2d Division boulder marker
is passed and shortly thereafter to the
left is seen the Aisne-Marne American
Cemetery., The church passed near the
comer of the cemetery is one restored by
an association of veterans of the 26th
Division as a memorial to that division.

(54.5 m 87.7 km) Beyond the church,
turn to the left into the cemetery.

The building on the right of the drive-
way contains a reception room for the
convenience of visitors and the office of
the superintendent in charge of the cem-
etery. Inquiries concerning the location
of a particular grave should be made at this
office. The building on the left is the
residence of the cemetery superintendent.



This cemetery, laid (,ut in a sweeping
curve at Llle foot ot” Ll}(, IIill ul)on wlli(.h
stands Belkwu W(Jod, conttiins 2,288
graves. ‘1’he majority of those hurie(f
here are from units wl, ich fought in the
immediate virinity und iilo~]~ the Marne
River. Some hundreds of I)odies, how-
ever, were rnovcd her(, in 1922 from w:ir-
time cemeteries in the gener:il vicinity of
I.yon and Clerrnont in central 1(’rance.

From the center of the hillside rises the
memorial Ch:ipel} a striking example of
French Rorn:ines(lue ar(,hite(turw. Over
its entriince is csrved the figure of a
crusader in armor, fltinl.cd hy the shie](is
of the Unitwi States at)(i France. ‘I’]](’
de(x)ratives(wli)ture (,f th(? (I(mrnnd win-
dow opetlings is of tr(.il(:ll s(wn(>s w](I
articies of miiitary e(luipment. Around
the top of the tower runs a frieze of
shields upon which are carved t}le insignia
of the Am(wic:I?~ (x)rl)~ :m(i divisions wlli(.h
pmt,icil):lt(,(l in til(j (]p(:r:lt,ions (Iiiit tooli”
plaee in the Aisne-Marne region.

The crowning fe:ltur(: of the interior is
the exquisitely carved anti gilde(i altsr,

hlL1’llKI [0 (h]letery

,41t;irof Ch2pel

Door of Clmp.1





Machine Gun Unit of che 26~hDivision Going into Action
Near Belleau,July 19, 1918

the solemn beauty of which is heightened
by the effect of the three beautiful
stained-glass windows above it. These
represent St. Michael triumphing over
the powers of evil, St. Louiq the great
crusader, and St. Denis the patron saint
of France. The transept windows are
decorated with coats of arms of the United
States and Allied nations and the insignia
of American divisions and higher units
that fought in the Aisne-Marne region.
The walls are inscribed with the names of
American soldiers and marines who are
carried on the rolls as missing in the
operations of the vicinity.

A door in the chapel gives access to a
circular stairway leading to the tower
from which an excellent view of the sur-
rounding country may be obtained.

(’limb the chapel stairs and go to the
front window of the upper landing, which
fac(:s approximately north.

The general view of the cemetery ob-
i ained from this point is superb.

The direction arrows on the window
ledges should be used to locate the places
mentioned below. The map at the end of
the chapter should also be consulted.

The chapel stands directly over front-
line trenches dug by the 2d Division as
part of the defenses of Belleau Wood after
it was captured on June 25.

The ground in front of here to the foot
of the high ridge, Hill 193, and to the
right as far as the eye can see was CaP-

tured by troops of the American 26th
Division during July in severe fighting.

The 26th Division relieved the 2d
Division on a line passing through this
point on July 10. Its front line was then
about 5 miles long. On this part of the
front it faced in the direction the observer
is now facing but to the right of here it
followed around the edge of Belleau
Wood, as the crosses do now, and thus
changed direction so as to face approxi-
mately east. The division while serving
here was with the American I Corps.

When the great French-American
counteroffensive against the Marne
salient started on July 18, the 26th was

Hunting Lodge in llelleaII Wood

/’
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on the right flank of the attack. It
advanced on the first day in spite of
terrific fire from Hill 193, which was in
the zone of ad.i(Jn of the French division
on its left, and captured ‘rorcy, seen in
the trees to the left front, 13elleau just
outside the cemetery gate, and G ivry,
just heyund the chur{<h. The Germans
on Hill 193 held out ;igainst the French
attacks for three days and during this
time poured a dcad]y fire into the Amer-
ican troops below them. Theprecarious
and ditlicult position of these troops is
evident from here and too much credit
can not IN+givm to t}le men of the di-
vision for I)ol(li]lg to Ill(,ir gains.

GO 10 right (easo window ot’ lower.
The isolated group of huildirrgs to the

left front is ( ailed I.es 13russes Fro-m.

1’ 111! AI SNI, -NIARNI. l{l.(, ION 5’)

It is situated near the end {,f a long ridge
which runs to the right and gradually
increases in height until La Gon4trie
Farm, seen to the front on the top of the
hill, is rwached. The new slopes and
wooded areas on that ridge were such as
to afford ideal positions for the C,erm.an
troops who were defending it.

In the assault of .July 18, units of the
26th Division reached the valley on this
side of the ridge but severe fire from it
and Hill 193, forced thf, m lm(,k to Ilelleao
wood . It was during that attack that
Private First Class George Dilh{)y of
the 26th Division won the Congressional
Medal of Honor. After an advance he
was reconnoitering the ground in front
with his platoon leader when a machine
gun su(lden]y (Jpened tire on them from
1()() yards. From a standing position,
fully exposed to view, he returned the
fire at once. IIe then rushed forward,
with bayonet fixed, falling within 25
yards of the gun with his right leg nearly
severed and other wounds in his body.
With undaunted courage anti gallantry,
he continued tu fire from a pr(}ne position
liilling part of the machine gun crew and
dispersing the rest. Private l)il]){,y (lied
{)n tl]e field of Ilis explt~its.

On July 20 the division attacked Aonu
its entire front and captured, after
fierce fighting, La Gon&rie Farm and
the Dois de Bouresches, the wood seen
t{) the right of tl}e farm. The ridge
between Les Brusses h’arrn and La
Gon6trie I<’arm was not taken on that
day clue to heavy rrla(hin(--gun fire from
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it and enfilade fire from the top of Hill 193.
That night the Germans withdrew to

a new line, and on July 21 the division
advanced over the ridge which had
caused them so much trouble and con-
tinued on about 5 miles, meeting for the
most part but little opposition. A
severe two-day struggle then followed
nem Epieds before the enemy again
withdrew to u new position.

On July ’25 the 26th Division was
relieved by the 42d Division. During
the 15 days it had served in line on this
front the casualties of the division were
approximately 5,000” (Jfll CeIX and men.

(io to opposite (west) window of tower.
The village to the right front on top of

the ridge is Hautevesnes and to the right
of it also on the ridge is Courchumps.
Elements of the American 4th Division
assisted in the capture of both of those
places in bitter fighting on July 18.

The 4th Division, except for its artillery
and one infantry brigade, was attached
to the French 1ti4th Division for the ,July
18 assault. in addition to the elements
which fought at Hautevesnes and Cour-
cbarnps, other units beyond Hautevesnes
vigorously advanced about 2 miles.

Still farther along the front, about 7
miles beyond Hautevesnes, the 7th In-
fantry Brigade of the 4th Division was
serving with the French 33d Division.
Units uf it attackecl with the French on

‘1’111: AI SNl; -hl Al{Nli llli(ilo N

July 18, cleaned out the strong German
positions in the wood, 13uisson de Cresnes,
and by nightfidl had captured Noroy-sur-
Ourcq which was about 2 miles within
the hostile lines. (See map on next page.)

On July 19 the elements of the 4th
Division which were still in line iittaclied
ag;linst }]eavy machine-gun resistance and
extc?n(led tl)(+ gains of tli(: previous day.
These units were relieved from the buttle
during the early morning of July 21.
The total casualties of the division, whose
units had efficiently performed their mis-
sions during this fighting, were 2,100.

The center of the front of attack of the
American 1st and 2d Divisions in the
July 18 counterotlwrsive was uborrt 14

[ Elements of 4th Division with French 164th Division, July 18-21, 1918

I ~ Jump-offLine ~ Front Line —II— &~alio[) Bo(ln&r~
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Elements of 4 ih Division with French 33d Division, July 18-20, 1918

- Jump off Line ~ Front f_ine –XX– Dkmion Boundary –Ill– Regimental Boundary

miles beyond Courchamps, the attack heeninpossessionof all of Belleau Wood.
being murie across the observer’s line of
vision in the direction from left to right.

Bellcau Wood is the woud close tothc
chapel in rear :ind on both sides of it.

EN ItOLJTE AISNE-MARNE AMERICAN

(’EMETEli Y T() MONUMENT

ON 1+11.1,204

Opposile the cemetery gate is seen a
form of marker which has been placed
on most of the roads of France and
Belgium to indi(.ate the farthest advance
of the German Armies in 1918. This one
is incorrectly placed, the Germans having

(54.7 m 88.0 km) Turn right at eeme.
tery gate and continue sh-sight ahead.

(55.1 m 88.7 km) Ilourcschcs, cap-
tured hy the Xi l}ivision on June 6, is
soon visible to the right front.

(55.4 m 89.1 km) When road starts to
dip into deep valiey, to the ieft across the
vaiiey is seen a closer view of the Les
13russes Farn-La Gon&rie Ftirm ridge
menticme[i at the last stop. The Ger-
mans on part of this ridge heid out for
three days in spite of the determined
assauits of tile 26th ])ivision.

(55.8 m 89.8 km) On far side of vaiiey,
the road climbs up a slope stormed by
troops of the 26th Division on .Juiy 20.

(57.0 m 9i.7 km) Af(cr ascvn(iing hili,
Iiw first buii(iings seen to the rigilt are
those of La Gon&.rie 1~’arm, captured by
tile 26th Division as the result of hard
fighting during Juiy 20.

(57.4 m 92.4 km) Beyond the farm, the
advance of the 26th Division on Juiy 21
was generally from right to ieft across
this road. Its zone of action extended as
far as the next main ruud crossing, now
mari{ed i}y the entrance pyions to the
American monument, un IIili 204.

(59.3 m 95.4 i(m) Cross main highway
and proceed to the site of the monument





This impressive nw]mtjrial was erected
hy the IJ]]it(,d States Government to
cc)mmemorate the American fighting in
the Aisne-hfarne region an(l the friend-
ship and coor)(>ration of the French and
American forces (luring the war-.

The two scul])tured li:urw at the cen-
ter of the [olonnmle iirc syml)olic of
France 2tod the Unite(l States. The
names inscril)(,(] Lil)ove ( !Ie columns are
those of ])la(,cv+ where i]l)port~lnt Anleri-
can figl)tin~ {J(.(,{]rr(,(l. Itlsi(l(’ the colon-
nade Jt L})(>(10s(’(1 ends :Lr(: marl)lc ial)](,ts
up(:n wl)i (.1) :Ippe:ir inscriptions givingr a
l)rief rk;um6 of all of t hc Americon figl)t-
ing in this gen(!riil licinity.

From the trrrarw of tl]e monument, a
wonderful view of the hlarne River valley
is ol)tain(,(l. On tl)is terrace is located
un ori(’ll~;ltion” till)l(; ~ivi])g (Iistanc (’s an(l
dir(w lions (() \’UI’io US 1)12(.(3 :ifl(l ill)(l V(! it

is an ornam(:nta] ma]) of the region show-
ing the ground gained ))y American troops
on Jtrly 18 and t her(aftt~r. Along th(,
walls on (,ach si(le of tl]e ma]) are carvtd
the names tit]d wurd ime insignia of th(~
corps and divisions whose services are
commemorated at il)is place.

Jean de In Fontaine, who was lwrn i]l
Chiiteau-Thicrry, is said to have written
+1 num}xr ()[ his fal)l(~s (III this }Iill.
NapoleoII, j[i:. t l)rior t{) tlI(! ljuttlu 01”
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Montmirail, camped his army in this
neighborhood. The old main highway
to Paris passed through this spot.

The following description of the Ameri-
can fighting in this vicinity has been
written to be read while on the main
(erriicc of 111s3monument.

The large town which is seen about a
mile away, located on both sides of the
M mme River, is Ch~teau-r~hierry.

Face i(s tall, square church lower, which
(Iirccl ion is approximate y east.

tJust heyond and to the left of the
( hurch are the tree-covered ruins of the
cld ch~teau which giive the town its name.

During the critical days of late May
I!)1S, when the German troops were ad-
\7itt~{’i]~grapidly in this direction, the
A11112~iCilfl 3d Division wits training ill an
area some distance to the southeast of
here. As the hostile rush continued and
the gravity of the situation became more
appiarent, this division, which had had
no front-line experience, was hurriedly
moved up and thrown into the line in
scattered detachments near Ch~teau-
Thierry, to assist in preventing the
Germans from crossing the Marne River.

The 7th Machine Gun Battalion of

that division arrived late in the evening
of May 31, shout the time the German
troops were entering the northern (left)
outskirts of Chfiteau-Thierry, and took
up a position along the south (right as
seen from here) bank of the river to defend
the crossings in town. Two guns of that
unit were sent to assist French detach-
ments fighting just beyond the chiiteau
and, though orders for their withdrawal
had been issued, they were still there when
during the night of June 1 the highway
bridge was blown up hy the French to
prevent the Germans from crossing.
Arriving at the bridge just after it had
been destroyed, the men who had manned
these two rnaclline guns resolutely fought
their way to the railruad bridge where
they and their French ct]mrades, after a
hand-to-hand conflict wit}l German in-
fantry, succeeded in recrossing.

This machine gun battalion of the 3d
Division, assisted ~Jy French troops,
prevented the Germans from crossing
the river in town and inflicted exception-
ally heavy losses on them.

It was due to this spirited defense, to
the gallant stand of the 2d Division in
the area just visited and to the desperate

Main Bridge at Chireau-Thietry, Blown Llpby French ro
Prevent (krmans fruln Crossing
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efforts of the I@]][,l] Ilnits that the C,er-
man :idvanre on this front was definitely
stopped un June .1. The hostile front
line at t}~at time did ilot cross the Mm-ne
River but {iid i]lclu(lt all of this hill.

Oo June 6 and 7 the French IOth
Colonial IJivisiun with the 30th Infantry
of the 3d Division atturhed, sturting
about 1;< mi]es tt~ the right uf here,
launched two attilcks agtiinst this hill
and succeeded in gtiiuing a fuutho]d on
top of it, Tlie 4th Illf;tlltry, ;Id Division,
Iuter in ,Julie, held ii front-line position in
the wo(J(i h(>hin(l here for a few d:iys.

The M I)ivision held the south hank
of the riv(,r from (’li:~lt~:i~l-’~lli{,rry on M
far as the eye can see during part of June
and July, the C,en,, an lines l~eing on the
other bank. Its a livities until July 15
consisted muit]ly Ii, pre]j:iring its own
position for defense and in sending an
occasional patrol across the river to
capture prisol~(,rs :11)(I ;Itl(,mljt to secure
information concerning the enemy truops.

On July 1 small units of the 111111
Infantry, 28th Division, and on July 6
elements of the 1llth and l12th Infan-
try Regiments, 28th Division, assisted
the French in lucal attacks which gained
some ground in front of here. On JLI]Y 6
the small wood, Bois de Cuurteuu, seen
directly ahead on this slope, was captured.
on the night of July & 9, the Germans
recaptured that woud in an attack during
the cuurse of which four companies of the
2Sth I)ivisi(]n lwt.tin]e engtiged.

As a result of the l~rench-American
counteroffensive which began on July 18
south uf %issons, the Germans withdrew
frum tl]is vicinity during the night of
July 20-21. They were immedititely
pursued by the troops on this front.

EN ROUTE MONLJMENTON HILL WM
TO NEAR M&ZY

(61.0 m 98.1 km) Return to main high-
wny, turn sharply to the right and con-
tinue into the 10WII of {’hfiteuu-’l’hicrry.



3d Division Monument at Ch&zu-Thvwy

(63.0 m 101.4 km) Just before reach-
ing the main bridge in Ch5teau-1’hierry,
on the left is a building containing a small
museum of war relics, und near it is a
monument erected by the 3d Division.

(63.1 m 101.5 km) Crass lhe river.
From bridge. to the right in (he distance

can lW seen the monument on Hill 204.
(63.6 m 102.3 lin~) Ikyond the vitiduct

over the railroad, turn to the left.
(6.5.0 m 104.6 Iim) Beyond the town, for

the next few miles the tour runs near
the Marne River, which winds its way in
the valley to the left of this road.

(65.2 m 104.9 km) The high ridge seen
to the left is on the opposite side of the
river. German observation posts there
kept close watch of the American activi-
ties near this road. All suspicious move-
ments were communicated to German
batteries conceded in woods and ravines
in rear of the ridge and the places con-
cerned on this side were generally SUIE
jerted to immediate shelltire.

(67.0 m 107.8 lim) Near tirst sharp left
bend in rrmd is the villoge of Fossoy.
This wm cl{~seto the west flank of the lust

Machine Gun, 3d Divisirxt, in Posicio!l It
Ch~teau-Thierry,June 1, 1918

great German offensive of the war, which
started on July 15. That part of the 3d
Division in the area seen to the left front
was caught by the full force of the assault
units of the powerful German attack.

(67.6 m 108.8 km) From top of first hill
beyond Fossoy, to the left about 1/2 mile
away are seen two farms. The troops of
the 3d Division defending those places on
.July 15 fought to the last man. The few
Germans who then advanced beyond this
road were later either killed or captured
by the American troops.

The area where units of the 28th Division
assisted the French in stopping the German
advance on JulII 15 lies about ~ miles south-
east of the next village, Cr&ancg, TO visit,
at second street in Crizancy turn right and
travel via St. Eugine, Monthurel, C’elles-les-
Conrfk to St. Agnan. Consult map OIL page

65 before starting. To complete a loop and
!0 visit the sectors held b~ ~!)tits oj the .281h
~~iuision along the Marne continue thrwugh
St. A qnan toward Dormans. Upon j’oininq
wl(tin highwa g near Dormmzs turn left and
jollow it to Crizancy. Rejoin the tour there.
Leug/h of detour about 18 miles. Amount
of time required—l hour.

(68.7 m 110.5 km) Soon after entering
the next town, Cr6zancy, turn sharply to
the left on the road to M6zy.

Ch+zancy was never captured by the
Germans although the other side of
Surmelin Creek valley, seen to the right,
was in their possession for ~our days, and
during two dtiys fighting occurred in rear
(south) of the town on the high ground
ticross the creek from it.

(69.6 m 112.0 lim) At first crossroads
Iwyond the village cemetery, STOI’. .

in this vicinity occurred some of tile
most desperate tighting of the war.

Face down the road which direction is
opproximatcly north.

Rxcept for Moulins Ridge, seen directly
to the right, all other hills on the horizon
to the front and sides are on the opposite
bank of the Marne River and were in
German lumds on July 14.

The German attack of July 15, their
last great oflensive, involved a 5(J-mile
front from near here to beyond Reirns.

(60)



Defensive Operations 3d Division, July 15-18, 1918
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in this vit.irlity tl,c 3d I)ivisiull I)clcf the were captured east of Reinls frum whom
line of the ri],cr from M(}ulins Iti[lge to it was leurned that the Iong-ex]xx:ted
Ch&teau-’I’hierry, 5 miles away to the left. German ofi’ensive would begin shortly

On the evening of J u] y 14, prisoners after midnight, ‘l%king full advantnge



of this information, at 11:45 ]). m. every
gun (JII this side of the river ~)]azed forth
in an intensive bombardment ‘which
caused great havoc in front of here in the
German masses forming up for the attack.
The support trenches and other points
where Cerman troops would naturally
ussemble for an assault were so heavily
shelled that some of their units had to be
replaced before tlw attack began.

At 12:10 a. m. on July 15 tl~e German
artillery opened up, and almut 2:00 a. m.
there WilS n sudden increase of machine-
gun and rifle tire along the river as
the enemy started his atkmpts to cross
by means of ferries and ponton bridges.
One (If tllc six Ct,rnlan r(,gimcnls m,hie}]
Uttil Clit?(l tll(, 3d Division (,r(wwd in f’rollt
of here. It was badly cut up by Ameriran
artillery tire, and the troops WI)Oreached
the railroud near M6zy, tl]e village seen
ilh(!S(l, were (;otlllter:lttii(,li(’{1 an{] forced
l)ilCli over tile river, tl)e remnants rea(:li-
ing the far knk shout 5:00 a. m. AI~--
other regiment which crossed to the left
of here suffered he:Ivily from artillery
and machine-gun fire. Ilowever, it. wiped
out the American tr[mps on the riverbank
and advanced shout 5:00 a. m. in the f~ice
of rifle and machine-gun fire from Amer-
icans in the woods shove them. The
atta(.k was stoppt?d near the e(lges of the
woods to t)le left rcilr of lwre. A thirxl
regiment, after several disastrous at-
tempts, crossed near Mont St. I~i~re,seen

.
on the hillsidt? to the left of M6zy, al)out
8:45 a. m. and in spite cf heavy casualties
a considerable lmrt of it reached the rilil-
roud rrnd the field in front of here, in both
of which places large numbers of German
soldiers later slu-rendered.

Early in the morning, the Germans suc-
ceeded in advancin E over ground held by
the French on the far side of Lfoulins Ridge.
This exposed the right of the American
line, and detachments on the ridge had to
withstand several attacks against their
front and flank during the day. The
fighting there and nwr this point was of
the greatest severity, involving repeiited
attacks and counterattacks until the
urlits cfmcerned were illnl(lst destroyed.

On the entiw front of attack this side of
Reims, t}ie Germans sucreeded in ad-
vancing about 4 miles on July ] 5 at all
places except near here where they were
opposed I)y American troops. At micf-
nigllt of that day the Germans to Lllc
front and left front were retreating
across the Miu-ne while the front line of
the 3d Division was iil)out 600 yards
Ilehind this point in the woods.

OIL tlw 1[;th the detachments of the
3d Division still on Morrlins Ridge, being
almost cut off from neighboring units,
were withdrawn to a line about 1 mile to
the rear. C)n tllilt same day the 111tll
lnfalltry of the 28(JL l)ivision rcliew,d
that part of the 3d Division in rear of
her-eand on July 17 chat regiment rees-



.?i.il.1<1LA12 <)1, 151< A11LIN> IN

lilllliSh(,(l its ]jart of the fr(~t)t line along
(1w riv{>rl):ilili t{) tilt Ic,fl of” hl(zy.

The Grrmal]s i,I;I<le 110 urgunized
ilttilCliS in this viciil(y (In the I(jth, hut
fart]ler to the rigll~ ih[,ir :Ldv;incc con-
tinued although hlw(d up to a large

extent, hy a 1,’rrncll ~(ninterat~ocli.

Of tile two regimvll(s (If llle 3{1 Division
which were c:iugl It )Iy tllc full force of the
initial fG(, rman attac i,, tl)e 3M}I Infantry
on the right was elentu:tlly forced to
meet assaults from [ Iic fronl and from
l)Oth tlallliS. 1n this precarious position
it gullantly fo{lgllt i I]e storm troops of
tile e]]erny to a St.ill)(kti]]. The 3(M11

Infantry (In the left, itl ii (liflt~rer]t but no
less difficult situatio]l, ]Ierf(]rm(,tl its task
with equal determination find bravery,
and consequently on (he front of these
units the Germ:lns gained nothing to com-
pi?nsate tli(,ln for Lhtir (.areful pre]mra-
tions and heavy Imx++. The conduct of
the American troops in this action gave
further impetus to tile rapidly increasing
reputation of tl)e Anleri(,an divisions.

By ,July 17 t }]e C,,rmall offmsive h:id
heell dtJfillit~ly StOpI)(’1 011 th(: Wh(J]e frUllt,
and the next day tl:t, I’renrh and Ameri-
cans began tht,ir gr{mt cuunteroffcnsive
south of Soiss(,ns. As ii result of the
Allied c(][]]]terof~{,l~siv(:, the Germtin Iligh
Command ]Jronl])t]y trderecf a withdrawal
from this lmrt of the Aisne-hlw-ne salient,
which lx,g:ItL during tile lligllt of July 19.
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On July 21 a regiment of the 3d Divi-
si{~n crossed the river ne;tr Chfiteau-
Thierry und occupied Mont St. I%re from
which place it protected the crcssing of
the remainder cf the division.

From here l.o Fismes, about 19 miles
away, the American divisinns advanced
along the axis of the Marne salient. The
ground passed over on the tour is part of
t})at which they restored to France during
the period July 20 to August 6.

RN ROUTEhtRARhlfiZYTO NEARCWURMONT

(70.0 m 112.6 km) To the right of the
bridge on which this roiid passes over
the railway in N16zy, an American de-
tachment held out until late in the after-
noon of July 15 in spite of all eflorts of
the Germtins to capture them.

(70.1 m 112.8 km) Beyond bridge, at
rurve in road, in the excavations seen 10
(he left, a small group of Americans held
their position on the first day of the offen-
sive long :ifter the German lines had swept
beyond them on both their flanks.

(70,4 m 113.3 km) Upon approaching
the river note the open fields on this side
of it. Reports of German officers state
that their troops srrflered heavy losses
on those flats from the accurate rifle fire
of the Americon soldiers.

During the night of July 21 and the
next morning a large part of the 3d Divi-
sion crossed the river on a temporary



Le CharmelCh&teau,Captured by the
}d Division, July 27, 1918

bridge built by the division engineers
near the site of the present structure.

(70.8 m 113.9 km) After crossing bridge,
at first junction bear to the right.

(71.2 m 114.6 km) Pass through the
village of Chart&ves, which was occupied
by the 3d Division on July 22.

(71.4 m 114.9 km) At far side of village,
by looking to the right across the river a
view of the American position as seen by
the attacking German troops on July 15 is
obtained. Detachments of Americans
with machine guns were in the underbrush

along the riverbank while stronger forces
were along the railroad seen beyond it.
The division orders prescribed that the
main line of resistance on the high wooded
ground in rear .be held at all costs.

(7~.7 m 117,0 ~rn) Just before entering

the ne~t viUage, Jaulgonne, STOP with-
out leaving car. (See map on next page.?

To the right front, on the other side of
the bridge, the course of the river bends
abruptly, its valley being visible for some
distance extending to the right. Four
companies of the 28th Division, attached
to French units, were stationed along that
part of the river when the enemy launched
the July 15 attack. One of them was on
the opposite bank with its nearest flank
at the bridge, while the other threw were
up the valley just beyond the next bend.
The Germans forced a crossing between
th=e two groups and also advanced past
their outex flanka for a considerable dk-
tance, but were unable to cross the river
in their immediate front. Shortly after
daybreak, when the full power of the
German attack developed, the French
fell back without advising the Americans
or ordering their retirement, thus aban-
doning the four American companies
on the riverbank. Although surrounded,

Pomon Bridge Near M&zyBuilt by Engineersof
the 3d Division

.—— .-—
l!!
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these companies main-
tained their positions
until 8:00 a. m., when
they started to fight
their way back to re-
gain the French lines
which had been rees-
tablished, with the help
of other unita of the
2Sth Division, about
3 miles to the rear.
The survivors reached
these new French lines
during the afternoon.”

on July 16 and 17
the French units and
those of the 28th Divi-
sion on these new lines
1au n ch e d counterat-
tacks which succeeded
in recovering some
of the lost ground.
During July 18 the
elements of the 28th
Division were with-
drawn from the front
line, its lessee in this
area from July 15 to
18 having been about
1,200 oficem and men.

Continue.
(7.3.’2 m 117.8 km)

Straight through
Jaulgon?e, which -was
captured by the 3d
Division on July 22.

(73.7 m 118.6 km)
Beyond town, in the
ravine along this road,
a part of the division

~

Defensive Operations of 28th Division

k\ ~Route, describedin text 1A

G,!- 1-l. ,c Q ..-, . . . . --v<

— American Front Line — French Front Line --- Gap July 16
-xx— 8oundary French Division with which Elements

of 28th Division Were %ving
Arrows show counterattack of 109th Inf. Jufv 16

advanced ‘on July 22 to the’ far edge of
the next village, Le Charmel. Threatened
with isolation, these units, which were
then several miles ahead of the troops
on both sides of them, withdrew to the
general vicinity of Jaulgonne.

During the next few days bitter strug-
gles took place near this road as the Ger-
man Army fought for time to withdraw
the great quantities of supplies and am-
munition which had been brought to this
front but which had not been used, due

to the sudden unsuc&asful ending of their
offensive which started early on July 16.

(74.3 m 119.5 km) Some distance far-
ther on, to the right front up the vaUey,
can be seen Le Charmel Chiiteau. That
chilteau, now rebuilt; was the scene of in-
tense fighting, the Germans holding it
against severe attacks until July 27.

(75.1 m 120.8 km) At next main road
junction, keep straight ahead passing
through Le Charmel, which although
stubbornly defended was captured by the
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la Croix Blanche Farm la Cerise V)llers. sur. Fire O!se-A!sne
Amer!can Cemetery

Seringes.et. Nesles ~
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3d Division during daylight hours on
July 25 after an extremely hard fight.

For the next few miles the American
advance encountered only slight resist-
ance as the main German forces had
been withdrawn to the Ourcq River
during the night of July 26-27.

The operations, described later, of the
28th and 32d Divi&ons on the Ourcq
were directed from their division head-
quarters located in Le Charmel.

(78.1 m 125.7 km) About 3 miles be-
yond the town of Le Charmel, Courmont
is seen to the right of the road.

(78.6 m 126.3 km) After passing the
village of Cour mont, a few yards before
reaching the next main crossroad, STOP.

Panorama From .%op

The panoramic sketch on these pages will
be oj great help in case di@ultg occurs in
locating the places mentioned below.

The Ourcq River lies in the valley to
the right and right front. The far slopes
of it had been organized by the Germans
into a formidable position by the time
the American and French troops arrived
here on the evening cf July 27 and began
the series of attacks which finally drove
the German troops from it.

This fighting was of tbe most severe
character and although moat of the
American divisions were participating in
an offensive for the first time the natural
courage and fighting spirit of the Ameri-
can soldiers carried them forward to

German Trench-MorrarBombardmentof Allied Strong Point,
,July15, 1918. @ G

,.,
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Sergy Caranda MIII Clerges BOIS des 6r!mpettes Ronch6res
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West of Chsrrnont

accomplishments which could not have
been excelled by veteran assault divisions.

From this point many of the attacks
made against the German defenses were
visible. Long thin lines of khaki-clad
!American soldiera could be seen ad-
@ncing up the slopes across the valley,
‘$receded by bursts of smoke as the artil-
~lery barrage moved forward to prepare
;the way for them. Hostile fire took
‘%eavy toll from the attacking units, and
~counterattacka launched from the wooded
heights often forced tbe Americans back.
‘Such setbacks, however, were but signals
for new assaults, which were bravely and
persistently repeated until all of the
heights were finally in American hands.

The neareat village to the front in the
Ourcq River valley is Sergy. To the
right front a road is seen, in the distance,
entering a large wooded area.

Face that point, which direction is
approximately northeast.

Cou%ont, the neareat town seen to
the right, was captured by a French
division on July 27. . That night the
28th Division relieved the French, taking
over a line the center of which was near
this point and which changed direction
so as to run along the far side of Cour-
mcmt. The 3d Division had the zone cf
action to the right of Courmont.

On July 28 Ronch?mes, seen on the hill
beyond Courmont, was captured by the

German Hea~ Machine Gun Unit Advancing Through Captured Vi!lage,
.JuIv 15, 1918. @ G

,,
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Ground Gained Near the Ourcq River by the 3d, 28th
32d and 42d Divisions, July 28-August 2, 1918

~ Line of Relief ~ Front Line ----- Gap in Line
—xxx– Corps Boundary —XX— Division Bounda~

3(1 Division, and the 28th Division ad- stand on the opposite side of this valley,
vanved its Iincs to the other side of the About a mile from here, on the nearest
Ourc(I ltiver all along its front. During hill seen to the left of and heyund Cuur-
the fighting thut day the German resist- mm~t, is tl~e Dois des Grirnpettes, a key
iince wws sLI(’h that it became evident point of the German position. Although
they inteniied to make a determined in the zone of action of the 3d and later



of the 32d Divisiun, it commanded the
28th Division frcm Lto such an extent that
it bad to be captured before any appre-
ciable advance c{)[ild be made. On both
July 28 and 29 i L was tit.tacked, but not
captured, ljy the 3d Division from near
Rrrnch?res and l)y the $?tltb Division from
its position in fro]il of 1){.w.

On the night of July 29 the 3d Division
was relieved by the 32d, after having
been in line since early .June and having
made an outstan(ling record in combat.
Its casualties werf, nearly 6,600.

On July 30, as I he resu)L of two attacks
supportwl by l~iief but intense artillery
preparations, the 28th Division succeeded
in taking the Buis des Grimpettes in the
afternoon, after a savage band-to-hand
fight in which it was assisted by the X3d
I)ivisi~n. It also occupied fur a short
time purt of the village of Cier-ges, whuse
church tower, which looks like a small
house from here, can be seen to the right
of and below tile point the observer is
facing. A German counterattack was
repulsed about d;irk of t,}ii]t day.

During the nigl,t uf July 30-31 the 32d
Division relieved the 28th Divisiun,
whose casualties had totaled more than
1,400 officers and men, thus extending its
front to the left as far as Caranda Mill,
the building partially seen in the small
clump of trees at the foot of this bill ahuut
midway between Cierges and Sergy.

The wood” Wlll(ll IK)v(>l’stile {west of tll(,

ridge tu the right of and beyond Carandu
Mill is I.es J(lml~lets. It lay in the Ger-
mon main line of defense and was an im-
lmrtant stn)]ig I){]int. on July 31 tile 32d
IJivisioll, in :1[1 :ltta(k Iaun(’ll(d ul)out
2:00 p. m., ~ii[)tu~~d Cierges and reached
IA’S ,]orm])lcls, IJUL W:IS ff)r(’f,(l I)y h(,;ti,y
hostile fir~! t{, f;lll })ii[:li frurn tll:ll WI){)(].
On the next dny, in m attack made in
the early mornil~g, the division ctiptured
l.es Jomblets arid esttil,lished itself atmut
lL mile farther on. ‘rhere the troops,-
repulsed a counterattack made shortlj,
after dayl)reali. Ah{)ut 9:00 a. m., how-
ever, they were driven lmck by a fierce
German counterattack supported by
artillery. ‘1’bat afternoon Les Jomblets

42LII)ivisiw Arcillq Pining Thruugh Scrgy,

August 3, 1918

was finally taken and held hy the 32d
Division as the result of twu separate
regimental assaults, made about the same
time, which converged close to the point
which the observer is now facing.

Sergy, in the valley tu the left frunt,
and Seringes-et-Nesles seen well to the
left of it, are both located beyond the
Ourcq. Villers-sur-FGre in the distance
to the observer’s left, is on this side of the
river. These tuwns were captured by the
42d l)ivision in operations which will be
described at the next stop.

‘To the left front in the distance, the
Oise-Aisne Ameriran Cemetery, which is
[Iistillguisll[,{l l)y iLs fi(,](l of wl)ile Il(,:i(l-
stones, is seen slightly to the right of and
below tlie village of Seringes-et-Neslr+s.
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‘f’hc? route 11(,W t’ollo\s{” I(]sdy tile Sollth

b~llk ot” tile (JUI’(’([ If IV(’l” lllld il l)(ltt(!~

view of Inany of tlIe l)l<l(.{,s just n3enti{~ned
will be obtained. ‘r},., nutural strength
of the German posit.i[)lls across the river
will also lx more evi(lint at thtit time.

EN ROUTE NEAU {’(,URMON’I’ TO NEAR
\ll.14P;lis-s[llt-Ffilt IG

(79.5 m 127.9 km) JI’hilt asccnciing
tile next ridge, (’icrges is SC(, I) to t]le

right, a}~out a mile away.
(80.4 m ~29.4 li,l~) The next villuge

seen to tile right is Sergy. That 1own

11!1. .\l SA1-hl,\ll Nli I{l(; li)x 71

Ie(l ii }))utou]] in :111 utt:l(.k which r’csulleti

in the mptum of that w(md, and ulthougil
uguin hit several times during the aswIult,
he broiw up a hostile counterutt.urif
mtlil[ly by his own wcurate automatic
rifle fire. lle remained in churge until
the position had been made secure, after
whi{h, suflering from nine wounds ill
various parts of the body, this gaiirr]lt
soliii(,r dragged hi]nself’ to shelter.

(s1 ,S m 131.6 km) Just before reach.
ing the next (own, Viilcrs-sur-lJ&re,
iIbout 100 yards t’rom iop of hili, where n
cl~ilr view to rigilt is oirtained, STOP.

and the steep SIOIWS on Iwtil si(ies of
it were stul)lx,rnly dd~lld(:(t I)y the
Germ:m tr, mps who W(LIWI]oldilig tl~cl]i.

(80.9 m 130.2 IiIn) A shorl dk[ilnL’C ltir-
ther on. to fhe righl on (he hillside :wross
tilC ViIllL’Y$ is Well a solirll triangul; u-

shapeci wood where I’rivate. Sidney E.
Manning, 42d I)itision, performmi the
deeds on J Uiy ~h for which hc was
riwardwi the Ct)lll,,l{>ssiorial Mwlal of
Honor. I’rivate h[anning, who had
been severely W(ju II(ie(i shortly before,

‘i’lie village of Seringes-et-Nm!es und
tlw Oise-Aisne Anwric:lll Ccmrtery to the
right of it :uw srx,n ucr(ws tl:c v:iik$y.

Ihce the cemc{ery, which dirwcti(m is
iipproximately northeast.

Tile ourctl ltivcr is iutat.twl in t hc villh,y
at the foot of this slope.

‘1’he 42d I)ivisiun captured Villers-sur-
lWW on the 27il L +in(l c{)lltinueci its LLl-
tacks on the Zt+th gtiining n fuuthold on
the other side of the Ourcq. Sergy, seen
10 i tic ri~llt, wllicli MM strongly 11(,111I)y



the Germans, was entered by patrols that
day but not captured although ground
was gained in its immediate vicinity.

Across the river in front of here an
unusual exploit was performed on July 28
by Sergeant Frank Gardella, Jr., of the
42d Division. Two enemy airplanes were
f?ying parallel to the American infantry
lines and pouring machine-gun bullets
into them, driving everyone to cover.
Sergeant Gardella, noting the situation,
rushed to his machine gun and took aim
at the upper of the two machines. Al-
though he was constantly subject to a
storm of bullets from the planes and from
enemy snipers on the ground, he never-
theless coolly sighted his gun and riddled
tbe upper plane, causing it to collapse and
fall in flames. IG falling it struck the
lower plane and brought it to the earth
also. For his coolness and bravery he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

Part of the 47th Infantry, 4th Division,
was attached to the 42d Division and,
with this additional strength, Sergy was
captured on July 29 and other advances
made. In the valley to the front, the
nearest wood in line with the cemetery,

Bois Colas, which was literally bristling
with hostile machine guns, and tbe town
of Seringes-et-Nesles were captured on
that day in brilliant attacks. Although
the gains at Seringes-et-Nesles and Sergy
formed pronounced salients in the line
and the troops in them were subjected to
fire from three sides, the Germans were
unable to retake that ground.

On July 30 the attacks were continued
but in spite of determined efforts no sub-
stantial gains were made. A strong
German counterattack near Meurcy Farm,
identified by the buildings seen to the
right of the cemetery, was repulsed.

In the bitter fighting around that farm,
Sergeant Richard W. O’Neill, 42d Divi-
sion, advanced ahead of the assaulting
line and attacked an enemy force of about
25 men. In the ensuing hand-tc+hand
encounter he sustained pistol wounds but
heroically continued in the fight, during
which he received additional wounds.
With great physical effort he remained in
active command of his detachment until
he was again wounded and was forced by
weakness and loss of blood to be evacu-
ated. He insisted upon being taken first
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to the hutt>ilion (f~n]nlati(lvr in order to

tralismit 10 him valuable information rela-
tive to the enemy positiuns and the ciis-
position of his met]. For his conspicuous
bravery above and beyond the call of duty
Sergeant 0’Neill was later awarded the
Congressional hled:ll of IIonl)r.

On July 31, after u vw-y IIeavy bom-
hardrnent in whi(ll smoke and thermite
shells were used, the liny Bois Ilru16,
which covered tile grouIi{i near t.llis en[i
of the cemetery, was aimndt)ned hy the
Germans and the 42d l}ivision occupietl
it and illeurcy Fun), thus forming
another salient in the German lines, By
the evening of August 1 tile 42(1 and

3’2(1 Divisions were in secure p(w+ssion
of a l~lrge porti{)n of th<: IIigh ground on
the other side of t}le riv(r, from Seringes-
et-Nesles to lwyon{l I.es .Joml)lets.

These SII(.(Y>SS(>S,;in,l those of the
]1’runch f;lr’t[l(’r t{) LIN} !eft, caust,(i the

Germans to wittl(lr:iw (luring the night

of August 1 2 t,) th~ir next prepared
position at the Vesle River, 10 miles in
front of here. The pursuit, which was
hegun by the Americans and French on
themorningt~f August 2, had tooverrorne

. ..!.,.,,. . . . . . . . . . .,,,..,,,. .,
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many hostile machine-gun nests cleverly
pla(,ed in mutually supporting positions
throughout the entire area hetween the
Ourcq and the Vesle Rivers.

The 42d Division on August 2 ad-
vanced over the ground on which the
cemetery stands and through the Fortl
de Nesles, the large WOO(1 seen beyond
the cemetery. On AugusL3 the {iivision,
having suffered nearly 6,500 casualties,
wns rx’lieved hy the 4th Division w}lich,
togt!ther with the 32d Division on its
rigl, ~, continuqd to push fm-w:~rd until the
Vesle River was reached.

EN ROUTE NEAR VII.I.E1{S-SUR-FfiRE ‘ro
OISE-AISNE AMERICANCEMETENY

(S2.6 m 132.9 IiIn) f’ross Ourcq I{iver.
Note its extremely small size.

(83.0 m 133.5 Iim) Turn sharply to
the right on the first street in the next
town, FLrt:-~*11-’~ur{l{’llt~is.

The American I Corps IIead(lutirtw-s
was located here from August 5 to 13
after the Germans had been <iriven hack
from their position near the Ourcq.

(84.3 m 1;35.6 km) Beyond town, at
the Iurge cemetery near the road, STOP.





r(zirr:illging llifnls elves into a s~i[~x,ssil)n
of sylnmetricul geometrical designs.

The chapel is a harmonyof colnr, with
its pink iiI]rf gray sandstone wulls and
variegated marble columns. It is semi-
cir[, ular in form and from its terrace a
fine view of the c(~metery and the sur-
rounding country (an he obtained.

The decorative sculpture of the chapel
is ltomanes~lue in sty!e but modern in
subject. On each froht wall iippf?ars
(he coat uf arms of the IJnited Stutes,

reception room” for visitors and the uflice
of the slrl]t’ritlt[,rl(l~’r~t, wher-e in(~lliries for
infornlilticl]l (jr rx]nc[, rning tl~e I(w;ltion of
a particular gruve sl)ould be m:ide.

The cemetery is entered through an
orna.ment.al wrl}ught-iron gateway. Ruws
of trees und lwds (If rwi roses line the
central ]I;ltlis. ‘1’he (hapel (jv{rlt)(,ks thc~
cemetery from the r(’:ir and as tile visitor
walks toward it Lhelietcls of white n);irl)l(!

headstones vt)nstarltly change p:ltlern,
the crosses ;ll)parc~]ltly ;irrtinging and

Iwrieath a frieze of shiel(ls which display
th(, it)sigt)i:t of I)ra]i(,hes {)f the Army.

‘1’)~e (x)l~]n]n (~]])ititls are c~~rved with the
insignia of the Ameri(an divisions which

to(, h part in tlIe Luttles in this region rind
with vnrious military wtmp~)ns and articles
of e([ui~Jn)erlt. In the four medallions
XIJIJVC tll(: m)lllt)]ns tlie mo(lwn soldier is
contrasted wi~h the medieval crusader.

Tllc sirnl)le lines of the interior are
s{)ftene(l l)y the suhducd light from the
windows wl)t)se Ilxnes are thin slabs of



76 AMERICAN OPERA TIOhTS IN THE AI Sh’E-MARhl E REGION’

Field Artillery During a Lull Between
Engagements,July 191s

Algerian onyx. The chapel contains a
beautiful altar of carved stone, and upon
tbe walls appear in carved and gilded
letters the names of American soldlers
who fought in this region and who sleep
in unknown graves. The museum room
across the terrace from the chapel proper
contains flags of the United States and
France and a beautifully carved and dec-
orated wall map, upon which are shown
the areas in this region captured by the
different American divisions.

While visiting the cemetery it is only
with effort that the visitor can bring his
imagination to picture the scenes of bitter
combat which took place on these slopes
when the 42d Division was fighting for
them, and on the various other battle-
fields of the Ourcq River valley which
were fought over by soldiers of the Ameri-
can 3d, 4th, 28th, 32d and 42d Divisions.

Joyce Kilmer, the poet, was killed in
the fighting near here and now rests in
this cemetery with so many other of his
brave friends and comrades.

As the inscription which is seen above
the columns of the chapel states:

“THEsE ENDURED ALL AND GAVE ALL
THAT HONORANDJUSTICEMIGHTPREVAIL
ANDTHATTHEWORLDMIGHTENJOYFREE-
DOMAND INHERIT P-EACE.”

EN ROUTE OISE-AISNE AMERICAN CEME-
TERY TO NEAR FISMES

(85.5 m 137.6 km) The next village,
Nesles, was taken by the 42d Division on
August 2. Near it can be seen the ruins
of a 13th Century chfiteau.

(86.0 m 138.4 km) Beyond Nesles,
about lfz mile, the zone of action of the
32d Division is entered.

During an aerial combat on July 14,
First Lieutenant Quentin Roosevelt, son
of ex-Pre.sident Theodore Roosevelt, was
shot down near Chamery. The Germans
buried him where he fell, and marked his
grave with the wheels of his plane and
a rough cross bearing the inscription
“ROOSEVELT, AMERICAN AVIATOR”. On

4rh Division Troops on Way to Front,
Seringes-et-Neslea,August 4, 191s
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Camouflaged Road J.st Norchof Dravegny. .
Road followed by tour

~ August 2 the grave was found by advanc-
ing troops of the 32d Division, who held
appropriate services and built a fence

~- protecting the spot. Since that time it
~ has been more permanently marked.

To visit grave, turn right at crossroad
indicated in next paragraph. At next. nil-
lage, Charnery, take jirst road to the Iejt
(impassable in wet weather) and go 800

- gards to grave, which is 100 gards to left
oj road. Totat length oj side trip-2 mites.
Amount of time required—80 minuies.

(88.2 m 141.9 km) At next main cross-
road at foot of long slope, turn left toward
the village of Coulonges.

(88.6 m 142.6 km) In next village.
Coulonges, beyond bridge turn left.

This village and the next one, Cohan,
were captured on August 2 by the 32d
Division. The right boundary of the
division was just to the right of tbe road

~ which the tour is following.
(89.6 m 144.2 km) Continue through

~. the town of Cohan.
i (90.9 m 146.3 km) In the next village,
~’Dravegny, at the church turn to the
: left, at the next corner turn to the right

toward the viIlage of Ch6ry-Chartreuse.

Dravegny wa~ captured by the 32d
Division on August 2. The front line
of the division on that night was estab-
lished in the north edge of the town.

The X+t.h Division Headquarters di-
rected operations from this village during
the period August 4–14, while the division
was fighting akng the Vesle.

(91.7 m 147.5 km) Beyond the next
hill, the town seen in front across the
valley is Ch&y-Chartreuse. The 4th
Division, after relieving the 42d Division
during the early morning, advanced on
August 3 to the wood seen just to the
right of and beyond that town.

(93.7 m 150.8 km) At small monument
near entrance to Ch6ry - Chartreuse turn
right. Note speedometer reading.

(97.3 m 156.6 km) 3.6 miles farther
on, when the large town, Fismes, comes
in fdl view to the right front, STOP.

Face the church, the right one of the

Observation Balloon Trucks Passing Through
Coulonges, August 4, 1918
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Panorama From Stop Near Fismes

two buildings with a tower, which direc-
tion is approximately northeast.

The stream at the foot of this hill is
the Ardre River, which joins the Vesle
River at a point to the left front in the
valley. The German troops fcught stub-
bornly to hold Fismes and the slopes
which are seen beyond it.

On the afternoon of August 4 the 32d
Division attacked Fkmes from this hill,
suffering severe losses from hostile artil-
lery and machine-gun fire before the town
was finally captured.

On August 6, the 6th Brigade of the 3d
Division was placed in the line to the
right of Fismes. Although worn out by
its heavy fighting on the Marne River,
the brigade on August 7 and 10 made
valiant efforts to cross the river but did
not succeed in establishing a foothold on
the far bank. On August 11 the brigade
was relieved, its losses in this general vi-
cinity being about 600 officers and men.

On the night of August 6-7 the 28th

Ruinsof theCity Hall of Fismes,August14,1918

Division relieved the 32d Division, which
had advanced 11 miles and whose casual-
ties hzd been almost 3,800 since entering
the battle on the Ourcq River.

The 28th Division on August 7
launched an unsuccessful attack upon
Fismette, which is beyond the Veele
River, adjoining Fismes on its left side.
The next day, after two attacks with
heavy artillery preparation, parts of
Fwmette were captured and held. The
town was completely occupied on August,
10, but because of the German efforts to
retake it, desperate fighting took place
in the streets of the town almost daily
during the next two weeks.

In the fighting in Fismette on August
10 Sergeant James I. Mestrovitch, 28th
Division, performed tbe act of gallantry
for which he was awarded the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. Seeing his com-
pany commander lying wounded 30 yards
in front of the line after his company had
withdrawn to a sheltered position behind
a stone wall, Sergeant Mestrovitch volun-
tarily left cover and crawled through
heavy machim+gun and shell fire to where
the officer lay. He took the officer upon
his back and crawled back to a place of
safety where he administered first aid
treatment. His exceptional heroism
saved the life of his company commander.

During the early morning hours of
August 27, the Germans inclosed Fkmette
in a heavy barrage and attacked in force
with flame throwers, capturing or killing
all Americans holding it except a few
who escaped by swimming across the river.

—



On August 12 the 77th Division re-
lieved the 4th to the left of here and on
the 13th changes were made in the divi-
sion boundaries so that the 29th Division
held Fismes and the riverbank for about
~15miles to the right of it, while the 77th

Division held the line along the river
from Fismes to the left for about 3 miles.

The American III Corps directed active
operations for the first time on this front,
holding a sector immediately alongside
that of the American I Corps.

On the night of September 3-4, as a
result of the Oise-Aisne offensive, which
began north of Soissons on August 18, the
German lines here were turned and the
enemy troops along this front withdrew
toward the Aisne River. This movement
was covered by rear guards composed
mainly of machine gun organizations.

On September 4 the divisions here
started in pursuit, and by September 6
the 28th had pushed its front line about a
mile north of Baslieux, partially seen in
the little valley 3 miles away beyond the
church in Fismes. There the division
again faced a prepared German position
and had severe fighting in front of it
until relieved on the night of September
7-8 by one cf the French divisions.

The 77th Division was stopped on Sep-
tember 6, south of the Aisne River, after
an advance of *5 miles. From that day

Engineers Exploding Mine Trap Leh by
Germans in a Dugout Near BIanzY-

les-Fismes, September 5, 1918

until September 16, when it was relieved
by an Italian division (of which there were
two serving on the Western Front), its
line remained approximately in the same
place. A brief description of its service.
on the Aisne is given at t+? next stop.

In these operations the casualties of the
28th Division were about 5,300 and those
of the 77th Division nearly 4,800. By
their repeated efforts to cross the river
anti by their energetic pursuit after the
Germans had retired, both divisions
brought great credit upon themselves and
upon the American forces.

The State of Pennsylvania has built a
memorial bridge over the Vssle between
Fismes and Fisnwtte. To visit it, bear

Fismerte, Scene of Hard Fighting by the 28th Division
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rigk at road junction indicated in the next
paragraph, go to open plaza in town, turn
left and cross railroad to bridge. Total
length of side trip—1 mile. Amount of
t<me required—l 5 minutes.

EN ROUTENEAR FISMESTO
NEARBAZOCHES

(98.2 m 158.0 km) At the near edge of
Fismes, beyond the small bridge turn
sharply to the left toward Soissons.

The American advance passed from the
left to right across this road.

(98.8 m 159.0 km) After crossing the
Vesle River and the railroad, a densely
wooded area is seen on
the left. Part of it
surrounds a chhteau
called, on war time
maps, the Chateau du
Diable (Castle of the
Devil). Troops of the
4th, 28th and 77th
Divisions, who engaged
in many hot fights with
the Germans near this
ch$2teau, agree that the
place was well named.

(99.4 m 160.0 km)
Beyond the far end of
the wooded area, a 4th
Division monument is
passed on the right.

(100.3 m 161.4 km)
At the second crest,
when the next village is
plainly seen down the
road ahead, STOP.

Face to the left,

THE AI SNE-MARNE REGION

left front of here and also near Bazoches,
seen in the valley to the right, but they
were later withdrawn to the far bank.

On August 6 the division attacked in
force, after a 4-hour artillery preparation,
with this road as its main objective. It
forced a crossing opposite Vllle-Savoye
and reached this highway about ~ mile to
the left of here. The line was maintained
there, in spite of strong counterattacks,
until August 8, when it was withdrawn
to the railroad which runs in the valley
near this side of the river.

From August 7 to 9, the 4th Division
launched several attacks near Bazoches.

4rh Division Monument
NearBazoches

which direction is approximately south.
From this point a good view is obtained

of the ground fought over by the 4th and
later by the 7’7th Division.

The 4th Division, advancing in this
direction over the line of hills in front of
here, on August 4 captured St. Thibaut,
seen on the hillside to the right front, and
lWe-Savoye, seen to the left front. The
next day the division repulsed a counter-
attack and began attacks to gain a foot-
hold on this side of the river. Smail
detachments succeeded in crossing to the

Hostile fire preventing
the building of suitable
footbridges, many of
the men courageously
attempted to swim the’
river or crawl over on
fallen trees. T hose
who succeeded were
insufficient in number
to establish themselves
on this bank. Between
August 3 and 12, when
it was relieved by the
77th Division, the 4th
Division lost approxi-
mately 3,500 men.

For the next ten
days this sector, like
others along the front
where troops of neither
side were trying to
advance, was compsma-
tively quiet except at
night. During the

daytime all troops remained well con-
cealed to escape the vigilance of snipers
and hostile observers searching for
favorable artillery targets. After night-
fall, however, the hillside swarmed with
men busily strengtheni~g the positions,
while patrols from each side, trying
to discover the dispositions and inten-
tions of the other, frequently clashed
along the banks of the river and engaged
in small but desperate battles in the dark.

On August 22 the Germans attacked
the Ch&teau du Diable, located to the
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left in the trees, and drove the 77th
Division troops holding it across the river.
Early the next morning, the 77th counter-
attacked and in desperate fighting lasting
into the night regained part of the wood.

Bazoches was the objective of a care-
fuily prepared assault by the ‘77th Division
I:[unched early on August 27. The Chii-
teau du Diable was also attacked and in
each case the objectives fixed for the day
were reached after severe combats, but
in the end could not be retained.

Two German attacks were repulsed
during the night of September 1-2. On
September 4 the division crossed the
river, occupied Bazoches, and advanced
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lead his company in making a hazardous
attack on a commanding trench position
near the Aisne Canal, which other troops
had previously attempted to take with-
out success. His company immediately
met with intense machine-gun fire, against
which it had no artillery assistance, but
Captain Miles preceded the first wave and
assisted in cutting a passage through the
enemy wire entanglements. In so doing
he wzs wounded five times by machine-
gun bullets, both legs and one arm being
fractured, whereupon he ordered himself
placed on a stretcher and had himself
carried” forward to the enemy trench in
order that he might encourage and direct

Street in Soissons, .sepcember 1918

in pursuit of the Germans who had with-
drawn during the previous night. The
division reached the Aisne River valley
on September 6 and established its front
line close to this side of it.

The next few days were marked by fre-
quent local actions bitterly fought but
with only minor results. On September
14 the division attacked as part of a
general assault and made some gains
in spite of stubborn resistance.

It was during the fighting cf this day
that C apt ain L. Wardlaw Miles, 77th
DiYision, performed the heroic services
fcr \vllich he was awarded the Ccngres-
si:~na[ ~~edal of Honor. He volunteered to

his company, which by this time had suf-
fered numerous casualties. Under his in-
spiration the men held the hostile position
and consolidated their front line after an
action lasting two hours. This gallant
oilicer was then carried against his will to
a first-aid station for treatment.

On September 15, after repulsing a Ger-
man counterattack, the division was re-
lieved from the line and was sent to the
Meuse-Argonne region to take part there
in the great offensive of the American
First Army later in the month.

The tour now follows the Vesle River
valley as far as near Sermoise and then
continues along the Aisne River valley to
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Soiassons. No American fighting took place in the town of Laon, about 19 miles away.
in the area which will be passed over. (116.5 m 187.4 km) Upon reaching the

large monument in Soissons, continue
EN ROUTENEARBAZOCHESTO NEAR

MISBY-AUX-BOIS
straight ahead toward church for one
block. Bear left onto Rue Carnot and

In ita long and eventful history Soissons take second street to right. Continue to
has been destroyed and rebuilt many railroad, then turn sharp left across the
times, and no less than 32 sieges and tracks toward Villers-Cotter&s.
major battles have occurred there or (120.1 m 193.2 km) After leaving the
in the immediate vicinity. Among the vaUey, the large cemetery passed contains
pointa of interest in town are the cathedral French, British and German graves.
and the church of W. Jean-des-Vignes. (121.2 m 195.0 km) Beyond cemetery

The American battlefields at Jutignv and 1.1 miles, Missy -aux-Bois is seen to the
near Vauxaillon may be reached by follow- right front. When the village is in full

ing th~ main highway from Soissons to St. view, on top of the next rise in the road
Quentin. See pages 91-99. (beyond the kiIometer post), STOP.

An American 14-inch naval gun on a Face YJssy-aux-Bois, which direction
railroad mount, manned by men of the is approximately west.
United States Navy, fired from a position The reader is now on ground swept over
in St. Chriatophe Cemetery, )t mile weat by the main attack of the French-Ameri-
of Soisaons, from September 10 to October can counteroffensive of July 18 which
24. Its target was the railroad junction marked the turning point in the succession

Advance Command Post and Aid Station, 1s[ Division,
Near Missy-aux-Bois, July 20, 1913
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of dramatic military events that so closely
followed each other in the year 1918. Up
to the time of this attack, the .411ies had
been compelled to withstand a series of
powerful German offensives which almost
gained a decisive victory. It was in
this region that the tide definitely turned
in favor of the Allies, and this battle
was the first of a series of offensives,
made possible by the rapid arrival of
American troops, which, within less than
;our months, forced the enemy troops
back and compelled Germany to sue for
an immediate armistice.

It is difficult to imagine this peaceful
countryside as the scene of such a bitter
struggle. The fields were covered with
wheat, breast high, ready for harvest.
The Germans had dug here no elaborate
system of trenches, but every little rise
in the ground had its group of individual
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rifle pits and nests of machine guns, while
along the farm roads and ravines and
hidden by banks of earth and the tall
grain, were batteries of German artillery.
The farm buildings and villages, largely
of stone construction. afforded admirable
protection, and each constituted a strong
point which could be taken only after
the most desperate fighting.

The 1st Division attacked toward this
road from a line about 3 miles in front of
here, this point being near the center of
its zone of action. The zone of action of
the French 1st Moroccan Division, one
regiment of which was the famous Foreign
Legion, included Cravan~on Farm, the
group of buildings a mile down the road
to the left, and the zone of action of the
2d Division (to be visited later) lay be-
yond. These three divisions formed the
spearhead of the attack which started at

French - American Attack South of Soissons
July 18-22, 1918

~ Jump-off Line ~ Front Line –XX– Division Boundary
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4:35 a. m. on July 18. This assault was
made without arti]ler’y preparation but
hchind u rolling harrag(, aild quick]y over-
ran the forward German posit iuns.

About 7:00 a. m. the 1st Division
reached Missy-aux-Buis and the fur edge
of Missy Ravine, which extends to the
right from that village. Dy that time
the resistance had greatly stiffened, and
Missy -aux-Buis und the ravine itself were
full uf enerr.y troops. The assaulting
units at once pushed on into the ravine
in the face of point-blank fire from many
I)ilttcries of German zrtillery Io(mtrd
therein. These guns, whose removal

French division. 1)-uring the attack,
hostile fire from there held up the ad-
vance of part of tile 1st ]}ivision, where-
upon a support battalion of the division,
attacking in conjunction with the French,
captured the place in a hard fight. St.
Amand Farm, seen on the hill above Le
Mont d’Arly, had been previously cap-
tured by the 1st Division although also
situated in the French zone of action.

After the leading troops of the 1st
Division had reached this side of the
valley, a large hostile force came out of
a cave on the far slope near Le Mont
d’Arly and formed up to attack the

had been prevented by the rapidity of
the Arneriwm advance, destroyed a
rna]ority l~f the tanks which accom-
panied the l)rigade of the 1st Division
on that, flank. Iiowever, after a terrific
struggle the Germans in the ravine were
killed or taken prisoner, and the guns
emphwed in it were captured.

The little group of buildings called l,e
Munt d’Arly, seen 1 ‘; miles to the right
front in the trees below the edge of the
ravine, was in t}le zone of action of a

American troops in rear. This force,
however, was dr-iven I)ack intu the cave
hy an American support unit. After
futile attempts to boml) this German
f[,rce out of its cave, late in the after-
noon an ofiicer appeared at the mouth of
it waving a white fiag and surrendered
his entire command, consisting t)f approxi-
mately 600 officers and men.

While the advance to Missy Itavine
was being made, other troops of the 1st
Division captured Crtivanqon Farm, and



the artillery placed u heavy bnrrage upon
the German pusiticrrrs along this highway
and on Hill 166, which sltjpes up t{) the
left rear from this point. When the
barrage moved forward at 7:53 a. m., the
infantry continued the attack, meeting

desperate resistance. To the left of here,
the farslupeof Hill 166 was reached and
held. Soon thereafter the troops which
advanced from Missy Itavine toward
this locality encountered heavy fire frum
the top of the hill and froln points to the
observer’s right along this road. A few
Amerimns reached tile highwoy ncwr
here, but not in suiiicient numbers to
holri the gains they hsd niade.

The 1st Division cupturecl most of its
objectives by 10:00 a. m. and spent the
stfternoon in preparing to renew the
attack. Fresh troops were brought up,
the artillery moved forward, telephone
lines were strung and food and ammuni-
tion distributed. The enemy during this
period became incretising]y vigilant and
every movement in the American lines
promptly drew machine-gun fire.

The division front line that night
was established along the near edge of
Missy Ravine. It crossed this road
about 300 yards tu the left of here and
continued on from there, in the direction
of the observer’s left rear, for shout one
mile to where it joined wilh the French.

Face 10 the rcilr.

After the loss of their original position
and most of the artillery in it on July 18,
the Germans rushed every available re-
serve to this urwn. An enormous number
[:f mnvhine gulls wore set u]) in front of
l,(~r(,; nt,w :Irtilh,ry w;ls ])la[.t,d on the hills
bordering the Soissorls-Chiiteau-Tllierry
road, 3 miles away; tind the troops were
told tu hold t]le ground then oc(,LllJit?d

regardless of cost. M nchine guns were
ordered tu he sacrificed, if necessary, but
were nut to I)e wi(.hdrawn.

About zt:OO a. m. on Jrrly 19 the 1st
Division, supported by taoks, attacked
till along its front behind a rolling barrage.
The troops who jumped OR from Missy
Ravine advanced, in the futw of cfevtistat.-
ing machine-gun fire, up the hare exposed

1st Division Artillery Changing PosIrIoII
Near Miss~-oux-Bois, ,July 19, 1918

slopes of Hill 1fj6, seen to the right front,
and captured the top of it. Those ut-
tacking to tlic I(,ft of this j){)i)lt r[,n(,t](,(l

this road where they were stopped by a
witherinx tire from the fr(jl)t ;Il](l It,f(
hank. All ta)lks wllicli it(.(.,,]~~]);l]}ic(l the
assault units were disabled. The troops
attockirrg from the right uf the division
line which was to the right front from
here, made an advtince of about jj mile
in spite of intense opposition.

At 5:30 in the afternoon, that part of
the 1st Division n~iir here ~ttii~li~(~ in
conjllnction with tlie lrrcn(.h. It s(:irte(l
from this road, arfv;Inced over the fielcls
seen ahead, which were being swept by
severe hostile machine-gun fire, and caj)-
tured the town of Ploisy, a})out 1 mile
from here just to the right of the direction
tllr? ohserver is facing, Ag;linst ol)stinate
resistance the troops on the right of the

division advanced that part of its line
another )< mile during the afternoon.

The next day the attacks of the ]st
Division were continued. In additi{~n
to terrific machine-gun and artillery fire,
many hostile airplanes flew low over the
;l~(>it, lnilcllillc:-gll llllillg :111~1Immljing t INI

Lrooljs, ilS tllc Ger’nl:ills frail~ically tri(vl

to stop the Americiln n(lvilnw. in spite

C:lp(l)r~.d Gcrll];lI1 Field GIIII

NC, II- Nlics,-a(lx Ilnis

(85)





of this tile righl lmrl (It’t,}I(; divisi(]l~ Irotlt
line was advanced N,, ad(til ional !j mile
to the other side (Jf the main railroad
leading south from Soissons.

On the 21st the fighting continued
with much fury. Ilerzy-le-Sec was cap-
tured that day, the division reaching
Buzuncy, beyond the SoissOns-ChSteau-
Thierry highway, thi,reby mriting the most
important road of tlie CIcrm~n twrnmulli -
cation system within the sulient.

The 1st Division, after its rernarkal)le
dernonstr;ition of fighting al)ility in this
Iitta(’li, was rt,licv(d from ihe ]in(! or) the

night of July 22-23. The casualties of the
division, an i]ldi{:lti(~n o! its cx(el)[ional
services duri]]g tilt’ five days of iigllting
here, reached the to~al of 6,870 offi-
cers and men. Three fourtl,s of all the

infantry field o(titwrs of the (Iivision were
either killed or wuun(lecl and one regiment
was at the end commanded I)y a captain
of less than two years’ service.

EN RollTE NI;AIt MISSY-ALIX-lK)IS TO NIMU

lIEA uI{E1’AIltr3 FARM

(122.4 m 196.9 km) Just beyond the
next group of buildings, Crilvurlgon Farm,
turn sharply to the left.

The right boundary of the ]st Division
during the advance was 200 yards to the
left of and parallel to this rwad.

(123.3 m 198.4 km) lrnmediately after
entering the next villsrgt’, Chaudurt, turn
sharply to the right.

This t f)wr~, altbough in the zone of ac-
tion of the M uroccan division, was cap-
tured on July 1S in an attark in which the
2d I)ivisi(ln lj;lri.i(,il~iltt!fi. Tll(’ :11t;141i

L;trge (live Sourh of Soissoos
MJIIV sin]ilnr ctivcs :Ir,, itl [Ilis vi~init~

lW; ILII Ta!]k \ViLh A merit.in Forces South of

Suisbns, July 18, 1918

was larrncht~d from the direction opposite
to tllc one ttlr t,~urist, is n{}w triivt.lin~.

(124.2 m 1!1!).8 km) The next large
group of’ buildings, l,a Maison-Nenve
K’urm, was in the zone of action of the
Moroccans but was captured on July 18
by trtmps of the 2d Division.

(125.0 m 201.1 lirn) Abouts/4 n~ilebe-
yood I.ti Maison-Neuve Farm, where a
good view is obtained of the group of
buildings directly ahead, STOP.

l~ii~~ down the road, which direction is
approximately southwest.

After some of its units had marched all
nigl~t and double-timed over muddy roads
in a driving rain in order to jump off at
the time designated, t be 2d Division
attacked at 4:35 a. m., July 18, in this
genertil direction from a line about 2 miles
to the right front. The initiul attack was
made without the machine gun compa-
nies, as they had been unable to reach
tlm line of departure in time to ptirtici -
pate, and without the full support of the
t.anlis, which were lilt~ in arriving.

A bout, 5:45 it. m. the French tanks
which bad caught up with the front, line
cirrled m-orrnd I.a Vert,e-Feuille Farm,
I)ill,Lj;ll]y visil)lc t,llrou~t] the trees to tlli:
right fr[l[ll, while troops of the Mariue
Ilrigade rharged out of the woods seen
beyond it and overpowered the German
garrison after a sharp encounter-.

Beaurepaire Farm, which the Germans
had [wnverted into a veriltible fortress,
is secrr slr:lighl. down thr? r(m]. It WilS

mvLr lIII! (x,lll(,r of (11(:2( I I}ivisiun X{)l)(’{~f
:wiiijn and was captured early un the
morning of July 18 by the Infantry Brigade
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TI ny Vlerzy

_+o.__. .= .,.4

Vauxcastllle

—i -. .. ..—
—

<If t,he division, .4t least 100 prisonei-s
were capture(l in or near t)le farm.

Batteries of Germnn artillery in the
wh{>at fields in this genera] vicinity fired
point-bl:mk at the Americans as they
advanced, and Iwfore they could he
silen{’ed these guns had destroyed many
of the tanks accompanying the attack.

Adding to the confusion caused by
these terrific bombtirdrnents, low-flying
airplanes, both Allied and German,
machine-gunned and Ix)mhed the troops
of their (Jp])onentS. ‘rhe Americans
crawl(, d or darted through the wheut,
steadily ;idvancing against t})e (lermi~ns,
who were often unseen until tile in ftintry
practically stum}~!ed on them or until the
rapidly moving tunks drove the C[,rmali
w,ldiers frotn their cover into the open.

1.,1 \’cr-[r-Fc(iillc l:,irlll After Its C;lpt~lr(- bk

IIIc ?LI I>ifi.i[ln. [ill! 1S, 191S

P.,,lor;ln),, Frwu Stop

Across the open field to the left, on the
low ground a mile away, is Vauxmstille,
and running toward the left from it, ap-
proximately parallel to this road, is a
deep wooded ravine. Attacking from
right to left across this road in the early

morning of the first day of the offensive,
troops of the 2d Division swarmed into

that ravine, where a desperate conflict

ri~ged until ubout 7:00 a. m., when the
Germans were driven beyond it. A large
number of the enemy who had been sur-
rounded ut Viiuxcastille took refuge in
the caves in that. vicinity. They re-
ceived a message dropped from u Ckwman
airplane directing them to retire, and late
in the afternoon were captured while
;tttempting to fight, their way}aek from
the town to their own lines.

Vierzy, situated in a ravine to the left
of and beyond Vauxcasti]le, is about 2
miles from here on this side (If the nearest
ll~wviiy wooded hill in t,llat diwct,ion.
It was reached by American troops about
7:00 a. m. ‘I’he town was entered about
9:30 a. m. but the American soldiers were
later compelled to retire on account 0[
Lhe ])resenw of ]wrsk+tellt, gas.

Early in the evening t}]e 2rt Division
attouked from the vicinity uf Vuux-
castille, and after a hard fight in Vierzy,
where a large number of Germans were
made prisoner, pushed on and by mid-
night was uhout a mile beyond that
place. Desperate counterattacks launched
against the 2d Division during the night
of July 1S were unsuccessful.

On tJuly 19 the divisitm attacked about
9:00 a. m. The Germans were driven
back steadily until 10:00 a. m. when the
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Beaurepaire Farm la Ver:e Feu811e Farm

,.

/.,

North of Beaurqmire Fwrn

American trunpswew ))(!ii~ ‘1’ig)ly, whi[h

can be seen on a clear {lay 4 nii]es away
from here, beyund ‘1’ierzy. ‘1’Iler’e a
German counter: ittacL ag;~iust the divi-
sion’s L?xpose(l l(,ft fl:llll. WilS Iw[lllls(.(1.

The 2d Division Mas relieved lJY a

French division durinx {he IIigllt [If July

19–20, after lwillian~ly acct~nlIllishing,
during two days uf c(,ntintrous attacks,
almost every mission assigned to it. Its
losses were over 4,300 officers and men.

+

This is the last stup ~,f the tour. l?very
important urea uf Arnerimn fighting in
the region has been visited or ]winted out
except that of the 32d Division near
Juvigny and the 370th Infoutry (%ld I)i-
vision) near Vauxaillou. The operations
of these units are described in detail a
few pages farther on in this chapter.

The battle wxws were visited very
closely in the c:lLr{)rlol{Jgi(::tl order of tile
fightiug, (’xIwI)t for” t IN: (Mle h~’r(;. ‘~11~’
reader should rwmtnnlwr that the counter-
offensive just described occurre(i after

the defensive tighling of the 2d, 3(1 MI(}
28th Divisions near Cl] fitwiu-rl’hierry and
]JefULX) any of ttle Anwri(ar~ divisions
htrd gained any appreciable amount uf

ground in the Aisllt,-h’l ar!j(’ regit~n.
Alt.huugh the Amcri(au divisions io Iliis

region serve[i with Frelich units and not
iis part of an Amerim n arm y, they sup-
plied the numbers whii [Lmade it possible
to attack and contril)uted greatly to the
strength of the offensive and tu the Allied
morale. The Americi]n purt in the actuul
fightiug is evident wht,n it is rl’:llized that
31O,OOO American sol~liers wore en~+y,(l
in battle and that 67,000 were ci~suul(ies.

+
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EN ROUTE NEAR ljl;AURE1’Alltli 1,’ARh[
T() PARIS

T})e IIeaclquarters of the Zd Division
was estal)lished in the ruins of Benurepaire
Farm after it was captured on July 18,
and remoined there until the division was
relieved from the front line.

(126.6 m 203.7 km) Beyond Ihurre-
paire Farm, at the first road junction turn
sharply to the right.

Compare the present appearance of La
Verte-lkmille I“ilrm, iit the next corner,
with tile picture on page 88.

(128.3 m 206.4 km) Upon reaching the
next road crossing, turn to the left.

‘1’he advance of the 2d Division on July
18 was in the direction opposite to that
which the tourist is now following.

In the woods tu the right of this road
were performed early on the morning of
July 18 the deeds for which Sergeants
Louis Cukehi and Matej Kocidk, Marine
Corps, 2d Division, were later awarded
Congressional Medals of lIonor.

Sergeant Cuke]a was near this road
when his company met with heavy fire

“1’ IIIL AI SNl,; -M ARNli R1.,,; lON

from an enemy strong point in the wood.
Disregarding the warnings of his com-
rades, he crawled nut from the flank and
made his way toward the German lines
in the face of heavy fire. He succeeded
in getting hehinct the enemy position and
rushed a machine-gun emplacement,
killing or driving off the crew with his
bayonet. With German hand grenades
he then bombed out the remaining por-
tion of the strong point, capturing four
men and two machine guns.

About the same time Sergeant Kocak,
who was in the wood about 500 yards
from this road, went forward alone against
another machine-gun nest that, hidden
in the underbrush, had checked the
Americtin advance. Without tlIe pro-
tection of fire from his own men, he
worked his way in between the German
positions in the face of fire from hostile
covering detachments. Locding the ma-
chine-gun nest, he rushed it and with his
bayonet drove off the crew. Shortly
thereafter he took command uf 25 Ikneh
colonial trcops who had become sepitrat.ecl
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32d Division P/ear Juvigny, August 28-September 2, 1918

,.,_;.#yxne

J ‘) Terny.Sorny

%.—— , ( /

~ JLJrIlp oti Line ~ Front Line —XX— Division Boundaw

from their {I{IImJaIIy :1111[led fht,m in an
lltt.dCli w,l Iicll succeedu<~ in wiljing out
another mac]line-gun n~,st.

(129.4 m 208.2 Iim) Beyond the farm
about 1 milti are a 2d Division Iwuldw
Illarlic?r ;I]ld ;~ marl.er illflic;tting tll~, fw-
thest ad~ ant.c of the t ;ermun Army ill
1918, They are on the left ]Iwr the road.
T1114jurnfholl line of 11], :d Division rim
near Lhf! Iocatit)n of tl,t,se m:irli~rw :tnrf
\\lilS at l’jg}l~ illl~!(,s (() tl, is ~oii(l.

(134.!) n) 217.1 IiI)l , From Villcrs-
[’otter6ts lherc are IImie main roads 10
l’tiris via S(’nlis, or 1.;1 lcri6-NIilon and
Mcaux, or Nan(cuil an~l Domnurrtin.

:il!l) ])l\l Slo N hl:,AIL ,J(J\’I(; NY,

A(i(; (;sl’ 2s sIMq’I,:hl[llm 2

‘t’hc 32(I I)ivisicn , ul’tcr its relief otl the
Vesle River early in Au Luht, wus :issigned
un August 23 to tile l~rwII{,lITenth Arvmy-.
That Army was then eI1gage(l il) the L)isc-
Aislle (Jfl(tlsivc I,t,riI,w,Lst (J[ S{,iss{,l]s

which, if su{. cessfu], WOUI(l f[~rcc lIN,
Germans to withdraw from their posi-

tions along the Vesle aII([ .4isne I{ivers.

TIN, (Iivisi(,ll W:IS lIt.111ill rtw’rvt, until
August 28, w~]et) it entered the line about
1 mile west of Juvigny. ‘1’Ilat day it
launched Itwal attacks and gained some
ground in spite of heavy hostile fire.

On August 29 a general assau]t was
made by the entire Tenth Army. This

:lttackmet with severe enem.v fire and the
net result was only slight girins.

During the irfternoon of August 30
the 32d Division flanked the town of

Juvigny from the south and crrptured it in
a skillful attack, after some vicious strvut
fighting. ‘rht evening two strong Ger-
man counterattacks were repulsed. The
A rnerican line thiit night formed a small
salient projectil)g intrr the German lines.

‘~h(’ :llt:wks w(’rc rvsurm’d on lIIC 3 Ist,

(Iurillg which the artillery supporting the
att ii(jli fired a double barrage, instead of
a single btirrilge, as was customary. ‘Me
(~crmirns, who had been in the ha})it of
rx,m:iining iu tl)c numerous cavtw during
tile artillery bombardments illl(i then
man n ing their trenches and miwhine-gun

nesis when the barrage moved on, were
caught I)y the second I)arrilge and suffered

heavy casualties from it.
IIy the end (If the diry the 32d Division

li;l~l J’(>il(. tl(’(l ill h:lrd tighting 1II(, inllwr-
tuIIL S{)issons St. Quentin road ilL a point
Ilurt]lwest of Terny-Sorny. The next
day local efforts to iirfVilnCt? met with
{lt,l~,rtr]ilj{,(l rt,sist.utl[.(,. TIIC (Iivisiun was

relieved by the 1st hloroccwr Division
on the night of September 1-2, having
made a total irdvance of 3 miles and hav-
ing sufiered over 2,600 casualties.

The success of the 32d Division in this
operation was of great assistance to the
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French Tenth Army, whose pressurw
caused the Germans on this front to
retreat from the Vesle River cn September
4 to a new positiun cn the Aisne River,
east of its junction with the Vesle.

:)70’ril I~FAWTl{Y, !)31] l)]\71SIUK,
SWWEM1lER15 NOVEMBER 11

‘1’he :~70tlJ infantry, which had served
dllri]~gtl](,slltnnlelin lmtlllhcSt. Mihiel

‘I’ll]! AI SNI:-MARN1: RLC;1ON

Participating in the attack of the 59th
Division, which began on September 28,
the 370th Infantry succeeded in advanc-
ing its lines to the Ailette River valley by
September 30. The Germans withdrew
from this front on the night of October 11,
and the American regiment crossed the
Ailette and advunced intu Buis de Mortier
un the l?th. Thereafter, acting as divi-
sion reserve, it partiripatd in the pursuit

370th Inf. (93d Division) Near Vauxaillon

Sept. 24 -Oct. 12, 1918

— American Front Line — French Front Line
—XX— Division Boundary —III—Regimental Boundary

EZII Ground Gained Sept. 28

French ~rnly, m;vml into the Vauxailhm

area on Sq)teml)f,r 15 as ])art uf the
French 59(I) Division. h’our uf its con-
paoies assisted Frcn ch trm]ps in unsuc-
cessful attacks against Mont dm Singes
between St’ptemher 17 and 20, and on
tile 24th th(. regime]lt as a unit tool{” com-
mand d’ t,hat part of the front line just
north of the small village of l’auxaillon.

operations were al)out 500 officers tind men.
The l;rt!nch 59th Division was then re-

lieved, only to reenter the battle near
Grandlup-et-Fay on Octuber 30, the
American regiment being placed in sup-
port near Chantrud Fiitm, abuut a mile
southwest of Gr::l~<iltll)-et-11’ay. There,
on November 3, it suf~ered a 10SSof 41
men from the explnsion of a single shell.
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The (lermans f,,ade a general retire- leading the advance of the 59th Division.
ment in e:lrly Nt~,.i~mher, and the 59th At the time of the Armistice the forward
Division took pari in the pursuit. Al- battalion of the regiment was at Le Gu6
though spasmodic lighting occurred, the ci’Hossus, having marched about 40 miles

b,
%. .4. .

FI-CII,II T.l,jks WICII rhe 3N l) I\isioII ;{r Ju. igoy, AugI,s[ 29, 191S

370th Infantry III(IVI(I forwarll n]uinly in during the lwt WeCli of the war. There

march formation. Battalions of the regi - wcre 65 cfisualties in the reginwllt during
ment alternated with French units in the figlitingwhicll has just heen described.



ADDITI’OATAL PLACES OF IINTEREST 1>’ THE

AISh’E-MARATE P.~CTIOXT

IN addition to the places whose World
War history has been described in the

itinerary, there are a number of other
places in the Aisne-Marne region where
intereating war events occurred, where
there now exist features of special interest,
or which are of sufficient importance in
pre-World War history to warrant special
mention. For reference purposes and for
the benefit of the tourist who travela in
the area on roads other than the described
route, these places with some of their
history have been recorded here.

The map on the next page indicates the
general location of the places mentioned.
At those places indicated by a star there
ia some existing interesting object such as
a memorial, ancient ruins or World War
feature of an outstanding character in
excellent state of preservation.

Arcis-le-Ponsart. 28th Div. Hdqrs.
during the period Aug. 14-20.

BeIle-Vue Farm, north of Ciergea.
Scene of heavy fighting by the 32d Divi-
sion on both July 31 and August 1.

* Beugneux. About halfway between
Soissons and Chilteau-Thierry, south of
Beugneux, on the road to Wall.5e is
located a large French monument to com-

memorate the Second Battle of the
Marne. It consists of a statue near the
road symbolizing Fran ce and a sculp-
tured group on a hillside representing
eight phantom spirits. The monument
has a beautiful location and commands a
fine view of the surrounding country.

Beuvardes. Location of 42d Div.
Hdqrs., during the period July 28-Aug. 12.

* B16rancourt. In a 17th Century
ch~teau, which has been partial] y restored,
is displayed in this town an interesting
collection of paintings, engravings and
other articles relating” to the histori-
cal cooperation of SAmerica and France.
The establishment, financed by Ameri-
cans, is called the “Mus6e de Cooptka-
tion Franco-Am&icain” and is one of the
national museums of France. A visit, if
in the neighborhood, is recommended.

Bois de Bourbetin; Bois%de la C&e 192;
Bois de la Roche. These woods near
Vaux were the scenes of hard fighting by
the Infantry Brigade of the 2d Division.
On June 6 the division captured the Bois
de Bourbetin and the Bois de la C6te
192 in spite of heavy hostile fire, and then
defeated an enemy counterattack close
to the last-named wood. The positions

(94)
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Described Route and Additional Places of Interest in Aisne -Maine Regiol
—. . ,’,
2T Loucy Ie Lhxea” ● :>

c.E*Jm OF* obMEs ●

Pierrefends ● Ramwe
J41A

Cowvres.
et+alsev” M,SSY.

“Morfefontame au.

.Z,

h ““er’”e”rrayer’s~-$t P,erre Farm 1 k

<;.m&”#<&}J

II 1 . Mont.sur.Coumdle Y

Beugneux Marewl.en.O&
.

---- . Arc,s.lePonsarf A

~ + Stop, described in text
. . -- . .

EughneJ Janvoer St?@an 3= Route, described in text

Vw!!n’.?i’ ‘“” ~= ‘w’s ‘? 2—’ ‘—8 l?’
~6ry~urJ/-e ~Genevrol~ Farm ~ lM~

//

la Houss!ere 35M ~ ~llre
.5 M.7 Basseville 3.5 M

4
teal

\\! .
~v,,,on

— Front Line = National Highway * Place of special interest not on described ro!

were ordered evacuated that night. In
the late afternoon of July 1 an attack
was launched on Vaux and the near-by
Bois de la Roehe. During the course of
this attack the Bois de Bourbetin and
the Bois de la C&e 192 were taken. All
objectives were gained within two hours
and many machine guns were captured.
A German counterattack early in the
morning of July 2 was repulsed with

heavy lcsses. In all, over 400 prisoners
and much mat6riel were captured.

Bois Pelger; Bois de la Planchette.
These adjoining woods northeast of Sergy
were strong} y held by the Germans after
their retreat to the C)urcq River. The
32d and 42d Divisions, and elements of

the 4th attached to the latter, were
heavily engaged in the vicinity of these
woods from July 29 to August 1. The
woods were finally captured by the 32d
Division during August 2.

Bois de Rognac Farm, one mile south-
east of Coulonges. III Corps Hdqrs.,
Aug. 8-19, while directing operations on
the Vesle. 28th Div. Hdqrs. during the
period Aug. 20-Sept. 5.

Breuil. This village was captured in
severe fighting early on July 18 by the
combined efforts of the 1st Division and
the adjoining French troops.

Buire. I Corps Hdqrs., July 22-28,
during part of the time that its troops
were moving forward to the Ourcq River.
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Buisson de Cresnes. This wood was
captured on the morning of July 18 by
units of the 4th Division which were
serving with the French 33d Division.

Buzancy. Near this town the Soissons–
Ch~teau-Thierry highway was cut by the
1st Division on July 21 and hostile counter-
attacks were repulmsd in heavy fighting.
At the chiiteau near the village several
hundred prisoners were captured. A
small 1st Division monument is located
alongside the main highway.

* Carrefour de I’Armistice. The place
in the Fort% de Compi&gne where the
Armistice was signed is now marked by
several interesting monuments. Marshal
Foch’s headquarters car is housed therein
a building donated by an American.

Chiiteau de Fresnes, west of Courrnont.
111 Corps Hdqrs., Aug. 19–Sept. 6.

Chazelle Ravine, east of Chaudun.
Scene of bitter fighting by the 1st Division
during its attack on July 19.

* Cherrdn des Dames. The terrain in
the vicinity of this road was fought over
by the French and Germans many times
during the war. A number of French war
monuments are to be seen alongside it.

THE AI SNE-MARA’E REG1ON

coeuvres-et-~alser~. 1st Div. Hdqrs.
during the period from July 18 to ?3.

* Compi&gne. This city was occupied
for a short time in 1914 by the Germans
and the Armistice was signed near it.
Joan of Arc was captured at Compiegne
in 1430 by the Burgundians, who sold her
to the English. The city contains a fine
historic chateau which is open to visitors.

* Coucy-le-Chfiteau. Location of in-
teresting ruins of a large ancient castle,
partly destroyed by Germans during the
war. The massive concrete emplacement
of a large German railroad gun is still to
‘be seen a short distance across the tracks
frcm the railroad station.

Courthi6zy and Sauvigny. Front-line
positions on tbe south bank of the Marne
River near these villages were held by
elements af the 3d Division from June 3 to
8 and by units of the 28th Division from
July 9 to 15. The 28th Division units,
due to the retirement of the F$ench on
their flanks, were surrounded and nearly
annihilated in the German attack of
July 15. (See sketch on page 65.)

Couvrelles, about 2 miles weat of
Braine. Location of 26th Div. Hdqrs.
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Ruins of Old Casde at Coucy-le-Chiceau

‘for a six weeks’ period in February and
,March, 1918, while the division received
front-line training with troops of the
French X1 Corps then occupying the
Chemin des Dames Sector. At various
times during this period elements of the
26th Division held portions of the corps
front which extended to the westward from
Filain for about 11 miles.

Croix Rouge Farm. The 26th Diti-
sion, whose front line at the time was
composed entirely of troops of the 56th
Brigade, 28th Division, attached to it,
was held up near this farm on July 24 by
heavy resistance in the For@t de Fere.
The farm was captured two days later,
after severe hand-to-hand fighting by the
42d Division which had relieved the 26th.

* Dormans. An interesting World War
memorial church has been constructed
on the hill in rear of this tow”n.

* F~re-en.Tardenois Castle. An inter-
esting medieval castle built about 1200
A.D. is located about 1jj miles northeast
of F&re-en-Tardenois, close to the road to
Fismes. The 7’ith Div. Hdqrs. was b
cated in the adjoining chateau for the
period from August 13 to September 4.

Fontaine des Fines, west of lfont-St.

Martin. In a cave north of thk point
was located the Tith Div. Hdqrs. from
September 4 to September 16.

Franquets Farm, about >4 mile north
of Jaulgonne. Scene of heavy fighting by
the 3d Division on July 22 and 23. The
farm was finally captured on July 24.

Genevrois Farm, near B6zu-le-Gu6ry.
2d Div. Hdqrs., June 10–July 10. 26th
Div. Hdqrs., July 10-1.5, and on July 20.

Glennes. On the plateau south of this
village the 28th Division engaged in
severe fighting on September 6, capturing
four enemy strong points and holding
them against a counterattack.

Grand Ru Farm, southeast of Etr4pilly.
26th Div. Hdqrs., July 21-30.

Graves Farm, 1); miles west of St.
Eug&ne. On July 15 a battalion of the
3d Division advanced from near this farm
to counterattack the advancing Germans.
It was heavily shelled by hostile artillery
and suffered severe losses.

Close to this farm First Lieutenant
George P. Hays, Field Artillery, 3d Divi-
sion, rendered the gallant services for
which he was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor. At the outset of the
terrific enemy artillery bombardment on



the night of July 14-15, his telephone line
was destroyed beyond repair. He im-
mediately set out to establish contact
with the neighboring command post and
while so doing established liaison with
two French batteries, visiting their posi-
tions so frequently thzt he was mainly
responsible for the accurate fire there
from. While thus engaged he was severe-
ly wounded. His deeds were an impor-
tant factor in checking the advance cf the
enemy troops ‘on this front.

During the same battle and also near
this farm, Second Lieutenant Jay F.
Hostetter, Field Artillery, 3d Division,
having discovered that two French guns
on his left had lost their crews during the
heavy German bombardment, requested
and obtained permission to use them.
Securing eight volunteers from his ranks,
he pressed the guns into action, and for

several hours poured an effective fire into
the advancing enemy. For this action
he and the eight men were awarded Dis-
tinguished Service Crosses.

Janvier Farm, about M mile east of
Connigis. Near this farm a battery of the
3d Division on July 15 fired at point-
blank range against German infantry
until its ammunition was exhausted.
The guns were then disabled ~nd the
gunners retired to the infantry lines.

La Doultre Ch&teau, near Viffort. 3d
Div: Hdqm., June n-July 22.

La Houssi&re, east of Bassevelle. 28th
Div. Hdqrs., July 15-18.

Launay. In the vicinity of this village
and Etangs Farm troops of the 3d Divi-
sion on the afternoon of July 15 repulsed
a strong German attack.

Lizy.sur-Ourcq. 4th Div. Headquar-
ters during the period from July 5 to 23.



German Batteries in PositIon Near the hlarne Riverj June 1916. ~ G

* Longpont. In this town are the ruins
of a large Cistercian abbey, said to have
been built in the 12th Century.

Magneux. Near this place on August
16 and 25, the 28th Division launched
attacks to advance its lines closer to the
Vesle River. These attacks resulted in
heavy fighting although no permanent
gains of ground were made.

Mares Farm. About noon on June 2 a
marine battalion of the 2d Division hur-
ried into a second-line position at this
farm, which is about 2 miles northwest of
Lucy-l+ Bocage. Late the next day, the
~Germans pushed through the French
troops and reached the farm where their
advance was stopped by the Amerium
~ttalion after a severe fight.
~. Mareuil-en-Ddle. 4th Div. Hdqrs.,
Lug. 4–12, and 77th Div. Hdqrs., Aug.
12-13. The town was captured by the

42d Division on August 2 after a battle
with German machine gun units but was
voluntarily abandoned the same day. It
was reoccupied on August 3 by the 4th
Division, which had relieved the 42d.

Merval and Serval were occupied on
September 5 by the 77th Division while
it was moving its front line forward from
the Ves]e toward the Akne River.

M&y-sur-Marne. 26th Div. Hdqrs.
during the period July 15-20.

Missy -aux-Bois. During the fighting
in the ravine north of Miaay-aux-Bois a
gap had developed between the American
1st Division and the French division on
its left, thus exposing the left of the 1st
Division to terrific tie from several Ger-
man machine guns located in a rock
quarry. Second Lieutenant Samuel L
Parker, 1st Division, observing this seri-
ous situation, ordered his depleted platoon

.,~. Artillery of I Crops on the March Near Vaux, July 191s

.>
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6-Inch Austrian Howitzer Capturedby the
26th Division ar Epieds,July 24, 1916

to follow him in an attack upon the
strong point. Meeting a disorganized
group of French soldiers wandering about
in the ravine, he pursuaded them to join
his platoon. This consolidated group
followed Lieutenant Parker through direct
enemy rifle and machint+gun fire to the
crest above the ravine and, rushing for-
ward, took the quarry by storm, capturing
six machine guns and about 40 prisoners.
Lieutenant Parker remained in the com-
bat the following day and, although pain-
fully wounded, led the battalion he then
commanded to its objective. For this
example of conspicuous gallantry and
spirit of self-sacrifice he was later award-
ed the Congressional Medal of Honor.

Monneaux, on the western slope of

Hill 204. This town was captured on
June 6 by elements cf the 3d Division serv-
ing with the French 10th Colonial Division.

Montmirail. The non-motorized units
of the 3d Division detrained at this town
ear~y in June when the division was
hurrying forward to enter the battle near
Ch~teau-Thierry. Near Montmirail im-
portant battles were fought by Napoleon
on February 11 and 14, 1814.

Mont Notre Dame. The large chfirch
located. here replaces one destroyed by the
Germans and stands on a site occupied by
historic churches since the 9th Centqry.

Mont-St. Martin. On August 3 this
village was occupied by the 32d Di&.ion
after a sharp fight in the vicinity with
German machine -gun units.

Mont-sur-Courvflle. 28th Div. Hdqrs.
during the period Sept. 5-9.

Mortefontaine. 1st Div. Hdqrs., just
before the offensive of July 18. III
Corps Hdqrs., July 24-30, prior to its
assuming active direction of operations.
The 1st Division assembled in the vicin-
ity of this fillage before it started its
attack early on the morning of July 18.
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AmericansMarching co Attack Near Beuvardes,July 24, 1918

The men are in gas masks, the road having recendy been gassedby the Germans

Moucheton Chfiteau, north of Epieds.
I Corps Hdqrs., from July 28 to Aug. 5.

P&tret Farm, 1 mile east of Cour-
champs. A battalion of the 4th Division
attached to the French 164th Division
captured this farm and the near-by wood
during the day of July 20.

* Pierrefonds Chateau. This magnifi-
~ent castle is a fine example of French
medieval military architecture. Originally
built in 1390, the castle was restored in
1862. During the war, while used as a
hcspital, it was shelled several times.

R5perie, about 1 mile east of Cutry.
In the vicinity of this mill, the 1st Division
hzd a short but bitter fight early on the
morning of July 18. During this engage-
ment, Private Firat Class Daniel R.
Edwards, 1st Division, who had been
under treatment fcr several weeks for
~umerous and serious wounds and was
suffering intense pain from a freshly
shattered arm, crawled alone into an
occupied German trench. He killed four
men and captured four more. While
conducting them to the rear a shell com-
pletely shattered one of Private Edwards’
legs but he continued to the rear, forcing

one of the prisoners to carry him. The
bravery of Private Edwards, then a tradi-
tion in his battalion because of his previous
gallant acts, again raised the morale of
his comrades to a high pitch. For his ex-.
ceptional brakery during this fighting, .
Private Edwards was later awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Ravine Marion, southwest of Glennes. :
Scene of sharp fighting by the 77th Divi-
sion on September 8, 9 and 14.

Reddy Farm, northeast of Cierges.
The vicinity of this farm was the scene of
heavy fighting by the 32d Division on
August 1. It was captured by that divi-
sion during August 2 after a sharp fight.

w
The Repairingof Roads Waa a Problem

for the Engineers

. .

\
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Troops of the 2d Division En Route to a Rest Camp During a
Temporary Relief from the From Line, June 17, 1918

* Reims, one cf the historic cities of
France, was badly damaged by German
bombardments during the war. Objects
of interest in it are its Roman ruins and
the world-famous cathedral where many
of the kings of France were crowned. A
visit to one of the vast champagne cel-
lars at Reims will prove interesting.

St. Agnan. In the near-by Bois de
Rougis and Bois de Cond6, the 55th
Brigade of the 28th Division assisted the
French in checking the German July 15
offensive. It sustained hea%y losses in
two counterattacks launched. by it from
the Bois de Rougis on July 16. (See the
sketch which appears on page 65.)

St. Pierre Farm, southwest of R6villon.
Intense local fighting by the 77th Division
occurred near this place on September 8,
9 and 14. On the latter date positions
near the farm changed hands as many as
three times before they finally remained
in the possession of the Americans.

Tartiers. 32d Div. Headquarters dur-
ing the period Aug. 27-Sept. 6.

Tieulerie Farm and the near-by Bois de
Mont l’Ev6que, about 1)< miles north of
Chart6ves. This farm and wood were

the scenes of bitter fighting on July 22
and 23 by the 3d Division. They were
both finally captured on the latter date,

Trugny and Epieds. The 26th Divi-
sion engaged in severe fighting for the
possession of these two villages, which
were part of a strong German defensive
position. In four clifferent attacks made
during July 22 and 23 the towns changed
hands a number of times.

Verte-Feuille Farm. Southwest of
Soissons, on the main road to Villers-
Cotter&s, about 1 mile northeast of

Verte-Feuille Farm is located a French
mOnUment “TO THEGLORYOFTHEFRENCH
AND ALLIED SOLDIERSWHO FOUGHTVIC-
TORIOUSLYON THIS PIATEA~ FROM MAY
29 To JULY25, 1918.” Among the many
units listed are British divisions and the
American 1st and 2d Divisions.

Villers-en-Pray 6-res. Captured by the
77th Division on September 6.

Villette. The 6th Brigade of the 3d
Division held the front line northwest of
the village of Villette near the Vesle River
from August 6 to 11 and during this period
made two determined attempts to estab-
lish a bridgehead north of the river.
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c~d~~e?’ III

AMERICAN OPERATIONS IhT THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

T
HE St. Mihiel offensive, which began
on September 12, 1918, was the first
operation in the World War carried

out by a complete American army under
the separate and independent control of
the American Commander-in-Chief.

The plan to develop an army near St,
Mihiel when sufficient troops were avail-

of the American Headquarters in France.
This plan was constantly kept in mind
by the American High Command and
beginning in January 1918 the battle
front near St. Mihiel was used to give
front-line experience to American dlvi-
sibns and to dcquaint them with the
region in which they would later attack.

Locationof AmericanDivisionson WesternFront
August 10,1918

Cherbou~””
&

~ Line of Aug.10 ~. Division in Line @ Division in Rear Area

----- International Boundary

able, and to reduce the salient there as a The succession of German drives in the
preliminary to a more decisive operation spring of 1918 made it necessary to post-
in the same vicinity, wu proposed by pone the original plan, as all available
General Pershir~g and was agreed to by troops were urgently needed at other plaeea
General P&ain at the first conference on the front. Consequently, although
between them shortly after the arrival there were more than 1,200,000 American
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soldiers in Frunce in July, the American
cornhat units were widely distributed
along the entire front, either serving in
line with the French and British Armies
or undergoing training in rear areus.

When the rwductit~n of the Aisrle-
M arne salient was assured General Persh-
ing pointed out to the Allied Commander-
in-Cl\ief that the improved situation made
possible the concentration of American
units, and insisted that the formotiorr of
an American army be resumed. Although
tht? Frencl) but more especially the British
urged that American units he left with
their forces, an understanding was reached
that most of these units should soon he
assem})lcd into an independent army in
the neighhorhowl of St. Mihiel.

The American First Army Head-
quarters lmgan to function on August
10 and on that day started vigorous
preparations for the reduction of the
St. hfihiel salient. The assembling nf
units c(}nlmr]lc(!d soon tll(!rcaftvr and on
August 30 the First Army took cwm-
mand of the lmttle front from Port-sur-
Seillc, 5 miles east of the Moselle, to
W atronville, 7 miles southeast of Verdun.

The St. Mihiel salient was shaped
ruughly like a triangle with its points
near “Pent-il-Mmrsson, St. Mihiel and
Ver(lun It was 25 miles wide at its
base, extended 16 miles into the Allied
lines tind had remained almost un-

changed in sllal)e for four years. Its
western ftice ran diagonally across the
wooded heights east (?f tile Meuse River,
and its southern fare extended from St.
Mihiel to the M(Jselle Ttiver, traversing

the Heights uf the Meuse, the Heights of
the Moselle and the intervening Wotivre
Plain. This plain is rut l)y small streams
and duited with woods of varyi ng size.
It is comparatively low ground ct)ntuin-
ing many large ponds and swllmpy Ur(?ils,

thus maliing cross-country travel difii-
cult especially in wel weath(!r.

Within the German li]]cs at the south
face of the salient were the high isolated
hills of Lorrpmunt and Moritsrx:. These
were not only strong natural defensive
positions but in addition afforded the
enemy excellent observation of much of
the ground behind the Allied lines.

‘rwO strong (lerrnsn positions had been
prepared in frorlt of the one across the
base of the salient, and all had heen
strength(wed hy elahoratc syslt’ms of
trenches, bilrhed-wire entanglerncwlts, con-
crete shelters and machine-gun enlphce-
ments. ‘1’he salieilt was iheref(lre a
verittible field fortress against which the
French in the preceding years harf made
a numhcr Uf llllsuu!{!ssflll att:l~liS.

The valne uf the salient to Germany
loy in the fact that it protectt!d the
strategic centers of Metz and the Ilriey
iron basin; interrupted traffic on the main

(106)



AM1i RICAN OPERA ”IIONS” IN “1111: S’1. Ml fil EL I{l; (ilt)N 107

Paris -Ntincy railrouft; cut tl]{! l’erdun
‘1’oul rtiihvmd; und t]lreatened the Allied
territory in its vicinity, especially west of
the Meuse. Its reduction was impera-
tive before any grt:iit Allied off[?nsive
could he Iaun(lled against the Briey and
Metz region or northward, between the
Meuse River :~nd Argonne Forwt, towtird
the general area around Sedan.

The pr(,pw-ations for the attack against
the salient were well along when, on
August 30, the Allied Ccmmimder-in-
Chief suggested to Generi~l Pershing that
the offensive lje rc(luced greatly in scope,
that most of the American divisions be
used for an attock Llhoui St!l]tem}wr 15
]K>(W(”(’l) ]’(’l’({1111 :111(] ]{t’i IIls :11)(1 t]lilt ill
lhe lww :ttt:i(.k scme ,,1’ tl)(, An){, ri(,at)
divisions he assigned tu operate under
certain of the higher French commands.

Generu] 1’ershjng felt that tile St.
Illihiel ofl’ensive should be carried out tM

planned and &finitely stated that the
American divisions woL~ld fight in the
future only as part of an independent
American army. After a series of confer-
ences with Marshal Foch it was fin:diy
agreed, on Septemher ‘2, that the St.
Mihiel attack would he carried (}ut, but
that its objectives would he strictly
limited so that the American Army could
undertake another major otl’ensive shout
ten days lhter on the front between the
Meuse River and the Argonne Forest.

This agreement put a great burden
upon the American First Army as under
it the Army Wiis ciilld U1)I)Oto riury t{)

a conclusion” 1.11(: imI)ortant ()[1’ensiv(. ilt
St. Milliel which ww scheclul(!d to start
on September 12, to concentrate an enor-

German Defensive Organization in the
Iiel Region

LFront Line ‘+’ 7
------- Defense Line “>
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morrs forre on (I){, hleust-Arg~Jllne frt~nt, 1 (.~t)rps, {,xtendilig frt,ln l’orl-s\lr-Seille
un(d to i]litiate a still gt [wter oper:ltion westward, had tile 82{1, 90tl], 5th and 2d
there, all within the hri,f spuce of two Divisions in line from right to left, and
weelis. In ot her words, at tile time tl)e tlw 78th ill reserve. The 11’ Ch-ps colI-
agreement with tl~e Alli,,d Comman(ler tinue(l the line to the west as far aS
in-Chief was made the American Army Ivfarvoisin, with t}~e 89th, 42d and 1st
undertook t.lle mission of I;lunchirrg with- Divisions in line, and the 3d in reserve.
in the next 23 days two great offensives The American V Corps, composed of
on battlefields 40 miles ilpilrt, Never the 26th Division, the Frenc]l 15th
heft)re {In tile W7esterrl1{’I,Int l)ii(l a single (;(,l(mial I)ivisi(~n a]ld ])art of the 4th
army aiteml)le{l su(.h :i (x)lossal t,ilSli, Division, ill line from right to left, iknd

Plan of Attack of First Army, September 12, 1918

~ Jumpoff LineSept 12(A.M.) _ FrontLineActuallyReached
—xxxx- ArmyBoundary –x xx— CorpsBoundary

Numeralsindicatedwislons Arrowsindicatedwectlonand weightof attacks

T}le [itjal j)lafls t’(,rIl.t St. Llil]icl op{,ra- tll:it part of the llcights of the Meuse
tion ]Irovi(!(’(1 f~jr a nlai[l drive against tl]e to Lhe south of Huudiomont.
s{~~ltll(.rtlf;lt u of 1I:c, s;lli(,t!i , a s(~t,()[l(l:lry ‘1’11(, l~r(ll[ll 1[ C{)l[,ni:ll (~(,rlw, t{,m-
Mow against the westcln lure, un(l IIoldillg posed of tl]ree 1~’reuch (Iivisiolls, wrch
attacks and raids agair]bt the tip. The occupying large sectors of t}le front line
American I and 1V Corps were desig- arwund Lhe Lip of the salient, was to sup-
nated to deliver the nrain attack. ‘1’he port the left of the main attaelc and the



ltwtd Near SaiIzeyJust Before the
St, fvfilliel Offensive

Noce ils n]uddy, mm-up condition typical of
most ro(ids in rhe region :It tbxt rime

right of the secondary attack and to hold
the enemy at the apex of the salient while
the other attucks were being made.

of the three American (!(JrpS and the

nine .American divisions which took part
in the attack two of the corps and four of
the divisions had never before been en-
gaged at the front in ofleosive combat.

The 1~’irstAr1~]yll:lclthe35tl~, 80th and
91st Divisionsin reserve for use in casecf
necessity. The Army’s needs for addi-
tional aviation, artillery and tanks, to
round out the normal proportions of
these arms in the higher units, were
largely met by the French and British.

More than 550,000 Americans and
about 110,000 French were involved in the
otl’ensive. The air force concentrated for
it, 1,481 airplanes, was the largest ever
brought together up to that time and con-
sisted chiefly of French and British planes.
The Army had about 400 French tanks
available of which 350 were light ones and
144 were manned by Americans. About
3,000 pieces of artillery were used and
approximately 3,300,000 rounds of artil-
lery ammunition were brought into the
areii in preparation for the offensive.

The secret movement of such a large
number of troops to the battle front and
the many details involved in planning the
operation and in providing the necessary
special troops put a tremendous strain
upon the Arm y Stafi which it successfully
met. Finally, after weeks of effort, on
the night of September 11–12 all prepara-
tions had been completed, and the First
Army was in position ready for battle.

or~posing it, holding the salient, Wils an
enemy force knt)wn as Army Detachment
“~,,. It was composed of 8 divisions and
2 brigades in line and 5 divisions which
were held in the rear areas in reserve.

The Germans suspected that an attack
was being prepared but believed that it
would not take place until late in Sep-
tember. In anticipation of this attack,
and to shorten their front line because
their reserves on the Western Front were
being depleted, the German High Com-
mand issued orders on September 11 for
a gradual withdrawal from the salient
and the destruction of all things of mili-
tary value which could not be moved.
The execution of this order, however, had

}i’recked Bridge at Flircy
Ncte d[,,li>luI,,lc (,( lr.tffic, ccntin[ln,,s fnr thl-w days :dter the att:lck of September12, 1918



not begun whe]l the American attack
tllll%t U[),)n tll(, ,I{,fend(,rs of th(> sillient..

‘~he Imnlburdn)ent of tlw hostile posi-
tions began at 1. {)0 a. m. on September 12
and was so intense and overpowering that
the German guns could not make etfective
reply. At 5:00 a. m. the infantry (;f the
main attack jumped off. Despite the
lack of tanks, ot)]y a few of which came
up in time to assist the troops through the
wire entanglements, the entire advance
proceeded iiccorx[ing to schedule.

‘1’lle I)lan l)n,vid[!d that the greatest
initial penei,rati{)n should be made hy the
IV Corps and the left of tlie I Corps, the
objectives for Se]kemher 12 requiring a 5-
mile advance. In its execution the 1st
Division, on the left flank of the main att-
ack, captured Nonsard and entered the
woods to the north; the 42d Division
pushed on beyond the towns of Essey and
Pannes; while the 89th seized Ilouill{)n-
ville. In the I Corps, ihe 2d Division
captured Thiaucourt, and the 5th drove
through Vi6ville-en-IIaye, with its eastern
flank bent hack to corrl]cwt with the 90th
Division, which was at t.lle pivot of the
main attack on t Ile first clay.

@ the west(kr]l f~ice of the sii]ient the
artillery preparation was continued until
8:00 a. m., when the i]lfantry of the V
Corps launched its ussault. By nightfill]
the corps had advanced iilmut 2 miles.

While the ilttilCkS on tljc two faces were
progressing reports indicated that the
Germans were retiring from that part of
the salient in front of tile French troops,
although raids into the opposing lines
made I)y tile O’rench nt,ilr the town of
St. Millie} met with consideral)le opposi-
tion princil)a]ly from machine gun units.

(Ill)

With thd idea of cutting off the retreat
of as m:lny CIermans as possible, C,eneral
l’ersliirrg, early on the evening of the 12th,
directed that troops of the IV and V
Corps be rushed with all speed to the
vicinity of Vigneulles. Part of the 26th
Division marched along a narrow forest
road directly to the heart of the salient,
and soon after 2:00 a. m. Vigneulles was
in its possession. About dawn on the
13th it met patrols of the 1st Division
just northeast of that town. This marked
the cl(,sing of the sillient and the German
soldiers who had not retired bc,yor]d that
vicinity were cut off and captured.

Practically all objectives had heen
gained by the evening of September 13,

A mcrican 7S-Millinwter Gun Firing To\v:{rJ

Montscc F(-omz Position NeirrBeanrnonr,

Scprember 12, ]918



September

and the organization of the new position,
roughly along the line joining Vandihs
and Haudiomont, was begun. Deep raids
and local attacks were pushed, especially
on the eastern part of the front of attack,
until September 16, by which time the
whole of the Bois des Rappes and much
adjoining territory had been captured.

Although the new front was 21 miles
shorter than the former battle line, by
September 17 the enemy forces had been
increased to 10 divisions and 2 brigadea
in line, and 10 other divisions in reserve,
an actual increase of seven divisions dur-
ing the period of the offensive. The Firat
Army had placed the 78th Division in
line during the same period and had
withdrawn from the line the American lst,
2d, 4th, 5th and French 26th Divisions.

The complete success of the American
Army in its first offensive greatly stimu-
lated the morale of the Allies and de-
pressed that of the Germans. The Amer-
ican casualties were less than 9,000, yet

German Prisoners at Beaumont,
September12, 1918

12, 1918

more than 15,000 prisoners and about 450
cannon had been captured, and over 200
square miles of territory, with its remain-
ing French population, had been restored
to France. The railroads in the vicinity
of St. Mihiel had been freed for Allied use,
the threat of the salient against the sur-
rounding country had been removed and
one of the most important obstacles to an
advance toward the vital Briey-Metz
region or Sedan had been overcome.
American staffs had shown their ability
to maneuver and control large masses,
and the whole Army had developed added
self-confidence and a sense of power which
was to be of great value in helping it to
surmount the difficult tasks ahead.

The battle was the first large Allied
offensive of the year against a carefully
prepared trench system, the previous
Allied attacks of 1918 having been made
against salients created by the Germans
in their spring and summer offensives
and which were only partially organized
fcr defense. The clean-cut victory of the
American Army at St. Mihiel indicated
that no longer could any German posi-
tions on the Western Front be considered
strong enough to be impregnable.

The ability displayed by the Americans
in penetrating formidable wire entangle-
ments so favorably impressed the French
High Command that selected groups of
officers and enlisted men were sent from
neighboring French armies to view the
strength of the obstacles through which
the American soldiers had made their way.
The French official comments at the time
characterized the conduct of the American
divisions in this battle as “magnificent”.
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Gas Alarm for an American Unit on \!’esrern Face of the SC. Mihiel Salient,

April 30, 1916

The transfer of American units to the progress for more than two weeks, and
Meuse-Argonne region,
battlefield, was- begun
completion of the St.
Mihiel offensive, +nd
by the 20th of Sep-
tember only the 26th,
42d, 78th, 89th, 90th
and four French di-
visions were left to
serve on this front.

These divisions,
and those which en-
tered the line from
time to time as reliev-
ing units, continued
to strengthen the
positions and to con-
duct local attacks to
secure points of
vantage. Artillery
bombardments by
both sides were of
frequent occurrence.

On October 12
Major General
Robert L. Bullard,
the Commanding
General of the newly
organized American
Second Army, took
command cf the front
between Fresne.s-en-
Woevre and Port-sur-
Seille, then held by
the 7th, 37th. 79th.

their next great the situation there demanded that every
even before the American division be used to the limit of

Lieucmanl Gener:ll Robert L. Buliard
Commandmg General of the

Second Army from October 12, 1918,

to April 15, 1919

its endurance. The
Second Army, there-
fore, had for the
time being the rdle
of holding its front
principally with tired
divisions while they
rested and prepared
fcr another tour of
duty in the Meuse-
Argonne fighting.
Active patrolling and
raiding were contin-
ued, however, and
the artillery carefully
registered on targets
in anticipation of a
possible major offen-
sive to be under-
taken later.

Early in November
it became evident
that the Allied and
American attacks,
covering almost the
entire front from
the Meuse to the
North Sea, were
producing great dis-
organization within
the German armies,
and on November
5 the American

92d and two French divisions. The 28th Commander-in-Chief ordered the Second
American Division was in Army reserve. Army to begin advancing its lines in

At that time the First Army offensive preparation for an offensive in the direc-
in the Meuae-Argonne region had been in tion of Briey. The Army planned to
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Plan of Proposed American-French Attack, Nov. 14, 1918

_ Front Line Nov. 11 (A. M.) —xxxx— Army Boundary ?@ Fortified City
Arrows indicate weights and directions of proposed attacks

launch these attacks on November 11 the task, with the stit]ulittion that these
but, on the evening of November 9 a
message was transmitted from the Allied
Comn]ander-in-Chief which directed that
vigorous pressure be applied immediately
along the whole front.

The 7th, 28th, 33d and 92d Divisions,
then on the Second Army frunt, began at
onte the attacks alrc~idy planned. The
scarcity of troops prohibited strong con-
centrations but in spite of this and of
stuhhorn resistance encountered, the
Army made a considm-able advance, re-
covering a total of approximately 25
sfluare miles uf French territory.

in tl}e meantime tlie Allied Com-
mander-in-Chief had decided upon an
offensive east of the Moselle River, and
re(luested that six American divisions be
designated tu talie part in it. General
Pershing had long favored an attack in
that direction and had planned to launch
one there following the St. Mihiel offen-
sive. He therefore selected the 3d, 4th,
28th, 29th, 35th and 36th Divisions for

units should operate under the command
of.the American Second Army.

The pluns prepared by the Second
Army fur its part in this offensive pro-
vided for a powerful drive in a northeast-
erly direction from the vicinity of Port-
sur-Seille, east of the Mosel)e River. On
its right flank a I+lench army group was
to uttack at the same time and the
American First Army fro]n its location
in the general vicinity of the Meuse
River was to drive eastward in the
direction of Longwy, as shown on the
sketch at the tnp of this page.

The date for the commencement of i,l~is
combined offensive, which without doubt
would have produced far-reaching results,
was fixed hy the French High Command
as November 14. The American divisions
directed to take part on that section of
the front east of the hfoselle River were
already in movement toward their new
pusitions when the Armistice hecarne
eflective un the morning of Noveml)er 11.



A TUUR OF ‘rHE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELDS

IN TIIE ST. MI HlliL REGION

T HIS tour begins and ends at Verdun.
It is 96.1 miles (1 54.6 kilometers)

long and can be completed in eight hours
if care is taken not to spend t(w much
time at the interesting pltiees. It is sug-
gested that lunch he carried.

The data givt’n on pages 520 521 will
IJe helpful to those following t}]is tour.

The narrative ilt the lmginning of the
chapter should l)e kept in mind and the
map facing page 164 consulted so that the
operations whi (,1]t.{}ok pldre in this region
will be more ck’iirly understood.

The speedomet{,r distwlces given on the
fo]lowing pages are mainly for general ref-
erence purposes rind, except for a few
places at the beginning and near the end
of the tour whicli ilre slwi, ifieally noted in
the road instr[i tions, these distances
m-e not essen~ial in following this tour.

When foilowi)lg this itinerary, unless
contrary road instructions are given, the
tourist should continue straight ahead.

EN ROUTE VERDUNTO Ci)TE DE SENOUX

Spwdowlcr disluwc i.s wcusured jrom
the Victory ?nonumemt in Vmiun.

(O m O km) At lorgc World War monu-
ment near center of city (Monument ii la
Victoire et pux Soldats de Verrfun), with
the flight of steps up to the monument
on the right-hand side of automobile, set
speedometer at zero. Proceed straight
ahead, at the second street turn left tind
cross the Meuse River.

Reyonrl town, follow Lhe road signs
toward the city of Metz.

(6.1 m 9.S km) At road fork 6.1 miles
(9.8 kilometers) from starting point, hear

(115)





to the right toward the \iilage of Hatton-
chiitcl. Note the speedometer retitfiag.

The tour now goes oIi a narrow ro:itl
along the wooded Heigl, ts of the Meuse
River directly to Hattol,~h5te1.

This road is called the ( irande Tranch&
“ de Calonne. It is said i,, have been built
by direction uf M. de (’alonne, Minister
of Finance under Louis XVI, as a means
of access to his ch.5teau at Hattonchatel.

During the wur it was of great im-
portance as an avenm? of supply and
communication. Near it, concealed in

the trees, were btrnclreds (If shacks, under-

ground slleltws, Urtill(,j:: emplacements,
temporary roads, narr,. \~-gauge railway
tracks and supply depot:; of all Iiinds.

In the Iwriods of illtt.nsive [ightillg on
the? front almad this r(,;ld was tIw sc[?ne
of great activity as lootur trucks and
other vehicles moved 1hnusands of tons
of ammunition, sul)pli~,s and e[~uipmcmt
to the front lines, and innumerable men
used it in going to and returning from
battle. This activity was carried on
mainly at night and c(msequent]y during
the hours of tfarkncss the road was
packed with continuous streams of traffic
moving in both directions.

On August 30, 1918, i he American First
Army tnok communal of the front which
included the St. Millie! sulient. Its
orders for the offensive on September 12
provided for a main attack I)y six divi-
sions ;l~ilill~t t 11(! soul IIorn fa{w, a se(’-

tmdary drive I)y on{! Amerimn and one
French division against the face in front
of here, and a h(J]dif3g attack by a French
corps around the tip of the salient. The
main attack \vas to ))e made by the
American I and IV Corps at 5:$0 a. m.
and the secondary attack hy the American
V Corps at 8:00 a. m.

The V Corps at the time of the offensive
was composed of the 4[}1 and 26th Divi-
sions and a k’rench division.

As an additimttil help i7L ktdin~ (he s/op-
ping poinl indicated in ille next P(Iragruph,
il should be noted thot a snti{ll INO)Inmcnl
to Lieuten{lnl. Robert Guillie, a French
oficer, is locutecl on the crest iw mediatel~
preceding, alon@de t}le left of {he roud.
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Ch.lllgll]g the GcrmaII N,Itnc of a S[[wc

i!] J’ ig!)u~lllcs F~oII) “’}+mciclllwrg SC1.lssc”
to ‘“\\jilsou, U, S. A.”

(12.6 m 20,3 km) At 10P of crest, 6.5
miles (10.5 kilometers) from road fork
where speedometer reading Wil S noted,
STO1’.

This is the C6te de SenOUX.

[Jace down the road, which :it. tlli> I,[,i)lt

runs approximately south.
The American 2d Division receivtxi its

first training in the lmttle line near here
during hlareh, April and May of 1918.

The French front-line trenches which
ran ttuwugb this point at right angles to
the road had been located here for nearly
frrur years when on Septemlwr 8 tile 26th
Division tool{ communal of this ])iirt of the
frnnt,. The (%-man trenches were thcll
about 100” yards ubead, the intervening
groun(l ln:ing no ]nan’s land.

Only a faint idea can now be ohtaine(i
of the scene of al)pallir]g destruction
whirl] existt’d here at that time. Tile
land wus a grayish-white waste with but
little vegetation. Thick masses of barbed
wire and other debris covered the ground
and shattered and splintered trees dotted
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the landscape. Trenches furrowed the

area in idl directions and interlocliing shell

holes were everywhere.

Taking part in the great offensive of
the First Army against the St. Mihiel
salient, the 26th Division from its sector
astride this road attacked at 8:00 a. m. on
September 12, after a seven-hour artillery
bombardment. In spite of considerable
r(~sistiinc(: and the dillicrrlt niit,ure of the
terrain, it had advanced by nightfall more

than 2 miles along this road.
The main attack from the other side of

the salient started at 5:00 a. m. and pro-
gressed so rapidly in this general direction
I.}]at.by afternm~n the success of the entire
(dTtmsive was assured. In order to reup
the full benefits of the victory and to pre-
vent the esciipe of German units still
remaining in the s:ilient, General Pershing
early in the evening directed that the 26th
Division rush troops to the vicinity (Jf

PanorMI;IFrom Srop

IIattonchAtel, about 8 miles from this
point, to meet the advanced elements of
the American troops in the main attack.

In compliance with this order a brigade
of the division, reinforced by artillery and
machine gun units, formed a column on
this road some distance ahead, and shortly
after dark boldly marched forward to ac-
complish its mission. Although the Ger-
rn:ins were considerably disorganized by
the American successes of t.lmt day,
nevertheless the night march was dan-
gerous and difficult. After having cap-
tured a considerable number of prisoners
the brigade reached Hattonch~tel about
2:00 a. m. and by daybreak had estab-
lished contact below that village with
the troops of the main attack.

After leaving this point the tour now
enters the area captured by the Ameri-
can First Army in its September 12 offen-
sive and goes to the heart of the salient.

German CavalrY Regiment D~ployed for Countet-;lttack, Septen]he]- 1918, @ G
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N(w 11.11toll~l)~[cl

EN ROUTE C6TI: DE SIiN()(JX
‘ro llA’r’ro?lcll/i’rmJ

Nok (IIC speedometer rcirding.
(15.0 m 24.1 hrn) 2.4 miles (3.8 kilo-

meters) farther on, near the kilometvr
post seen iu the lefI of the rood, is the
place fnjm which the night mtirch of the
26th Division }Je~ilfl. During tl]e Ml-
vance small detuchrn(. nts were pluced to
guard each r{~ad and trni] leading off to
the riglit wil II tlIL+ t))~j(x,t of f.rii~)~)ir)g tlIe

Germans who h:d n[,t ulready retreated
to the left across this road.

(20.6 m 3:).1 km) ,thout 80 yards this
side of next villoge, I[attoncilfitel, sml’.

I’ace the 10WI1 of Hiitlollch~lel, which
direction isi~l)}jlt,xir~l:ii(’lyc,:tst.

This poin~ is near the crmter(~f tile St.
Mihiel siilie]lt. When the troops of the
26th Division rearl]ed ht>re during the
nig}lt of September 12 13 tltey saw the
Woi’vre I’luin }Ielt,w ablnze with l)urning

l)uddings and supIJly dLimps which the
retre:lting Germans were destroying-
The leildirlg elem(?nts promptly moved
down from these heights and occupied
Vigneulles, the villtige seen to the right
not far from the foot of this hi]].

Tlwisolat[,d hillseell totlw right in the
distunce, 7 mi!es awuy, is Murrtsec. Tll(!
memorial on its summit was built lJy the

[Jnited States G,,vernment to cnmmemo-
rute LIIe St. M illi(,l and {}tller Arncrican
operatio]ls in this l~:irt uf Ihnce.

The main attack on St:pternher 12 was
laun(lwd in t!~is general directiun by the
Americon 1 a]l(l IV Corps from ;Lline to
the lef~ (If und lwyontl N1ontsec. The
l~lf)w f{,ll wi(h crushifig (1[1’w.ttm the sur-
pris{d d(,fenders ;md the victori(ms
troops on tl]e first day swept forward
apl)roxim:ttely 5 milt’s. The (}ermans,
rt?xlizi]]g thut they could not hold tlw
:;ilient in the fn(.e (If this tremendous



advance, began quickly to wit}ldraw and
to destmly all supl)lics ~~ndother :irticles
tll;lt {,0111(1n{~t I)e t:lli~ll with tllcnl.

lly dark on SeI)tember 12 the 1st
Division, the nearest fimlk unit of the
main attach, was in the center of the
large wood seen to the right front.
Contact lwtween these troops and the
26th I)ivisiou was estal)lished ai)out,
dawn on September 13, at the foot of
these slopes, thus closing the salient.

th Septemlwr 13 the rapid advance of
tl~(’ ln:lill :~l(:l{,lf (oll(illuwl an(l all (livi-
siol}s IIIOV(J(IIII) (() it ]ir]c il])l)roxirli;ll(:iy
stl’itigllt O}li?il(i fr{)m this poir]t. By
night fall lJractically al] objectives of the
o(l’el]sivc I];l(l INI[,I]gainml.

t)n that (lay t.lw 2(iLh Division moved
intu 1’i6\’ill(’-s(}~]s-les-C6tes and 13illy-
stjus-1(’s-(;dtes, the two villages to tlw left
(lose in at the foot of this hill. It W:ls at
and near those towns that a composite
squadron of the American 2d Cavalry
reconnoitered on September 13. This is
t)f interest as it is one of tile few times
that American cavalry was used as com-
I):tt units during the war and gives a good
ili(limtion of the extei)t of the l)tWJli-

through during the St. Mihicl attack.

TIIe vill;~ge to t.lle left front, some dis-

tunce away, is Woiil. on September 14
the troops of the l’irst Army captured it
an(l that night tile front line of tlw Army
wtis established just beyond WOO1, run-
ning generally at right angles to the
observer’s line of vision when facing in
the direction of that place.

one brigade of the American 4th I)ivi-
siun wits in line along the edge of the
heights about 8 miles to the left of here,
at the pivot of the attack on this face of
the salient. On September 12 and 13 its
:it,tivities wt?re confined tu reconooit(?ring
I)ul utl S1’l~tcmlwr 14 il moved [orwtircf
cxiptltring considerable ground.

For several days after September 14
lighting took l)lil(W at a numlmr of p(JintS

along the 1+’irstArmy front as the clivi-
sions repulsed counteriittaclis and made
Iorlil lilta(liS to determine defill itely the
new enemy line of resistance and to
establish their own lines in the most
adv:intageous positions. The area in
which this fighting occurred is passed
through toward the end of this tour.

At the fur side of HuitomWitcl is u
picture:. squcc)I(?lcuu !0 which visitors are
adnfittcd. f L wus restored soon uftcr the
‘wur u7Ld jrom its grounds un excelled view
of (he surrounding conntrg is obtained.
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EN’ ltOIJTICIIATT() .{.[1AT1;14m) ~ftlwrsl.x:

(20.7 m 3;1.3 Iim) lnlnlediatcly aftw

entering Haltonchatel. turn sharply to
the right and descend the hill.

(21.9 m 35.2 km) In the center of Vi-
gneulles where road ends abruptly,
turn to the right; then to the left.

In Vignerrlles the ?6LII Divisi(m cap-
tured a consiflcrable flumherof prisoners)
including a regiment 1 band, :Lnd n great,
quantity of military :llpp]ies.

(!22.3m35. Skin) lt,.y(,ndtlJ\\n,~ltfirst
road junction, to (11c right of the road
WASlucatcd o1](Jof (11(, milny I]ig sul)l~ly
depots whicl] tlie Gmt)wrshad construct-
ed along t}w }Vc’stcrII Front duril]g the
war. ‘1’hr+sed(,pots consisled of a large
number of storehous,.s so xrranged in a
network of railroad lines and roads that
supplies deliv{?rd to them from Germany
by standard-gnuge railway could be re-
shipped with a minimum of labor to
units in the fr~)nt lines l)Y narrow-gauge
railroilds, mt)tllr trucks and w:l~{ms.

(22.4 m 3(; .11 lillll To the right up the
snudl valley is stwII the town of Creu6,
which was ent(,rcd ~’m-ly011September 13
by patrols senl out I)y the 2(ith Division.

Conlinue (hrough Heudicourt, which

W:Mc:ipturcd hya patrol of the?(; thDivi-
sion e:irlyor-itl]elt~(]rrlingof Septem)xwl:].

Straight through the villages of
lluxi~r~.s and llllxerulles wl~icl]wereoc(:~t-
pied by a French division on September
13. In the wooded ravines to the rightof
these towns were located many German
war establishments. l’hese included a
l:wgc hospital camp, a dressing stati(m and
extensive supj)]y dumps for food, engineer
muteria]s and ammunition.

(28.8 m 46,3 km) In next village, Woin-
villc, turn sharp left toward hlontscc.

This village was the location of the
headquarters of the American IV Corps
after the St. Mihiel oflknsive, from No-
vember 3 to the Armistice.

(2!).2 m 46,9 km) Beyond town, to the
right is seen Loupmont Ridge. It is a
long narrow ridge which lay in rear of the
German front line and was an important
part of their defensive system. Numer-
ous deep underground shelters had been
duginto thisside of it.

(31,9 m 51.2 km) At fnr side of the
next villogc, Montscc, turn right 10 WiIrlf

the \’illage of140upnlont.
(32.1 m51.71im) At the ncxtrqadjunc-

tion, bear to the right up Montsec hill.
(33.1 m 53.2 km) At fiagpoie, STOP.
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This imposing mullument is one of the
three principal n)emorials erected by the
United St:ltes (government in France.
Its site upon this high isol:{t~?{i}]ill,d(]lni-
nating the surrounding country in nearly
iilldirt!ctii)lls, c:lnll{)tl)(’sur~)asse(l.

‘1’he hill of hluntsec is well known to the
soldiers nf the Americun ltxpeditionary
Forces :1s ,1 I:trgc ]Iumljt,r (,f Am(,ric;tn
divisions 11;1([their first service in the
battle line near this Place.

The following description of the com-
bat operations should he rewl by the ob-
server when stim(liIlg upon the upper
terrace of the m(~numt’nt in the space
between the first [olumns to the south
(right as tl:ig!lole is faced) uf the steps.

This hill W:,S (lose t,) tile south fa,,,
of the St. nl Il]if’1stilieot. I]ec;luse of its
natural str~,l,:t I) and height it wus an
exceptiooall:,’ important point in the Ger-
rniln defensi ‘Mesystem. On this side it.
was protectc~l l)y numerous trenches, ma-
chine-gun e]l.placements and btml)ed-wire

entangleme]l(s. ~Jn th[’ other side tun-
nels 1(’[11(J l:Irgu Il!lll(’rgrln[l]cl sllt,llc,rs ill
the liill ~If](l to olwerviltiol~ posts along
this crest fr,,ln wlii(h tile German artil-
lery fire Wii:, directed iiIld controlled.

l;lxcept ftlr the WL~illilleSSinherent to ail
salients, wlli(”h is the d:IIIgcr (;f attack
from ho(h sitles at once, the St. Nfihiel
salient was excel) tilmally s(rong. Proof
of this is that it projected into the Allied
lines for four yems. in 1!)14 tlw (;(r-
mans had cslablislle(i themselves n(’ar

here on strong natural positions and had
spent the following years in constructing
elaborate trenches, vast musses of barl)ed-
wire entanglements, concrete mochine-
gun emldaccmwnts nnd other field works
in an endeuv(jr to make these positions
impregnal)le, [t w:is f[?arml by many

that :Ittilckillg’ th[: suli(?nt would prove
to he a difficult an~l costly undertaking.

‘l’he phtn (It’ the ofl’vnsive consisted of
a main atta~:l~I)y tll~!I and 1V Corps on a
14-mile front on this face of the salient,
a secondnry :iti:L(’k a f(’w hoILrs later lly the

V Corps, whose zont? of action we have
already visitwl, and a diversion and ex-
ploitation by the I“rencll II Coloniul A‘., .A: “

(;(1 111,11) lltgoll[ EIIII-.IIILL. 011 Nl(mtscc

I“IIc hill IV.IS lIIIIICy( OIIIIWLI wirh dugo~lrs
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PanoramaLooking East From Montsec

Corps which held the tip of the salient.
The places mentioned below should be

identified by means of the direction
arrows located between the columns.

Spread out before the observer like a
huge relief map is part of the ground over
which the main assault of the First Army
swept on September 12, 1918.

The jump-off line extended from Mar-
voisin, the small village seen to the right
front just beyond the nearest wood;
passed between Richecourt and Seiche-
prey; ran this side of Flirey, whose church
steeple is seen to the left of Seicheprey;
and continued on to the Moselle River,
which is about 15 miles away.

The divisions in the initial assault were,
in order from the observer’s right to left,
the lst, 42d, 89th, 2d, 5th and part of the
90th. The rest of the 90th lXvision and
that part of the 82d Division beyond
it on this side of the Moselle did not at-
tack until the second day of the offensive.

German Communication Trench Between
Montsec and Richecourt

The battle started at 1:00 a. m., dotting
the countryside in front of here with flame
as about 3,000 pieces of artillery of all
calibers commenced a violent bombard-
ment. In the next few hours thousands
of shells crashed into the hostile battery
emplacements, observation posts, com-
munication centers, trenches and other
vital points, while a smoke screen was
placed around this hill to prevent the
German observers on it from seeing and
reporting details of the advance.

The infantry assault in front of here
began at 5:00 a.m., in a drizzling rain and
mist. The strength and suddenness of
the attack completely disrupted the
German defense and the divisions ad-
vanced steadily. Within a few hours suffi-
cient ground had been gained to assure
the success of the entire operation.

Richecourt and Lahayville, the town
seen to the left of Richecourt, promptly
fell to the 1st Division while St. Bausaant,
the large village seen to the front, was
captured by the 42d Division.

Before noon the 1st Division had cap-
tured Nonsard, the nearest village to the
left front, and by night was advancing in
the large wood seen to the left of and be-
yond that village. The 42d Division
seized Pannes, seen to the right of Non-
sard, and advanced several miles beyond
it while the 89th Division reached a line
near Thiaucourt, which town can be seen
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I
Heudlcourt Hattonchatel Nonsard

L
-- I

PanoramaLooking North From Montsec

to the left front on a clear day. The 2d
Division captured Thiaucourt and the 5th
captured VMville+m-Haye, the village
seen some distance to the right of Thiau-
court just below the sky line in an open
space between two large wooda.

Go to space between first columns on
opposite side of the steps.

The village seen to the front on the
nose of the hill is HattonchWel. About
dawn on September 13 patrols of the 1st
Dh-ision met the advanced element-a of
the 26th Division below that place, thus
actually closing the salient.

During September 13 the advance was
continued with the right of the 90th and
the 82d Division on this side of the Moselle
River joining in the attack. By late
evening of the 13th practically every ob-
jective of the offensive had been secured.

On that day this hill and the villages
seen to the left along the base of the
heights were evacuated by the Germans.

The main attack terminated on the
13th although during the next three days
local operations continued and numerous
small advances were made at various
places as the American units attempted
t.a improve their positions.

The offensive here was launched at a
most propitiotw moment. The German
High Command had decided to abandon
the St. Mihiel salient so as to shorten the
line held by its forces, and orders had been
issued on September 11 for a gradual and
orderly withdrawal. The plans for this

withdrawal and the laying waste of the
country in the salient were completely
frustrated, however, by the auddenneas
and strength of the American attack.

As a result of this offensive a large
number of prisoners and great quantities
of mat6riel and supplies were captured,
and several important roads and railroads
south of Verdun were released for Allied
use. The successful conclusion of the
operation had a marked adverse psycho-
logical effect upon the enemy and greatly
improved the morale of the Allies.

Before leaving this spot the tourist
should step to the right and from the
space between the next columns note the
St. Mihiel American Cemetery near
Thlaucourt, identified by its white atone
chapel and field of white headstones,
which can be seen in the distance on a
clear day on a line just to the right of the
round plaza at the flagpole. At that
cemetery are buried more than 4,000
American soldiers among which are many
of those who so gallantly gave their lives in
the battle which has just been described.

GermanTrench Southwest of Monrsec
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Within the circle of columns, resting
upon a stone platform decorated with
carvings of military equipment carried
by American soldiers, is a large bronze
relief map of the St. Mihiel salient. Upon
it are shown the front lines before and
after the American offensives in this
region. By lining up the monument on
the map with any feature on the map,
that feature on the ground, if visible,
will be seen in the distance on the same
line and thus can be identified.

To aid the visitor in understanding the
military operations illustrated by the
bronze map, and to permit identification
by name of the villages shown on it, three
round porcelain maps of S&res manufac-
ture have been placed in the border.

The names of the American and French
units w-hose brilliant services are com-
memorated here have been recorded on
the inside attic wall. The inscription
which appears below them is from the
final report of the Commander-in-Chief
of the American Expeditionary Forces.

THE ST. MI HIEL REGION

Other interesting features of the upper
terrace are the insignia of the principal
arms and branches of the American forces
which have been carved on the shields
below the eagles of the pilaster capitals;
the compass included in the inlaid design
of the floor; and the inscription on th<
stone base of the relief map which gives
a brief record of the accomplishments of
the American Army near here.

The dedicatory inscriptions, in French
on one side and in English on the other,
are on the large inclined stones at the
sides of the steps descending from the
upper terrace. Included in these inscrip-
tions is a tribute to the friendship and
cooperation of the French and American
Armies during the World War.

The names on the outside frieze above
the columns are those of villages in this
general region which were captured by
American troops. These places when
considered as a whole give a good idea
of the large area covered by the American
combat activities in Alsace and Lorraine.

Close-Up View of St. Mihiel American Memorial



‘l’he coats of arms carved on the stone
pillars near the flagpole are those of
France and the United States, whose divi-
sions fought side by side in this region;
and of Alsace and Lorraine, the two
French provinces in which occurred the
fighting commemorated by this memorial.

EN ROUTEMONTSECTO EAST
OF SEICHEPllEY

Descend hill to the village of Montsec.
(34.3 m 55.2 km) In town, turn sharp

iright on the descending road.
(34.8 m 56.0 km) Beyond town, by

looking to the rear, can be seen the view
of Montsec most familiar to the American
soldiers who served in this region.

(36.0 m 57.9 km) Just before reaching
the next sharp RIGHT bend in road, the

“zone of action of the 1st Division during
the main attack is entered.

(36.5 m 58.7 km) The next village,
Richecourt, was just within the enemy
front line. The Germans had elaborately
organized it as a strong point and the
immediate surroundings were a maze of
trenches and wire entanglements. The
town itself was completely obliterated by
Allied shellfire during the war.

At the far edge of the town the Rupt de
Mad is crossed. This small stream, which
ran obliquely across a considerable part of
the zone of attack, was a serious obstacle
to the tanks and transportation of the
First Army until its destroyed bridges
Were replaced by the engineers.

(36.7 m 59.0 km) Beyond town, at first
crossroad, continue straight ahead.

(36.8 m 59.2 km) At top of next crest,
where a good view to the left front is
obtained, STOP without leaving the car.

The German front-line trench ran at
right angles to this road and passed
through this point. Near the bottom of
the shallow valley ahead was located the
American front line, the intervening
ground being that of no man’s land.

Sectors in this vicinity were held for
considerable periods of time by the lst,
26th, 82d and 89th Divisions before the
concentration for the St. Mihiel attack.

The village seen to the front is Seiche-
prey and the wood in the valley to the
left of it is the Bois de Remibrea.

Early on the morning of April 20 Seich*
prey was the scene of a German raid
against the 26th Division, which was
then holding this part of the front. The
Germans placed a heavy “box barrage”
around Seicheprey and the Bois de
Remi$res to prevent supporting troops
from entering that area. Then, screened
by a dense fog, about 1,200 picked
German assault troops, starting from near
here, quickly overran the American front
lines and entered Seicheprey. They de-
stroyed the dugouts, battalion first-aid
station and kitchen, and captured a con-
siderable number of prisoners. Soon
thereafter the Germans withdrew from
the town and remained most of the day in
the American front-line trenches. They
retired to their own lines shortly be-
fore an American counterattack could be
launched to drive them out.

Continue.
(37.4 m 60.2 km) The railroad which is

next crossed is a strategic railroad which
has been constructed since the war.

The ridge seen on the sky line ahead
was the location of the Allied main line
of resistance. That position had been
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elaborately prepared for defense }jy the
French Army during the preceding years.

(38.1 m 61.3 km) At near edge of next
village, !%icheprey, the sector which was
held by the 42d Division is entered.

In Swichepreu, alongside the c](wch, is a
small memorial founluirt presented to the
village by meu and women of the Stafe of
(’o~tnecticut. To visit il, turn to th~ left in

/l(c Iown. Time of side tri]~—-3 mimdes.

Fount.lil) 2C Seicllcprey
lrKIrd I)y Ii]l~:ll>it:{l]rs of Connccticm

ll.,,,or,, m., l.t)oki[~gN[~r[h

~38.3 m 61.5 km) In town turn right,
at first road turn to the left to\vard Flirey.

(39.2 m 63.0 km) About 50 yards from
the next large wood, STOP.

To the left rear the nearest wood which
is seen is callecl the Iluis de Rwni&-es.

Face its center, which direction is
approximately north.

MOntsec is visible to the left front.
From observation posts located near

here a Iurge part of the ground within the
German lines could I)e seen. In these
posts, which were ctirefully concealed,
observers continuously watched the
enemy positions during daylight hours
and reported at once all signs of unusual
activity. This work was supplemented
by the use of captive balloons stationed
several miles in rear of the forward
trenches at intervals al~)ng the entire
front. ‘1’lw occupants of these balloons

also studied the hostile positions through
powerful glasses and telephoned immedi-
ately to the ground forces all information
gained. The balloon observer, his help-
ers on the ground, and the protecting
anti-aircraft art illery had to be constantly
on the alert for German airplanes, as a
successful airplane attack on the inflam-
mable balloon invariably caused it to
burst into flames and IW d(’stroyed.

A large amount of important informa-
tion was also obtained by the Air Service
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which periodically sent airplanes over the
enemy lines to reconnoiter and to take
photographs of the hostile battle lines.
These photographs, when compared with
others previously taken, gave valuable
indications of changes in the enemy de-
fensive organizitt.ion and in his plans.

This poi]lt is near the center of the
zone of the IV (;orps, which attacked on
September 12 with the Ist, 42d and 89th
Divisions in Iinc from left to right.

The Cerm;in front line at that time ran
just this side of Richecourt, the second
village between here and Montsec; just
beyond the F30is~de Remi&es; and along
the near edge of the Bois de la Sonnard,
the lurge wood which is seen to the right.
of the Bois de Remi&-es.

l’he troops here jumped off at 5:00
a. m. in u rain and fog, closely following a
heavy roiling I)arrage. The IN, Division
promplly captured Richecwurt but en-
countered considerable resistance in the
Quart de R&erve, the wood seen just
beyond the left s,ide of the Bois de
RemiFres. C)vercoming this before noon,
it captured Nunsard, t})e villiqge seen
beyond and to Ihe right of the Quart de
R6serve, and W:M advancing at dark in
the wood seen beyond that place.

The 42d Division, in front of here, met
stuhborm resistance from machine gun
units at St. Baussant, the village seen to

the front, and in the Bois de la Sonnard.
It drove forward aggressively, however,
capturing Essey, the first village seen
over the right side of the Bois de Re-
mi&es, about noon, and Pannes, whose
church is seen to the left of 12ssey, shout
2:00 p. m. Lamarche, seen in the dis-
tance to the left of Pannes, was heyorrd
the first day’s objective. It was, how-

Flx-e Usd at Night to CalLfor an
Artillery Ih)ragc

/ #





ever, entered by a patrwl of the 4’2d
Division in the Ufkr’Il(JOll and occupied
by the 1st Division that night.

The 89th Division, to the right of here,
advanced rapidly thr{)ugh the large wood,
Bois de h40rt-Mare, in front of its jump-
OR line and that night established itself
about a mile this side of B6ney, the village
seen on a clear day in the distance to the
right of and beyond Ilssey.

The rapid advance of the IV Corps on
this front made certain the success of the
whole attack of the l’irst Army.

EN ROUTE. EAST OF SIUCIIEPREY T() EAST

OF It EGNIfi\’ILI.11

(39.7”m 63. s km) Al the next road junc-
tion, turn to the left.

Beyond the road junction, the front
trenches of tl)e Allietl main line of resist-
ance ran immediately alongside this road
for the next several ]niles.

(40.8 m 65.3 km) Before reaching the
next village. Flirwy, t Ile sector held hy the
soldiers of the 89th l)ivision is entered.

(1 1.() m (;6. () km) .A1(!niranrc to town
are se[,n tlIe embaniilnent.s of a large rail-
way bridge which formerly spanned the
road. ‘1’his bridge was destroyed by the
French Army eorly in the war.

The 89th Division Ileadqrmrters during
the attack wus located in dugouts at the
embankment nearest the road.

(41.3 m 66.4 km) In center of town,
on the right is seen a monument erected l)y
the people of Lorraine to commemoriit.e
the services of the American Army in this
region. On it, are listed tk]e American
divisions which fought near here.

(41.4 m 66. (i IiIll) At far edge of town
are seen the ruins of the (Jl(l village, l’lirey
having been rebuilt on a new site.

(41.5 m 66.8 km) To the Icft of this
roit(l, ;11)001 3/! mite, Was 111(:I[wa(it)il of a
successful raid made (In August 4 by the
8~d DiVisicjn, W}lich occupied this sector
for about one month I)efore the St. Mihiel
offensive. Two companies of the division
penetrated the Germ iin lines to a depth
of more than 600 yacds, inflicting a num-
ber of (,tlsUilltieS (j]) the enemy forc(?s
and cal)turij~g three machine gulls
before returning to their own trenches.

(131)

French Monument at Flirey Listing American
Units Which Fought in the Vicinity

(4’2.1 m 67.7 km) Beyond town, ilt top

of first crest, was the scene of a strong
German raid early on August 31 against
the 89th Division, which was then occupy-
ing this sector. ‘1’he Germans passed
tllrorrgh the American front line between
two regiments, crossed this rood tinci in a
Ir[mcll along tll(’ rigl~l si(lc t)f il rnf)vt,(i in
the direction tile tourist is traveling, at
the same time calling out in English that
they were from the adjoining American
regiment. This ruse failed to mislead
the American plat(mn commander, who

(%l)rch :It Limey

+ m’
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repulsed the raiding party by a coura-
geous and well executed defense. The
Germans were forced to abandon two of
their dead within the American lines.

(42.6 m 68.5 km) While approaching
the next village, Llmey, to the left is seen
a ridge upon which were located jump-off
trenches of tbe 89th Division.

(43.5 m 70.0 km) Near this aide of
the town, the sector of the 2d Division
before the offensive is entered.

(43.8 m 70.5 km) Just before reaching
the far end of Limey, turn sharply to the
left toward RemenauviUe.

(43.9 m 70.6 km) Beyond town, to the
front is seen Ansoncourt Farm, which was
near the boundary line between the zones
of action of the 2d and 89th Divisions.

That farm, which was a strong point
in the German lines, was captured by the
89th Division on September 12. During
the attack on it Second Lieutenant J.
Hunter Wickersham of the 89th Division
won the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Severely wounded in four places by a high-
explosive shell, and with his right arm
disabled, he declined aid for himself
until he had dressed the wounds of hk or-
derly, who had been wounded at the same
time. Leading his men forward again
he continued fighting, using his pistol
with his left hand until exhausted from
loss of blood he finally fell and died.

(44.5 m 71.5 km) On far side of first
valley, a 2d Division boulder marker, one
of a number erected after the Armistice
by that division on its former battlefields,
is passed near the road.

(44.7 m 71.8 km) Near the top of the
next crest were located the front-line
trenches of the 2d Division. They are
still (1937) plainly to be seen.

(45.0 m 72.4 km) The church seen to
the left of the road marks the site of the
former village of Remenauville which
was completely destroyed during the
war. That town was just within the
German front line. On September 12
it was captured by the 2d Division
which met determined resistance in
the Bois du Pour, the large wood seen to
the left. After a severe fight the enemy
troops were driven out, and by 1:00 p. m.
the division had advanced about 5 miles.

(45.2 m 72.7 km) Upon reaching the
next road junction, turn to the right.

(45.4 m 73.0 km) At the bottom of the
valley the zone of action of the 5th Divi-
sion during the attack is entered.

(45.7 m 73.5 km) At the top of the next
hill are seen (1937) traces of the trench
system held by the 5th Division before it
jumped off for the main attack.

(45.9 m 73.8 km) The church seen
ahead marks the site of Regnii%ille, which
WaS just within the American lines. The
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town was totally demolished during the
four years of fighting in this vicinity.

At the road junction ahead is a 5th
Division marker, one of many erected
by that division shortly after the Armis-
tice; also a French marker indicating the
farthest advance of the German forces
during the last year of the war.

(46.2 m 74.3 km) Upon reaching the
road junction, turn to the right.

The road running to the left at this point
is the most direct route to Thiaucourt.

(46.7 m 75.1 km) Just before reaching
the top of the next crest, when a good
view is obtained to the rear, STOP.

If the grozolh of trees has obstructed the
mew go ofl the road or back down hill in order
to obtain the best mew possible.

Face so that the church just passed,
which marks the site of the former village
of Regni&ille, is seen to the left front.
The direction which the tourist is now
facing is approximately north.

This point is close to the center of the
jump-off line of the I Corps.

The church which is seen to the left is
the one passed a short time ago in the
former village of Remenauville.

The German front line in this vicinity
ran from the observer’s left of Anson-
court Farm, seen beyond and to the right
of the church of Remenauville; included
Remenauville; passed on the other aide

of Regni6ville; ran along the near slopes
of the ridge seen ahead; and continued
on to the right crossing the Moselle River,
which is about 5 miles away.

On September 12 the 2d, 5th and the
left of the 90th Division attacked at 5:00
a. m. and made rapid and deep penetra-
tions into the hostile positions.

The 2d Division promptly captured
Remenauville and advanced quickly to
the Bois du Four, tbe wood seen to the
left front, where considerable resistance
from machine-gun nests was encountered.
This was overcome by 7:00 a. m. and
Thiaucourt (not visible), 4 miles away
beyond the right edge of the Bois du
Four, was captured about noon. The
2d Division dug in that night on a position
north of Thiaucourtj which waa one of the
main objectives of the offensive.

The 5th Division jumped off from near
Regni6vi11e and made steady progress
through the German trenches and thick
wire entanglements on its front. De-
termined resistance from machine guns in
the wood, Bois de la Rappe, seen fringing
the ridge ahead, was overcome about 6:15
a. m. and from then on the advance was
rapid until that night, when the front line
of the 5th Division was established about
3 miles ahead of this point.

The left of the 90th Division, which
attacked to the right of this point, met

Regni&ille in October 1918
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ohst,inate resistance from m;ichine-gun
nests and snipers in the wood, the treetops
of which can l)e seen in the distance to t]le
right front. That resistance W:IS cleared
out during the morning and hy 1:30 p. rn.
the division had reached its objective.
The position consolidated tl)at night was
2 miles from here, at ill)OUt rig}, t angles to

the observer’s line of vision wll(,n ]ooking
in the direction of his rirzht fr[~]lt.

The masses of harl)~d-wirw entangle-
ments on this front were very formidable
hut the extensive preparations which ha(i

EN ROUTE EAST OF REGNII?JVILLE TO NORTH

OF PONT-.i-MOUSSON

(47.8 m 76.9 km) The next village, Fey-
cn-Haye, has been rebuilt on a new site.
The site of the old town, which was de-
stroyed, is about a mile to the left of this
road, on the 90th Division jump-off line.

(48.9 m 78.6 km) Beyond the town, at
the next crossroad, turn to the left.

The opposing front lines between here
and the Meuse River ran about a mile to
the left of this road. They traversed the
For@t du Bois-le-Pr&rei a dense wood in

been made l)y the American divisions to
pass Ihrt)ugh tl)(’rn without I(JSS of time
prove(l to lx’ [lt){,xlxl(lt’dly L,[1(,{4ive.

‘1’hc figl]ting dler SeI)(ernl)~’r 12 of the
divisions which attacked fronl this ])art
of the front will lx+ disc,ilsst,{l lat~,r wheii
the area of that figllti[lg is \isi[rd.

Orl Lllc pre(mling I)uge is a secti{j]i
of a wartime map, s(ale 1,20,1100 (ai~out
3“- 1 mile), showing Rerneniiuvillc and
Regni6ville. This map, which is (If tllti
type most (wrrmlunly used l)y An]cri(an
front-line units, gives ii good idea of llle
extent of tile trench systenl existing ill
this region Iwforw the American attack.

which the Germans had established them-
selves early in the wtir and from which the
French had rniide several unsuccessf u]
attempts to drive them out.

~T],ell t]le ~oth I>jvisjon too]{ over. a

sector in this vicinity on August 24 the
opposing positions in some places were
only 20 ymfs apart, each of them being
composed of wide zones of deep trenches,
l)ristlillg with machine guns in concrete
emplacements and strungly protected by
numerous thick l~ands of harhed wire.

(50.0 m 80.5 km) After leaving the
wood, to the left front across the valley
is seen a French World War cemetery.



The 1st and 2d Divisions held adjoining
sec:tors near here for a short time inAugust.

(50.5 m 81.2 km) White approaching
the next town, Montauville, over it is seen
NIuusson Hill, upon which is Iocateti the
Villilge of hl ousson. That place served as
an excellent observation point for the
French and American units on this front.
The ruins of an 11th Century
castle and a church tower, upon
which stands a statue of Joan of
Arc, are visible on the IiiIl.

Atlcr passing through Monlau-
villc iill(l the adjoining village,

Rlilididr(,s, the ~our enkrs l’oat-
h-hloasson which was captured hy
the C,ermans in 1914. It was re-
taken by French troops sli(,rtly
(hereafter and remained in the
hands of the Allies from then on.
Pout-i- Mousson being near the
[r(n~t Iil]e was oftt,n lwavily
shelled by the German artillery.

The churches of St. Laurent and
St. Martin are places of interest.

(52.5 m 84.5 km) After entering
town, cross over the railroad trucks.

lhc

In center of town, at large plaza with
the arcades, to the right is seen a Renais-
stincc fountain reconstructed by the
American Field Service as a memorial to
its war dead. ‘rh:lt Service was com-
posed of a nu mbcr of American aml N]-
]anec sections, organized in the fall of
1~~4, and trucl; units, formed in the
spring of 1918. It served with the French
Army both before and after the United
States entmwd the war, although it was
made part of the Atnerican Army in l!J17.

(52.7 m 84.8 km) At ccntcr of the large
plaza with the arcades, turn to the left
toward Pagny-snr-Moselle.

‘1’he tour now goes north down the
Moselle valley and for approximately the
next 4 miles follows in the direction of
advance of the American Army.

(54.5 m 87.5 km) Iley ’orrd the town,
iift~r crossing the railroad, at the first
crest where a good view of the hill to the
fron( is obtained, STOP.

Face down the road, which, at this
point, runs approximately north.

T}]e Moselle River is to the right in the
valley. The high peak, seen to the right
on the other side of it, is k’on IIill.

On September 12! the 82d Division was
holding a line, astride the river, which ran
through this point and included Xon Hill.
Its right connected with the French at
Port-sur-Seille, a town about 6 miles

2. Av. Pres. Carnot
3. P1.Thiers

y&y&\ ~

7“‘“‘ois‘e‘retreK %,

‘eRo:te through /;

PONT-A-MOUSSON /$!%

(138)



away to the right reur, and its left joined

the 90~h Divisiofl, at a point which is
about ;; mile to tlje left of here.

No attack was made on this front on
Septen,l)er 12, th,, mission of the 82d Di-
vision being to vxert pressure on the
enemy by raiding and patrolling, but not
to nlake a IJmm:k!lcnt advance. At this
particulilr’ pluw, in carrying out this
missit~n, an Cneniy strung point tit tlw
house seen down Ihe road was r~iided.

On Seplember 1:~the 90th Division was
ordered to tidvanre its right about 1 mile
und the Wd wxs (Iir(?ctetl t{) protect its
flank. ‘1’he !)Ot]l [~iViSi(J[l ultacked d,
9:30 a. m., dmvc the enemy in deter-
mined ligl]t ing out of the WWXISand quilr-
ries in its zone 0[ tictiotl :md by 5:00 p. m.
had re~ivhwi its ol,jeti. ive whicl~ it held in
spite of a severe gas and high explusi ve
bomb; mlment. ‘1’lle Wd Division at-
tacked after dark, advanced across the
valley ahead under heavy hostile tire from
the other side of t lIe Moselle :ind reached
a line just lmy(~n~l tl)e crest of Ilill :?24,
seen alwad. 1(s l,(,sitioil was t.lIcIl al)rcasl
of the line (If the Wth I-)ivisio]~.

On the 15th tl~c 90th again drove for-
ward, early in the morning, and advanced
to a ridge I ‘, mil(+ further on. Short]y
after noon the Wd passed througli Villldi-
i,res, ak)ul 2 rnil(:s down this ro;l(l, to ii

Ligllc ‘1’J,)k NI.,,, IM1 by Allwl-icaj]s Clmssij~g

‘~rcn~l) lX)I ii]g tllr St. hllhirl Opcr:]ci(xl

utilties, it was given up. Vandi-
t:res will he passed through un{l
the position just mentioned will
be seen later in the tour,

One of the outstanding deeds
of daring in the fighting near here
was that (If Lieutenant colonel
l~mory ,J. Pilie, 8?d L~i\7kj(Jn, on

the far sl(~pes of IIill 324. (loing
Iwyt)lld tlic (AI1 of his own duties
as division machine gun oflicer he
volunteered to assist in reorganiz-
ing advance(i units unrfer a terrific
Iwmlmrdment.. Although seri-
ously wounded while going to the
aid of an injured soldier in the
outpost line he continued in
command ul~d remaiued in the
position until it was prepared
fur defense, encouraging everyone



x)( II Divisioo DCC,KI)III, TICCol])i[)g {)LIC of l.il)c Nc;lr l’(lce)~-s(tr-’~icy,

Sdpt..nd)cl’15, 1918

with his cheerful spirit, courage and con-
fidence. This gallant soldier died from
his wounds. For his heroic actions in this
fighting he WJS posthumously awarded
the Congressional Medal of IIonor.

On S(ptenlh(r 18 Lllat part of tli(> 82{1
ljivisi(m on this si<le of the river WM re-

lieved hy the 901}1 Division and on the
20th the remainder of the division was
repla(w(l in the line l)y Irrench troops.

On Octolwr 9 the 92d Division took
over a sector just lwyond the Lfoselle
River and on Octoher 26 its fr{mt WilS

extended for i~short distan(.e on this side.
On Nt~veml,t’r 10 the division attacked
atl(l ca])ture(l tl)c Dois 1{’r611aut, the wood-
ed area s{?en to the left of Xon }Iill, held
it undL,r heavy homhardment and made
t}th(~rminor gains farther to the right.

in the region of the T’osges Mountains,
lying to the right rear from here, many
An]eri(zio divisions had their first service
in tl]e h;lttle lines, ‘rhe nature of that
country was such that large operations
\vere pructic:illy impossible, and the sec-
t,)rs there were ordinarily held hy tired
or newly formed divisions. (See Chapter
Vll for information of that region. )

l:N ROIITE No1tTII OF PON1’-~-MOUSSON

m) S()[IT1112,4ST OF TIIIAll(’()(ln’r

(55.0 m 88.5 km) Upon reaching the road
fork on the nest low crest, hear right.

(55.2 m 88.8 km) ~Jl)tl~cvt~lleyleacling
10 the left is seen Norroy, which was occu-
pied by troops of the 82cI Division during
t)iueveni]lgof Supteml){,r l;].

The next village, }7andi&es, was cap-

lure(l I)y the 82d Divisi{, il on Seplemher
15. Due to intense hostile artillery fire
the division withdrew from the village
early tile next dtiy. The 90th Division,
after relieving the 82d [Iti Sc,ptemlxir 18,
advancwl its froth li]ie Iwyond tile town.

(56.7 m 91.2 km) In Vilnditn’cs, turn
i. the left toward \’illt,rs-sous- I’r6ny.

The tour turns west at this point and
from now (Inruns generally arross the zone
of art,i[jn of tl~e Arn(,rir:l]l First Army.

Amcric.in Ollicc]-s xt a C;lp[ul-cd(;c(-lil:ln(hnreen,
Nol~s,;l-d,S[;}>teil]hcr13, 1915
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(57.1m91.91 ml) Ii(:yol]{ltown,lcading
up from the right of the road, are the
slopes of the lIill t~lJtured by the 82rf
Divisiun ~HI SeIJiei:I}N?r 15, tind from
which it ]al(,r with(lu, w I)ecause of intense
host.ilc arlillvry I){)llll);ir{llrlents.

(57.6 m!12.71mn) Atnextgroupoffarnl
Imildings seen to the left near the road,
the zone of action of the ‘30th Division
during the attuck is entf’rL’rl.

The high bald ridge with the irregular
crest seen (0 the l~,ft is IIill 324, which
was mentioned at the hist strip. Th(!
village of Norroy is located just the
othersideof it. Tllefrulltline(~f theiW(i
Division on l)otl) S(’])t{’ml)er l:) and 14
was just beyond the crest of that ridge!.

R(),id \\’ork

TIIc silk 1).Ic\I.Is lOIIIId i!) Thi.iiicollrc

(58.3 m 93.7 km) Some distance far-
(her on to the right is seen a high wooded
ridge, caIjtured on Septernl)er 15 by the
!)Oth Division. in the Ilois des Rappes.
the dense wu(Jded area on its summit,
w~nsid{~r:tl)lc iightiiig occurred.

(58.7 m 94.4 km) (;ontirrue through
the village of Villers-sous-Pr6 ny.

‘1’l~evalley which the road now follows
receivr(l a mmtinuous bombardment of
gas and high explosive shells after ils
mpture on September 15, from German
batteries on the hills seen to the rear
l~eyuncf the Moselle River. On account
of this shelling it received the name of
tt)c “L’alley of DeatlI” from the .American
soldiers who served near here.

(59.4 m 95.6 km) While approaching
the next village, Vilcey-sur-Trey, to the
right front is seen the edge of the wrJ(Jd,

~ortt des Vench&es, along which the
90th Division line rested on Septem]wr
13. ‘~liat line crossed this rowl at right
angles just this side rrf the tuwn.

(60.1 m 96.8 km) Continue through
the village of Vilcey-sur-Trey.

(61.0 m 98.1 km) In the large wood,
For@t des vcnch~res, next entered, the
9(k]} Divisiun encountered stubborn re-
sistance from the C,ermons wlio were
driveu out uf it on September 13.

In this wood was located a large Ger-
man rest camp for troups waiting to enter

(141)



142 AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

the front lines. Hundreds of huts had The village seen ahead is Vh%ille+n-
been constructed under the treea, where
they were concealed from the view of
hostile aviators, and many facilities for
the comfort of the soldiers were provided.

(61.1 m 98.3 km) On the far side of the
small valley which the road follows was
located the front line of the 90th Division
on the evening of September 12.

(62.1 m 99.9 km) After leaving wood,
just before reaching sharp bend in road,
the front line of the 6th Division on the
tirat day of the attack is crossed. It ran
almost at right angles to the road and at
this point faced in the direction opposite
to that which the tourist is traveling.

(62.4 m 100.4 km) Beyond bend, at
the 5rat crest, STOP without leaving car.

Haye, one o~ the objectives of the I Corps
in the St. Mihiel offensive. In an attack
launched from the edge of the wood, Bois
de St. Claude, seen to the left, the 5th
Ditiion captured that town about noon
on September 12. Its front line was then
established about a mile to the right of
this road and included the Bois G&ard,
located just over the ridge seen to the
right. The upper parts of several of the
highest trees of that wood can be seen
topping the ridge to the right front.

Due to this deep penetration by the 5th
Division, parts of two fresh German &l-
visions were put into the line on this front.
These launched a strong counterattack
on the afternoon of September 13 and
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although small hostile units sueceedd in
entering the Bois Gerard, the di~rision line
at midnight was not materially changed.

On the 14th the 5th Division once again
attacked and after severe fighting, during
which another German counterattack was
repulsed, advanced its line a mile in the
left part of its zone of action and approxi-
mately 800 yards in the right part.

During September 15 and 16 further
fighting occurred but the division line
remained practically unchanged except on
its extreme right where an advance of
approximately 800 yards was made.

Its mission having been efficiently ac-
complished the 5th Division was relieved
on September 17 by the 78th Division.

Continue.
(62.8 m 101.0 km) Straight through

the village of Vi6vi11e-en-Haye.
(63.1 m 101.5 km) Beyond village

cemetery, to the right front on the sky line
is seen the American monument on
Montsec hill, visited earlier in the tour.

163.9 m 102.8 km’] Near first pronounced
LEFT bend’ in road, the zone of action of
the 2d Di~ision is entered.

(64.1 m 103.1 km) In the wood, Bois
d’Heiche, seen 10 the right, taken by the
2d Division about 9:30 a. m. on Septem-
ber 12, a large number of prisoners and
great quantities of supplies were captured.

(64.2 m 103.3 kml Upon approaching the
next crossroad, to the left front can be
seen (1937) the remains of a German con-
crete machine-gun emplacement.

In a building, called Loge Mangin, near
the edge of the wood seen to the left front,
the 2d Division Headquarters was estab-
lished on September 12. When that
division was relieved from thk front the
building was used as the 78th Ditilon
Headquarters until October 5.

(64.4 m 103.5 km) Upon reaching the
next crossroad, turn to the right.

(64.5 m 103.8 km) Beyond crossroad,
to the left is seen the large wood, Bois du
Beau Vallon, taken by troops of the 2d



Its Capture by

and 89th Divisions on the morning of the
first day of the offensive of September 12.

(65.3 m 105.1 km) At the next road
crossing, turn to the right.

(65.4 m 105.3 km) Immediately be-
yond the next crossroad, STOP.

Face down the road, which direction is
approximately northwest.

From this point on a clear day may be
seen to the left and left front a wonderful
panorama of the Woevre Plain over which
the American troops advanced.

To the left in the distance is seen
Montsec, crowned by the American
monument, with the village of Montsec
at its base. The jump-off line of the
main attack on September 12 was ap-
proximately parallel to the observer’s line
of sight when facing Montsec and about
3 miles to the left of that line. Between
here and the hill of Montsec the line of
vision cuts directly across part of the
zone of action of the 2d Division and
through the zones of action of the 89th,
42d and 1st Divisions in that order.

To the left front Hattonch&el with its
picturesque chfiteau is plainly visible just
below the sky line, perched on one of the
prominent heights which rim the plain in

the 2d Division

that direction; and to the left of it,
strung along the forward slopes of the
confining heights, are the villages of
Vlgneulles, Heudicourt, Buxibres, Bux-
erulles and Woinville which were passed
through earlier in the tour.

The observer is near the middle of the
2d .Division zone of action. That divi-
sion reached this vicinity about 9:00 a. m.
on September 12 and by early after-
noon had captured Thiaucourt, the town
seen in the valley ahea”d, and had estab-
lished its line on the Army objective about
2 miles to the right front from here. Later
in the afternoon the division repulsed two
strong hostile counterattacks.

Thiaucourt was an important point in
the German supply system, and with its
capture there fell into American hands
11 field guns loaded on railroad cars,
numerous empty railway cars, and vast
quantities of food, lumber and military
supplies and equipment of all kinds.

The St. Mihiel American Cemetery,
identified by its white chapel and field of
white headstones, can be plainly seen
to the left of and beyond Thlaucourt.

The 89th Division drove forward on
September 12 through the wooded areas

(144)



AMERICAN OPERATIONS Ih’

in front of its jump-off line and about
noon captured Euvezin, identified by the
nearest building between here and Mont-
sec. Later in the day it captured the
ground upon which the American ceme-
tery now stands. It dug in that night
with its front line running near the right
edge of the present cemetery area.

The prominent church tower with the
slate colored roof, seen some distance to
the right of Euvezin, is in Pannes which
lay within the zone of action of the 42d
Division and was captured by it early in
the afternoon on September 12.

Slightly to the right of and beyond the
church tower in Pannes is seen the church
steeple of Nonsard. That village lay’
within the zone of action of the 1st Divi-
sion and was taken by it about noon on
the first day of the attack.

On September 13 the 89th Division
captured the Bois de Xammes which can
be seen on the sky line immediately above
and beyond the church steeple in Thiau-
court, and the 2d Division drove forward
in the direction of the observer’s right
front for approximately three fourtha of a
mile in the right of its zone of action.

During the 14th and 15th, the 2d Divi-
sion pushed strong reconnaissance pa-
trols to the front and on the 15th several
hostile counterattacks were broken up.
The division line was advanced slightly
along all of its front during these days.

street in Thiallcour[ .+f~er
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The 2d Division was relieved from the
line on September 16 by the 78th. The
89th Division remained on this front
until October 7 when it was relieved
by the 37th. Both divisions had bril-
liantlyperformed their battle assignments.

EN ROUTE SOUTHEASTOF THIAUCOURT
TO ST. MIHIEL AMERICANCEhfETERY

(65.9 m 106.0 km) While approaching
Thiaucourt, along the right side of the
road is seen a German military cemetery.

Thiaucourt is well known to troops of
the 7th, 28th, 37th, 78th and 89th
Divisions, which served in the line north
of it”at various times between September
16 and the Armistice. It was subjected
to heavy German shelling soon after. its
capture by the Americans.

(66.6 m 107.2 km) In town, cross
right-hand bridge over the Rupt de Mad.

(66.8 m 107.5 km) Near the church,
passed on the left, is the village monu-
ment upon which are named the Amer-
ican units that fought in this vicinity dur-
ing the St. Mihiel offensive.

(66.9 m 107.6 km) At the small monu-
ment farther on, bear to the left.

(67.1 m 108.0 km) At far edge of town
the zone of action of the 89th Division
during the attack is entered.

(67.5 m 108.5 km) Beyond town, at the
large cemetery at left of road, STOP. -- ,

{~ y
the German Bombardment u

,..’





Entrimw, St. Mihicl CemeCet-y

This is the St. hlil,lul Ameriurn Ceme-
tery. It is ille thirll largest of the eight
American military ~, ,rteries in Europe
and contains 4,152 ~, \es. Most of the
men buried I)ere ga their lives ill the
St. Mihiel ,,ilensiw ‘l%e majority of
the others did whi], , rving in sectors in
this region (w in t}, ,{ivisional training
areas which were 10(,:, ,Id to the southwest.

‘rhe architect urw of the cemetery is
classic in design ii,; ~I the entire develop-
ment has txwn ma(ie along formal lines.
A harmonious and beautiful effect has
thus been obl ained which can not fail to
impress the visitor 1rom America with
the fitness of ~llis ilS .I l’rII:il resting l)l:ice
for these gtillant So]<l r dead.

The formal entral, e, with its gem-lilie
pavilions and ornanl(l)tal black and gilded
grill fence, is of strikiilg beauty. l’hrough
it an excellent view \)f the cemetery can
be obtained from th~. main highway.

As the cemetery is entered, the pavilion
to the right contain: d]e superintendent’s
ofhce. Inquiries c(ll,(wrning the lovat.ion
of a partinrlar grav~ or requests for other
informatiol~ should I,c made there. The
pavilion to the 1,II corltains a well-
appointed recepti(~l. room and other
facilities for t lie c{)t) ,llil+rlce of visitors.

Although the lIOV~( bcils and roses rind
the large green lil)\ , s which carpet the
grave areas are nuw i[, their final beauty,
visitors during the ilext few years will
have to draw u])(N] LIleir irnaginiitiorrs to
visualize the great~,r beauty that will

corn{: wllcn the tret,s and shrul)l)ery htive

re;whed th[?ir full growth. In time the
cemetery will be sheltered on all sides by
m:isses of vegetation outside the stone
walls, and the main paths will pass
through leafy canopies formed by over-
hanging hoirghs of the trees along them.

‘1’he white marble headstones, which
are the same irl all the Americtin military
cemeteries in l’lurolx?, are of :i cross design
for those of the Christian faith and ii
six-pointed star design for those of the
Jewish faith. The changing beauty of
these fields c}f crosses when seen at various
times throughout the day and in diflerent
ligllls is unusually imlwessive.

At tl]e center of the cemetery is a
large sundial of attractive design sur-
rounde(i Ijy beautiful beds of flowers.
Carved ii~ountf the top of its base appears
the prophetic inscription “’t’IME WII.1,NOT
DIM THE GLORY OF THEIH DEEDS. ”

From this point the beautiful perspec-
tives idOIlg the cross axes of the cemetery
u:itch the eye. Iktween the trees and
flower b(?ds along one axis is seen a small
m{mumeflt (h,l)i(”lil~g n tyl)i(wl Americ:ln
soldier i]~ his w;mtime ~inifurm, standing
in front of a stone cross. Behind this and
framing it is ;i st(,ne Ilemitycle intended
ultimately to be sel oil’ I]y it high s([uarw
trimrrwd tree hedge. At the end of the
other axis there is seen an ornamental urn
i)n a semicircular platform from which a
fine view (If Thiiiuc(,urt :ind the ter-
rain in that direction muy be obtained.
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From the center of the cemetery there
is ii splendid view of the chapel, a build-
ing of great simplicity and dignity, which
has heen built (If fine white stone.

‘1’he two flags flying in front of the
c}~apel bring a feeling of patriotism to
America nvisit.nr sandasenseof gratifica-
tion that the lmlve me~. who rest hme will
always sleep beneath their country’s flag.

Carved inscriptions in French and
English on the front of the chapel state
that it has been dedicated “To TIiOSE

WHO DIE]) FOR ‘1’II131R CO(JNTRY”, iind thk

thought luis lx,~m rep(wtwl in the main
inscription inside the pcristyle which
reads: “THIS CIIAPE1, HAS BEEN ERECTED

BY THE IINITE1) STATES OF AMERICA IN

GRATIWIJL REM l;MIIRAN[’E OF HER SONS

WHO DIED IN TIllL: WORLD WA1{. ”

These words, ,,ai-vecf in scone, emphasize
the fact that. t lie cha]wl stands not to
commemorate I.lle glory of battles won
mm the triunlpli of victory achieved, hut
as a direct tribu 1(: of Am[~rica to those who
made the supre)ne s:wriiice fur it.

The large ], ,s<,-granite urn with its
carved drapery zlt the c[nter of the peri-
style recalls to mind an ancient funereal
vase. One Of i he cierwrative features on
it is a winged IIl}rse, which is intended to
symho]ize the flight of t he im]mortal soul
to its resting pl:,ce in the life beyond.

The l]ronze (I,mr to tile left, decorated
with stars an(l two miniature hrwnze
soldier heads, leads to the impressive
interior of the chapel. As the visitor
enters, his attention is first attriicted to
the carved, ivury-tinteri altar, with its
bwutiful cross and the rich mosaic above
it, portraying an ang(’1 sheathing his
sword. The mosaics on tile end willls
have as their main features large shi(?lds
displaying tile Il;ltiorliil colors of the
United States an{i uf 1+’rimce.

The coflered c(’iling is decorated in gold
and Mue, while (he flo{)r and lower wall-
paneling tire of inlaid ll)ill’~)le with kight
and dark green markings. Disposed
shout the chapel in appropriate places are

graceful canrlelalwa and bronze-decorated
seats and l{ll~:cli)l~-llen(,ll(,s.

th tlw othor side tif Lhc l){,r’istyi( is a
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room upon the end walls of which are re-
corded, in c:lrved and gild(’d letters on
black marl)le panels, the numes of all
Americ:in soldiers who are carried on the
rolls as missing in the operations in this
vi<inily. ‘1’hc wall op]msite thc door”
disl~lays at) illlili(l IIlm’l)k mu]), to :1

scale of 1/10,000, upon which the ground
gained by tile American divisions is
shown in various culored marlJles.

Behind the chapel, corresponding in
positi(m to the flagpI)les in front, are two
wc(’~)ing willows an(l filling tile four
corners of the chapel terrace are large
masses of trimmed evergreen trees.

From the rear of the peristyle, tile
Arn(,ri(an n)onun)(,nt (In f141)nlsccis plziinly
visil)l(, in Lt)c distance on it clew duy.
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EN ltOIJTl: ST. MI II II+I, AM E1{ICAN (:EhlE-

TERY TO ww+r OIJ wOtiL

From this cemetery the tour follows
the main road to tT@un. For most of
the distance to Ilaudiomont., 20 miles
away, the front line held by the Ameri-
can troops at the end of the war luy gen-
erally from 1 to 3 miles to the right of
and approximately parallel to this road.

(67.8 m 1~9.1 km) Beyond first crest, to
the right, the nearest village is X/imn~es,
which was close to the tin:il objective of
the First Army in the St. Mihiel nffensive.
It WW+ occupied by the 89th Division
e}irly on the morning of September 13.

on September 16 the front line of the
First Army was established about a mile
beyond Xammes. It was located there
when the American Second Army took
over this front on October 12.

(68.2 m 109.7 km) To the left front,
in the distance, Mrmtsec is clearly visible.

(68.5 m 110.2 km) Continue through
B6ney, which was captured before dawn
on September 13 by the 89th Division.

(69.0 m 110.9 km) At far edge of the

TIIII ST. h’l IHIIi L Ril G1ON

village the zone of >iction of the 42cI Divi-
sion during the attaclc is entered.

(69.1 m 111.2 lirn) Beyond town, to the
left is seen the wood, Bois de Thiaucourt,
netir the left end of which, approximiitely
psirsillel to this road, was located the front
line held by troops of the 42d Division on
the evening of September 12.

(69.6 m 111.9 lirn) TO the left front is
seen the Bois de IMney, at the near edge
of which during most of the war the Ger-
muns maintained nnd flew an observation
balloon. In that wood was ctiptured a
large Germ:in supply depot.

(70.9 m 114.0 km) While approaching
the next village, St. Benoit, in its right
edge is seen a ch~teau where a brigade
headquarters of the 42d Division was
located after the capture of the town on
September 13. Sever:il times after that
date it was heavily shelled.

(71.4 m 114.9 km) Continue through
the village of St. Denoit.

As part of a general forward movement
of the 42d Division early on September
13, one of its battalions drove out small
hostile units in the woods near this road,

A Bartalion Headquartersof the 89th Division Near B&mey,
.%pwmber 16, 1918
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Captur’(’d IlilSS2V,lllt l$tirm, the lleXt

group of build ing;,, organized a position
beyond the furnl, and sent potrwls still
farther along dmi ) the road.

The 40d IJivi~],n was relieve(i by the
89th [~ivisif)n (Illring oct(llwr 1.

(7:J.Onl [17.51 ,t]) Al Ilassavunt I;arm,
to the left isse(,]l I[attonc})iltel which was
visitt’(1 c:~rli(,r ill (lie tour. Ill the ar(,a
tO l}IC>l~[t of [1111[})1:1({>III(I !SL ])i~isi{)ll
was asseml)lcd (JJ1Scptf,nlber 14, huving
b(?en pinched out t~ftlw front line’ due to
the meeting of {I)e two f(~r(.t,sadvanuirig
from tl}(, sid(,s ()[ tile siili(’n(. 1(s nl(JvC’-
nler]t to tll(~ hl(ILIs(,-AIgt)IIII(: r{,gi[]]] W:IS
started from there on September 20.

(’76.1 m 122.4 km) (’onlinue through
next village, Wotil, w}li(ll w:Ls(wculJie(l I)y
a 1+’rencli divisi(!i) OILScptemlx, r 14.

(77.0111 123.9 Lm) IIeyon(llo}vll,iitfar
side of cresl Wh(re the IICR1village, l)on -
court, comes in full view, STOP.

l%ce 10 the right, which direction is
approximately northeast.

A[t~,r S{,l)l(.ml){,r I(i tl]is ]mrt of t.lle
frwnl ])cc:I1l)(’ s(ul)iliz{,ti arid t.]w il(4.i\riLi(+

here from then on were mainly those of

14, 1918

patrolling, with an occasional raid into
the German lines to find out information
concern ing the dispositions of their troops
and tlwir future plans of action.

on September 26, when the Meuse-
Argonne operation began, the troops here
were ordered to make demonstrations
with the idea of confusing the enemy us
to the exact point of the American attack.
(~onsc(lu~,ntly, ;Lrtill(,ry Iwmbardments
lasting m long as nine huurs were laid
down and strong patrols were sent to
attack the enemy lines. These mimeu-
vers scrw?d to hold the Gerrniln reserves
behind this front nlu(’h long~’r tlwn
would otherwise have been the case.

On October 12 the American Second
Army to(,k command of this port of the
front,. Its sector extended from Port-
sur-Seille, on the other side of the Muselle
I{iver, to l~rest]cs-eI]-WOCvrt?, alwut 5
miles to the left from here. T!le front
line at that time was practically in the
same place as it was at the termination
or the mnin St, M ihiel attack.

[;(,n]pilriltivc!y Iit.llc aclivity occurred
on this front during the month of October.



Early in November the Allied attacks,
covering almost the entire front from the
Meuse River to the North Sea, produced
great disorganization in the German
forces. The Second Army was therefore
ordered to keep close watch of t}le enemy
for any indications of a withdrawrrl.

At that time the Second Army front
was held, in order from right to left, by
t.l)e VI C(~rlJs with thti 92(I Division in
line, the IV Corps with 7th and 28t,ll
in line, and the French XVII Curps with
the American 33d Division in line.

The 33d Division held this part of the
front, and its sector inrluded the towns of
Wotil, seen to the right; the fur edge of
Doncourt; and Wadonvi]le, seen to the
left of and beyond Doncourt.

The nearest part of the sector held by
the 28th Division was at the woods seen
in the distance to the right.

On November 9, while the Armistice
negotiations were in progress, urgent
orders were issued by Marshal Foch, the
Allied C(,mnl:in(i{~r-iri-Cl~ief, dir[?cting
t}lat the em?my IJe pusbed all along the
IV(,st.t,rll 1{’rent :Illd t.ll:lt lle Im give]l n{,
time to rest or reorganize I)is I.roo})s.

In carrying out these instructions all
divisions on this front, following some
local operations on November 9, launched
attacks on November 10 and 11 in the
general direction tile observer is f::cing.
This American ofiensive is generally r(?-
fcrr~>dto as the WoOvre l’lain op(,ration.”

These atta(,ks resulted in substill}tial
gains and by the time of the Armistice the

front line had been advanced to include
the large wood, seen to the right front;
the first wood, Bois de Warville, seen to
the left front; and St,. lfilaire, the village
whose church steeple may be seen at cer-
tain seasons of the year beyond Doncourt.

Jonvil]e, whose church is seen to t}~e
front, was never c:iptured although the
ground between here and that village was
tlm scrnc of nomerous w?vere combats.

EN ROIJTE W’W’-3TOF W(-) itI, T() EAST

OF HA[JD1OMONT

(77.5 m 124.7 km) Straight through
the village of DoncourL
“ The 79th Division held a sector in this
vicinity during most of the month of Octo-
ber. It was relieved by the 33d Division
which assumed command on October 20.

(79.1 m 127.3 km) The next village, St.
Hilaire, was occupied on September 13 by
a French division and was taken over
from it by the 26th Division on the same
day. It was ubundoned on September 15,
after an enemy ~ittilCk had been rc+pulstxl,
because by its retention a sharp salient
WM cr(!att!d in th(! Americtin line.

‘l’lit! town was rai[lrxl l)y American
troops a number of times before its cap-
ture on Novemt)er 10 by the 33d Division.
Tl]e front line at the time of the Armistice
was near the far edge of the village.

(80.3 m 129.2 km) ‘1’lre next Villilge,
March6villc, }lad been ela))orately or-

ganized for defense by the Germans I)efore
Srptemlwr 1918. After tl)e salient was

eliminated the village was strongly held
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by Germun tr(,ol)s otl(i was the scene of

much vicious figilting until Novemlmr 11.
On Septemi~er 26, as part of the demon-

stration on this t’ro]lt at the time of the
opening of the hfeuse-Argonne offensive,
a i>attalion of tile 2~ith Division made an
attack against Lllett,wn and entered it. at
9:00 a. m. after stubborn fighting; a
counterattack IJY a German unit was
beaten off ~l)oilt n{,on, an{i the town
changed hands four times before the
troops of the 26th Division were ordered
to withdraw that evening.

on November 10 the village was at-
tacked in force hy the 33d Division which
inflicted heavy losses in overcoming the
stubi~orn resistant,e of the enemy. Sharp
hostile counterattacks from the front and
flanks an{i h{’avy artillery fire caused a
witl]liraw’al to tilu lligimr ground seen to
the l[,ft uf ~he village. On Novemim 11
another attack was launched and fighting
was guirrg on in the streets when notifica-
tion of the Armistice was received.

(80.9 m 130.2 km) Beyond town, at
the I’oii(i Iork, l)(~;lr 10 [he rigkt.

(82.8 m 1:12,1 km) Wililc approachirrg
the next town, lJresnes-cn- W’otivre, on
the right are seen (1937) several concrete
machint:-gu]l en]i)lacernents which were
part, of one of ti]e nlaill G(’rman defensive
lines which ran near IIere.

(82.8 m 133.2 km) Straight through
Frcsnes-en-WoLvre, captured on Septem-
ber 14 by the 4th Division. ‘l’he front
line remained near this town until the
morning of Novcn)l)er 11 when ti~e 33d
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1)ivision advanced it 1~ mile to tlw rigilt
of the road wbicll the tourist is follow illg.

(83.2 m 133.9 km) Beyond town, about
500 yards, was located the boundary
tjetween the American First and Second
Armies at the close of hostilities.

(84.5 m 136.0 km) At next road junction
is seen a monument erected by the 4th
Division after the Armistice.

(84.7 m 136.3 km) Continue through
next village, Manheulles, captured i)y
the 4th Division on September 14.

During Oc@ber and the early part of
November it was just within t}le Ameri-
can lines. Its exposed location made it
subject to frequent and intense bombard-
ments from hostile artillery.

(85.5 m 137.5 km) Beyond town, just
beyond second bend in road, before
reaching the raiiroud, STO1’.

Face down the road, which direction is
approximately west.

On November 7 the 81st Division
relieved the 35th on a line which ran
along the edge of the heights seen ahead.
It Wiis at LII:lt time ti)e right fliink division

iwionging to ti)e Anwrical~ 1,’irst Army.
On November 9 the division attacked

as part of the general forward move-
ment on this front. It advanced to the
riglit of (Ilis roa(i weil into the woo(ij
Bois de Manheulles, seen in that direc-
tion. Only two isolated groups, however,
remained in the wood during the night.
The smailer of these withdrew about
10:00 a. m. the next day to the road on
which the observer is standing. ‘l’he
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other group, a company, w:is attacked
hy the Germans cwrly on the morning of

the I Oth and ubout half of its men were
captured. The remnants, hnwever, about
40 111(,11, l)r:lv(,ly fought their Wayl)ackto
Llle Americiln position at Ilaudit)mout,
which is the village seen ahead.

NfJ:lttacl:\v:isln:~{le herwon November
10 but on tbe lltb tile 81st Division met
resistance in its efforts to advance in the
130is de Ivlanlleu]les. Its front line was
in t}~e wnod at the time of the Armistice.

About 4 miles to the right front from
here the lrft of th[, 81st I>ivision made
sucrwssivt? advat]ccs during Novemlmr !),
10 and 11, for a tutal gain uf abcut 3 miles.

+

As this is the last stt]p an tlw tour, a
brief summary of the events connected
wit h tIIe r(’fillcti~)n of the St. ILIilr’iel
salient will serve to fix t!leln rnorw
d{’finitely in tile mind of the reader.

Sbur(ly after the American l’Cxpedi-
tionury l’orces reached France in 1917
General Pershing decided that the Amer-
ican Army should be built up and enter
the battle line in this regiun, and that the
rx?duction of the St. Mihiel salient should
be its lirst mtij(lr operation of the war.

In the spring of 1918 the formation of

tl]e A rnerican Arm y was postponed t)e-
causo of f,lle great (Irmand for divisions
to meet critical situations created on
other parts of the front by the successful
German oflf,nsivcs at that Lime.

Ilarly in August of th:ll year tlw situa-
tion became SUCIIthat ~eneral Persl)ing
felt free to insist that the creation of an
American army be nu lnnger delayed. As
a result t}le 1{’irst Army was formed and
took over on August 30 all of the front
line around the St. Mihiel salient.

The original plans for the attack pro-
vided for exploiting toward Metz and the
13rivy iron rwgion if the situation lwcame
f;ivor:!l)lc. These plans, IIowever, were

(;,lpt(li-ed I]urros Carrying \\’atcr Nc,ir

tl.l,)diom,~nr,NcJ~cnjbcr1918
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changed in urder tf} lit in with those for’
an otlensiw? in the h! euse-Argrmne region
and it was finally {k:cided that the St.
Mihiel operation shoul(l be limited merely
to the reduction of tile s:ilient.

After almost supe]l~uman ef~orts on the
part of all concernr(l the First Army was
in place 011this front ready to ottack early
on the morning of ::cptemhm 12.
‘ ‘l’he main attacli was c:irried through

with (Irish :Ind ])r(,l ision illl(l (’n(k’d on

the evening of Sep(L,nlher 13, all major
objectives having hc{ll gained.

The effect upon n) urale of this striking
victory of the Amerl can Army in its ini-
tial major ofl’ensiv~, is almost b{?yond
evaluation. The Gmmans were greatly

(l[,])r(;ss(vi, as t hc superl) lighting (lualiti~w

of the American soldit?r had again been
demtmstrat.eti and t.h{:American high com-
m:]nders and their staffs had successfully
proved their iihility to conduct large
operations, sn ability previously doubted
hy the Germans. The Allies were greatly
encouraged and all Americans were elated
at the victory, which W:ISfar more rapid
and clear-cut than even the most opti-
mistic had a right to expect.

li~forc leaving lhis slop lhc spccdonlekr
rc((tling ,shol(ld k mdcd.

EN ROUTE EAST 01,’ IIAIII)I()!,I(JNT
TO VUI{l)UN

(86.5 m 1;39.1 km) Straight through
the village of Huudiomont.

(87.0 m 139.9 km) Beyond town, while
ascending kill, to the rear may be seen a
tk view of the Wodvre Plain.

(90.7 m 145.9 lin~) 5.2 miles (8.4 kilo-
meters) from the last stop; at top of hill
where Fort du Rozellier is to the right of
the road; to the right front on a clear day
may l)e seen the shaft of the hfeuse-
Ar~(nlnu A]nericun hlemoriill iit Mo[]t-
faucon, iil)proxinliitdy 18 miles away.

(96.1 m 154.6 lim) Continue to the Vic-
tory monument in the center of Verdun.

Verdun is the starting point for the tour
of lhc A mericun ktllejichis i?r the flfww-
Arymme region described in Chuptcr IV.

(A-man Cornn]md Il,st at Manheullcs Captured by the 4rh Division on Scptcmbc-r 14, 1918



IN wlditinn to the J)lii(>f% whnse World
Wiir history has been descrilmd in the

itinerary, there are a number of other
plit(:es in the St. Mihiel regi{m where
intcresting war events (mwrred, where
there now exist features of special interest,
or which are of suficient importance in
pre-World War history to warrant special
mention. For reference purposes and for
the benefit of the tourist who travels in
the area not on the described route, these
places and parts of their history have
been recorded on the following pages.

The sketch which appears on this page
shows the general location of the places

ment ioned. At those indicated by a star
on the sketch and in the text there is some
interesting object such as a memorial,
anrient ruins or outstanding World War
feilture in a good stute of preservation.

Abaucourt. Captured on November 10

by the 81st Division after severe fighting.

Ancemont. Location of V Corps IIead-
quarters, September 10-16.

Ansi]uvillc. Location of 42d Div.
Headquarters, September 9--14.

Apremont. This village, just within
the German front lines, was completely
demolished by French and American
artillery fire. In town, near the church,

Described Route and Additional Places of Interest in St. Mihiel Region

‘--l

<

+.<,,,
(I

Commercy
~ Route, described in texI

=- Front Line = National Highway * Place of special interest not on described route

(156)



AIlied PIisoners Returning co American Lines JCAIxiucourr,
Noveinber

is a memorial fountain to the American

soldiers who fell at Apremont, d{jnat.ed
by the city of Holyoke, Massachusetts.

Beaumont. [st Div. Hdqrs.,Sept. 11-13.
13elrupL 81st Div. Hdqrs., Nov. 9-11.
13illy-sous-lcs-C6 tes. While alone on

a voluntary air patrol near this place on
September 25, First l,ieutenant Edward
V. Ricli{?nbacl, er, Air Service, encoun-
tered a hostile formation of seven planes.
Disregarding the odds against him he
dived on them and shot. one down out of
con~rol. IIc i l~(~i]attacked a s(,co]id wliich
was likewise shot (iown. For this con-
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity above
and beyond the call of duty, Lieutenant
Rick[?nlmcker was later awarded the (;on-
gressiorml Mt?dal of lIonor.

]Iois de Bonvaux. ‘l’his wood was
rmwhed l)y patrols of the 5th l)ivision
on September 12. It was the scene of
hard fighting l)n September 14 when the
Germans were driven from it.

* liois Ilruli. ,Scenc of l~it.ter [ighl.ing
between the French and Germans in 1915.
The 26th Division engaged in severe local
combats in the vicinity during April 1918.
Man y interesting trenches and Germ;tn
dugouts are being preserved there (1937).

Bois de Dampvitoux. Near this wood

13, 1916

the Germans had an important aviation

field and a group of barracks. The wood
was occupied during September 13 by the
troops of the 42d and 89th Divisions.

Bois de Dommartin. Located about
600 yards in front of the American lines
after the St. Mihiel operation, this little
wood was the scene of many small hut
bitt(?r fights in which at difrerent times
the Wth, 37t}~ and 28th Divisions, in that
order, participated. It was occupied by
the 28th Division on November 10 and
lIeld until after l,he Armistice.

Bois de Grande Fontaine. Scene of
severe local fighting by the 5th, 78th and
7th Divisions at various times from Sep-
tember 14 on. During November 1 the
southern part of this wood was captured
and held I)y troops of the 7th Division.

Bois d’Hiwville. ‘l’he 33d Division at-
taclied and gained a foothold in this wood
on November 10 in spite of heavy ma-
chine-gun and artillery fire. The wood
was Ul)alldoll(!d tllilt night, however, lw-
cause of hostile gas-shell lmmbardments.

Ilois Montjoie, about >: mile southeast
of Lironville, was the location of the 2d
Div. Headquarters, September 10–12.

Bois de Pannes. The 42d Di~. Hdqrs.
was located here from Sept. 25 to oct. 1.
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Bois du RupL A VOLI nteratta~li of the
German 31st Division, launched from
this ~oorf during tile afternoon of Sep-
tember 12, was repulsed by the 2d Divi-
sion, which inflicted heavy losses. ‘she
wood was occupied hy the 2d Division on
Septenll)er 14 and remained in American
hands until after the Armistice.

Bois (fu Trou de la Haie. Considerable
hard fighting occurred in this wooded
area both before and after November 1,
on which d:ite the 7th Division established
its front line well into it,.

Ibis rfe lit Voivrottc. ‘l’he 92d Divi-
sion capturwd this wood early on Novem-
ljer 11 and from it humched two attacks
ag~iinst 130uxi&es-sous-Froidmont.

llour’q. location of 26th Div. hdqrs.,
Mar. 3 l--June 20, and IV Corps Hdqrs.
for the period Ott. 10 to Nov. 3.

IIouilluuville. Sergeant Harry J.
Adams, 89th Division, won the Distin-
guished Service Cross in this town for an
act of great coolness and daring on Sep-
tember 12. Discovering a group of Ger-
mans in a huihling he proml]tly (ired his
remaining pistol bullets through the door
iind demanded the i]lstant surrender of

‘rlr]i s!r. htrl{I ILL RIL[; ION

the occupants. Some 300 Germans

emergml and Sergwant Adams, although

alone and armed only with an empty
pistol, made prisoners of them all.

Butgn6ville. A 33d Division attack on
November 11 made against this village
was repulsed with severe losses.

Chambley. Site of au important Ger-
man ammunition depot.

Chiiteau d ‘Aulnois. Captured by the
33d Division on November 11. It had
been the objective of active p:itrolling by
various American units before then.

(’hmrvoncunrt. This town, situated
across the Meuse ltiver from St. Mihiel,
and the fiat-topped hill near it, were cap-
tured by the Germans in 1914 and held
as a bridgehead until the Amrwican attaclc
of September 12 forced their evacutition.

(;onflans-en-Jarnisy. Headquarters of
the German Army Detiichment “C”
which was holding the St. Mihiel salient.
The town was an important communica-
tion center and the objective of many of
the American aviation bombing raids.

* IJieulouarcl. In the nori.hern out-
skirts of this town, illOIlg the main road,
are (1937) the remains of a large concrete
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emplacemwl~ foI u) Allied r:~ilroa(l xu]).
Domm:wlin-la-{ ‘huussc%. Site of a

large German sul)ply depot. l’lle town
wus in tllc rnuin line of resistance of Llw
Hindenblirg I.iue. Attempts of the 2SLI]
Division ( o captore it on November 10
were (icfeated wi( 1) considerable losses.

I)ornrnarlin-la- hlontagne. I<’ire from
this villtlge halted the advanre of the left
units of the 26th Division on September
12. It was captuwd the next morning.

Essey-ct-Rlaizt:l.iIis. Location of the
42d Div. IIead(luartersj Sel}t. 14-25.

Envtxzin. Capt,]red by the 89th Divi-
sion. Bef(we the St. I!fihiel ofl’ensive a
German artillery (amp waslocated in the
ravine south of tll~. town. me cump WiIS

the 89th Jjiv. 11.iqrs., Sept. l’i Oct. ‘7;
37th Div. Hd([rs., Ott. 7-16; 2Sth Div.
Ildqrs., Ott. 16-2<~; and 7th Div. Hdqrs.,
(M,. 30 to after tile .4rmistice.

*Fort du f’aruu des Remains. This
fort near St. Llll, iel was built by the
French at,orrt 187:) ur)on the site of an o]{]
Roman camp. 1( was cilptured in 1914
by the Germans :lnd retained by tllern
until the attack of the American First
Army forced its ev:lcuation. ‘Nw fort is
not used now and is in ruins.

Gruvelotte. This village was the sc(?n(’
of au import;int German victory in 1870
during the Franco .Prussinn War.

Grilllollct)tlrt- cl\-Wobvre. Captured by
the Slst Division on November 10 but
not hel(l tl~ut night. The n[!xt day the
division pushtd forwurd throug]l tile
town and about 1 mile beyond it.

Hanido Wwd and Soulerrvre Farm.
These places were occupied on the after-
noon of September 12 by the German
Suxon 123d Division which had entered
the battle to check the .4merican advance.
A counterattack by that division from the
wood the next day was repulsed by the
5th Division after severe fighting.

Hiludai]lvillc. I,ocatinn of 4th I)iv.
IIeadquarters, September 9-19.

IJau Illollt-16s-I.ilclluuss6e. This village
was lightly held by the Germans fol-
lowing the St. Mihiel ilt,tticli. T]ie 42d,
89th tinrf 37th Divisions raidtxi it several
times and the 28th Division occupied it on

( 11.1[,.111 d’;\(IIII(]I>, N(JVCIIII>,I 191S

two dill,,n,nt (Jccilsions; from ()(t,,l,cr 24
to 29, imd }lg:{in from November !1 t.o 11.

Hill 3Z~~, soLlth of Rem)mrcourt-sur-
IV1ad . ‘[’his hill W:lS stro]]g]y h(:l(l I)y the
(lermut]s t’ollo\villg the St. Mihiel oll’Ml-
sive. It was the scene of numerous se\,ere
cornb:~ts by tl]e 5th, 78th and 7tl) l)ivi-
sions prior to its capture by the latter on
Noven)her lo. Several determined (}er-
man attempts to rettike it were repulsed.

Jnulny. This town was car,tured I,y
tlie 2cl Division shout 1 :00 p. m. on Se~)-
tembtjr 12. A German ammunition train
and a. completely equipped hospital train
were (.uptur~LdLll(,re. Because the villugc
lay beyond the objective of the Arneri(an
Army it was ahundoned luter in the day.
The (iermtins reoccupied it but on the
next day the M I)ivision ag:lin dr(jvc
tllc,]n fr{)m the (ow]l ai)d tl)c. Anl{,ri{an
lines were then established twyond it.
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Jonville. On Septemlwr 14 a group of
American tanks, operating considerably
ahead of the infantry lines, engaged in
a severe fight near this town.

* Jouy-aux-Arches. At this place there
are still standing several arches of a large
aqueduct buil~ by the Remans to bring
water across tile Moselle River t(J Metz.

I.e Grand (-’ognon. This wooded area
was captured by the lllst Division on
November 10 iifter a hard tight.

Les Ip;wgcs. Scene of I]ith’r flglltinjg
between the French and Germans in 1914
and 1915. l’he remains of large mine
craters are still (1937) t.o be seen there.

I.igny-en-Barrois. Location of First
Army Hdqrs., Aug. 28-Sept. 21. Ad-
vance (;. 11. Q., A. l~;. F., Oct. 25- Dec. 3.

Luccy. w?(I Div. lldilrs., June27 Aug.
10; 89th Div. Ildqrs., Aug. 10- Sept. 10.

Mi!ll]{,y. Ixwation of !)Oth Div. TIdqrs.,
for the period Septemlwr 11 19.

Marlmchc. 2d Div. Hdqrs., Aug.
9--19; 82d Div. Hdqrs., Aug. 18-Sept. 20;
and 92cl Div. Ildqrs., Oct. 9-Nov. 10.

hlarimbois Farm. This farm was in
German hinds at the close of the St.
Mihiel offensive. From September 16
on patrols of the 42d and, later, of the
89th :md 28th Divisions fre(luently
clashed with the enemy there. It was
occupied by the 28th Division on Novem-
lx?r 9 and held until the Armistice.

M6nil-la-Tour. 1st Div. Headquarters,
from January 18–April 3, and IV Corps
IIrwdquarters, September 1()- October 10.

* Met.z. This city, which is strattqgi-
cally located on the Moselle River, has

been a fortress of importance since the
time of the ltornans, who called it Divo-
durum. The city was plundered by
Attila the Hun in the 5th Century. It
was ceded by France to Germany after
the War of 1870 and became one of the
principal fortified places in the German
line of frontier defenses. It was returned
to France after the World War by the
provisions of the Treaty of Versailles.

Mon Plaisir Farm. A strongly organ-
ized place in the IIindenlwrg I.ine
which was attacked at diflerent times
after the St. Mihiel offensive by the 78th
and 7th Divisions. The 28th and 89th
Divisions sent patrols to it. The farm
was still in the hands of the Germans
when the Armistice became effective.

Moranviltc aIId t]wliois de Moranvilk.
These places in the outpost zone of the
IIindenburg Line were captured by the
81st Division on November 9 in spite of
determined hostile resistance.

* Nancy. The Kaiser is said to have
come to view the German attacks north
of Ntincy at the l)eginning of the World
War, expecting to make a triumphal
entry into the city. Although it was
shelled ail attempts to capture the t(JWn

were repulsed. Nancy contains many
beautiful buildings and other works of
art. It is well worth a visit.

Noviant-riux-l% rls. In a dugout along
the railroad north of this town was
located the 89th Div. Headquarters,
for the period September 10 to 12.

I’r6ny. ‘l’his town, I)irt.uresquely situ-
ated on a long ridge in the Hindenburg





Line, was tlw ol~jet.{.ive of frequent raids
hy the 90th and 7th Divisions. Many
hand-to-hand fights took ploce near it.

The interesting roi]ls of an al]cient forti-
fied chftteau are tn Ije seen there.

Pnxicux. An imrwrtant German avia-
tion field and a liirg’e munitions depot
were located near this town.

Itenlhercourt-sur- hlad. This village,
situated in the valley of the Rupt de Mad,
and the woodeci heights south of it were
hastily occupied on September 12 by the
Germtin 31st Division which htid entered
the battle line to check the Americun
wfvance, TIN?German division l~lunched
a counterattack tl)at, afternoon which
was repulsed hy the ‘2tf Division.

Rezonvillc. S(.(>l)(lI)f a (l(,5pC!r~lt(?l)ilttl(!

in the lrr:lnc{}-Prllssi;lrl Wm’ of 1870.
This battle and tl]at of Gravelotte pre-
vented Marshal B:lztiine from retreating
toward Paris and fureed his army into
Metxz, where it later surrendered.

Riaville. Captured hy the 33d Divi-
siun on the morning of November 11.

ltllljt-i:il-}V(~Ovr(:. Locuti[m of 2(X1]
Division lIead(luartcrs, Sept. 6-16.

St. Jacques Farm, shout 1 mile south-
west of Mamey. 5Lh Division H eadquar-
ters during the period, Sept. 10-17.

* St. Mihiel. This town, at the tip of

the St. Mihiel salient., gave the salient
its nume. l’he tt~wn was captured on
September 24, 1914, by the Germans
Several thousand French civilians lived
in it during the entire war and for that
reason, though new the front line, it was
never heavily hombiirded by the Allies.

St. Mihiel was not attacked during the
uffensive of Septeml]cr 12 but was hastily
ubandorlcxl by the enemy troops when the
American divisions broke through the
battle line on both sides of it. The tuwn
was occupied on September 13 by a
French division att:iched to the American
First Army. Soon after its occupation
the President of the French Republic
sent a message to the United States Gov-
ernment in which he expressed the deep
gratitude of tile French nation because
of the restoration to France of that place.

Among the points of interest in or
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&.ll-Lhi[l<g I)riSLS11L13 11[ f] C:tLi~ll.l~tCIS,

St]] Divisiw, St. JacqIIcs Farm,
Seprcl])bur 12, JY18

near the town are the churches of St.
Nti(,n]]e :Lild ,St. M illi(~l, :1O(I at t,lw
northern edge of the town IJn the roiicf

to Verdun are located seven greut rocks
near which have been found many in-
teresting relics of prehistoric man.

The 370th Infantry, 93d Division,
while attached to t}le 1~’rench34th Divi-
sion had front-line service to the south of
this town during the month of June 1918.

S1. Nlilliel-Al)rel~lollt Rotid. Alongside

of+”Duty
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this road are to be seen many intereating face of the St. Mihiel salient. Location

examples of wartime military construc- of 35th Div. Hdqrs., Oct. 15-Nov. 7, and.
tion. The large concrete ahelter extend- 81st Div. Hdqrs., NOV. 7-9.

ing into the roadway is well worth a visit. TouL This city was the American
It was built by the Germans as a first-aid Second Army Headquarters during the
station. In the wood near by are many entire time that Army served at the front.
other German field works constructed IV Corps Hdqrs., Aug. 13 to Sept. 10.

during the four years of trench warfare. TroYon-sur-Meuse. Location of 26th
Saizerais. Location of 1st Div. Hdqrs.,

Aug. 7-24; I Corps Hdqrs., Aug. 21-Sept.
18; and VI Corps Hdqrs., from Sept. 15
until after the Armistice.

Sommedieue. 2d Div. Hdqrs., dur-
ing most of the period, Mar. 16-May 9,
while the division was training in the
front line with the French on the western

Div. Hdqrs., Sept. 16-Ott. 8; 79th Div.
Hdqrs., Oct. 8-26; and 33d Div. Hdqrs.,
Oct. 26 to the Armistice.

Villers.en-Haye. Location of 90th Div.
Hdqrs., Aug. 24-Ott. 10, except from
September 11 to 19 when it moved
forward to Mamey for the St. Mihiel
operation. 7th Div. Hdqrs., Oct. 10-30.
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h’r. XXXI1

i’

V UII1lI Sejli, I(i,
Lllen 1,’1, 11
(’.4(’.

I,’t’.11 (’.\(’.

l\ ’ . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Fr. 1[ (’A(’ uulil
N,, v (i, tlw!l I,’r.
X1’11.

Fr. XX Xlllunlil
Nov. 1, theu W,
XVlluntil Nf)v,
Ii, 111(,11 l~t’. 11
(’A(’.

I All wu]ks }LII(lWI’I)Swc .4[Iwrican unless uther~ ise imlic:llt!d. In (his tahk Fr. = I.’rencli.
* (’usuul ticsme Ior Iwiotl ill lIII(JuIIly. Higures iu lmrenlluws give cwu}dliesfor units telul)ururily}ltfwlwd,

Adcl figure ill Iwentlwcs to t lie ono UIJOVOin order to obtuin Ihe total wstuilties duriug the tintir’e ol)er::t im.
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SUMMARY OF COMBAT SERVICE<ontintied

Name
of Div.

37

42

78

79

81

52

69

90

92

93
(a~vot
only)

)Ct.7-16.----- Sector_--...

Iept. n_._-. Se440r____
)ept. 12-16___ Battle .__.-

bpt. I?-oCt. 1. sector- ---.-

klpt. lG__...- Battte----

hpt. 17-oct.4. %etor-------

Oct. s-20. ____ Seetor____

Nov. 7-n____ Battle__ -.,

hne2d-Ang. lfl mfhg in
Line and
Sector.

Au& 19-Sept. Seetar...--.
11.

Sept. 12-16___ Battle__ ...
Sept. 17-al___ S4ctor____

Aug. lwsept. sector_ -...,
11.

Sept. 12-16----- Battle ------

Sept. 17-Oet. 7- Sector -----

Aug. 2+60pt. I 6ector____
11.

Sept. 12-16..-_ Battle____

Se@. 17-M. sa40r.__.
10.

Oct. 9-Nov. 11. seotor_._.

June ‘&hty 3. Trtdning in
Line.

I
Locatioriof .%-rice i

Oenerslvicinity of—

Xammes ------------

Boasde Rerrti&res------
St. Bwssant, Pannes

end Hesswwnt Ferm.
IVorth of St. Benolt+m-

W06V,S.

ISorth of Jwlny______

h’orth ofJerry____

Wadonville ---------

Morenv’ille and Boie de
MenheuIk.

For&tdu Bob+le- Pr4tre
and Marvoisin.

Port-sur-Seille and
Pent-&Mouseon.

Norroy -------------
Port -sur-6eille and

Xon Htll.

Limey end W.rvoisin-

Bois de Mort-Mere
end Xarnrnes.

xemmes________

Foretdu Bets-le-Pr&re
and Regnieville.

Vilcey-eur-Trey and
BOiSdes Rappes..

Vandi6me and west of
Souleuvre Ferm.

Port-sur-Seille and
~andierr%.

Southwest of St. Mibiel

.4rmu to whirh
Altnched I

First until Oct.
12, then Sec-
ond.

First ------------
First ------------

First -----------

First -----------

First --------- .-.

First until Oct.
12, then Sec-
ond.

First --------

Fr. Eighth----.,

Fr. Eighth untfl
Aug. 30, then
First.

First--_ --..---,
Firet --------

Fr. Etghth until
Aug. 30, then
First.

First----_---.-

First ----------

Fr. Eighth until
Aug. 30, then
First.

First -----------

First ----------

First until Oct.
12, then Sec-
ond.

Fr. Second -----

C’arps to ?/h irh
Attached 1

[Y-. -... _______

[v--. .._-__ . . .
[v___________

[v_________

[___________

[ untilSept. 1S,
then IV.

Fr. II CAC------.

Fr. II CAC. _-.-,

Fr. XXXII. _-.-,

FT. XXXII until
Aug. 22, then I.

I_____ -._-.,
I until Sept. 18,

then lV.

Fr. XXXII until
Aug. 20, then
IV.

IV--_ -..---. -.-.,

IV-._----_--.--

1-----------------

L--------------

1 until Sept. 18,
then IV.

IV until Oct. 23,
then VI.

Fr. H CAC____

I

‘aaual.
tir8 *

?69
(9)

8
001
(7)

309

(:

L 548
(109)

(%’

974
(6)

374

(;

816
146

212
(7)

(8;

1,351
(11)

137
(19)

1,972
(s5)

1,S3fl
(51)

959
(1:)

o

1Atl armies and eorpeare American rrnhe otherwiee indicatad. In th= table Fr. - French.
~Cesu81tkamforperiodh line ordy. Figures in ~nthee+eg give m,sueltiesfor units temporarily ettached.

Add Ogurein pmentheeeeto theoneabove tn orderto obtaintbetotalcasualtiesduringtheentireoperstion.
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AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE

MEUSE-ARGONNE REGION

ONE of the most far-reaching effects
of the rapid increase of American
troops in lhrope, and the resulting

Allied and American successes during the
summer of 1918, was that it became pos-
sibl e to undertake in September a gigantic
convergent offensive movement against
the German forces on the Western Front.
The final plans for this movement were
agreed upon and as a formality of coor-
dination were promulgated by the Allied
Commander-in-Chief on September 3.
Under these plans the American Army
was to advance northward between the
Meuse River and the Argonne Forest,
supported on its left by the French Fourth
Army west of the Argonne. Northeast
of Paris the center of the French Armies
was to renew its efforts to force the Ger-
mans back from the Aiane, while farther
north the British were to continue opera-
tions in the direction of St. Quentin and
Cambrai, and the Allies were to attack
near Ypres to free the Belgian coast.

The significance of the American
Army’s part in the general plan lay in the
fact that its attack was to be directed
against a most vital point of the German
system of railroad communications.

Within the German lines were two im-
portant railways which ran to the north-
west from the area around Metz and
roughly paralleled the battle front. These
railroads were practicably the Germans’
only lateral communications between
their forces east and west of the Meuse,
and were therefore essential to their
supply system and for the transfer of
troops back and forth along the front.
Northwest of M6zihs these railways
were rather widely separated and were
at a considerable distance from the front
lines, but in the vicinity of Sedan and to
the southeast of that city they converged

and ran through a narrow strip of territory
lying within 35 miles of the battle line.

To the north of Sedan, as far as Lh5ge,
the country, including the Ardennea
Forest, was of a wooded and d~cuk
character, and no important east and
west railways had been built through it.

The network of railways which radiated
to the west and southwest from Li6ge
passed through a restricted zone near that
place, which was bounded by the rough
terrain on the south and neutral Holland
on the north. These railroads were the
principal lines of supply and evacuation
for the German troops along the entire
front northwest of Reima.

It was apparent that an Allied attack in
the vicinity of the Meuse River, if carried
far enough to gain control of the lateral
railways, would divide the German
Armies. Once this was accomplished
Germany would be unable to maintain her
forces in France and Belgium because
communications between the two wings
would be practically impossible except by
the long and circuitous route through
Lh5ge and the Rhine River valley.

Furthermore, the capture or defeat of
the German northern armies would be
practically certain because, under the
stress of the powerful attacks which the
Allies were then prepared to deliver, these
armies could scarcely effect an orderly
withdrawal through the congested bottle
neck at LMge. It was evident, therefore,
that in the sector covering the communi-
cations near Sedan, and to the southeast
of that place, the German forces could
leaat afford to lose ground. This w%
clearly appreciated by the German High
Command which had made elaborate
preparations to prevent any Allied ad-
vance on that part of the battle front.

Along most of the Western Front the
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Ger]m:ltis l)ud I]rcf}are,l s(,veral (Ief[,nsive :Il)(jut 1() milets in reidr of t})e front lirmos.
lin{?s in rear of their first position. West The nature of this region was such as to
and northwest of tl)e Meuse-Argonne make it ideal for defensive fighting. The
region, where loss of ground would have heights just east of the Meuse River con-
rro decisive effeet on the situation, these st.ituted not only a formidable natural

German Defensive Positions Behind Western Front
September 1918

...0-r,”Amens

0

P

~ Front Line ----- German Defensive Position ------ International Boundary

different positions were separnted by
relatively great dist;, rices. In the hf euse-
Argonne regiol), ]If,lfcv(:r, where the im_
portqn! ruilways lay comparatively close
to the battle line, Lhe second and third
lines were very close to the forward posi-
tion, forming a practically continuous zone
of trenches, l)twlmd wire and ot}wr field
f~r~~fications extending for a depth of

hurrier hut furnished :lJendid sites from
which the country to the east and west
could 1)(?ohscrved :In(l covwxxl hy art illw-y
fire. These heights and the hrolwn hills
of the Argonne Forest had been organized
into almost jrnpregnatde positions by
the addition of machine guns, artillery,
trenches and obstacles of :dl kinds. lle-
tween these two great natural bulwarks
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German Defensive Organization in the
Meuse-Argonne Region

,.,
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Bourgogti ‘ .

Damv,llefs
Champ#gneulle 8
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.--4 ----------
A,> I,.

-0*
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lay the dominating ~ifl of Montfaucon prepared artillery positions, all so placed
which afforded the Germans perfect o~-...- as to be mutually supporting and to cover.. .
servation~ and whose inherent strength by cross and enfilade fire the ground be-
had been greatly increased by the elabo- tween the features of natural strength.
rate use of field fortifications of all kinds. The comparatively narrow front of this

TIN? numerous east and west ridges in natural defile and the great depth of the
this area lent themselves admirably to German defensive organization made the
the construction of defensive lines which tusk of the American Army extremely
connected the Heights of the Meuse with difllcult. The only feasible method of
the Argonne Forest. In organizing these advancilig was to drive salients into the
lines the Gwmans had made elal~orato use enemy lines l)y frontal 21SSillllt,S an(l to

of barbed-wire entimgkments, trenches, exploit these penetrations by attacking
concrote machine-gun emplacements and the flanks of the salients thus created.

Anwrimn Supp]y l)unlp During the Mcusc-ArgonneC@iltion
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While tl~e (Iifii(llliivs t{, IN,cncounterwl
in an oflensive o]i the Meuse-Argoilne
front were clearly appreciated by the
Allied High Comm;lnd, it realized that an
advance there would have far-reaching
effects and that it would be essential to
the success of the ~cnera] plan.

In view of tl(e SIrength of the Germ~n
positions, the stul,lmrn opposition that
would undoubtedly he met with at that
point and t}]e vi~al importance of the
front, the American Army could well feel
that in the coming combined Allied offen-
sive it had been given the place of honor.

Wl)(>tl t}l(: t](,{,isi,,ll wilS TNil(lc> to >i~h(.li

in the hleuse-Argollrw r~?gion the Arncri-
can First Army was busily engaged i]]
preparations for tlje St. Mihiel offensive,
planned for Sel)twnlwr 12. IIuwever,
because nf the limited time available, the
assembly of Anjerican divisions not
scheduled fur the St. Mihiel a~ttick was
l]egun immediatcl~ and dctuiled l)lans for
the ]arg{>r battle \vere at once prwpared.

Two uf the Anlerican divisiuns desig-
nated for ihc i~ttii~k w(’st of the 11’feusi>,
the 33d and 7!)tli, w(,rc stilt to t.l)at fr{mt
before the mid(lle uf Septernlwr iill(~ t.()()k

over large sectors. .Soorrthereafter other
American units were sent to the region
and secretly concentrated behind them.

The movement of men and matkriel

was mu(le entir(4y under cover (If (li,rk-
ness, all uctivity being suspended an(l the

men kept in concealment during daylight
hours. Consequently, at night the roads
leading into the area were the scenes of
great activity as troops and artillery, am-
munition and supplies moved steadily f(}r-
ward. On most of the Meuse-Argonne
front French soldiers remained in the
outpost positions until the last minute to
prevent the Germans from seeing or other-
wise securing information of the presence
of large pumbers of Amerimn soldiers in
the region and thus receiving advance
warning of the impending offensive.

In all, al)t)ut 2’20,000 Allied soldiers
were moved out of the areti and approxi-
mately 600,000 Americans were moved
into it. Tbe planning and execution of
this gigantic movement of concentration
was an intricate and arduous task. The
fact thtit it was done with smoothness
and precision, and wittjorrt the knowledge
of the enemy, is in itself a striking
tribute to the ability of the American
Army and t{) the skill uf its staffs.

l{’inully, on tlw night of Scp Lernher
25 26 the First Army stoud on its new
front ready for tkle monrentous battle
that was to begin at dawn the next day.

The American corps and divisions in
line were in position as shown on the
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Plan of Attack of First Army, September 26, 1918

~ Jumpoff Line _ Front Line Sept. 28

—XXXX— Army Boundary —XXX— Corps Boundary Numerals indicate divisions

Arrows indicate direction and weight of principal attacks

above sketch. The 111 Corps was on
the right with the 33d, 80th and 4th
Divisions in line, in that order from right
to left, and the 3d Division in reserve.
The V Corps was in the center with the
79th, 37th and 91st Divisions in line and
the 32d Division in reserve. The I Corps
was on the left, with the 35th, 28th and
77th Divisions in line and the French 5th
Cavalry Division and the American 92d
Division, less one regiment, in reserve.
The lst, 29th and 82d Dhiaions com-
posed the ArmY reserve. Opposing the
American First Army were the German
Fifth and Third Armies.

The general plans provided first for an
advance of 10 miles which would break
through the hostile first, second and
third positions and force the Germans to
give up the Argonne Foreat. This was
to be followed by a further penetration
of about the same distance which would
outflank their defenses in the Bois de
Bourgogne 1 and along the Aiane in front

1In thistexttbe name Boia de Bourgogne has been
wed to designate the entire large continuous wocded
area which lies to the north of the Argonne Forest.

of the French Fourth Army, and thus
open the way toward Sedan and M6zihs.
These attacks of the First Army were to
be coordinated by General Pershing and
General P&ain with those of the FTench
Fourth Army west of the Argonne.

The difficulty of capturing Montfaucon
was fully realized, and it was planned to
drive deep salients into the German lines
on each side of that stronghold and then,
by threatening its rear, to force the retire
ment of the garrison. By these tactics
the troops in front of the hill would be
enabled to carry it without encountering
too severe opposition.

The V Corps, whose zone of action
included Montfaucon near its eastern
boundary, was to drive vigorously for-
ward to the left of that place and without
waiting for the adjacent corps was to
penetrate the German third position near
Romagne. The main mission of the III
Corps was to support the advance of the
V Corps by turning Montfaucon from
the east and by protecting the right flank
of the advancing troops. The I Corps
was to protect the left of the V Corps and
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flank the Argonne Forest from the east.
The artillery of the III Corps was espe-
cially charged with suppressing the enemy
guns located on the dominating heights
east of the Meuse, while the artillery of
the I Corps was to silence the German
guns firing from the Argonne Forest.

A brigade, under French command,
which included the 368th Infantry, 92d
Division, and one .French regiment, had
the mission of maintaining contact be
tween the flanks of the American First
Army and the French Fourth Army.

Of the nine American divisions which
took part in the initial assault only five
had seen service in offensive combat and
four of the nine were supported by divi-
sional artillery with which they had never
served. Moreover, time had not been
available in which to train the many units
of the First Army in the teamwork so
essential to success in battle. Despite
these handicaps, however, the ability of
the commanders and their staffs, and the
unbounded strength, courage and will-to-
win of the soldiers, carried the Army
rapidly forward from the very beginning.

The artillery preparation for the attack
began in full force at 2:30 on the morning
of September 26. Two thousand seven
hundred guns kept up an intense bombard-
ment of the hostile positions until 5:30
a.m., at which time the assaulting infantry
jumped off, protected by a rolling barrage.
The dense fog during the morning, the
networks of wire, myriads of shell craters,
deep ravines and thick woods presented
great difficulties, but, except in front of
Montfaucon, the progress made that day
was considered entirely satisfactory.

In the center, the left of the V Corps
made a splendid advance to the west of
Montiaucon but its right was held up in
front of that place. The III Corps drove
forward vigorously to the east of Mont-
f aucon and by early afternoon its left
flank was a mile beyond that hill. Dur-
ing the advance its right flank wheeled
toward the Meuse and took up a defensive
position along the bluffs of the river.
The I Corps, on the Army’s left, made a
deep penetration along the Aire River
while its left flank fought its way forward
about one mile in the Argonne Forest.
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(h] the evening of September 26 the ljy severe artillery currcentrations illld
strong German first ]wsition was till in strong counterattacks by fresh German
American hands. M(mtfaucon, in the troops. Gains were mude by the Ameri-
German second position, had held out, but cans at a number of places but most of
deep salients driven intt} the German lines these were isolated and had to be given
on both sides of that hill made its capture 11P. AS a result of the increasefl resist-
a question of merely a few hours. ante and of conditions incident to the

On the second day tlie infantry assaults deep and rapid advance, the First Army
were cuntinue(l vigor{jltsly, Mulltfauron on S(,[~t(,mlx;r 29 ordered that tht) posi-
being carried about noon. The Ger- tions then held be organized for defense
mans’ brief stand thi.re, however, had and that vigorous preparations be started
enabled them to reinforce their strong for a prompt renewal of the battle. Dur-
positions north of the hill, and as the ing this period certain of the inexperienced
American adv:ince uf the day before had divisions which had been in the initial

I Ground Gained by First Army, September 26-October 3, 1918 I

. . . .
:faucrm’W;,j

\
~&

*%p’sarg;i.de’JkY.’

been so rapid as to outrun much of its
artillery support, the amount of ground
captured and held by the First Army un
September 27 wos not as great as that.
secured on the preceding day.

On September 28, hrrwever, with more
artillery and tank support, the American
units again surged forward, gaining abuut
l~j miles all along the front of attack.
Except in the Argonne Forest, the line
held that evening was beyond the German
second position and the III and V Corps
faced the outpost defenses of the German
third pusition in this regiun, vi)mmonly
known as the Hinderrburg Line.

During the next day the determined
efforts of the Army to advance were met

assault were replaced in line by other
divisions with previous battle service.

During the initial stages of the oflensive
the Army had under its control 821 air-
planes, which rendered valuable service.
The Army keenly felt the need of tanks.
The tutal number with the Army was
reduced during the first two weeks of
the ofl’ensive from 415, of which 141 were
operated by Americans, to about 94.

While the attack on the first day had
surprised the Germans and resulted in
important gains at comparatively small
cost, the lighting till along the fro]lt frum
that time on was of the most desperate
character. Each foot of ground was
stubbornly contested, the hostile troops
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Opposing Forceson First Army Front, October 4, 1918

GERMAN

THIRD ARMy \
$
g

Army

A

1
%IC4N

@

~ Lineof Dctober4 IAM.) Abbreviations
‘Xxxxx- GroupOf Armies Ehmdaty A H. = Austro.Hungarian Fr. = French

-X XXX- Army Boundary B. = Bavarian G. = Guard

+x corps Boundary C.A C.=ColonialCorps L = Landwehr
‘---- InternationalBoundary

~ Fortified Town
D.C.P.=Dismountedcavalry R.= Reserve

Division S. =Sexon
“Romannumeralsindicatecorps D.1.C.=ColonialInfantryDivision W.=Wiirttemberger

A~bicnUnSerSISindicate divisions (American divisions circlerJ)

taking advantage of every available spot
from which to pour enfdad~ng and cross
fire into the advancing Americans.

In their efforts to stop the progress of
the American units, the Germans quickly
began drawing reinforcements from other
parta of the Western Front to strengthen
their forces in the Meuse-Argonne region
and by the end of the fifth day seven more
German divisions had been rushed to this
crucial region and had entered the battle.

The great progress of the First Army

attack and Allied pressure on other parts
of the front caused the German High
Command on September 29 to urge its
Government to fonvard immediately an
offer of peace to the Allied Governments
and this was done on October 6.

The area near the former front lines had
been tom to pieces by shellfire during the
preceding four years and the few roads
leading across it were almost entirely
obliterated in what had been no man’s
land. In order to move troops, food and



AM ERIC AA’ OPERATIONS IN THE ME USE-ARGONNE REGION 177

timmunition forward, and the wounded to
che rear, these roads had to be practically
rebuilt while in use. The difficulty of
the task was increased by inclement
weather, frequent hostile artillery bom-
bardments, and the limited number of
engineer and pioneer troops available.

The resumption of the attack was
ordered for October 4. At that time, on
most of its front east of the Argonne, the
Army faced the outpost zone of the
Hindenburg Line. That line, which in-
cluded the Boia de For6t, Cunel Heights
and Romagne Heighta, had been organ-
ized with great skill so as to take full
advantage of the natural defensive fea-
turea of the ground. In the Argonne
Forest the First Army was in front of the
German second position which extended
across it to the west from Apremont.

The III and V Corps were to attack the
Bois de For@t, Cunel Heights and Ro-

magne Heights, while the I Corps was to
assist the V Corps by capturing the
western end of Romagne Heights, neu-
tralize the hostile artillery fire from the
Argonne Forest and maintain liaison
with the French Fourth Arm y.

Many changes had been made in the
front-line divisions and on October 4 the
Army order of battle from the Meuse
River to the west was as follows: the 33d,
4th and 80th Divisions in line in the III
Corps; the 3d and 32d Divisions in line
and the 91st Division in process of with-
drawal from line to reserve in the V Corps;
and the lst, 28th and 77th Divisions in line
with the 82d, 92d (less the 183d Brigade)
and French 5th Cavalry Divisiona in
reserve in the I Corps. The 35th and
42d Divisions and the 183d Brigade of the
92d Division were in Army reserve.

The attack was Iaqnched with great
force about daybreak. The resistance

I Plan of Attack of First Army, October 4,1918
L.... .
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Arrows indicate direction and weight of principal attacks
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encountered was desperate in the extreme creasing]y large concentrations of hostile
as the Germans were rapidly pouring artillery was causing severe casualties
their best troops into this battle. Not all and hampering the American operations
the assigned objectives were taken, but to the east of the foreat. Consequently
important gains were made, outstanding on the morning of the 7th an assault was
among them being the capture by the made by the 28th and 82d Divisions
4th Division of the Bois de Faya in the against Chfitel-Ch6h6ry, in rear of and
Hindenburg Line southeast of Cunel and near the left flank of the German second
a deep advance immediately east of the position in the Argonne. At the same
Aire River by the 1st Division. time the 77th Division advanced from

To exploit this latter gain it became the south. The flank attack was suc-
neceaaary to make a flank attack against cesaful and freed the heroic ~urvivors of
the Heights of the Argonne, near Chi%el- the “Lost Battalion”. (See Chapter V.)
Ch6h&y, from which the fire of in- The advance was continued on the 8th

I ~ Jumdf Line — Front Line Oct. 8 ---- Front ~ne oc~ 10

-XXXX-ArmyBoundary -XXX- CorpsBounda~ Numeralsindicatedivisions
Arrowsindicatedirectionand weightof attacks
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with further valu-

able gains. As a

result the Germans

on October 9 started

a withdrawal from

the Argonne, and

the menace to the

First Army of their
presence in the for-

est was removed.

The success in the
Argonne Forest on
October 7 was fol-
lowed on October 8
by an attack east of
the Meuae by the
French XVII Corps
of the American
First Army. The
Corps was composed
of three French divi-
sions reinforced by
the American 29th
and 33d Divisions,
making it almost
twdhirds American
in strength. It
cleared the enemy
from an important
part of the heights
east of the Meuse,
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‘Ian of Attack East of the Meuse, October 8, 1918

0 1 234 5 6 Mlles
Damvillers

American 29th Div. attached to French lEkhDiv.for this attack

~ Jump-off Line ~ Front Line October 8
●---- Front Lineoct 31 –X xx- Corps Boundary

Numerals indicate divisions

Arrows indicate direction and weight of attacks

captured approxi-
mately 3,000 prisoners - and elin&ated
much of the serious flanking fire which
had been directed againat the troops
west of the river. This operation created
a new threat against the enemy main
lateral line of communication through
Sedan and caused the Germans to
increase the number of their divisions
engaged in the active fighting.

To reap the full advantage of the two
successful attacks in progress on the
flanks, the V Corps, at the center of the
Army, on October 9 again vigorously re-
sumed the offensive, and on that day the
3d and 80th Divisiona penetrated the
Hindenburg Line in and near the Bois de
Cunel and the 32d Division penetrated it
to the south of Romagne.

On the 10th the attacks were general
along the Army front from Beaumont,
east of the Meuse, to the Argonne. By

the llth the 4th Division had deepened
its penetration in the Hindenburg Line
and had gained a foothold in the Bois de
For&. On that day the 82d Ditilon
came in close contact with the outpost of
the Hindenburg Line east of St. Juvm.
These operations involved fighting of the
most vicious sort, many places changing
hands several times in a single day.

The battle died down on the 12th as
the First Army again drew its breath
preparatory to a resumption of the offen-
sive on October 14. At that time the
Army faced the Hindenburg Line, the
last full y-prepared German position,
along most of ita zone of attack and had
penetrated it on a front of about 3 milaa

The plan of attack for October 14 and
the unita which took part are shown on
the sketch on the following page.

For this attack the order of battle on
the Meuse-Argonne front was, from right
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Plan of Attack of First Army, October 14, 1918

~ Jump-off Line ~ Front Line Oct. 17 *---- Front Line Oct. 31
-XXXX- Army Boundary —xxx- mrpsBOUrlda~ Numerals indicate divisions

Arrows indicate direction and weight of principal attacks

to left, as follows: east of the Meus*the Corps with the 4th, 3d and 5th Divisions
French XVII Corps with the French 10th in line, the V Corps with the 32d and
Colonial, 26th and 18th Divisions and the 4~d Divisions in line and the 89th in

American 29th and 33d Divisions in reserve, and the I Corps with the 82d
lke and the American 26thZ Division in and 77th Divisions in line and the 78th
reserve; west of the Meuse-the “ III and French 5th Cavalry Divisions in

reserve. The lst, 80th, 90th and 91st
GermanTrench Mortar Used for Anti-Tank Divisions were in Army reserve. Oppos-

Defense, October 1918. @ G ing this frent the Germans had 17
d~vti~ons in the front line and 6 in reserve.

It was hoped that the III and V Corps
could drive salients through the Hindm -
burg Line and then force the enemy from
the ground between the salients. The I
Corps was to protect the left of the V
Corps. The French XVII Corps was to

continue its offensive east of the Meuse.
The offensive was to be started at the

same time as one by the French Fourth
Army, in an attempt to advance simul-
taneously on both sides of the dit%cult
ground in the dense Bois de Bourgogne.
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The attack was launched with great
~gor on October 14 and met with violent
~=istance. Its weight, however, proved
overwhelming and positions of tremend ous
strength in and near the Hindenburg Line
were carried, the most notable being the
Bois de la Pulti&e taken by the 3d and 5th
Divisions, the dominating C6te Dame
Marie seized by the 32d Division, St.
Juvin captured by the 77th, and the
ridge to tbe east of it taken by the 82d.
s“’ The offensive was pushed on the 15th
‘and 16th, resulting in the capture of the
C8te de Ch5tillon, a stronghold in the
~lndenburg Line, by the 42d Division and
the hdl north of St. Juvin by the 82d.
@though the ground gained in these three
Qays was not so great in area, it was of
~xceptional importance as it opened the
way for further advances.
~~,,,.East of the MeUse, in the French XVII

P
orps, both the 29th and 33d Divisions

r

‘“ned some ground during this period.
‘<On October 21 General Pershing di-

Pd the First Army to prepare for a
~ral offensive , the date for which was

E

tatively set as October 28. Prior to
e day of the attack, local assaults were

GermanPlane Forced Down Near Cierges,
October 4, 191s

to be made to secure favorable jump-off
lines and operations were to be initiated
on the left of the Army to clear the
wooded area north of Grandpr&

The local attacks were highly successful
in spite of severe opposition. The 3d,
5th, 26th (which had entered the line east
of the Meuse), 29th and 32d Divisions
and the 89th and 90th (which had entered
the line near Romagne) were all engaged.
By the 22d of the month the 3d Division
had completed the capture of the Bois de
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For&; the 5th Division, Cunel Heights;
and the 89th, the northern and eastern
part of Romagne Heights. The Ameri-
can troops on the heights east of the
Meuse River gave the enemy no respite
and continued to advance despite the
opposition of fresh German divisions.

The operations at Grandpr6 were
pushed with great resolution, the 78th
Division attacking almost continuously.
Important ground was gained and by

American Second Army was formed in
the Wo&re. After the reapportionment
of the American front between the two
Armies, the First extended from Fresnes-
en-Wo6vre to the western edge of the
Argonne, a distance of about 49 miles.
The French XXXIII and XVII Corps,
and the American III, V and I Corps
were in line from right to left.

General Pershing relinquished personal
command of the American First Army on

Ground Gained by First Army West of the Meuse River
October 4-31, 1918

—xxxx— ArmyBoundsry
~ Stop,describedintext
_ Route.describedintext

October 27 sufficient progress had been October 16 to Major General Hunter
made on that flank to enable the right of
the French Fourth Army to advance.
This activity had a material effect on the
success of the final offensive, as it drew
the hostile attention away from the center
of the First Army at which point the main
attack was finally delivered.

During the severe fighting in October
several events of importance to the First
Army occurred. On October 12 the

Liggett, and from that time on became
Commander of the American Group of
Armies, in addition to KE duties as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the A. E. F.

In his report, covering the period of the
Argonne battle from its beginning to
October 16, he paid a glowing tribute tf.
the enlisted men and junior officers of
the American Expeditionary Forces. He
said in part: ‘‘ . . . attended by cold



American Airplmes Re3dy to Scareon Patrol Duty

and inclement weather and fought largely the offensive for additional combat troops

by partially trained troops: the battle on the Meuse-Argonne front, the Allied

was prosecuted with an aggressive and Commander-in-Chief made many de-

beroic spirit of cour-
age and fortitude
which demanded even.
tual success despite all
obstacles. The morale
of the American soldier
during this most trying
period was superb.
Physically strong and
virile, naturally coura-
geous and aggressive,
inspired by unselfish
and idealistic motives,
he guaranteed the
victory and drove a
veteran enemy from
his last ditch. Too
much credit cannot
be given him; his
patriotism, courage,
and fortitude were
beyond praise.

“Upon the young
commanders of pla-
toons, companies, and
battalions fell the
heaviest burden.
They not ocly suffered
all the dangers and
rigors of the fight but
carried the responsi-
bility of caring for and
directing their men,
often newly arrived and
not fully trained . . .
quick to learn, they

Lieuremnr General HunterLiggecc
Comrnmding General of the

First Army from October 16, 191S,
ro April 20, 1919

mands on General
Pershing for American
divisions to assist the
attaclcs at other points.
While reluctant to
have his divisions op-
erate away from the
American Army, Gen-
eral Pershing neverthe-
less gave his consent in
certain cases where he
felt that by so doing
the general situation
would be improved.

The divisions which
seined with the Allies
during this period had
a very favorable effect
upcn the morale of the
Allied soldiera, and the
military accomplish-
ments of these Ameri-
can divisions were out-
standing. The 2d and
36th were assigned to
the French Fourth
Army west of the Ar-
gonne and early in
October vitally assisted
it to advance at a criti-
cal period. (See Chap-
ter V.) The 27th and
30th Divisions oper-
ated with the British
Army throughout
the e-ntire dura~on of

soon developed on the field into skilled the hleuse-Argonne operation. Their
leaders and inspired their men . . .“ most striking achievement was on Sep-

Although a pressing need existed during tember 29 when, as part of the American

(1s3;
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11 Corps, lliey l)rol,t, tlw I1iJldenlJurg Line
north of St. Quclltill. (Set Ch:lptcr VI.)
Tile 3’7111:llid 91st I)ivisitjtls wt’rw sw)t to

13ulgiu]n IIllrillg ott{)l](lr to ossist the

Group of Arnlits (II’ l“luII(k!rs, iLII(l l;IL(: it)

the n~ol)tl) :Lttu(li(’d nemr .4udenarde und
made import:lllt gains, [See Chapter
VI.) The four infantry rt’gimt?nts of the
93d Ijivisiotl f{,ugllt with ~r(,tit (rt,dit

as integral ]mrts of

French (Iivisions,

and three America]]
divisions, the 6111,
81st :ind NM], 1](?1(1
sectors for a time
with th[? l“rell c h
Seventh Army in
the Vosges M outl-
tains, thus releasing
WC?])(}) trou])s f(:r’
scrvlce elst~wllere.

on the hlL!us(J-

Argunnc: front, :i
number of chang(w
were mwlc in tlt(’
front-line units
between Octol)el’ W
und 31 us the worl A-
out divisions were
relieved for rest and

recuperation :md otlwr divisions in better
condition were placed in the battle line.

‘1’ht, Am(,ri(wll .4riny d~lrillg this Ix~riod
was ftw tll~, first time ul)le to prelmre for
;111 c)ll(, tlsive llll(ll~i’ l’(,:lsollilt)iJr Ilorm;ll

conditions. lt was alre:ldy on the front
from which the assault was to be made
and su[iici[jnt time for c:lr(’ful and delilwr-
:Lt(,l)l:inl~in~~W:LS:Iv:lilxlil(,. otlwr f:lvur-

Ground Gained by First Army

East of the Meuse River, October 8-31, 1918

0 1 2 3 4 M,ks
, .– .- — ––-.–——— .

~ Stop, descrkd m text

x Route,describedm lex[
yj m>
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Operations of First Army, November 1-11, 1918
~ Directionand Weightof PrincipalAttacks

November1-3

~ Directionof Advance,November4-11
i ,., ,,,~ Jump-offLineNov.1 ~ FrontLine

-X XXX-ArmyBoundaty —xxx– CorpsBoundary

Numeralsindicatedivisions

k A. ~ ] z 3 4 5 6_7 8_9 10Mlks

N

k% M“ ,*-P f ‘.~Peuvillers

able factors were that the majority of the
Allied artillery and aviation units had
been replaced by Americans and that the
weather in the preparatory period took a
turn for the better thus greatly relieving
the hardships of the troops.1

Upon the request of the French the
date of the attack was postponed until
November 1, at which time the divisions
of the First Army were in line as shown on
the accompanying sketch. The order of

1DuringthecoursecftheMeuse-Ar~onneoperation,
rsin was reported ia the otlicial reports by at least one
Amerimn di~i40n of the First ArrnY on erery day
from Septsmbar 26 to A-ovember 11,emept for seven
daya, which were October 2, 3, 24, 2S, 27, 2$ and 29.

battle, from the Meuse River to the west,
was: the 111 Corps with the 5th and 90th
Divisions in line and the 32d in reserve,
the V Corps with the 89th and 2d Divi-
sions in line and the 1st and 42d in reserve,
and the I Corps with the 80th, 77th and
78th Divisions in line and the 6th and 82d
in reserve. The 42d Division was trans-
ferred to the reserve of the I Corps soon
after the beginning of the attack. The
3d, 29th and 36th Divisions in the rear
areas composed the Army reserve.

The general mission of the First Army
remained the same, to cut the Metz-
Sedan-M6zi5rea railroad. The detailed
plan for the attack contemplated a deep
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penetration by the V Corps in the center
to secure Barricourt Heights, followed by
a drive by the I Corps to connect with
the French near Boult-aux-Bois. The
capture of Barricourt Heights, which con-
stituted a formidable natural obstacle,
would compel a German retirement across
the Meuse, so the III Corps, while assist-
ing the main attack in the center, was
directed to be prepared to force a crossing
of tbe river if the enemy withdrew. There
was to be no attack by the French XVII
Corps then on the heights east of the
Meuse until this crossing was started.
The eastern edge of the Bois de Bourgogne
was to be neutralized by heavy artillery
concentrations of persistent gas.
~ With conditions generally favorable, it
was a splendid force of veteran American
soldiers which jumped off west of the
Meuse at daybreak on November 1.
1. The assault was preceded by a terrific
~wo-hour artillery preparation which effec-

tively bombarded the sensitive points of
the enemy positions. The progress of the
attack exceeded all expectations. In the
center, the 1- Corps crushed all opposition
and by early afternoon had advanced
about 6 miles and captured Barricourt
Heights, thus assuring the success of the
whole operation. On its right, the III
Corps made a deep advance, wheeling
toward the Meuse River to protect that
flank of the Army. On the left, the I
Corps, which faced the unbroken Hinden-
burg Line on most of its front, attacked
and made an average gain of about ~
mile. Its extreme right flank made a
rapid and deep advance, keeping. up with
the left flank of the V Corps.

This deep penetration of the hostile
lines, which overran the enemy artillery
positions, caused the German High Com-
mand to issue orders on the night of
November 1 for a withdrawal from the
First Army front west of the Meuse.

!.
;... Buzancy on the Day After Ics Capture
i.
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The d~wisitln WLLS:1 ]nt)m{t~t(,us ~,ne M }~l:icc,f{ ill s(rt)llg con~m:ln({ing )J{witi!)l]s.
such a wit hdrawx] rwluirxvi a genmv~l re- Tl)e ]jursuit continued until Nuvemlwr
tirement along th(: wlI(Ile )):ittle line :is 7, when units of the I Curps reuched the
fur as Il{)lland, if Lll(, (lermaus were to heights overlooking the city of Sedan.
avoid a decisive milit :iry dcfw:t. Tile occupation of these heights efTec-

The First, Army r,,]ltinued to drive for- tively cut the lateral ruilroud through
ward on November 2 and 3. The 111Corps Sedxn, which was the main objective of
forced t.lle enemy across tlie nleuse lliver, the Meuse-Argunrrc offensive.
the V Cf)rlJs rna(le a maximum wlv:lnce During tllc pcri(ld from November 4 tu
of 7 miles, ilnd t he 1 Cflrps gained 1() 7 the 1st Divisiorr relieveci the 80th and
miles. By Nuvernlwr 4 the Germans were the 42d Division relieved the 78th.
in full retreut west of tl, e hleuse, although Between September 26 and Nfjvemlmr
still vainly trying to (f)eclc the rapid ad- 6 i he IJrench, British and Belgians to the
vance of the First Army l)y me:ins of re:u- wvst and north had gr:]dually inu-eused
guard :lcti{~l~s:ln~l Lti{,IIS(’(If’nl:icllillt’ gu]ls ( l){! vi~or and st r{,ugtll f)f tlicir att:icks

American and Allied Attacks on the Western Front
September 26-November 11, 1918

~ Arrows indicate directions of main attacks -Xxxx-Boundary between Armies

EZZZZZrGround gained by American units Sept. 12-16, 1918

EI?Z2Ground gained by American units Sept. 26-Nov. 11, 1918
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itnd had made substantitii inroads into shifted several times by the Allied Com-
tllu hostile Ixjsitions. D;l]nilgillg as tllt>sf? rounder-in-Chief, the notice of the last
drives were to the German cause, and change being received on November 7
valuable as they were in the Allied ptan when the American troops were on the
for victory, such was the importance to heights south of Sedan preparing to attack
the Germans of protecting their main the city. It limited the left of the Army
railroad at Sedan that they brought re- to M ouzon instead of to near Sedan. The
serves from almost every portion of the topography of the ground and these
Western Front to throw in the path of the modifications in its boundary caused the
American advance. (See the sketch below.) gradual withdrawal of the I Corps from

If’hen the American Army, in spite of the battle line on the left flank of the
increasing enemy reinforcements and First Army and a change from north to
a well-nigh impregnable hostile defensive east in the general direction of advance
system, had driven forward to a ~OSjti[Jn of the American Army.
dominating the German railroad commu- Meanwhile tile crossing of the Meuse
nications in the vicinity of Sedan, the ter- by the III Corps began on November 4,
miniltion of the war in 1918 was assured. when bridgeheads were established by the

W’bile the pursuit was going on, the 5th Division south of Dun-sur-Meuse.
western )x)undary of the First Army was These gains were exploited, assisted by

lerman Divisions Moved To and From the Meuse-Argonne
Front, September 26- November 11, 1918

I
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‘-~ Divisions on front Sept. 26 (A.M.) H Divisions moved to the front (total 34)

~ Divisions moved from the front (total 15)
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Ground Gained by First Army, November 1-11, 1918

a northward movement of the French The American Commander-in-Chief
XVII Corps which wtis further up the
river on the heights to the east of it.
‘1’his tight.ing gradually cle:lred the enemy
from the heigllls easl of t)le h’lt?uw as f:. r
as Stenay. All divisions of the 111 CorI:s
anti l<’r(~n(,h 11 Colt)nial OIrIIS, which
latter t{)rI)s lIad r(,li(,~,((l tl)u 1~’r{,])(II
XVII (;OIII:S 011 NIIv(, mlMIr (i, w(. r(: il, -

Volved. ‘rhest! Lrtta(ks, participated in
hy the ~[;(h, 79th, FI’(’n(h ]5th C[ll(Jni:!],
32d, 5th and 90th Divisions, in order
from right to left were so successful that
by November 10 an excellent line of
departure for an advance in the rlirec-
tion of Montn~6dy had been secured.

issued instructions on November 5 d!rect-
ing both American Armies to I!repzre for
an advance in the direction of Longwy
und tile Ilriey iron bmin, und ft)r tile
First Army to conduct an offensive with
tl)c ol)ject of driving llIe enemy l)(,y(,n(l

‘1’lleinte Crwk aIId t.lIe (;hiers Itiwr.
[.:ILI: {)11 Nt,vt.ml)t,r !) M:lrsllal 11’IM.11,

then in conference with tile enemy con-
cerning the Armistice, issued instructions
to all armies directing that attacks be
initiated and sustained along the whole
front in order to take full advantage of
the demoralization of the German forces.

The First Army executed these attacks



HOW TO STOP THE WAR
Do your part to put an end to the war! Put an end to

yew partof it. Stop fightissgl That’s the simplest Way.
you can do it, you soldiers, just stop fi hting and the war
vifl end of its own accord. You arc not fighting for anything
anyway. What does it matter to you who owns Metz or
%aasb~ you never saw those towns nor knew the people
in therm so what do you care about them? But there is a
little towss back home in little old United States you
would like to see and if you keep on fighting here in the hope
of getting a look at thoac old German fortresses you may
never see home again.

The oss[y way to stop the war is to sto fi tin
That’s easy. Just quit it and dip across <No M%’s?rust
and join the bunch chat’s takirs it easy there waiting m ~
achanged and taken home. ~hete is no disgrace isI that.
Th=t bunch of American primtsers will be welcomed iust as
- ss you who stick it out in these infernal trenches.
Get wise and get over the top.

There is nothing in the g[ory of keeping up the var.
But think of the inmeaaing tastes you will have ti pay the
longer the war lasts the larger those taxes at home will be.
Get wise and get over.

All the fine words about glory arc tommy rot. YOU
fsavess’t got any business fighting in Fran- You would
better be fightin the money trust at home instead of fighting

Jyour fellow sol Iers in grey over here where it doesn’t really
matte two sticks to you how the war goes.

Your country nceda yotu your family rsee& you 8SS4
you” need your iife for something better than bein gaase&

!shot a~ deafened by cannon shots and rendered w It pb~
ealfy by the miaes+e life you must live there.

The tafea they tell you of the cruekies of German prison
eatsspaare fairy tales. Of course you ma

L
not fl%e being

a prisoner of war but anything is better t n this infernal
p!aee with no hope of esca
which you will only be sent ~~~p:n%h~::l:;;s$d~

Wake up and stop the war! You can if you, want to.
Your government does not mean to stop the war for years
to come and she years arc foing to be long and dres
You bettec come over while the going la goosL

GermanPropagandaDropped Behind[he
AmericanLines

on November 10 and 11, making assaults
along most of its front. These resulted
in substantial gains, including, in addition
to those mentioned above, the forcing of
a crossing of the Meuse River south of
Mouzon by the 2d and 89th Divisions of
the V Corps, and a 1>~-mile advance east
of Verdun by the 81st Division, the right
division of the French II Colonial Corps.

On the morning of November 11 word
was received and sent to the American
troops as quickly as possible that the
Armistice had been signed, and that hos-
tilities would cease at 11:00 a. m.

Thus ended the Meus*Argonne battle,
the greatest one in American history-.

The First Arm y, which reached
a strength in early October of
about 900,000 Americans, rein-
forced by more than 100,000
French, was approximately
eight times the size of the army
with which General Grant
opposed General Lee at the end
of the American Civil War.

Its total losses from all causes,
excluding those of the French
troops serving with it, were

about 117,000. It had inflicted
approximately 100,000 casualties
on the enemy and had captured

26000 priscners, 874 cannon,
3,000 machine guns and vast
quantities of supplies, ammuni-
tion and other mat&iel.

The American First Army in
47 days of continuous fighting
had advanced steadily in spite
of all obstacles, and the most des-
perate resistance, and had played
a vital part in bringing the
war to a succeasf ul con ctluaion.

Allied PropagandaBeing Floated
to German Lines

(192)



THIS itinerary of the Meuse-.4rgnnne
battlefield is divided into t~vo tours,

each requiring a day. The first, which is
the shorter, traverses the area that was
fought over between September 26 and
November 1, 191 S; the second covers
principally that part where the fighting
occurred between November 1 and the
Armistice. The first day’s tour is recom-
mended to all tourists who can spend but
one day on this battle front.
; For those who have not sufficient time
to follow the first day’s tour, it is recom-
inended that a special effort be made to

visit the American memorial at Mont-
faucon and the American cemetery near
Romagne-sous-Mon tfaucon and that pages
203-214 and 247-253 of the first day’s tour
])6! read while there. Besides being objects
of great sentimental interest to Ameri-
cans, these places are in areas of severe
American fighting and aflord excellent
observation points. The combat opera-
tions described at the monument and
cemetery in the first day’s tour, to which
the above page references refer, give a
good r6sum6 of all the fighting of the Amer-
ican Army in the Meuse-Argonne region.



T 111S tour l~egins and ends at Verdun
and is shout 95 miles L153 kilometers)

ltmg. It c~inIJecompleted in eight hours.
TO s:lve time Iunth should he carried.

The data given un pages 520-521 will
he helpful to those following this tour.

T]e ntirrative :~t the hcginning of the
chaptm should Iw kept, in mind and the
mnp at the end ccnsulted, so that the
operations described in this chapter will
Iw more clearly understood.

When fnllowing this tour of the battle-
fields, unless contrary road instructions
:Lre given, continue straight ahead.

EN ROUTE RAI1.ROAU STATION VE[tI)UN TO

NO1{T1lERN SI.CI’I? CF 1.13 NO1{T HOMME

,
spcr’(~071[f,l(’r (!~.st(n(w iS 711~ws7~r((~~r(,,l~

Ihc plrrw in front of t}{c rwilroud blatiun.

(0.0 m 0.0 km) At railroad station,
with (IIC slution on right-hand side, set
speedometer at zero. Proceed by the
roiid seen slraight ahead.

(0.:1 m 0,5 km) A short distance firr-
ther on, hear right and cross the viaduct
which runs over the railroad tracks.

(0.6 m 1.() km) Al the r-cad junction
beyond viadrrct, bear to the right and
continue on the road Irrward Mont firucon.

(1 ,2 m 1.9 km) Near far side of town,
at large barracks passed on the left, to
(he right front can l)e seen glimpses of the
opr+n field in whi(!h three Americun 14-
inch naval guns, mounted on railway
carriages and manned hy personnel of the
lJnited States Nirvy, went into action un
Oetober 13, 1918. These guns fired at
lmpcrtant enemy communication centers
i{l)out 20 miles away. Two of them were
later moved to positions near Charny,
several miles a}lead, where they joined a
third that had been on duty with the
French near Suissrms. As a result of
direct hits made l)y these guns on their
targets, the movement of enemy troops
::nrl supplies was cunsiderahly hampered.

(2.9 m 4.7 km) Beyond town, about
11/2 miles, at the first road junciion, turn
to the right toward Clurrny.

To the left on top of the hill is seen one
of the ring of forts constructed around
\’erciurLshout 1S80 for its defense.

(4.7 m 7.6 lim) In next village, C’harny,
at first road junction, (urn sharp left.

This road was an important supply
route for the American First Army in the
fall cf 191S. During the first part of the
Meuse-Argurme battle it was seldom used
in daylight hours hecuuse of the incessant

(194)
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activity of hostile airplanes and artillery.
Cunst,~lllwltly, (Iuritlg tlw ht~urs of (larl{-
ness it was filled to capacity as men,
ammunition and supplies were moveri to
the front and wounded were carried to the
rear. Motor trucks, amhulanres, wagons
and troops liad to move without lights,
and much confusion and many trafYic
jams occurred here in spite of all pre-
cautions and constant sllpervision. l’lle

difficulties werf) greatly aggravated hy (he
enemy artillery which at night peri udi-
cally shelled the imp<wtal]t read crossings.

(7.5 m 12.1 km) At church in the next
village, Marre, bear to the right.

(8.7 m 14.0 km) Near the next cross-
road, a Xld Division dressing station,
which gave first aid to the wounded, was
located during the early days of the
An~(,ri{all (Ilj(,rati(jns oil t.l]is front.

(9.4 m 15.1 km) A short distunce t’ar-
iher on, the monumeni seen on the right
alongside the road marks the site of the
former vill:qy> of” (~urnit,res. This villagf,
was literally lJlm\,naw~iy hy shell fire dur-
ing the fighting in the vicinity.

(9.7 m 15.6 km) Where the road starts
lo climb (1IChill uhead, turn shirrp left on
the nurrow road which leads oil’ from it.

If narrow road is ciosed continue s!ruight

alfcmf and stop on fur xide of mezt ridge
r(~hcrc{1 g(JfMl{~ico! IJ,(///cMllr!i /0 the I(jt
jront is obtained, A 1 this p(, i)d feud ilin-
erdry /0 porugrap/L 1 of ttle .wwnd cf>lu rnrr

on page 200.” From hem can be identijicd
most (JJ/}1.2plums seen jronL (he stop al
l.e Mort Homme if the map is cmzsl{lted aml
i[ is rmrwwbered thut the wood on ///ehill
ucross /}/cwllcy /0 the lejt jrwrd is Ihe IIois
de Forucs. Aj/er- rcuding iliner-ury, con-
(inne slra i@t aheml. A 1 nc.rt rood -i(,rk
tt{r-n Irj/, cross bridgf: wnrf a~oin Iurn /<j/.

T)fc (Icscrilwd roulc is rcj/,i7tvd((t 11([<r(ml
crussiuq jf{st kyoml lhc wc.rt villugc, lik-
thirrcourl.Hwet speedonrd~r at th(d point.

(10.5 rn 16.9 km) Beyond the firsl hill,
a sign is seen (1937) on the right which
indicates a path to a tunnel built })y the
Germans during the war. in this reginn
were c{mslructwl many such (,lal){)rute
tunnels wliicl~ a[l’ordwl shelter at~(i a
means of transfen-ing troops and supplies
from one place to another underground,
free fr(lm h{lstile observation and tire.

(10.(; m 17.1 kin) The murrurncnts sewn
to the left front are French monuments on
the hill called Le Mort IIomme.

(10.8 m 17.4 km) At the top of the hill
which the ruad is climbing, where ii good”

panoruma to the right is obtained, STOP.



‘rhis point is on the nurihem slope of
Le Kl~lrt lIonlme. Fnrges Creek runs in
the vallc?y to the right front and right.
The large WWXI seen to tile right on the
hill across the v:llley is the Bois de Forges.
The left portion of it is to the north.

11’UCCnorth.
.Along tll{? slopes in front of here ran

put of the Imttle line from wllith an army
of 600,000 American soldiers, on th(?
morning of Septemlwr 26, 1918, started
a great drive that finally reached the
vicinity of Sedan, 35 miles away, after
43 (lays uf continuous fighting.

T]iis area at tlli~t time was il scc’nc of
in(tescrihable desolation. Thousands Of
shells had churned up the surface of’ t!le

33d Division Troops in Front-1.inc Trench

NCM l;or~cs, f).[(hi- 3, ]918

P.IIIWLI]KL From Stop

ground a]ld the autumn rains had made
it a sea of mud, littered with battlefiehl
wr~’ckafy. In]lumera})le hands of barbed
wire zigzaggtd their way across the hills
and valleys, while tile few shattered trees
thtit remained stood lonely sentinels over
t]]e b]eok ]an[[sctrpe. Nature has done
much to heal this Imttk:-scarred area but
even now (1937) llIe marks of trenches
and she]] ho]es arc? plainly visible.

The assemh]y of troops and SLlpplk?S for
the uttack eurnrnenced early in September
when the American 33d Division arrived
in this region and on Sel)ternher 10 took
river a large sect(}r of the line. It Wtis
followed hy the 79th, which on Septem-
ber 16 occupied an adjoining sector. Soon
t.l]t’r~’ilftcr numeruus othc’r American units
secretly concentrated ])e}lind this front
a]ld mtide preparations fur the assault.

The front of attack of the American
I’irst Army ran from the Mouse ltiver un
the rig}l L, along t)le forward slupes rrf the
low ridge seen directly ahead, and passed
just this side uf IKthincourt, whose church
is plainly visible to the left front beyond
the ridge. It ctmtinued on} passing to the
left of Makmcourt, seen on a clear day
down the road to the left over the second
ridge, and ended al)out 16 miles from here
nesr the far edge of the Argonne I’orest.

This puint lay in the sector of the III
Corps which had the 33d, 80th and 4th
Divisions, in that order from right to left,
in the initial assault. The 79th Division
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of the V Corps WiiS next in line with the
commanding hill of Montfaucon, marked
hy the moliumcnt of] the sky line to the
left, in its zotic of u{lion.

Beyond the 79th Division, and also in
the V Corps for the initial assault, were
the 37th and 91st Divisions. The I
Corps was on the left of the Army with
the 35th, 28th :md 77th Divisions in line.

The German l,, )sitions on this front
were extremely f{ ,rmidab]e, having been
st,rengthene~i to tht, highest degree during
the preceding years of fighting. in rear
of tht?ir front line, : }ley had constructed a
series of positions, (]IJClx:hind the other,
which formed a co)~tinuous defensive Z(JI)(3

for a depth of shout ] ~ mi]es. progress
here was considered so difficult that, Gen-
eral P6tain, the C(Jmn~illl[ier-in-C1lief trf
the French Army, gave it us his opinion
that the American advance would not get
f:trthc,r tllun Montfurrcon Iwfore wint~,r.

The huttlc Img:lrl at 2:30 a. m. on Sep-
tember 26 when approximately 2,700
pieces of artillery opened fire on the
German trenches, strong points, wire
entanglements, observation posts and
commurriuation centers on the front of
attack. This hombarcirnent lasted con-
tinumrs]y untii day}Jreak when the in-
ftintry, protected hy a dense barrage of
shell tire, began its assiiuit. A thick fog
aided in concealing the movements of
the American troops from the enemy but
also made more difficult their tasks of

mopping up, keeping contact with rid-
jtrining units and advancing in the proper
direction through the myritids of t,renches,
mazes of l)arhed wire and ttingled masses
of trees antf underbrush.

on this part of the front, the divisions
of the 111 Corps crossed the swampy
Forges Creek valley and broke into the
strong Gerrnun ]wsitions to o dept]l of
5 miles on the first day. The 33d Di-
vision, starting from this vicinity, quickly
captured the 130is de Forges, and before
norm had established a line ulong this side
of the Meuse River valley beyond the Bois
de l~org(:s us a I)rot(,(.tion” fur the f]ilrlli of
the advirncirig for(w+, ‘f’lle 801]1 Division
to t}~e left of this point took B4thincourt,

C:llno(ifl:lgccfRo:Id Neilr Fo!-ges,
octoher ]918
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drove ahead several miles and by mid-
night had reached the Meuse River in
the right part of its zone of action. The
next day in severe fighting it captured
the Bois de Dannevoux, the wocd seen
on the sky line to the right of and beyond
B6thincourt. The 4th. Division, passing
just this side of Mont faucon, made a rapid
and spectacular advance which will be
described at the next stop.

The successes here were largely due to
the courage and fighting spirit of the in-
dividual American soldier. Illustrative of
these are the exploits of Captain George
H. Mallon, First Sergeant Sydney G.
Gumpertz and Sergeant Willie Sandlin of
the 33d Division. All of these men were
awarded Congressional Medals of Honor,
the highest decoration for bravery given
by the American Government, for the
important part they played in the cap-
ture of the Bois de Forges.

Becoming separated from his company
in the fog, Captain Mallon, with nine
men, pushed forward and attacked nine
hostile machine guns, capturing them all
without the 10SSof a man. Continuing,
he led his men against a battery of howitz-
ers in action and captured the guns and
their crews. Captain Mallon personally
attacked one of the enemy with his fists.
Later, in assaulting two other machine
guns he sent his men to the flanks, while
he himself rushed directly forward in the
face of the fire and silenced the guns.
The exceptional gallantry and determi-
nation displayed by Captain Mallon re-
sulted in the capture of eleven machine
guns, four 155-millimeter howitzem, and
one anti-aircraft artillery piece.

When the advancing lines were held up
by severe machine-gun fire First Sergeant
Gumpertz left the platoon of which he was
in command and started with two other
soldiers through a heavy barrage toward
the machine-gun nest. His two compan-
ions soon became casualties from the
bursting shells, but Sergeant Gumpertz
continued on alone in the face of direct
fire from the machine gun, jumped into
the nest and silenced the gun, capturing
nine of the crew who were manning it.

Sergeant Sandiin showed conspicuous
gallantry by advancing alone on a ma-
chine-gun nest which was holding up the
progress of his unit. He killed the crew
with a grenade and enabled the advance
to continue. Later in the day he at-
tacked alone and put two other machine-
gun nests out of action, setting a splendid
example of coolness and bravery.

Before leaving this stop the reader
should fix in his mind the general ap-
pearance of the tall shaft of the monu-
ment on Montfaucon, which is visible
from many places on this tour. Because
it is located near the center of the area
fought over by the American Army
between September 26 and November 1,
1918, it will be pointed out from time to
time as an orientation aid to the tourists
who are following the described route.

Cumi&es-ForgesRoad, 1918



EN ROUTE NORTHERN SLOPE OF LE MORT

HOMMETO MONTFAUCON

(11.5 m 18.5 km) Beyond next hill,
while descending long slope, to the left
front the high wooded hill marked by a
monument is Hill 304. Severe French
and German fighting occurred there in
1916. It was within the American lines
before the attack of September 26.

(12.0 m 19.3 ti) When B6thincourt
comes into plain view to the right front,
a small marker is seen alongside the road.
This is a type of marker that has been
placed throughout France and Belgium to
indicate the farthest advance of the Ger-
man Armies in 1918. The center of the
jump-off line of the 80th Division, which
attacked on the morning of September 26
in the direction of B&hincourt, was
approximately at this point.

(12.7 m 20.4 km) After crossing the
bridge over the creek, at the next road

junction, turn left toward Malancourt.
(13.3 m 21.4 km) Beyond first crest,

where road crosses center of shallow
valley leading off to the right the zone of
action of the 4th Division is entered. It
was from this part of the American front
that one of the deepest and most rapid
advances of the attack was made.

The valley of Forges Creek, which the
road now follows, was in no man’s land
when the American Army arrived on this
front. These slopes were covered with
thick bands of barbed wire which pro-
tected the main German trenches located
near the crest of the ridge to the right.
The Allied trenches were close to the top
of the ridge across the valley, with an
enormous area of wire entanglements and
other obstacles in front. of them. The
whole countryside was a white, desolate
waste covered with interlocking shell
craters and great quantities of d6bris.
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On September 26 the center of this val-
ley wzs a spongy shell-torn morass. The
infantry crossed it on beards which were
carried from the American trenches and
laid end to end across the mud. Later
the engineers and pioneer infantry units
accomplished the colossal tzsk of building
roads and bridges over it for the artillery
and supply trains. To give rinidea Gfthe
m:{gnitude of the task, it may be stated
thut the construction of but one of these
rozds required the use of 40,000 sand bags.

(14.5 m 23.3 km) Beyond place where
road passes through a cut, in the next

in advancing up the valley which the road
follows beyond Malancourt. This was
due to the uneven character of the ground
and the fact that the first waves of the
division attack passed by many German
strong points in the thick fog.

(16.4 m 26.4 km) About 11,4 miles far-
ther on, at top of first hill, was a large,
powerful field fortification called on
French war maps the “Ouvrage du
D6mon” (Strongpoint of the Devil). By
looking to the rear from the road near the
top of the hill, its commanding position is
evident. Heavy machine-gun fire from

shallow valley, the zone of action of the
79th Division during the attack is entered.

(14.9 m 24.0 km) Straight through
Malancourt, which was a heap of ruins in
1918. It was captured by the 79th
Division early on the morning of Septem-
ber 26. The town was the III Ccrps
Headquarters, October 26-November 3.

The tour from this point on to Mont-
faucon generally follows the direction of
advance on September 26 of the attacking
units of the American First Army.

The 79th Division had great difficulty

it stopped the advance of the 79th
Division troops during September 26.

(16.5 m 26.6 km) To the left front is
seen a fine view of the American monu-
ment on top of Montfaucon.

(16.8 m 27.0 km) To the right front con-
siderably beyond and to the right of
Montfaucon was located the line reached
by the 4th Division on the first day of the
attack. The line of the 37th Division at
that time was just to the left of the hill.

(18.0 m 29.0 km) At monument in
the ruined town of hlonifaucon, STOP.





This imposing monument, rising from
the ruins of tlw former village of Monl-
fiiueon, commemorates the brilliant
victory of the American First Army in the
Meuse-Argonne offensive and the heroic
serviees of the Armies of France before
that time on this imp(,rtant }~attle front.
It was erected by the United States
Government and is the largest of the
Americ;in war memorials in Europe.

Montfaucoii is supposed to date back
to the 6th Century when it grew up as a
market towtl around a monastery.
Numerous buttles have taken place
in its vicinity. In one, fought against
the Normans about S88 A. D,, 19,000
dead are said to have been left on the
battlefield. 1~uring tl,e Hundred Years’
War the district was frequently ravaged
by bands of robbers; during the Reli-
gious Wars of the 16th Century, it
was taken and burn(,d; while in 1636
the town was i{gain destroyed. In 1792,
il was c:i])l.ur(,l l~y l)russian tr(mps taking
part in the Irillllly campaign.

Whik? mnlii])g exrnvations for the
foundations i~f the monument, an old
undergr{mnd ]lilSS~&?, hollowed out of the
soft rock, was found running from tlw
ruins hehind (he monument to the foot
of tlw hill. ‘[’o the l~,ft of the shaft as
seen from t II(’ parking plaza, irbout 12
feet underground, was found a cemetery
probably dating from the Middle Ages,
and under tlw front end of the wall on the
right side of the main terrace were three
old cellars, one below the other, the lowest
one evidently having been used as a
dungeon. A small put containing a few
gold and sitvw piec(?s dated about 175{)
wus also discovered on the site.

The monument has the form of a
Dorir columrl surm(}llnted I)y a figuro
repres{wti]lg l.il~t,rt.y. 1L fwx>s the 1~’irsl
Army jump-() [1’ line of S(’ljtemlwr 2(i.
From the ol)s.ervation platforms at the
top, a large portion of the Meuse-Argonne
battlefield is plainly to be seen.

Arross t.h(? front of the monument
appear in large letters the names of tlw
four most im]mrtant areas, from u military
point of view, in the territory captured

(203)

lIILC1I(J1 ,,1chul. h .,[ M“,,L[,,,,’’),] ,,, lgl~

I)y tile American troops. T]~e two large
words tit the sides, Meuse and Argi;nne,
were placed in that order as the American
lighting iU th& VIC]nity iS (Jf[i Cid\y knOWll

as the Meuse-Argonne offensive.
On the wall aruund the main terrace

are listed the divisions w]lich formed the
First Army and under each name tire
given three places, now famous in
American military histury, where hard
figl~ting of the division r(,]iv(rllwl occurred.



Corner of Observation Terrace, Meuse-ArgonneMonument,
Showing Direction Arrows

Inside the entrance door is a small vestibule, dec-
orated with flags cf the United States and France.
Carved on ita walls are a brief description in French
and 13nglish of the American operations, a colored
map illustrating the American offensive in this
region, and a tribute by General Pershing, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary
Forces, to his officers and men who served here.

The observation platforms, from which superb
views are obtained, are reached by the circular
stairway leading up from the base cf the shaft.
It is a climb of 234 steps. Eleven of the thirteen
landings are provided with benches where those
ascending the tower may stop to rest:

The following is written to be read from the obser-
vation platforms. Those not climbing the tower
should read Part I from the terrace in front of the
monument and Part II from the large crucifix, on
the other side of the hill, 400 yards from here
along the road toward the village of Nantillois.

Map and lnscrip[ion Car~ed Church at Montfaucon in 1927
on Interior l~dl
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PART I
Climb tower, go Lo platform overlooking

plaza in front of monumen~ and face so
ss to look along the center of the approach
steps, which direction is south.

spread out below the observer in a
magnificent panorama is the grcund over
which the American Army attacked on
the first day of the Meuse-Argonne
cfiensive. The trenches and fields of
barbed wire that miss-crossed this area
are no longer visible, the shell holes and
concrete emplacements that gave it
the appearance of a desolate waste are
gone, but the woods, hills and streams
we still here and the names of the
farms and towns, which have been rebuilt,
recall the glories and sacrifices of the
troops who fought near them.

This hill, an extremely important fea-
ture in the German second position, had
looked down upon the fighting in front of
here since 1914. Located as it is, mid-

way between the Meuse River (6 miles to
the left of here, just beyond the large
wood, Bois de Forges, seen on the long hill
in the near dktance) and the Argonne For-
est (the wooded plateau near the sky line
to the right), its dominating height
afforded the enemy excellent observation.
Inherently strong, it had been carefully
prepared for defense and was a veritable
fortress organized with deep shelters,
concealed observation posts and ob-
stacles of all kinds. Its strength, almost
a legend to those who had served in the
region, constituted a formidable mental
as well as physical obstacle to any advance.
In view of the strength of the German
position on this front, it was perhaps
fortunate that it was assigned to the
young and virile American Army.

The dkection arrows on the parapets of
the observation platforms should be used
to aid in locating the places mentioned in
the following description of the operationa.

American Memorial at Monrfaucon\’iewed From an Airplane,
Looking North



I
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Panorama Looking South From UpperPlatform,
l~ontfaucon Monument

The line taken over by the Fkst Army
in September and from which it jumped
d on the morning of September 26 was
generally parallel to the front of this
monument. It ran from a point on the
Meuse River beyond the right edge of the
Bois de Forges; passed this side of Hill
304, the hill with a monument on its sum-
mit to the left front just beyond the first
town, Malancourt; and over Vauquois
Hill, the large isolated oval-shaped hill
6 miles away to the right front.

The III Corps, whose operations were
described at the last stop, jumped off on
the front from the Meuse River to Hill
304; the V Corps from Hill 304 to Vau-
quoia Hill; and the I Corps, whose opera-
tions will be described further at the next
stop, from Vauquois Hill to near the
far edge of the Argonne Forest. Each
corps had three divisions in line for the
attack. In crder from the observer’s left
to right, they were the 33d, 80th and 4th
of the III Corps, the 79th, 37th and 91st
cf the V Corps, and the 35th, 28th and
TTth of the I Corps. Montfaucnn was
in the zone of action of the ‘i9th Division.

The preparations fcr the attack here
had necessarily been hurried, as the offen-
sive of the First Army in the St. Mihiel
region had been completed only ten days
before. In spite of the short time, how-
ever, on the evening of September 25 the

American troops were in place on this
front and the Army was ready for battle.

At 2:30 a. m. on September 26, the
horizon in front of here lit up with a flash
as thousands of cannon blazed into action.
Explosions of all sorts followed each other
with deafening noise like continuous peals
of thunder. About 5:30 a. m. the noise
slackened somewhat as most of the cannon
prepared to fire on new targets. Some of
the heavier guns had already started to
shell with high explosives this hill and
other known observation points. Now,
just before dawn, the smaller ones were
set to perform the new mission of creat-
ing a barrage of exploding shells, which
would move forward in front of the in-
fantry whb, at this time, were tensely
watching and waiting for the coming
hour of attack in their jump-off positions.

Soon thereafter a new note was added
to the din as innumerable machine guns,
automatic rifles and rifles along the frcnt
went into action. This was evidence to
the surprised Germans on this hill that a
general offensive had started.

It was not long before the rifle and
machine-gun tire to the left front was
heard getting closer and closer. About
10:00 a. m. the fog lifted and small
groups of khaki-clad soldiers of the 4th
Division were observed moving near
Septsarges, the nearest village seen to the
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PanoramaLooking East From Upper Platform,
Montfaucon Monument

left, where they captured an undamaged
battery of German artillery which was
later used effectively against its former
owners. (See picture on page 211.)

Farther away to the left, troops of the
80th Division could be seen near the Bois
de Sachet, the large wood beyond and to
the right of Septsarges, and still farther
away those of the 33d Division near
Drillancourt, the ~lllage on the open
ground to the right of that wood.

About 11:00 a. m., to the front and
right, the leading lines of the 37th Division
emerged from the Bois de Montfaucon,
the large wood in that direction. They
c.roaaed the open ground this side of the
wood and after capturing a German trench
system in the field near the road, seen run-
ning to the right front” from this hill,
started changing it into an American posi-
ticn. Still farther to the right, soldiers of
the 91st Division were on the open. ground
to the right of the large wood, Bois ch&
hdmin, seen to the right front, having made
an advance of more than 3 miles.

The 79th Division promptly captured
Malancourt, seen to the left front, but had

difficulty in advancing in this direction up
the valley from that village, as well as
through the left part of the large wood in
front of here. Consequently, no assault
was made by that division on Montiaucon
until about 6:00 p. m., when the 79th and
37th Divisions launched an attack across
the machine-gun+wept ground on this side
of the wood, seen to the front. tikked
by tanks, but without artillery support,
the slopes of this hill were reached in
the face of heavy fire, but as night was
coming on, the attack was given up.

Although Montfaucon remained in Ger-
man hands, the achievements of the Amer-
ican Army on September 26 were more
than had actually been expected. Ad-
vances of about 5 miles from the jump-ofl
line had been made on both sides of this
hill and its capture WSBalmost a certainty
within a very short time. The highly-
organiaed German forward positions were
all in American hands, in addition to
thousanda of prisoners, many cannon and
vast stores of supplies and ammunition.

The battle for Montfaucon was lenewed
in a rainstorm at dawn on September 27,
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the hill being attacked by tbe 37th Divi-
sion from the observer’s right and by the
7gth Division from the front. The
hat machine-gun nest was finally wiped
out and the hill cleared of the enemy about
noon by troops of the 79th Division,

Henceforth Montfaucon served as an
Lmerican observation point. “

PART II

After visiting the side platforms,l go to
;~he rear one and read the following:
.‘ The assault on September 26 surprised

, the Germans and disrupted their defense,

k
ut this situation was only momentary.

,’ om that day on the fighting was Frob-
~bly unsurpassed during the World War
$or dogged determination on both sides.
~ach foot of ground was stubbornly con-
@ted and the hostile trooFs took advan-
&ge of every available spct from which
@i pour enfilade and cross fire into the

. #vancing American troops.
~ ,The lipe reached on the firat day of the
‘&&ck included Dannevoux, seen to the,+J
.~ght about 5 miles away in the cup-shaped
v&ley, and the Bois de Septsargea, the
l~ng narrow wood to the right front, about

~; The panoramic sketches on these pages show
moat of the ground seen from the side platiosms.

halfway between here and the nearest
large wood in that direction. It then bent
back sharply, passing the other side of
this hill, curved forward again to near
Epinonville, tbe third village seen to the
left, and continued onto include Varennes,
the village seen to the left rear below the
wooded heights on the sky line.

The First Army on September 27 con-
tinued its assaults, which were met by
frantic resistance from German infantry
and machine gun units that had taken up

new positions during the night and by

unusually heavy artillery concentrations.

A large part of the American artillery

had been unable to move forward because

of the absence of roads over the tom-up

ground of the old no man’s land and,

therefore, was not in a position on that

day effectively to support the initial

infantry assaults or to keep down the

enemy shellfire, ln spite of this and the

shortage of tanka, the assault units

attacked energetically and substantial

gains were made during the day although

many of them could not be retained.

On September 28, with better artillery

support, the Army surged forward about

I;f miles. After severe fighting it reached

that day a line marked generally by

Panorama Looking West From Uppr Platform,

Momfaucon Monument
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the far edges of the Bois de la C6te
L4mont and the Bois de Brieulles, the
two neareat adjoining large woods to the
right front; the slopes beyond Nantillois,
the nearest town to the front; the Bois
de Beuge, the first isolated wood to the
left front; and Apremont, the village seen
to the left in the distance near the foot of
the heavily wooded heights.

On September 29 the attacks of the
First Army were energetically pushed
against stiff er resistance, as the enemy
had reinforced his front line near here by
six fresh divisions. This fighting was ex-
ceptional y bitter, the Germans making
man y severe counteract acks and con cen-
trated artillery bombardments. During
the day the ground gained and lost on this
front by both sides was about equal.

For a few days after these attacks the
Army devoted its efforts toward prepar-
ing for a renewal of the offensive. Its
troops in the line were worn out by four
days of terrific fighting and the advance
had been so rapid that much of the heavy
artillery and many of the supplies could
not be brought up until the roads were
rebuilt. During this pause, which was
normal in every general attack, the 35th,

BOIS de
Srleulles

37th and 79th Divisions were replaced
by the lst, 32d and 3d, while the 33d ex-
tended its front and relieved the 80th
Division. In all, a movement of more
than 125,000 officers and men in and out
of the line was made. As the roads and
transportation facilities on the newly cap-
tured ground were improved, the wounded
were taken to hospitals in the rear and
large quantities of supplies, ammunition
and artillery were moved forward.

The American casualties up to this time
had totaled over 23,000. The First
Army had penetrated the formidable
hostile positions for more than 6 miles
and included among its captures 9,000
men and 100 pieces of artillery.

The progress on this front threw con-
sternation into the German High Com-
mand, who realized that the American
Army here could not long be held in check.
It urged its Government, therefore, to
make peace at once before disaster over-
came the German forces in the field.

The First Army on October I faced
the outpost zone of the famous Hinden-
burg Line along a considerable part of its
front to the east of the Argonne Forest.

The Hindenburg Line in front of here
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included the long high wooded area,
Bois de For&, to the left of and just this
side of Dun-sur-Meuse, which is seen
on a low pointed hill to the right of front
in the distance; a large portion of the
wood, Bois de Fays, seen on this side of
the right part of the Bois de For& and
apparently connected with it; the open

.’mound just this side of Cunel, the village
to the front in the distance between the
woods; and Cbte Dame Mane, the
prominent hill to the left front. It ran
@rough the large wooded area dotted
with hills, called Romagne Heights, seen
in the near distance to the left front, and

~continued on to the North Sea. In ad-
vancing to and gaining a foothold in that
line, the First Army had its hardest
fighting and the officers and men passed
through their most terrific ordeal.

The battle was renewed with full vigor
,on October 4. The attacking divisions
~of the 111 Corps were: the 4th Division
In line to the right of Nantillois, the first
C@age seen on the open ground directly
:~head, and the 80th, which had reen-
$ered the line, just beyond that town.-
$ the V Corps, the 3d was in front of
and to the right of Cierges, the nearest
~age to the left front; and the 32d
Division, which had relieved the 91st,
j!nnped off from a line which included the

w tied seen to the left of Cierges. ln the

I Corps, the 1st Division faced tbe large
isolated wooded area called Mont rebeau,
visible in the distance to the left well
beyond the nearest towns seen in that
direction; the 28th wm to the left of the
1st with its left flank in the Argonne
Forest; and the line of the 77th Division
was entirely within the forest. The ini-
tial assault was a success and splendid
advances were made all along the front,
including a foothold in the Hindenburg
Line in the Bois de Fays.

The progress of the First Army from
October 5 to October 22 was slow but
steady. In spite of the fact that it was
fighting against an enemy with his back
to the wall, who fully realized that this
front must be held at all costs, and over
terrain favorable for defense, almost
daily gains were made. In the face of
all obstacles and hardships and the most
desperate resistance, the American Army
during this period doggedly and persist-
ently fought its way forward.

On October 7 a flank attack was
launched against the Argonne Forest by
the 28th Division and the 82d Division,
which had entered the line for that pur-
pose. This attack was directed against
Ch5tel-Ch6h&y and Comay, the two
villages seen to the left in the d~tance on
the wooded heights beyond and to the
right of Montrebeau, and was made in

Bacceq of GermanGuns BeingUsedby the qth Division
Near Septsarges,Occober 1918
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the direction of the reader’s line of vision
when facing those places. The maneuver
was unusually effective and within the
next three days the enemy had been
driven from the Argonne Forest, which
ends at the gap on the sky line to the left
of the isolated peak, M ontref agne, seen
in the distance to the left front.

On October 8 an attack was made on
that part of the Army front beyond the
Meuse River. The American 29th and
33d Divisions and two French divisiona
drove forward a dktance of 2)4 miles on
that day, capturing a large part of the
heights from which German artillery had
been firing on the flank and rear of the
troops on this side of the river. The
29th Division captured the wedge-shaped
wood, Bois de Consenvoye, seen beyond
Gercourt, the village to the right of and
beyond Septaargea, and the 33d Division
reached the Bois de Chaume, the line of
woods extending down to the left from
near the Bois de Consenvoye. The at-
tacks there were pushed vigorously for
several days and additional substantial
gains were made, including the capture
of the Bois de Chaume.

On October 9 the V Corps in front of
here attacked with great force and the
next day all divisions on the Army front
from Beaumont, beyond the Meuse River,

to the Argonne Forest launched powerful
assaults. This fighting was extremely
bitter, positions of the Hindenburg Line
being carried on a front of 2 miles just
this side of Cunel and Romagne, the vil-
lage seen to the left of Cunel and about
the same distance away. The general
attacks were continued on the llth and
that day the Army, along most of the
remainder of its front on this side of the
Meuse, fought its way forward much
closer to the Hindenburg Line.

Another general attack was made on
October 14, and after fighting of the
most desperate character on that and on
the days immediately following, many
more strong positions in or beyond the
Hindenburg Line were torn from the
enemy. Among these were the Bois de
la Pultibre, just beyond Cunel, captured
by the 3d and 5th Divisions, and the
dominating C&e Dame Marie taken by
the 32d Division. By October 22, all of
the Bois de For@t, Cunel Heights and
Romagne Heights were in American pos-
session and, the Firat Army was wel 1
beyond the last prepared German posi-
tion at the center of its front. At that
time the units of the Army started care-
ful preparations for a finishing blow.

During the fighting between October
1 and 31, the American losses totaled

GermanGuard Division ReturningFrom Hard Fighting, September1918
This division opposed the American attack on Seprember26, 1918. @ G
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over 75,000 officers and men. The 5th,
QI;th, 42d, 78th, 82d, 89th and 90th Divi-
sions, in addition to those previously
mentioned,. joined in the battle, relieving
tired divisions. During this period 36
different German divisions were employed
on this front west of Fresnes-en-Woevre,
several having been engaged twice. The
area of this fighting will be visited later,
when a more detailed account will be given.

The last great American offensive of the
war was launched on November 1, com-
pletely breaking through the enemy lines.
All troops of the Army in front of here
pushed forward. Tbe formidable Barri-
court Heights, the wooded heights seen
on the horizon just to “the left of the
observer’s front, were carried on the first
day and by November 6 the American
light artillery was firing on the Metz-
Sedan- M6zihs railway, the primary
objective of the First Army. ,On the
morning of November 7 American units
wwe on the hills overlooking Sedan, 31
miles away. On that very day, the
German representatives crossed the battle
lines to ask for an immediate armistice.

From November 7 on to the Armistice
at 11:00 a. m., November 11, the First
Army advanced in the direction to the
right front from here. By the Armistice
it had forced its way across the Meuse
River, captured the heights on the far

side and had progressed about 10 miles
beyond the river onto the Wocvre Plain.

Thus the war ended. The German
Army had been driven back 35 miles on
this the moat vital part of its front. The
natural energy, ability and efficiency in
battle of the American soldiers and offi-
cers had prevailed against one of the
finest military forces of the world. Al-
though the Germans were fighting with
desperation and all the skill they possessed
to deny any progress whatsoever to the
American forces, and were throwing onto
this front fresh reserves drawn from many
other parts of the Western Front+ the
tremendous thrusts of the First Army at
this point could not be withstood.

The battle here was the greateat in
American history. Its successful con-
clusion is a great tribute to the American
soldiers, their leaders and those behind
the lines and at home” who so whoh+
heartedly and efficiently supported the
combat armies in the field.

Before leaving this observation plat-
form, the long gray stone building to the
left front in the near distance shou!d be
noted. It is the chapel of the Meuse-
Argonne Americm Cemetery, which
stands on a hillside above the graves of
more than 14,000 American soldiers whose
final resting p!ace is there. No more
fitting site could have been chosen for
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these battle dead than the gentle slopes
of the valley joining Cunel and Romagne,
where deeds of daring, devotion and
heroism were unsurpassed.

Montfaucon was the 3d Division
Headquarters, October 3-14 and October
26-31. The 79th Division Headquarters
was located 600 yards south of Mont-
faucon from September 27 to October 1.

The ground surrounding this monu-
ment is being maintained as far as prac-
ticable in its wartime state. Many relics
of the war, including machine-gun posts,
concrete shelters and dugouts still exist.
A walk over it will prove most interesting.

Beyond the ruins of the church, about
300 yards from this monument, on the
road to Nantillois are located the foun-
dations of a house with several inscrip-
tion plaques on the posts of the front
fence which is still standhg. In thk
house, which was repaired from time to
time by the Germans, was built a heavy
concealed concrete tower, equipped with a
large periscope. It is said that in 1916
the German Crown Prince watched hls
troops battle for Verdun from that
observatory. The periscope is now in
the United States Military Academy
Museum at West Point, New York.

EN ROUTE MONTFAUCONTO VAUQUOIS

Leave plaza at same side as entered,
turn right immediately; 80 yards farther
turn sharply to the right toward Cheppy.

37th Division Enginem Repairing Road
Near Montfaucon, September28, 1918

37th Division Memorial at Momfaucon

In the new village of Monifaucon is an
almshouse constructed for this community
by the State of Ohio as a memorial to the
37th Division, mung of whose soldiers
came jrom that state. To visit, turn right
at rwxt crossroad and go to muin square of
town. Time of side trip-15 minute-s.

(18.3 m 29.5 km) Just before reaching
road crossing at foot of hill, the zone of
action of the 37th Division is entered.

In the fighting near here on September
27, First Lieutenant Fred Kochli, Ser-
geant Orum B. Lee and Corporal Ernest
R. Rumbaugh, 37th Division, took an
important part, for which each was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.
When the right of the division was held
up by machine-gun fire early that morn-
ing, two combat patrols were sent to
clean out the machine guns on the slopes
of Montfaucon to the right of this road.
One patrol was unsuccessful and the
other was stopped by heavy fire soon
after it ‘started. Lieutenant Kochli then
asked for and received permission to lead
the latter patrol wh]ch comprised 24 men.
Under his bold leadership the patrol
attacked and captured 14 heavy machine
guns, 3 officers and 23 enlisted men. He
put most of his patrol on guard over the
prisoners and continued on over 200
yards farther up the hill with Sergeant
Lee and Corporal Rumbaugh, under
heavy fire. These three, then captured
three 77-millimeter field guns and two
light machine guns in the orchard close



to the near edge of the old town. The
hostile fire was so heavy that the three
Americans were forced to take cover in a
shell hole, where they held out practically
surrounded by the enemy for a consider-
able time until reinforcements arrived.

(18.7 m 30.1 km) Beyond road cross-
ing, at first crest, to the rear is seen a fine
view of the hill of Montfaucon.

(18.9 m 30.4 km) To the right, near top
of ridge beyond the wide valley, was
located a strong German trench line
which was captured by the 37th Division
on September 26. The next morning an
attack was launched from there against
lvoiry, beyond the ridge. That town was
captured and the front line was moved
forward about % mile in spite of heavy
hostile fire and a determined German
counteract ack. During the afternoon
the ground gained was given up because
of heavy enemy shelling and the failure
of the rest of the division to advance.

During the fighting there Second Lieu-
tenant Albert E. Baesel, 37th Divi-
sion, was killed while trying to rescue a
wounded comrade lying about 200 yards
in front of the assault line. Working his
way through severe artillery, rifle and
machine-gun fire and a deluge of gas, he
had just placed the wounded man “on his
shoulder when both he and the man were
killed by the enemy fire. For this brave
exploit he was posthumously awarded

55-Millirne[erTractor-DcawnGun of the
First Army After Being Hurled 40 Feet

by a Direct Hit Near Charpenwy

A Typical Scenein the Argonne Forest,
Southwestof I’arennes

the Congressional Medal of Honor.
(20.4 m 32.8 km) In next wood, Bois

Ch6h6min, just this side of road junction,
the zone of the 91st Division is entered.

(20.6 m 33.2 km) After leaving wood,
in the distance to the left front is seen
La Neuve Grange Farm, which was cap-
tured by the 91st Division on the morning
of September 26 after a hard fight. Near
that farm Sergeant Chester H. West of
the 91st Division dashed through the
fire of two German machine guns that
had suddenly opened up on his company
and killed the crews in hand-to-hand
combat. By this prompt and decisive
action his unit was enabled to advance
without losses. For it he was awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honor.

(20.7 m 33.3 km) To the left front in
the distance is seen Vauquois Hill.

(21.0 m 33.8 km) In the vicinity of this
road the 91st Division encountered strong

.\ .+ ,- resistance from enemy machine gun
groups on September 26. It overc~me
them before noon and drove forward
about 2 miles farther that day.

(22.3 m 35.9 km) Immediately after the
road starts to descend into a valley, at
the first small ravine leading off to the
right from it the zone of action of the 35th
Division during the attack is entered.

The 35th Division, which jumped off
from near ~’auqu”ois, reached the German
main line of resistance on top of the hill

(215)



to the left of this road about 8:30 a. m.
There a severe struggle took place and it
was not until 12:30 p. m. that, with the
assistance of tanks, the strong enemy
positions on that hill were captured.

(23.1 m 37.2 km) In the next village,
Cheppy, the troops who had stormed the

powerful main line of resistance of the

German first position near here assem-

bled and reorganized before renewing

their attacks at 3:30 p. m.

It was during the fighting in this vicin-

ity that Captain Alexander R. Skinker,

35th Division, won the Congressional

Medal of Honor. When his company

was held up by terrific machine-gun fire

from “pillboxes” in a strong German posi-

tion, he personally led an automatic rifle-

man and a carrier in an attack on the

guns. The carrier was killed instantly,
but Captain Skinker seized the ammuni-
tion and continued through an opening in
the barbed wire, feeding the automatic
rifle until he, too, was killed.

A former German command post in
town was used as the 35th Division Head-
quarters, September 23-October 2; the
1st Division Headquarters, September 30-
October 13; the 42d Division Head-
quarters, October 11-19 ~and the V Corps
Headquarters, October 21–November 6.

A monument erected by the State oi
Missouri in honor of her sons who died
in the World War is located at the road

Missouri Monument Near Cheppy
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junction beyond town. Many Missouri-
ans served in the 35th Division, which
had very hard fighting near here.

(23.4 m 37.7 km) Beyond bridge, at road
junction near monument bear left.

The tour now 9ocs to I’(I i~qj(ois Hill, 1
mile away, front the top of which C[l?l be
obtuined a fine ricw of Ille .4irc Ii?iwr t,fllh;y
and where un USZLCI!lY large mine crrders can

be seen. The climb up the steep hi[[ must

be made on joot. T}t.o.sewho can not make
-h an ascent may turn sharp right at nexi

mad junction and rejoin the described route
at tlw. church in Varennes. That part oj
the itinerary not followed should be read.

(23.6 m 3S.0 km) Beyond next road
junction, to the left front on far side of
small valley, is seen the locality of the
heroic exploits of Private Nels Weld, 35th

Division. Assisted by one other soldier,

he silenced several machine-gun nests and

captured 11 prisoners. He then gallantly

‘risked his life to aid a comrade, after

“wnieh he himself was killed in an attempt

to capture a fifth machine-gun nest. For
his great courage and devotion to duty
he was later posth umou:]y awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

(24.1 m 3S.S km) To the right front is
l’auquois Hill. Openings of underground
passages dug by the Germans can be seen
(1937) on its near slopes.

(24.8 m 40.0 km) At first junction
where a road enters sharply from right,
turn right on it towards Vauquois.

(25.3 m 40.7 km) At the next road fork,
turn to the right.

(25.S m 41.5 km) In next village,
Vauquois, 60 yards beyond church, just
before reaching road junction, STOP.

Follow path, 300 yards, to summit of
hW For most of the way the path is in
an Allied communication trench. It is a
hard climb but well worth while.

The monument on top of the hill is a
French one in memory of the soldiers who
fought in the vicinity and of the soldiers of
Vauquois who died during the World War.
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PiuIoram.r Looking North Fi-on] Vauqm)is HilI

Cross craters to rim of hill opposite

monument and face Chcppy, the nemest. . .
village marked by the scattered houses.
(Note the above panoramic sketch.) The
direction faced is approximately north.

Montfrrucon is seen to the right front.
The first liirge village which is plainly
visible to the left front, is Varennes.

In 1914 the village of Vauquois stood
on this hill. It was of great military im-
portance because of its dominating height
and the facilities afforded by it for view-
ing the surrounding country.

Before the United States entered the
war, this place was the scene of large-
scale military mining operations by the
Frenc’h and the Germans, during which
Iho tc~wn I(wiitcd here was blasted away.
111 t.llesc ol)(31’iltioI)S,” ile~~p lunl]els were
built under the opposing lines and vast
i!uantities of explosives were set off in
them. The huge craters thus formed are
still to ])(; seen )mhind the reader.

‘1’IIc First Army frc}nt Ii]le on tl){! m(n-n-
ing uf September 2(; ran across this hill
aRd through the Argonne Forest, the larg(?
wooded area seen to the left. The I
Ch-ps with the 35th, 28th and 77th
Divisions in line from right to left, at-
tacked from this part of the front.

The German front line at the time of
the attack was on this part of the hill, the
line held by the 35th Division being on
the opposile” side of the crater. Five
hours beftme the infantry assmrlt, all
American trenches on the hilt were aban-

doned and a heavy eoncentrrrtion of ar-
tillery fire, including gas and smoke shells,
was placed on it. This forced the Ger-
man troops here to remain in their bomb-
proof shelters and so blinded their ob-

servers that when the attack took place
the 35th Division was able to make rapid
progress in the valleys to the right and
left. Those advances isolated the hill
which was then cleared of the enemy by
units especially designated for the pur-
pose. After severe fighting the division
front line was established that night
about 1 mile beyond Cbeppy.

The 35tti Division continued its attacks
during the next three days. By noon of
September 28, after having repulsed a
German counterattack that mnrning, it
bud caljturrxl (;harl)cntry, tile first villilge
beyond Cheppy; Baulny, the village im-
mediately to the left of Carpentry; and
the large wooded area called Montreheau,
seen beyond and betwe(m them in the dis-
tance, 51~miles away. That night it, dug
in on the far edge of that wood. The
next day the division attacked twice and
bud made further substantial gains when
a vicious German counterattack by fresh
troops, supported by large artillery con-
centrot,ions from tile Argonne Forestj
forced it back to Baulny. Its lines were
there on October 1 when the division was
relieved by the 1st Division.

The 28th Division, whose zone of action
was half in the Argt~nne I“{)rest, jumped ufi
on the other side of the Aire ltiver, which
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runs in the valley to the left (If here. On
September 26 tl!e division drove forward
vigorously and (aptured part of Varennes.
In the Argonnv it made an advance of
about 1 mile. It continued to advance
during the next few days iln~ by Septem-
ber 29, :Lft.er scver( iigl)ting, lIad r(wched

a line beyond A premont, the second vil-
lage seen in th,, distance to the right of
and beyond \7art,nnes.

l’he zone of ,,lim~ (,f the 77th Divi-
sion, which was i ht? left flank unit of the
I Corps and of tlie First Army, was en-
tirely within t}, e Argonne. That forest
is a formiduhlt, natural o}}stacle, almost
impossible to walk through, with deep
abrupt-sided ravines, heavy underbrush
and many ~01.Ii outcrops. During the
preceding four years on this front, the
Germans had sliillfully prepared it for
defense with (oncealed bands of barbed
wire, machine guns placed so as to fire
down lanes cut lhrough the undergrowth,
machine-gun ]!t~sts in trees, and many
ingenious traps to impede the progress of
or inflict deatl, on an advancing enemy.

In spite of al! obstacles, the 77th Divi-
sion drove forward in the initial assault
about 1 mile. From then on it continued
to push its way forward, each day’s close

finding hard-won ground behind it, until
by October 1 the division was practically
abreast of the other divisions of the I
Corps, having made a total gain of 4
miles over the d itficult ground on its front.

Outstanding among the deeds of valor
in the Argonne 1~’orest,were those of First.
Lieutenant Dwite 11. Scha[l’ner of the 77L11
Division on September 28. On that day
he led his men in an attack against St.
IIul Jert’s Pavilion, about 5 miles to the
left front from here, captured a strongly
entrenched position after severe hand-to-

Ihand fig lling and by his I,ravery and
contempt of danger inspired his men to
hold fast in the face of three determined
enemy counterattacks. ITe personally
discovered and put out of action a ma-
chine gun that was causing heavy casual-
ties in his company. The third counter-
attack made by the enemy was initiated
by the appearance of a small detachment
calling “Kamerad”, the word used by
German soldiers when they wanted to
surrender. When they were almost with-
in reach of the American front line, the
attacking wave behind them appeared
and assaulted vigorously, causing heavy
casualties in the American platoon hold-
ing the advanced position. Lieutenant

Treks M.innw.lIy Anwricans Going ForIvard Near Iloureuillus, Scpwnllwr 26, 1918



AmericanArtillery in Action Near Varennes

Schaffner mounted the parapet of the
trench, killed a number of the enemy and
finally reached and shot the captain lead-
ing the attack. Dragging this wounded
officer back into the company trenches,
Lieutenant Schaffner secured valuable
information about the enemy strength
and position. As his company was sur-
rounded on three sides for five hours
by strong enemy forces, the undaunted
bravery, gallant soldierly conduct and
leadership displayed by Lieutenant
Schaffner undoubtedly saved the sur-
vivors of his company from death or
capture. For these acts he was awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honor.

The rapid advance made on the first
day by the 91st Divisicn of the V Corps
to just this side of Epinonville, the village
seen to the right of and beyond Cheppy;

by the 35th Division to beyond Cheppy:
and by the right of the 28th Division
to the other side of Varennes partially
outflanked the Argonne Forest and
greatly helped the American troops to
advance through that difficult area.

During this fighting the airplanes under
control of the American Army to a large
extent kept down the German aircraft
and secured valuable information con-
cerning the enemy. The Army badly
needed tanks which in the first two
weeks of the offensive, due to casualties
and the transfer away of some French
units, were greatly reduced in number.

On the following page is reproduced a
section of a wartime map, scale 1/20,000,
showing Vatiquois and its vicinity. This
type of map was the one generally used by
American front-iine units during the war.

(220)
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Before leaving Vauquois Hill a walk to
the left around the top of it will disclose
many large craters, additional evidences
of the war and intereating panoramas.

EN ROUTE VAUQUOISTO NORTH
OP PAR~ DES GRANGES

Leave Vauquois by road to left front.
(26.3 m 42.3 km) From the end of

Vauquois Hill to the next town, Boureuilles,
tl.is road generally runs parallel to the
iormer French front-line trenches.

(27.2 m 43.8 km) Just before reaching
Boureuilles, the zone of action of the 28th
Division during the attack is entered.

The village of Boureuilles has been re-
built on a new site. .The old town, which
was one of the most advanced points in
the German lines, was located just to the
right (north) of the new village. It WM
subjected to severe bombardments during
the four years of war and was completely
destroyed. In 1916 the French exploded
a large mine under the road justsouth of
town to impede an anticipated German
advance. Later the Germans exploded a
mine north of the village. The enormous
craters thus formed greatly hindered the
American operations in 1918 after the

town was captured by the 29th Division.

Temporary roads were first built around

the craters by American Army engineers

and as soon as possible thereafter bridges

were constructed across them.

(27.5 m 44.3 km) At the church in the
town turn to the right.

The tour here turns northward along
the Aire River and follows the general
direction of advance of the I Corps from
September 26 to October 30.

This road was one of the few main roads
in the area of the American advance. It
was of inestimable value in supplying the
soldiers in the front lines with the food,
ammunition, supplies and equipment nec-
essary to continue the attack.

In anticipation of further advances, the
construction of a standard-gauge railroad,
generally following this road, was rushed
from a place 5 miles south of here to the
next town, Varennes. It was later ex-
tended to Grandpr6, 11 miles farther on.
Needless to say it proved of tremendous
value to the American .4rmy.

(27.9 m 44.9 km) Beyond Boureuilles,
the prominent nose of the Argonne Forest
seen to the left front is called the Ci5tes
des Perribres. The front line of the left



PennsylvaniaMemorial at Varennes,1927

brigade of the 28th Division on Septem-
ber 26 and 27 was along the near side of
that nose and on September 27 the 77th
Division was abreast of the 28th Division
farther (WCYin the forest.

A large German ulurlime hcadquur-lers
)tamed “Champ Mahaat” on Frerrch war
W{aps and now (1937) indicated on road
signs as the ‘ ‘Abris du Kronprinz” is
localcd 2 miles 10 ihc left jronl. llccelknt
c.ra IIIplcs o.f Ccrnt aIL rxmcrctc dIfgo14t.s rrre

prescrocfi lhcre. To visit, ll~rn lcfl at
entrance to J’arennes on road to I.e Four de
Paris. About 2 miles farther on turn right
and jollou! s7rIa/[ road for 800 yards.

I.eng/h (J~ side /r-i])- 5 n~iks. !Pitrw rc-
quirrd--3O nlinutes. (See page 316. )

(29.7 m 47.8 km) After entering the
next village, Varennes, a memorial park is
seen to the left. This park was improved
by the State of Pennsylvania in honor of
till of her soldiers who served in the World
War, a large number of whom were
members of the 28th Division.

During the fighting at Varennes on
September 26, Corporal Donald M. Call,
Tank Corps, w,m the Congressional Medal

2Sth l)i vision Engincms Rupairing a Destroyed

lkidgc ar lk>urc,lillrs, Scprumbcr 26, 1918

of Honor. He was driver of a tank,
operating against enemy machine-gun
nests on the western edge of the town,
when half of the tank turret was knocked
off by a direct artillery hit. Choked by
fumes from the high-explosive shell, he
left the tank and took cover in a shell hole
30 yards away. Noticing that the other
member of the tank crew, an ofllcer, had
not followed him, and thinking that he
might be alive, ~Or’J)(lrill Call returned to
the tank under intense machine-gun and
shell fire and gallantly assisted the officer
to reach a place of safety.

Varennes is fiirnous in French history as
the plare where I.ouis XVI and M aric
Antoinette were captured in their attempt
to escape into 13elgium at the beginning of
the French Revolution. The house in
which they spent the night prior to their
capture is the last one of the row on the
right beyond the Pennsylvania monument.

This part of Varennes was captured by
the 28th Division about noon on Septem-
ber 26, shortly before the troops of the
35th Division captured that part of the
village on the other side of the river.

Bridge :tr lknlreL]i Ilcs Afwr I{cpilirs

HJd l~CCIIhl;Ide, Seplcn]lwr 28, 1918



The 2t3th Division llead-
qumters WM located here,
September ?7-30, and the
82d Division }Ieadqu:wters,
from October 4 to9.

(29.9 m48.l km) Atl)ot-
tom ot’ hill torn rigkt and

cross the Aire River.

(:\O.4rr148.91im) Iieyond
town, at first road junclion,
turn to the left.

(32.() m 51,5 km) After
ascendin~ hill, hcvoIId next
main roadfork, at second
snudl crest, the]ine retched
hy the 35’Lh I~ivi>ion on

September 26 [s rrossed.
The ?tlth Divisi,, n was
across the viilley fr{,nl it.

(32.2 m 51.8 km) ‘1’hc first

village seerr to the I{ft front

on the other side of the

river is h!ot)tl)l:iir )ville,(:a~)-

tured hy the right brigade
of the ?Nth Divisii~n early
on the ln(}rniog t~( S(:IItem-
ber 2’7. The division was
held up }Jy heavy machine-
gun fire during tl, at entire
d;ly (In the sh)]),.; beyond
the town. It ll,])UIS(?d a

hostile counterattack tit

village s(!en (III tke hill
down the l’oitd ]s Iltiu]ny,
taken soon after dmk on
Septernl,er 27 I)y troops of
the 35th Divisi{)]l.

(3:1.4 m 53.8 km) Ileyond
Btio]ny, at first road jnnc-

tion, in [kc Iiltlc vall(:y

leading oIT to the ri~ht was

located tl)e front line ulwn
which trool)s of tll(; 1s1
Divisitln relieved tl,e 35th
l)ivisioo [IIIOctt,l)er 1.

(:1:16 11151.1 Lltl) To tll(’
left is seen a projecting

ridge of ttje Arg(]l~ne Forest
plateau, [all(,(l [,(> chef,,!

2S[h L)ivisicrn ‘L’rwips in \’;irc[)ncs, Scptcmbcr 26, 1918

&##

V.ircnn,s, I,o[)ki[)g \\’csc ACL-OSSthe Airc R ivr,-, .Scptcl,]lxr 27, 1918



Tondu. ‘Mc: strong German second posi-
tion had been organized along that ridge
and across the Argonne in a direction
approximately at right angles to this
road. Le Ch6ne Tondu was the scene
of prolonged and intense fighting by the
28th Division for ten days from Sep-
tember 28, the date the division first ob-
tained a foothold on the ridge, until its
capturewiu+f inally completed inan at,tac!k
on the morning of Wlmher 7.

The posiliou held b~ the so-ccdkd “Los1
Ijullulio?l” W(IS it~theAryonne Forest to

was driven back after bitter fighting.
During the fight,ing there Major Joseph

H. Thompson, 28th Division, performed
the heroic acts for which he was awarded
the Congressional Medal of Hrmor.
When his battalion was counterattacked
on September 29, although wounded, he
encouraged his men by constantly brav-
ing the heavy fire of machine guns and
artillery. His courage was largely re-
sponsible for the severe repulse of the
enemy. Ag:iin on October 1, after his
battalion once more had met a strong

the lPJIoj here. TO visit that area, at next
romf junction turn left to Apremo7zL At
j(rr(’tlgcojA/)r,>r)Lo)t[ be[lrriglll orlnurrolu
roud toward Binuruille. f.cngth oj side
tri])--- 4.4 mills. ?’ime requir~yd-1 hour.
(For e.ruri hxx{(ioti and dcscrip/ion of I//e
position, see pugcs 96’2 to 36’5.)

(34.0 m 54.7 IiIll) ‘1’he next village
i~cross the vidlcy is Aprernont. It was
captured by the 28th Division on Sep-
tember 28, the division line that night
being established aroun(i the hill seen
extending to the right from the town.
Twice on September 29 strong German
attacks penetrated the American lines
near Apremont but each time the enemy

German counterattack, the advance of
his assaulting companies was held up by
tire from a hostile machine-gun nest.
All but one of six accompanying tanks
were disabled when Major Thompson,
with great gullantry and coolness, rushed
forward on foot three separate times in
advance of the assaulting lines and under
heavy machine-gun and anti-tank gun
fire led the one remaining tank to within
a few yards of the enemy where it was
successful in putting the machine-gun
nest out of action. This brave deed
permitted the infantry to advance.

(35.5 m 57.1 km) At top of next hill, the
Farm des Granges is passed on the left.



Ahll, ltlt AN [)1)1, I< A’IIONS IN ‘T JII! hll; [Jslt-Alt[; (l NNl; ltl.(, loN 225

[+ 4

.-

Cbte de Maldah Montrefagne Romagne Heights Beauregard Falnl Mont faucon Montlebeau

.,, ,., .,
..yi ---

—. ’-— .--——. - :. -~ >~*- ..-==~r .>
. . .. .. . . . ._ ----.

.,------ j .,. _:

.

l’.III(~rJIII,I l.{)ok. il]g NW IIIC;ISL FIOJII Sc[)p ~u.11- Farnl dcs t;rangcs

(;15.7 lIL EJ7.EI Iii)\) ill, ~Ulld (1}(’ I;irm, ilt

the IICX1 Sllliill crcsl, where u clear view

is ohtaincd to the (runt and right, S’f’ol’.
If the trees ulo)tg the rodd obstruct the

uicm wd)i oj’ front Ills rod s~~jlieictdly to we

I)fe plows poinled out i~h Llle jollowiny ifwt.

Face down the road, which direction
is approximately l]nrth.

‘1’he An~erit.~Llln~ot)Unl{,t)l of] M()]ltfil(l-

c(m is un tile SI{J lil]e to the right re:~r.
The areu uroil]ld this point wus thescene

of prolonged figllling in ]ilt~ Septeml~(’r
and early Octoher 1918 during which tile
Germ:i,)s w(?re d)ivcn frfnn {wre uf lly ]jrc-
pareci defensive Imsiti{ms, c(]ns~ruct~,(l
with the i~le~lth:it they would I)(! impreg-
nable. All gruurld within the range of
vision was captu] (’(l hy the First .Army.

Tile wooded l,ills to the right front,
which w(re known collectively us ltu-
magne ]Ieigllts, :Lre a naturul terrain
feature tllut hall ;Kwn organize{] hy the
Germans inl o a jl,,,vert’ul f[,rtified area,

The Argonne F,,rest, seen across the val-
ley to the h,ft,, 1]:1{1Iwen similarly prepxred

fl)l’ ll(’f{’ll~l] S() t,}lilt t,l’(ll)rki Who iltt(?nlptl’(1

to LI(IV;III(W down tlIe valley of tl]e Aire in
tlw (li~ection tile observer is facing, or over
the open ground ill front of this point,
were nut only sul)jecte{i to frontiai fire
but were caught hy erltiliide fire from
these two strong positions on their flanks.

on the hil]si(ie nlmut. ii mile tu the right
;lre seen t.iIe l)uil(iillgs of Beaorvgimi
l’arrn. ‘1’he mosl prominent pe:ik to the
right, front is culhxi hfontrefagne.

Mmltrelwuu, the l~wgetimhemd area tu
the right rear, w:ts captured on Septerniwr
28 l)y troops of the 35th Division.

on Sef)tcn]her 2!) tile (iivision :lttll~li(’(i
from the e<ige of hfolltrehcmu under ex-
tremely heavy hostile fire and socceedcd
in occupying Beauregard Farm and the
southern slnpe of M rmtrefagne as well :IS
Rxcrmont,, which, invisible from here, lies
in tile V:IIICYllc:ir IIetiuregur(i F:irm. A
severe counteruttuck on that. afternoon
hy fr(.sll German troops, sup]wrte{i l)y n
heavy and well-directed artillery fire
fr(nn the Argonne Forest, forced the
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units of the 35th Division back again to which were too exposed to hold, to its
a position the other side of Montreheau. former lines near Apremont. There, dur-

On that same rf;]y the 28th Division had ing the course of the evening, the division
unusually s(?vere fighting to the left rear repulsed anothm strong German attack.
of this puint Imyond t})e Aire Itiver. lhly After September 29 the efforts of the
in the morning it :dvanccd abuut ~’~mile First Army to adv:lnce ~~iis~d for a few

Ground Gained on Romagne Heights, October 4-10, 1918
. . . ...

“Y‘~.~:Baulny E “;

o 1000 2000
q$~~:,:;:,.,.

3ooo Yds ., =<,,’/’!’,’,’ ~<op, described in text
~ “--” ‘,~,,____

~ Route, described in text

— Front Line ‘-=- Gap in Line —XXX—Corps Boundary
—XX—Division Boundary —X— Brigade Boundary

idon~ tl]e river toward Chitel-Ch6h6r.v, days, except for I(w;L1attacks in the Ar-
the;lll~ige seen to tile left across the vt;lj -gonne F’omst, as it ])rcl):lrcd for a Y(!ll(’Will

ley, :it)d (m tlw open fields ncor the river tu of the ofrensive oll a l:irger scxie.
the left of that place beat off a severe Ger- After repulsing a Germun counterattacli
nmn counterattaclc. That afternoon it (JUthe 30th, the 35th Divisiml, which in
withdrew from its advnnced positions, four days had fought its way forward



A&41i RICAN OPERATIONS” IN TIIU MLiusli-AR(; ONNl, RI, (; ION 217

HIII 223 Argonne Forest Cornay A!re River

.-

.~--. :

P.III(JI;II]];I I.ook i[]~ }Vrst From Srop Ncacl F:II-[1) licS ~l-clll#S

approxim:itely 6 miles, was r[?lieved from
the line on october 1 I)y the 1st Divisiun.

The First Army resumed the offensive
by a general tittack u]I Octolmr 4. The Ist
Division on that day advanrwd in this
direction from beyond Montre}mau, while
the 28111druvv forwar~l slung the near hiltlli

uf the river. TI)O ll(lUll(lilry l) L!tW(X’11 tll(!

two divisions ran along this road.
Supported hy tiuiks and a cx)neen-

trated artillery fire, the 1st Division in a
vigoruus advance co l)tured Montreheau,
Farm des Gronges, l+;~ermont and Ileaure-
gard From, after which it attacked
Montrefagne, hut was unable to take and
hold that hill until tllc following morning.
The 28111 Division pushed forward about
~f mile beyond this puint, driving the
enemy from most of the ground between

this road and the river. The fighting
during October 4 and 5 on the terrain
near here was terrific, the Ist Divisi(m
alone losing nearly 3,500 men.

The hi]] rising ahove the town of
Ch~tel-Ch4h6ry across the valley is I[ill
244. The high, round peak seen inlm(,-
diatcly tu the right of th(: tuwll is lrill
22:3. T!]e village which is ])lain]y seen to
the left front is Curnay.

After the deep advtince of lhe lf’irst
Army near here on October 4 and 5, the
Germans continued to hold the edge uf
the Argonne Forest in this vicinity and
from it kept up a continuous artillery fire
directly along and in rear of the lines uf
the American units on this side of the
river, inflicting heavy casualties.

In order tu exploit tlIe g;lins of tlIe Ist



228 AMERICAN’ OPERA TIOh’S Ihl THE ME USE-ARGONNE REGION

and 2fith Divisions on this side of the German second position (see the sketch on
Argonne, to stop the artillery fire from this page) about 3 miles to the left rear of
the forest and to relieve a detachment of this point, and if successful would force
the 77th Division (the “Lost Battalion”) the enemy to withdraw from that position
which had gone ahead of the rest of its and all of the Argonne Forest.
division on October 2 and had been On the night of October 6 the 82d
surrounded for several days in the Ar- Division took over a portion of the 28th

Ground Gained by I Corps in Argonne Forest
Ott.7-10, 1918

— Front Line ---- Gap in Line —XXXX— Army Boundary
—xxx— Corps Boundary —x x— Division Boundary

rronne Forest to the left rear of here, it Division line along the river, to the left
was decided to launch an attack from front of here. Tie next morning both
this vicinity straight at the German divisions attacked toward the Argonne
positions near Chitel-Ch6h6ry and Cor- Forest, the boundary line between them
nay. An attack in that direction would passing just north of ChMel-Ch6h&y.
threaten the flank and rear of the hostile This daring attack was remarkably
forces which were then holding the strong successful in spite of desperate resistance.
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The 28th Division promptly captured
Chfdel-Ch6h6ry and Hill 244, and the
82d Division took Hill 223 and the high
ground beyond the river between here
and Cornay. Because of this advance
the Germans in the Argonne Forest began
a retirement during that day to a line ex-
tending to the reader’s left from Cornay,
approximately at right angles to the line
of vision when facing that place. While
tile attack was progressing, the 77th
Division advanced from the south and
effected the rescue of the survivors of the
~’Lost Battalion”, whose prolonged defense
of an isolated position entirely within the
enemy lines was an extraordinary and
thrilling exploit. (See pages 337 and 362.)

On October 8 the 28th and 82d Divi-
sions again attacked. They reached and
held against a vicious counterattack posi-
tions controlling a road and light railway
at the top of the ridge beyond Hill 223,
thus cutting the most important north
and south communications available to
the German Army in the forest. That
night the 82d Division took over the
front of the 28th, and in the next two
days pushed the retreating Germans from
the wooded heights seen just beyond and
to the right of Comay, while the 77th
Division, on its left, advanced rapidly
northward, meeting slight opposition.

In the course of the fighting on October
8 occurred the extraordinary exploits of
Private Fkst Class Alvin C. York, 82d
Division. The advance of his regiment
across the valley beyond Hill 223 being
held up by heavy fire from machine guns
on the wooded slope at the left end of the
valley, Private York was one of a patrol
of 17 men who were sent out to get be-
hind and silence the machine guns.

Carefully working their way through
the woods behind the enemy line, the
Patrol surprised a battalion commander
and a large group of men in a clearing.
The Americans attacked and most of the
Germans had thrown up their hands to
surrender when a number of German
rifles and machine guns, on a hillside a
short distance away, opened fire killing
and wounding nine of the patrol. From

28rh Division Artillery Firing While Under
a Gas Bombardment

this time on, Private York, who was
nearest the firing, assumed command.
The other members of the patrol took
cover and fired only a few shots in the
fighting which followed, as they occupied
themselves in guarding the German
soldiers who had previously surrendered.

Sheltering himself to some extent be-
hind the prisoners who were flat on the
ground Private York, in the face of the

%ge~nr Alvin C. York,
82d Division, February 7, 1919
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terrific fire, opened rapid fire with his rifle
and later with his pistol. He maintained
this fire until he, alone, had killed more
than 15 of the enemy and had forced the
remainder of them to surrender.

Forming the prisoners in a column Pri-
vate York distributed the seven remain-
ing men of his patrol along it and started
back tc the American lines with the Ger-
man battalion commander in front of
him. More Germans were encountered
on the way and were forced to surrender.
Private York brought back to the Amer-
ican lines three wounded members of the
original patrol and 132 prisoners, includ-
ing five German officers. Largely on
account of Private York’s exceptional
coolness, skill with firearms, bravery and
leadership his regiment was able to con-
tinue its advance on this day. For his
exceptional exploits he was awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Meanwhile, the 1st Division had con-
solidated its gains made on October 5 and
had carried on active patrolling. It was
assigned to the V Corps on October 7
preparatory to making a general attack

with that corps. On October 8 consider-
able fighting took place on the hills seen
to the right of Montrefagne, one of the
hills, Hill 269, being captured on that day
by a battalion of 1st Division engineer:.

In the fighting there the next da>.,
Sergeant Wilbur E. Colyer, Engineers,
1st Division, won the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Volunteering with two
other soldiers to locate machine-gun nests,
Sergeant Colyer advanced on the hostile
positions to a point where he was half
surrounded by the nests, which were in
ambush. He killed the gunner of one
machine gun with a German grenade and
then turned this machine gun on the other
nests, silencing all of them before he
returned to his platoon. He was later
killed in action against the enemy.

On October 9 the 1st Division attacked
with the V Corps and stormed the long
wooded ridge seen to the left of and be-
yond Montrefagne. On the next day it
seized C8te de Maldah, the double-crested
ridge seen to the left of the wooded ridge.
The taking of these ridges completed the
capture of this end of Romagne Heights.
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1st Division Ardiery in Fl&ille, &rober 12, 1918

During these two days the 181st Bri-
gade of the 91st Division was attached to
the 1st Division and fought on its right
flank, gaining considerable ground.

In the desperate fighting near here the
lst, 28th, 77th and 82d Divisions and the
brigade of the 91st Division suffered
a total of almost 18,000 casualties. Con-
stantly attacking, undaunted by almost
insuperable obstacles and the incessant
demands on their strength, the American
soldiers on these fields rose to supreme
heights of sacrifice and heroism.

Illustrative of these characteristics are
the deeds performed by Private Michael
B. Ellis, 1st Division, on October 5 on
the slopes to the north of Exermont.
During the entire day’s engagement he
operated in advance of the first wave of
his company, voluntarily undertaking
most dangerous missions, attacking and
reducing machine-gun nests singlehanded.
Flanking one emplacement he killed two
of the enemy with rifle fire and captured
17 others. Later he advanced under
hea-:.- fire and captured 27 prisoners,

inciiic]ing two officers, and six machine
guns. Soon thereafter he captured four
other machine guns and their crews, at
all times showing marked heroism and
fearlessness. For his outstanding bravery
and great accomplishments he was award-
ed the Congressional Medal of Honor.

EN ROUTE NORTH OF FARM DES GRANGES

TO NEAR MARTINCOURT FARM

(35.9 m 57.8 km) While descending
the hill, to the right in the valley, the
town of Exermont can be seen.

The next village, F16ville, after having
been taken but not held by units of the
1st Division on October 4, waa finally
captured by the division on October 9.

(37.1 m 59.7 km) In town turn to the
left and cross the Aire River valley.

(37.6 m 60.5 km) While ascending the
next hill, Cornay is seen ahead. Troops
of the 82d Division entered that town
before dark on October 8 and after mop-
ping up part of it withdrew about mid-
night. On October 9, after a hard fight,
they drove the Germans from the village
about 11:00 a. m. Shortly after noon
the enemy launched a counterattack with
artillery preparation and recaptured Cor-
nay, surrounding in it a small force of
Americans who fought desperately from
house to house before being killed or
captured. The town was finally taken
and held during October 10.

(38.0 m 61.2 km) At the top of the hill,
turn sharply to the right.

(39.1 m 62.9 km) Beyond the next
road junction at the top of the first
crest, where an extensive panorama is ob-
tained to the right front and right, STOP.
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I Bois de Eourgogne B?is des Loges Champ, gneulle HII! 289

The nearest village is St. Juvin which
is on the other side of the Aire River.

Face that town, which direction is
approximately north.

Montfaucon is visible to the right rear,
just to the left of Montrefagne, the
wooded peak in that direction.

Note that the Aire River, which the
tour has been following in a general way
since leaving Boureuilles, changes direc-
tion not far from St. Juvin and runs ap-
proximately west in front of here, toward
the left directly across the line of vision
of the observer. (See sketch on page 234.)

The Hindenburg Line in this region
was just to the observer’s right of CMe
de Ch~tillon, the conspicuous isolated
wooded peak with the abrupt side seen
to the right; passed just this side of
Champigneulle, the village seen on top
of the hill to the left of St. Juvin; and
extended along the heights seen to the

1st Division Artillery, With Machine Gun
Mounred for Anti-Aircrafc Defense,

Moving Toward the Front

Panorama From

left of that place. That position had

been thoroughly studied and surveyed
earlier in the war, and locations for
artillery and machine guns had been
carefully selected and indicated on the
ground. Some shelters and trenches had
been constructed, others were traced, and
much barbed wire had been laid before
October 1918. The great strength of the
position lay, however, not so much in the
works constructed on it as in the natural
features of the ground and the thorough
coordination of the tire power of all
weapons, planned in accordance with the
highest art of defensive warfare perfected
by the German Army during their previ-
ous four years of intensive fighting.

St. Juvin was included in the outpust
position of the Hindenburg Line which had
also been strongly organized. for defense.

When the I Corps arrived in this
vicinity on the afternoon of October 10,
its attempt to cross the Aire River dis-
closed that the bridges had been de-
stroyed and that the enemy was strongly
holding the Hindenburg Line and its
outpost line on the far side of the valley.
The corps was therefore faced, in front
and to the left of here, with the almost
impossible task of crossing the valley and
storming the formidable positions there.

The front line established by the Arm?
on October 10 was to the reader’s right
of CMe de Ch8itillon; just to the right of
Sommerance, the village seen to the right
across the vane y; included M mincourt
Farm, seen in the trees to the right front:
and continued tn the left on IEk side of
the Aire River for approximate;:: 4 miles
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Barr! court Heights C5te de Ch~tillon Montrefagrre

Martlncourt Farm ~ommerance Mont faucon

~
I 11

~:JP ~~ear Marcq

On October 11 the 1st Division, the
left division of the V Corps, sent patrols
into Sommerance. The 82d Division,
whose zone of action ran from that town
to just beyond the nose of the hill seen to
the left, launched determined attacks that
same day. The right of its line, which
was beyond the river, was advanced to
the open ground seen just over the roof
Of Martincourt Farm. The left of the
division started from this vicinity in an
attempt to capture St. Juvin. The as-
sault units crossed the river in a fog on
bridges which the engineers had repaired.
LTnfortunately the fog lifted while they
were still close to the far bank and they
were caught on open ground by severe
machine-gun fire. After suffering heavy
casualties, they were forced to return to
their lines on this side of the. river.

There were no American attacks in
this vicinity on October 12 and 13 as the
units reorganized and consolidated their
positions. During that period of time the
42d Division relieved the lst. On the
afternoon of October 13 a strong German
counterattack against that part of the
Wd Division line to the right front across
the river was driven back.

On October 14, in conjunction with the
French Fourth Army on its left, the First
Army launched a vigorous assault. On
th~spart of the front the I Corps attacked
w-it~~the 82d and 77th Divisions in line,
the boundary between the divisions pass-
ing just to the right of St. Juvin.

The 82d Division, on the right, in a
dashing attack advanced about ~< mile,
reaching the Hindenburg Line to the

right of St. Juvin and holding most of
its gains in spite of a counterattack.
Some Gf its units fought in the right part
of the town. The 7’ith Division cap-
tured St. Juvin and many prisoners in
the town but all its efforts to cross the
river in force to the left front were un-
successful until after dark. Then it
reached and held as a salient in its line
the last building, named La Lairesse on
wartime maps, seen in the valley to the
left of St. Juvin. That night the front
line of the division was on the other side
of St. Juvin and close to it.

The next day the assault planned for
early in the morning was delayed by a
strong German attack with heavy artil-
lery preparation, made about 6:45 a. m.,
in the vicinity of St. Juvin. This was
beaten off, the American troops, particu-
larly a machine gun company of the 82d
Division which had seized a part of the ~

Tank and Supply V’agon Blown Up by a
German Road Mine North of Fl+vi[le,

October 12, 1918
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hill north of St. Juvin just before the seen to the riuht. During that dav the
i~t til(.li, inflitlillg s[,vt,rc If)ss{,s on tile
enemy. Later in the day t}le left of the
8“d Division advanced almut 500 yards
to a position on the hill north of St.
Juvin in contact with this company.
‘I%e 77th Division attacked Grandpr6,
a vi]lnge to the left 3 miles away which
will IN’ ]mssi,d through 1:)1(win th(? tour,
b\ltitsattell~l)tstog:lirl afoothold inthe
town were unsuccessful until next day.

The 77th Division was relieved hy the
78th Division on October 16, after having
lwen in tile line since Scptemher 21 and
hilVillg adva])((,(l iil)out 1 I miles through
the dmse t~,rrilin of the Argonne.

On Orto)xkr 1G after hliving tried to
capt.llrc the hill {In the two previous days
the 4!d Division in a I)rilliant. assault
storm~’d nlid twl~tlwed C6te de Chfitillon,

78th ill)(l 82(1 Divisions in vigorous
attacks reuched tile new- side of Cham-
pigneulle, the village seen to the left of
St. Juvin, but due to heavy hostile shell-
fire could not hold their gains.

The att;lcks of the 78th and 82d Divi-
sions in front of here were continued
from Oclf)lwr 17 to 1!). This fighting
was of a desperate character, the attack-
ing forces suffering many casualties from
the incessant fire of the Germun batteries
in the II{)is de 130urgogne, the large wooded
area on tl!e sky line to the k?ft front.

one of the altucks on October 17 gained
a foothol(i in the Bois des Loges, the
wood extending over the nearest high
hill seen to the left front} which wus a

strong position in the Hindenhurg Line
ftiirly bristling with machine guns, and
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another assault on October 19 reached
Belle joyeuse Farvi,. seen tn the left front
just below the n{:,r edge of the Ibis de
Bourgogne. By ( },.tober 20, however, it
had Jreen proved ~hat the German de-
fellSeS a~roSS the IiVer Were tOIJ StrOng
to be t alien w ith{,il t further preparations
so, on that day, 1lie ‘itlth Division was
ordered back fron) its advanced positions
and established it+ line to the left front
along the road ac?~s the valley marked in
places I)y the roi of trees. The line of
the 82(1 Divisi,,l) remained beyond St.
,Juvin, and on ~![ (I]JCTi?l that part-of it
/.0 ll)e rigl)t of S1 Juvin was advanced:,.
shout 500 yards v.1lh little ol}pos ition.

Although the IJ.ttle died down in frorrt
of here on Oct[}l)l , 22, the 78th Division
:lttat!li{!(l contil! llsly in the vicinity of
Grand[)r6 until ~I{: 27th, advancing its
lines in hitter fir
Because the At,
there were so I,
(he front was S(
Germans ol)p(,:
best troops. (
of the lt~st rn:i j
Army OILNov I,
m the (}ermall
I)il(l 1)(>(>11drawl
lJrF, r’:ttIl(t’ (1!
(~h~tillf}], at WI
of the Army w,,

The r:lsual ii,
an(l 4’2(1 l)ivisi ,

,[ing more than 1 mile.
, ican efiorts to il(fviillce

istent and the place on
! an important one, the

(]le ilttiiCkS with their

.swluently, the success
o(fensive of the First

wr 1 was greatly aided
[tention in this region
,} the front netir CIrand-
I tll:lt I)(,ilt’ C6L(1 (1(,
h point the vital thrust
ii(~tually made.
of the 77th, 78th, 82d

IIS in this r{~gi(jn fn)m

October 11 to the end of the month were
in excess of 13,000 o[flcers and men.

The Army prepared for its attack of
November 1 with great care and made
full use of the lessons learned in its pre-
vious fighting in this region. The various
coml]ut organizations which composed it
were by that time well-coordinated fight-
ing units, fully tested in battle, and
formed together a superb fighting force.

All three corps of the First Army on
this side of the Meuse lliver were involved
in the attack. The V Corps, in the cen-
ter, whicfi was already beyond the llin-
denhurg Line, was expected to make the
greatest advance. Its immeditite ol}jec-
tive was Barricourt Iieights, the high
ground seen on the sky line just over and
to the right of Martincourt Farm. The
111 Corps on the right. was to pivot towiir(l

the Meuse ltiver. Tlw 1 Corps on this
tlank was to protect the left of the 1’
Corps and to move forward as rapidly as
possible. Its objective for the first day
was the nigh ground 4 miles away, seen
just over the center of St. ,Juvin.

T}]e attack was launched at 5:30 in the
morning und was an outstanding success
from the start. The J’ Corps, with the 2d
Division in line on this side of C6te de
Chfitill{)n :111(1tlIc H$)th(In the other si(lc
of it, drove forwwxl rapi(lly :md by curly
afternoon had captured the Barricourt
]Jeights, thus making certain an exten-
sive (l(,rm:in rctirvmont i]) this region.
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The I Corps, in front of here, jumped
off with the 80th, 77th and 78th Divi-
sions in line from right to left, the 80th
and 77th having relieved the 82d to take
part in the attack. The 80th Division
was on that part of the front located in
the area seen over Martincourt Farm,
the 77th Division was beyond St. Juvin,
and the front of the 78th ran from the
building, La Lairesse, previously pointed
out in the valley to the left front, on to
the left for approximately 4 miles.

On November 1 the I Corps met stub-
born resistance. The 80th Division was
held in the left of its zone of action but its
right drove forward rapidly in conjunction
with the 2d Division and captured part of
the wooded hill, Hill 289, seen on the sky
line halfway between St. Juvin and Mar-
tincourt Farm. That hill can be easily
identified (1937) by the high isolated tree
cn its summit. The 77th Division gained
some ground on the ridge to the right of
Champigneulle while the 78th captured
Bellejoyeuse Farm and a small section of
the nearest part of the Bc& des Loges.

Due to the deep penetration by the V
Corps, the Germans withdrew most of
their troops on this part of the front dur-
ing tbe night cf November 1-2, leaving
behind machine gun units to delay the
American advance. On November 2 that
resistance was overcome and all divisions
of the I Corps moved rapidly northward.

The Bois de Bourgogne and the adjoin-
ing woods form a large forest area similar
in character to the Argonne. On Novem-
ber 1 strong attacks were not made
against that area but its eastern edge was
heavily shelled with persistent gas. Its
evacuation was forced by the advance in
front of here and the advance of the
French Fourth Army on the other side of
it. From the time when, on Novem-
ber 3, the 78th Division made con-
tact with a French division at Boult-
aux-Bois, about 9 miles to the left front
from here, the Bois de Bourgogne was
definitely in Allied hands.

The Army continued to push forward
vigorously until November 7 when
American troops were on the hills domi-
nating Sedan, 24 miles directly to the
front of here. It then changed the di-
rection of its attacks and on November
11, the day of the Armistice, it wxs
driving forward to tbe reader’s right
beyond the Meuse River.

The tour now goes west to Grandpr4
and at that place reverses its direction
and turns to the east along the far bank of
the Aire River, traversing as far as the
Meuse River ground captured during the
month of October. The tourist must be
careful from now on to note the dates of
the various events as at this stop the op-
erations on this part of the Army front ha~-c
been described up to the end of the w:!:.

Terrain Near Marcq; Note the Barbed V7ire
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Ground Gained Near Grandpre by 77th and 78th Divisions
October 10-31, 1918

EN ROUTE NEAR MARTINCOURT FARM Most of the town is situated against a

TO EAST OF SOMMERANCE steep blti upon which was located a
(39.9 m 64.2 km) Continue through citadel of great, strength. ‘l’his citadel,

the next village, Marcq, which was cap- which was part of the outpost position
tured on October 10 by soldiers from both
the 77th and 82d Divisions.

(40.2 m 64.7 km) At the far edge of the
village the zone of action of the 77th
Division during its advance is entered.

(41.1 m 66.1 km) While approaching
the next vilJage, Chevi&es, to the right
front on the ridge across the valley is
seen the road, marked by the row of trees,
from which the 78th Division jumped off
for the attack on November 1.

(41.6 m 66.9 km) Continue through
Chevi&es, which was captured on Octo-
Ler 10 by trooFs of the 77th Division.

(42.6 m 6s.6 km) Beyond the next hill,
the village seen ahead is Grandpr6. It
was the scene at different times of stub-
born fighting by the i?th and 78th Divi-
sions, the 77th entering the town just
before its relief by the Tgth on October 16.

of the Hindenburg Line, was captured
by the 78th Division on October 23,
after it had been attacked on previous
occasions by troops of that division as
well as by those of the 77th Division.

It was for deeds performed on the 23d
while a member of the assaulting party
which stormed and captured the citadel,
that Private Edward Rischmann, 78th
Division, waa awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross. He scaled the wall and
alone entered a dugout in which he
captured .45 Germans, holding them
m%oners until assistance arrived.

The Germans clung desperately to
the remainder cf the bluff for the next
four days. It was finally captured after
sufficient ground had been gained to its
left and rear (as seen from here) to permit
an assault to be made from the rear.
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On October 26 during the operations
at Grandpr6, Sergeant William Sawelson,
7Sth Division, performed the heroic act
for which he was given the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Hearing a wounded
man in a shell hole some distance away
calling for water, Sergeant Sawe!son,
upon his own initiative, left shelter and
crawled through hea~y machine-gun
fire to where the man lay, giving him
.,~kat water he had in his canteen. He
then went back to his own shell hole,
obtained more water, and was returning
to his wounded comrade when he was
killed by a bullet from a machine gun.

(43.2 m 69.5 km) In the center of the
village of Grandpr6, turn to the right.

(43.3 m 69.7 km) While proceeding
to exit of town, to the left on the high
bluff may be seen glimpses of the massive
walls of the citadel. Its extreme strength
and that of the German positions near by
are more evident from this point.

(44.0 m 70.8 km) To the left front is
seen the Farm des Loges, captured by the
7Sth Division on October 19 after severe
hand-grenade fighting. It was given up
the next day as the position was too
isolated to hold without excessive losses.

Rising above the farm is the Bois des

Grandpr6 is on one of the two main
passes traversing the plateau upon which
are located the Argonne Forest and the
Bois de Bourgogne. Throughout the
agr= these passes have been natural routes
Of Irsvel. Grandpr6 itself is reported to
ha~-e been founded by followers of Clovis
about 500 A. D. The village has been
subjected to much severe fighting during
its long and eventful history.

(42.9 m 69.0 km) After crossing the
railroad near Grandpre turn to the right.

Loges which was an ideal defensive posi-
tion for the Germans. The smooth
regular slopes on the lower part of the
hill afforded an excellent field of fire and
the wood at the top served to give fine
protection and concealment for the Ger-
man movements. The hill was attacked
by the .$merican forces on a number of
occasions but was never captured until
after the German troops had started their
withdrawal from this part of the front
during the night of >-ovember 1-2.
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(45.5 m 73.2 lim) Beyond crest of
next hill, to the right front across the
valley is seen Marcq and to its left Mar-
Iincourt Farm. These were just within
the American lines on October 1(1. The
difficulty of ad~ancing across the valley
and up these steep slopes in the face of
rifle, machine-gun and artillery fire is
better appreciated from here.

(46.4 m 74.7 km) While approaching
the next village, St. Juvin, extending to
the left from it is seen the hill, in the out-
post position of the Hindenburg Line,
which was captured by the 82d Division
on October 15 after a hard fight.

(47. 1 m 75.8 km) Continue through
St. Juvin, captured on October 14 by the
77th Division after a severe struggle.

(47.4 m 76.3 km) Beyond town, the
railroad seen to the right crossing the

..valley was not there during the war.
At road junction mentioned in the rut

paragraph is located a monument erected
.b~the 1d Division listing those o~ the dioi-
.@oTzwho were killed in the“fighting in its
.~,~ of actwn which was near here.

~ (48.0 m 77.2 km) At the next road,.,
‘junction, turn to the left.
. ~ This road and the next village, Som-
rnerance, were captured by the 82d Divi-
sion on October 11. The division front
line from that date to October 13 was
along the top of the ridge seen to the left.

(49.4 m 79.5 km) At main road juhc-
tion in town, bear right toward Romagne.

After the battle had progressed beyond
Sommerance, the partially destroyed
church in the village was used by the
Americans as a first-aid station.

(50.4 m 81.1 km) Beyond town, at the
crest where a clear view is obtained of
the ground to both sides, STOP.
:: Face to the left, which direction is
approximately north.
<. Landr~+t-St. Georges, invisible from
be, is in a valley 1)4 miles to the front.
‘ The 1st Division, the left division of the
V Corps, fought ita way forward to this
Pobt on October 10, the same day that
the 82d Division of the I Corps reached the
~cinity of Martincourt Farm, the place
nmr which we have recently stopped.
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American Observer Jumping From
Captive Balloon

The high ground immediately in rear
of here, which is part of the west end of
Romagne Heights, was captured by the
1st Division in a series of well executed
attacks. The fire of all available artillery
of the division was concentrated upon
each hill individually, while the infantry
pushed close up, prepared to assault. At
a tixed time the artillery shifted to a new
target and the infantry charged the hill,
occupying it before the remaining Ger-
mans had time to leave their shelters and
offer sufficient resistance to stop the
progress of the American troops.

CtXe de Maldah, the ground slop-
ing up to the left rear from here, was
taken on October 10, about the same
time that the division advanced through

Machine Gun Unit in Position at S[. Juvin,
November 1, 191s
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[ Ground Gained on Romagne Heights, October 10-31, 19181

the nearest part of the Bois de Romagne,
the large wood seen to the right front.

The 1st Division was relieved by the
42d Division on october 12. In its 12
days of battle near here it had driven
forward more th:m 4 miles through the
difficult terrain of Romagne Heights.
Its wwuiLILi[:sj to some extent a mw<is-
Ilr(, of its eX(:el)tiollill ilccolll])li sllnl(:llt,

rmched the heavy total of over 8,200
nwTl, the greutest casuu]ties of any division
in the hleuse-Argonne offensive.

When the 42d Division took over the
1st Division sector it fil(!(?(l the IIinden-
hurg Line which on this front included
Hi]l 288, the left one of the three hills seen
to the right; C6te de Chfitillon, the prom-
inent oval-shaped hill to the right front;

and the low bare ridge sloping off to the
left from the woods on Cdte de Chatillon.
The task of the division was to penetrate
that line; and this, after repeated at-
tempts, it successfully accomplished.

In the general attack of the First Army
on October 14, the 42d Division jumpe(i
off all along its front. On the right, after
overcoming stubl)orn rwsistunce, it I12ilr!hd
the crest of Hill 288. Determined as-
saults made against COte de Chitillon
from the far edge of the Bois de Romagne
were stopped at the thick bands of
barbed wire located on the open slopes
),elow the woo(i w,en on that hi]]. In
front an[i to tl]e left front from here, the
division advanced in spite of heavy ar-
tillery fire and dug in that night at the
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fur side of the S1]U1lIJWvalley, tnarked kJy
the few scattered trees, almut ~i mile away,

During the fighting on October 14
Private Michael A. l>imirl~lsunj 42d Divi-
sion, won the Congressional M edtil of
1[onor. The a,lvanco of his regiment
having been ch(,tlicd l~y intense ma[hine-
gun fire of the enemy, who were en-
trenched on tli(l ()]xvl ri(lge IJeyond tile
wdley in front (.: here, ltis company re-
tired to reor~; ctnize, leaving several
wounded near t I.e enemy lines. Of his
own volition, in i,roud daylight and with
utter disregard f ijr his own safety, he acl-
vancrxl to the cwst of the hi!l, rrscue(l
(me of his wou Ildcxl comrades, and re-
turned under intt,nse fire to his own lines.
IIe r{?peatl’d this llcr(~ie a(t until }){: 11:1([
l,rrmgl)t ill all t}){ meli, six in IIuml)er.

On Octolwr 15 Ilw atiu(ks w(’rc?({)rllin-
ued. on the right the division front line
was advanced t l,rougl~ t he wnmls to a
point about mi{iway between I~ill 288
iind C6te de Chfiti]lon. Substantial
gains were made in frent of here hut tlw
ground captured was so exposed to hostile
fire thut it had to he f;iven up. The
fighting on that day was very bitter, the
(?nerny making many counterattacks.

During the atl :1(’liS on October 14 an(l
15 in tlm dirwLim of IJtin(lrcs-et-St.
Georges, I,ieutenant Colonel William J.
Donovan, 42d . I~ivision, personally led
the assault wave of his regiment. Jt’hen
his troops were suf~ering heavy casualties
he encouraged all near him by his daring
example, moving among his men in ex-
posed positions, reorganizing (Iecimate(l

platoons and accompanying them for-
ward in ass:il~lts. ~fl’]le~l]Ie was woun[le{l

in the leg hy a nm(,hiue-grrn hu]let, 1]0
refused to be cvavu ated and con tin uwl
with l~is unit urltil it willlflrmv to a It,sh
exposwl posit i{)n. For this galla])t acti[))l
IJieutenant Colonel Donovan was award-
ed the Congressional Me(lal (If IIonor.

on the next cloy, Octohm 16, as a result
of persistent t?flurts und :3killfUl maneu-
vering, the formid u}jle (l(,fenscs of C6te
de Chiitillon were Ix’netratwl and the hill
was c%ptured and l~eld in spite of the most
desperate efforts on the part of the Ger-

muns to retalie it. Taking that domi-
nating strong point marlied the climax of
the splendid services of the 42d Division
on this partit.u]ar l):ittlc front.

In t.llis fighting Private ‘lY]mnas C.
Neibaur won the Congressional Lledal
of Ilunor for his hwwic explwts. Soon
after i he crest of C6te de Chfitil]un was
reached he was swt out with aIl auto-
matic rifle squacl to enfilade enemy

machine-gun nests. Just as he set up

his fgun he was shot through both legs
lJy fire from a m~ichine gull supporting a
German CI)ullteral.tilcli. The German
wuve come un, all I)ut surrounding the
squad, and allhougl~ every man in it was
either killed or wounded, Private Neil)ilur

(J(mt.rflll(wl to (IpL, rate tll(, g-1111. Dill! to

his fire :lnll tl)nt from llle skirmish lill~
of his Corn])illly, 100 yar~ls 1)~’hind IIim,
the Germans halted and took cover.
Four of them, who attacked Private
Neihaur at close quarters, he liilled.
T}len moving out alone among the enemy
lying near l)y, he captured 11 men at tile

Gcrli!;tnNliichincGun am](Jl>survfirlollPmr
Nc.Ir GI-JIILlpr:
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point of his ~)istol at)(l I)rougl)t tl)em into

tlIe American lines, ‘1’he defeat of this

count eratta(, k was dLIe tu a large extent

to the in(lividual cfloris of l>rivate hTei-

baur, whose exploits greatly impr(~ved the
mor:de of his ljattalion as they took place
wainst the sky line in full view of it.

Am{lng the men who were awarded
Distinguisllwl Service Crossc?s for their
I]ravery at Cfite de Chfitill{)n on this
dily WilS Ctjrporal .Ioseph 1(;.I’ruett of lJle
42d Division. After a daring dash with
his platoon across open ground swept by
machine-gun fire, he saw an enemy
machine &gLln crew lweparing to ol)en fire
upon the tlanli and rear of his position.
Sin~lehanded he attacked, using enemy
grenades, drove the crew into a dugout
and by bombing the entrance to the

A Trench of the Hindenburg Line in rl]e
IIois <k IIxl:tllcvillc, NovcIIIbcc 3, 1918

dugout, he elfected the capture of fuur
German officers, 64 men and four heavy
machine guns. With remarkable gallan-
try this soldier hiid thus put out of action
an enemy force th~~twould have critically
thre:ltened ii success alrwidy gained.

After october 16 the positions captured
were consolidated and no further efforts
to advance were made by the 42d Divi-
sion. Its front line thcu extended from
the far side u! C6te de CILitillon to a
point ai~out the same distance away from
this point to the left front.

Early on the morning of November 1
the 2d Division passed t}uwugh the 42d
Division, and taking part in the Army
offensive of that date attacked straight
aheiid. Supported by heavy artillery
fire, it quickly overcame the German
resistance in front of here, captured
Landres-et-St. Georges and by nightfall
had advanced approximate y 6 miles.

The road followed from here to Ro-
magne runs generally east and west and
wtis entirely within the front lines of the
American Army before October 15.

EN ROUTE EAST OF SOMMERANCE TO TIIE

MEUSE-ARGONNE AMERICAN CEMETERY

(52.2 m 84.0 km) After entering large
waod, at second abrupt right bend in road,
the tour is passing over the northern slope
of Hill 288, whose crest lies to the right.
On October 14 the summit of the hill was
reached by the 42d Division which, on
the next day, advanced about )< mile to
the left of this road in the general direc-
tion of Ci3te de Chfitillon.

(52.6 m 84.7 km) Beyond next sharp
right bend in road, the znrw of action of
the 32d Division is entered.

(53.2 m 85.6 lim) After entering first
clearing, to the right is seen the rear side
of C6te Dame Marie, a highly-organized
and important strong point of the
Hindenburg Line. It was encircled and
captured by the 32d Divisinn in severe
fighting on October 14. During that
day the division fought its way forward
to a line about ~j mile to the left of the
road we are now traveling. Its signal
victory here is described at the next stop.
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(51.3 m 87.4 km] \’,rhile descending the
next sleep hill, to lhc i ight front may be ob-
tained glimpses cf ihi chapel und fia~poles
located in the hfeust-Argonne American
Cc,mt,tery, wl, irh is the next stop.

Be~ofzd vill{[ge cemetery at enbmzce to

next knvrz is a /urge (;. Ymarz milikr~ ce7rLe-

krU. To visi/, bear l[,jt u.! roucf jerk a~

village cerneter!~. Rejoin tour at church in
llonmgne, which cdN !Msee~zjrom cemetery
entra?zce. Time o~si(lt: trip— 10 mzinzdes.

The next town, Rolnaflne, was captured
by the Wd Divisi{, n before noon on
October 14. A large German sup~ly
depot located there f,ll into the hands cf
the advancing Am(.ricans. l’he town
was the 90th Divjsiort I{eadquarters,

October 31-Novemhcr 3, u.nd III Corps
I[eadquimtersfmrn November3 to 10.

(54.6 m87.9 km) Atthechurchin Ro-
magrzc-sous- Mont f:\ucon, tzzrntothc Iefi.

(54.7 m 88.0 km) lleyzmd the bridge i.1
the center of tlw town, turn to the Iefl.

Allwicm CcnwCcryatRczmgnc,
May 1919

,k1.
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Enrr:itxcc toI I,c hfel,.c-. r\ g[mne

~ClllL CC~Y ~h.lid

(55.6 ltk S!).5 l.~IIJl~nl{r the c(:nl(, t(ry,

proceed slowly 10 t’ur cntr;ince, turn right,

aM!Cfld hitl (0 Chll]JCl ;111(1 ~r[’ol’.

This is the Ixrgwt I,( the American
military cemet,t’ries in Europe. lt is
fittingly loc~lted IIe,w ttl,: center of the
area where the li~tr<lt,s[/\(Ii{,ri(.wl figljting
of the war occurled. fll ,re than 14,200”
soldiers are IJuri(.1 on this hillsirk?} most
of whnm fell during the uperatit)ns of ttje
First Army between September 26 and
November 11. In 1922 bodies were
brought here from the Vosges Mountains,
from the ilrea tJII tlw ollI(’r side of t.lIc
Argonne F,)rt,st, utid frtjnl {Jt,fwpied (;or-
many. Many of those who died at .4rch-
angel, Russia, wore latt?r moved to this
place. Almost every unit of the Anwri-
can ~xpeditionwy lJorccs is represented
try one or nl(jre l)uritils in this rernetery.

The permul]~,r)t inl[)r, wements of tile
cemetery were c!,m])l[,tt’(1 in 1931. T]](?
ljuildings X(N)SS1I)(Il:ill(!, t’r,,m the gr;lvv
tiren cent.aili a rf,i (l}[il)ll J!Mll~ifor tilt, ((Jtl-
venience of visil~lrs, tl~(,(Illi{t, {)[ t}l(, sll])~.r-
inten(lellt, wlI(Jr(J itl(l[iiri(:j (,otl(.(,rt)it]jg tlit,

location of a ]mr{ icul:,u griivt, and f{,r

other information may he m:icle, and a
~eW roollk+” Whi(;h hllVt! 1)(3I3I1 fUrlliShed

so that the relatives of thuse buried in
the cemetery can spend the night.

An attractive development has heen
tnade nt tile center of the cemetery, illld the

pools there with their fluwers and gold-
fish are a n(?ver-fi~iling source uf interest
to visitors from t}le surrounding region.

An idea of the size of tl)e cemetery is ol)-

tained when it is realized that the rlis-
tance between the two main entrtinces is
600 yards upd that the stone wall :lruund
the cemetery is more than Ij< miles long.

The chapel is a splendid example of
modern architecture of tl]e ltom:inesflur
style. The imlmsing main f,ntrvnce is

surmou]]te(l l)y a sculptured l)as-relief in
whit}) the figures represent Crrief and

Illtcrior \’ie\vof the Mrllse-, hgo(lnc

Ctnwrery Chlpel



Chapel at the Meuse-ArgonneCemetery

Remembrance. Carved heads of Ameri-
can soldiers are included in the design
of the column capitals alongside the door
and at the same height across the front
of the building are names of places
famous in the history of the American’
fighting in this general region.

The chapel is entered through doors of
unusual size. Within, the attention is
first attracted to the apse, in the center
of which is the altar, backed by a semi-
circle of flags of the United States and the
principal Allied nations.

The insignia of the American divisions
and higher units which served in Europe
are worked into the patterns of the stained
glass windows. Through these a soft and
subdued light, which blends with the
dekp colors of the marble floor, is dif-
fused throughout the interior. The im-
pression made upon the visitor is such
that he can not help but feel that this
beautiful and holy place is fittingly appr~
priate “as a sacred rendezvous of a grate-
ful people with its immortal dead”.]

On the walls of the loggias are carved the
names of all American soldiers who fought
in this region and who now rest in un-
known graves. The unknown dead cf the

1This quotation is from the dedicatory inscription
which is cm-veal on the interior walls of the chap+].

Services of Supply are recorded on the
front panel of the east loggia and the cor-
responding pafiel of the west loggia dis-
plays an ornamental map in colors show-
ing the ground captured by each of the
American divisions during the Meuse-
Argonne offensive. The names of the
unknown dead of the American expedi-
tion to Northern Ru~ia are also carved
on a panel of the west loggia.

On the floors of the pavilions at the ends
of the loggias are direction arrows pointing
out the prominent features of the land-
scape. After enjoying the visit to the
chapel and its surroundings, go to the pa-
vilion nearest Romagne and read the f ol-
lowing description of the fighting which
took place in this vicinity.

The reader should make use of the di-
rection arrows on the floor, and move in
and around the pavilion so as to identify
the various features of the iandscape as
they are mentioned in the text.

In tbe description of the operations all
designations, such as right, left, front and
rear, are with reference to the direction
the chapel faces, which is north.

The famous German defensive position
known as the Hindenburg Line ran along
the ridge seen behind the chapel. It in-
cluded the high wooded hill, C&e Dame

(248)
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Marie, the highest hill seen to the left rear
over the buildings of the town of Romagne.

The jump-off line Gf the American First
Army on September 2.6, 191& was about
10 miles from here, beyond Montfaucon,
seen in the distance to the right rear.
By the end cf the third day the Germans
had been driven back in this direction to
the outlying defenses of the Hindenburg
Line, which were located about midway
between here and Montf aucon.

On October 4 a second general attack
was launched by the First Army and
vigorously pushed, during the course of
which many important gains were made.

On October 7 the flank attack against
the Argonne Forest near Ch5tel-Ch6h6ry
was started and the next day the drive
east of the Meuse was begun. These

were so successful that t}]e Army ordered
the 17 Corps on this immediate front to

join in and to attack on October 9. This
it did and, after some of the most heart-
rending fighting of the war, it gained a
foothold in the Hindenburg Line.

The 32d Division on October 9 pushed
forward part way up the slopes of C8te
Dame Marie and to the ridge in rear
of the chapel, where it established
itself in a trench of the Hindenburg
Line, called on French wartime maps the
Tranch6e de la Mamelle. Romagne was
reached in that attack but a strong Ger-
man counterattack drove the advancing
forces back. Isolated groups of the 3d
Division, whose zone of action included
the ground upon which this cemetery ‘
stands, enterecl the valley which runs

I Ground GainedVicinity Romagne and Cunel, Oct. 4-31,1918
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through the cemetery and also entered
Romagne. l’he hostile fire was so severe,
however, that these groups did not at-
tempt to hold on but took up a position
in the Tranch6e de la Mamelle alongside
the 32d Division. The remainder of tile
3d Division, to the right rear from here,
made a substantial advance also, and
after dark the 80th Division on the right
of the 3d entered Cunel, the village seen
to the right when looking along the front
of the chapel. Elements of the division

were fighting in the town at midnight but

it was not captured on that night.

Tl]e First Army ordered a general ut-

t.ack on the 10th iind the fighting contin-
ued fiercely on thut day all along this
front. The 32d Division penetrated the
trenches of the Hindenburg Line near the
top of Cdte Dame Marie. A rwunter-
attack caused some withdrawal but at the
end of the day the division had made a
total gain there of about )L mile. Ro-
magne was attacked but not captured.
The left of the 3d Division advanced at
7:00 a. m. hut was held up by fire from the
front and flanks. During the day ele-
ments of the division established them-
selves in Gerrnnn trenches, located to the
right rear not far from this ehap~l, but
they were withdrilwn after diirk. The
right of the division made two attacks
which resulted in no permanent gains but
in a third, begun at 9:45 p. m. and con-
tinued through must of the night, it ad-
vanced ab(mt (;00 yards. During the day
the 80th Division pushed its line forward
about ); mile nearer to Cunel.

‘l%e general attack was pressed with
great vigor on the 1]th, all divisions in
line here taking part. ‘1’he 32d Division
made only minor gnins which were not

lwld. TIIe left ullil of the W I)ivision

attacked tit 7:15 a. m. but was stopped
by hostile machine-gun fire from that
par-t of this ridge to the right rear of the
chapel. Shortly after 1:00 p. m. it ad-
vanced as far as the valley in the ceme-
tery and established a position about 100
yards to the right rear of the site of the
chapel but withdrew after dark. The
right of the division repulsed a German
counterattack at dawn, jumped off at
7:00 a. m. and made a substantial gain,
attacked shout noon with the 80th Divi-
sion and captured Cunel but did not hold
the town that night. The 80th Division
during the day advanced its lines about
700 yards. The 4th Division, in line
beyond the 80th, captured this end of the
Bois de l’orM, the wood seen above the
right side of Cunel. That wood, a highly-
orgtinized and strong part of the IIinden-
burg Line, extends to the valley of the
Meuse River about 4 miles away.

On October 12 and 13 the divisions
consolidated their gains. On the 12th
Cunel was entered though not held by a
battalion of the 5th Division, that divi-
sion having relieved the 80th. On the
13th the 3d Division extende~ to the
right, relieving parts of the 5th and 4th
Divisions. During the day it was sub-
je{:ted to heavy hostile artillery ctJncen-
trations on its front lines, particularly in
the Bois de For6t where a determined
enemy attack was repuls-d.

On the morning of October 14 the Army
Itiunched a general attack, the 5th :ind
42d Divisions having entered the line to
take part. The 3d Division attacked
from just beyond Cunel; the 5th from in
front of Cunel and along the ridge in rear
of the chapel; the 32d from the front to
the observer’s left {~f Romiigrre and Cfrte
Dame Marie; tlw 42(i from tl)e line fw,ing
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C6te de (’h~iillon (the operations there
were described at the last stop) and the
Wd and ‘i7th from the frorrt line beyond
the 42d I)ivision (the operations of the
77ih and Wd Division w[?re described at
the stop r,ear Marl, incourt Form).

In this attack the German defenses
crumbled before the onslaughts of the
terrific American assaults. The 5th
Division cilptLIIX’d (;uoel iind with thcthi
DiViSiOn stormed the strongly fortifkd

Bois de la Pulti5re, seen on the hill
just to the left of Cunel, and hy that
night had practically clew-ecf it of the
enemy. T]le 5th Division just lmfore
jumping ofr suflered heavy casualties on
lh(> ri(lg(, l}(~llill(l till, chalx,] from a Lw(J-
Ilour c(,n([,fltra(c(l (J]l[’rny artillccy l)[nn-

]Mr(lm(int and iig:ii!) from an intense r{m-
centration of hostile fire.just aft~,r ltutving
its trench ~,s. The troops doggedly ad-
v:lll(+d, h(~wevt?r,(iipturirlgt llisllill:ll){)llt
10:00 a. m. :Ln(l, in sljite of savage crlw-
fircfrl)m ll~i~tllil,(:gul,sl(,tilt{:{i,l tt}l(:c’(lg(:
of 1.1){?Bois (!e la Pultidre neur Itomagoe,
storme{l th(~ ridgt? across the val](>y about
10:40 a. n~. ITpon arriving at that ridge,

which was devoid of trees at that time,
their positions were so exposed and the
sweeping cross-fire was so iotense that
the men could r]i]tdig inl][lt secure(iwl~at
shelter they COO1(Iin the shcAllI)olw atlfl
c{lpturc(l trenches until after CIilrk.

The X2d Division, in spite of severe
counterattacks, by a brilliant enveloping
maneuver, captured Chte Dame Marie
and iid Viln(Wd its front lin(?s a total dis-
tance of approximately l]; miles. It 41s0
captured the village of Romagne and
held it through a heavy German gas
homhardmerrt during th:it night.

The day was a momentous one for the
First Army, for lJy its close the I1irrdeo-
Ijllrg [,iilc was in Am(ririll] l,:~n(ls (,t~ :111
this port of Lhe I)attle front.

Iil i l~isimmediate viri]}it y the Am(,ri{.mi
troops org:inized themselves lll:lt night {m
a line which included the village of
ltornagne and r:in from there along the
valley to a point rlem the ]){)(}I at tll(,
vet)h,r of tllc (.(,m(,l(~ry. It tll(’11 W(llt

diagonally to the right u]) tllf’ ridge arross
the v:illey an(l ff)llowl,li tll(? to]) of tl)at
ri(lge to tile Dois d(’ 1:1J’ulti{,rc nfulr (’unel.

.
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The Bois rfes Rappes, on the horizon to
the right frcnt, was the scene of terrific
fighting for eight days before it was fi-
nally captured and cleared of the enemy
on Ocl(. her 21 by the 5th Division. The
!)oih Division relieved tl:e 5th on octobcr
22 at the edge of tile I?cis des Rappes und
on the ridge across the valley. The next
dily it (mptured Banthcville, seen in the
Val](’y (o (1){!1(,rt (It’:111(1I)cyon(l (11(!r(,(,[J])-
tiwl huuse. The 32d Division made
almost daily gains until October ’20 on
which date it was re]ieved lJy the 89th

Division. By that time it had driven a
deep salient into tle G{,rnl:kn lines l~y
capturing most of the Bois de B:inthevillc,
the very large wood which covers the tops
of t}le hills to the left front, and which
ends near Le Griind Carr6 F:irm, seen
just below the horizon to the left cf front.

]Iistcry records no rncrc sustained and
severe fighting than that on this front
during October. The highly-organized
positions of the (lerrnans were defended
with ciesperate tcna{ity hy experienced
t,rm)ps. The ground was ideal f(Jr de-

fense, and that the necessity of holding

it was evident to the Germans is clear
from the following sentence of an order
which the opposing German general
issued to his men on October 1: “The
fate of a large portion of the Western
Front, perhaps of our nation, depends on
the firm }}olding of the Verdun Front. ”

The Americwl Army attacked in-
cessantly and suctl lack ( f exp(?rience as
(,xist(,ti in its divisions in the bc~inning
was more thim counterbalanced by the
individual bravery imd unbounded energy
of its soldiers. Their constant pressure
gradually forced the enemy back so that
by the end of October the First Army
faced the last German line on this part
of its front. ‘rhe bittWIXXS of thk fight-

ing is attested by the 27, (NO casualties
suffered by tile American 3d, 4th, 5th,
32d, tlf.)th, 89th and 90th Divisions in the
gcnerxl vicinity of this cemetery.

On November 1 the First Army arain
drove forward, in what proved to be its
last great atttick, from a jump-ofF line
which rim just this side of Le Grand
Carr6 lrr.rin. The zone of action {f the
Wth Division included that farm rmar
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its left I)oundary. In line on its left was
the 89th Divisi{]li and then the Xl lJivi-
sion. The inlme<li:lt[’ {)l)jcwtivc of the
attack was Barricour( IIeights, seen on
the horizon to the right of t})e wood just
beyond Le (;rand Carr4 I’arrn, and the
more distant objective was the lateral
railroad rullliillg ntmr S(,clan.

‘l’he iitta{k was a signs! success and
13tirricour’1 ] I eights wer’v capturv(l hy the

2d WI(I Sf)lti l)ivisi(, ns ,)n tl~~,first d:Ly.
Iiill 343, tl],; w{)(,dt,d Ilill se(,]t to tlie right
of front was (:lpt llrd I)y tile W)tll lJivi -
sitou on N[~venlher 2. By Ntjvemlwr 4
the C,erm:i]l Army was in fu!] retreat on
this front, an{l by tile morning (If Novem-
ber 7 tile troops of tl)e First Army were
on the heights of the river a(ross from
Sedan, 25 milt,s frf)m h~lre.

By Noveml)er 11, the day (If the Arnlis-
tice, the Meuse River had been crossed
in several ])lacts and the American Army
was pushing raj)idly on beyond it.

Thus the w}ir ended with a glorious
victory for the Ameri(an Army. Those
who sleep on this hillside and their com-
rades in death who nLJWrest in the ceme-
teries of America had not fought in vain.

Go to the reccplion building WI the
opposite side of the valley. From its
lcrram, a h(,illltifU1 vivw of the cemcier~
and iis fields of crosses is obtained.

EN Ro1lTE ME IJSE-ANGONNE AM El{ I(’AN

(’EMETERY TO SOUTII OF

hI.Al)121. EINE FARM

(56.5 m 9(1.9 lirnj Leave the ccmcter)
I)y lllt, ~ilt(> opposil{, to 111(: 011(! ent(’re(l.

TIIC next village, (’und, w,tis tl]c~ s(rt)(,

of many desper;ltc cf)nflict.s I)CLWCWIIOct[)-
Ler 9 and ’14, in wl]ich the Wth, 3d and
5th Divisions participated. The tl~wn
was cwptured severql times I)ut not liel~l
I)ecause it was dominated hy the German
positions in the Bois de I:L Pultii~re ahov(,
it. T}Ie tl)wll and t}le wood, wl)ich Wil}

defended with the gre:itest tenacity, were
finally captured on Octoher l-l; the town
hy the 5th DiViSilJll :Ind tile W{)[)d h~’
troops of the 3d and 5th Divisions.

(57.5 m 92.5 limj At church in (’one!,
hear right. This town wtis ttlc Gtll Divi-
sion Headquarters, November 4– 7.

(57.6 m 92.7 km) At next road fork,
bear right and STOP wilhout leavinu car.
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The wood seen to the left rear is the determined counterattacks, one of which
Bois de For&. That part of it closest to was launched from the B ois de la Pulti&e.
here was captured by the 4th Division on the wooded” area seen to the rear.
the morning of October 11 after terrific The ground in this immediate vicinity
fighting. It was held in spite of several was captured by the 5th Division on



October 14 and near this point is seen one
of the many pyramidal markers erected
after the Armistice by the 5th Division on
or near its former battlefields.

The terrain to the left and rear of here
was, on October 12, the scene of the heroic
exploits of First Lieutenant Samuel
Woodfill, 5th Division, for which he was
awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor and later selected by General
Pershing 2s an outstanding hero of the
American Expeditionary Forces. Lieu-
tenant Woodfill was leading his company
in an attack toward the Bois de la Pultibre
from the small wooded areas to the left of
here when it encountered heavy enemy
fire. Followed at some distance by two
soldiers, he immediately advanced to-
ward a machine-gun nest, which wss at
the edge of the wood in rear of here, and
worked his way around ita flank. Four
of the enemy emerged, three of whom
were shot by Lieutenant Woodfill and the
fourth, an officer, wsa killed in hand-to;

Captain Samuel W’oodfill, 5ch Division,

July 1919

A Typical Scenein the Bois de For~t

hand combat. The company then con-
tinued to advance through the wood until
another machine-gun neat was encoun-
tered. Again Lieutenant Woodfill rushed
ahead of his command in the face of heavy
fire from the nest and when several of the
enemy appeared, he shot them, captured
three other members of the crew and si-
lenced the gun. A few minutes later,
this officer, for the third time, demon-
strated conspicuous bravery by charging
another machine-gun position and by
employing in turn a rifle, a pistol, and
finally a pick, killed seven of the enemy.

From here to the next town, Nantilloia,
the tour goes opposite to the direction of
the American advance. The view of the
terrain is, therefore, that which was seen
from the various German positions.

The difficult character of the ground
over which the American Army forced
its way forward is illustrated by the
country between here and the next vil-
lage, Nantillois; and the bitter nature of
the fighting is indicated by the compara-
tively small yet numerous American
gains made along this road. In the next
z :,5 miles there are six pronounced ridges
which run almost at right angles to this
road. It took the First Army 14 days of
nearly continuous fighting to capture
them. Each time. the Germans lost a
ridge they had one equally good for
defensive purposes just behind it.

The line reached on October 11 by the
3d and 80th Divisions was along this side
of the crest in front of here. The other
front lines which crossed this road will
be pointed out while approaching them.

( 255;



From the next crest on to near Nan-
tillois, this road was the boundary b-
tween the zones of action of the 3d and
80th Divisions, the 3d Division zone of
action being that to the reader’s right.

Continue.
(58.0 m 93.3 km) Beyond next crest, by

Iooking down the valley to the right a
fine view is obtained of part of the
heavily-wooded Romagne Heights.

(58.2 m 93.7 km) At next crest, to the
right front on the ridge ahead, is seen the
Bois de Cunel. Along its near edge was
located the front line of the 3d Division
on October 9 and 10. The Hindenburg
Line crossed the road close to this side of
that wood. (See map page 254.)

(58.9 m 94.8 km) At the far side of the
wood, when a clear view of the valley to
the right is obtained, STOP.

Face down the road, wh]ch direction is
approximately south.

The buildings just passed are those of
Madeleine Farm, famous in the history of
the American Expeditionary Forces.
The old building, formerly used by the
Germans as a hospital, was marked with
a large red cross on the roof. It had been
carefully prepared for defense, however,
and was the scene of desperate fighting
from September 28 to October 9 when the
battered ruins of the farm were finally
captured by troops of the 3d Division.

The first attacks against it, made by

units of the 4th and 79th Divisions, sup-
ported by tanks, were repulsed on
September 28. From then on the 3d,
4th, 79th and 80th Divisions all engaged
in bitter fighting in its vicinity.

The large wood seen to the left is the
Bois des Ogons. Troops of the 4th and
79th D]visions advanced through it on
September 28, but were forced back by
counterattacks. The following day ele-
ments of both divisions penetrated into
it, but were again forced to fall back.
It was attacked on October 4 by the
80th Division, which made frontal and
flank assaults against it without success
until dark when the far edge of it was
reached. Attempts to capture the wood
by infiltration that night were unsuccess-
ful. On October 5, in spite of desperate
efforts during the daytime, no progress
could be made. About 6:00 p. m., how-
ever, the division reached this edge,
which it outposted, and organized a
position across the center of the wood.

The wood seen to the right front is on
a ridge called during the war Hill 250,
which was an exceptionally strong fea-
ture of the German defenses. It was
reached by the 79th Division on Sep-
tember 28 and on the following day was
captured but not held because it formed
a sharp salient in the line. It was finally
captured on the night of October 5–6 by
units of the 3d Division, after a hard fight.

(2S6)
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Hill 253, the high bare hill seen to the
right, was a powerful German strong
point that dominated a large part of the
zone of advance of the 3d Division. It
was attacked on October 4 without suc-
cess and again on October 5 when a foot-
hold was gained on its southern slopes.
It was taken cn October 9 by the 3d
Division after a bitter struggle.

This point and the valley on each side
of it were in no man’s land from October
5 to 8. The American front line was
along the edge of the wood to the right
front and the German line was facing it
from the wood across the valley.

As an illustration of the continuous
fighting in this vicinity it might be noted
that between midnight and dawn on
October 7, the 3d Division made three
determined efforts to cross this valley.
Each attempt failed because of the alert-
ness of the Germans, who illuminated the
area with flares and raked it with severe
machine-gun, rifle and artillery fire.

The American positions in the Bois des
Ogons and on Hill 250 were subjected to
many terrific artillery bombardments and
counterattacks during this period.

It was during counterattacks on Octo-
ber 7 against Hill 250 that Private First
Class John L. Barkley, 3d Division, won
the Congressional Medal of Honor. He
was stationed in an observation post near
the edge of the wood seen to the right
front. On his own initiative he repaired a
captured enemy machine gun and mount-
ed it in a disabled tank which was near his
post. Shortly afterward, when the enemy
launched a counterattack from the
edge of “the wood across the valley, Pri-

vate Barkley got into the tank, waited
under tbe hostile barrage until the enemy
line was abreast of him, and then opened
fire, completely breaking up the attack
and killing and wounding a large number
of the enemy. Five minutes later an
enemy artillery piece opened point-blank
fire on the tank from the opposite wood.
Although one shell made a direct hit,
Private Barkley stuck to his improvised
“pillbox” and broke up a second counter-
attack several minutes later,

The fighting in this valley ended on
October 9 when the 3d and 80th Divisions,
attacking from the woods ahead, cap-
tured this clearing and Madeleine Farm,
the Bois de Cunel, seen to the rear, and
advanced their front line to the far side of
the ridge directly in rear of here.

Madeleine Farm was the 3d Ditision
Headquarters from October 14 to 26.

EN ROUTE SOUTH OF MADELEINE FARM
TO NORTHWESTOF CONSENVOYE

(59.4 m 95.6 km) At the next bend in
the road the American monument on
Mont faucon is seen directly ahead.

In the small wood at this point the
bodies of seven American soldiers were
dkcovered as late as 1927 buried in the
same unmarked shallow grave. They
were all without shoes, probably indicat-
ing that these articles were in demand by
the Germans who buried them.

(59.5 m 95.8 km) The wood to the right
front is on Hill 268. On October 4 the
American front line was about 100 yards
this side of that wood and ran close to
the edge of the wood seen to the left rear.
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Hill 274, seen to the left front, was
captured on September 28 by the 4th
and 79th Divisions but due to the total
lack of cover and the intense enemy
artillery fire, the troops cf the 79th Divi-
sion on that part of it nearest this road
withdrew about % mile the next day.

(59.9 m 96.4 km) Upon reaching the
next crest proceed about lCO yards and
STOP without leaving automobile.

In this general vicinity the German

reserves cf men and artillery, which were
rushed to this front after the attack of
September 26, entered the battle and
desperately strove to stop the American
advance by counterattacks and heavy
concentrations of artillery fire.

The crest of the ridge seen to the left
front on the sky line was reached by the
4th Division early on the afternoon of
September 26. The near end of the divi-
sion line was just this side of Hill 295,
the highest part of the ridge as seen
from here. Three enemy counterattacks
against that part of its line were repulsed
during the course of the afternoon.

The 79th Division at that time was
held up cn the other side cf Montfaucon
but part of the 37th Division and the 91st
Division had progressed almost as far as
Epinonville, seen in the distance just to
the right of the Bois de Beuge, the large
wooded area to the right front.

On September 27 the 4th Division at-
tacked but encountered such severe re-
sistance that it could not advance its lines
to any extent. On that same day the
79th Division, after occupying Montfau-
con about noon, attacked the Bois de
Beuge, which was reached by a few men
but not held. The division that night
dug in along the lowest well-defined line
of vegetation seen on Mont faucon.
The village of Epinonville was repeatedly
attacked by troops of the 91st Division
during the day but was not captured.

On September 28 the Bcis de Beuge was
taken in a vigorous assault by the ‘i9th
and 37th Divisions, the latter taking the
far side of it. The 37th Division after
Passing the Bois de Beuge was stopped by
a German counterattack. The left of its

line, which had advanced over 2 miles, was
driven back about ?4 mile by the same
counterattack. On that day Nantillois,
in the deep valley ahead, was taken by the
79th Division, it having been entered but
net held by the 4th Division the day be-
fore. Being an important road center,
that town, after its capture, was subjected
to heavy shelling by German artillery.

In Nantillois are (1937) a building
erected by a 315th Infantry association in
memory of the dead of that regiment,
which was a part of the 79th Division, and
a memorial fountain constructed by the
State of Pennsylvania as a tribute to the
achievements of the 80th Division, which
had a number of men in it from that state.
The building is seen on the right, set back
from the road, soon after entering town.
The fountain is passed at the main road
junction in the center of the village.

Continue.
(60.7 m 97.7 km) At the center of

Nantillois, turn sharply to the left.
(61.2 m 98.5 km) Beyond town, the

little valley which the road follows was the
scene of desperate fighting on September
27 and 28 before it and the ridge to the
left were finally taken by the 4th Division.

(63.1 m 101.5 km) Beyond the first
farm buildings located to the LEFT of the
road, at second pronounced crest, STOP
without leaving the automobile.

A 4th Divisicn mcnument is located
alongside the road near this stopping
point. (Consult the map on page 254.)

The hills seen ahead in the distance are
on the other side cf the Meuse River.
Fire from German artillery pcsitions lo-
cated on these hills enfiladed the lines of
the American units on this side of the
river and caused many casualties. The
hills were net taken until November 5,
six days before tine Armistice.

The large wood seen fringing the top of
the ridge to the left and left front across
the valley is the Bois de For@t and that
on the hillside seen to the left rear is the
Bois de Fays. The Hincienburg Line
included all of the Bois de For~t and most
of the Bois de Fays. The first pen~
tration of the Hindenburg Line made by
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the First Army w:is on OctxJher 4 when
in a ci:lshing assault troops of the 4th
l~ivision captured the Bois de Fays.

The Bois de l’or~t was the scene of
mxny (I{,s]x,ra(c ronflir4s, in which the
4th and 3d Divisions were eligirg(>d, lwfore
its capture was finally completed on
October 22 by the 3d Division.

Because of the enfilade fire of the Ger-
mun artillery up this vullcy, no :ittucks
were launchwl from this vicinity against
the Itois de l’or+t. The capture of that
wrmi was finally brought shout hy an en-
veloping movement t}lrough t}w Bois de
F:lys. ‘1’l)is n]ovemellt, whi(h involved

ligl)ting of th(’ most vicious cllaractcr, wxs
initiated hy tht? 4th Division 011Octolmr 4
and continued hy it until October 11,
when the left half of the Etois de For&t
was captured. The 3d Division relieved
the 4th there on October 13 and on Octo-
ber 22 occupied the rest of the wood.

On top of the bare hill rising to the
right from here was an exceptionally
strong German position called the Trench
du l’tton. It was occupied by the 4th
Division on Cktober 10 and soon there-

rrfter the Germans abandoned Brieulles,
seen in the valley ahead, hecrruse the town
was dornirrated by the newly organized
American positions on th;~t hill.

During the severe fighting in the Bois
de la C6te T.c$mont, to be pointed out
later in the tour, and in the Bois de Fays,
First Lieutenant William It. Arrants,
ilfedical Corps, 80th Division, performed

tire heroic services for which he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.
Iie accomp~inied his battalion into action
on September 28 in the Bois de la C6te
T,6m, )nl, irnd prom~)t,ly opened his aid sta-
tion within 100 yurxis of the front line,
w}lere he worked all night under contin-
uous tire, giving aid to the wounded.
When there was a shortage of stretcher
hearers he assisted in bringing in the
wounded. lJnder intense fire he under-
took to locate the amhulauce station and
persorr:dty direet.cd the evacuation of
wounded to it. In the attack from the
Bois de Fays on October 5 he again went
with the :Ittarkillg troops and upened II
first aid station in an ol(i cellar. tJnder
an intense btirrage of shrapnel and high-
explosive shells, he per-formed the most
devoted service in :ittending the wounded,
working continuously until after his unit
had been ordered to retire.

Continue.
(63.2 m 101.7 km) To the left front,

across the valley, is seen a large French
World War military cemetery.

(63.9 m 102.8 km) Immediately after
entering Itrien]les, turn to the right.

(64.4 m 103.6 km) Where the road ends
tit the railroad, turn right and STOP
without leaving the automobile.

This point is at the west side of the
Meuse River valley. The river winds its
way through the valley and a canal is
at the foot of the nearest hill to the left.

During the progress of the last great

33d l)ivisioll Troops in Drillaoco, m, ocrotwr 4, 191S



A 79[li L)ivisiou Aid Station in the his de ConsenvoYe, NcrIeulbcr 8, 1918

offensive of the l~irst Army, one of the

most ditilcult mil ittiry feats, that of cross-

ing a river und(,r hostile fire, was accom-

plished by the 5(1I Division near here.

Soon after mii{ .,igbt on N(,vem~Jer 2-3,
a footbridge was ldaced by the engineers
over the river ubout 300 yards in rear of
here and a putrol followed by one infan-
try company crossed to the flats between
the river and canal. About dawn the
enemy discovered the movement and laid
down a heavy fire in the area. The
troops on the flats were driven to the
cover of the high bank slung the canal,
in which precxri(~rrs position they re-

mained throughout tile (iay.

‘1’ba~ night t,be (anal wm I)ridgcd al)(~ut

900 yards to the left rear fr(,m here with

two footbridges. An attempt to rush
~)ver one of the I}ri{iges lit, 2 :00 il. m. on

NO V(!IIII)(LI” 4 WilS d(,f{,;l{t,(l }ty {,ll(,ll\y
n):wlline-gun [ire ;llld s(’ver:~l {J(bt,r at-
tempts to truss befure d~lybreak were
repulsed. 1[(~wcver, itfter dark (the SUII

set at 4:19 p. m.) t)y a sudden rush over

the footbridges the enemy was surprised
and two companies quickly established
themselves on the far side. These im-
mediately extended their lines for a con-
siderable distance tilong the river.
Profiting by the confusion caused in the
German ranks by this crossing, another
battalion of the 5th Division crossed the
river and canal, to the left front from here,
in boats. ‘1’his battalion promptly cap-
tured Hill 252, seen to the left, and
organized a position on it that night.

On November 5 the division made
anuther crossing of the river about 2
miles to the left rear frum here mid still
further extended its gains in this vicinity,
urnong its captures }~c>ingtbe llois de
Ch5til!on, a large wooded area purt of
which is seen to the left front.

The successful crossing here turned the
G(>umanIill(,s ,}11tlI(, ll(ighls [If LIN,IWmrsc,
tU the 1(’f( fr(~]ll t)[’y(lll(l (Il(i riV(>~, iil)(]

greatly faci]italed t,he I]r{)gress of those
units of the Amerit,iin Army which were
attacking the (;erman lines from the front.



262 AMERICAN OPERATION’S 1A’ THE ME USE-ARGONNE REGION

From now on to the village of Consen-
voye, where the river is crossed, the tour
goes along the Meuse River valley.

Continue.
(65.3 m 105.1 km) At the place where

large wood, Bois de 1a C6te L6mont, ex.
tends immediately alongside road, the
80th Division reached this valley on Sep-
tember 28 and established its front line
along the railroad track. The opposing
lines faced each other across the valley
from that time on to November 6.

(66.0 m 106.2 km) The village to the
Ieft front across the valley is Vilosnea,
captured on November 6, and beyond it
on the ridge in the distance, Haraumont,
captured on November 7, soon appeara.
These were taken by the French 15th
Colonial Division which was attached to
the American Army. It was assisted in
the crossing of the river and the capture
of Vilosnes by the 5th Division, which,
after crossing at Brieulles, attacked the
town from the heights seen above it.

GermanObservation Post Capturedby the
29th Division in the Bois de Consenvoye

From here to the next sharp bend in
the road, the tour runs generally east
and west, that is, at right angles to the
direction of advance of the First Army.

(67.0 m 107.8 km) Opposite Vilosnes,
on this side of the valley a large German
supply depot was captured.

(67.9 m 109.3 km) While approaching
next sharp bend in road, there is seen
straight ahead a bald-topped hill marked
by a small monument. That hill is
the Borne de Cornouiller, called by our
men ‘ ‘Cornwilly Hill”. The slopes of the
hill to the observer’s right were reached by
the 33d Division on October 9 and again
on the 10th, its front line remaining there
until the 12th. The top of the hill was
captured on November 7 by the 79th
Dhision after parts of it had changed
hands several times during bitter fighting
on the preceding days. The advance
was from right to left as seen from here.

The monument on the hill is a small one
in commemoration of the services of the
American soldiera who fought in that
vicinity. No road runs near it.

(68.9 m 110.9 km) In the next valley
leading to the right is seen Dannevoux.
That village, which lay in” the German
second position, was taken after dark on
September 26 by the 80th Division. On
this side of Dannevoux a large depot con-
taining valuable military supplies was
captured by the 33d Division.

(69.1 m 111.2 km) At next crest, the
zone of action of the 33d Division on Sep-
tember 26 is entered. The division estab-
lished its line just to the left of this road
before noon of that day.

(69.3 m 111.5 km) In the next little
valley. after crossing the stone bridge. to
the left are seen (1937) several large con-
crete shelters built by the Germans.

On October 7 a French airplane was
shot down near here and crashed on the
flats across the river near the enemy lines.
Seeing that the French aviator was in-
jured, Corporal Ral yn Hill, 33d Divisiofi,
voluntarily dashed over the river on 3
footbridge and carried the wounded man
to this side under heavy hostile fire.
For his gallant exploit he was awarded
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79th Division Water Service Train in Brabant-sur-Meuse, November 3, 191S

later the Congressional Medal of Honor.
(70.4 m 113.3 km) About 1 mile farther

on, at top of the hill to the right is seen a
distant view of Montfaucon.

(70.9 m 114.1 km) Beyond next road
junction, where a good view is obtained
of the valley ahead, STOP.

Face down road, which direction is
approximately southeast.

The nearest town across the valley is
Consenvoye. The first buildings seen Up
the valley beyond it are in Brabant.

In this region, the Meuse River is fol-
lowed on its far side by a comparatively
narrow and rough plateau, about 4 or 5
miles wide, called the Heights of the
Meuse. This forms a formidable mili-
tary obstacle, being heavily wooded and
indented by many deep valleys.

The German positions on those heights
were not attacked on September 26, al-
though the First Army contemplated that
an advance would have to be made north
along them in the near future.

This proved to be the case, because, as
the offensive on this side of the river pro-

heights seen to the left began to atrike
the flank and rear of the advancing forces
and inflicted many casualties. cons-
quently, the French XVII Corps, which
was holding that part of the front just
across the river, waa ordered by the Fkat
Army to attack on October 8.

The operation was executed by the
American 33d and 29th Divisions and
three French divisions. The main aa-
sault was made by a brigade of the 29th
attached to the French 18th Division, a
brigade of the French 18th Division and
the French 26th Division, in line in that
order from Brab ant on to the observer’s
left. The .French 10th Colonial Division
protected the right flank of the corps.

The 33d Division, which held this bank
of the river frcm Brabant to the Boia de
la CMe L6mont, recently passed on the
tour, was to cross at Brabant after the
main attack had progressed a certain dis-
tance. It was to be notified by the
French 18th Division when to cross and
after crossing it was to attack toward the
Bois de Chaume, the wood seen fringing

gressed, the hostile artillery fire from the the summit of the hill to the left rear.
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Ground Gained on Heights of the Meuse, October 8-30, 1918

_ Front Line ------ Gap in Line —XX— Division Boundary

—x-— Brigade Boundary —III— Regimental Boundary

Tlw troulx cf the main attack jumped left edge cf Consenvoye. l’hat wood was
ofl’ at 5:00 a. m. hebincl an intense rolling
barrage. The advance of the 29th Divi-
sion was rapid for shout a mile uniil its
intermediate objective, marked roughly
by an extension cf the line from this pcint
through the center of Ccnsenvoye, was
r(?acherl. From there on it was subjected
to scwere machine-gun tire, a large part of
which came frcm the Bcis de Ccmsenvoye,
the wedge-shaped wood seen over the

reached about. noon” and captured by the
29th Division during the afternuon.

At 9:00 a. m. the 33cf Division was or-
dered to cress the river and at 11 :COa. m.
it began its advance from Bralxmt.
Consenvoye was captured shout noon and
a ~ause was made near there. The attack
was continued soon after 4:00 p. m.
against artillery and rmwbine-gun fire.
The most advanced part of the division



AA4L RICAN (11,1 l{:\ l’10NS IN ‘1111> hll. USl, -A]<(, [)NNL J~L(,J(,N 265

line was estal)lisllt.d t}lat, nig]lt ill a (;er-
Snantr(?n(h W]li(!h WaS ]t)~:ited JUStto the
ohserwr’s right of tile ROis de Chaurne.

011 (lCtul)t,r 9 the 3;1(1Division attiiClie(l

about 6:40 a. m. in a thick f(;g. It marfc

an advance uf ahuut 1 { ~ miles, well t)ey(mrl

t}m R(is (1(, Cl]aunl{,, hut wit!idr(,w tl)at

afternt]cjl] lJ<,t:IIIseltlr 2!)tll l)ivisi(n, a(l-
joining it, had flct atlvanrwcl and the Ger-
man units lIacl I]eglill to Worli their way

in behind its exlwsed flal!ii. These
enemy units cllt ofr :Ii]d surrcjuntled aljolli
100 Americ:ln solrii(rs n(wr tile far edge
cf tht, llois de (’hau~(l{,, but the Americans
held Uut :111(Iwww 1<.’llled Ijy tl:c tidV:lll(:-
ing troops duting tll~ IIext morning.

lt was tiurilig tl]is tighting on Uctoher 9
tli:it I>rivatt, 1{’irst(’1:1ss ll~,rger 11. I,{jm:in,
33d Division, won t I]e Congressional Lled-
al of Iltmor. M’llt’n his company was
appr{mrhir~g its (,1,jective under terrific
hostilp fire, I’rivat c l,oman voluntarily
and unai(l(ul mx[le Ilis way forward after
all utllcrs I]il(l take)] shelter from the <ii-
rect fire (It’ U]I elwtl~.v n~achinc gun. lIe
cr:iwl{,(l to a ])(hitit)ll of) l}K! llat)k (If (}1(,
gun :md, :lft~r Iii]ling or capturing the
entire crt!w, turned L}I(> machine gun and
used it un the retr[?ating German troops.

On this sa]ne day Private Felix IIird cf

the 33(1 l)iv isirm advanced alnne against

a Cherman dugout and ctiptured 49 of the
enemy, killing one ofticer who attempted
to escape. For this courageous and gal-

Iilnt deed, Private Bird was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross.

Tllc> ;I:;d l>i~isi(m ;ittilt’li~(l fwrly (III

Octok,r 10 an(l l)y 10;00 a. m. ltxl again

captured the Bois de Chaume. on that
(lay the 29th Division captured Richime
1[ill, the first wooded hill seen tu the left
of the wedge-shape{] Rois de Consen voye.
‘~he zon~ of action of the 29th Division
is visited later in tl~e tww and the fighting
cf that, division is described in consider-
al)le detail at the next stop.

‘1’lle 33d Divisiml mov{’d its fruit line a
short distance to the rear OIJOctul)er 13
to a better {leferlsive location. th Oc-
tuher 16 it advanced the right of its line
alwut )1 mile in support of an attack by
the 29th Division. This tidvance ended
its :1<.tive fighting on t}, is frt,llt aS it was

relieved from the line on Oct{)])er 21.

h:N l{t~tlrr14:~ol{llrlylu-w or (’ohsb;N\OYl;”

‘S’0 h’lt.41{ hloI. I.lC\’11,1.l~; l.’AIih1

(71.4 m 114.9 lim) AI road junction
opposite the village of Conserlvoye, turn
to the left and cross NIeuse River valley.
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Soon after its capture on October 8,
this road was heavily” camouflaged Aong
its left side to conceal “nlovernents over it
from German observation posts located on
the high ritig[? to the left, 4 miles away.

During the early morning of October 8
the engineers, in spite of heavy hostile
artillery lire, hui]t a l)ridge over the river
tu the right of here upon which part of the
division crossed shout 4:30 in the tifter-
noon to join in the attack.

(72.1 m 116.0 km) (~ontinue on straight
llpugh (he Villi; ge of (Ionscnvoye.

During the attack on Consenvoye on
October 8 First Sergeant Johannes S.
Ail(irrs[~il ail(l Private Cl:lytoll K. Slack,
33(1 IJivisi<l]l, l){,rfor])l(’(1 tile acts for
\r.llicll tll<’>’ wow :Lw:lr{lccl Cf)llgrcssiollal
hr(i(hk of Il,,lj{,r. }Vllilc I]is (,olll])illiy

was held LIP })y intense artillery and
machine-gun firc, Sergeant Anderson,
arnwrl with u shotgun, voluntarily worked
his way aloue tu the rear of the mticlLine-

Gcrn]:\n21-Ccntimctcr Howitzer Captmd
III tllc tioth llvision Nc;lr

\’jlilx-co-I)ie(llct on Novcndw4, 191s

gun nest that was offering the most
stubborn resistance, Although his ad-
vance was made through an open area
under constant hostile fire, he not only
silenced the gun hut captured it and
brought .backwith him23 prisoners.

Private Slack, observing German sol-
diers under cover 50 yards away to his left
fhtlli, upon hisowninitiative rushed them
with his rifle and singlehanded captured
ten prisoners and two heavy machine
guns, thus SUVi ILg his company and its
adjoining units from heavy casualties.

(72.5 m 116.7 km) Beyond town, about
500 yards, a German bombproof shelter
ii seen (1937) just at the left of the road.

In the attacli on October 8 the 33d Divi-
sion advanced across this road from right
to left and established its front line in a
German trench on the near slope of the
hill seen across the valley.

(73.0 m 117.5 km) Beyond sccood left
bend in road, by looking to the left rear
down the valley is seen the village of Con-

senvoye WI(] a kirge part of the ground

beyond the river which was captured hy
the First Army on September 26.

The American monument erected on
Montfaucon is visible in the distance to
the left on the Sliy line.

(73.8 m 118.8 km) The large wood seen
ahead is the Tl(ois de Consenvoye. The
front liile {,f tl)e 2911) I)ivision was cs(al)-
Iished on October 8 along the nem edge of
that part of it to the right of this rood. It
remained there throughout the next day.

(266)



(74.2 m 119.4 l{m) WhiIe approaching
the wood, to the left front the wooded hill
nearest the road is ltich&ne lIill which
was pointed out at the last stop.

(74.4 m 119.7 km) .Aftcr entering wood,

to the right of the road was the scene on

Och)lmr 8 of tt,c Ilcr,,ic [Icctls of Scr-
gc:lllt l+hrl 1). ( ~rt>gory, 2!)t11 l)ivisit}lj.
Sergeant Gregory seized a rifle and trencl]-
mortar shell, wljicll he useci as a llmId -

grenarle, advuncud ahead of the infimtry
and captured a machine gun and three
of the enemy. .4dvancing still farther on
beyond the machine-gun nest, he captured
a 75-millimeter mountain howitzer and
entering a dugnut in its immediate vicin-
ity he single) ]~lndecfly captured 19 of the
enemy soldiers. For these acts of valor
and outstanding g}ill~intry he was awarded
the (ljngressionul Medal of lIorlor.

(75. 1 m 120.9 km) Ileyutrd next cross-
roads, whcr(: u good view is (Il)tili[l(, (l of
valley to the righ( front, ,STO1’.

Face to the right, ,vlli(l] ,Iirc(ti,]t, is
approximately s{mth.

111t]l~ vtl]l(ly ~C) th(? left frOl)t ar’(! S{]cll
the buildings of M ollevillc Farm.

Cunsult the map on page 264.
When tile heights east of the hleuse

were attacked o]) Octoher 8, a brigade of
the 29th Division, nperating with a
Fren cl] division, drove forwar[l i~~~y~s-
siv(,ly iti this {Iir(,t.ti(]n from a jlln)[I-o(l
]irw :Ll)out ;J n]il(s ill I’r{)]]l of l]~,r(,, l;lL.-
mtmts of the brigade reached the ravi]le
seen beyund Nfollevil]e Farm on that day

(267)

hut, having no contact with the troops on
their flanks, they withdrew shout 1 mile.

on Octtjl)er 9 the hrigtide repulsed a
hostile attack and advanced its line in
the woods in front of here and on Octo-
}wr 10 units of it reached the edge fjf
this clearing to the right front.

It was during this fighting that Second
I.i+,utenant, Patrick Ilcgarl and I)rivatc
IFirst Class henry G. Costin, 29th DiYi-
si(jn, won (:ongressionul Llc[lals of II(mor.
While lea(ling his platoon against a strong
enemy n]:l(,hine-gur] nest which was hold-
ing up the wlvance, Iaieutenarlt Itegall
di~,ided Ilis men into three groups, sending
one group tu each fl~ink, he himself at-
tii(liing tlie nest from the front with an

iiutornati(: rille tcum to which Private
Cretin had been first to volunteer, Two
of t}l(? t(,;~ln w(, re liille(l outright) while

],ieutenant l<egan and Priv~te Costin

w(,r(’ suriollsly woun(lwl) tlw liitter lwing

Ik.ldq{l,l[ Lcl-s blS[lW_tUd by thC hlLllLh

,Ic IIr:is, (>LcIIj>Icd I>y rhe 26[1] l>ivision

()( tol}cr 1S Novem!xr 11, 1918



Unable to advan(.c. 10 sl)ite of his itl-

jury I,ieutenont Regan dashed with
empty pistul into the machine-gun nest,
capturing 30 Austrian gunners and four
m:l(hillt, guns, Privilte CosLin continuing
to fire his rilk? in suplwrt until he col-
lapsed. These gallant deeds permitted
the advance to continue. Private Costin
di~’d as n result of }lis wounds l)ut Iiieu-
tenant Regan gallantly continrre(l to lead

his ]jlatoon forward until ordered to the
rear by his comtnanding officer.

Early on Octoher 11 the 29th Division
took command of the zone of action im-
mediately in front of Ilere. One brigade
of it, howev(,r, still rvjntinued to operate
with tile lW,n(h 1sth Division.

on the 1lth the i!!lth Division advanmd
its line in front of here to the far side of
1Ilis (,kwrillg. 1t nul{l( t Iiroe (I(,(crmi ntxl
efforts to cross tl]e clearing, each time
being driven b~Cli hy severe fire from
Germans in trenches along tb.is road.

The brigade of the 29th Division still
with the French made several determined
attaelis on October 12 and succeeded in
gaining a f(wtholcf in the Bois d’Ornlrmt
on IIill 360, the hill seen to the left front
with the patch of wood on its summit.

On (lctoher 15, after n severe fight, the
division finally capturf?d this clearing und
established its front line ti}nng this IXJiId

to the left of here. The next day its
attacks were rent in owl and in spite of
intense opposition the divisiun pushed
forward about )! mile into the 130is de ILL
Grande Montagne, the large wooded area
immediately behind this point.

The brigade of the 29th with the
French was returned to its own division
on october 18, and on that day the relief
of the French division to the observer’s
left of the 29th was completed by units of
the American 26th Division.

On october 23 the 26th and 29th Divi-
sions attackecf in the direction of the ob-
server’s left and in a spirited assault ad-
vanced their lines :ibout ji mile, gaining
all ol)jw’t.ives. Sever:d hostik? wnmter-
attacks made during the afternoon and
evening of that day were driven ba~li.

‘1’he 2(X1) Division made determined
efforts to capture IIill 360 rm each of the
three days, October 24, 25 and 27, but
no permanent gains resulted.

It was during the fighting on October 27
that Private First Class Michael J. Per-
kins, 26th Division, voluntarily and alone,



79ttl Division, October 30-November 11, 1918

mmwLine ~ ! Relief — Front Line ---- Gap in Line
—XX— Division Boundary

crawled to a Gernlan concrete machine- the First Army on November 1, znd the

gun emplacement from which grenades
were }wing thrown ilt his platoon. Await-
ing his opportunity, when the door of
the emplacement was opened by a German
to throw a grenade, Private Perkins threw
a bumh insi(lc whi{,h hur-st the door down.

Then, drawing his trench knife, he rushed

into the emplacement and in a hand-to-
hand struggle killed or wounded several
of the occupants, captured about 25
prisoners and silenced seven machine
guns. Ife was killed in the operations of
that diIy I)ut w::s l)(:slhumously ilwi]r(l(~(l

the Congressional Medal of honor for the
courageous feats recorded shove.

The 29th Division after its hard fight-
ing here was relimwd from the line 00
October 30 by the ‘79th Division.

On Novernher 1 the 79th Division
extended its secttJr to the observer’s left,
as shown on the shove sketch, so that it
held a totnl frtn,tage of uhout 4 miles.

me capture of Ilarricourt Heights by

resulting German withdrawal on the other
side of the river, caused the Army to sus-
pect a retirement wtis contemplated near
here. Consequently, the 79th Division
was ordered to test out the situation hy
sending out strong I~atrols near tire Borne

de Cornoui]ler, u high ha]d hill locate(i
shout 1 mile to the right rear from here,
recently pcinted out frcm across the river.
These patrols advanced early on Novem-
lwr 3, and in severe fighting pushed the
divisicn line fcrwwxf almrt 500 yar(!s.

During Nov{, mlwr4 i]nd 5 the 7!lth
Division after further desperate tighting
reached a line near the crest of the Borne
de Cornouil]er. This success and the
progress made l)y other divisions to the
north forced the German troops to with-
drww from the heights in this vicinity.

A deep ~dvitn~~ was made on Novem-
ber 7 and the next day the division moved
rapidly forward, toward the ol)ser-ver’s
left, to the eastern eclge of these heights.
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Substantial daily gains were made there- disiance is seen the tower of the Ossuary
after until the Armistice on hTovember 11. of Douaumont, a French war memorial.

The total casualties of the 33d, 29th, (76.2 m 122.6 km) After entering wood,
79th and 26th Divisions during their fight- the valley which the road follows was a
ing on and near the Heights of the Meuse concentration place for German reserve
were almost 15,000 officers and men. units. In the woods on both sides of the

Molleville Farm was the 79th Division road were many elaborate shelters and
Headquarters from November 9 to 11. dugouts, constructed by the Germans for

Beyond this clearing for about 3 miles the protection and comfort of the troops
the tour follows the direction of advance who were waiting to support the front
on this front during November 8 and 9. line or to relieve units serving in it.

(77.7 m 125.0 km) Straight through
EN ROUTE NEAR MOLLEVILLEFARM next village, Etraye, which was captured

TO VERDUN
by the 79th Division on November 8, and

(75.2 m 121.0 km) To the right in the was just within its frent line that nirht.

32d Division, Nov. 9.11, 1918
>.==--

) 1

~Line of Relief — Front Line -- Gap in Line
—XXX— Corps Bounda~ —XX— Division Boundary

.=.. ..
From here to the next

road junction, this road was
close to the left boundary
of the 79th Division zone
of action on November 9.
A French division was ad-
joining it on the left.

(78.8 m 126.8 km) Just
before reaching road junc.
tion, the second nose of
heights seen to the left is
near where the 32d Divi-
sion entered the line on the
afternoon of November 9.
That afternoon some of its
units reached the main road
running to the left from the
village, Damvillers, seen to
the left front. One of its
regiments attacked from
there in a heavy fog on the
morning of November 10,
advanced about 2 miles and
when the fog lifted found
itself isolated. It withdrew
in good order to its jump
off line. The left of the
division on that day pushed
forward about 2 miles.

(79.0 m 127.1 km) At road
junction, turn sharp right.

(79.6 m 128.1 km) The
next town, Wavrille, was
captured by the 79th Di-
vision about 10:00 a. m. OXI
November 9. The hostile
resistance then stiffened



and progress was difficult due mainly to
hostile fire from the hills seen to the left.
The division established its line that night
to the left of this road and generally paral-
]el to it. On the 10th it again pushed
forward despite considerable opposition
and at the time of the Armistice the sol-
diers of the division were fighting on the
:1t-m slopes of the hills seen to the left.

S0.1 m 128.9 km) The bare hill seen to
the left front was captured by the 79th
Division early on November 10.

(81.0 m 130.4 km) The next town,
Moirey, seen to the right near the road,
was near the boundary between the 79th
and 26th Divisions. It was entered by
elements of both of those divisions during
the morning of November 9.

(81.3 m 130.8 km) Soon after Moirey
sppears in view, alongside the road are
seen (1937) two large reinforced concrete
posts which were built by the Germans.
Heavy chains suspended between them
were intended to prevent the advance of
armored cars along this road.

(82.0 m 132.0 km) The village seen to
the left, part way up the hill, is Chaumont-
devant-Damvillers. It was captured by
the 79th Division on November 10.

(82.8 m 133.2 km) Beyond Chaumont,
take the first road to the right.

The tour now goes in a direction gen-
erally contrary to the direction of advance
of the Army on this part of its front.

(83.4 m 134.2 km) Straight through
the village of Ville-devant-Chaumont,
captured by the 26th Division late in the
afternoon of November 10.

(83.6 m 134.5 km) Upon leaving the
village, to the left of the road is seen a
German World War military cemetery.

(84.1 m 135.3 km) Beyond town, along
the foot of the slopes seen to the right
front, the 26th Division was held up on
November 9 by heavy machine-gun fire.
The division dug in there that night,
facing in this direction. Its front line
by the time of the Armistice had been
advanced across this road and was es-
tablished along the slopes to the left of it.

(85.4 m 137.4 km) Near top of long
hill, just beyond the road junction, was

Near 79th Division Headquarters a[

Vacherauville, October 31, 1918

located the front line of the 26th Division,

November 3-7, from which it advanced

on the afternoon of November 8.

(85.5 m 137.6 km) At the right side of

the road is seen a monument, surrounded

by graves, commemorative of a heroic
defense in 1916 by a French officer,
Colonel Driant, and his unit.

(S5.8 m 138.1 km) While descending
hill, to the left front are seen a small
chapel and monument. These mark the
site of the former village of Beaumont,
which was completely destroyed during
the severe fighting in 1916.

The battle line on September 26 was
located just the other side of Beaumont.
The attack in this region on October 8
was made from that line on a front of
about 4 miles extending from the vicinity
of Beaumont to the Meuse River.

The tour now passes through one
of the few remaining areas which give
an idea of the devastation at the front

(271)
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during the war. To obt,iiin a better

picture of its wartime condition, this
desolate country should be visualized as
)wing devcid cf all veg(%itiou.

(89.9 m 144.7 km) In Vucherauville,
the m:~in road to Verdun is joined. ‘l’his
town was the 2!)11]Division IIead{luarters,

Octoher 720, and 79th Division lleud-

({uarters, Oc~ober 29- R’trveml)er 9.

171(! Wl(le klldi?l~ ea.!il jrom Ihc ‘nrwllrrwn,
/;r(l.s, s/{O1[’’/( iTl f)t’()]i(a?f /’in(!S {)71 /)11> ~)l(lj) O,t

II(C (:M1 {;~ (11[: ch(fplrr, is u (our i)j Ihc FYe)lch
Jorts mwr I’erdttn. 11 will kllw the uisilor 10
the Trcncll rIJIIoyonets, Fort Dououmwlt,
the L’sstmrg oj I>ouaunzvnl (lnriother places
a7td ?nonttmolts of gerleruz interest.

(90.9 m 146.3 km) At Bras, the next
viliagc, was located the 26th Division
Headquarters, October 18- November 11.

(91.1 m 146.6 km) Beyond the town, on
the right side of the road, is located a
1~’r(v)c!] World War military cemetery.

(94.!) m 152.7 km) {’ontinuu to Verdun.
The mileage ends al the railroad station.

‘l%e city of Verdttn was severely dam-
aged by the German heavy artillery and
by numerous air bombardments during
the prolonged fr~hting in this vicinity.

Points of interest are the underground
part of the citadel, the cathedral and
house of the bishop, and the 116tel-cfe-
Ville (City IIall). The citadel is located
on the westerm edge of the city. Its
underground compartments served to
house various French IIeidqumters and
thousands of r{?serves during the great
battles near here in 1916-17. In the
house of the bishop, which adjoins the
cathedral, is a museum which contains
battlefield souvenirs as well as ancient
relics of the city. The cathedral and
cloister, badly damaged during the war,
are of interest. The H6tel-de-Viile, lo-
cated on Rue de l’lIi~tel-de-Ville, contains
an excellent museum, and in the building
:ire the many be;iutiful toliel]s of esteem
given to the city by vwious nations in
:~ppreeiation of its hmwic defense in ]916.



SUCON1) DAY’S ‘1OU R f)l: TIi13 AMERICAN

MHUS13-ARGONNE llATTLEFIJ3LDS

THIS tour starts i~tthe Meuse-Argonne
American Ce.m.,tery near Ro,mugne

find ends at Verdull. It is a}wut 93 miles
(150 kilometers) II,ng and can be com-
pleted within approximately eight. hours.
TO save time lunch should be carried.

The greater part of the tour is in the
area captured by the American First
Army between h’ovember 1 and 11, 1918.
It is recommended to persons who have
been over the first dxy’s tour and to others
who are especially interested in the last
part of the Mmrse-Argonne offensive.

‘l’he duta given ,)n pages 5’20-521 will
be helpful to tho~e following this tour.

In case the first day’s tour has not been
followed, it is suggested that the tourist
in going tu the starting point of the sec-
ond duy ’s tour foll{,w the first day’s tour

from Verdun to h I ontfaucon and from

there proceed via Nantillois and Cunel.

The narrotive at the beginning of the

chapter should be kept in mind, and the

map facing page 324; should be consulted,

so that the combat (operations which took

place in the region of this tour will be
more clearly unders~ood by the tourist.

Upon arriving at the Meuse-Argonne
American Cemetery, go to chapel and
read pages 248 253, giving information

about the American fighting in the vi-

cinity. lf first day’s tour has not already

been followed, read also ptiges 247-248

which give a description of this cemetery.

When following this itinerary, unless
contrary road instrud.ions are given, the
tourist should continue straight ahead.

EN ROUTE CHAI>EL MISUSE-ARGONNE AMtiI{I-

cAN CEMETERY fro N0RT13ok’ CUNEL

Speedom~!er distunce is measured from
the plaza immediule[y i]L fronl oft he chapel.

(0.0 m 0.0 km) Leave the chapel and
cemetery by the road tu the right.

(0.6 m 1.0 km) Down the road, to the
left of the next village, (’unel, is seen the
Bois de la Pulti&e, ~n ex(:(:ption~illystr{)ng
point in the German defensive organiza-
tion. It was taken on October 14 by t})e
3d and 5th Divisions after hard fighting.

(1.4 m 2.3 km) At the church in the Jil-
Iage of Ornel turn to the left.

(1.6 m 2.6 km) Beyond town, by look-
ing to the left, may be had a fine view of
the exposed slopes and ridges over which
the American troops advanced. The
commanding situation uf the many Ger-
man machine-gun positions located nem
the edge of the Bois de la Pult.ibre, which
is seen t,{) the right, is evider. t from ].ere.
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~ BOis

C6te de Ch~tillon Bantheville

k ‘~k-

de Bantheville

.
—~ 1

-~ --
‘-~~;

~~a:

I
(2.4 m3.9km) Ilcyond thcvillagecem-

etery, on the second crest, where a good
ponoramie is obtained of the terrain to the
front nnd right front, STOP.

‘l’he town ahead in the valley is 13anthe-
ville. The village marked by the scat-
t.mwd I1OUS(?Sto the right of Bant,heville
and some distance from it is Andevanne.

Face Andevanne, the direction to which
is :ll)~)lY)XjMiLtCl~ north.

lley(~n(f Andevanne is Sedan, 25 miles
from here, through which ran the lateral
railroad which was the main goal of the
American Meuse-Argonne offensive.

1~’ordauntless courage ond the overcom-
ing of seemingly impossible obstacles, the
fighting of the American soldier Up to and
immediately beyond this point is unsur-
passed in the history of the war.

On the ridges behind here was located
the famous Hindenlmrg Line, the Ger-
man d[jfensiv{? ]Josil.ion constructed with
t Ile hope that it would be impregnable.
Along the l~t,ight.sin front of her(? was the
Gcrlnan J’r{.ya lmsitiml, pla]m(,d with
the idws thtlt it would be held, in case
]J(n-tions of the Hindenburg Line were
broken through, until those portions
could be regained by counterattacks.

A glance at the landscape with its
ridges, woods and open fields will give
some idea of tlie difficulties w]lich the
American units had to overcome. Each
patch of woods was skillfully organized as
a strong point and numerous enemy ma-
chine guns in them and in other concealed
positions often were not discovered until

Ih)ol-M);l Fromstop

their fire started to cut down the advanc-
ing lines. The conduct of the American
troops in overcoming the resistance in
this vicinity and in forcing their way for-
ward is beyond all praise.

If we consider with the above the fact
that the Germans were using every energy
and means at their communal to check the
advance on this front and thus protect
their vital railroad at Sedan, the task
performt?d hy the Amerimn Army will be
clearer and much better appreciated.

Positions in the woods near here fre-
quently changed hands several times on
the same clay and the opposing lines at
night were sometimes but a few yards
apart. The situation was so balanced
that a moment’s relaxation by either side
risked immediate loss of men and ground.

!XhhDivision Rarinn Pmty Gning Forwwd
1-1)1ough rl]c lk}is dcs R;lppes,

octobcl 25, 1918
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B’OIS de Banthevillu Barrlcourt He!ghts I+ill 343 Bois de Sassey

Ie Gd Carr6 Farm Andevanne Bois des Rappes

Chassogne Farm

—-~

t

North of CIIIWI

After the ctiIJtuI’c! of Itumagne, seen in
the valley to the h?ft, and C6te Dame
Marie, the high wooded peak just beyond
it, the 32d I)ivision continued to advance
until it IIad ovcrru)i mos~ of tlie Buis de
Bantheville, the ltirge WO((I which covers
the tops of the hills to t}ie left and left
fr(ll)t. ‘1’lit,8!)tl I 1 )i\~isi(rt) r(,lit,\(, (l tile

32d CR Octolwr 211, on a line w])ich in-

cluded the woocl[?d ilill 011tile Sliy line seen
just 10 lllt’ rigl!t 01 IIN?cllitr{l) i)) I?afitl)(+
vine. IL lilt(,l’ Sll(x[’(:[lld itl {apturing lhe
remainder of that \vo(J(l :11~(1in advancing
through it to near l,e Grand Carr6 Form,
the group t~f l)uil~iings StTIII on tile hill
beyond LIK?vill:l~e (,f ll:lntllevi] le.

The 5th Divisi(jn ilft(>r eight dnys of
intense and bitter fighting finally cmn-
pleted, on Octolwr 21, the capture of the
Bois des Rappes, the Inrge wood which

II ‘“ “i’ t

is seen just to the right of this road.
On Oetoher 23 the 90th Division, which

had relieved the 5th Division on the pre-
ceding (lay, Ut,t,ac](C!(lfrom the ri(lge to
tile left rear at]d from the Bois de
Bantheville, captured Wmtheville and
estalllishe(l its(?lf Iwyond that town. The
(Iivisi(,n fr~JllLliilt: on Lll:ktnight ext(?nded
iL(:ross the open fk]ds from the Bois des
Itiippes to ‘the end of the wood seen to the
It,fl l,f 1,(: (lralld C:irrfi F;lrm.

‘1’hc womled ridges on the sky line to
the left of Andevunne are Biirricourt
Heights, and the most promineut wooded
hill s(?en some distimce to the right of
ii];It villa~e is Ilill 343,

‘1’I:e Freyat pcs.ition in front of here ran
along Ihrricourt lTeights, passed through
An(!evanne, included Hill 343 and con-
tinued on through the 130is de Sassey,
which is partially visible on the horizon
})ry{)f]d the B[.is d{s Rappes.

‘1’l!e d:itc fixed I)y tl:e I’irst ArImy ft,r
the gwwrii] assault. i:gtiinst this strong
(~~Irtt,:IllIill(, W::S N(w{,nll)l,r 1. ‘1’11(!JII,
\’ i;l;(l I Corps, in that order from right
1ii Irft, were to take port in the attack.
The V Corps, which was to make the
m::in tulvan~e, was in the center uf the
Army zone of attaclc and h~d the 89th
Division in line to the lt’ft of Le Grand
Cit~r6 Farm, and the 2d “Divkicn on the
far side of tlw 89th, with its front line
just beyond Ctrte & Chfttillon, the
wooded hill sec~nto tile left front in the
distance peeping up over the Bois de

Banthevil]e. The immediiite mission of



~7(> .4 NIL1{l CAN O1>K1{A’l IONS” IN lllli hlli US1l-Alt(io N( *l. l{li(ilo N

the JT Corps was to capture the dominat- irnmediately in front of here, and the 5th

ing Barricourt IIeights, tl)e accwmplish- Division, which had reentered the line,
ment of which was certain to cause the the one beyond the Bois des Rappes.
Germans on this front to retire in haste The I Corps, on the left of the Army,
arross the Meuse River toward Clermany. was to cover the fliink of the V Corps

The 111 Corps, in front of and to the and was given an objective in the right

right of here, was to assist in the main part of its zone of action which was
attack and be ready to force its way over about 4 miles in advance of its front line.
the hleuse River, which is about 3:; miles After an extremely heavy artillery
away to Ihe right and runs just the other lwmbardrnent lasting two hours, the at-
side of the Bois de Sassey. In this curps, tack was launched on the morning of
tile 901h Division had the zone of attack November 1. When the infantry jumped



oif fit 5 :2(1 3. m. all a\ ailul)le artiller y fire
was conctmt rxted in a rolling )xirrage
about 1,100 ymxis iJ\ deptl), which pro-

gressed immediately in front of tile ad-
vancing lines. This intense and ex-
tremely effective fire :lnd the severity of
the inf antry assault, so overwhelmed the
Germ~m dt,f,’rldt’rs t.1,:,1.the atta,,k was a
remarkable success flxjm the outset.

The 2d and 89th 1}ivisiorrs, to the left
of her(?j c:lJ)turc’(1 l]:]! rirfjurl Ilcights by
early afternoon; wh ilc in frorrt of here the
90th Divisic)n tO(]li Andevanne, the
wooded ridge seen h I the right nf and
hey(~nd Andev:inne, a[ld Chmsogne Farm,
seen to tl]e right fronl 1W1OWthe Sliy line.
The fighting was sevvre but the dash of
the America Il troo]; was irresistible.
Hill 343, an exrel)tiou;,liy strong position,
held out until the at’[urnoon of Novem-
ber 2, when it was cal,tured by soldiers of
the 90th Division aft(r a bitter struggle.

The 5th Division swung toward the

hleuse I{iver during its udvance and
reached tlie Imnfis of that stream to the
right of the Bois de Sassey on November
3; tile swne day the 90th Division
reached the river by fighting its way
forward through that dense wood.

The I Corps, on the left of the Army,
wllit,ll fw’(’d tlir unllrt)l{erl IIind[?nl)urg
Line on most of its front, met stubborn
resistance during the tirst day of the at-
tack hut in s!)ile of this drove forward
an average distance of ~< mile. Thut
night, due to the deep advance of the
V Corps, the German troops in front of
the I Corps retired and from then on its
progress was exceptionally rapid.

The battle soon hecarne a pursuit, the
enemy fighting a delaying action. All
Ameri{:an divisions pushed forward rap-

idly until they reached the Meuse River,
which flows obliquely across the direc-
tion of advance of the Army and passes
through S(?d:m. l’rorn Novem})er 1 on



Observ:ltion BA1loon Hit by German Shells

Contillg Dolvn in F1.lnws

‘1’l]c 1,.ill(wnis~s ,ll-e ,Icsccl]dil]g by p.lr,l( Il(irc

llle l)rogress of the Americ:]n Army was

co]l!,inuous” until halt,eci by the Armistice.

From II[,r(: to Iltir, v hi(l) is lfJ miles

away to ih(: 1(,ft front, the descril)ed route

r(Ins gcn{, ru]ly ]Iorthwest traversing in suc-
(,l,ysi{)l) tlIt, z(IIIt,s (If a(.tiun of the American
wth, twth , 2(1 and 80th Divisions.

EN lio[JTE NORTH ol~. ([JNI;I,
TO 1{11,1, 289

de 13al)i6mot]t. In spite of two deter-
mined assaults on November 1 the 5th
Division was unable to take that wood
until the morning of the next day.

(2.9 m 4.7 km) Ilcforc reaching rnil-
road (which was not here in 1918) on
right of road, is a 5th Division marker,
one of many erected by that division after
the Armistice on or near its battlefields.

(3.0 m 4.8 km) While crossing the rail.
road, to the right down the valley is seen
an isoluted bald-topped hill, called C6te
St. C.ermain, which is situated on the
other side of the Meuse River. That hill
will be passed close up later in the tour.

(:1.:1n] 5.~1knl) In Ilanlhevilie, where
the road cn(ls turn to (1IC right; at road
fork at edge of town, hear left.

After capturing Banthevil]e on October
23, the 90th Division established its
front line near the crest of the hill which
is seen to the right of this road.

It is reported that on that hill a 90th
Division soldier, of Italian descent,
charged a machine-gun nest manned by
six Germans. After killing three of the
enemy he made prisoners of the others and
marched them nearly 8 miles to division
headquarters where, in broken English, he
insisted upon telling the division com-
mander about his experiences.

(4.5 m 7.2 km) Near top of hill, the wood
seen ahead is the northern end of the

“~L’llL!Lfof .111~hWrV:\tioll 1]11!()()11MolllltWl
wicll Two Mxchilw GtILIS I(x

.4nri-.4ircr:lftDefense

(2.7 m 4.3 km) While descending hill,
10 the rig hi in the vnllvy is sec]i the ‘vill:Igc
of Ain(rcvil]c which wus captured on
Octulwr 30 by the 5th I)ivision.

(2.8 m 4.5 km) The small wood which
is seen just above Aincreville is the Bois



A\ll, 1(1 (’AN ol~lil{A,ll{)NS IN ‘1’IIJ; hll; lJSl; -,\l:(; ONNl: R1. (,loh 279

Bois de Iliintheville. After its mpturc on were then illotrg th(! (,(lg(+ {~f lllt, W{)t)(l L<)
October 22, the (lermans I,(,mhartieci it the left rear, under continuous machine-
almost continuously with high explosive gun fire and rcwcued two wounded officer:;.
shells and mustard gas projectiles. For conspicuous gallantry and uttpr dis-

(4.6 m 7.4 km) At top of hill, 10 Ihc regard for th~,ir own s:tfcty whilo pvrform-
right I_ron( is seen lie (irand ( ‘arrO Fiirlll, ing this d{!(!d {)f mt,rt,y LIItw nwn w(,r(,
captured on November 1 by the 9t)th awarded Congressional Medals of honor.
Division; and beyond it to the right, Hill In the wood seen on the hill ahead
343, talien by that division t})e next dity. occurred the heroic act of First I.ieut onant

Rmcf Between Bmcheville ond R6umnville, November 1918

This mad is ptissed over on the described tour

(5. ] n) 8.2 km,) At lhe road fork in (1IC
next valley, bear right and STOP near lhe
mud junction without leaving automobile.

Note the wartime condition of this vitl-
ley its shown l)y the shove photograph
taken after the American advance. 1n
the photograph the road climbing the hill

is the OIIe the tourist has just descended.
‘1’his road junrlitrn was on the l“irst

Army jun]p-t)ff line of Novem}}t?r 1 and
also was on the boundary line between the
zones of tlIe X9th and 90th Divisions.

It was to the left of here that un
Odohfw 31 Pri vatc First Clxss C]lilrl(+s

1). lhr’g(’r’ ;111(1]’rival,c J(:SSC N. h’unk,
89th I}ivisif>n, upon t.lwir own initiative,
matte two trips as stretcher hearers 500
yards hcyond the American lines, which

IIarold A. Furlong, MN]) Division, which
is illustrative of the many individual feats

of bravery perf(Jrmed by the American

soldiers during the Novemlmr 1 atti(tli.

In this wood Lieutenant Furlt,ng, finding

his company held up on tl,at morning Ijy
wilheriug machine-gun fire which iiilled
his comlmny commander, moved out al(mc
iind worked his wily into tl]c (iernw. il
]X)Siki(JI1. I [S3 SUC!tX2e~e~ iIl ~L?ttill~ }J(}hit)d

the lin{? of machine guns and (.10:s[:(1 in on
them one ilt u time, Iiilling a )Iunlll{,r (if
the [?nemy with his rifle, lmt(ill~: four
machi m-gun Il(,sts ollt (If il(.t iofi, iill(l
driving W (Icrlnull ])rist)llcrs ililfj lhu
Americim lines. For his except if~niil (i;lr-
ing this courageous oilicwr was liltl!r award-
ed the Congressional Medal of Hunor.
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(5.6 m 9.0 km) (’ontinue 10 the top of
the next crest, where a few buildings can
he seen to the lefl front in the valley,
STOI” without leaving the arrltrmohile.

The alwve panorama is from this point.
The nearest buildings are those of La

Ilhuy Farm. To the right of them in the
valley can be seen a few houses of the vil-
lage of I.andres-et-St. Georges.

At this point can be obtained a good
view trf a large part of the jump-off line
of the First Army on November 1.

From the road junction just passed, the
line followed the edge of the large wood,
seen to the left across the valley, and in-
cluded C6te de Ch5tillon, the nearest
prominent wooded hill seen to the left.
From there it ran approximately parallel
to this road and included St. Juvin, which

Pworan)a Fronl Stop North

can be seen at the foot of the wooded
heights on the Sliy line to the right of and
beyond the buildings of La Dhuy Farm.
From St. Juvin it, c(,]ltinued on for :~l)out
4 miles and joined the French line near
the edge of the wooded heights on the
sky line, which to the left of St. Juvin are
the Argonne Forest and to the right of
that town m-e the Bois de 130urgogne.

‘l’he 8WA Division jumped off from the
line to the left of here. The center of its
zone of action passed through the wood
seen down the road ahead. The 2d Divi-
sion started from CMe de Chiitillon and
beyond. Landres-et-St. Georges was
near the center of its zone of action.
These divisions, which had fought sid(? by
side in the St. Mihiel offensive, were the
assault divisions of the V Corps which
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of Bois de Banthevillc

was expected tu tI]:lk(?ihe grefltes,t initi;ll
penetration of th{ corps 01) the Army front.

The 80t.h Divi:,ion wa>, )jeyond tl)e 2d;
the line (If the i ith includwf St. Juvin,
which was Ilear the ceni er of ik sector;
and the 7Sth was still farl her on, the near
edge of the woodf?d heigl]ts being the far
boundary of its ~,rcscribwl zone of ottack.

Continue.

(6.6 n110.6 km) \Vl~ilc i~pl)ro:lchinglhc
next village, Rd]tlonville, heyorrd it to (he
right and left arc seen Ilarr-icourt Heights,
the first main (Jljjective (If the Americnrr
Army in its }’ .vernber 1 attack. Hill
299, seto Ley,, [ the t(,wn, was in the
zone of :iction ,f the 2d Division. R6-
monville nnd tit, heights to the right of
IIil1299 werein !hatoftlle 89th Division.

The natural tlt?fensi~-e strength of the

CIernIk~nl’r(,ya position, which rim }Llong

those height:, isevicfent from here, Note
the steep exposed slopes up which tht,
Americwr tru(,ps had t,) advance and th,.
wuorfs along the tops of the hills which
afforded the cll(~nly gomi (,t)tl(:(,illlll[,llt
and exuellent ]woteclion for histroo])s.

Near this road on November 1, Ser-
geant Arthur J. Forrest, 89th Division,
won Lhe Ct)ngr~,ssit)nul Medu] of lI{)n(]r.
When the adv~ince of his cornp:iny w:is
held up ))y fire frwrn a nest of six enemy
machine guns, Sergeant Fur-rest worked
his w:iy alone tu d point within 50 yards
of the m:i(,tline-gun ILest. Charging the
nest singkhandt,dj he {irove the enemy olit
in disorder, killing one witti the butt of
his rifle. ‘rhis gallaut, exl)loit permitted
the advance of his company to continLie.

RLnmnvilie Soon After lrs Capture by rhc 89rh Division on

Novcn,bcr 1, 19]8
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(7.:) m 11.7 1<111) In tllc village ot’ It6- ::fternoon (f ?ioveml~rr ] The 89th WaS

monville, at the pl;tcc where lhc road >ibreost f~fthe 2<1on its right. on Novem-
ends, (Iltu to (1IC Iet’(; al the fur edt~e of l)t?r’ 2 tl:e 89tl) I“)ivisi(~n udvanced the
the viilagc, (urn 10 ihe right. right c f it.; line ahoLIt 2 miles farther.

(7.5 m 12.1 I..m) Ashort distance he- (S.9n~ 14.3 l:m) At crrtrancelo village,
yond town the zon( of acticn cf ~he 2[1 lxke ihc rend to the right itnd continue

Divisicn d{lring the :icival]ce i,; ejltered. through Iown 10WXMI[Iuzarrcy.
(7.7 m 12.4 km) }Vhile nscending hiH, Bayonville WM cupturcd in (he morn-

tothelcft inthevidl(, yiswen I,andreville, ing of INoveml,er 1 }Jy the 2d Division.

(; CIIII,III \\/.IIIIi IIg f~g,iills[ AIrl~l.IIIcs ~Ir l~,IyuII\Illu

Nuvemberl (;ncc]llntere(l strorlgresist:ir~ce
from numei-[)us machine guns. These
guns wrrc finally overconle and tile il[l-

vl:nct: wos [’on(ifiu(xi on overt his hill.
(8.’ilil 14. (J1;n]) }J’llilc:][)l]rtj:lcllingtlle

next viilag(,, li:lyonville, to the right are

(!).;! ]11 15.1) I,n:j l!t,yOn{l to\\n, }vhilc
ascending hiil, 10 I1?CIc,t’1in the Viiilt>y is
~(+enInl&[Jurt which was captured a])~ut
11:00 o’ciork in the rnornini; of Novenl-
Ij{’r 1 l~y tl)c klotll l)ivisi(]n, ;Ifl(,r wlli[.h
:1severe counkruttii[i: ugainst the troops
in the viil::gf; W:IS rei)ulsf,d.

(lo. ] m 16.;1 Lrn) llL,ynud next high
crest, continue 80 yurds, then S’1’01’.
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“~l]clargetrce(~ntllis crest (1937) can
lx? SC(?I1from the monument on Lfont-

faueon and is a conspicuous landmark
from many other places in this region.

l~accdown thcroatf,whichat this plaee
runs apprwxirnatelynorthwest.

This point is on IIill 289 and was near
the boundary line between the zones of
action of the 2d and 80th Divisions.

The tour has just entererf thearwa cap-
tur{dbythe I Corps, the left corpsof the
First .4rmy in its November offensive.
‘1’hc other lwundary of its zone of action
ran close to the far edge of the Bois de
Bourgogne, the largew(j(~dedareaseen{)l~
theskyl inetot heleft and Ieft front.

The I Corps objective during the No-
vember 1 attack was a line running near

l’.lnor.lmt{ Fi-OlII Srop

l’erpel, the second village seen to the left.

On the first day of the attack the I Corps

met great resistance at the lIindenburg

line and the progress of its units was

slow, except for the right of the 80th
Division which captured the small wooded
areas on this slope, including those seen
in the foreground to the right front. The
front line nf the division that night ran
from near here to the left rear for approxi-
mately 4 miles, almost parallt?l to the
direction of advance of the Army.

On Nmwmlwr 2, due to the withdraw:.1
of the Germans un the previous night, the
progress in the I Corps was rapid and hy
that evening all its divisions had reached
a line beyond this point, the 80th Divisicn
having captured the bald-topped lill seen
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to the left front, and tll(~ right of the 7’ith
being dbreast ,)f it. The left of the 77th
Division was to the observer’s right of
Th6norgues, tl,(? first village seen to the
left front over the ridge, and the 78th
Division was to the right of Briquenay,
the villugc seen })eyond l’lknorgues.

The nearest town seen to the left is
Sivry-les-Buz:incy, captured by the 80th
Division on November 2. The town just
beyond it is l’c?rpel, ,Iccol)ied by the ‘i7th
Division the siime dtiy. The ttlwns sct?li
beyond Vc’r[xl, near the foot of tile
wooded heights, were in the zone cf action
of the 78LII Division, whi(ll had been held
up on Nlwemblr 1 in front of the Bois des
Loges, the first I,rominent wooded hill seen
to the left of a),d beyond Verpel. rrht

wood was one of the strongest points of
the Ilindenburg Line and proved impos-
sibleto capture by direct assault. It WaS

occupied early in the morning of Novem-
ber2 by the Americm soldiers after the
German troops had been withdrawn.

EN ROUTE HILL 289 TO NORTH OF BAR

(11.0 m 17.7 km) While approaching
the next town, Buzancy, to the right across
the valley are seen the heights to which
the Germans withdrew their main forces
on the night of November 1–2. The MNh
Division, on November 2, established its
lines to the right in the valley at the foot
of this hill, facing the German position.

(11.3 m 18.2 km) Before entering ~own,
a German military cemetery is passe(l.





‘T’K)ops IVus[ ()( B’lr, C.ompullml [() lJ,ISS

Am(}rd 11(idgc lki IIg Itclxliwd,

Novcnllrer’ 3, 1918

I]llz:lll[y W:ls f<,rm(,r’ly ii furtifi(!i] toW1l.

In the Wur of 1870 1,(.tween Prussia and
France cuvtilry figlkti]lg took place near it.

(1 1.9 m 19.2 litn) .Iflcr entering town,
note thtit m:lny of th(. walls and buildings
on the right side 01 the street are still
(1937) Irlarli(’d by ritlc and machine-gun

])ullcts from the frgl)lillg in the vi{inity.

(1?.:1 1111!). S IilT)) Ill c{,n(w Of llllZilllC)’,

I)wrr right; pws church, then I)cur Ief’1.

This town w;is captui d hy the 80111Divi-
sion early 011(he aft(: l)oon of November 2
after brisk fighting. Shoi-tly thereafter it
was under }Je:ivy h,,stile artillery and
machine-gun fire, and in flames.

After the Americ:l]w }lud advanced
beyond it, the only roads availal)le for the
77Lh and 130thDivisions passed through
IIuzancy. Knowing that these would
he crowded, the Gernmns shelled and
homl)f,(l tII(;,.r{,ssr,lu[ls i]l t{,wn for several
days, thus I)l:iliing [he IIlov(illl(hllt d
troops and sup[)lies tllrorrgh this village a
hazardou sand difficult undertal;ing.

IIuzan{y was the h’(!tl~T)ivision IIead-
[l~]a]terstli]rillg the pcri~d Novemlwr 4 7.

(13.0 m 20.9 km) A( the ne:tr edge or
the next vill~lg{>, Ilar, the zone of :iction
0[ the 77th l~ivisi(ju is entered.

(13.2 m 21.2 km) l’nss lhrnugh IItir,
whi(h was ctipltIrwl(Iuri]lg the aft(, moor)”
of Nov(~ml)(’r 2 I)y tl]e ‘77th T>ivision.

(287)
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(13.5 m 21.7 km) Beyond the town, at
the first road crossing, turn to the right.

(14.0 m 22.5 km) Just before reaching
the first LEFT bend in the road, STOP.

To the right rear in the valley is Bar.
Face just to the right of Bar, which

direction is approximately south.
To the left front is Buzancy. Beyond

and to the left of it, the most prominent
wooded hill is Hill 289, which was the
last stop on this tour. To the left of it,
in the distance, there is visible the near
end of the wooded Barricourt Heights.

When the Germans facing the I Corps
withdrew during the night of November
1–2, they established new temporary
positicns on these slopes with their front
line running close to this point. Machine
gun units and detachments of other
troops had been left behind to delay the
American advance as much as possible.

Overcoming the resistance cn their
front in sharp fighting in the morning, the
divisions of the I Corps advanced rapidly.
The 80th and 77th Divisions reached the
wide valley in front of here during the
afternoon and established positions on

American34-CentimeterGun
on Railroad Mount

PanoramaFrom

thk side of it. The 80th Division front
line ran from near Bar to the observer’s
left for about Z% miles. Part of the 77th
Division was at the foot of these slopes,
its line including Bar. The rest of that
divisicn was just this side of Th6norgues,
the village seen directly ahead in the
distance. The valley between here and
there was in many places knee deep in
water and impassable. The front line of
the 78th Division was located to the
observer’s right of and some distance on
this side of the ~llage of Th6norgues.

On November 3 the German positions
here were attacked and carried by the
American troops, the main enemy forces
having retired during the night. This
procedur+in which the Germans retired
their main forces to a new position at
night but left machine gun units scattered
in strong defensive positions to hinder
pursuit, and in which the Americans ad-
vanced the next day, overcame the de-
termined machine gun resistance and
fought their way forward toward the new
position until atopped in front of it—was
repeated almost daily until November 7
at which time all German troops on the
First Army front had been withdrawn
to the east of the Meuse River.

The village of Foss&, seen on top of tbe
hill to the left rear, was near the boundar:-
line between the 2d and 80tb Divisions.
It was taken by troops of the 2d Diri-
sion about 6:00 a. m. on November 3.

The village seen on the sky line to the
right is Belleville-sur-Bar. On the hill-
side some distance to the left of it is seen
Boult-aux-Bois, near which, on the mcrn-
ing cf November 3, the 78th Divisio]l
joined with a unit of the French Fourth
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SrOp Near Bar

Army which had advanced on the far side
of the Bois de Bourgogne, thus pinching
out that strong defensive feature.

The first town, Autruche, seen to the
right rear, was taken by the 77th Division
about noon on November 3. The village
seen beyond it, Authe, had been occupied
just before noon by the 78th Division.

To the right of Autruche, on the sky
line, is seen a patch of woods which marks
the ridge just beyond the village of Verri-
~res. After a sharp fight that town was
captured by the 78th Division about 5:00
p.m. on November 3. The troops of the
division then established their front line
on the ridge located beyond the town.

For the next 10 miles the tour goei with
the direction of advance of the American
First Army and paases over territory
captured by the 80th and 2d Divisions.

EN ROUTE NE~ BAR TO SOUTH
OF BEAUMONT

(14.5 m 23.3 km) Beyond next crest to
the right front is seen the valley up which
the 80th Division advanced on November
3. Strong resistance was encountered
near the upper part of that valley.

(15.0 m 24.1 km) At the fist road fork,
keep to the right.

(15.4 m 24.8 km) At first crest, to the
left front in the distance is seen the high
wooded hill, Mont du Cygne, taken by the
7~th Division on November 5. Mont-
faucon, 16 miles away, can be seen in the
distance to the right on the sky line.

(17.1 m 27.5 km) Beyond first sharp
S-bend in road, on the next crest the SOth
Division line of November 3 crossed this
road approximately at right angles to it.

(17.3 m 27.S km) At next main ro:~d

fork, turn to the right and descend toward
Vaux-en-Dieulet, which is seen ahead in
the valley. That town was captured on
November 4 by the 80th Division.

(1’7.5 m 28.2 km) While descending
hill, to the right front is seen a large high
hill, Hill 308, fire from which stopped the
advance of the right flank units of the
80th Division on November 3.

(18.1 m 29.1 km) In Vaux-en-Dieulct,
at the church, bear to the left.

(18.4 m 29.6 km) At road junction bc.
yond the town, bear to the right.

(19.0 m 30.6 km) Where large hill de-
scends to road, the zone of action of the
2d Division and V Corps is again entered.

(19.6 m 31.5 km) Just before reaching
the first road junction, STOP witho~t
leaving the automobile.

The large buildings seen to the right up
the valley are those of ChzMeau de Belval,
captured by the 2d Division before 9:00
a. m. on November 3. The progress of
the units of the division was then stopped
by heavy fire from the woods which are
seen ahead and to the left of this road.

The infantry regiments of the divisicn

Gertnan Monument to Their Dead in the

operations Near Beaumonr in 1870
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(it had two r~>gimc]l(s of infantry :md two
of marill(,s) wt,re (Ir$lt,redto nlal.e a vigor-
ous ucfv:!ncc tl]at [,~,ening. soon” after
rlark these regim(l ts started forward ill
column in arlvan~(, -guard f(]rmaliun, led
by Ger~~]:lr]-s]]e:il.il,~ sol{litrs, with the
high ground near Iieaumont, :ibout ~
miles to the left front) :is their gtM1. After
breaking through Iht. hostile front line,
the two regiments, with a 1 tittalit)r] of
marill(w III(W(, (JII (11(,rn, rti~,i( [1 F(jrw:[r(l
rapicf!y; :u1(l M tli{, ]Iiglll wxfi (,xlr(, nl(,ly
dark the miir(,l~ir]~ tr(,(j~}s ]mss(,~~I)ra[t i-
cally unnotice(i. Such resist ante as was
met w:~s t,liminate{l as qui(, tly as ptwsible
by having the hetid of the column stop
while detach ments from the rear worked

Ill. hll. [! bli-,il{(; ohNl: 1:1>(, ION ~y ]

2d Division column reached here the farm
was full of sleeping Germans who were
capturwl without difficulty and sent to
the rear ul]rfer a strong guard.

(21 .1 ]m34.() km) Just beyond the farm,
tile Ameri (an troops routed a hostile ljat-
Lrlion engaged in digging trenches.

A short distance further on, an enemy
ma(.liine gun company that had halted
iil(lrlg th(? t’oil(l WilS {’UptUrO(l.

(2:1. I Ill :$7.2 1.111)Ih,yoll(l (11(, wood, ” at

tlIe first g’r(IIIp 0[ buildings, 1A Tuilc,ric
Farm, :~J)lJroxir]liltc,ly40 Gerrnun soldit,rs
wer(~ surprised and made prisoners.

‘i’]l(i rn(. num(nt ~CI’(JSS the road from
this farm is a monument in commemora-
iior] of German dead in the War of 1870.

111(.111>1 01 l!\ 1(1111<111( (.11111.11

their way im,und tile ilanlis ~]fthe (Jl)p,w
ing units aIld ()\r(’r’(,i]m{: ~]1(’lTl. 11ostile
artillery that was seen tiring from tho
woods at ol)jectivm within tile American
lines Was I(,ft Illlllll)lt%i.(’(i so iiS ]Iot to

alarm the (’llemy as its cil])turewould 1)(,
assured I)y L}](: success of the nlarx,h.

(’ontinue.
(19.(; m 31.5 km) At the road junction,

turn sharp left toward IIeuunront.
(20.7 m 33.;i km) At_tcr (,niming wood,

at rood junclion where road bends sharp-
ly to left, the tour joins the rout{, followed
))y the u]liis of t}ie ~d I)ivision at ilir
time of th,’ir daring night man(wv(r.

(20.9 ]11 :1:).(; 1:]]1) ‘IIIc first group 01’

bnil(lings is Iii Forge Furm. WhelI thu

,2:1,5 r,l ;lT,S ]~111)(:ontinue beyond the

next buildings, which arc La Petite Foret
Vurm, shout 300 yards, then S’N)P.

Emerging from the woods in rear of
here s]lor’lly uft~,r midt]ight, the 2d Divi-
sion rmlumll depltjycxl, at right angles to
this road, on a line ptissing near- this point.
Tile ulnits of the column were then al)out
4 miles ahead of the adjoining divisions.

It is tin interesting fiwt that, the route
tti]i~l) lJy ~lle z~ Division coincided with
that used hy the Germans on August 30,
1870, when they surprised und defeated
the FI,(II(,II whu were cam]wd ])ear Ihwu-
lnollt. The (lermun monuments Iim:it[,{l
Ilt>ur1,;1 ‘1’uilcrie F:trm illl(l the village of

Ile:lumunt commemorate that, operation.
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Face down the road, which direction at
this point is a],proxirnately northeast.

l’he Meuse IIiver is only 2 miles away;

the wooded hill which is seen straight ahead
on the sky line is on the other side of it.

Shortly before noon on November’ 4 the
2d Division attriclied from its line near

here towar(l Beaumont, w}]ose church is

SeeI) in the valley to the ]eft front. In-
tense hostile fire was immediately en-
countered frcm the front and flanks and
after heavy losses the attempt to advance
was given up. The division front line
WaS then established across this road
abuut 100 yards ahead, tind a]ollg this

side of the ridge seen to the right front.
By the evening of November 4 the 80th

Division had established itself along the
edge of the hinge wood partially seen to

42d Division Ti-oopsResting in Front of Chcwwges,
Newt%dtn, November 7, 1918

1’:I1l(:IUII1l From Smp

the left rear, and the 89th Division, to
the right of here, had come up abreast
of the 2d Division. There were, however,
wide gaps in the front line in the intervals
between the zones of these three divisions.

(h the next day the 89th and 2d Divi-
sions advanced to the bluffs of the Meuse,
the 89th Division occupying the For+t de
Jarrlnay, the large wood seen on the
horizon to the right front, while the 2rl
Division moved to the top of the wooded
hill which is seen almost directly ahead.

Beaumont was mopped up about dawn
on November 5 by troops of the 2d and
tlOtli Divisions. l’he 80th Division front
line that night ran from near Beaumont
to the vicinity of the buildings, LSI
Thibaudine Farm, seen to the left in the
trees on top of the hill across the valley.
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German Monument Foret de Jaulnay

hlth Of ]]C:ILIIIIOI1[

The farm seen to the left front across the
valley is La Harnoterie Farm, occupied
by the 80th Division early on the 6th.

About dawn on November 6 the 1st
Division relieved the 80Lh Division and
during the morning a(ivanced to the
Meuse River. At approximately 7:30 in
the evening it moved toward Sedan, 10
miles away to the left front. The 2d
Division t~~li over tlie zone thus vacated.

EN ROUTE SOUTIr OF BEAIJMONT ‘I’() NORTH

OF PONT-MAIJGIS

(23.5 m 37.8 km) Fifty yards farther on,
to the right of the rood is seen a 2d Divi-
sion boulder mtirlier, one of many erected
hy that clivision on its former battlefields.

(24.4 m 39.3 km) At the new edge of
the viliogc of Deaumont, turn to the left.

the village, beyond [hc church, bear Ief(.
The tour has now turned wd, awiiY

from the hleuse l{iver, and for 4 miles
runs about at right angles to the direction
of dVU)(W of the l~irst Army.

(24,9 n~40.1 1{1]])At thcfar edge of town,
the zone of action of the 80th Division
during the advance is again entered.

(25.6 m 41.2 lim) At top of next high
hill to the left rear across the valleY is
seen I,a Petite For@t Farm, which is
situated in the vicinity of the last stop.

To the right front near the edge of the
nearest wood, ihe hl[il dings I)ilrc’ly visihlc
because of the trees are those of La
lIarnotc,rie I“wrn. Machin(, gun fire from
that farm on the at’~ernoon of Novernher 5
stopped the advance of the 80th Division.

Gcrlnan ]nfmtry ~iring ~~ithTck5,0piL sights,
NovctnlwI 191s. k) (;
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[he frt}]il line of tile 80th I)ivisio]l, whith

liwl Iw<’n advanced from the left on No-
v(,mher 5, wtis close to this road.

(26.5 m 42.6 km) The buildings passed
next are those of La l’hibaudine Farm,
which was calJtured I)y the 80th llivision
[luring its Mivancc on Novcmher 5.

(27.6 m 44.4 km) At next group of
buildings, there is seen straight down the
road a high prominent ridge upon which
is the villoge of Stonne, captured on
Novemhtr 5 hy th[? ‘7’7thDivision.

The 42d Division, which relieved th{?
T8[ II l)ivisi(~n 011 Nov{In~lN*r 6, l~:d w-
vanced hy evening so that its front line
W;Mshout in prolongation of this road on
the other side of the village of Stonne.

(28.8 m 46.3 lim) At the next crossrond,
turn 10 the right.

From here until the Meuse River is
re~iched the tour follows along the zone
of action of the 77t h Division.

(29.5 m 47.5 km) The next village, l.a
ll(>SiIC{’, was c:lptured hy the 77th Divi-

sion on N(}vemlwr 5. The division met
determined resistance just, beyond town

which could not he overcome during thut.
day. On the next day, however, its
advance units moved rapidly forward to
the itIeuse River, 5j5 miles away.

(31.2 m 50,2 km) Ahout 1:$/4miles far-
ther on, at shilrp S-bend in road, to the
right up the Villl(, y is seen Nalm o(’ur
which the 77th Division encountered
mac}line-gun resistance on the morning of
November 6. It also met with resistance
on the slopes seen to the left of this road.

(32.7 m 5!2.(~ IiIn) t’ontinue through
I{oucourl, (n])turc(] :Lljout 2:10 ]). m. on
Novernl)er (i hy the 77th Division.

The boundary between the 42d and
77th Divisions during the iidvance was
just beyond the small stream in the valley
which the tour is now following.

It is reported that the inhabitants of
some of the towns displayed white flags
ut the approach of the American forces,
to prevent the advancing troops from
firing on places which were not defended

77rh Division Anti-Aircraft Post at Raucourt, Novcn]t:er 10, 191S



l)y (lemon soldiers. As the advunce guards

entered the villages, the joy of the ~je[)l)le
iit being liberfl ted after four y[?nrs of
(;[rman (w(.upat,if)n lfnt,w n{) I)(IuII(Is.

(;;4.2 m 55.0 knij The IICXL villtigc,
llaraucourf, wils e]itt:re(l at about the
s;in]t> ti]]i~, ()]) N{)v(ll]llcr (; ))y units of
I)otll tlIe 42(1 iIII(~ l“i(l I l)ivisiijt~s.

(1)4.!) m 5(i.2 Lm) Ilt,yond town, nt first

hi~h (r(,s(, 111(, Ilills :((11 (lo~JII tlII v:illt,y
:lrc on (lIf, f:lr si(lc (If LIIIJ ILl(.usc liivcr.

‘1’h(: line of tlic 42d I)ivision on Novemlmr
6 rilll tO l}le I{>ftUl) t 1)(: S1O1)(>SS(’(’11 iicross

the vall(,y, it having ~(dvall(wd from near
Stonne, rtv.ently point(,d out, On tlkut duy.

[:IJ.(; IJl 57.; i Ii Ill I t’onlinuc lhrouflh
Ang{, coNri, (u])(uI(J(I (luring N(JvLIn~lx,r (;
by the tr(,t)]ls ()[ tl)e 77111l)ivisi(~n.

(,~)(j.’i1115S.6 Iilll) ll(h~olld 111(! IUM’11 Of

Angecourt (o (hc 1(,t’t on ihc crc.st Of (IIC

high hill was where part of Ihe front line
of the 42d Division was lo f,ated during
the period from Novem})er 7 to 9.

(:)6.5 m 58.7 lim) Just Imfore reaching

next town, ltclllilly-s[ir-hfclis(,, [0 111(:
left front is seen the city of Sedan,

(;16,S m 5!).2 litn) Itemilly, whirl] is (,11
LI]CMcwse l~ivcr, was (j(,(:upi(,d al)out 4:30
on the afternoon of Novemlwr (i })y a
l):iltalitn) fr{)tn (111>‘77tli l)ivisi,,ll.

(37.() m 5!).5 IiIn) Al the for side of

Itcmiiiy-sur-Mc use,turn to the lcfl.
(38.:1 m 61 .1} km) \Vhilc approaching

first bend in rozd, to the right front is seen
tile steel I)ridge over which Lhe Nletz
,S(vlatl N!(’Jzi?.r(+rllil\Vilyt,r{jss(,sthe Ilfeuse
J{ivcr. ‘1’11(: cuttitlg (J[ this riiilr(u(l wits
the main ol)jcctive of the American First
Army in tile Meuse-Argonne offensive.
As soon” us the :;dvancing troops re~lchecla
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point from which long-r:inge guns could
fire on the railway, it W;lS sul)jected tu
periodic l)(jrl]l~;]r(ln~ci)ts by American
artillery in order to prxwwnt tratiic over it.
When on the morning of November 7,
American units c~lptured it ((,nlmanding
position on the hills to (he left of this road,
the great value of this railroad to the Ger-
man Army was destroyvd. It is a striliing
coincidence that on t Ilis same day the
German represent ativ~s crxwsed the b:ittle
line to ask the Alli(d Cornmander-in-
Chief to grant an immmfiate armistice.

Germans established a I>ridgehed pusi-
ti(lll t{) l~ru(e(i S(vlan. It ran fr[)n~ l)ont -
M augis, just passed through, included
Noyers, t}le vi]]age w])ich can be seen to
the left up the valley, nnd extrnde(l, in
tlw {Iirec(i<m tl~e M,a(lcr is faril~g, from
there on over the hill beyon{l Noym-s.
(See the sketch on the upposite page.)

On the afternoon of November 5 the
I Corps was directed to capture Sedan,
assisted on its right by the V (l)rps. As
a result of a misconception in the V Corps
of the exact intent of the orders, the 1st

1st Ditrsion l-mops ALII ancing Through Thdoonc Uldcr Mxhioe-Guu Fire,
Novernlmr7, 19]8

(3S.7 m 62.3 hm) IIcyond the bend,
along the left side of this road overlook-
ing the bridge was the location during
November 7 of the lMitli: position of one
regiment of the 42d Division.

(39.6 m 63.7 km) Beyond next village,
Pent-lklaugis, nt the bu(tom of the first
little valley running to the left, STOP.

Face to the left front, which ciirectioli
is approximtitely west.

l’he large city which is seen to the right
about 2 miles down the river is Sedan.

During the night of November 6-7 the

Divisicn crossed the zone of action of
the 77th Division and entered that of the
42d Division. This resulted in both
the 1st and 42d Divisions operating ih

this general region on November 6 and 7.
Before daylight on November 7 a

column of truops of the 1st Division cap-
tured a German wagon train in Pwrt-
hfaugis, partially mopped up the town in
hand-to-hand fighting and then moved up
a little valley towards Th&lonne, not
visible, about a mile to the left over the
hill. En route there it suffered heavily
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from fire from that hill, from across the
Meuse River and from the south, but
most of {he column succeetled in joining
other troops of its division near Th610nne.
Poni-M augis was reentered by Gt’rman
tr(wl)s ]lllt Wils Z’(’tilli(’n ilgilin ;l}lOLlt ~ : O()

()’clo(. I{ in the afternoon I)y an c,ngineer
company of tl]e 1st I>ivisiorr.

IJliring the morning cf Novem])er 7 the
1st and 42d Divisicns attaclied the Ger-
man }Iridgehead p(]si( ions ()]I tll{! IIills to
the front and left of here. After intense
fighting, they succeeded in capturing

these positions shortly after midday, :ind

forced the German troops to retire still

closer t () Sedan. Tbe American front

line was then estal)lished on the Sedan
side of l~ill 252, seen to the front, :ifter
which patrols of the 42d Division ad-
vanced to within 100 yards of Wadelin-
court, the next village down the road.

The French desired, probably for senti-

mental reasons, to be the first to enter

Sedan; so during the night of Noveml)er

7-8 the positions on the hills in front of

here were turned over to them. The left
boundary of the First Army was at that
time changed by the Allied Commander-
in-Chief so that it ran in a northeast-
erly direction passing near Pent-Maugis.

The efforts of the American First Army
were then directed toward forcing tile
Germans l):i(li fron) the Meuse l“{i\~{,r,in
rear of here, prepartitory h) a general
ofrensive in tile (Iirertion of the town of
]Alngwy illl(l ~]11~l~riry iron lnin(!s.

In Sedan I]le tour changes direction
and follows the other side of the Meuse
River valley back to Verdun. The Amer-
ican operations described from now on
are mainly efl’or{s to crxwx the valley. A
general idea of the size and character of
the Meuse River may be obtained at this
stop. It should also be noted that for a
large part, of the way there is a cunal in
the valley and that during the time of the
American operations tile valley wos in
places flooded by tl~e autumn rains and
by obstructions in the river. Tbe cross-
ing of such a valley in the face of an
energetic enemy could, of course, only be
accomplished by surprise and with a
superior concentration of forces.

EN ItOtJ’1’E l’ONT-MAU(~IS T() NEAR

hIOIJI.Ih’S

(40.Om 64.4 lim) A short distance farther
on, (o the left of the roitd is seen a Ist

Division monument upon whi( h is a list
of its dead in the fighting in th]s region.
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(40.6 m 65.3 I<nl) Continue on main
roiid through the vill;ige of Wadelincourt.

(41.4 m 66,6 krn”l In Sedan, ill the
rtiilroxd station turn sharpiy to the right.

This part of the city is known as Torcy.
It was entered by joint patrols of the
l’rench and the 42d I)ivision during the
night of November 8- 9. ‘his was the
farthesL nort]l t]Iat, any American unit ac-
tively t ]x,rate(l dut illg this offensive.

(41 .5 m ($6.s km) (’ross Meuse River.
Sedan has a Imominent place in French

history. I[(,rc, in IWO, NmwlemI 111
;Ill(t tll{L ArIlly (If nliit+h:d hlI~(.hI:~ll(Jil
surrcllderc~(l to tlIe l’russians. It contains
an 01(I (.hiteau-fort, l)uilt al}(;ut 1430,
during the time uf Joan of Arc, which is
fin im])ressive f’xanlp]e of tl)e massive
feudal constru(.tion of that period.

(42.4 m 68.2 lim) }J”here the street ends
at n lllollunlc’nl, turn (0 the right.

(42.!) m 6!).0 IiIn) Pass Ihrough Ilulan.
(43.9 m 70.6 liln) Iicyond town, 10 the

right across lhe Mcusc River valley, ran
lW stwn the town of l’mlt-Muugis, Noyers
cm the hill above it, and the heights be-
yond an~l to the ri~ll( 0[ thut I)lu(,(l which
were cnpturcJ(i ori Nov(,mljt,r 7 lJy Ameri-
can sol(liers after (I(,t{mllil}r[l fighting.

(44.1 m 71.0 km) Just before entering

the next town, 13azeillcs, on the Iefl is an
interesting museum of the Wrar of 1870,
called “J,a Maison de la Dernii?re Car-
touche”. ‘l’he scene of Neuville’s fa-
mous painting “Les Dernibres Car-
touehes” (“The Last Cartridges”) is laid
in this building, which in 1870 was an
inn callml, of course, l)y a different name.

BrJb(;OriTlgri@ (/t rOC[djW’lC/iOYl ({t. /h/S

puint u lurge ussuury of lhe It’ur of 187’0
u~ill be -fwund on the righ~ u jew hundred
~urds jar/her on. .4wou?,toflime ](c{((iretl
J,,,. si[lc trip 20 ?tfijfl~lf>s.

(,1-1.5 1)1 71 .(; Iilll) In Ihw(>illcs, turn 10
lhe lell, l~ecping on the main road.

(46.8 m 75.3 km) }\’bile approaching
next town, Douzy, to the right of the road
is seen :igain the railroad which the First
Army had as its o})jective. Its im]xm-
tance lay in the fact that the railroads
whit]) st,rvwf tllc Germun forces on the
WL,stern Front were so located that with-
out the use of this double-tritcked road
Germany COUI{Inot su])[~ly ;]R(I maintain
its armies in nort hem 1~’ranwiIlld Belgium.

(47.7 m 76.8 lim) in center of town,

tarn sharp righl iLIi(l cr{ws (Iv(Ir tlI{, (’hirrs
]tivw, u h’ilJU&U’)’ of the Mcuse ltiver.

From here on the (Iescrilj(,{l r,,llt c follows
the main l~igll~!n~ to Il)e oily of Verdun.
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(47.9 m 7’7.1 IiIll) ‘~o the right front
across the VOIICYis seen the line of hills
on which the fronl line of the ‘i7th Divi-
sion rested at the (Iild of the war.

(49.2 m 79.2 lilt]) After passing next
villoge, Ilfairy, 10 *LCright front across
the river is seen ‘,”illers-devant.- Mouzon,
Where, althoLlgh Lit,d{,r’ heavy fire, a Smfll]
detachment uf 11]( 77th Division succeed-
ed in crossing tl:t, river cm November 7.
It was for{e(l t () withdruw the following
day as the ternp(,rary bridge upon which
the dctaclln]{llt h:,d crossed was destroyed
hy enemy artilk,l y fire, thus preventing
reinf{>rcements fr~,m joining it.

(50.4 m 81.1 fim 1 The next village which
is seen to the I(,f( is Amblirnunt.

The American units cm the other side
( f the valley sent many patrols to this
side at night to fi!id out the location and
strength of the hostile troops. One of
the most successf(ll of these patrols, con-
sisting or illl c]fli(.cr an(l :1 non-conlmis-
sioned (Iflic(,r of t Ile 77th Division, crosse(l
over near Villers-(lc?vall t-hfcuzon on a raft
about mi(!night. (in Novcrnb~’r 8. It rec-
rmnuitcr(,d Amblimont, reached IIill 345,
the high b}lre hill seen shove that town,
and returned with valuable information
concerning the enemy furces.

t~~,:] ,n &i. z I.111) At cn[ronce 10 next

town, Nlouzorr, I,{,ar left up the hill.
Corporal L. 11. h[. Van Iersel, 2d Di-

vision, W( n the Congressional Medal uf
IIonor for an outstanding exploit neur
this iowll Wll(t] IIis (!ivisicn reacll((l
the river opposite hem, Corpora] Van
Iersel volullieered to reconnoiter the
hostile positions on this side of it. I$?hile
uttmnptii]g, in the fuce of intense ma-
(Ihine-gun fire, to cr:lwl across on the tim-
bers of u ruined I)ridge ~.t night he was
thr(wvn into the river by a Germiin trap,
In spite of tile swift current he swam the
river, continued on his dangeruus mission
regardless of the enemy ,fire and obtained
information uf the gretltest vulue,

(53.7 m 86.4 km) Ileyond Mouzon, to
the right in the VUIICYii](~ seen two farms
w}li(h were (’il])t.111’(’d lJy t,llc Zd Divisiull
on the morning of November 11.

(54.2 m 87.2 km) M’bile nsccnding high
hill, to the right on the far slopes of the

vidlcy, can I)e seen \rillcmontry, ca])ture(l
by the 1st IJivisi(m (ilirilig Noveml)er 6.

(5.5.3 In S!1.() kni 1 Ilt’yond the large
woods where a good view of (kc country
to the right is ohlained, STO1’.

On the right ~i(l( (If the rwid are monu-
ments erected I)y the IT Corps and the
2(I Divisioti sllt)rlly ;lltt~!. tll(, Armisli{, ~>.
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Moulins Main Road to Verdun

Face the buildings, Farm St. R6my,
seen in the valley to the right rear. That
direction is approximately south.

The town of Beaumont, through which
the tour recently passed, is 4 miles from
here beyond the edge of the large wood,
Bois des Flaviers, which is seen extending
off from this point to the right front.

The above sketch and the map on page
304 will aid in making the following
description clearer. The map and sketch
have been so drawn that they are oriented
with the tops of them pointing south, the
dkection which the observer is facing.

About 3 miles away to the left front
the Meuse River, flowing this way,
changes its direction sharply. It runs on
the far side of Pouilly, whose church is

PanoramaLooking South

seen directly ahead, and, again curving
abruptly, follows an irregular course, pass-
ing just to the right of the hill upon which
the observer is standing. In the large
bend thus formed, the 2d and 89th Din-
sions on the night of November 10 ac-
complished the difficult military feat of
crossing a river under hostile fire.

During the night of November 7, in
anticipation of a crossing by the Ameri-
cans at M ouzon, the enemy burned oil on
the surface of the river for illumination and
swept the remains of the destroyed
bridge by an intense cross fire from
machine guns located on or near the river
bank. Under cover cf darkness during
November 8 troops of the 2d Division
attempted to cross over the ruined bridge

Pouilly and L4tanneViewed From the South
The 89th Division crossedthe Meusenearthe left edge of this terrain on November 10, 1918
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For@t de Jaulnay Pouilly Farm St. R6my Meuse Bois des Flaviers
River

I
From Stop NearMoulins

there. Some of them were thrown into
the water by traps placed on the bridge
by the Germans for that purpose but
others continued on until they reached
a gap in the bridge, too wide to be passed
without further preparation, at which
place the attempt had to be abandoned.

On November 10 a second effort to
make a surprise crossing, this time by
means of footbridges constructed near
Mouzon, was defeated as the enemy dis-
covered the poim at which the crossing
was to be attempted. and smothered it
with shell and machine-gun fire. That
same night, however, a crossing was
forced, after heavy losses, on the far side
of the Bois des Flaviers, and by the time
of the Armistice troops cf the 2d Division

had advanced as far as Moulins, seen to
the left. Other units of the division were
at Farm St. Rr5my, and still othera had
advanced about halfway between this
point and the town of Mouzon, captur-
ing the two farms recently pointed out.

An effort of the 89th I)iviision to con-
struct footbridges across the river beyond
Pouil]y met with failure because of heavy
hostile artillery fire. The division, how-
ever, crossed to the right of that town aa
seen from here, on large rafts holding
75 men each which had been built on a
tributary stream and floated down to the
main river. It captured Pouilly before
daylight on November 11. Continuing
its advance, it crossed this highway about
2 miles from here, just beyond where the

Flooded MeuseRiver NearSrenay,
November 11, 1918 “
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Crossing of Meuse River bv 2d and 89th Divisions
November 9:11, 1918

_Rou~e,describedintext ‘YR:S:

~ Stop described m text
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~ Front Line ------ Gap in Line —XX— Division Boundary
Note direction of north on this sketch

highway, identified by the line of trees, gerous missions, Private Barkeley while
ca; be seen to the left front disappearing
over the hill which is to the right of and
beyond the viilage of Mouiins.

During the operations near Pouilly,
Sergeant M. Waldo Hatler, Private
First Class Harold L Joimston and
Private David B. Barkeley, all of the
89th Division, volunteered to make
reconnaissances of the hostile position
on this bank of the river, although there
were no means of crossing except by
swimming. In carrying out their dan-

~etuming to the American lines with ~he
desired information which he had ob-
tained, was drowned. The others suc-
ceeded after the greatest difficulty in
securing and taking back valuable in-
formation concerning the enemy forces.
For these” daring acts the three were
awarded Congressional Medals of Honor-

EN ROUTE NEAR MOULINS TO SOUTH

OF DUN-SUR-MEUSE

(56.3 m 90.6 km) Continue through

I
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Ihe village of Moulins, which was in pos-
session of troops of the 2d Division when
the Armistice bemme effective.

(57.0 m 91.7 km) Beyond town, while
ascending hill, to the right in the vaIley
is seen Autreville. That village and the
high hill to the right of it were captured
by the 89th Division about 8:00 o’clock
on the morning of November 11.

(57.4 m 92.4 km) Before reaching top
of hill, to the right in the valley in the
distance can be seen on a clear day the
village of Beaumont, the fighting near
which was recently described on the tour.

(57.7 m 92.9 km) Beyond hill, the first
wood growing to left edge of road is the
Bois de Hiiche, where the leading elements
of the 89th Division continued fighting
for a short time after 11:00 a. m., Novem-
ber 11, not having previously received
word concerning the Armistice.

Continue through Inor, Martincourt
and Cervisy. The Armistice line of the
S9th Division was along the other bank
of the Meuse River opposite these towns.

(63.7 m 102.5 km) Continue through
Stenay, where the zone of action of the
90th Division and the 111 Corps is en-

tered. Early on November 10 units of
the 90th Division captured the far (south)
side of this town but were not in sufficient
strength to drive the C,ermans out of the
rest of it. The remainder of the town
was captured on November 11, before
the Armistice became effective, by troops
of the 89th and 90th Divisions.

(64.3 m 103.5 km) Beyond town, the
military barracks seen to the left of the
road were captured by the 90th Division.
They were comparatively little damaged
and were used by the Americans after the
Armistice. The facilities for bathing, as
well as the shelter from the cold, rainy
weather were very welcome to the men
who had undergone the hardships of a
November campaign in this region.

(64.5 m 103.8 km) Beyond barracks, to
the left of the road is seen the large wood,
Bois de Ch6nois, in which the 90th
Division had a severe struggle on Novem-
ber 10. The Division was fighting at
the village of BaiNon, 2 miles away to the
left, at the time of the Armistice.

The far side of the valley opposite here
was reached by the 90th Division on
November 6. The division immediately

89th Division Infantry in Stenay Two Minutes Before the

Armistice Took Effect





began assembling IJridge material ]Jre-

paratory to a (.r(wsirrg aII(l from time to
time sent ]Xlh(lk OV(!r tht? riVe~ to U]JtiiiI?

information. The crossing of the river
hy the division was finally (arriud t~uto!]
November 9 farther u1) the v:llh!y.

(65.9 m 106.1 km) Straight through
Mouzay, captured about ]:45 p. m. on
Novemher9 Ijy the 5th Divisioi,.

(68.4 m 110.1 km) Atler ptissing first
pronounced left hcrrd in road (shout 2
miles farther on), to the right front at
foot of hill across thcriver is seen Sassey -
sur-tvleuse. It was near there that n
large part ofthc!)oth Division onNovem-
l)er 9 crossed the river lJy rri(,ans of a foot-
bridge whirll had Imen (wnstructf,(l arrxws
thedemolishcd stime))riclge,

During the afternoon of November 7
five American aml}Lil:irl(:(~sl(>st their way,

entered the G(,rn]an lines near IIere and
were captured. Ol]serving their plight,
a patrol of the 9(lth I)ivisi(m, whi(.11 WiiS

near the river to the right of this road,
attacked i~nd recaptured the ambulances.
They were then sent to the rear loaded
with German prisoners t:lli~n netir there.

(68.6 m 110.4 km) To the left is seen
the long, sparsely wooded ridge, (’6te St.
Germain, captured hy the 5th Division
On Novenll~(,r 6 an(l 7, tdh,r s[w(~re figl)t-
ing. The vilkrge on this si(le of it, Lirm-
devant-Dun, WM attacke(l rrn the 6th
hut not talic?n uu(il the next day.

On the other side of C6ie St. Germain
is Murvaux near where Second I.ieu-
tenant Fritnk I.uke, Jr., Air Service, on
September 29, perf[lrrned his lust heroic
deed. After havingpreviousl ydestroyed
a number of enemy aircruft, he voluntarily
started on a patrol seeking Crermwr obser-
vation balloons. ThoUgh pursue dbyeight
Germiul plu]lcs wllicli W(r{:l)l{)l(clitlgtl)c
enemy balluon Iinc, he attacked and shut
down in flames three German balloons.
In this engagement Lieutenant I,uke was
exposed to lle:lVy fire from ground hilt-

teries as well as hostile plones. Severely
wounde(l,hedesc(:lld(:dt o~vitllin” 50 yards
of llw gr{)rrn(l, und flying at this IC)Wtdti-
tude near the town of Murvaux he fired
upon enemy Lr(mps, killing six and wound-
ing as many more. Furced to make a 12md-

(307)

ing i]nd surrounded on iill sides hy the
enemy, who call(,(l upon him to surrender,
he drew his automatic pistol and defended
himself until he fell dead from a wound in
the chest. For his (onspicu(ms gallantry

l)un-sur-fWeusc, (,al)tur(,(l uftcr a hard
light l)y the 5th l)ivision on Novemlwr 5.

‘l’lie I[(wl{]uar-ters of tile 5th Division
was located here, during the period
N()\wmlwr 7-1 (), :lnd tho IIeadquartcrs
of the 111 Cor])s, during Novern}wr 1() 1I .
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k~ 1//. Brleulles Boisde For@t

(73.7 m 118.6 km) Beyond town, from
point where cantil turns away from rt)iitl,

continue l]illf}~ii~ up hill and STOP.
A 5th l)ivisi,)n milrlier monument i::

seen (1937) alongside the road.
11’aceto the right, whirh is west. Note

that both the shove panorama and t}~e
Slit,tCh on [)age31 Oare [JriC?Iltd when the up-
per part is held in the direction being faced.

‘l’he hfeuse-Argonne American Ceme-
tery, wljere the tour started, is about 5
miles away. It is l)eyond the large wood,
Bois de Furet, which is seen to the left
front on the other sicle of the river.

To the left in the distance is seen the
American monument on Montfi~ucon.

l)~l[l-s~lr-kl~’~ls(: is p}ain]y Vki}J!C un the
!Iill to the right. To the left of Dun-sur-
kl wise, almut a mile away from the river,
is seen Duulcon. ‘rhe ridge beyond that
town surrounds it on three sides and the
dish-s ha]wd valley thus forrn(’cf was called
the “1’unch Bowl” by American soldiers.

When the 5ih Division attacked on No-

PimoramaFrom Stop

vem})er 1, it ~)ivoted near Brieulles, seen
to the left up the valley, an(i swung to-
ward Doulcon. By November 3 it had
reached the oth(?r bank of the river m far
as this point, cleared the rim of the
“Puncll Bowl” and captured Doulcon.

A crossing of the Meuse River valley
was attempted about 1:00 a. m. on No-
vember 3 just this side of Brieulles. ‘l’he
river was crossed there before daylight but
attempts to bridge the canal failed with
heavy losses, a number of men being
forced to seek shelter on the exposed flats
between the river and canal all during the
next day. ‘rhat night desperate efforts to
cross the canal, on two footbridges which
the division (Jngitwers hall been able to
construct over it, were repulsed.

After dark on November 4 an infantry
force rushed across the footbridges and
gained a foothold on this bank. While the
enemy’s attention was engaged with this
operation, another force farther up the
valley came over in boats. After these
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Merrse River Canal Doulcon BOIS de Sassey C6te de Jumont

Southof hll-SL1l -hfc IIse

surprise attacks, the enemy W:M driven
back far enough to enable a large part of
the division to (m]ss during the night.
Early on lhe 5L1!some (If t tlose troops at-
tacked toward this point over the low
ridge seen to the left cfow]l the road.

A determined though unsuccessful at-
tempt to constru{t two Imnton I)ridges
across the river about halfway between
here and Dun was made about 4:00 p. m.
on November 4. The enemy discovered
the bridges before they were finished and
destroyed them by shellfirw.

‘flat night the river wa:. I)ricfged where
it runs dose to tile bill or, the other side
of the valley, and the cw)al was brirfgcd
near hert). AL (Iawll, wI1(]I tlm ~,]i(,nly
discovered the opcrtition and opened fire
damaging tlIe l)ridges, part of a conlpuny

was on this hank and a large force wus
on the swampy ground between the river
and canal. The nwn on tl]is bm)k found
themselves in u difticult position as they
had no means of retreat aud were sub-

jected to severe enfilade fire from C6te
de Jumont, the hi]] seen down the road
to the right. To relieve the situation,
Captair~ Ndwwxi C. Allwort.h, 5th Di~i-
sion, called upon the remainder of his
company to follow him, plunged into
the canal, swam over under a hail of
bullets and joined his hard pressed units
near here. He then led his men in a
vigorous assault against the ridge behind
here, about the same time that it was
being attacked by the troops who had
crossed near 13rieulles. The ridge was
captured after a hard fight and many
prisoners were tuken. For his daring
act, Ca])tain Allwortll was awarded the
(h)rlgrcssit,ual hlcdal (If 1lontm.

Other troops of the division who crossed
at this p~lint pushed down t})e river an(l
took Dun. By darli of November 5 the
Germans had been driven back more
thuu a mile to tlw rear of here.

It was during the crossing in front of
here that Sergeant I;ugene P. Wallier,

i)ivision R;irioo ~un]p Nc,lr h~OllIf;iLIU)ll, ~aok’ 5, ]9]6



Crossing of the Meuse River by 5th Division
November 3-5, 1918

~ Front Line ------ Gap in Line —XX— Division Boundary
E Bridge built by 5th Division Note direction of north on this sketch

Corporal Robert E. Crawford and
Privates Noah L. Gump, John Iloggle
and Stanley T. Murnane, all members of
the 7th Ilngineers, 5th Division, won
Distinguished Service CNJSSW. When
three bouts in a Ixmt.on }Iridge ticross
the river were destroyed by artillery
tire, these men voluntari~y entered the

icy river and, standing in WilLer up t(J

their armpits and under heavy shell-
tire, held up the deck until new boats
were launched and placed in position.
This timely and ccnuageous act per-
mitted the crossing of the infantry units.

The 5th Division continued to advance
in the direction to the right rear from
here during the following (iays. It was
assisted by one regiment of the 32d
Division from Novemher fith to the 9th;
and hy tlw time of the A rmist ice had
pushed the enemy hack shout 1() miles

from the river, {Jnto the WoOvrf? Plain.

During the last days of the war, the 32d
Division went into the line south of the
5th Division i]nd advanced rapidly with it,

EN ROIJTE S()(JTII OF ~IJN-SIJIt-MEUS1t

TO S()[l’rll 01” SIV1{Y-S[l lt-hll; [lSl~:

(74.4 m 119.7 km) (’onlinue through
the village of J.iny-devant- l)un.

(75.0 m 120.7 km) Beyond town, the
large wood which extends along the road
on the right for a considerable distance
is the Bois de Chhtil]on. It WaS Cap-
tured hy the 5th Division on November
5, the front line of the division cm that
night resting along this edge of it,

(76.4 m 123.0 li])l) Beyond wood, at
first crest, to the right at foot of hill is
seen Vilosnes-sur -Meuse. The 5th Divi-

siol) ai(]ed t})e F’ren(,]l 15th co]oni:ll” Divi.

sion to cross the river there 00 November 6
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lJy attacliing in rear, from this hill, the
Germans who were defending the village.

(76.6 m 12:1.3 km) While descending
hill, the ridge :;een to the right front is on
the other side of the M(:use. It was talien
by the 80th Division on September 26 and
from then on 10 Noveml)er 6 the opposing
lines faced ea,h other across this valley.

(78.7 m 121;.7 km) Continue through
the town of Sirry-sur-Meusc.

(79.3 m 127.~i km) lk:yond far edge of
town, aboui 80 yards, sTOl’.

The monum,:nt on Nfontfaucon can be
seen on the sl, y line to the right front.

FilC4! 10 th{: loft, whi(ll (Iir(.(1.ion is (>asL.

‘1’llc 7!)1111)ivision on L)ct.o})er 30 toOli

over a porticm of the front line, ubout 2
miles away, wltich ran ill the direction the
reader is facing. It attacked, from the
reader’s right to left, daily on November
3, 4 and 5, by which time, after severe

fighting, u lint? n(.ar the crest Of the lJU}d-

topped hill seen t,} the left front had been
reached. Tl)at hill, designated (Jn French
maps as the Borne de Cornouiller, was
nicknitmed “Ct)rllwilly hill” by the Am{ir-
ican soldiers wI){) I’(}uglll on tl~is front,

On November 7 the division took the

remainder of the liill, its direction of ad-

vance then chau$ing to the direction

which the reader is now facing.

The 26th Division on Noveml)er 8 ad-

vimced alongside ~Ilc 7!N11 Division on
its right and at the time of the Armistice
both divisions were on a line ahout 8
miles from here, beyond Theinte Creek.

On tlw right of 1he 26th Division were
the Ih’ncll 1{Nli (;olonia] Division :ind
the American 81st Division. The latter
division advanced about 3 miles in tllc
period Iwtwc<,ll N(,ven?l)~’r 9 and 11.

Fircc down the road, which direction is
approximat(?]y south.

As this is the last stop of the tour, ii
brief r6sum6 here will aid in fixing ilr the
reader’s mind the events wl]iclr to~li place
in this regiml during th(? fall of 1918.

On Sc])ieml]cr 26 a smashing surprise
attack by the k’irst Army, ))etweerl the
Meuse River and il)e Argonne l’orest,
overran the strallg G(,l’nliirl forward posi-
tions and ca[]tlrrwl tile h(,ighis to tllc right
across tllc valley. lrl four days of bitter

fighting an advance exceeding 6 mih:s
was made by the American assault units.

On October 4 the general attack was
renewed and continued almost without
pause until October 22, by which time the
Hindenburg Line had been carried on
most of the First Army front beyond the
river. This period was characterized by
almost daily attacks and terrific fighting
during which the German r(wervrs were
Us{!d up. lt included ii flank irttack
against the Argonne Forest on October 7,
an advapce on this side of the Meuse
River on Octoher 8, and a general assault
ilgairlst tll(: Iriu(lwll)ljrg liillt: {)!] 11112oll]cr
side of the river on Octrrber 14.

I?rom October 23 to the end of that
month only local attacks were made as
the Army prepared for an offensive on
November 1 that proved to be its last
one. l’he results cf this offensive ex-
ceeded all expectations and a complete
break-through of the last prepared Ger-
man position occurred. As the Germans
did not have sufficient reserves to stop
Su(.h a strong iltt.:lt’li, th(,y start(d u withd-
rawal to this side of tile Meuse Itiver.

The First Army then conducted an
energetic pursuit. It brilliantly forced
crossings of the river at several places, and
exerted terrific and continuous pressure
until the Armistice became effective.

The twelve American divisions that
participated in the fighting between
November 1 and November 11 suffered
more than 18,000 casualties. ‘l’he total
American losses durirlg the entire Mrm?e-
Argonne ofiensive were close to 117,000.

5rl] Illisiol) Tloops in) rhc A1-llli>[icc1.1(w
Ncilr ltii])olvlllc



EN ROUTE SOUTH OF SIVRY-SU1l-MEUSE
TO VER1)UN

(’79.9 m 128.6 km) At next crest, run.

ning at right angles to this road, was
located the First Army front line of
November 1. No attack, however, was
made on this side of the river that day.

(S0.6 m 129.7 km) To the left, crown-
ing the ridge, is the Bois de Cl~aume cap-
tured by the 33d Division on October 10.

(81.6 m 131.3 km) The next village,
Consenvoye, was captured by the 33d
Division during the general attack of
October 8 on this side of the river. The
division advanced in the direction oppo-
site to the one the tourist is traveling.

(S2.3 m 132.4 km) Beyond the town, to
the left alongside the road is a German
World War military cemetery.

(82.5 m 132.8 km) To the right front is
seen Forges, which was just in front of
the jump-off line of the American Army
in its first gr{’at attack i]) this region un
Sepiember 26. Le Mort Homme hill is
seen on the sky line Lteyond it.

(83.1 m 133.7 fire) (’onlinue through
next village, Brahant-sur-illeuse.

(83.2 m 133.9 km) From first bend in
road and for about a mile farther on, the
29th Division used this road to form on
for the attack of October 8. It advanced
up the slopes to the left. During the
next few days it was opposed by Austrian
troops, of wllirh only three divisions
ever served in line 011the Western Front.

(S4.9 m 136.8 km) The next village,
Samogneux, was just within the front
line of the American Army on September
26. The town was entirely obliterated
during the severe fighting on this front.

(86.6 m 139.4 km) Beyond town, the
road climbs a steep hill called the Cf)te
de Talou. It was captured by the Ger-
mans in hard fighting during 1916 and
recaptured by the French in 1917.

(87.9 m 141.5 km) Continue through
Vachemuville, which town was completely
destroyed by shellfire during the war.

(8S.5 m 142.4 km) Beyond the town,
after passing the first bend in the road,
to the left front the Ossuary of Douau-
mont with its tower can be seen.

The road leading east from the next
viUage, Bras, is the one generally followed
by tourists who visit the French .?rattlefields
near Verdun. A suggested route for this
trip is shown in u broken black line on the
‘rtl(fp(d lhc end Oj llltiCh(lptt!r. This Wlakes

an interestit~g side trip and cun be com-
pleted in approximately I !4 hours if no long
stops ut interesting points ure made.

(S9.1 m 143.4 km) .Iust beyond Bras,
which also was completely destroyed,
to the right of the road is a large French
World War military cemetery.

(92.9 m 149.5 km) Continue to Verdun.
The wrilcoge ends al the railroad station.

A few points of interest in Verdun have
)Jeeu indicated on puge 272 which is the
concluding page of the first day’s itinerary.



IN addition to (he places whose World
War history has I,cen described in the

itinerary, there are a number of other
places in th[, h! euse-Argonne region
where interesting w,lr events occurred,
where there now exi:,t features of special
interest, or which Mfre of sufficient im-
portance in history I,,f{we the World War
to warrant special mention. For reference
purposes ancl for the ,,t?nefit of the tourist
who travels in the :,rea not on the de-
scribed route, these ;~laces and some of
their history have )){,, n recorded here.

The map on tile ,(.xt page indicates
the general location f, most of the pluces
mentioned. At thus, - indicated both in
the text and on the sl.etch by a star there
is some existing inter, sting uhject such as
a memorial, ali[ient ljuilding or ruins or
outstanding J370rld lf’ar feature which is
still in a goo[i state OLpreservtition.

Argonne l’orest. l\’hile the77th Divi-
sion was engaged in Ii(mvy fighting shout
l]; n)ilcw sout.lltlost (It’ Ilinarville 011 Sep-
tember 29, Lieut(!,:il]t Colonel l~red 11.
Smith of that divi:i performed his last
heroic art. Whel~ i Inmunication with
the leading }I:lttaliol id’ his regiment was
interruptetf hy tlw Infiltration of small
parties of tfle enemy, Lieutenant Colonel
Smith personally led apartyof two other
officers and ten soldiers forward to rees-
tablish runner posts and carry ammuni-
tiontothe front ]ine. Theparty, strdying

to the flank beyond supporting troops,
suddenly came under fire from enemy
machine guns only 50 yards away.
Shouting to the members of his party to
take cover, Colonel Smith disregarding
IIis own danger opened pistol fire on the
(;ermuns. Ahout this time he fell,
severely wounded, I)ut regtiining his foot-
ing he continued to fire on the enemy
until most of the men of his party were
out of danger. Refusing first-aid treat-
ment, he made his way to a hand-grenade
dump and returned under heavy machine-
gun fire for the purpose of making anollwr

attack on the t,nemy mnchin(? guns. As
he was untempting to determine the exact
location of the nearest nest, he fell mor-
tally wounded. This gallant and brave
soldiel was later posthumously awmdf?d
the Congressional Medal of Honor.

In this same part of the Argonne
Forest, Sergeant 13enjamin Kaufman,
77th Division, won the Congressional
Medal of IIonor on September 29. lle
took out a patrol for the purpose of
attacking an enemy machine gun which
l)acf cllecli[’(l tllea(ivanceof hiscomfmny.
13efore reaching the gun he became septi-
rated frum his patrol and a machine-gun
bullet shattered his right arm. Without
hesitation he advanced on the gun alone,
throwing grenades with his left hand and
charging with an empty pistol, taking one
prisoner and scattering the crew. He then
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brought the machine ~{un i~n(l prison(?r
back to t,h(?first-aid S(NIion wh[,re Ilc wcnl,
to have his wounded illm treated.

Slightly to the cmt ,f the scene of the
above exploit, I>rivat(. Archic A. Peckj
77th Division, ulsow{. theCongressional
Medal of IIonor. J1’:file engaged with
twoother soldier sinpi,lroldutyon Octo-
ber 6, he and his com[ :,{les were subjected
tothedirectfircof an i ,tcmy machinegun
which woundt?d buth If his companions.
Returning to his ccm !wny, he obtained
another soldier to as.,ist in carrying in
the wounded men. Allhough hisamistant

Burricourl. Strong rcsistanm was wl-
counlcrcd iu this vilkqy on Nuvcmlmr 2
beforeit was captured early the next day
by troopsof the 89th Division.

lhmuchurup l’arm, I!; miles southwest
of Clermont-en-Argonne, JJocation of
g~d Div. ~Idqrs., September 24-3~.

IIeauclair. Captured by the 89th Di-
vision on November 3 after a sharp fight.

lh5thincoorL Location of Wth Div.
Headqunrt,ers, octoher 1-12.

Ilois Emont, j! mile southwest of
Cierges. Captured by the 37th Division
early on %@ember 28 after a hard fight,

was killed and Private Peck was con-
stantly under tmrific machine-gun fire he
rnude (11(: r(IuII(i trill twit(,, l)ril)gitl~ in
ea(,h Limt, (JI)(J{)1 LII(,wOIIII(I(, II Im, II.

Ari6tiil Farm, 1 mile north[’ast of
Exermont. A taIIk iiitii(.li on September
29 was l)rOli{’1101) nc;lr this form by ht)s-
tile artillery fire. ‘1’hc farm was captured
by the 1st Division on O(tolw 5.

Avocourl. This village was an impor-
tant roa(l jun(,ti{m just ill rcnr (If the 3’ith
Division jump-olr lilw 011 St?ptcmber 2(L

Ilois de Gesncs. This wood which is
located cn the Romagne Heights just
Wc)sl ()[ (~{)t(, Ihm{, M:lri(, W;ISII)ILSU.II(!
or l)t~avy Iigllti]lg :11 v;wi(ms lim(,s fr(m~
(Jclx)lj(,r I 0 10 14 I)y tlIC :Wd aII(l 42(1 I)i -
visions, find the 181st 13rigade of the
t)lst Division while with the l~t Division.

Bois de Litmbtxhamp. In a ravine at
the east ed~e of this wood was I(wated
t,lle 7!)th Div. IId~lrs., Septemlmr 24 26.

Bois dc Mon(faucon. ( kIrtII:III (:~111-

crc(c (Illgo(its Iuc:tl(d iit llIC cros:sro:LdS



(m liill 269 in the Bois de Montfaucon
were occupied by the 37th Div. Hdqrs.,
Se])t. 27 Oct. 1, and by the 32d Div.
lIeadquarters, September 29- November 2.

Bois de la Morinc and Bois du (W3ue
sec. These woods witnessed heavy fight-
ing on October 4 tind 5 when they were
attackeci several times by the 32d
Division. They were t’ina)ly captured on
October 5 after a four-hour battle.

Bois de Taillc l’A1}b6, 1 mile west of

A premont. At daybreak October 1 a

German rounierattack from this wood
met a 28th Division attack supported by
tiinlis. The Germans were driven back.
The wood was finally captured by troops
(If t]le 28th Division during Oet.ober 7.

Concrete l>ugo~ltin Chan)p Miih,lut

Bois de la Tuilerie, east of Montfaucon.
5th Div. Hdqrs. from Oct. 12 to Nov. 4.

This de Valoup, on the southeastern
slope of C6te Dame Marie. Captured
October 9 by the 32d Division in heavy
fighting. Attempts of the 32d Division
to advance from this wood on October
10 and 11 were unsuccessful.

Ilois de Vine, j?i mile south of Ville-
devult-Chaumont, was captured by the
26th Division during November 10.

Ilrandeville. German resistance nem
this place held up the advance of part
of the 5th Division on November 7.
The village was captured on November 8
by the 5th Division, to which the 128th
Infantry Regiment of the 32d Division
was attached at the time.

(’amp Drachen, ){ mile north of
Apremont. At this ba]loon camp, cap-

tured from the Germans, was located
the 42d Div. Hdqrs., Oct. 19- Nov. 3.

* (’hamp Mahaut. At this place are
(1937) a large number of wartime con-
crete shelters ilod dugouts said to have
I)een used il$i a hcad(luartcrs I)y the Crown
Prince of Bavaria. The PIW$(; was
captured by the 28th and 77th Divisions
uftcr hard fighting on S(?ptemhm 26, 27
and 28. The ‘f7th Div. Hdqrs. was
located there Oct. 2-12 and Oct. 16 31.
To visit Champ Mahaut, leave Varennes
on ruwi to the south. Beyond town, at
first road junction, take road to the right
toward Vienne-le-Chfiteau. About 3
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Ger[)ian S]wlls Exploding Near Cuisy, October 7, 1918

A n].(t)was :..:vwc1YWOLIIl&d by d)c shell exploding in the kmgruund

Iiilometers ( 1.8 lniles) fiotn road junction
turn right and tr:lvel 8~lt~yards to shelters.

Chfitcl-Ch6h6ry. 7; ill Div. II(k]rs.,
oct. 12-1 6; 78tli l}iv. Il{l[lrs., Oct. l(i–
31; ~Jli{I80tl Ll)iv 11(1{11::, Oct. 30–N~)v. 1.

Chaudron Farm, ill a ravine 1 mile
north of Baulny. ‘I’l, is farm was cap-
tured during Septemht:r 28 by the 35th
Division after s,vere lighting.

Ch6h6ry, 1 niile south of IWville. 10
this town was located i he I Corps IIdqrs.,
Nov. 2-5. ‘Yhe near-l]y ch~teau was the
!12d Div. lld([rs., Octolwr 13--31.

Chevrugcs. Positiom on the hills east
and north of this place were occupied on
November 7 by the 1st tind 42d Divi-
sions. l’hese positions were turned over
to the l~rwnuhearly (111November 8.

Cicrges. This town was reached by
the 37th Division on September 28 hut
a German counterattack drove the Arner-
ican troupsfrwn the village. On the 29th
it was ilttil(’liC(l twicw, once with tank
support, but the heavy artilhxyf ire of the
enemy was s() severe that it. could not be
held. It was Iillally caliurwl by troops
of the 32d Division on Octol)er 1.

(;lilirs (’h~nes \VoOd, northeast Of
Ctrlml. SUCIIe 0[ htwvy Iiglllillg l,y tile
3d Division on October 1.116. It was
captured or] Octol)cr 20 tilld a German
attempt to recapture it cm the 21st was
repulsed. To the east are IIill 299 and
La Mi-Noi’l Wood, at both of which
places severe figlltirlg tool{ place on Octo-

ber 14, 15 and 21. They were captured
hy the 3d Division on the last-named date.

Clcrrnont-en-Argonrre. This historic
town, because of its position on one of the
twoprincipa lpassesthrotrgh the Argonne
Forest, has been the scene of rlurm?rous
battles and sieges. The Church of St.
Didier, dating from the 16th Century, is
of architectural interest. ‘I’he town was
an important point in the supply and
communication system of the American
First Army during the offensive.

(’ldry.le-(;raad. Ca])turud (’arly on
November 1 by the 5th Division.

C16ry-le-Petit, near C16ry-le-Grrmd, was
capture dl~ythe5th Divisionon Nov. 2.

Cuisy. Location of 4tl~ Div. IIdqrs.

rcnlporary American Cclncrcry Near Cicrgcs,

January 1919

( 317)
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during the period Sept. 26-Ott. 19, and
90th Div. H{l~lrs. from Oct. 19 to Oct. 31.

Dhuy Farut, 1}; miles northeast of
Landres-et-St. Georges. This farm was
a German S{,ong point captured on
November 1 1,:,,the 89th Division.

Eclisfonfaill In this village and in
Bouleaux Boi, jest of it the 91st Division
had bitter fi} Ilting from September 26
to 28. TII)ll I places were cal)turecl on

September 2’( :llnili{lon(d tlm same day
and recapt urx.4 [ on September 28.

In the gel,~ral attuck tuward I?,r4isfon-
taine on Sep Iumber 26, First Lieutenant
Deming Br,,mwm, 91st Division, was
struck by fmgments of an enemy hand
grenade, recci ving deep cuts rm the head.
He neverthtl,,ss participated under haz-
ardous condi( ions in the capture of an
enemy dugoul from which a large number
of prisoners was taken. That afternoon
he was painf(llly wounded in the arm by
an enemy rill,: bullet and after receiving
first-aid trea (ment was ordered to the
rear. Disrel<~irding these instructions,
Lieutenant lironson remained on duty
with his cou~lmny throughout the night
although sufl tring from severe pain rind
shock. On Si:ptember 27 when the at-
tack was resl]med, IJieutenant Bronsorr’s
cornptiny wtis in support. Nevertheless,
he gallani-ly joined the assaulting line
and took IMr( ill the capture of lflclis-
fontaine. later he participated in the
capture uf a IIostile machine gun, hin~-
self killillg the enemy gunner. shortly
after this encounter, when the troops
were compelkwl to retire because of the
heavy enemy artillery barrage, Lieu-
tenant l)ronsonj wlio was tl]c last man to
leave the advanced pusition, was wounded
in both arms by an enemy high-explosive
shell. lIe was then assisted to cover by
another ofrieer who applied first aid.
Although ~JhYdiIl~ profusely and faint
from the 10ss of blood, I.ieutenant 13ron-
sun rcmain(:d with t.lw front lilw tl):lt
night refusing tu go to the resrr for treat-
ment. IIis c,,nspicuous gallantry was
an inspirati{m to the memlwrs of his
command un(l for his ClL![’(l:>I)e was award-
ed the (l~ngressionul Medal of IIonor.

During the 91st Division advance be-
tween V&y and Eclisfontaine, on Septem-
ber 26, Corporal Philip C. Katz per-
formed the heroic service for which he was
awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor. After his company had with-
drawn about 200 yards to a line about
1 mile south of Eclisfontaine, Corporal
Katz learned that one of his wounded
comrades hud heen left in an exposed
position. Voluntarily crossing an area
swel]t by heavy machine-gun fire, be ad-
v:mceff to where the wounded soldier lay
and carried him to a place of safety.

IIpinrrrrville, ~< mile east of Eclisfon-
taine, was the 91st Div. Hdqrs., Sept. 28
Oct. 4, and 89th Div. Hdqrs., Oct. 14-24.

During the severe fighting near Epi-
nonvil]e, Sergeant Lloyd M. Seibert, 91st
Division, won the Congressional Medal of
Honor. Suffering frnm illness, he led his
men with the highest courage and leader-
ship under heavy shell and machine-gun
fire. On September 26, with two other
srridiers, he charged a machine-gun em-
placement in advance of his company, he
himself killing one of the enemy with a
shotgun and capturing two others. In
this encounter he was wounded but con-
tinued in action, and when n withdrawal
was (JKfWKl he returned with the last unit,
assisting a wounded comrade. Later in
the evening he carried in wounded until
overcome witll exhaustion. On Septem-
ber 27, when his organization captured
Epinonville, Sergeant Seilx:rt was one of
about ten soldiers ivho went thrwugh their
own barrage into the village, where, ac-
cording to his citation, he chased a group
uf 30 or more Crermans along the main
rtnid u)ltil I)c dropped from exh:lustion.

Exermonl. In the severe fi~hting near
here on October 4, Private Sterling More-
lock, 1st Division, won the Congressional
Medal of Honor. While his company
was held up )Jy heavy fire, Private More-
]()(.]i v,)]unt:u’i]y led t.]lrc(: (,lhcr men, wI)(J

were acting as runners, as a patrol
through his company’s front line. Under
intense rifle, machine-gun and artillery
tir’e t]icy penetrat(>d a wood” in which
the Gt:rmrrrrfront line was lucated. ‘1’}]e
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patrol encountered a series of five hostile
machine-gun nests, containing from une to
five guns each, cleuned them all out, and
held control of the situation until the ar-
rival of reinforcements, even ‘though all
except Private Morelock had become
casualties. He rendered first aid to the
injured and evacuated them, using as
stretcher bearers ten German prisoners
whom he had captured. Soon thereafter
his company commander was wounded
and while dressing his wound Private
Morelock was severely wounded in the
hip, which forced his evacuation. His
heroic action and devotion to duty were
an inspiration to the entire regiment.

In the same attack of the 1st Division,
Corporal 13erte L. I{inkade, Private First
Class Stanley Ganctiz and Private George
W. Garner took an important part. When
a German 77-millimeter field gun, sup-
ported by numerous machine guns, broke
ttIJ thetank attack untl held up the infantry
advance, Corporal K inkade, with Privates
Gancaz and Garner, both of whom were
scouts, made an encircling movement on
their own initiative under heavy fire and
put the gun out of act,ion, capturing the
entire crew. They cleaned out the enemy
dugouts in the vicinity and returned with
40 prisoners, including one infantry officer.
All three men were awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross for their bravery.

Elmoricux Farm a,,d tllc Ilcar. ) TI } Ixs
Epinettes Bois. This farm and wood
were captured by the 91st Division on
September 28 against desperate resistance.

For&t de Dieulct. Patrols of the 89th
Division pushed through this wood on
November 4 and reached the Meuse

River that same day. The engineers of
the 89th Division built rafts in the For@t
de Dietdet which were floated down
Wamme Creek to the Meuse where they
were used in forcing a crossing of the
river near Pouilly on November 10.

For6t de Wotivre. This wood was
cleared of the Germans hy the 5th
Division during November 9 and 10.

Foss6. This village was the location of
the 2tf Division IIdflrs., November 4-11.

Gesnes. Iti the vicinity of this village,
situated at the foot of Romagne Heights,
occurred some of the most desperate
fighting of the war. The town itself was
captured by the 91st Division on Septem-
ber 29 after two previous attacks that day
had failed, but was abandoned the same
night because it formed a sharp salient in
the line. Soon after the war a small
mmker was erected near the church by
the 362d Infantry, 91st Division, in com-
memoration of its fighting at Gesnes
during this period. The town was recap-
tured by the 32d Division in savage
fighting during October 5.

South of this village Major Oscar F.
Miller, 91st Division, performed the ex-
ploits for which he was awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Although
exhausted by two days of intense physical
and mental strain, he reorganized his
battalion and ordered an attack during
September 28. Upon reaching the open
ground, the advancing line commenced to

A Haircut Near the Front Lines
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waver in tlw ftice of mtichirre-gun fire
from tlie front. and flilIlliS and froln direct
artillery fill?. Personally leading his
command group forward between his
front-line c,mpanics Major Miller in-
spired his nien by his personal courtige
and they again moved ahead. During
this ad vanw he was shot in the leg but he
staggered (JO in front of his command.

vision on Noveml)er 2. Location of th(!

I Corps hdqrs. from Nov. 5 (o Nov. 1(J.
Hill 255, northwest of Gesnes. T}lis

hill was attacked by the 32d Division on
October 4 and 5, On October 9 the 181st
Brigade of the 91st Division, while
attached to the 1st Division, reached a
position just south of the crest in heavy
fighting and occupied the hill the next day.

Soon afterwards he was shot in the arm,
but continued t},e charge, personally
cheering his men on through the heavy
machine-gtro tire. Just before the ob-
jective was reached, he received a wound
in the abdomen, which forced him to the
ground, but he continued to urge his men
ahead, telling them to push on to the next
ridge and l(vlve him. lle died from the
effects of his wou]]ds a few cluys later.

The 89th Div. Hdqrs. was located at
Gesnes during the period Oct. 24-Nov. 1.

Grange-iiux-i30is Farm, !; mile west of
Cierges. Scene of heavy fighting by the
37th Division on September 28 and 29 and
by the 91:,t ,Division on September 29.
From the road near it is obtained an ex-
cellent view of the ground captured by
the 3d and 32d Divisions during the severe
fighting in this vicinity in early Octohcr.

Harricourt. Cul)turcd I)y ttlc 77t11lli-

Hill 263, in Le Petit Bois. ‘Khis hill
was captured by the 1st Division on
Octol~er 9 after severe fighting.

IiiH 269, in the i30is de h~oncy. Ii;h:-
ments of the lst, 32d and 91st Divisions
fought on this hill at various times be-
tween October 5 and 9. The crest was
captured on October 8 by the 1st lZn-
gineers, a part of the 1st Division.

In tlw advance on Octol~er 7 First
Lieutenant Edmund P. Arpin, 32Ll Di-
vision, won the Distinguished Service
Cross for voluntarily leading ii platoon of
41 men in an attacli on IIill 269. Although
all but four of his men became casualties,
this small group under the leadership of
Lieutenant Arpin continued on its mission,
capturing a position on the hill and hold-
ing it for some time although there was
no hope of his receiving reinforcement ts.

Hill 272, two miles east of l~l~vilh:.
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ll(:i\y Iirc L’IX)III (Iiis stroII~ I)ositioli” Iit’1(1

III) 111(: :L(l V: III{W [If il](! lsL l)ivisit~ll 1)11 (k-

1011(,1”5. A II,)s{ilc {:(jll)ltc,l~itt:Lcl<stt)l~[m{l
:)11:Itlf,ltil)t to t)illfl:tllli it oli (l,t(llx,r 8,
I)ut il was stormwl und caplured })Y the
1st Division, in spite of terrific hostile

artillery tire, in a brilliant assault on Oc-

tober 9. It is reported that more than

50 Gvrrnan mwl, inc gutls wvre captured
(luring Lhe adva]Lce up its southern siope.

* liill 2s5, in tll{? Argonne Forest. This
was cn tile Americtin jump-ofy line of
September 26. lt was the scene uf hard
fighting in 1914-15 and is marked by
Illillly d(q) mine (rilters. A French
ussuary mt}llunwrlt., ca]k!d Lhc ossoairc
de la I[aute Chevauch6e, which mentions
the American units that served in the
vicinity, is on the hill. ‘f?o reach it from
T’arennes, go southwest on road Ieuding
toward l’ienlle-le-Cl~ 5teti~l. After enter-
ing woods take first turn to the left and
l~rf)cced 1‘< miles to tile monument.

11ill 304, 1 mile north of Ksnes. This
hill was just behind the American jump-
0[1 line on Scljt.L>mhcr 26. It was the
s(wne (If sev(, re 1+’r{>llcll arid German
iightirrg in 1916 and 1917. A monument
on its summit commemorates the French

defenders of the hill and French soldiers
who died on it. The monument is
difficult of access (1937) and is reached
frmm the lhnes--Malancourt road. The
79t11 I“jiv. lIdtlrs. was located near this
road at PC! !ZOuave, 2 miles south of
Malaucourt, on September 26 and 27.

Jametz. Captured after dark on No-
vember 9 hy troops of the 5th Division
who waded une str[?am and swam Lhu
Loison River und(?r hostile fire to attack
the town. ‘~he troops coLi}d not hold it

that night, but reoccupied it the next
day after a short fight. A German
aviation field was locatwi near there.

JJil Besogne, in the Argonne Forest 2
uliles west of Cornay. I,ocation of 78th
Div. Headquarters, oct. 31–Nov. 3.

I,a Claire, 200 yards north of Bois
Iluurrus. IJocation of 8(M1 Div. Hdqrs.
during the period Sept. 26-Ott. 1.

I,a l~orge, ]~ mile southeast of Mont-
hlainville. Captured by the 28th Di-
vision on September 27. Location of
28th Div. Hdqrs., Sept. 30-Ott. 9, and
82d Div. lIdqrs., Oct. 9--13.

I.n Wavrillc. The French 26th Di-
vision engaged in heavy fighting on this
wooded height from October 8 to 11.



The height was {wptllr(xl hy troops of the
American 26(1) Divisif,ll on November 9.

Lc Champy Bas. This village was
captured hy the 89th Division on No-
vemlwr 3. 1n this ~tt.~~li, Captain
Marcellus 11. Chiles took a heroic part.
When his hattrrlion, of which he had
just taken command, was halted hy

machine-gun tire, he Ilicked up the rifle
of a d[?ild SO]di13’ U!ld ~ill]ill~ 0]1 hiS rn~n

to follow, led the advan(e across a stream
waist deep. Upon reaching the opposite
l.ranlf this galhrnt off)cer was seriously
wounded, hut before permitting himself
to he evacuate(l he nlil(l(? complete ar-

rangem(, nts for turliing over his (wm-

mand to the next senior of!icer-. ~T1)(]er

the inspiration of his fe;irlessness, Captain
Chiles’ buttalion readied its ol~jectivc.
He died shortly after reaching tile h(Js-
pital for treatment and was later awarded
the Congressional Med:ll of IIonor.

l,e (’hllmpy }~ull~, : j mile SOUt}lwest of

Le Chaml)y lIas. 1n 2rn unsuccessful
attack on this place on the morning of
November 3, the 2d Division sustained
h(!avy 10ss(,s. Tll(: town W:ls lat(,r’ (l(lu-
pied hy the division withrmt opposition.

Le Houppy Bois, east of Molleville
F?rm, was captured on October 23 by the
2(;(11Divisiot) ‘1’llal, IIight it wasviohntiy

l)olll})ilr’tl~’{! i~y tll{’ (;(!rlll:lil ilt’lill($ry.

Les (’trtes de Forirnmrt, 1 !j miles north
of Neuvilly. In a clugout near the
southern edge of the woods on these hills
was Iocat(?d the 35th I)ivision Hdqrs., for
the period Sept. 25 28, and the I Corps
Ildqrs., Sept. 29- Nov. 2.

IWaisoncellc. ~U[JtUre~ hy tl)e 42d
Division (In Novemlwr 6. I.ocation of
the 42d DIv. lidqrs., November 7 10.

Montrehean, ~<mile south of Exermont.
In ihc att:l(”li on this Wol}{l on (J(({,l,(r
4, COrllot’ill 1[:11”01(1W. lt(lk!h, ‘f’illlli

Corps, was driving his tank into a clump
of bushes to aff’ord protection to a dis-
abled tank when his tunk slid into u water-
filled shell hole, ten feet deep, and wiis
immediately sul)mergi~rf. Knowing that,
only one of the two men in the t2iIlli could
escape, Corporal Rollerts said to the
gunner “well, only one of L]S can get
out, and out you go, ” where u!)orl lw

~ll)L’llL.111 St)lclif.ts Cot]srt(lcril]g Hcilvy Tiilllwr

lhidgc ;it l> UII-SU(-MCOSC, Novemk 191’6

pushed his companion through the back
door of the tank and was himself drowned.
11(! W:IS I:lt,(,r l) OSt.l)lllllollSly” ii\VilrtlL!(l tll(!

(hl[lgrL!SSiollil] Mcdiil (I[ I]t)ll(]r.
In the same attack Sergeants Hat-old J.

Ash and l{arley N. Nichols, ‘1’ank Corps,
took a gallant purt. Driving their tank
io tlw face of direct 77-mill irnuter gun tire
into the extreme eastero part of kl(lntre-
))(’:l LI, it WilS IIut out of action l)y no
enemy shell. These men cotltinued for
some minutes to fir(? on a maellinc-gun
nest W]li Ch was firing on them, then (lis-

rnounte(l and attrrcked the nest. ‘rh(!y
kill(’(1 tlI(L two gonn(.rs ~tll(l (Iis:ll,lt’tl 1}1(,
gulls, and tll~’n drove the crew from
another machine gun. Under the pro-
tection of another tank, they started to
their own lines, nearly rr mile away. On
the way hack, they encountered two
Gc?rmans with anti-tank rifles and crrp-
tured the rifles. Both men were under
heavy machine-gun und artillery fire
throughout this oper-ntion. They were
awarded Distinguished Service Crosses.

(323)
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Montz6ville. Location of III Corps
Headquarters during the period from
September 29 to October 26.

Moulin de 1‘Homme Mort. Four com-
panies of the 77th Division succeeded in
penetrating the German lines in the
Argonne Forest on September 28, reach-
ing a position about 200 yards south of
this mill. The units on the flanks of thk
force had not kept abreast of it, and
soon the Germans succeeded in infd-
trating behind this group, cutting it off
from the remainder of the division.
These four companies remained thus sur-
rounded by the enemy until the evening
of September 30. On September 29 First
Lieutenant Arthur F. McKeogh, ac-
companied by Privates First Class Jack
Herschkowitz and John J. Monson, at-
tempted to reestablish communications
with regimental headquarters, in order to
obtain ammunition and food. In the
afternoon the y were attacked by a hostile
force. Killing one of the enemy, they
eluded the others. When night came
they crawled unknowingly into the center
of a German camp, where they lay for
over three hours, undetected. Finally
d~covered, they made a dash to escape,
each drawing hostile fire. They succeeded
in getting through the enemy lines and
delivered valuable information to regi-
mental headquarters, which helped in the
relief of the beleaguered group. For this
daring exploit each of the three men was

Town Hall at Souilly WhereFirstArmy
HeadquartersWas Located

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.
Musarde Farm, near the southern tip of

C6te de Ch5tillon. Scene of heavy fight-
ing by the 42d Division from October 14
to 16, when it was finally captured.

Neuville-le-Comte Farm, )< mile east
of Exermont. Captured by the 35th
Division on September 29, in an attack
made under severe artillery fire, but not
held due to a heavy German counterat-
tack 1aunched that noon. On October 4
it was recaptured by the 1st Division in
spite of desperate hostile opposition.

Nouart. V Corps Hdqrs., Nov. 7-11.
* Ossuaire de la Haute Chevauch6e.

See the account given under Hill 285.
* Ossuary of Douaumont. 4 miles

northeast of Verdun, near Fort Douau-
mont, stands the Ossuary of Douaumont,
a large memorial to the French dead of
the Verdun battles of 1916 and 1917. A
French military cemetery adjoins it.

The “Trench of Bayonets”, where a
number of French soldiers are supposed to
have been buried standing up, is located
about ~ mile away on the road to Bras.
It is sheltered by a concrete structure
donated by an American citizen.

PC Gorgia, 3~~miles north of Clermont.
28th Div. Headquarters, Sept. 24-27.

PC La Hutte, in the Bois Baurrus. 33d
Div. Headquarters, Sept. 25-Ott. 21.

PC Pau, near Fontaine des Emerlots,
1)4 miles southwest of La Chalade. 77th
Div. Headquarters, Sept. 25-Ott. 2.

Peuvillers. Early on November 9
troops of the 32d Division attached to the
5th Division relieved units of the French
15th Colonial Division who had occupied
this village the previous day. East of
the village on November 10 the 32d Divi-
sion had considerable fighting.

Polka Farm, 1 mile northwest of Som-
maut he. Heavy resistance near this farm
checked the advance of the 77th and 80th
Divisions on November 4. The farm was
captured on the 5th by the 80th Division.

Rampont. Location of the 111 Corps
Hdqrs., Sept. 14-29, during the initial
attack of the Meuse-Argonne offensive.

Rar6court. Location of the I Corps
Hdqrs., Sept. 18-29, during the initial
attack of the Meuse-Argonne offensive.



Raucourt. Location of the Tith Div.
Hdqrs. during the period from Nov. 7-11.

Ravine aux Pierres, northeast of St.
Juvin. The 82d Division engaged in bit-
ter fighting near this ravine from October
14 to 16 and occupied it on October 21.
On November 1 the 77th and 80th Divi-
sions suffered heavy losses in an attack
launched from the ravine.

St. Christopher, ~f mile east of Cunel.
An entrenched German position there
was attacked twice by the 80th Division
on October 10 without success but on the
next day, as the result of two attacks,
part of it was captured. On the 12th the
5th Division fought in the vicinity and on
October 14 the area was finally captured
by the troops of the 3d Division.

St. Georges. Elements of the 42d and
82d Divisions fought severe actions with
the Germans south and west of this
place on October 14 and 15. It was cap-
tured by a joint detachment of the 2d
and 80th Divisions on November 1 after a
determined fight during the main attack.

S6rieux Farm, 1 mile west of Eclisfon-
taine. The 91st Division overcame strong
resistance here on September 28.

Sivry-les-Buzancy. This village was
captured by the 80th Division on Novem-
ber 2. It is reported that while 45
American officers were discussing plans
in an old stable that night for the next
day’s attack, a large shell came through
the roof, causing casualties among them.

Sommauthe. Captured on November 4
by the 80th Division. Stiff resistance was
encountered on the hill south of town and
in the woods to the north.

* Souilly. Location of First &my
Headquarters from September 21 to the
end of hostilities. The United States
Government has placed a bronze plaque
on the town hall recording this fact.

Tailly. Captured on November 2 by
the 89th Division after overcoming strong
machine-gun resistance. The town formed
a salient in the line that night. 89th Div.
Headquarters, November 4-11.

Talma, farm and village, about 1)i
miles northwest of Grandpr6. These
were in the Hindenburg Line. French
troops captured them on October 16 but

Signal Corps Photographer Taking Pictures
in St. Jwin

were driven out the next day. From
October 18 to 27 the 78th Division
engaged in heavy fighting in their vicinity,
capturing the farm on October 18 and the
hill east of the vil!age on October 25.
This outflanked the hostile position on
the hill north of Grandpr6, which was
captured on the 27th in desperate
fighting. Talma village was occupied by
the 78th Division on October 30.

During the attack by the 78th Division
on October 23 against the hill east of
Talma, Private Parker F. Dunn won the
Congressional Medal of Honor. When
his battalion commander found it neces-
sary to send a message to a company in
the attacking line and hesitated to order a
runner to make the trip because of the
extreme danger involved, Private Dunn,
a member of the intelligence section, vol-
unteered for the mission. After advanc-
ing across a field swept by artillery and
machine-gun fire, he was wounded but
continued on, falling wounded a second
time. Still undatmted, .he persistently
attempted to carry out his mission until
he was killed by a machinegun bullet
before reaching the advance line.

Tannay. Entered early on November
5 by patrols of the 78th Division. Later
that day elements of the 42d Division
passed through the 78th Division about
~~mile northe~t of the village and con-
tinued the advance to the north.

Transvaal Farm, on the southern slope
of C&e Dame Marie. Scene of heavy
fighting on October 9 and 10 by soldiers
of the 32d Division. The farm was finally
captured by the division on October 10.
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Tronsol Farm, 1~~ miles southwest of
Gesnes. Captured by the 91st Division
after a hard fight on September 28 and
held against a vigorous German counter-
attack the next afternoon. The 32d Divi-
sion had heavy fighting north of the farm.

Tuilerie Farm, near the eastern end of
C6te de Ch5tillon. Scene of severe fight-
ing, October 15–16, by the 42d Division.

Verri6rcs-en-Hesse Farm, 2j4 miles
southeast of Avocourt. Location of the
37th Division Hdqrs., Sept. 23–26, and
of the V Corps Hdqrs., Sept. 29–Ott. 21.

V6ry. Captured about noon Septem-
ber 26 by the 91st Division. The head-
quarters of the division was located at a
road junction ); mile southwest of V6ry
during the period September 26-28.

Ville-aux-Bois Farm, }i mile southeast
of Cunel. Scene of heavy fighting by the
80th Division on October 5, 9 and 10.

Villers-devant-Dun. Captured by the
90th Div. during November 2. 90th Div.
Headquarters from November 3 to 10.

Ville-snr-Cousances. Location of the
V Corps Hdclrs. from September 18 to 29.

Church Servicesat Verdun, f3ctober 18, 1918

+

FACTS CONCIIRNING GERMAN DIVISIONS WIIICII SERVED ON THE

MEUW-ARGONNE FRONT, SEPT13MBER 26–NOVEMBER 11, 1918

Divisions mevcd tohleuse-Argonne frout . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._ 34
l>ivisiclxks]rlox.cci from fr<>rlt... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
I>ivisi{,]ls orlfront Scl,terl]t,er 26(a.n1.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

. . . . . .

Divisior]a inli,]e twice .-.. -.--. --.- _-_. .._. ._. __. . .._. ___ . . . . . . .._. 13
Divisit]I]s inli])e tl]reeti]]les . . ..-. - . . .._. _._. . . . . . . . . . .

. . .

Divisions wllicllc:lltLe from I]ritisl] froljt._. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~. ~.. . . . . . . . . . . .
5
3

l)ivisions set]tto British froIlt . . . .._. .__. .-.. _.. _._ . . . . . . . ..-. .._. __.. ._ . . .._. _._ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Divisions wl]icll canlefroln French frorlts otl]erthan Vosges _._. __. . . . . . . . .._. ___________ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Divisit}r]s se~ltto Frer]ch fror]ts otllertllan Vosges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. 9
Divisions whic+ cmtefrom Vosges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
l)ivisi..lls s{~rlttOV[ls:cs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Divi>im,s vl,i(41 mnko from St. Millie] regim... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Divisicmssmst bSL, Miliiel region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~..... 4
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U7uptc}” v

Ahlll RICAN O1’l;RA’l<ICINS IN ‘lHE

CHAMPACYNIi REGION

I
N this chapter are described the Ameri-
can military opertitiorrs which took
place during (he World War on that

part of the brittle front in the Champagne
region between the city of Reims and the
western part of the Argonne Forest.
They include corr!l)at servires of the 2d,
36th :md 42d Dil isions; the 369th, 371st
and 372!d Infantry Regiments of the 93d
Division; the so-,. al]ed “Lost Battalion”
of the 77th Division; and the 368th
Infantry Regimc?)lt of the 92d Division.

region are shown on the gelieral map at
the end of the chapter and each opera-
tion is illustrated by a sketch which
accompanies the text of the itinerary.

The described tour lwgins at Reims and
ends at Le ljjour de Paris, near the western
edge of the Argonne 1~’orest. Ii, talx>s the
visitor to each of the areas where Amer-
ican fighting occurred and to the monu-
ment constructed by the IJnited States
Government north of Sommepy to com-
memorate the achievements of American

GcrJnmI ‘rr(JOps Auacking \)illage lkhimi Smoke Sc[-em,,111]~15, 1918. @ G

The opc?rations [f the “I,ost Battalion” and French troops who fought in the
w(,rt>])ii~t {)f (1)(, hl(,[is(.-Arg{JI~1l(:o(f’viwive (lhumpagnc region (iuring the World War.
of IIi(, Amt>ri(wn First Army })uL }NYWUM: ‘~llis itill(,r:lry (lill’(,rs from tl](kx~in t}w
the area concerned is IIear tile west ]Jrcredillg chapters ill that it does not form
sid(? of tl;(? Argonl~e, and therefore more a comp]ete loop. Such a change was con-
eilsily rearh(?d from the direction of sidercd advisaljle lw(!ause it is lx?lieved
Iteims, the det:iile(l description of them this tour will hc? used mainly by tourists
is included in this part of the hook. passing through the Champagne region

This cl) apter also includes a desm-ihed on their way to visit the Americm
tour of the American battleliel(is. The Meuse-Argonne or St. Mihiel battlefields
locations of all American operations in the or other pltices still farther to the east.
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42D DIl~ISIOA’ IN THE CHAMPAGNE-MARNE DEF,ENSII’E

JULY 15–18, 1918

EARLY in July the French secured in-
formation indicating that the next

enemy attack would be launched near
Reims. As part of the preparations to
meet it the American 42d Division was
sent to reinforce the French Fourth
Army, which was then holding the front
line from a point about 7 miles east of
Reims to the edge of the Argonne Forest.

General P6tain, the Commander-in-
Chief of the French Army, on June 24
bad prescribed in considerable detail the
plan to be followed in defending against
the expected attack. Under this plan
the front lines were to be held by but few
troops, who were to withdraw in case of
a determined assault, and the main
defense was to be made at a position,
intermediate between the then-existing
first and second positions, about 1)4 miles
from the front line. The preparation for
defense of this intermediate position and
the existing second position in rear of it
was an emergency task requiring immedi-
ate attention. Consequently, when the
4~d Di~sion arrived al] availab}e units

were immediately assigned to work to
strengthen these two positions.

The 42d Division was attached to the
French XXI Corps, which was charged

with the defense of that part of the front

including Perthes-les-Hurlus, Souain and

St. Hilaire-le-Grand. (See map page 343.)
The intermediate position ran just north
of these towns and the second position
about 1 mile south of them. The 42d
Division was given the mission of prepar-
ing for defense and holding that part of
the second line south of Souain and St.
Hilaire, and, in addition, three of its
battalions were placed on the intermediate
position in front of those places. All
troops on the intermediate and second
positions were directed to maintain their
ground “in any event and at ,all costs”.

The French Intelligence Service dis-
covered further details of the impending
attack, and by July 11 was able to fore-
cast its direction,. the frontage it would
cover and the probable day it would
take place. Aa a final, stroke of good
fortune it was learned during the evening
of July 14, from prisoners captured by
the French east of Reims, that the
German artillery bombardment would
start about midnight of that day and
that the German infantry assault would
be launched several hours later.

Thus forewarned, the French were able
to complete their plans to break up the

German Infantry Mopping Up a Destroyed and Still Bqning Village, July 1915. @ G
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A?.l ERICAN C)PER AT IOATS IN THE CHAkl PA GN’E REG1OIS 331

expected attack. They had previously
moved a large quantity of artillery into
the sector and, shortly before the German
bombardment began, the French and
American guns placed an intense bom-
bardment on the German artillery em-
placements and assembly points for
troops. This caused severe casualties in
the hostile ranks and resulted in the re-
placement of several German units before
the infantry assault was even started.

The Germans likewise had concen-
trated a great mass of artillery for the
battle, and soon after midnight on July
14-15 such cannon as had not been put
out of action by” the French bombard-
ment deluged the French and American
positions with a tremendous concentra-
tion of gas and high-explosive shells.
While there were many casualties, the
losses were much less than in the previous
German offensives, as a large part of this
bombardment was on the first position
from which most of the French troops had
been previously withdrawn.

The few troops manning the front line
had the mission of giving warning of the
attack to the units in the intermediate
Position and of delaying the enemy as long

as possible. They sent back information
mainly by telephone, rockets and flares.
The story of these men, exposed to almost
certain death under the heavy shelling, is
an epic of heroism. Among them was a
group comprising one officer and 25 men
of the 42d Division who were posted” )f
mile in frent of the main line of resistance
to defend an anti-tank gun. This entire
group was sacrificed, not one returning to
the division after the attack.

The infantry assault began at 3:50
a. m. on a battle front extending east of
Reirns to Tahure and southwest of Reirns
to a point about 4 miles east of Ch%teau-
Thierry. Because the Germans progressed
rapidly through the French front line
their first reports were highly favorable
and reserve troops were rushed forward
in the belief that the shock of the initial
onslaught had been irresistible.

On the front of the French XXI Corps,
the Allied and American artillery was
kept informed of the progress of the
German infantry attack by watchers in
the forward positions. Consequently,
the gunners were able to shorten their
range progressively so that the German
troops from the time the attack started



GermanInfantry Advancing on

were constantly under a rain of Allied
shells, with no shelter available, the
French having previously destroyed or
made untenable by poison gas all dugouts
in front of their intermediate position.
Under this deluge of fire the Germans
approached the intermediate position
where the French and Americans were
waiting. They repeatedly attacked that
position during the first day, suffering
terrific losses, but were everywhere re-
pulsed, except at two places. In those
places the hostile troops who penetrated
the French and American lines were
promptly driven out by counterattacks.

During this fighting six more American
infantry companies were sent forwaid to
the intermediate position, now become
the front line, and the 150th and lblst
Machine Gun Battalions and the artillery
brigade of the 42d Division all actively
participated in driving the enemy back.

The Germans continued their attacks
on some parts of this front on July 16,
but made no gains of importance.

In the sector of the French Fifth Army
southwest of Reims the Germans on July
15 pusbed several divisions across the
Marne River and advanced a short dis-

German 15-cm. Howitzer BarreryFiring While

the N’es[ern”Front, 1916. @ G

tance in the direction of Epemay. Hard
fighting continued there until the 17th
when the advance was definitely stopped.

Although this powerful and ambitious
drive was made by the enemy in a des-
perate effort to win the war, it lacked the
quality of surprise which had char-
acterized most of the other German
attacks of 1918. The Allies not only
avoided exposing their men to much of
the devastating effects of the hostile
preliminary artille~ bombardment, but
they fought the battle on a position of
their own choosing, inflicting hea\y
losses and a serious repulse on the enemy.

The 42d Division, which suffered more
than 1,600 casualties, was enthusiastically;:
commended by General Gouraud, com-
manding the French Fourth Army, for its
gallant conduct in the defense. It was
withdrawn from the line on July 19 pre-
paratory to moving westward to take
part in the France-American offensive
against the Marne salient which had
begun with great success the day before.

The exact locations of the infantry units
of the 42d Division are sho’wn on tbe sketch
on page 343 and further details of the fight-
ing will be found in that part of the text.

Infamy Is Moving Forward, October 1918. @ G



2D AiiD 36TH DIVISIONS WITH THE FRENCH FOURTH

.ARNIY, SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 28, 1918

THE French Fourth Army, holding
most of the front between the Ar-

gonne Forest and Reims, attacked on
September 26, in conjunction with the
northward drive of the American First
Army between the Meuse River and the
Argonne. By September 30 the Ameri-
cans east of the Argonne Forest had
progressed more than 6 miles, whereas
the French Army near Sommepy, after
an advance of about 3~4 miles, met with
desperate resist ante just south of Blanc
Mont Ridge and were unable to take
that position. (See map on page 349.)

On October 2 the 2d Division took over
a zone of action north of Sommepy, as part
of the French XXI Corps, preparatory to
launching an attack against Blanc Mont
Ridge. If this ridge could be captured
the enemy would be compelled to retire to
the Aisne River on the entire French
Fourth Army front. The American
troops had therefore the most important
assignment in the attack and were ex-
pected to lead the advance, which they
succeeded in doing in a splendid manner.

Prior to the general attack on Octo-
ber 3 the 2d Division, with characteristic

GermanAirplane Shot Down by AmericanAnti-AircraftGun

Blanc Mont Ridge was the key point energy, captured certain sections of the
of the German defenses in the region, hostile trenches which were necessary to
being on the last natural defensive line provide a suitable jump-off line. It
south of the Aisne River, 16 miles away. formed for the general assault with its
It had been greatly strengthened by an Infantry Brigade on the right, to drive
elaborate system of trenches, under- forward from the southeast against the
ground shelters and barbed-wire entangle- eastern end of Blanc Mont Ridge, and its
ments. The capture of the ridge was Marine Brigade on the left, to strike the
essential to further progress in the region; western part of the ridge from the south.
so, at the request of the Allied Com- Early on October 3 the 2d Division
mander-in-Chief for two American divi- jumped off and in spite of desperate re-
sions, General Pershing sent the 2d and sistance within three hours had the
36th Divisions from the Arnerlcan First crest of Blanc Mont Ridge firmly in
Army to assist the French Fourth its grasp. The French divisions on its
Army in its efforts to take the ridge. flanks were left far behind. The one on
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Ridge, CtipC(IICCl by rhc 2J l~ivisi{]ll,
OL[[lIX[ 3, 1918

its left murfe no progress, and the western

slopes of Blanc Mont remained in the

possession of tlie ~~ermans. This enabled
them to keep up a deadly enfilade fire
iig~inst the %d Division, and the Marine
Ilrigade wm compelled to deploy part of
its forces facing to tlie west to cover that
exposed flank. While facing in that direc-
tion these American units repulsed a
determined German counterattack.

During the afternoon the Infantry
Rrigude ugain pushed forward. It reached
ii point about 1 mile from St. lMienne-a-
Arnes where it remained that night with
its flanks temporarily unsupported.

‘1’he deep advance of the 2d Division on
tl:tober 3 cuused the Germans to initiate
at once preparations for a hasty with-
drawal to the Aisne River valley.

On Octolwr 4 the Marine Brigade
pushed its front, lines abreast of the Infan-
try Brigade, while some of its troops con-
tinued to hold off the Germans on the left
where the l~rcnch still found it impossible
to advance. It attacked again about noon
but was not able to hold all of its gains.
The Infantry Brigadej after defending
its ])twilion against, a number of vicious

counterattacks early in the morning,
launched an assiiu]t in Llle afternoon but
after heavy losses retired to its jump-off
position. The fighting on this day was of
exceptional severity, the Germans launch-
ing many counterattacks in an effort to
regain the ground which they had lost.

During most of October 5 it was ncces-
smy for the 2d Division to wait until the
Frell[,h divisions on i{s flanks had ad-
vanced farther. ‘1’he Marine 13rigude
cleared the enemy from the western slope
of Blanc Mont, thus enabling the French
troops on that flank to progress, and later
in the day pushed on sever-id hundrc?d
yards in conjunction with them. On the
6th both brigades again moved forward.

The 71st Brigade of the 36th Division
went into the line with the 2d Division
during the night of the 6th, and on the 8th
the attacks were renewed. St. Mienne-li-
Arnes was crrptured that day, and several
heavy counterattacks were repulsed.

The 2d Division, except for its artillery
brigade and engineer regiment, which
continued on with the 36th Division, was
relieved by that division on October 10.

In the operations up to this time the 2d
Division had lost about 6,300 officers and
men. It had broken into the German
lines to u depth of about 4 miles, and had
captured over 2,000 prisoners and the
vitally important Blanc Mont Ridge.
The accomplishments of the 2d Division
in this operation were responsible for the
advance of the entire French Fourth
Army, and for its brilliant exploits it was
commended in the highest terms by the
French Corps and Army Commanders.

rhc \\’esrernFront. @ G



For further detail. of this 2d Division
figlltirlg st!(?p:lg[is!t !’15 3550 f the itinerary.

The 36th I)ivisiol,, which was entering
tile front line for tli, first time, took im-
mediate advantage (Ii’ the favoral)le condi-
tions created hyth{ ;~lecessful;lflvancc(]f
the2d Division, an: attacked east of St.
13tienne-i-Arnes oli I,e 10th. After con-
siderable fighting II made some gains.
(See the sketchon :.,ige 356.)

Thilt evcliinginf, ,maticrn was received
from the French X [ Corps, with which
the divisiotl was sern .:Ig, that the Germans
were retiring, and LIle Corps directed a
vigorous wlvance. .4s a rx?sult the 36th
Division sittackecl il,e next morning, and
after overcoming n]:tt,l]inc-gun resistance,
drove tbe Germans l,ackabout3 miles to
beyond Machault. Its aggressive ad-
vance, in conjunc[i{)n with the French,
was continued on the 12th when Dricourt
and Vaux-Champagne were cuptured.
The division front line was established
that night on the high ground just to the
north of tlm latlcr ])lace. 00 tile 13th th(!
36th Division again mtrved forward and
that day took up a defensive position
along the canal near the Aisne River.

During the next few days it extended
its flank stotakeovc rseetorsfrorn French
units leaving theliril:. On the 18th it was
placed under the l’r(nch XI Corps and on
the 23d it assumcxl control of the front
facing the bend of [h{? Aisne in which are
located Rilly-aux-( )ies and Forest Farm.
At that point eneniy troops had remained
south of the Aisne River and had organ-

( 335)

ized a strong position across the base of
the bend whicli a Frt?nch divisit~n had as-
saulted unsuc(wssful]y 01] ~ctob(>r 16.

On the afternoon of Ott.ol)er 27 tlw
division attacked that position, drove the
Germans beyond the river and organiz(?d
its line north of Forest Farm.

The operations of the division, which
were begun in the vicinity of St. 13tienne-
il-Arnes about 12 miles to the south, were
terminated on October ’28, and on that
date the division passed into reserve,
IIaving lost close to 1,100 men. (For
further details consult pages 355-357. )

This successful operation was the only
one in which the 36th Division partici-
pated, although when the Armistice wits

signed it was again preparing to enter the
battle line as part of the American Sec-
ond Army for an attack netir the Mo:wllc.

(; WIU;III Troops Con] b;]tcing T; IIIks \\’itlI

~i,llllc ‘I”hrO}i WS, c)CtOhCr 1918. {:) ~~



369TH, 37 1ST A.ND 372D lNEANTRY REGIMENTS

93D DIVISION WITH THE FRENCH FOURTH ARMY

SEPTEMBER 26–OCTOBER 8, 1918

W HEN the French Fourth Army ad-
vanced northward in the Cham-

pagne region on September 26, three
infantry regiments of the American 93d
Division 1 were serving in that Army as
integral parts of French divisions. These
French divisions were with the French IX
Corps, which attacked from a position on
the battle front lying a few miles to the
west of the Argonne Forest.

The 369th Infantry had entered this
general area on April 8 with the French
16th Division and was slightly engaged
on July 15 during the German offensive
of that date. Reassigned to the French
161st Division it was in support when the
attack of September 26 started. (See
the map on page 359.) On that day it
entered a gap in the line, took the town
of Ripont, captured a number of prisoners
and several pieces of afi,llery, and con-
tinued forward during the 27th and the
28th. On the latter day it gained a
foothold on the side of the Be~evue
Signal Ridge after a stubborn fight.

On October 28 the 371st and 372d In-
fantry Regiments entered the line as part
of the French 157th Division and at-
tacked at once, advancing about 600
yards against machine-gun resistance.

During the morning of September 29
the 371st Infantry captured Ardeuil and
Montfauxelles and the 372d made an un-
successful assault against S6chault from
the west. Although patrols entered the

1The unite of the 93d Division were composed of
colored troops from all sections of the United States.

town the units of the regiment became

so intermingled that it was withdrawn

for reorganization. The town of S6chault
was finally taken that afternoon by the
369th, in an attack launched from the
heights to the south of it.

On Septembez 30 the 369th Irifantry
advanced about ~ mile and was relieved
from the line that night, after having
suffered heavy casualties. On the same
date the 371st captured Tri&es Farm.

On October 1 the 372d Infantry ~
lieved the 371st and on October 2 ad-
vanced about 3$ mile to a point south of
Monthois where it was subjected to en-
filade fire from the high ground to the
southwest of that town. It repulsed
a strong enemy counterattack on the
5th and held its position about ~ mile
south of the village of Monthois until it
was relieved on October 7.

All three regiments won the praise of
the French authorities for their conduct
in the attack. The 369th Infantry suf-
fered 785 casualties during tbe fighting in
this region and the 371st and 372d In-
fantries, 882 and 579, respectively.

For further details of the operations of
these regiments consult pages 358-360.

While thk fighting was going on, the
other infantry regiment, the 370th, of the
93d Division was serving with a French
division northeast of Soissons.

Soon after October 8 these three regi-
ments of the 93d Division entrained with
their French divisions to enter sectors of
the front line in the Vosges Mountains.



~~LOST BATTALION7 S OF THE 77TH DIVISION’, OCTOBER 2—7, 1918

0 N October 2 the 77th Division, at-
tacking northward in the Argonne

Forest as the left division of the I Corps
and American First Army, encountered
heavy resistance and made little progress
except in the zone of action of the 308th
Infantry. Six companies of that regi-.
ment and parta of two companies of the
306th Machine Gun Battalion, which were
operating under orders to proceed with-
out regard to the progress on their flanks,
penetrated the enemy lines by following a
small valley and established themselves,
just before dark, on the northern slope of
the ravine to the east of Charlevaux Mill.
(See map page 363.) Communication
had been maintained with the troops in
rear during the day, and late in the eve-
ning one company of the 307th Infantry
succeeded in moving forward to join
this advanced force in the ravine.

The Germans, however, pushed troops
between the main body of the division
and these companies, with the result that
by daybreak on October 3 the companies
were completely surrounded.

This little force, holding a position
about ~<mile in advance of the front line
of the division, was subjected to repeated
assaults and exposed to incessant machine-
gun and minenwerfer fire from all sides.
Food was exhausted on the second day,
water could be procured only with diffi-
culty from the muddy creek, which was
exposed to hostile fire, and suffering from
hunger and thirst became more and more
acute. Ammunition soon became scarce
and to defend themselves the men in the
position were forced to salvage rifles and
ammunition from the German dead.

The Air Service did not succeed in its

attempts to deliver messages or to drop
food, medical supplies and ammunition
into the pc,sition, and the efforts of the
77th Division to push forward to relieve
its isolated troops were also unsuccessful.
Disdaining any thought of surrender,
however, the detachment maintained its
unequal fight day and night.

Finally, on October 7, the right of the
American I Corps launched an attack
from the east against the flank and rear
of the hostile position in the Argonne .
Forest and at the same time the 77th
Division renewed its attacks.

This flanking movement forced the
Germans to withdraw, and that evening
the troops of the 77th Divti]on advancing
from the south rescued the “Lost BattaL
ion”, which that afternoon had beaten off
the last and fiercest attack against it.

When relieved on the night of October
7, after having been cut off for five days
and nights, only about one third of the
more than 600 men who had entered the
position were able to walk from it.

The American First Army at the time
this operation started was engaged in the
Meuse-Argonne offensive and, in the
Argonne Forest, was facing the German
second position, a strongly-organized de-
fensive line. The “Lost Battalion” pen~
trated that line at a place temporarily un-
occupied by German troops. When reoc-
cupied by the Germans the defenses were
so strong that, in spite of the greatest
efforts, the 77th Division could not break
through until the flank attack of the I
Corps forced the enemy to retire.

For additional information concerning
this “Lost Battalion”, refer to pages
362–365 of the itinerary in this chapter.





368Tll lNFANTR% llliGIhIEN”r, 921> D1V1S1ON

IN TIIE MEUSE-ARGONNll OFl~liNSIVli

SIWTEMB1lR 26–0CT(>131iR 4, 1918

0N Sept,emher 26 (he connecting force
lwtween i lie Fnmch F[,l[rth Army,

atlticking north w:lrd from the Chumpagnc
front, and the American First Army,
attacking from the 11euse-Argonne front,
was composed of the 368th Infantry, 92cf
Division, I and the b’rench I Itli Cuiras-
siers-a-pied, und op~riited under the com-
mand of the French Ist Cavalry Division
(dismounted) whicl~ was the right ele-
ment of the French XX XVIII Corps.

These unils went. into line on September
25. The next day part of the 368th
Infantry advanced about 1 mile but with
the exception of one twrnpany which spent
the night about 200 yards in front of its
starting point, the rest of the units re-
tired during the evening to behind their
jump-off positions. (See map on page 366.)

On the 27th the connecting force moved
forward an averag{- distance of 1 mile,
encountering little opposition.

On the 281}1 the 368th Infantry, re-
inforced hy two companies of the 351sL
Machine Gun Battalion of the 92d Divi-
sion, French artillery units and a squadron
of the French 10th Ih-agoons, attacked in
the direction of 13inarville and although
considerable movement backward and for-
ward took place during the day the total
ground gained was riuite small.

The American First Army ])laced the
remainder of the 92d Division, less its
artillery, engineers and 183d Brigade, at
the disposal of the French XXXVJII
Corps on Septemlmr 29. The corps re-
duced the width of the zone of action of
the 368th Infantry at that time and the
regim(, nt spent m[wt of tllc (lay in rt, ar-

ranging and reorganizing its units.
On the 30th a French regiment, the 9th

Cuirassiers-h-pied, was directed to cap-
ture Binilrvillc. Seeing this unit advilllc-
ing, and having failed to receive the
orders to stand fast which had been sent
it, elements of the 3t18th attacked with

I ‘l’he WI 1)ivisim was composwd of colored soldiers
[rem various parts of the United States and all of the
company officers of the 3(Nth infantry were colored.

the French. Binarville was captured and
tile front Ii]lc was (++tal)lished lwyond it.

During the morning of october 1 the
American regiment was relieved from the
front line, and it passed into reserve with
other organizations of the 92d Division.

‘f ’he division was returned to the con-

M

trol of the American First Army on
Octolwr 4, after havi]lg suffered casualties
which totaled 270 off]cers and men.

For further information of the fighting
of this detachment consult pages 366-367.
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A muR oF THE AhfERICAN 13ATTLEF133LDs

T111S tfnlr Iwgins at Itc,ilns an(l etlds at
I,e Four de Paris. It is 68 miles (109

kilometers) long ml can he completed in
four hours if care is tuken nt~tto spend too
much time at the interesting points.

The described tour is only slightly
greater in mileage than the direct route
across the are:i, and for that reason it is

following this tour and it should l~e read
by the tourist }~efore he starts on his trip.

The mileage figures in the text ure given
merely as an aid to th(’ r(’il(l(’r and arc not
essential in following the itinerary.

When following the described route,
unless contrary road instructions are
specifically given, continue straight aheid.

(341)
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I.cave pltiza by sircel ta the right front
and follow the route to the exit of town
shown on the above sketch.

(1.5 m 2.4 km) Near edge of town, at
road junction where street ends, is located
a small monument to the colored troops
who fought in the 1{’rench Armies.

(4.3 m 6.9 lcm) Beyond town, after
crossing railroad, on the sky line just to
the right of the road ahead are seen the
battered ruins of the Fort de la Pompelle,
a French fort built many years before the
World War for the defense of Reims. It
was captured by the Germans early in
September 1914 and recaptured by the
French soon thereafter. During the
fighting in 1918 it was encircled by the
German troops but not captured. Severe
fighting took place all around it.

Across the road from the fort is a
monument to the defenders of this part
of the front during the World War.

At road junction near fort, close to the
right side of the road, is one of a number
of small markers erected at various points
tilong the roads of France tind I?elgium to
indicate the line from which the German
forces were burled hack by the Allied
Armies in the summer and fall of 1918.

(5.6 m 9.0 km) At the road junction
near Fort de la Purnpelle, betir to the left.

(6.1 m 9.81im)Beyond junction,
about 1,~ mile, dangside the rotid
are see. (1937) the remains of a
large 13ritish tank. It was cap-
tured by the Germans in Picardy,
used by them here on JL]ly 15
in their last great offensive, and
lmt out of action at this spot by
French artillery fire.

Tbe road for the next 14 miles
follows the trace of ii. old Rrrnmn
road and for the greater part of
the next 20 miles was eit})er on
or iust in rear of the French front

line during most of the war. For a large
part of tll; way a trench Iollowed the left

side of it. Lfany traces of other Allied

and German trenches are still visilde
(1937) in the fields along this road.

(6.3 m 10.2 km) To the right and right
rear in the distance is seen the Montagne
de Reims. It is a high wooded plateau,
forming a very strong natural defensive
position, and was the main objective of
the last great German offensive. Im-
portant French observation posts were
located along its near edge.

(10.8 m 17.4 km) About 41A miles
farther on, while approaching main cross-
roads, to the left front are seen the

shattered crests of the Monts de Cham-
pagne. These were in the hands of the
Germans until April 1917 when a general
French attack launched from near this
road pushed the enemy from them.

The French Government is attempting to
preserve there a number of trenches, concrete
machine-gun emplacements and tunnels.
To visit some of thcm, tarn le.fl at next cross-
road towanl N auroy and proceed 10 jirsl
high crest. Length of detoar--3 miles.
Time required -30 minutes.

(1 1.4 m 18.4 lim) Just before reaching
the main crossroads, to the left alongside
the road, are seen two small markers, one
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indicating the fart best ildVatlt!e of the
German Armies in this repion during 1918
anrf the other conimem{)l :It.ing the 27th
Inftintry ltegimc!)t of th(: French Army.

(12.8 m 20.6 km) The nclt village seen
to the right is Prusnes. .&t its near edge
is seen ii smiill mul~(lmeni whi(h commem-
orates a Fren(.h iII 1ant r-y r(,giment.

(16.7 m 26.9 km Ahou( 4 miles further
on, along ]ef~ side of roa{[, is set!n a ]arge

World War cemel(,ty, cmltaining in difTer-
ent sections the l)(x!ies of 6,424 French,
66 Polish and 5,3:;3 (ltwman dead.

(17.1 m 27.5 k]),) 21/2 miles to the left
of this road is lot,nted the scene of the
raid by the Frenftl 3661 i) Infantry, 132ti
Division, 1V (’,,rps, French Fourth
Army, uhout 8:00 ,J’c1o(,I. on the evening
of July 14 wllicll t.csultf,~! ill the capture
of 27 prisoners frum whom were obtained
the time schedule and other priceless
information concerning the great C1er-

mun offensive which was made later that
same night along this entire battle front.

(19.0 m 30.6 km) Beyond next main
crossrottd, about 200 yards, just over
(he first slight crest, STOP.

Face down’ the road, which direction is
up[)roximately east.

T}]e last large Germdn oll’ensivc of
the war which was launched on ,July 15,
was stopped ill this vicinity with terrific
losses to the attacking forces.

The tourist has now reached that part
of the frnnt where elements of the Ameri-
can 42tt Division fought. The operations
of that division have been previously
described in this chapter. The following
should be read with that description in
mind and with frequent references to tile
map of the 42(1 I)ivision olwrati~)l)s which
:ippears at the huttom of this page.

‘Me intermediate position selected to
l)e defended at till costs against the

I 42d Division in Champagne-Marne Defensive, July 15-18,1918

I
-—F,r~( Positio(, ‘ ‘-” - Intermediate Position . “ Second Position

–~XK–COrps Boundary —xx—DivisionBoundary —~— Brigade Boundary

. Sacrifice Post, see text Directionof German attack was from north to south
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expected C]erman Uttiit’li included this
road near here. The forward trench of
the position ran :i[;]~r[)xirll:ltcl~~ parallel
tothis rowi shout 300 yards away to the
left. Some of the support trenches were
slung this road and others ap])roxirnately
150 yi~rds to ti)e right of it.

One l,attalii~n of the 42( I Ilivisit~ll lield

a sector here, al)out 1; mile long, with two
companies in the f{~rward line and one
(.onl]xIt)y ill sIIII})(Ir L i]) III(I tr(, tl[,l) s.yst(, nl

just to the rigllt of this l)oint. The re-

maining comp:illy of this battaliun held
a pmition in the forward line shout lj~
milvs away in lI]c <Iir{’(’tii]n the tourist is
facing. At)~)(ilir Im(lalif)n was in (})L,
position defending St. Ilil:iire-le-Griilld,
ahout 2 mil[is tu tllc rigl)t frol]t I)(IL ill-

visihle from l)ere, and still mother was
near the village of Souain, which is
]I:lsse{i tllr{)llgll l;ileri)l the tour,

During the nighL of July 14-15 the
excitement at this point was intense.
With full knowledge of the German plans
the American and French artillery, lo-
cated a mile or more to the right of this
road, o]x,l](,{l fire a\~cIut, 11:’20 }J. m. ulwn
tile (;el’man 11):1ss(s ftirming ft~r (I)e at-
tack. Xxactly on schc’duled time, 12:10
a. m., the Gtwnan artillery commenced
firing. Some of its fire was directed
against the positions here I)ut most of it
~l(llll]d[.ci t}letref)clles a)l{l wire of the first
line, which ran ubout I]; miles away,
h[’yond ALli)61ive-sllr-SuiI)!)es, seen totlle
l{,ft,, and along the top of the ridge seen
to the left front. As that line had I)ecn
practicably ahandone(l, except for the

so-called “sacrifice posts”, much of the
German tire which fell upon it was wasted.

At 3:50 ii. m. the German infantry
tissault was la LIn(JIIed, this fact being
signal led to ~hnse near here by rockets
sent LIP hy men in the “sacrifice posts”
whu then attempted to rlisnrganize the

first enemy assault waves I,y marhine-
gwn fire while retreating slowly to the
lines near here. At that time the Amer-
i[.:in s{)ldi(,rs [l(>iI~ lhis I)f,illt ])rc?]mred
to receive the assault, but so effective
was the delay caused by the small posts
in the front line that it was not until
sll~)l,tlyl~(,ff}r{: S: ()() a. m. that Lht?C,erman
LrooI)s” SUC([KXI(L(I ill reaching t,llc pusit. ion
just to the left of this road. The first
waves were I)cakn off and IIY 10:00 a. m.
the French and Americans in this vicinity

had repulsed, with terrific losses to

the Germans, seven separ:tte assaults.

.4hout 11:00 a. m. the attock lost its
impetus and the enemy was compelled

to withdraw for reorganization.

Further attacks by the enemy in tile

afternoon and early evening were re-

pulsed, and tiuring t}lc night an nt}] e r

hatta]i(]n of L]ie 42d ])ivisif]n was sent

forward to support the lines near here.
lt took up a position in trenches running
immediately along the right side of this
road with the center of the battalion
approximately 800 yards ahead.

At 10:30 a. m. on July 16, after heavy
artillery preparation, the Germans re-
newed their elTorts to l)reak through the
line near St. IIilaire. In spite of re-
peated attacks, however, continued until
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2:00 p m., their assaults were everywhere
repulsed with severe losses. These at-
tacks were prohab)y launched in an
effort to conceal from the Allies the
decisiveness of ~he defeat suffered hy the
German Armies on the l,revious day and
they marked the end (If the German
attempts to advance on lhis front.

On JLily I (i and 17 American and
French patrols operate([ as far m the
former French first line, 1hen held by the
Germans, and {In the m(~rning of JLJly 18
the American (roops made a successful
raid on a German posiii, )n to the ]eft of
lwre us ii rwult of whit]) information an(l
a nurnl)er of prisoners wt,re secured.

On July 19 the 42,1 Division was
relievwl frf)rn 111(?trencll(,s on this front,
preparatory to moving w(’s( war(l i () join
the fighting in tli[t Aisn(,-hlarne rt,gion.

The head(IuuI [t’rs of the 42(I I>ivision

during tl)e o~)erxti(,ns 011 July 15 and 16

was lo(,itk(l at ( ‘r61(, Niel about 6 mihw
away to the right of ~llis road.

From lIwe to Souai]) the intermediate
position” frIIIIi wl~it.1) iii,. (lt,rt~):~l) ;Ili;I{.li

was repulsed ran al)pr[mimately ]Jarallf,l
to the road followed by the toL]r. It was

l(wated from ‘ i to “{ mile to the left of it.

EN I{ O(JTIJ NollTll\VLOS’1” 01,” ST. llll,Alltll ‘F()

TIIL! NAVARIN FARM MONIJMENT

(21.5 m 34.6 km) In the next village,
St. Hilairc-le-Grand, immediately beyond
the church, lurn to the left.

On July 15 and 16 the troops of the
42d Division pla)-ed a prominent r61e
in the defense of St. Hilaire-le-Grand.

(23.8 m 38,3 km) Approximately 3A
mile 10 the right of this road was located
the second position, organized and held
by the greater part of the 42cl Division.
That position was heavily shelled during
the attack but no active fighting took
place there as the Germans were unable
to force their way through the interme-
diate position to the left of this road.

I?cgvnd nexl twwn, Souuirl, on road to
Tah?{re are a monument ayld crwt~lery of
the French Foreign Legion, the farrds jor
ulhich Iwrq furnished by an A rnericon. It
is easily rcaclwd and well uYort}Lseeing.
Y’o uisit, titro righl at church ill Souuin,
cross creek and then turn left. At road
fork near edge of town take left-hand branch
and proceed ubo Nt1 wile k) mon u tnf,nt a)td

crmclcry which are on righl side OJ road.
Length oj side tril>– 3 miles. A nloltnt of
time required-30 minates.

(25.5 m 41.1 km) Jvhere road ends in
the ncx( village, Sonain, tarn left.

(25.7 m 41.4 km) Ileyorrd town, to the

left of the road is seen i~ large World
Wxr IIlilit;lry ,O,,nl([try e,),,t:lit]i,,~ 29,~)07
1+’rell(.11at]d 1:1,708 Gernlall (Ica(l.

(25.9 m 41.7 km) About 300 yards firr-
ther on, nt small crest marked (1937) by
two ronrrelc sheltvrs 10 ihc Irft of III(.
road, S’~ol~ wilhout 1(,iIVillg iLlli OIUOllil (,.

Through this point, running at right
iingl~ts to the road and extending al)(]ul

600 yards on each side of it, were located
trenches held by two companies of the
42d Division from July 15 to 19.

Early on the morning of July 15 when
the isolated groups in the front line,
which were on the ridge 2 miles ahead,

Gcrn);ln Assault Against 1’ill~gc Afccr in Arrille]-y Prep~racion, July 1918, @ G
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retired before the German onslaught the

American troops here were caught by the

full force of the attack. After vigorous

ilSSllUltS the Germans penetratecf the

American lines in this vicinity about 7:50
a. m., but were thrown back at 8:30 a. m.
after vicious hand-to-hand fighting. Fur-
ther attacks by the enemy during the
afternoon and early evening were so
decisively repulsed that the German
efTort.s tu advance in i his vicinity were
not renewed the following day.

The following are verbatim extracts
from an account written by an officer of
all American company in line immediately
to the left of this road:

“Just before midnight . . . our artil-
lery opened up and the sky was red for
miles, at midnight the enemy open[?d up
with artillery and I could see hundreds of
trench mortar shells being thrown into
the first position where the French were
holding the lines with a skeleton force.
‘1’he shelling lasted until just before dawn.
Tanks were heard during the night, these
were put out of action before reaching
our lines. The enemy infantry and light
machine gunners . . . reached our wire
at dawn, some of these broke through into
{)ur trell(’h(’s I)Ut were liillcd . . . :ill
aLLaL<liSw(w) 1)(,:11(.11{)11’.

‘t . . . %me (lermans atttl~lied near
the road in French overcoats but were
detected in time. Before the second
all:wk, tl~e Germans could be pltiinly
seen coming over the hill and down the
Sommepy-Souain road in tbe distance in
small groups and moving off to the east
of the road to form. This attack when
it came did not hit our line head on but
struck us on a shmt from right tCJ left as

a result of which large numbers of the
enemy ptissed in front of our wire a)ld
were exposed to our fire at close rauge.
One German under officer stood on u
little rise out in front of us and gave arm
signals until he was picked off, the enemy
withdrew in good order when the attack
ceased. I could see a group on a hillside
at a considerable distance send up a rocket
signal, a parachute with whut appeared
to be a triwrgle suspended from it, the
attack ceased shortly after this.

“Our planes brought down a number of
enemy observation t)olloons directly in
front of us. The enemy planes were
numerous and active. On July 16th I
counted 36 Red Nose planes in one for-
mation which passed over us tiring on the
trenches with machine guns.”

Continue.
(26.2 m 42.2 km) About 600 yards

farther on, to the right of the road was
located Wagrarn Dugout, occupied by the
2d Division Headquarters, October 2-6,
during the fighting for 131anc Mont ltidge.

~?~.() m 45.1 km) On the ncxi hill, at the
hrrge monument with the sculptured group
on top, seen to the left of road, STOP.

This rnonu ment is across the road from
the site of Navarin Farm, which was com-
pletely obliterati:d during the war. It
takes its name from that place. From
September 1915 to July 1918 the German

A Brigwlc Headquarters of the 42cf Divisioo

Near suip~s, julv 10, 1918
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frunt-line trenches whi{h ran at right
angles to the road trussed it at this point.
The French front-line trenches were about
400 yards back toward %uain.

The monument, erected by the French,
commemorates the dead of the armies of
Champugne- One t>fthe three s{ulpturcd
figures on top represents an American
automatic rifleman. The inscription
names the American units which fought
side by side with the French in this region.

In defending against the German of-
fensive of July 15 the French held their
front-line trenc}~es only lightly and
consequently the main fight in this vicinity
was made near Souain at the place where
the tourist recently stopped.

After the German attack in tJuly had
failed, the l’mmch lines on this ridge were
not reoccupied ai~d their front tine was
located ah,,ut 1:’, miles from here in the
direction ,Jf Souain. On September 26
the French troops in this vicinity attacked
in conjunction with the Meuse-Argonne
offensive of the American First Army.
By September 30 they had advanced to
beyond Sommepy, seen down the road in
the valley ahead, where they were held up

i n front uf strong German pwitiuns on

~lall~ Mont l~id&! jUSt lJ($yOIld thZIt toW1l.

The. ground in the vicinity of this monu-
ment has not heen restored and a walk
around it will prove most interesting.

On a clear day the square tower of the
American monument, on the ridge Iwyond
Sommepy, can be seen on the sky line hy
looking in a direction some distance to t}le
left of that followed by the road ahead.

Eli ROUTE NAVARIN FARM MONUMENT TO

AMERICAN MONUMENT NORTH OF

SOMMEPY

ln the next village, Sommepy, under the
church are (1937) German duguuts which
were used hy t}~e American 2d Division
IIeadquarters, Octuher (i -10, and hy the
36th Division Headquarters, October 10-
12. ‘l’he town hall of the village was
reconstructed with funds raised by a
committee of Americou women.

(30.3 m 48.8 km) In Sommepy, after
crossing the railroad, when church steeple
is seen to the LEFT front, turn left.

(30.6 m 49.3 km) At the road junction
about ‘~ mile farther on, turn to the left.
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2d Division with French Fourth Army, Oct. 2-10, 1918
(TIStBrigade,s&hDiViQOrl,AttaChedo~t~ber6.9)

/ ‘l\f’ ‘
\

\)\\+

‘d;hiik$

x Route, described in text

— Line of Relief ~ Front Line ---- Gap in Line
—xx— Division Boundary —x— Brigade Boundary

This area is about half-covered with pine woods

“ (31.1 m 50.1 km) A short distance far- Down the road ahead on the sky line..
ther on, near the left side of road, is seen a can be seen the American monument on
2d Division boulder marker. It is located a high point of Blanc Mont Ridge.
near the right flank of the jump-off line of (31.2 m 50.3 km) To the left of the
the Marine Brigade ear!y on October 3. road is seen a fine view of the ground
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American Memorial Ncfir .kmtncpy

Con]nwnmuing he Fighting in the ChanlpxgneItegioo

advanced over by the Marine Brigade on
October 3. The direction of advance of
the brigade was approximately parallel to
that which the tourist is now traveling.

(33.2 m 53.3 km) At next crossroads,
turn to the right, proceed to the site of the
monument and STOP.

‘1’his monument was erected by the
United States Government to commem-
orate the achievements of her soldiers and
those of France who fought in this region
during the World War. It stands on the
crest of lihinc Mont Ridge which was
capturett by the American Xl Division on
October 3, after terrific fighting.

The memorial has the form of a tower
mid its sturdy, though graceful, shape
harmonizes with the bleak and desolate
landscape. The golden brown stones, of
different shades, give an unusually at-
tractive effect to the exterior and the
monument as a whole is representative of
n fine type of American architecture.

Illtween the road and the monument
is a German trench and beyond it in the

open field are the entrances to several
German dugouts. The neighborhood con-
tains many trenches and other indications
of the war. A walk in the vicinity will
prove to be most interesting.

On the exterior walls of the monument
are carved the dedicatory inscription and
the names of the American divisions
which the monument commemorates,
their insignia, the incltisive dates that
they served in this region and four places
where each division had hard fighting.

The tower is now (1937) open to visitors
only on Sundays. Inside the door, on a
stone panel visible through the bronze
grille, is a brief description of the Amer-
ican operations in the vicinity.

The following details of the fighting are
written to be read from the top of the
tower. If read from the lower terrace
a large part of the description will be clear
and many of the places can be identified.

The direction arrows on the upper par-
apet wails will be of help in locating the
places mentioned on the following pages.
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The American monlLmeIit <~n hlont-
faumn, 27 miles away, can be seen whet)
the atmospheric conditions are favorable.

Climb tower, go to side of terrace over
entrance door and face out with line of

vision at right angles to the parapet WUI1.

Sommepy is i,) th(> valley ahead.

If the tourist is n,,t familiar wit}~ the
a(!~OLllltof the (Il)[,ral ions of the? 2d and
36Lli lJivisit~lis, giv{,jl l~r{.vi(,(lsly ill tljis
chapter, it sliould J]ON lx? re:id.

‘1’his mooumelit is ,lear the center of
the dominating IIl:ln[. \’iont ltirfge. The
ridge iS (:rW(eO~-S]l:l])l<[, ]~]:ll)C MOOt ]J&
illg thtit ~]ld allout [ nli]e away to the
right and lIill 2 I() the (,rld about the same
distance LOthe 1(,ft fr(]iit. on an oflshoot
of this ridge was lom tcd IW6d6ah 1~’arm,
which is al)(nlt I n]i]e [() the left.

The ridge I],is gr~;ii rltitural (iefensive
strength due to its llligl]~ :lbove the sur-
rounding coLIntI.y an,l the many wooded

Inscription on the .An)erican So ImT]cpy Memorial

4

E(]rr:(l).c to the A mcricm Mcjnori;ll

Near Sornowpy

and cleared places on its summit. !rhe
(’11/llliJ’ character of its soil made the con-
struction of field fortifications con~para-
lively easy and many trenches, dugouts
and obstacles had been constructed.

The oflensive of the French Fourtli
Army, which started on September 26
from a line alwut 1 mile beyond the
location of the Navarin Farm monument,
the pyramid-shaped monument seen to
the right of and beyorld Sommepy, was
shattered against the German positions
at the foot of this ridge. The repeated
French assaults were without avail and
the Fren& advance had been definitely
stopped when the American 2rf Division
on October 2 took over the front line
just this side of Sommepy.

A general offensive was fixed for Octo-
ber 3. The 2d Division’s task was to
force the enemy from this ridge and thus
open the way for the Wench Fourth
Army to advance to the Aisne River,
about 14 miles to the rear of the observer.

The division pklll of iitt;l~k, though
hurriedly druwn, was cleverly concci vcxf.
An assuult was not ordered for its entire
front, but the Marine Brigade was dired,-
ed to advance from the low ridge seen just
this side of and to the right of Sommepy,
and the Infantry Brigade was directed to
jump off from a line just beyond the far
edge of the wood seen to the left of front.
The direction of advance of this last
attack was directly against the eastern
end of Blanc Mont Ridge and then along
it. The zones of action of the two attacks
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ronvt?rged at the crossroads seen to the
right, r(?ar near this monument. No X-

sault was made from this side of Sommel]y
thus avoiding a frontal attack against a
very strong part of the ridge.

The attack was launched at 5:50 a, m.
on October 3, after a brief but heavy
artillery bomhurdrnent. It was accom-

panied by tanks and was preceded up
these slopes Ijy an ilrtillcry barrage. The
In fa]ltry Ilrigade found its jump-olr line,
which was in the zone of action of a
French division, occupied hy Germans
who l~ad made a local attack and ]]ad
advanced there the day hefore. In spite
of this and heavy enemy shellfire, the
assault units lined up farther to the rem
and atta(, ked with overpowering force
oii S(,hli[lll kid time. 1Iill 2 I() was soon
raptured and the advance progressed
rapidly along the ridge. By 8:30 a. m.
the brigade ohjeetive, that part of the
road in n,ar of tile olwcrver extending
10 the Irft fr,,m I)(,w w far us M&[&h

Farm, was reached and a defensive posi-
tion alm)g it was ]Jrompt.ly organized.

The Milrille Brigade, attacking from

the right, ()[ Sommpl)y, drove forw:lr[]
vigorously an(l alwllt 8:30 a. m. reached
its o])jucl iv{), that jlart of the road in i-(?ar
of tl]c? olwerver from th(? crossroads near
l]t,rc to tht?right as far as 131anc Mont. Its
greatest troul)les then began, as the
French divisiOn alongside it had made no
ap[)recial)]e gain and the brigade flank,
alwut 1 mile to the ohserver’s right, was
2 miles ahend of tile French line and
cntirel y exposed. The Germans, realiz-
ing the critical situation of the unit, drove
in heavily against, the exposed flan]i hut

were repulsed with severe losses by a
company on that flank which }lad previ-
ously faced in the direction of the ol)serv-
er’s right in preparation for such a con-
tingency. Other support units faced in
that direction also and thus filled the wide
gap which had existed in the line.

To the right frvmt, just to the right of
the line of the direction arrow pointing
out St. Hilaire, is the high, partially
wooded ridge called Notre Dame des
Champs, which was holding up the French.
On the left end of that ridge was a power-
ful German position called Ilssen Hook,
That strong point had been unsuccess-
fully attacked by the French several times,
the last attack having been repulsed by
the Germans early on October 3. During
the morning of Octolwr 3 t,he position
was taken by the mzrines in a flank at-
tack and turned over to a French division,
which lost it later in the day when the
(k,rmutl t,roops {:our]t{:r,ttta{:lied.

Go 10 opposite side of terrace.
St. I’;tie~lt]e-;~-Arlles is the village which

is seen to the left front,.
The 2d Division at 2:00 p.m. on Octo-

ber 3 ordered an advance from ils newly.
won ptwitions along the road running in
front of here. The marine units, in line
hey(,nd the road juncliun seen to the left,
between 6:00 and 7:00 p. m. received this
order to attack hut being heavily engaged
on the division’s left flank the bd.tiilion

commanders agreed among themselves to
attack early the next morning. The In-
fantry llrigade, in front of and to the
right of here, jumped off late ;n the after-
noon of the 3d and advanced more than a
mile, well beyond the units on each side of
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it. In spite of its precarious position
with both flanlis exposed, the brigade
tenaciously helci to its gains.

At the end of its first day of attack the
crest of Blanc Mont ltidge wns firmly in
the grasp of the 2d Division and both of
its (Iunks were far ahead of the atlj[)ining
French units. Its main mission had been
accomplished and as a result tile German
High Commimcf that {lay decided to re-
treat to the Aisne ltiver on all the Cham-
pagne battle front. Tliis decision caused
no great change in tlw severity of the
fighting in this region LLSfrom then rm
the Germtins fought even more desper-
ately to gtiin time to make the withdrawal
in good order and thus avoid excessive
losses of men, supplies and mat6riel.

Illustrative of the aggressive spirit and
heroism of the individual sol(lier during
the intense fighting 011Outoher 3 are the
deeds for which Corp,,ral John H. Pruitt,
Private First Class l~rilnl{ J. 13art iin(l

Private Jol)n Joseph Kelly of the 2d I}ivi-
sion were awarded Cfmgressional Medals
of Honor, the highest iiwiird given l)y the
United States Govern ment for bravery.

Corporal Proitt of [he Marine Brigade
attacked singlehanded two machine guns,
located not far from the site of this monu-
nwnt. lIe caj~turcj(l tll(>m, hilled two of
the enemy, and th(?n captured 40 prison-
ers in a dugout near l)y. This gallant
soldier was killed soon afterward by shell-

fire while sniping at the enemy.

Private hart f~f tli(! Irlf~k]~try J3rigwle

was on duty as a company rllnnm when

the advance was held up hy machine-gun

iire not far from M6d6xh Farm. 1[e vol-
untarily pi(,li(:d up an automatic rille, mn
OUta]lead of Lhc ]in(;, itnd sil(>lLr@{i:L]l(ls-
tile muchine-gun nest, liilling the C,erman
gunners. ‘f’lle :ldVill) (’C tl]ell ront,inued
and when it was :Ig:lin hin{lerwl shortly

afterw:lrds I)y iire from a]lt)tlit,r lna(.llint>-

gun nest this cwuragyous sol(li~w rrqxmtml
his l)old ex~)lui~ }Jy putting the s(world
machine gun out of wtiorr.

Private Ken y of tl]e N’1arine l?rigade,

while his ul!it was ilttii(’l;i Og a German
positio]~ lmtwcen here and Sommepy, run
through the .4m(?riean barrage 100 yards

in advance of the front line an(i attaclied

:10 enemy machine-gun nc?st, liilling the

gunner with a grenade, shooting another
nmmher of the crew with a pistol and
returning through the barrage will) eight
prisoners which he had captured.

‘1’hc d;ll)g(!M)US ])twitil)n of tllc ]Ilfaritry
13rigade, whose front line about halfwtiy .
between here and St. I?tienne formed a
deep salient into the German lines during
the night of October 3 -4,was somewhat, re-
lieved when the Marine Drigade attaciied
tit 6:00 a. m. on octolwr 4 and moved up
abreast of it. ltarly in the morning, how-
ever, the Infantry Ilrigtide had withstood
fierce German counterattaclis against its
flanks, launched from the vicinity of A16-
dc%h I!’arm and from St. I?tienne.

‘l%at after-noon tile attack was renewed
on the entire front of the division. In
front of here the Infantry Brigade ad-
vanced at 2:30 p. m. hut came under
severe machine-gun fire from C,errnun po-
sitions along tile road joining St. l~:ti(:lit)(:

with Orfeuil, seen to the right, and was
forced to retire after severe losses.

‘1’}le Marine Ilrigade 21ttilCli~d dl)out

noon toward St. Etienne and reached the
edge of the wood on this side of the town
before it was stopped. During the after-

noon a Cnunteriltta[k ilgilinst its left
ilank was ri’pulscxl. ‘1’lle guins made
during the afternoon were not held as the
advanced troops, ~fLW’ suffering heavily

from hostile machine-gun and shell fire,
w(,rc ff)rcml to fall I)af.k. Me:tnwhil(.,
the marine units fa(iog to tile l(,ft at the
end of Illanc Mont ltidge had beaten oft
two {Ivtcrrninc(l C,erman (oilntcruttticlis.

&fuII ()[ [I)L q2,1 l>ivisiotl ;it J l>(l~:oil[ N,.lJ- rllu
Sctc~nJ-1.illcTrcncl]cs North ijest ()(

S,lippcs,juty 10, 1918
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Most of the German assuulls on this
day were determined, carefully ]Jlanned
attricks to rx?gainthe hig]l ground between
here and St. l~ltienne. hlsny of them col-
lided with 2d Division attacks and thus

the area became une great maelstrom uf

violence. Reports of 2d Division officers
speak of this day’s fighting as the most
severe in their experience.

The line urganized by the 2d Division
on the night of October 4 5 was about
half way from here to St. Etienne. The
left flank of the division was far ai~ead of
the adjoining French unit.

During the day, the French division on
the right had advanced about 700 yards
beyond M6d4ah I%rm. On the left the
French had moved furward in the 2d Di-
visinn zone uf action and attacked tu the
west (observer’s left) furcing the Ger-
mans tu evacuate all of the Notre Dame
des Champs Ridge, which was recently
pointed out t,{) the left rear.

On October 5 the 2d Division ordered
an attack which was orlly to be launched
when the French units came up on the
flanks. Due to the withdrawal of the
German troops to the left of here, the
French advanced during the day and the
Marine Brigade attacked in the after-
noon, moving forward several hundred
yards. Other local fighting took place
in the 2d Divisiun zone of :ictiun but no
further changes in the front line occurred.

On October 6 the division advanced its
lines about 700 yards all along its front,
the heaviest fighting taking pltice just
this side of St. lltienne. During that
night, a brigade of the American 36th
Division took over all of the 2d Division
front line except that. held by two
of its battalions. NIJ attacks were made
on the 7tb lJy American units.

Early (m (Mmber 8 an at.tark, acc(~m-
panied by tal)ks and a heuvy urtillery bar-
rage, was launched on the entire division
front. It was opposed by severe ar-
tillery and machine-gun fire, and the
fighting waged fiercely in St. Etienne and
just b(?yond the St. ]’kienne-orfcllil roil(]

during most of the day. Two strong

German counterattacks were repulsed and

by thut nig])t St. l~;tiwtne Ilad been ciip-

tured })y a marine battalion still in t!le
line, and the division front line }Ia(i been
advanced an average distance of 600
yards. On the right the French came up
alongside the American division.

It was during this fighting new- St.
13tienne that there occurred the deeds,
indicative of the fine spirit and bravery
of the 36th Division, f(lr which corporal
Samuel M. Sampler and Private First
Class IIarold L. Turner were tiwarcfed
Congressional Medals of liunor.

Corporwl Sampler’s cornpuny having
suffered severe casualties frum enemy ma-
chine-gun fire was finally stopped. Cor-
poral Sampler discovered the location of
the hostile machine guns on an elevation,
and armed with German hand grenades
which he had picked up, he rushed for-
wtird in the face of heavy enemy tire until
he was near the guns, where he threw his
grenades into the hostile pusition. IIis
third grenade landed among the enf?myj
killing two of them, silencing the midline
guns, and causing the surrender of 28
German soldiers, wbum he sent tn the
rear as prisoners. As a result of his
courageous act the company was enabled
to resume the advance immediately.

After Private Turner’s platoon had
slarted the attack, be rrssisted in orgrmiz-
ing a plaiwon consisting of the battalion
scouts, runners and a dt?t,iichnlellt of

Signal Corps troops. As second in com-
mand of this platoon he fearlessly led
them forward thruugh heavy enemy fire,
continual) y encourtiging the men. Later
deadly machine-gun fire was encountered
which reduced the strength of his com-
mand to four men, and forced these to
take shelter. The enemy machine-gun
emplacement, 25 yards distant, kept up a
{,imtinuvl fire fr(ml four machine guns.
After the iire l)a(l shifted momentarily,
Private Turner rushed forward with fixed
bayonet and charged the position alone,
capturing the strong point, 50 German
soldiers and the four machine guns in it.
IIis remarkable display uf courage and fear-

lessness was largely instrumental in ena-
bling his company to continue its advance.



I II /1 il)k

36th Division with
French Fourth Army
October 10-28, 1918

- Line of Relief — Front Line

—xx—Division Boundary

== National Highway = Other Roads

@An excellent view of Attigny and
the valley of the Aisne River may be
obtained from this point.

@This point, on the edge of Voncq,
affords a good general view of the
zone of action of the 36th Division
when it captured Forest Farm.

@Location 36th Division Head-
quarters, October 1228.

? 1 2 ___ 3 M,les.,
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On October 9 some fighting occurred in

front of here }Illt no appreciable gains
were made. ‘1’!]e l%nch wc?re nuw up
with the 2d Dilision on both flanks.

The 36th Div;sion tool< command of the

zone of actiol) of the 2d Division on

October 10. ‘lhe artillery and engineers

of the 2Li remained with the 36th Division

until that division wus relieved.

The impm-tallce of the achievements of
the 2(I Divisi{]!l here can not IJe t]verem-
phasizeci and too much cr(~dit ctin not, be

given it. Illant, Mont Ridge was the key
to any advan,w in this rc,gion and its
capture cause{l the Germans to start a
withdrawal which enabled the entire
Fourth Army to move forward.

On tile morltillg of October 1(), based on
inforrnaticm tll;~t the enemy was retreat-
ing, the 36th Division was ordered to
]ieep in close , (Intact with the German
forces and plit sue tli(,m vigorously. It
att:icked that afternoon and reached the
road between St. ICtienne and Stay Farm,
seen to the right front, in tlje right part
of its zone (-if action. The French were
then held up near Stay Farm. The lines
near St. F,ticnne were unchanged.

During the evening of October 10 in-
formation was iigain received that the
Germans were withdrawing so the 36th
Division ord(red its units to start the
pursuit at 9:1!() :1, m. on the following day.
Consideraljle machine-gun resistance was
overconle (luring (Ictoher ‘11 but hy eve-
ning tile {livisi(~n was h~,y{~nd Machault,
seen a~)oul 5 miles direr(!y ahead.

Tll<?pursuit was continued on the 12th

when Dricourt and Vaux-Champagne
were c:~ljtllr{,d, tllf, divisi{]n a(lvan(ing
LLhoLlt 7 mil(s. [)11 tile n(,xt day tilt.

Aisne Riv(,r, ah,,ut 14 miles to tile ri~ht
frt,nt fr{)m ll(,rc, was reachwl. The high

ground seen on tile horizon in that direc-
tion is just beyond the river.

After fur(llt’r fighting near the Aisne
River tlIe 36LI) Division wos relievt’d from
the line on octoiwr 28. lts fine accom-
plisl)mc~l IS in this region are even more
credit al}!cwlI(w it is l’ollsidcre(l (Ilat the

division h:t(i lwun in Fran(w l]ot two
months, ha(l never :(,rv(,d tit the front

even in a quiet sector, was separated
from its engineer regiment and field artil-
lery brigade, and was critically short of
transportation of all kinds.

Before leaving the upper terrace go to
the side opposite the stairway leading to
this terrace and note the village of S6-
chault to the right front, 9 miles away.
That town and Bellevue Signal Ridge,
the wooded nose of land seen to the right

of it below the horizon, were the scenes

of hard fighting hy the infantry regiments
of the 93d Division whose zones of action
are to be visited later during this tour.

EN ROUTE AMERICAN MONUMENT NORTH

OF SOMMEPY TO SOUTIIEAST OF ARI)EUI1,

Continue along road toward the north-

east, without retracing route.

This road marked the front line of the
2d Division Infantry Brigade at noon on
October 3. On the slopes to the left of
it were many German dugouts and shelters
built by German troops during the eiirly

years of the World War when the battle
line was about 5 miles to the right.

At the next road junction was located
M6d6ah Farm. The right of the 2d I)ivi-
sion line remained near it from October
3 to 6, in contact with the French.

(34.5 m 55.5 km) At the road junction
near M6d6a}I Farm, turn right.

(35.5 m 57.2 km) At the next cresl, the

road crosses the eastern end of Ill an c Nfont

Ridge along which tile infantry il(l VilLLIX>(l,

(36.4 m 58.6 km) A short distance be-
yond the first pronounced right I)cnd in

the road, the tour leaves the zone of action
of the 2(i Division Infantry Briga{ie.

(:1X.1 Ill (il .:1 km) Ilpon rtmfhing ti}c

next viiiage, Sommcpy, torn shiirp icft

towar(i tile Villil~C? of Manre.

(39.9 m 64.2 l(m) About 1IA miies
fwlher on, to the right is seen a small
monument commemorating two French
regiments. A Germun concrete maci]ine-
gun emplacement is iocated close to it.

(41.9 m 67.5 i<m) Ikyorrci the next

wood, to (he rigilt front on the iliilsi(ic

il~ross the valicy are seen (1 9;17) many
lrarws of German artiilery empiacemrnls.



GermanInfantry Advancing With

(42.1 m 67.8 km) At the next cross-
roads, turn to the right.

(43.7 m 70.4 km) Continue through
the next village, Manre, toward S6chault.

There is a fine obwrvation point on the
high ridge south of Ard.euil where mod of
the ground jought over by the regiments of
tb 99d Dieriswn can be seen. For those
who are especially interested in that fighting
or who wish to enjog an extensive panorama,
turn right at near edge of Ardeuil and jollow
road toward Gratreuil until top of ridge is
reached. Length oj detour—-+% miles.
Time required—i10 minutes.

(45.8 m 73.7 km) At far side of next
village, Ardeuil, turn to the right toward
the village of S6chault.

(46.3 m 74.5 km) Beyond thk turn,
about 1/2 miie farther on along the road,
at the fist crest, STOP.

Face down the road, which direction is
approximately southeast.

This point is near the middle of the
area of operations in the Champagne
region of the 369th, 371st and 372d In-
fantry Regiments of the 93d Division.

The village seen to the left front is
S6chault and the high ridge seen ahead
to the right of the road is Bellevue
Signal Ridge. The direction of advance
of the units fighting near here was from
the observer’s right front to left rear.

If the tourist is not familiar with the
account, given earlier in this chapter, of
the operations in, this region of the regi-
ments of the American 93d Division it
should be read at this time.

The near edge of the Argonne Forest is
seen on the sky line beyond S6chault.

When the American First Army made
its attack on the other side of the Argonne
Forest on September 26, the French

a Machine Gun, July 1918. @ G

Fourth Army advanced in this direction
from its front line which was then about 4
miles away to the right front.

With this French Army were three
infantry regiments of the American 93d
Division. These regiments had been
incorporated into two French divisions,
the 369th being part of the French 161st
Division and the 371st and 372d being
part of the l%ench 157th Division.

On September 26, when the French
161st Division jumped off, the 369th
Infantry was in support. During the day
it entered a gap in the front line and
captured the town of Ripont, about
3 miles from here, over the ridge to the
right front. It continued to advance in
this direction until September 28 when,
after hard fighting, it established itself
on the far side of Bellevue Signal Ridge.

On the 28th the French 157th Division
entered the battle line to the right of here
and both the 371st and 372d Infantry
Regiments were engaged with it in the
fighting. .4ttacking in this direction they
advanced about 600 yards to this side of
the ridge seen to the right. On that night
the 3’71st was close to the crest of that
ridge and the 372d on the near slopes of
it. Two companies of the 3’72d lost di-
rection and became separated from their
battalion. Parts of these spent the night
just this side of S6chault. Bussy Farm,
seen to the right front, was occupied by
the 372d Infantry after dark.

The French 161st Division, of which
the American 369th Infantry was a part,
on the morning of September 29 com-
pleted the capture of Bellevue Signal
Ridge and the hill, Mont Cuvelet, seen
to the left of it. About 2:45 p. m. the
369th Infantry launched an attack
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from those heights against S6chault and S6chault. During the night it was re-
took the town, digging in just beyond lieved and moved to Bellevue Signal
it. During this advance the members Ridge where it remained until October
of the 372d Infantry who had spent 7, when the division to which it was
the night just this side of town were attached was taken out of the front line.
rescued from their
exposed position.

On September 29
the French 157th Di-
vision formed at the
foot of the slopea seen
to the right front for
an attack at 10:00
a. m. Part of the
372d Infantry ad-
vanced toward S6-
chault, which was
outside the zone of
action assigned ita di-
vision. At 1:00 p. m.
patrols of the regiment
entered the town but
were driven out by
hostile machine-gun
fire. Later in the
day, after the town
had been captured by
the 369th Infantq,
troops of the 372d
mopped up part of it.
During the evening
the 3’12d was with-
drawn from the line
and reorganized near
Buasy Farm.

The 371st Infantry
attacked from near
Buaay Farm at 10:00
a. m. on September
29, p~ed over the
ground in rear of here,
captured Ardeuil, seen
to the rear, and that
evening established
its front line about 1
mile to the left rear
of this point.

On the 30th the
369th attacked in the
morning and by after-
noon had advanced
about ,% mile from

369th, 371st and 372d Infantry Regiments
(93d Division) with French Fourth Army

September 26-October 7, 1918

~ American Front Line ~ French Front Line

~ Ground gained by 369th Infantry –XXX— Corps Boundary

a Ground gained by 371st Infantry —XX— Division Boundary

= Ground gained by 372d Infantry
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remarkable courage and tenacity at
critical times, he was the only officer of
his battalion who advanced beyond the
town, and by clearing out machine-gun
and sniping posts he contributed largely
to the success of his battalion in holding
its objective. His example of bravery
and fortitude and his eagerness to con-
tinue with his mission despite severe
wounds set before the enlisted men of
his command an admirable standard of
morale and self-sacrifice.

On September 30 the 371st advanced
. over a mile in the direction to the left

rear from here and captured Tribes Farm.
On October 1 it was relieved by the 372d
and reorganized near this point. The
372d advanced about 74 mile on October
2 and, after repulsing a German attack

k.:;.;,. . .’ on the 5th, was relieved,~.,,.’ ~..
,,. ,,>~z,...

,,

., ,-..
-.:, .

$. ...
,.. .

ObserversDropping From Observation
Balloon After Attack by GermanAviator

,,
,:.

It was during the fight- “,- ,.
ing near S6chau1t on ‘~
September 29 and 30 that &,, ., ~,&~.
First Lieutenant George S.
Robb of the 369th Infan-
try performed the deeds for which he
was awarded the Congressional Medal
of Honor. During the attack he was
severely wounded by machine-gun fire
while at the head of his p~atoon. Refus-
ing to go to the dressing station for
treatment until ordered to do so, he
returned within 45 minutes and remained
on duty throughout the day and night,
inspecting the lines and establishing
outposts. Early the next morning he
was again wounded and later that day
was struck by fragments of a bursting
shell that killed three officers of his com-
pany. He at once assumed command
and took a leading part in preparing the
new position for defense. Displaying

(3641)

from the line on October 7.
On the slopes of the

nose of the heights to the
right of here is a small

The Balloon Coming Down in F]
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Monument to 37k.t Infantry Near Ardeuil

monument, see picture above? to the 371st

Infantry. It is inaccessible by automobile.

EN ROUTE SOUTHEAST OF ARDEUIL TO

NORTHEAST OF BINARVILLE

About 2Yi miles north of S6chault along
the main road is located a small monumeni
to the 872d Infantrg. To visit, turn left
toward Monthois at ned main crossroad-s.
Length of detour—5 miles. Amount of
time required—25 minutes.

(47.2 m 76.0 km) At near edge of the
next village, S6chault, turn right.

(48.3 m 77.8 km) Beyond next bend in
road, after passing first crossroad, to the
right can be seen the edge of the heights
along which the 369th Infantry fought on
September 27 and 28. The Argonne
Forest can be seen covering the hills on
the sky line to the left front.

(50.3 m 81.0 km) Just after entering
the next village. Cernay-en-Dormois,
turn to the left.

(50.9 m 81.9 km) Beyond the town, at
the first pronounced crest, about 100
yards to the left of the road are located
(1937) the remains of a number of Ger-
man concrete battery positions. Al-
though close to the road but little cf them

can be seen from it. A visit to these
gun positions will prove most interesting.

(54.8 m 88.2 km) Contiksue through
next village, Cond6-les-Autry.

Beyond town, at first road junction, just
before turning there is a fine view to the
left rear of the ground recently passed
over on the tour. Bellevue Signal Ridge
can be easily identified.

(55.4 m 89.2 km) At road junction,
turn to the right.

(57.2 m 92.1 km) -Atnext main road
junction, marked by a monument to the
French 9th Cuirassier Regiment, turn
sharply to the left.

(57.9 m 93.2 km) Some distance far-
ther on, while descending steep hill, to the
right along the bank can be seen (1937)
several entrances to former German
shelters and dugouts.

(58.2 m 93.7 km) At foot of hill, the
pond crossed is that of Charlevaux Mill.
During the war that part of it to the right
of the road did not exist. .

(58.3 m 93.8 km) Beyond the bridge,
to the right across the valley is soon seen
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the small ra~ine by means of which the
troops of the “Lost Battalion” advanced
to this vicinity on October 2.

(58.6 m 94.3 km) Just beyond the first
LEFT bend in the road, at the small
stone marked “Lost Battalion”, located
near the right edge of the road, STOP.

Face to the right, which direction is
approximately south.

This point is in the Argonne Forest.
One of the most heroic defenses of the
war was made on the steep bank just
below where the tourist is now standing.

Road MarkerIndicatingSireof “Lost Barmlion”

If the reader is not familiar with it,
he should read the account of the “Lost
Battalion”, given on page 337 of this
chapter. The sketch on the next page
should be consulted from time to time.

On October 1 the 77th Division was
stopped by a strongly organized German
defensive line about % mile in front of
here and the French troops were held up
to the right of here, about % mile north-
west of the road junction at which the
monument to the French 9th Cuirasaier
Regiment was recently pointed out.

On the morning of October 2 the 77th
Division launched an attack all along its

front in an attempt, which proved un-
successful, to capture the ridge back of
here. About noon one of its brigades
ordered a second attack with this road as
its objective. In that attack the units
were directed to push forward without
regard to the progress of adjoining units,
as it had been erroneously reported that
the French had made a deep advance
north of Binarville and it was believed
that the German resistance in front of
here was weakening. During the course
of this brigade attack, six companies of
the 308th Infantry and parts of two com-
panies of the 306th Machine Gun Bat-
talion made a deep advance through an
unoccupied portion of the hostile line, the
German troops having moved over to
repel French attacks on their right. Thk
small American force, meeting little oppo-
sition, came into this valley through the
ravine, to the right of here, recently
pointed out, and about” 6:00 p. m. took
up a position, which extended from this
vicinity about 350 yards to the left, on
the slope below the road. ThM position
was immediately organized for all around
defense and attempts were made to secure
liaison with adjoining troops.

During early evening a battalion of the
307th Infantry attempted to join the force
here, but in the darkness the companies
lost contact and only one, the leading
company, succeeded in advancing through
the hostile wire. It took up a position
about 300 yards from here, to the right
front on the near slope of the hill across
the valley, where it remained during the
night of October 2 in close communica-
tion with the troops on this side.

During the night the enemy troops
closed the gap in their line and cut off the
American force in this vicinity.

On October 3 all efforts of the 77th
Division to relieve its so-called “Lost
Battalion” failed. Early that morning
the company across the valley moved to
this side and took up a position on the
left of the force here. Shortly thereafter
one company was sent to clear-a way back
up the ravine which had been followed in
reaching this spot. It ran into heavY
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hostile fire and returned, reporting the it able to return. That marked the last
gap closed. Shortly thereafter another attempt of the troops here to fight their
company crossed the valley”to the left of way back to the lines of their division.
here in an attempt to secure contact with The position organized by the “Lost

The “Lost Battalion’; October 2-7, 1918

= Location of “Lost Battalion”
~ American Front Line — French Front Line ~ German Front Line

‘-- Gap in Line —XXXX— Army Boundary (Left boundary 77th Division)
German Encircling Troops

4? Flame Throwers + Trench Mortars
~ Machine Guns ~ Rifle Unit C& Shock Section

the remainder of its division. This unit Battalion” on the steep slope below here

_ attacked on both flanks with such was in the form of an elongated oval more
energy that only with great difficult y wss than 350 yarda in length, with an average
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width of about 75 yards. The machine
gun companies were placed on the flanks.
The position had one great advantage in
that thk slope was so steep that German
artillery, located in rear of the observer
was unable to fire on the men who occu-
pied it. The force dug in and prepared
as best it could to withstand a siege.

During October 3 and 4 homing pigeons
were used to send six messages back
to &lVision headquarters, giving by map
coordinates the exact location of the
force and describing its critical situation.

In the meantime, the enemy had com-
plete] y surrounded the “Lost Battalion”.
The Germans on the hills to the left and
front greeted every movement with
rifle fire while heavy machine guns em-
placed on the hill to the right front
delivered plunging bursts that swept the
full length of the American position.
Trench mortars, located to the right be-
yond the mill, and to the rear of the
observer, added their fire to the deluge
of projectiles which was being poured on
the position of this beleaguered force.

The food available was equal to but
one day’s supply for four companies and
that was consumed by noon of October 3.
There was no medical officer, and medical
supplies were scarce. As the starving

THE CHAMPAGNE REGION

Hillside Where the “Lost Battalion” Was Sur-
rounded for Five Days Near Charlevaux Mill

“.-. -— —

throwers and beating off’ the attack.
This small force of Americans isolated

behind the German front line, which
refused to surrender and which so per-
sistently avoided capture, was a source of
considerable comment among the Ger-
mans and in their official communications
it was referred to as the “Amerikanernest.”

troops were prevented from getting ade-
quate supplies of water by the intense
machine-gun fire sweeping the valley,
their condition soon became serious.

Airplanes were dispatched with mes-
sages and food, but such as were dropped
fell each time out of reach. During one
of these attempts, Second Lieutenant
Harold Ernest Goettler, Air Service, and
his observer, Second Lieutenant Erwin
R. Bleckley, Field Artillery, were brought
down by hostile machine-gun fire from
the ground. They were posthumously
awarded Congressional Medals of Honor.

For the next four days the 77th Divi-
sion tried unsuccessfully to break through
to its isolated force, which in the mean-
time was performing prodigies of valor
in withstanding the German attacks
which were launched against it daily.

On the afternoon of October 7 the
Germans sent a captured American
soldier to the commander of the “Lost
Battalion”, with a message advising hlm
to surrender, and stating that a white
flag displayed in the American position
would be considered as a sign of his
intention to do so. This message was
answered only by gathering in the whk.e
panels which had been used for signaling
American airplanes and which lay on the
ground at the foot of this slope.

At the time the message was sent, the
Germans were on the point of launchhg a
powerful attack, supported by five flame
throwers and additional trench mor-
tars. Failing to receive a reply to their
message, the Germans placed a terrific
trench-mortar bombardment upon the
Americans and sprayed them with liquid
fire. However, thb brave force, sum-
moning all its strength, rose up from its
shelters and counterattacked the Ger-
mans, killing the operators of the flame



As a result of the successful flank attack
by the American I Corps near the edge of
the Argonne Forest to the left of here, the
Germans were forced on October ‘i to
withdraw their front line in this vicinity.
About 7:00 P. m. troops of the 77th Divi-
sion, after a sharp fight in overcoming
machine-gun resistance, reached this vane y
and rescued the “Lost Battalion”, which in
six days had its effective strength reduced
from more than 600 to 194 men, all of whom
were in a severely weakened condition.

Illustrative of the heroism of this defense
are the gallant exploits for which Major
Charles W. Whittlesey, the commander
of the detachment during the fighting,
Captain George G. McMurtry and Cap-
tain Nelson M. Holderman were awarded
Congressional Medals of Honor.

Major Whittlesey dkplayed marked
ability and indomitable spirit in his con-
duct of the defense, frequently visiting
under fire all parts of the position and
encouraging the men by his cool demeanor
and calm assurance. On the fifth day he
received from the Germans a written de
mand to surrender which he treated with
contempt, although at that time his com-
mand was out of rations, had suffered a
loss of more than 50 per cent and was
entirely surrounded by the enemy.

Captain McMurtry commanded a bat-
talion of this force. Although wounded
in the knee by shrapnel on October 4 and
suffering great pain, he continued through-
out the entire period to encourage his of-
ficers and men with an irresistible opti-
mism that contributed large] y toward pre-
venting panic and disorder among the
troops. On October 4, during a heavy
barrage, he personally directed and super-
vised the moving of the wounded to a

protected place before himself seeking

shelter. On October 6 he was again

wounded in the shoulder by a German

grenade, but continued personally to or-

ganize and direct the defense against the

German attack until it was defeated.

After assistance had arrived he refused

relief and personally led his men out cf the

Position on October 8 before permitting
himself to be evacuated to the hospital.

Captain Holder-
man commanded
one of the com-
panies. He was
wounded on October
4, on October 5 and
again on October 7,
but throughout the
entire period, al-
though suffering
great pain and sub-
jected to fire of every
description, he con-
tinued personally to
lead and encourage
the officers and men
under his command
with unflinching
courage and with dis-
tinguished success.
On October 6, in a
wounded condition,
he rushed through
enemy machine-gun
and shell Iire and
earned two wound-
ed men to a place
of greater safetv.

Tie individual &e pits used by the men

of the “Lost Battalion” can be seen (1937)

by climbing about 30 feet down the steep

slope leading from the road.

The tour from here retraces itself to
the road fork at the French 9th Cuirassier
monument. At that point the zone of
action of the 368th Infantry of the 92d
Division is entered. Before leaving thk
stop the tourist should consult the map
which appears on the next page and, if ‘
not already familiar with it, read the
account of the operations of the 368th
Infantry given on page 339 of this chapter.

Eli ROUTE NORTHEAST OF BINARVILLE TO

NORTH OF VIENNE-LE-CHaTEAU

As the road here is (1937) too narrow
to permit turning, proceed to road junction
about 1/2 mile ahead, turn around there
and retrace route to the monument to the
French 9th Cuirassiers recently passed.

(60.8 m 97.9 km) Upon reaching the
monument, continue straight ahead.

(36S)
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(60.9 m 98.0 km) Between
monument and next bend in
road, immediately to right of
road was located on Septem-
ber 30 the front line held by
one company of the 368th
Infantry and part of the 9th
Cuiraasiers after they had
captured Binarville, which is
seen to the right front.

(61.4 m 98.8 km) In Binar.
vine, at church, turn left.

After the capture of this
town about 4:00 p.m. on
September 30, two companies
of the 368th Infantry were
heavily shelled in it and
withdrew to former German
trenches about 300 yards
away. An outpost, however,
was left northeast of town.

Between here and the next
town, Vienne-le-Ch5teau, the
route goes opposite to the
dwection of advance of the
368th Infantry. The zone
of action of that unit was
located almost entirely to the
left of this road.

(62.4 m 100.4 km) Beyond
town, at the third crest, was
situated the line from which
the French 9th Cuirassiers
jumped off on the afternoon
of September 30 to attack
Binarville. A battalion of the
368th Infantry, which dur-
ing the morning had reached
a position in the woods to
the left, joined in this attack,
although without orders, and
captured the town.

Two days before, on Sep-
tember 28, elements of the
368th Infantry had reached
this hill during the after-
noon but as the hostile fire
was increasing in intensity
they withdrew to the far side
of the valley ahead.

(62.7 m 100.9 km) At bot-
tom of next deep va]]ey. on



the right side of the road, are located
a number of German shelters which are
(1937) being preserved.

For the next % mile, this road and the
area to the left of it were the scene of con-
siderable movement back and forth by
the units of the 368th Infantry. Part
of the area was taken on September 26
but given up. On the 27th in spite of
considerable confusion it remained defi-
nitely in the hands of the regiment.

I’63.4 m 102.8 km) Beyond next crest,
at far side of wide shallow valley, about
halfway up the hill, STOP.

Face back down the road, which direc-
tion is just west of north.

During most of the World War this
point was near the French front line.
The ground imrtiediately in front was in
no man’s land and the German trenches
were close to the bottom of this slope.

On September 26 the 368th Infantry
jumped” off from the trenches. near this
point on a 1)4 mile front, mainly to the
right of here, with the mission of feeling
out the enemy, maintaining contact with
the units on its flanks and aggressively
following up any retirement of the Ger-
mans. The attack was made at 525
a. m., with poor artillery support. It
finally developed into separate mov~
ments by three dtierent groups. The
one nearest here had worked its way by
dusk into the German trenches in the
valley ahead. The other two groups had
penetrated the German lines for a con-
siderable distance but later in the day
retired to a position about % mile behind
the line from which they had started.

On the 27th, the units here attacked
and advanced over the next ridge. On
that day the whole regimental line moved
forwmd about 1 mile.

Those who desire to return to Reirna or
spend further time on the battlefields in
the Champagne region should turn right
at next road junction toward Servon, and
follow route to Souain shown by a double
black broken line on the map opposite
Page 368. The region in the vicinity of
HUrIUSis most intereating as no recon-

Gas Mask Drill

the nature of the soil is such that the war-
time trenches, dugouts and various other
field fortifications are relatively well pre-
served at this time (1937).

All roads through the French artillery
training camp, which is shown enclosed
in dotted lines on the map opposite page
368, are blocked at certain times when the
artillery of the French Army is firing.

(64.3 m 103.5 km) A short distance be-
yond next road junction are seen a French
World War monument and cemetery.

(65.1 m 104.8 km) In next village,
Vienne-le-ChiMeau, turn left at church.

(66.1 m 106.4 km) While approaching
the next village, La Haraz6e, to the leit
front across the valley can be seen a
French World War military cemetery.

The left boundary of the American
77th Division on September 26 included
the village of La Haram$e.

(66.5 m 107.1 km) In the village, La Ha-
mz6e, at the road fork near the church,
bear to the right toward Le Four de Paris.

92d Division Soldiers SrringingWire South
of Binarville

s.truction work has been done there and
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(67.0 m 107.8 km) Beyond town, to the
left of road, along the steep bank can be
seen the remains of many French wartime
shelters in excellent condition (1937).
The battle line for several years was only
about % mile away to the left but the
steep bank here gave these shelters full
protection from hostile artillery fire.

(67.9 m 109.3 km) The nest road junc-
tion is the one called Le Four de Paris
where thk tour comes to an end.

The quickest automobile route to Paria
is straight ahead via Le Ciuon, Ste. Mene-
hould, Ch6kms-sur-Marne and Monimirail.

THE CHAMPAGNE REGSON

The tourist going to the area of the

ikmerican Meuse-Argonne offensive should

turn left here and cross the Argonne

Forest. The front line from which the

77th Division jumped off on September 26

is crossed about 300 yards from thk road

junction. The two most interesting fea-
tures on side roads off the main road
through the foreat are the Ossuaire de la
Haute Chevauch4e (see the reference to
Hill 285 on page 322) and Champ Mahaut
(see page 316). Both of these are pointed
out by signs along the road. Just beyond
the forest is located the town of Varennes.

ADDITIONAL PLACES OF INTEREST IN THE

CHAMPAGNE REGION

I N addition to the places described in the
itinerary, there are several other places

in the Champagne region where there now
exist features of special interest or which
are of sufficient historical importance to
warrant special mention in this text. For
reference purposes and for the benefit of
the tourist who travels in the area, these
places have been recorded below.

Camp of Attila. Near the village of
La Cheppe, 8 miles northeast of Ch~lons-
sur-Marne, is located a large, oval-shaped
embankment, about 40 feet h~gh, enclos-
ing about 60 acres. This is an ancient
entrenchment said to have been the site of
a Roman camp or Galli,c town. Some ac-
counts state that it was constructed by
Attila and used by him as a camp after
the battle of ChtNons in 451 A. D.

Chfilons-sur-Marne. Known to the
Remans as Catalaunum, this city is men-
tioned in history as early as the 3d Cen-
tury. Between here and Troyes, Attila
the Hun was defeated by the Remans and
their allies in 451 A. D. Since then the
city has been the scene of many battles.
It was unsuccessfully attacked by the
English in 1430 and again in 1434. The
town was occupied by the Prussians in
1814 and by the Russians during the fol-
lowing year. The Germans occupied it in
1870 and again in August and September,
1914. It was one of the principal objec-

tives of the German Armies during the
offensive of July 15, 1918, but was not
taken. In the city is an interesting
cathedral dating from the 13th Century
and contilning fine stained-giass windows.

Rethel. This anaent town of Roman
origin was within the German lines from
1914 until the last days of the war. It
contains an ancient church, part of which
dates from the 13th Century, and several
buildlngs dating from the 17th Century.

Ste. Menehould. This city, pictur-
esquely located at the junction of the
Auve and Aisne Rivers, controls one of
the passes through the Argonne Forest
and has figured in many campaigns in
this region. Louis XVI and Marie
Antoinette, while fleeing from the French
revolutionists in 1791, were recognised
here by the postmaster, Drouet, who
then rode through the Argonne Forest by
an unfrequented road and caused the
arrest of the royal fugitives when they
stopped at the village of Varennes.

Valmy. This village, about 5 miles
west of Ste. Menehould, was the scene of
one of the decisive battles of the world
when in 1792 the French Revolutionary
Army under General Kellermann de-
feated the Prussians under the Duke of
Brunswick. On the battlefield south of
the village of Valmy is a statue of Keller-
mann, Duke of Valmy, who died in 1820.
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IN THE CHAMPAGNE REGION

Oct. 2-10 . . . . . .

Oct. 10-2%. . . .

July 15-1s----

July 19--------

Sept. 25.-.. -..

Sept. 2E-Ott. :

-4pr. 8-July 3.

Juiy 15-18-----
July lS-Atrg. 1
Sept. 11-16 . . . .
Sept. 25 Oct.

Sept. 2S-Ott.

Sept. 2S-Ott.

Bactle -------

Battle -------

Battle ..-. -..

SecLor----- -.

Sector.. . ..-.

Battle . . . ..-.

Training in
Line and
Sector.

Battle . . . . . . .
Sector _... _
Sector . . . . . . .
Battle ..-.. -.

Battle. -----,

Battle- _-: -.

L3eatiemof Sercice
General vicinity of—

Xorth of Sommep y,
Blanc Mont and St.
EtiemeWmrtes.

Machatdt, west of At-
tigny and Forest
Fsrrn.

Souein and St. Hilaira-
le-(Mrtnd.

Souain and St. Hilaire
le-Granrf.

X-ortheast of Vienne-le-
ChAtean.

Binerville and to th
south.

Ville-sur-Tourbe. . . . .

Mawlges -------- ---.--
M13elgea------ . . . . . . . .
Msssiges --------------
S&chault ------------

-4rdeuil ---------------

South of Monthois. . . .

.-trrw to whirh I Corps to echkh
Mtnehed 1 Attached I

I
Fourth . . . . . . . . . . XXI . . . -----------

Fourth . . . . . . . . . . XXI untii Oct. 18.
then XI.

Fourth ---------- XXI-------------

Fourth... -.-....’ XXI-------------

I
Fourth . . ..-.--..’ XXXVIII. .-.. -.

Fourth . . . . . . . . ..j XXXVIII -------
I

Fonrth ---------- VIII. -- . . . . ..-.. -

Fourth ---------- VIII -------------
Fourth ---------- VIII -------------
Fourth ---------- XXXVIII -------
Fourth . ..--- . . . . IX---------------

Fourth ---------- IX---------------

Fourth -------- Ix_------_-----

Casual.
ties:

4,821
(1,502)

1,Olm
(50)

1,5s0

11

4

%6

41

45
.82

10
is5

522

579

1 All armies and corps era French.
z Casualties are for period in line only. Figures in parenthezas gka casuaitie.s for unite temporarily attached.

.4dd figure in parentheses to the one ebo~e in order to obtain the tote] casualties during the entire operation.

42d Division Machine Gun Battalion Headquarters
North of St. Hilaire-le-Grand

( 369)
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91s1 Division Engineers Repairing Tracks Blown Up by the Germans Near Waereghern,

Belgium, November 1, 191s

Bapaume, March 17,’19]7. ~B

(370)



Chapter w

THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELDS

NORTH OF PARIS

T
HIS chapter gives brief accounts of

all American fighting which oc-

curred on the battle front north of

p2ris and complete information concem-

irIg che American military cemeteries and

monuments in that general region. The

military operations which are treated are

those of the American Ist, 2’ith, 30th,

33d, 37th, 80th and 91st Divisions and

the 6th and 1 lth Engineer Regiments.

Because of the great distances apart of

areaa and to all of the American ceme-

teries and monuments. This route is

recommended for those who desire to

make an extended automobile tour in the

region. Starting from Paris, it can be
completely covered in four days, allowing
plenty of time to stop on the way.

The accounts of the different operations
and the descriptions of the American
cemeteries and monuments are given in
the order they are reached when following

Southern Encrmrce to the St. Quencm Cmal Tunnel, Near Bellicourr, Occober 1, 1918

lhe areas where this fighting occurred no the suggested rcute. For this reason they
itinerary is given. Every operaticn is do not appear in chronological crder.
des.-ribed, however, by a brief account Many American units other than those
i]lu~trated by a sketch. The account and mentioned in this chapter, such as avia-
sketch together give sufficient information tion, tank, medical, engineer and infantry,
to enable the tourist to plan a trip through served behind this part of the front. Their
any particular American ccmbat area. services have net been recorded, however,

The general map on the next page m the space limitations of this chapter
indicates a route which takes the tourist required that it be limited to those Amer-
either into c r close to all cf these combat ican organizations which actually engaged
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in physical combat with the enemy during the important memorials which have been

which territory was either lust or gained. constructed tu commemorate them. Those
Numerous battles in which American tourists W11Oare interested in these or in

troops took no part were fought north of the historical events which took place in
Paris. No attempt has been made to the region prior to 1917 should provide
describe these battles or to indicate on the themselves with the necessary additional
maps in this chapter inure than ii few of guidebooks before starting on their tour.



27Tlf AND 30T11 DIV1S1ONS

SEPTEMIJHR

T IIU 2’ith and 30th Divisions trtiinecl
and servtxl in line with the British

Army in tile summer uf 1918, and took
IJart in an operation Ilf2iir l’prws w}iich
ended early in September. After that

engagement they were sent southward,

entering the I)attle lines rlorth of St. @ren-
tin with the ~ritish 1+’ourthArmy.

The terrain i!~ this region is open and
rolling, with pronounced ridges and val-
leys and many sunken ruads. There are
practically n{) fc’nces or hedges and but
f[,w trves iill(l isulat(,(l }IOUS(,S. It, is (:X-

cellent terrain for (Icf(,lwive figl)ling.

On this section of th(? front the Ger-

mans made use of the St. @rentin Canal
as the primary feature of their formidable
Hindenburg Line. Between Bellicourt
and a point alwut 1~ r)lile north of Bony,
where the channel passed through a
tunnel, they took advantage of this spa-
cious ur]derground I)assage, which was
deep enough below ground to be safe
from the heaviest ht)mhardr,lent, to in-
stall barr:icks, storehouses and uther
accrrrnmodations fur their troops. Large
chambers dug in the tunnel walls were
equipped as I<itc}lells, offices, dressing
stations and stal)les, while barges, strund -
ed in tl~e dry channel, were used as

lN TII13 SOhf&ll; OFFENSIVE

23–30, 1918

living quurters. The tunnel, nearly 4
miles long, was artificially ventilated,
heated and electrically lighted; and there,
close to the front line, the German troops
lived safely and in comparative comfurt.

Frum the tunnel below, underground
passages led to the defenses above, which
consisted of twu separate trench systems.
The principal one, the lIindenl)urg Line,
was loratxxl in a zone ~il)(~ut1,()()() yards
wide immediately west of the tunnel.
The othei, located about a mile away,
serve.d as the outpost” zone for the Hinden-
burg Ijine. These trenvll systems were
connected with each other hy numerous
communicating trenches and both were
protected by many bands of wire entangle-
ments. All in all the defenses here in the

autumn uf 1918 were amung the most
formidable cm the Western Frmrt.

About the middle of Septernher the
British began tu attack the outpost zone
i% order to establish a good line uf depar-
ture for a genera] attack on September
29 against the 11indenl)urg I.ine. This
genera] attack and the hIeuse-Argm~ne
of~erwive of the Americarl First Army
were two uf the four great Allied iittaclis

which were either starte(l or continued
with incr(usul force lute ill Seliern}wr.
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The 30th and 27(1) Divisions went in(o
the line in adjoining zones of action ~n
September 24 and 25, rxqwctively, as part
of the American 11 Corps, :llthough under
the tactical cxn,trol of the Australian
Corps. They w(,re supported I)y British
artillery, as thiw? two rfi~, isions did not
have their own ,Irtillery brigades with
thwn. The lin(, L:Llien (],(r by the 3Wh

Division was west (If Ilrliirourt and that
hy the ‘27th Division was west of 130ny.

The front wus very ad ive at the time
rind the 30th ~iVki(JIL mirl]e under heavy

2’7 during a preliminary attack which tlw
27th Division had )jeen ordered to make.

In the zone of action taken over by the
27th Division the British in several at-
tempts had been unal)le to do much more

than (lent the German outpost position.

The principal strong points of that posi-

tion were Quennem(jnt. Far-m, Guillemunt

Fur-m and The Knol!, which wcr(: rlear th(~

(rest of t}]e reverse S1OIX?{)f a ] idge and
shout j f mile from the American front ]int..

The 27th Division wus ordered to take
these strorig points on Septernher 2’7.

artillery fire while entering the line. It
repulsed a rtiid on Septernher ’25 and on
the afternoon of the 26t}l counterattacked
and drove back u CIermrrnraiding party.

In the 30th ljivisi(]n zone of action a
large par% of tht? German outpost position
had lxwn captured hy the British. Most
of the remainder was seiz(,d on the evening
of Se])temlwr 26 w)letl the 30th Divisiol]
advanced :ibout 300 yards and occupied
Quarry Wmxl and a trench running to tile
north from it. T}le left frank of the divi-

sion was l)eavily engaged on Sel)tem})(!r

AL 5:30 a. m. the regiment design ute(l to

make the attack jumped off in a c:lrefully

planned assault, supported by tanks and

a heavy barrage. The attricking troops,

following close behind the b:irr-age, reached

the gener>il line of the objective and gained

foothol(is around Quennemont Farm,
Guillemot Form tind The Knoll. Severe

resist; m(:ewhich develop(d :It these ])l;irws,

together with machine-gun fire from tile

rear- and fl;inks, and strong counkriittiiclis

from the valleys leilding to tlie llinrfen-

l)urg I.ine, made it imjx]ssihle L(, consoli-

CIRCLED NUMERALS ON MAP INDICATELOCATION OF THE FOLLOWING

@ Monument erected by U.S. Government @ Town Hall donated by Americans
@) Somme American Cemetery @ Ruins of old chateau
@ St. Quentin Canal tunnel @ Good panorama of 27th DIV.battlefield
@ Monument to 30th DIV. @ Excellent view of 30th DIV. battlefield





date the ground gained. Paris of tl~e
attacking line were forced back and others
withdrew, although small parties whose
numbers were uI)known remained isolated
in shell holes on tle ground advanced
over. The close of tll,: day showed practi-
~illly II()gains {!.1(’(!~)t{Jllctlcl) flil[ll{, where
the front line W;LSadvancx?d a few hundred
yards. The rusua]ties in this regiment
were unusually heavy} all company off]-
cers except two }mil, g killer-l or wounded.

It was tit Th,, Kn(,ll during this fighting
that First Lieutenalit William D. Turner,
27th Division, performed the heroic deeds
for which he was awarded the Congres-
sional Medal of Ii,mor. Under terrific
artillery and machine-gun fire he led a
small group of men in the attack after
they became :,epari]ted in tl)(? dilrkll(,sS

from their compwiy. Singlehalidec]. he

rushed an enemy n~:ichine gun thtit sud-
denly opened fire 0]1 his group, and killed
the crew with his pistol. He then pressed
forward to anoth(,r machine-gun nest,
25 yards away, al,d killed one gunner
before IIis dctuchtiwnt arrived and pot
the gun out of action. With the utmost
bravery and disre~ar(l for three wounds
he had received, Ilc continued to lead
his men over three lines of hostile
trenches, killing several of the enemy in

hand-to-han([ comljat. After his pistol

ammunition had l)een exhausted, this

gallant ofiicer seized the riiie of a dead

soldier, bayoneted several members of a
hostile machine gun crew, rind shot the
other. lJpon reaching the fourth-line
trench, which was bis objective, Lieuten-
ant Turner, with the nine men remaining in
his group, captured it and resisted a hostile
counterattack until he was finally kilk?d.

Sergeant Reidar Waaler, 27th Division,
also received tbe Congressional Medal of
Honor for his fighting on September 27.
In tbe face of heavy artillery and maclline-
gun fire netir R(mssoy, he crawled for-
ward to a hurnirrg 13ritish tanli, in w}lic}l
some of the crew were imprisoned, and
succeeded in rescuing two men. Al-
though tl)(+ tiIllk W~LS then burning
fiercely and contained ammunition liliely

to explode, he returned to the tank and

made a search for other occupants, re-
maining until satisfied that there were no
more living men in the vehicle.

On the night of September 27 the bri-
gade designated to make the general
assault took over all of the front line of
the 27th Division. Its orders prohibited
any orgar]imd attack on Sq)t{!nll)(!r 28
and the attempts of the brigade on that

day to push the front Iiiie farther forward
hy means of p:itrwls were unsuccessful.

The failure of the preliminary opera-
tion had a grave eflect upon the subse-
quent general attack because the British,
whose artillery was supporting the 27th
Division, made the error of starting the
artillery barrage in front of the line which
had l)een set as the objective of the pre-
liminary operation instead of in front of
the actual jump-off line. Consequently,
whc’Ii the att.a~liWtlSmade, IIritish artillery
fire in the intervening zone, which wiis



about 1,100 yards in depth, was entirely

l:icliing, thus placing upon the assault

troops of the 27th Division the impossible

task of ciiI)turing a strong position witb -

oot the aid of close-in artillery support.1

The reason given for this decision, which

proved so extremely costly in American

Iivos, WilS tht? prohahle presence of
wOLJ1)(I(,(I alId isolated grou])s (Jf Am(,ri(,ilt)s

stratldc~d irl the intervening zone.
Mwmwhile, in preparation for the main

~lttil(.li, the ]Iritish heavy artillery hurf

})(,(,n hanim(,rilig away for tw(} (Iikys al
the? strl]]lg points and other dcfcnsc?s of
the? Ilinde)lllurg line in this vicinity.

This was the situation at 5:30 a. m. on
September 29 when the 27th and 30th
Divisionsj on a ljattlefi~?ld enveloped by
;~utuml~ mists iil](l lt)w-hiln~i]~g C1OUIIS,
jum]x (1 oH’ for tl)e mnin ofrensive.

Behind a heavy rolling barrage the
30t,h I-)ivision, accompanied by tanks,

—
1,L’liis~,(t:i<~i]l[,>t!-uI(?sth{. w.riow situations which

N(II,I,l II:IV,. I( SIIIIA (rem ;IIIY l)(rmiLn(ml amiilg:t-
nl:tli,)lt (If .!!t)t.riwill (r{N)IIs with (III: Alli(.fl Armi(s,

moved forward with great rapidity across
the main German trench system. In
spite of the fog the leading waves pushed
on beyond the Hindenhurg Line and the
tunnel to ne:lr Nauroy, leaving in their
“wake many unseen and uncaptured strong
points. The southern mouth of the tun-
nel was quickly blocked and 13ellicourt
was captured, but the enemy, who were
able to reach their positions above ground
by means of underground passages of
which the Americans were unaware,
{Irsper:itely rcmannvd miwl~irlf’-tr,llrlnests
previously t)verrun by t]w l]~tll I)ivision.
From these and the strong points passed
by in the fog the Germans op-ened fire on
r&e American reserve units, wire delails,
runners and other gr(~ups which were
following up the assaulting waves. ‘Nlis
caused rOU(,]Lconfusion and many isolated
{!Ombak COILtin Ued Lhr(JUghoUt the IIN)rn-

ing over a large part of the zone of action.
The dash of the American troops, how-
ever, finally prevailed and in the end all
the (;ermui) soldiers who had I)ceti ft)und
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in rear of the Americun front lines aflur
the initial cwsau]t wert: killed or captured.

Illustrative of this fighting are the
exploits of Sergeant Josepli B. Adkison
and Sergeant Milo T,emert of the 30th
Division for which (hey were awarded
Congressional Medals of Honor.

When murderous Inachine-gun fire at
a range of 50 yar~l made it impossible
for his platoon” to a, ante, and caused his
men to ttike COY(, Sergeant Adkison
alone, will) the ,,reutest intrepidity,
rushed aclIJss 50 ; rds of open ground
directly in l}lefuc( t’ the hosti]e machine
gun, kidid the I ,n from the parapet
into the wlerny trt h, and at the point
of his bayonet call ured the three men
manning the gun. The gallantry and
quick decisiun of this soldier enabled his
platoon to resume its ~dvance.

%-geant Ijemert, seeing t}]e left of
his company held UI,, located the enemy
machine gun whi{l, had been causing
numerous casualties. In spite of heavy
fire he rushf?d it sil, ~;lehandedj killing the
entire crew with ~rwrades. Continuing

along the enemy trench in advance of IIis
company, he charged another machine
gun, silencing it with grenades. A third
machine gun opened fire upon him from
the left and with similar skill and bravery
he destroyed this also. Later, in com-
pany with another sergeant, he attacked
a fourth machine-gun nest, being killed
as he reached the parapet of the emplace-
ment. The courageous action of Sergeant
I,emert in destroying in turn four enemy

machine-gun nests prevented muny cas-
ualties in his company and materially
aided it in achieving its ol)jective.

The 27th Division, with tanks in the
lead, left its trenches on schedule time and
started across the wide expanse of level
ground in the German outpost zone. The
British artillery fire supporting the Amer-
ican attack came down heyrrrrdthe power-
ful German positions at The Knoll, Guille-
nmrrt Furrn and Quennemont Farm, and
their garrisons, unhampered by any Allied
artillery bombardment, at once opened a
wit}lering machine-gun fire that swept the
entire front of the 27th Division. The

Afrcr the B:lrrle New N;i([roy

GCIIIIXII pris,,l]crs are in the furegcound, 30th Di\,lsinn troops are on road in rear



tanks were soon put out of action, throwing
an additional burden on the infantry,
which gallantly struggled forward in shat-
tered waves. As the reserves moved for-
ward they encountered the fire of machine-
gun nests that the troops preceding t}lem
had passed by in the fog. Most of the
divisional zone between the jump-off line
and the tunnel thus became one vast
maelstrom of violence. Around Guille-
mot Farm and The Knoll, the 107tJ1
Infantry Regiment of the 2’i’th Division
Ijad 337 men killed and 658 wt,unded on
September 29. No other American regi-
ment suffered such a heavy loss in a
single day during (he war. In sj,it~~of all
this, however, the troops attacked boldly
and incessantly. By noon, Quenncmont
Farm, part of the elaborate trench system
south of Bony, the ground now occupied
I,y the American cemetery and The Knoll
were in the hands of the 27th Division.

As previously planned, Australian
troops passed through the American
divisions in the early afternoon and con-
tinued the drive, many Americans joining
the Australii]ns in their attacks. By
nightfall these troops had occupied all of
Naur-oy and from there a line that ran

generally northwestward to a point about
,{ ,ni]e southwest of Vendhuile.

This fighting uf the 27th Division was
characterized by rrriiny individual feats of
bravery among which were the exploits
of Privates First Class Frank Gaffney and
Itlichae] Valent e, both of whom were
given the Congressional Medal of IIonor.

Privalc Gafl’ll(Iy, iln automatic ritlcman,
I)UShjl)g forWW’d +110[)!3With hk gUIl Ilfter

all the other members of his squad had
been killed, discovered several Germans
placing a machine gun in position. He
killed the crew, captured the gun, lmmbed
several dugouts and, after killing four

27rh L>ivision Tank Desrl-eyed by a Gmnlan Mine East of Rcrnssoy
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more of the elit,iily wit]] his pistul, lIrfld
the position UII( il reinforcements came

up, when 80 pri:,, ners W( re captured.

Private lTalerl I (:, finditlg tile advance of

his organizalicll hfl(l Ii[I ))y withering

enemy machifl~. g!l]] fir,,, volurl Leered to

go furward. M ,I}1 utt (r disregurcl cf his
own persulla] ,I;~nger, :1{,(.c)lll{):lr,ic,{l l)y

another soldier, I+ivat(. Va]ente rwshrxi
furward thrtrul h intense machine-gun
fire directly upn the erlemy nest, killing
two :ind captu] .tlg five (,f the ellerny and
silencing thtit KIin. I>is(wvering another

i

tinued their assaults and succerlled In
breaking the Hindenhurg Line, thus
opening the way for sidclitiunal advances.

Following this battle the 27th and 30th
Divisions rec~eived many eommendatiuns
for their }wroic conduct. (Xmeral Persh-
ing and Marshal Haig, as well as the
Cumrnander of the Australian Corps, were
warm in their praise of the splendid

fighting qualities of the divisions and of
the results they had achieved.

This battlefield may bevisitedbytak-
ing a train to the city of St. (~uentin or

I
,

Wrcclccd British Airplane Near Ikmy,0ccober3, 1918

machine-gun nest close by, which was
pouring a dv;trfly fire on the American
forces, preventing their advance, he and
his companion charged this strong point,
killing the gunner and putting the
machine gun out of action. Without
hesitation they jumped into the enemy’s
trench, killed two and captured 16
(lerm::n s(jl{liers. rri Viltt? }Talent(: was

later wuundt, d and sent to the rear. His
rmmpanion, l’rivate Joseph Milstine, was

aw:~rdcd the l?istin Lruis}]t, d Service Cross.

Tl:e Ame! i{ W) rfivisirms wcrw relieved

early on Sep[ember- 30 but scme elements

of the 27th 1)ivisi(:n remained in line and
continued to attack with the Australians
during Septcm]x,r 30 and octoher 1.

Althcugh tlm casualties in this operti-
~ion had been exceptionally heavy the
American soldiers had persistently con-

Cambrai and hiring an automobile there.

Locations oj Headquarters

The locations of the principal head-
quarters of the American corps and divi-
sions serving in this region were as follows:

1[ Cwps:
sqlt. 2(;-0CL. 6
()(.1. 5 1?
()’.(. 12 W

27th 1)ivisi(m;
S1.1)1.2.12X
S(,pl.2t\()(1. 2
(kt. 1:1 21.

Wth 1)ivisim:
S(?I)L.22 28.
Sq)t. 28 (M. 1
(M. (ir (l.

ON, ILl 22

) l.ocalwl one mile northewt 0[ ‘~ir]c<burt-l%c,ucly.
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ABEAUTIFUI, :ind impressive me-
morial tu con)rnen)orate” all American

units which served with the British
Armies in France duritlg the W(~rld War
hiIs been constmr~.(cd 1)y the IJnit(?d Stiltes
Government north of Bel]icourt.

This monument. is c{jovenient]y located
along the main IIighway running north
from %. QuenLin. IL stands in the center
of a small parli wwa the lan[lscapirrg of
which frames in an adnlirahle manner the
graceful lines of the memorial.

The main tferorative frxrtur{? of Lhe

monument is an imposing s{,ulptured
group consisting of an American eagle
resting on a pe(lestul of stars and stripes
flanlied by two allegoric] figurts repre-
senting l’irtory and Reluernbriinct!.

Below the srulpturcd group is the
dedicatory inscription, c:irved with raised
letters on a gilded hackgrourrd, and
around tile monument on a frieze are in-
scribed the names of places which were
prominent in tile American fighting com-
memorated l)y the memorial.

On th(? r(mr fil~~ of the nlonum(wt is a

map illustrating the Ameri(’an op(’ratioJ)s

in the vicinily, and from the terrace
new it a fine vi~’w of the lmttlefield
fought ov(,r l)y the 27th and 30t}I Divi-
sions c:~n I)(: ol)tuillwl. A riiis[vl cirt.ul:,r
orientation tul)le on the terriit,e in(li(atcs
the directions and distances to the impor-
tant places in the vicinity.

lncludcxl amung the decorative features
are the insigni~ and names of the 11
Corps, 27th, 30th, 33(1 and 80th Divisions,
anti (itll ilfl(l 1 1t}l IJllgin(’c’rs, al] of whose
combat olwrati{)lls wil.11tllu llritisll ft)r(vs
are commwnfjratwl here.

The niln]unl(’llt is c~)l~struct(ti (Iin,rtly
over tlw S(. Qut:lltin Canal tunrl(’1 whith
was })uilt l)y NaImleon Iwtw(?t,n 1S02 and
1810. The ri(lgu uImtl wlli(h the nlonu-
ment stands wus formed frum the ex-
cavated earth hoisted up from below.
The small, round, tower-like stru([urm
which are seen at, regular intervnls tilong

the ridge are tile ends of ventilating shafts

that supply air to the tunne] l)elow.

In excavating for the foundation of

this monument several fi]le(l-in passages

were found extending into the hanli
from the road si(le, in on(; case connecting
wi(h 111{: carial tunn~,l IN’I(JW) and in

others l(:ilding to underground rooms” at

(liff’erent levels. These were the remains

of some of the wartime field Worlis which

}I{)lley(.ollll)(:(l the ernhankment of tht:

(anal t Ilnn(,l t I)roughout” its ent ire length.

The, battle ()])erati()ns of the 27th :lnd

30( h Divisions in this region are (Icscrilwd

on pages 373 381. The following” will

IIelp to m~lke that d(vwripiion (learer an(l

to tie it in with the terrain visilJle from

tlm terrace of the monument.. (~onsult

11)(, rn:l~) wt)i( .1) a])])(,ars 1)11 I)age :1’7.1. )

(;0 to the center of (he oricntiltiorr tahlc
and face away from the monument.

Ttlnst of the pliices nlenlion(wl in the

following dcscriptiorr can be identified hy

Ike direction arrows on fhe table.

Upon arriving at this front the 27th
Division 011 Septr?mber 2?5 took over a

portion of the front line whose center was

located allout. ‘i mile to the left of ~uille-

mont l’arm, the grou]) of I)uil(lill!gs ])lainly

seen to the right front. The 30th I)ivisi(m

took” over a sertor on Sf:pteml)m ’24 al)out
l; mi]e t},is side (,f \Ti]leret, wh, )se ~l~urr.lr

st(wpl~, is plainly visil)le to the left front.

The h(~undary line I)etween tl]e z(,nes of

action of the two divisions roughly paral-

leled the directional arrow pointing

toward 1Iargi[wurt and piissed uhout 300
yards to the right of this point.

All Ameriran attircks in this vicinity

were from tlie g{meral direction toward

wl)i(, h tll(’ (~l)s(>rv(,r IS now fw’lr~g.

Tl)c st r(Jng Germ:in defensive pusition
I(n{)wn as tile Tlindt,nl)urg 1.in(? was on

lIIC sIo])(,s immwliatvly in front, of this

canul tunnel. It rornprised a defensive

zone at)out 1,000 yards wide, consisting
of thrwe lines of tren~,hes hcmvily ])~otected
I)y thirk masses of barbed-wire entangle
lnentS and defended ]Jy nIrlnerOUSIlllidli ‘e
guns and other weapons. The t own of
Bony, seen to the right, illl(l the town of
Bellicourt, seen to the left along the
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tunfwl, were inclu(]ed in it. Bony, wl)ich

had htwn thoroughly” preparw(l for all-

firouud defense, was about in the center
of the zone of action of the 27th Division,
und Ileilicourt, which was protected l~y an
elaborate trench system, was close tu the
center of the zone of action that was
ilssigned to the 30th Division.

The ground upon which is now located
tile Somme American Cemetery, whose
tlagpole can be seen in the distance to the
right front just to the right of Guillemot
Farm, was located between the Hinden-
I)urg Line and its outpost zone.

l%e outpost zone of the Hindenhurg
Line included strong points at The Knoll,
the low bare hill which can be faintly s(?en
to the right front on a clear day; Guille-
mon t Farm; CJuennemont Farm, invisih]e
from here hut just this side of the first
wood whose tops are seen to the right of
front; and ran just this side of Villeret.

Nauroy, to the left rear, was one of the
objectives of the 30th Division in the
trriiin attack against the Hindenburg Line.
Gouy, to the right rear, was one of the
objectives of the 27th Division.

The American front line at the end of
September 29, the day of the main attack,
did not include the site of this monument,
the (krmuns having held this ground
throughout all the severe fighting of that

day. It did, however, include Nauroy and

in this direction ran to just this side of

Cahtiret t$’m)(l Farm, which can IW SCM
uround the si{ie of the monument I)y
slepping to tllc left edge of the orientu-
t.ioo tai))e iil](l looking to tile rt+iw. There
it changed (Iirection fin[l pilsstd shout 200
yards to th{? left (south) of here. About
500 yards in front of this monument, just
over the first ridge, it changed direction
again and ran toward Bony; about half-
way there it again changed (iirection and
followed an irregular path passing to the
observer’s left of the town of Vendhuile
which is close to the high smoke stack seen
in the distance through the trees beyond
the left edge of Bony.

Some of tile high points of the fighting
near here are the following: About };
mile to the right front over the first ridge,
about 200 men of the 27th Division eiuly

on %ptemher 29 captured a section of
the lIindenhurg Line after fierce lland-to-
hand fighting. They consolidated their
position in the German trenches after
capturing many prisoners and four field
guns. Attempts to enter Bony down the
trenches of the Hintlenhurg Line were ur]-
successful. Several German counterat-
tacks launched from Bony ag~inst this
group of American soldiers were repulsed.

Other units of the 27th Division reached
the ground upon which th(? American
cemetery now stands. These units held



their p{)sition (iuriljg the day in spite of
plunging fire froi,l near Bony and the

intense etl’(Irls Ot’ [ he C,ermans to dislodge
them. Man y A mericarr casualties were
suffered ut the sile of the rwrnt?tery.

Aided by thr fog a number of 27th
Division soldiers on the morning of Sep-

temlJt!r i!!) ]1[’]letr:itrxi the German lines as
far as the village of Guuy, seen to the
right rear. Th{ise men were reported
in that town by an Alli[?d airplane but in
the e]id w{.re ci[her killed or captured.

Near the exit of the canal tunnel beyond
Bony, a British heuvy tank rnann(?rl by
Americans was ,iisal,led by a direct hit of
a German shell, which killed or wounded
all of the crew. Sergeant John C. Lathirrn
and Corporals Alwr L. Eggers and Thomas
E. () ’Shea, 27t11I )ivision, who had l)ecome

separated from their platoun by a smoke
barrage and had taken cover in a shell
hole within tht? enemy lines, heard a call

for help from tile tank, whereul)orr they
left their shelter and started toward the
tank under he:ivy tirx?from Cermtin ma-
chine guns :md tr(?ncll mortars. In cross-
ing tilt? (irt>-sw(,[)t,ill’t’il CorIx Jral (~’Sll{,;l
was mort, tiny wounded and died s{)fjn
afterwards, but Sergetint Latham and
Corporal Eggers, undeterred, continued
on to the tank, rescued a wounded oflicer
and assisted two wounded sold iers to a
near-by trench, one of the wounded
members of the tank crew, Sergeant Frank
J. Williams, after having assisted his
woundcrf oillrwr, returned to tile tiink

under heavy fire and continued to operate

a 6-I)oun(i(,r ugair)st llle(. nomy unlil drivc]l

IJut, l)y :[rmor-i)ic~rt.iflg slI<,lls, Strge:mt

Latham and Corporal I’;ggers returned
to the taf~k in the face of violent fire,
dismounted a machine gun and took it
back to where the wounded men were.
l$7ilh this weapon, and assisted hy Ser-
geant Wil!iams, they succeeded in keeping
off the enemy al] day and later under
cover of durkness brougl)t the” machine
gun and wounded men }Jack to the
American lines. Sergeant Latham and
Corporals Eggers and O’Shea were
awarded Congressional Medals of IIonor.
Sergeant }Villiams was award’ed the
Distinguis}led Service Cross.

The casualties of the 27th and 30th
Divisions on this battlefield totaled more

than 7,500 (Jtilcers and men.
Upon being relieved from the front line

in this vi{inity, the 27th and 30th Divi-
sions rested in re:ir areus until October
6, when the 30th Division as part of
the American II Corps again entered the
I)att]e. Its nt?w zone of a(tion W:W I,ear
Montbreljitin, the direction to which is
indicated on the orientation table al-
though illvisihle from this point.

Tllr ac({)unt, given on lmges :189 3!)3, of
t,ht?op(lriitk)IIS of tll(! ~~til illld llotl~ l)ivi-
sions in this region after’ (~ctober 1, should
be read at this time if the area of that
fighting is not to be visited later.

(Jpon leaving (his nlonz~mtwt the lo71rist
.s//0//ld visit I}(c Som mc .4 mcritwn Ce7tic-
tcry which is 2.2 ))(ilcs (11(WUby road. T~,
go th:~ti, rd. ait from 7110111/ nwnt turn Iejt

on lhe vl(liu r’oad unrf toke the ,first ro<ld
to the h’j[. .1]1(r !I(l.ssirl{j 1 II I(, /1{//! 1//(: 10(1)1

of [h !/, .s/()/) (J )1 1/((! 10(!(1 ‘(i~h(>)l//1(: rcmdcr?)
COW(.s ill fu/t vi~10~(nd re{ld INIYC.S33’? $88.





THE SOAlhlE ANIERICAN CIiM1.iTliRY NEAR llONY

IN October 191t? a temporary American

cemetery was established on the bare,

shell-torn fields shout jj mile southwest
of the ruins of tile smtill village of Bony.
In that cemetery were buried the men
of the 27th and :~oth Divisions who lost
their lives in the fighting near by for the
possession of the IIindenlJurg Line.

The iempura]y cemetery with its
wooden crosses painted white and ar-
rangerf in regular rows made a deep
impression upof I the survivors of the
American divisi~,ns who had fought in
the region and they asked that a per-
manent cemetery be established there.
No more fittin~ spot could have been
found than that gentle slope where they
and their fallen comrades had per-
formed such dewls of valor and, in answer
to their request, it became the site of a
permanent military cemetery.

Among the 1,833 Americans who now
sleep there, are soldiers not only from the
27th and 30th i )ivisions but those of the
1st Division w]lo gave their lives at
Cirntigny, and of the 33d and 80th
Divisions and f;[h and 1lth Engineers
who fell while :vrving with the British.

By means of ilrchitectural features and
of trees, f]oweis and shrubs especi~il]y
appropriate to ( Ile region, this eemet my
has been develol [d into a resting place cf
outstanding be;i,,Ly, A splendid view of
this American shrine can bu olLrined
while approaching it from IIony.

The cemetery consists of a grave area
(Jnrl(lswl Ily a low st{me wal], and an ad-
jilillilig :11’{il W]l(r(i (}IIL Sll})(.ril)t (hll(l(>lli’S

quart(rsj illrluilillg iL r(’(’(’l)(ioll I“()(jll) I’or
the convenience (f visitors, arc locat(d.
inquiries for tlie I(xution of a particular
grave or for (Itller information should lx:
milde at the rw.e]jtion room.

A flaKIJ(IhJ I’r’om wlli(,h the Americiin
Ikig Ili{,s (Iuriiig dayligl]t hours is 1{,(.at[xl
at tile center of tile grave area. The rear
Wii]l is high and joins two hangars used
ft,r servire !jurlxwes. This wall is cover-d
with ivy ati(l will ullim:it(’ly }w FI]a(lcxiin
rear hy ta]l c(dars of Lebanon. ‘~lm

shorter i~xis of tk,e cemetery is I)ordereri
by beds of red roses. The longer axis,
flanked hy small square-cut box hedges,
leads to the chapel at its eirstern end.

The chapel, of striking design, stands
like a castle guarding the gr:ives of these
men who died for their Country. Among
its exterior decorations are smrll)tured

[I LLCIIOr()( CIi.(lwl i,] ,KIIILI i,.ili (’,IIICIVI}

Nc~r Ikmy

articles of )]iilitary (,{llli])ment., ir](.lutlin::

;i large flcld gun, shells, ~ifles and ii tank.
TIw intcri(,r- of the chlipel is entered

thr(lug}l a I!ronz{” d(Njr, IJfwutitul in its

simp]ivity, and directly across from it,

atJ(JVe the altar, is a cross-shaped window
with panes of crystal glass. l’he effect (:f
tile sunlight through this window is deeply

impressive. T]w smirl~ side windows are
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purl)lein tone and il)(lu(lei ntt)eir(lesigns

tlw insignia o~lhe variousd ivisions, corps

and nigher units which formed part of the
.Alnerit:iln Expeditionary Forces.

on the interior walls are carved the
names of tl]ose men who lost their lives
in tlw American operations in France

north of Paris and who now sleep in un-
lilloWIl graves. AIJOVU,on each side of
the altar, are American flags, while oppo-
site them, near the door, are flags of the
infantry and fiv]d artillery, the combat

startling reality. This was due to a

singular coinci(ience hy which the carvers,

fashioning the figure from a l)lock of

white stone, came upon a coal-black spot

which turned out to he exactly the right

position” and of exactly the right size to

form a lifelike h~ll for the eye. This
spot has now fadwl to a great extent.

A walk through the peaceful atmos-
phere of this cemetery will bring to the
American visitor a feeling of its fitness as
a resting place for America’s heroic dead.

branches of the army which sustaintxi the
g-r(wtcsl ]Iulnl){,r of casualties (luring the
wilr. All An){wicilil ll}lg hangs above the
entrance door. The bronze work of the
chapel is unusually effective and all
features uf the interior cornhine to give
an atmosphere of impressive dignity.

On the outside of the chapel, facing the
road, are carved two American eagles.
When the carving wus done t)ne of these,
the one nearer Bony, had an eye of

This cemetery can be easily reached by
ttiking a train t{) St. Qlmntin or Caml~rai,
the ncwrest large towns, atid by hiri]ig aII
autornohile at either of those places,

The American monument to con~memo-
rate all American units which served with
the British Armies in France is 1 mile
away to the southeast. (See page 383.)

The accounts of the fighting of the 27th
and 30th Divisions near here are given
on pages 373–381 and ptiges 389-393.



27TH AIND 30T11 1>1VISIONS IN T}l E SOhlME OFFENSIVE

OCTOl}Elt 1–22, 1~18

T111;orm wltdre 1/1 is operu[iou occurred on OctolxM 7 the 30th Divisiun made
is no! pidu icsquc (tud pracl,ically no a preliminary attack tostraighten its line.

eui~emxx of the ~iy}ll infj rcmuin. The r’ouds This wus partially successful hut resulted
are (1.937) ~er{c~~(11~r{{~~”row,windino and in severe losses. On the 8th the division,
dificult 10follow i{ml m(tt[~ure sunken which partkipding in a general otTensive of the
7nakesit dificu U/0oicu, ///eklrrdscope. British k’(nrrth Army, attacked vigorously

After inking ;, pr(~],)illent part in hre&- and captured the towns of Ilrancxmrt-le-
irrg the Ilindellburg I,ine north of St. Grand and l’r6mont. It gained till ohjec-

27th and 30th Division swith American 11 Corps
in Somme Offensive, October 6-21, 1918

~ Jumpoff Line — Front Line —XXX—COrpS BOUr\&~ —XX— Division Boundary

@ Ruins of old tower where Joan of Arc was imprisoned after her capture at Compi&gne in 1430

@ 30th DW Hdqrs,Oct. 10-22 @II Corps Hdqrs.,Oct. 12-25 @ Monument to l18th Inf., 30th Div.

@ Monument to 117th Inf., 30th DIV. @ 271h DIV. Hdqrs.,Oct. 13-21

drawn from tlle frt]nf, line on Septemlwr dtiy well ti]lmd of Lhe divisions on il+
30 while the Briti~h continued the pres- flanks. ‘1’he assaults were energetically
sure against the retretiting Germans. By continued until the 1lth, by which time
October 5 the British had advanced shout the division ha{i advanced shout 10 miles,
3;!4 miles, and the next morning the II reuching the Selle River (known also as
Corps entered the line, taking command the Sourcelle River) in the vicinity of St.
of a zone of action near Montl)rehuirl with Souplet. During this fighting the progress
the 30th IJivision in li)le tind the 27tl) in of the division was delayed cunsiderahly
reserve. (Consult the sketch on this page) hy tlanking fire heciruse the British troops

(389)



CongestedTraffic at Montbrehain in Rear of the American Lines,
October 14, 1918

on its right flank were unable to move for-
ward as rapidly as the 30th Division.

The 27th Division relieved the 30th on
October 12 and held the II Corps front
while a new general attack was being
prepared. During this period constant
house-to-house sniping and patrol fighting
took place near the eastern edge of St.
Souplet. On the night of October 15-16
the 30th Division again entered the line,
taking over the right portion of the zone
of action of the 27th Division.

At 5:20 a. m. on October 17 the II Corps
attacked eastward across the Selle River
in conjunction with an attack by the
remainder of the British Fourth Army
and the French First Army. In a heavy
mist the troops waded the small stream,

climbed the steep opposite bank and

assailed the enemy’s trenches on the
heights beyond. Although its divisions
w-ere seriously depleted in strength ss a
result of their previous severe fighting,
important advances were made.

The 30th Division captured Molain and
St. Martin-Rivi@re in hard fighting on the
17th, making an advance of about 2 miles.
The next day it took Ribeauville and on
the 19th captured the village of Mazing-
hien. The division was relieved from the

front line during the night of October 19.
The 27th Division had severe fighting

along the railway which crossed its zone
of action beyond the Selle River, at Ban-
dival Farm and in the hamlet near Arbre
Guernon, all of which were taken on the
17th. The next day Jonc de Mer Farm
was captured after a stiff fight and on
“the 19th the division advanced about 1
mile farther, where it was relieved by a
British division on October 21.

When the 27th and 30th Divisions
were relieved from the battle line “they
were approaching the Sambre River,
about 19 miles northeast of where they
had originally entered the line in Sep-
tember. In their operations after Octo-
ber 5 the 27th Division suffered more than
2,100 casualties and the 30th about 4,000.

During this fighting the Germans were
retiring on this front because of the deep
advance being made by the American
First Army in the Meuse-Argonne region.
Much of the combat, especially that of the
3 Oth Division, was in overcoming the re-
sistance of machine gun units left behind
in commanding positions. Illustrative of
this type of fighting are the brave exploits
for which Sergeant Thomas Lee Hall, Ser-
geant Richmond H. Hilton and Corporal

(3$0)
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James D. Heriot, all noncommissioned
officers with the 30th Division, were
awarded Congressional Medals of Honor.

On October 8, northwest of Brancourt-
)e-Grand, Sergeant Hall commanded a
platoon which, after having by his skillful
leadership overcome two machine-gun
nests, wss stopped by additional machine-
gun fire of great intensity. Ordering his
men to take cover in a sunken road, he
advanced alone on the enemy machine-
gun post, killed five members of the crew
with his bayonet and thereby made pos-
sible a further advance. While attacking
another machine-gun nest later in the day
he was mortally wounded.

Sergeant Hilton’s company on October
8, while advancing through the village of
Brancourt-le-Grand, was held up by
intense enfilade fire from a machine gun.
Discovering that this tire came from a

machine-gun nest among shell holes at
tbe edge of town, Sergeant Hilton, ac-
companied by a few other soldiers but
well in advance of them, pressed on tw
ward this position, firing with his rifle
until his ammunition was exhausted and
then with his pistol, killing six of the
enemy and capturing ten. During the
course of this daring exploit he received a
wound from a bursting shell which resulted
in the loss of an arm.

Corporal Heriot on October 11 at
Vaux-Andign y with four other soldiere
organized a combat group and attacked a
German machine-gun nest which had been
inflicting heavy casualties on his com-
pany. In advancing toward it, two of
his men were killed, and because of the
heavy fire from all sides the remaining
two sought shelter. Unmindful of the
hazard attached to his mission, Corporal
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Heriot, with fixed bayonet, alone charged the preceding narrative, the following

the machine gun, making his way through members of the 27th and 30th Divisions

the fire for a dktance of 30 yards and were awarded Medals of Honor for their

forcing the enemy to surrender. During heroic actions during the advance to the

this action he received several wounds in Selle River and just east of it.
the arm, and later in the same day while Private Edward R. Talley, 30th Divi-
charging another machine-gun nest this sion, seeing several comrades killed in
gallant soldier was mortally wounded. attempting to silence a hostile machine-

In the operations after October 7, the gun nest on October 7 near Ponchaux, at.
30th Division took about 2,400 prisoners, tacked the position singlehanded. Armed
and the 27th Division 1,500. Among only with a rifle, he rushed the nest in
their captures were many field guns, ma- the face of intense enemy fire, killed or
chine guns, trench mortars, ammunition wounded at least six of the crew and put

27th Division Troops Crossing the Selle River on a Temporary Bridge

at S[. Souplec, October 19, 1918

dumps, much railroad rolling stock and
military property of all kinds. This ba~
tle was the last operation of the war in
which either the 27th Division or tbe 30th
Division took an active part.

For the locations of headquarters of
American corps and divisions while serv-
ing in this region turn to page 381.

This battlefield can be visited by going
to Cambrai or St. Quentin by rail and
from either of those places by automobile.

+
In addition to the men whose Medal

of Honor citations have been included in

the gun out of action. When the enemy
attempted to bring forward another gun
he drove them back with effective rifle fire.

First Lieutenant James C. Dozier, 30th
Division, was painfully wounded near
Montbrehain on October 8, but continued
to lead hia men, displaying the highest
type of bravery and skill. When his com-
mand was held up by heavy machin+gun
fire, he disposed his men in the best cover
available and, aided by one soldier, con-
tinued forward to attack a machine-gun
neat. Creeping up in the face of intense
fire, he killed the entire crew with hand
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AmericansReceiving Coffee From Inhabitant of Becquigny
Soon After Capruring [he Town

grenades and a pistol and later captured a
number of Germans in a near-by dugout.
,” When his company was held up on
October 8 near Montbrehain by violent
imachine-gun fire from a sunken road,
Sergeant Gary Evans Foster, 30th Divi-
sion, went forward with an officer to
attack the hostile machhm-gun nests.
,~e officer was wounded, but Sergeant
~oater continued on alone in the face of
heavy fire and by the effective use of hand
‘~natles and his pistol killed several of
+he enemy and captured 18.
‘~ When, during an advance on October
“8, the company of the 30th DiWlon to
which Corporal James E. Karnes and
Private Calvin John Ward belonged, was
held up near Vaux-le-Pr&re by a machine
gun nest which was enfilading their line,
these two soldiers advanced against it.
‘I’hey succeeded in silencing the nest by
killing three of the crew and capturing
the guns and seven of the enemy.

When Private Robert L. Blackwell’s
platoon of the 30th Division was almost

surrounded by the enemy near St. Sou-
plet on October 11, and his platoon com-
mander called for volunteera to carry a
message requesting reinforcements, he
volunteered for t.hia mission, well know-
ing the extreme danger to which he would
be exposed. while attempting to get
through the heavy shell and machine-gun
fire this gallant soldier was killed.

Corporal John C. Villepigue, 30th Di-
vision, having been sent out with two
other soldiers on October 11 to scout
through Vaux-Andlgny, met with heavy
enemy machine-gun fire which killed one
of hls men and wounded the other. Con-
tinuing his advance 500 yards in advance
of his platoon he attacked and killed with
a hand grenade four of the enemy in a
dugout. Crawling forward to a point
150 yards in advance of his first encounter,
he rushed a machine-gun nest, kWing f our
and capturing six of the enemy and tak-
ing two light macK~ne guns’. After being
joined by his platoon in this advanced posi-
tion he was severely wounded in the arm.

SalvageDump of the 30th Division at Mombrehain, October 14, 1918



I I’I’ll llNt; lNl; liRS AT “1’illi 11.4TTLE OF CANIDRA1

NO\~lihllll;R 2[)–l>IK1ikf IILR 3, 1917

lixplosicm of a Gerlmm Time DOIIIIJ in Ca[ubriri

at cilc Tink of [is CJpr Llrc, f&r(Jbcr 8, 1918

;i!~(l on Novemlwr 30 tlm enemy ISIUUCIMX.I
il countero[ictlsive which ljy its weight
;ili{i su(ldun new surprisml ttlu IIritish.

At this time tile 11t.]} Engineers WSIS
al work IJuil(ling SI railrotl(l ynrd new’

Gouzcoucourt, ul)out 2 miles l)ehin(l t]w

Iutlle line. Tlw German ;wsoult units
llliill L!rspid ]Jrogress ;Llidsuon reached the

Operations of llth Engineers
;eptember and November, 1917

Sepl5, 191/ l\
Scellti 01W-lloll UI

1

,,Y

o
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\,., -

I I III Engineers,
N1)v 30, 1917 ~ i(JlxJ 2M)rJY.,+,.——

arei~ wl)ere tllc Anwricans, who
were uniirn~cd, were at wnrli.
hf;~l~y of ihe Americans wit.ll-
drew under Iire, secured arms
und assisted the I)ri Lisllin orgiu~-
izing IIew defensive positions
W12SL of ~otl~(!iiLL(~otl]L.” OLhers
joilwf with Lhe 13riLish and
helped sttip the attack, some of
them huving no weapnns at the
sLiIrL (!xc(:])l ])icks ;II)(l sIIOVCIS.

A 1:ulnlmr of riien were ciil)LuA
but many of these escaped when
the enemy was suddenly coun-
Lerultaclced ubout noon by a
IlriLish divisiun, the Americans
]JilrtieilJutillg in t}iis slssuul t ,
‘1’lw rcginwll L ])wi 18 cusutdtics
in the fighting on November 90.

‘1’l,is locality cnn be visited by
lilliillg a trisin to Cambrai or
St. Qlwnlin snd hiring an auto-
mol}ile at one of those ptuccw.

( 394:1



37TH AND 9 1ST 111VISIONS lN TIIE YPRES-LYS OITENSIVli

OCTOJWIL 28–NOVIJMII’UR 11, 191 M

37th al]d 91st Divisions in Ypres-Lys Offensive
October 30-November 11,1918

~xx:.. ‘. “-”-”

.-

6’ (;y,cll,,c’l ll.gl,u’ll

~ Jump uif Line _ Front Line —xx x— Corps Bwsmkrry —xX— Division Boundary

@FlaIIrlers FIt4d American Cemelery @91 M DIV. Hdqrs Nov. l-4 @ 371fl Div. lidqrs., NW 1-4

037111 Dtv.Ildqrs.,NOV.9-11 @9isl DIV. Ildqrs., Nov. IO-11 @371h DIV. Inemontd Lrridge

A IIIOIWIIWIII lhss ken efeclcd al Audrmardc by Ihe Unilrd Skrles Government
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October 31. Tlw3’7tl] Division advanced

against hostile artillery and machine-gun

fire about 21< miles to the western out-
skirts of Cruyshautem where it dug in
for the night. The 91st drove forward
in spite of intense artillery and machine-
gun fire and captured the Spitaals
Bosschen, a large wooded area a short
distance in front of its jump-off line. It

Sergeant Charles It. Reilley, Engineers,
91st I)ivisi{,n, who v[)luntari]y accom-
panied :ip~itr[~lint{)tl]ecityon November
1, while it was still occupied l)y the enemy.
He obtained important data regarding
destroyed bridges and assisted in a tight
with a strong enemy patrol. lIe also
captured a Gtrman spy while the latter
was ilttempting to escape, and drove a

was then delayed as the French division
on its right had been unable to keep up
and this exposed the right flank of the
91st Divisiun to severe hostile enfilade fire
which was continued throughout the day.

When the attack was resumed on
November 1 it became evident that the
Germans were making a retirement and
the 37th and 91st Divisions pushed
ftwward rapidly. The 37th Division ad-
Vallced :Iljout 5 mihw h) 1Ilc l<;S(oilUt ltiver,

reaching it near ICyne and 1 Ieurne. The

91st advanced about the same distance
to a position close to Audenarde.

The 91st Division occupied part of
Audenarde on November 2 and the re-
mainder of it on the 3d. Before it was
relieved on November 4 the division had
made reconnaissances of the river and
was preparing plans to force a crossing.

Among the first to enter Audenarde was

sniper to cover, thus saving the life of
his captain who was about to be fired
upon. For his gallant actions he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

lIarly on November 2 the 37th Division
forced a crossing of the river southeast
of Heurne under heavy fire, the infantry
improvising a bridge from trees felled
near the rivt?rbank. The river at this
point is canalized and is about 100 feet
wick? with steep )mnks about eight feet
high. That, night t}lc engineers of the
division erected foot,hridges at 1Ieuvel
and Iiyne upon which more troops
crossed. A German attack against the
bridgehead posit.iou launched ahout 5:00
p. m. on November 4 was repulsed.
The division was relieved from the front
line during the night of November 4 5.

Both divisions then began prepara-
tions to take part in another general



offensive. These l,lans were hastened
when the Allied C{jmrn:llltler-iLl-Cllief
sent word on N(,~embcr 9 that the
Germans were wi (Ildrawing in disorder
along the entire fnmt and directed t}lat
they be attacked vigorously. As u result
both American d ivisions were orderecl
back into the lirw early on November 10
and directed agai J to drive forward.

The 37th wus i,..signed a zone of action
along the west lm, 1k of the llscaut River,
about ~<mile to ( tw northeast of the one
it had previously Ijeld, in the bend of the
river east of Syr]gwn. The division was
under the orderti of the l’rencb XX XI t7
Corps. The Wench divisions which
were relieved by the 37th had attempted
to cross the river unsuccessfully on the 9th.

When the 37th Division took over the
sector it was found that the Germans
had not witll(lrawn. The division, how-
ever, in spite of hostile she!l and machine-
gun fire forcetf a crossing of the river for a
second time, the engineers building a foot-
bridge just ]]orth of the destroyed IIer-
melgem-Syngem bridge. By the eve-
ning of that day the division was estab-
lished firmly on the far bank.

The 91st Division relieved French
troops in the French XXX Corps, about 4
miles east of Audenarde, on November 10.

I)uring the night of November 10 the
Germans on this front were budly disor-
ganized and retiring rapidly, their retreat
being due largely to the success of the
American First Army in the Meuse-
Argonne operation which on November 7
had severed, near Sedan, the main German
lateral railroad along the Western Front.

37111l)il isic}llMcnl(~ri:llBridge xt f3}nc, Iklgium

Troops of the 91sc 1Xvkim ill Front of [I)c
116teMe-Ville, Audcnar&, Belgium,

Novc!],l>,r 12> 1918

On November 11 both the 37th and
91st Divisions advanced practically un-
opposed. Patrols of the 37th were in
the villages of Dickele and Zwartenbroek
while those of the 91st were near Elst and
in Boucle-St. Illaise by 11:00 a. m. when
the Armistice became effective.

During their operations in Flmders
deep advances were made by the two
American divisions. The total casualties
of the 37th Division were almost 1,600
and those of the 91st were about 1,000.

This battlefield can be easily visited lJy

traveling by train to Waereghem, Auden-
arde or Ghent and hiring an automobile.

+

Locations of Hwdqaar[grs

‘1’II(! ljrin(i}):il Ameri(.an Iwad{luart.crs

during t.liesc olwrations wcru M follows:

3“1 h 1)ivisiun:
OCL.2!)–Nov. 1 1)entwghem.
Nov. 1 .1. . . . . . . . . Cruyshuut<. m,
Nuv. !)-ll . . . . . . . . (“l)it(,au (11!1IUysse.

91s1 1)ivision:
( kl. 30. NOV. 1 1)esw.lghcm.
Nov. 1 1 -. Stuiv(.nt)(,rghu (lhfilvmi.
NrJv. 10-11. .Audenarde.
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THE 1’LANDERS FIELD AMl~RICA.N CEMET13RY JNliAR

WAERI~GIIEM, BELGIUM

THE Flanders I’l(?ld Cemetery, the
only Americwl military cemetery in

Belgium, has bee], developed by the
United States Govelnrnent into a beauti-
ful and appropriate resting place for the
soldiers who are buried there.

This cemetery is ](J(!tite(fnear Waereg-
hem, 43 miles wes[ of Brussels, upon a
battlefield of the !) 1st l)ivision. It con-
tains the graves (,I 368 Americans, most
of whom are soldi~,r dead from the 37th
rrnd 91st Divisi[~n:, which oper}ited in the
vicinity and the Z’:lh and 30th Divisions
which served for a ~~msirferal)letime in the
front line just sou( h of l’pres.

The enclosing w(I11of the cemetery and
the reception buil,ling near tile wltran~.t,
are of red brick. The impressive chapel,
built of pure white stone, occupies the
center of the cemvtery grounds.

Above the entr:lnce to the chapel the
following inseripti{~n, “GREET TREM EVER

WITH GRATEINIL 1{EARTS”, IYmin(k tht?

visitcr cf the important service rendered
the world by the dead buried here.

On its outer wi,lls appears the following
inscription in l?np is}], French and llemish:

TIllS CIIAI’I?l, lIAS IJIJEN ltltE(:TilD

BY THE UN IT1;I) STATES OF AMERICA

IN MEMOl{ ‘] OF HER SOLDIERS

WHO F()(IGHT AND DIED

lb! II 1:1A;IIJM

l)(II{IN(; ‘rill: WORI.1) WAIL.

THESE GR.4VES A1lE TIIE

PERMANENT AND VISIBLE SYMBOL

OF TIIE JIEROIC DEVOTION

wmt{ WHICH
THEY (:AVE T1{l?.lR I.IVES

TO TIIE

COMMON (: AIJSIC OF II II MA NI”I’Y

Below this ilwtriptiu]l, in lms-rcli~’f, ar~l
small sculpt ured figures syrnholizing
Grief, Itememl, ranre uIid 1listory.

The altar im:;icfe the chapel is of black
and white rn;irl)le, upon which rest a
cross illl(l two vast!s f,)r [Iuw(!rs. It
bears the ins~,ripti{)n: “I w1l,[, RANSOM

THEM FROM TIIE POWER OF THE GRAVE,

I WILIJ REI)l.;I:M T1l RM k’llohl DEATH. ”

Above, carv~xl on a rme-tintcxl murl)le

panel, is a Crusader’s sword outlined in
gold. On each side of the altar are
draped flags of the lJnited States, Bel-
gium, France, Great Britain and Italy.
On the side walls of the chapel, on marble

panels, are listed the names of the Ameri-
cun soldiers who lost t}~eir lives in Bel-
gium but have no known graves.

‘f’lle qlliet l]eauty of the interior is en-
hanc(?d I)y a mosaic ceiling uf striliing
design and a large ur-namental window
over the door which lights the room with
u subdued yellow light.

The furniture of the chapel consists of
four seats and kneeling benches, where
those s() inclined may rest for meditation
and prayer. This furni~ure is of mrved
oak, stained a block color witl~ the vein-
ing in white, and it harmfmizes perfectly
with the black and white marl]le which
has been used for the alttir.

l;ach of the four grave Mocks is framed
by a trimmed hedge and at three of the
corners of the cemetery are circular
ROOliS, ornamented by attractive urns,
flanked I)y stone benches and c]usely sur-
rounded hy trees and hedges.

On the btises of the urns are the insignia
of tlm ‘27t.11,30th, 37th atl(l !lIst l)ivisions,
the divisions to which belonged most of
the men nuw buried here.

This little cemetery is dear to the
h(,art.s of tile people of the neighborhood
W11Ovisit it in large numtj(’rs on Sundays
and holidays. On the Sunday nearest
Memorial Day (May 30) a touching cere-
mony of praise and thanksgiving is held
in memory of the American wur dead.

The cemetery may he easily visited by
taking a train to Waereghem, or to
Glientj 17 miles away, which is larger and
contains much more of historical interest.

If the tourist has not already clone so,
the account of the operations of the 37th
iind 91st Divisions, which is given on the
preceding pages, should be read.

‘1’lle monument erected by the United
Stxt{,s Government to c(~mmemoriltt? the
fighting of the American soldiers in this
part of 13clgium is located at Audenarde,
6;< miles to the east from this cemetery.
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Interior of Chapel, American CemeteryNear Waereghem, Belgium



THE AM13RICA1N MONUMELWT

UNDER the century-old trees of a
public squ~re near the west side of

the city of Audenarde in Belgium, the
United States Government has erected
an attractive monument to commemo-
rate the services of the 37th and 91st
Divisions and the 53d Field Artillery
Brigade of the American Army all of
which fought in battle in this region.

The monument stands at the end of a
smail park, which has been improved by
the planting of hedges and shrubs and the

AT AUDENARDE, BELGIUM

French and on the other side in Flemish.
The names of the units commemorated

by the memorial are carved on its face
above the shield of the United States.

In the center of a round place in the
roadway near by is a Belgian monument
erected in honor of the Belgian volunteer
troops who served in Mexico from 1864
to 1867 and aided in establishing Maxi-
milian on the throne of Mexico.

For an account of the operations of the
37th and 91st Divisions in the general

American Memorial at Audenarde,Belgium

addition of paths and benches. On the vicinity of Audenarde see pages 395-397.
frcnt of it, below a shield of the United The Flanders Field American Cemetery
States and flanked by two American near the village of Waereghem is approxi-
eagles, is the dedicatory inscription which mately 6 miles away to the west.
is in gilded letters and reads as follows: Audenarde may be easily reached by

ERECTEDBY THE train and the American monument is not
L?~ITEDSTATES OF AMERICA far from the railroad station. The city

TO COMMEMORATE THE is on one of the main highways from the

SERVICES OF AMERIcAN TRoQps North Sea to Brussels and can be easily

W’HO FOUGHT IN THIS VICINITY visited by automobile from Ghent, which
OCT. 30-NOV. 11, 191S is 17 miles to the north, and also from Brus-

This inscription is repeated on one side in sels, which is about 37 miles to the east.
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2 7TH AND 30TH DIVISIONS IN THE YPRES-LYS OFFENSIVE

AUGUST 18–SEPTEMBER 4, 1918

THE 27th and 30th Divisions served adjoining divisional sectors along the Lys
with the British Army from the time salient just south of Ypres. They were

of their arrival in Europe in May 1918 familiar with thw front, as various units
until the Armistice. During the summer of the 3Oth Division had been training

~ Jump-off Line — Front Line ---- Gap in Line
-xxx- Corps BOUtlda~ –XX– Division Boundary

@Men.tnent erected by United States Government @Observation tower

@Scene of gas-cloud attack by 30th Division, August 27

they were trained at the front, under the on it with the British since July 16, and
administrative control of the American II units of the 27th since July 25. The
Corps, by attaching small units to British 30th Division took command of its sector
organizations in Picardy and Flanders. on August 18 as part of the British H
In August, while with the British Second Corps and the 27th Division on August
Army, they assumed complete charge of 23 as part of the British XIX Corps.
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THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELDS NORTH OF PARIS 403

It was discovered on August 30 that the with considerable resistance on the mom-
Germans were making a general with- ing of August 31 so the division did not
drawal from the Lys salient for the pur- attempt to advance during that day.
pose of shortening their front line. Con- The 27th Division attacked at 7:00
sequently the 27th Division was ordered a. m. on September 1 after a 3 )i-hour artil-
to reconnoiter the situation on its front lery bombardment. Machine-gun nests
that night and the 30th Division was were overcome and all objectives were
dirwred to send out strong patrols the taken before noon. Shortly thereafter,
next morning. According to its instruc- having received new orders, the division
tions if no determined opposition was en- attacked again but a German counter-
countered by the patrols of the 30th attack combined with heavy machine-
Division it was to advance and occupy a gun fire forced it to withdraw slightly.
new line which included Voormezeele. Early on September 1 the 30th Division

27th Division Wagon Train Near Clorh Hall, Ypres, Belgium

The 27th Division reconnoitered that
night and encountered resistance. How-
‘?->w, about 10:00 a. m. on August 31
information was received from the British
XIX Corps that the enemy had retired
from Mont Kemmel. The division was,
therefore, ordered to move forward in con-
junction with the British troops on its
right. This movement was started prompt-
ly and the objectives, which included
the village of Vierstraat, were reached
about 4:00 o’clock in the afternoon.

The patrols of the 30th Division met

moved fcrward to beyond I’oormezeele
and by 8:30 a. m. had reached the objec-
tives prescribed by the British II Corps.

The 27th Division did not make a
determined attack on September 2 be-
cause it was obvious from the stubborn
fighting of the previous day that the Ger-
mans were no longer retiring but had
taken up strong new positions which they
were prepared to defend vigorously.
The division, however, pushed its units
forward until they had contact with the
new German line along its entire length.



404

C!OCIIH:ill of Yp,-cs, Bclgitiln, ii] 1935

1)uring $k:ptcml){.r 2 the 30th Division
repulsed u small hostil[? attack in the are+i
nortlleust of L:inkhuf IJarrn.

The 27th Division was relieved ou
Septemlwr 3 iIlld the 3(MI Division ou
Septernher 4. ‘f ’hecasuultics of the 27th
Division up to the time of its relief had
totaled almost l,JOO officers and men,
and those of the 3[N.h uhout 800.

Both divisions reentered the line shout
three weeks later in the region north of
St. @entin and took part there in the
fierce battle for the IIindenburg Line
described on])ages37:L381.

This lmttlefield neilr Ypres tan he
visited by taliing a train to that city and
tr~iv{’lillg (IULfrom there I,y :lutomnbile.

.:.

[, OCUILIJM of” llcudqtl(irtcrs

l’he headquarters of the American
units during the operiitions here were:
11 Corps:

.4ug. 30-scpt. :). lI,,utkcrque.

27(I, I)]visio,i:
,!uu. 2; S(.PL J I)<>uglxs(:aml,, ])<,l’lh,,f Ahee]e.

:;(l(h I)ivisimt:

.4ug. 20- SCpt. 4 \’<~gvltjt,(Z<,ilv(,1~t,2 miles 10 the

r)mthw.st ,:1 l><alx.ri,,ghv.



IMM1~;1)1ATl~;I.Y illon~side th(, rt):i(l
le:iding southfronl~ pr(stow;ird” Mont

Kemmel, near tlw little l,:lmlet of Vier-
strartt, Belgium, is Iocate([ a mrmument
erected l)y the Uliited Stat(~s Government
to colnnlt’nlt~riii(t tile s{rvict!s of the
Ameriwm troops who fouglltiu that gen-
~rill region during the World War.

This monumtmt consists of a central
block of white stone iu front of which,
carved out of stone, i~ an American
helmet resting upon a wreath. ‘Me in-
scription which appears on the face of
the monument alx)ve the helmet is flanked
on each side hy an Anjt~ricim ))ayonet
carved in relief. ‘Nle ins[ ription reads:

EI{E(‘TED lIY ‘1’IIE

rlN1’rEl) S’1’ATIM 01” AhlL.:ltr(.A

‘I’() (’ohihlENlol{A’l’12° ‘[ III.:Sh;lt\r I(l.X

OF AMERICAN Tliool%”

~lio FOIJGIIT IN TIi IS JrlCINITY

AI I(; I]ST 18 sl;l,’rl!;Ml\l,lli 4, 1918

T]lis inscription is rep(,ated in French
and Flemish on the ends of the central
bltl(’li. 00 t}lc, rrar face appear tllc in-
signia of the 2’ith and 30111 Divisions,
the .4merican units whuse fighting is com-
memorated hy the memorial.

Surrounding the monument proper is a
terrace enclosed by a railing. The ac-
count of the American operations in the
vicinity, given on the ])rweding pages,

s}IOU1(I I)(, rva{] from (}lis territce. Hy
t.(jnsulting the slietcll til~dreading tllc fol-
lowing description with his back to the
rbad, the tourist will obttiin a good ideit
of the American fighting near here.

T]](: group of houses seen to the left
down the road is the town of Vierslraat.

Just to the right of ~~ierstraat the church
steeple of Voormezeele can be seen through
the trees. That town was captured by
ihc 30th Division on September 1.

hlont, Kemmel is the highest hill in the
region and is sepn to the right rear.

The jump-off line of the 27th Division
(Jr)Aligust 31 was al)out )j mile away, just

over the ridge sloping up across the road
from the monument. The division acl-

vancd ill this direction OIL that day at)d

reacht,d ii line wliich i)]rludcvl the silu (If
this lnunumetlt tmd Gxte]idetl ahuut a mile
to tile right and left from it, running
rough] y parallel to this ruad.

‘1’llc Iillt: Ilt,l(l l)y Lilt, 27th IJivision ilt
the time of its relief on Septemlmr 3 riin
along the bottom of the small valley seen
directly ahead, rrhilt valley ran 1,(.
traced by the patches of trees which grow
on the l)a]llis of tile small stream in it.

The large town on the sky line dirertly
ahead is Wytschaete. in this particular
vicinity theposition to which the C~ermans
retired ran along the lower slopes of tile
ridge upon which that village is located.

An)crican h40tItIment Ntar Vierstra~r, Bclgiun)
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80TIf L)I VISION IN TliIi SOMME OIWEhTSiI’ll

AUGUST 8–18, 1918

UPON its arrival in France in June

1918 the 80th Division was assigned
to the British First Army. It was under
the administrative control of the American
II Corps and later served with both the
British Second and Third Armies.

On July 4 the division joined the Third
Army and for training in tile front line
its regiments werv distril)ut(d

among the British V, IV slid
VI Corps. These corps were in
line in that order from Albert to
Arms. The 317th Infantry

Regiment was wit h the TV

Corps, the 318th with the V
Corps and the 319t.11and 320th
with the 1’1 Corps. Parts of
these American units first en-
tered the front line on July 23.

While elements of the 80th
Division were occupying por-
tions of the line, the British on
August 8 launched the Somme
offensive soul h of .il}wrt. The
initial WSii Ult made a deep
penetration into the German
lines and as a direct result the
enemy was soon forced to give
ground at other places.

A battalion i,t’ the 317th
Infantry was holding a frorjt-
Iine sector with the New
Zealand Divisif~n when the
Germans began to retire in
front of them. Meeting slight
resistance, the American lut -
tolion advanm(l 1 ‘! mil(w with
t]lc New ~(!d;lll([(4W 011 August
14, and orxwpied the. villuges of
Serre anti I’~iisi(llx-:l\]-Nff~llt.
Anoth(,r l)~ltt:llil)ll of tlie r(’gi-
ment repuls(d n (;(!rnliln raid
which was made against its

near the village of Boisleux-St. Marc.
The last units of the 80th Division were

relieved from the front line during the
night of August 18-19 and on the 19th
the 80th Division was relieved from fur-
ther duty with the British. It in~medi-
ately started to move to the St. hiihiel
region to join the Americm First Armv..

80th Division in Somme Offensive
August & 18, 1918
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front li]lesd~irillgt l]el]igl]t{)f August 17--18. While serving with the British the divi-
The other American regiments did not sion had 274 casualties. Its headquarter

gain ground although the 320th Infantry during the period was at Beauval.
successfully repulsed u German raid on The area of this operation can be eiisily

August 4, southeast of Boiry-St. Martin, visited by taking a train to the city of
and again on the night of August 13--14 Albert and hiring an automobile there.
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T IIE 33rl Division upon its arrival in
fhrrrce during the latter part of May

1918 juinerl the British I~uurth Army.
Early in July it was serving with that
Army near Amiens, its elements being
divided for training between the Dritis)i
III Corps and the Austridian C(Jrf)S.

The Australian 4th Division was
directed to attack on July 4 with the ob-
ject of mpturing the village of Hamel,

which is located at the center of a bare
saucer-shaped valley just south of the
Somme River and 11 miles east of Amiens.
Companies C and 11, 131st Infantry,
and A and G, 132d Infantry, all of the
3:Id Divisi(m, were attacl)cd to the Aus-
tralian 4th Division for the operation.
The Americans, totaling about 1,000
men, adv:inceci with the Australians and
promptly secured their objectives. Two

33d Division at Capture of Hamel
July4, 1918

fTZIGround Gained by Australians and Detachments
of 33d Division

-xx–Austral. Div. Boundary –x– Austral. Brig. Boundary

of the American com-
panies assisted in re-
pulsing a German
counterattack at dusk,
Although the number
of Americans engaged
011 this (lay WUS not

great, their conduct was
such as to receive high
commendation from the
British commanders.

It was during this
fighting that Corporal
Thomas A. Pope per-
formed the heroic deed
for which he was
awarded the Congres-
sioutil Medal of lIonor.
His company was ad-
vancing when it was
halted hy hostile ma-
chine-gun fire. Going
forward done he rushed
a machine-gun nest,
I{ilh,(l st,v(,r:ll {jf LI]c
crew wilJL Ilis I);kyonel,

and, stiinding astride
the gun, held off the
other members of the
crew until i_(!inf(JlTe-

ments arrived and
captured them.

The four companies
were withdrawn during
the night of July 5-6
and rejoined their di-
vision whielr was train-
ing in the rear areas.
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410 THE AM ERIC Ah- BATTLEFIELDS NO RTH” OF PARIS

From July 17 to August 6 elements of from the British 58th Division. From

the 33d Division trained in line with this ridge the German troops threatened

British units on the front south of Albert. the flank of the Australian Corps on the
When the British launched their Somme south bank. (See the sketch below.)

offensive against the Amiens salient on To retake this position the ,131st
August 8, the infantry units of the 33d Infantry, 33d Division, was directed to
Division were in reserve, attached to the join the British 58th Division imme-

131st Infantry (33d Division) in the Somme Offensive
August 9-19, 1918

+. A\\

~Front Line 131st Infantry —Front Line Australians --Gap in Line
❑ Ground Gained, 131st Infantry —~l+Regimental Boundary

E7Ground Gained, 131st infantry and Australians

British III Corps. The offensive made diatel y. It moved forward and after a
great progress on the first day although dificult night march took part during the
Chipilly Ridge, a high bare ridge situated afternoon of August 9 in an assault against
on the north bank of the Somme within a Chipilly Ridge and Gressaire Wood.
large horseshoe bend of the river, was in The attack was made at 5:30 p. ~.,
German hands, having been recaptured the American regiment double-tim;:’.~



part of the last 4 miles to reach its jump-
OH line on time. It advanced under
hwiedly issued orders with but little
~connaiasance: and in spite of heavy
machine-gun and artillery fire drove the
hostile troops from the northern end of
Chipilly Ridge and the southern pait of
Gressaire Wood. The Australian 4th
Di~-i~ionlaunched an attack from across
the river at the same time and as a result
of the combined attacks the town of
Chipilly and the southern end of Chipilly
Ridge were also captured.

Illustrative of the gallant exploits of
the American soldiers on this day are the
deeds for which Corporal Jake Allex, 33d
Division, was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor. At a critical point
w-l:m all the officers with his platoon had
become casualties, Corporal Allex took
command and led the platoon forward
until its advance was stopped by fire from
a machin~gun nest. He then advanced
alone for about 30 yards in the face of
intense fire and attacked the nest. With
his bayonet he killed five of the enemy
and when the bayonet broke he used the
butt of his rifle and captured 15 prisoners

On August 10 the Australian Corps was
assigned the zone north of the river, and
the 131st Infantry was placed under the
Australian 4th Division. That day the
regiment advanced and occupied the
remainder of Gressaire Wood.

AS a result of these two days of fighting
the regiment had in its possession an
important enemy position, 700 prisoners,
30 pieces of artillery, 1 airplane and more
than 100 captured machine guns:

On the 13th the 131st Infantry joined
the Australians in an attack which cap-
ttiwd the ridge east of Etinehem. It
st~j.ed in the line until the night of
-~ugust 19–20 taking part in loca] attacks
and assisting the Australian troops in
organizing the positions gained.

During this period other units of the
33d Division served in the front lines or
as reserves for various British divisions.

The attack of August 9 and 10 won for
the 33d Division the warm praise of the
British commanders. On August 12 the

(411)

The King of EnglandDecoratingMen of che
33d Division, August 12, 1918

King of England visited the division
headquarters at Molliens-au-Bois where
he personally presented British decora-
tions to the members of the 33d Division
who had distinguished themselves in the
fighting at Hamel on July 4.

These battlefields of the 33d Division
can be vkited by going to Amiens by rail
and traveling from there by automobile.

The division suffered more than 1,400
casualties while serving on the British
Front. On August 23 it was relieved
from this front and began its move-
ment to the region of Verdun where it
became part of the American First Army.

Brirish, French and American Milirary Police
in Amiens, Mav 191S. @ B



6T11 UN GINIEERS lN TkI15 SOMME D13F13NS1V13

lvIARCH 2 l–A1>RIL 6> 1918

6th Engineers (3d Div.) in the Somme

Defensive, March 27-April 3, 1918
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— Front Lme 6th Engineers –III– Regt, Boundary

assistance. They were assigned
to the British Fifth Army to uid
in constructirrg bridges tind other
wurks essenti;tl for the defense
(Jf t h(? fIIJllt r(W~ll~]y ~id{eil 0Vf3r

by that Army from the French.
These engineers were building
heavy steel bridges near P&onne
when the German March 21
offensive )woke through the
British lines in that vicinity.
On March 22 this engineering
work had to be discontinued
due tu enemy shellfire, and the
A nlw.icun troops were ordered

to move farther to the rear.

The German advance toward

Amiens was so rapid and the

troops” opposing” it so few in

number that the British, as a

meiu+ure almost of desperation,
asseml)lcd every available man
to occupy the u]d Fre n c h
trenches, known as the Amiens
Defense Line, which extended
approximately north anti south
abtmt I(Jmiles east uf tJlat city.
The detachments of troops
which were hurriedly collected

pARLY in February 1918 the Head- and put in position, with orders to defend
D quarters and Com-panics B and D of to the last man, included Companies Band
the 6th Engineers, 3d Division, were de- D of the 6th Engineers. This combined
tailed to the British Army in response to force was popularly known as “Carey’s
tin urgent request of the British Com- Force” because of General Carey, the
mander-in-Chief for American engineer British general who cwmmanclerl them.

(;crInJII .ircillcry Mcr\ ing For\varJ Afrer rhe Break -Th[ough fkt of Amiens

in N!arch 191S. @ G
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This force, L(Jta]ill~ about 2,200 men,
held shout x miles of trenches on the

generally flal tcrr:(ill in tllc vicinity f~f
the mtiin rwad )eatling to Amiens. It
was cmnpos[d of c,,rtain British army
troops; tunl~~ling, N,)rkshop and electri-
cal c(~mlml~itw; d(d:lchrnents frnm five
diil’erent SC1l(XJIS;ilnd the units of tlletith
Engineers. It was later reinforced by
300 convalescents from the hospitals
and 400 Canadian r:tilroad troops.

“l’he American e]lgineers occupied the
right of the Amiens Defense Line, near
Marcelcave, OIL Murch 26 hut on the
following day moved by truck to Bois
des Tuilloux, al)mrt I mile northwest of
~~arfus6e-Al):lrl collrt, ‘rhere it took over
the defense of that wood and of the line
as far sorrth as the main Amiens road.

On N,lurch ’27 tile retreating British
retired behind the Arniens Defense Line.
Warfus6e-Ah:incwurt was captured by the
Cermans late in the evening imci during
that r]ight ])atrols of the 6th I~ngineers
were engage’d with the enemy in town.
IIeavy fighting took place south of town
on M a~ch 2s, io wl~ich the 6th Engineers
was not involved, I)ut on both hlareh 29
and 30 the American troops repulsed
determined attrrcks against their position.

NO further eflorts to advance in force
were made hy the Germans until after
lh(! Arnericiin (1(.tacl~ment Wiis r-[:liovml

on April 3. On the tith it resumed engi-
neering work near Amiens and two
months later r-ejoine(i its division near
the village of Chriteau-Thierry.

Tl]e area of this 6th lcngineer lighting
can be easily visited by taking a train to
Amiens and hiring an automohi]e there.

I.arg~German GUI) Iktroyed East of Chip]lly,

Near Ch~lignes



1ST DIVISIOAT AT CAA’TIGNY

APRIL 2 7–JULY 8, 1918

DURING the emergency created by
the German offensive of March 21,

General Pershing placed all American
combat troops then in Europe at the dis-
posal of General Foch. Among these
units was the 1st Division which on April
5 was moved to the region north of Paris,
and on April 2’7 was given command of a
sector west of Montdidier as part of the
VI Corps of the French First Army. This
marked the first entry into line of an
—

order to reduce the difficulties of holding
the front line in the vicinity of that place.

The 2Sth Infantry of the 1st Division
was selected to carry out the a~tack and
for several days rehearsed its plans over
similar terrain in the rear area. During
the attack the regiment was supported by
American and French artillery, machine
gun, Stokes mortar, 37-mm. gun, tank,
flame-throwing and engineer units and
two companies from the 18th Infantry.

1st Division Infantry Going 4“Over[he Top” at Cancigny, May 26, 191s .

American division on an active battle
front. (See Chapter I, page 27.)

At that time the Germans were in the
midst of their series of great offensives
and there was a possibility that the next
attack might include the 1st Division
sector. The activity and firing on this
front were so great that it was only with
dlficulty that any semblance of a defen-
sive position could be prepared.

The most prominent feature of the
German lines facing the 1st Division was
the high ground on which Cantigny is
located. Not only did it furnish excellent
positions from which the Germans could
observe the American sector, but it also
served as a screen for hostile movements
and other activities in its rear.

Early in May the command of the di-
vision was transferred to the French X
Corps and about the middle of the month
it was decided to dislodge the Germans
from their positions near Cantigny, in

The assault was launched at 6:45 a.m.
on May 28 and in spite of heavy resistance
mainly beyond the town and severe artil-
lery and machin~gun fire from the left
flank all objectives were soon gained.
The construction of trenches, the laying
of barbed wire and the preparation of
strong points on the newly captured
ground were promptly started by the
American troops concerned.

The German reaction was immediate
and unusually violent, indicating a desire
to shatter American morale. Counter-
attack after counterattack was launched
against the newly-won positions during
the next two days, and starting about
noon on May 28 the American lines
around Cantigny were subjected to an
intense 72-hour bombardment from hos-
tile guns of all calibers. At the end of
that time the Americans still held every
inch of ground they had gained and the
Germans were compelled to accept defeat.

(414)
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During the defense
against the German counter-
attacks the two companies
of the 18th Infantry in
reserve and one company of
the 26th Infantry were
placed in the front lines.

The capture of Cantigny
was the first large offensive
operation by an American
division. It was considered
a brilliant exploit and was
particularly gratifying to
the Allies as it furnished a
concrete example of the
fighting ability of American
troops, who were then begin-
ning to arrive in France in
large numbers. As this
engagement occurred the
day after the great German
offensive of May 27 broke
through the French lines
at the Chemin des Dames,
it was a very bright spot
for the Allies in an other-
wise gloomy situation.

The 1st Division on June
2 took over additional front-
age in order to release French
troops for service elsewhere.
North of Cantigny the front

1st Division, April 27-July 8, 1918 I

In Cantigny the United S&es
Government has erected a mon-

1

.$
a

ument to commemorate the
~1

...

first offensive operation by an .M\p

American division durirw the war. .4

%? I

o lmo 2000’ 30W Yards
I

_ Front Line —xx— Division Boundaty I

line was advanced slightly on June 3 to
a more advantageous location. During
June 9 the division was subjected to a

severe artillery bombardment, as on that
day the Germans launched their great
offensive between Montdidier and Noyon,
which was just east of the sector occupied
by the troops of the 1st Division.

The division remained in line a total
of 73 days and suffered almost 5,200

Germans Leaving Dugout at Cantigny After

Flame Thrower Had Been Used in it

casualties. It was relieved on July 8,
and ten days later played an outstand-
ing r61e in the counteroffensive south of
Soissons against the Aisne-Marne salient.

The Headquarters of the 1st Division
was located at the village of Le Mesnil-St.
Firmin, April 24–June 4, and at the village
of Tartign y, June 4–July 8.

This battlefield of the 1st Division may
be conveniently visited by automobile
from Paris or by taking a train to Montdi-
dier (54 miles from Paris) or to Amiens
and hiring an automobile at either place.



Tl[ E ANILRIC.%N h10NU&f13NT AT CANTIGLVY

1 constructed in a pul,lic squarw at.
Cantigny a sm:ill hut appropriate monu-
ment to commemorate the tirst large
ol~{,llsivt. a(,tion l~y un Alneric:ln division
wllicll LfIIJk])latw (luring Lhc Mr(wl{l War.

‘Phe monument consists of a s}laft ncor
11)(: Ilpl)cr four corners of whi(.h arc Amcri-
Cull eagles. .4 row of stars encir(lcs the
top und on the sides are carv(?d, ill French

has been develt)ped into a purl< which is
landscaped in an attrat.live manner and
the whole development has proved a wel-
come addition to the village life.

This monument may be conveniently
visil(i(l I)y itt[tomol)ilc” from I’;lris which

is 54 miles to the south or from Amiens,
L1)(?nearest large city, which is 25 miles
]Iorth of tht, site. 1<’,Irthe tourist who
desires the minimum auto trip the train

and English, the following inscriptions: should l~e talien Lo fvluntdidier, which is

.- t.
‘., ,’:I& .. ...

THE I’IRST DI’,’IS1ON’

liNl T121) STATKS :Altkll’, 01’EIL4TIN(;

lINI)ILI( ‘rlll,; X I“I{I,;NI’11 (’01{1’S,

CAPTUUED THE TOWN OF CANTIGNY

ON MAY 28, I!J18, AND HELD IT

A(; AINST NUMEROUS (’OIJNTERATTA(XS

Around the monument proper is a
puved circular terrace from which a con-
siderable portion of the ground over which
the American troops advanced may be

seen. ornamental stone benches have
been placed on this terrace and trimmed
hedges enclose it. The surrounding area

t

lsI{ECTEIJ BY THE

I: SITEI) STATES OF AMERIC:A

T{)

(’oMMEMOUATE THE FIRST ATTACK

BY AN AhiERICAN DIVISION

IN THE WORLD WAR

3 miles tiway on the railroad and where
taxicabs for u visit to Cantigny and the
surrounding battlefields may be hired.

Before leaving the site of the monu-
ment t}w description on the preceding
pages of the Liittle operations of the Ist
Division in this vicinity should be read.
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Ahl ERI(, Ah’ (“) AERATIONS OAT THE J’OSGES FROIWT

T
HE weslern 1,’,,)nt, extending for of Belfort, no great amount of fighting

more t}jtin 400 miles from Switzer- had taken place since 19]4 and although

land to the NOI (h Sea, was so long t}]e terrain was appropriate for military
that neither the Allil-s nor the Germ:ins operations the narrowness of the p;lss lw-
could obtain sufflcie].1 men to undertake tween the mountains and the Swiss horder,
operations 0]1 :1 large scale throughout its called the Belfort Gap, made the region
entire length. Consc !uently each massed not suitable for large-scale operations.

42ci Division Troops in F1-onc-LiiwTrench NMr hccarat, June 3, 1918

Scene is typical of chc twmhcs and terrain in the VosgKs legion

ils tromps rn(~st11~’xvily ll(?ilr thos(? pl :Ires
where there existed a strong likelihood that
the other might attack or where the terruin
or other strategic factnrs were such that
an offensive would ha~,e good chances to
bring about decisive results.

The rugged terri,in in the Vosges
Mountains, 1,urth of (he Swiss horder, was
u serious ol)stac]e (0 major operations in
that region I}ecnuse of the difficulty of
maneuvering und sli!j])lying any consider-
able number of trm,l,s during on advance.

South of these mi~~lnttlinsnear tile town

‘1’h{’ lI;Iltle line l){i~wc(vl l}){! \’osges
h40untains and the Moselle River fol-
lowed roughly the former frontier be-
tween France and Germany. ‘1’he French
had prepared before the World War to
meet a German attack un thtlt purticultir
front and one uf the nmin rewmns Ger-
many violated the neutrality of 13elgium
was to avoid a majur offensive there.
Severe fighting, however, occurred in the
region early in the war when the Ger-
mans attwmpted to t~ike Nancy, but after
I914 it. became inactive iW Iwth sides



Au lil]lC1-i L.lll l)l\lsio[l (>]1 r!lc

rwulizwl that of~(msive op(’rtitions (jr) (Itl)(.r

parts of the Imttle line which were not a:;
strong offered more pussihillty of success.

When the Amerimn troops arriverf in
Frunce the entire stretch s(jutllc’:ist~ilr(i
from the Moselle River to the Swiss ht)r-
der was a quiet ur in:tctive front held hy
comp;irativrty few troups. ‘1’his front,
commonly known to the Americmns as

the “Vosges Front”, was used hy many
American divisiuns for triiini[lg l) UrI)(JSeS.

ltwtisii(lmiral) lysuite(lfort}le purposeas

it was conveniently located with respect
tu the St. Mihiel salient, which wus early
selected as the scene of the first oflensive
operation by the American Army, and
with respect to the Americ~m line of com-
munications, which was being developed
to supply tr(]{)~w on the St. Mihiel front.

The normal program of training pre-

.{

hl,,r.1], \\ ’I{ I[cI-of 1917 191s

scril)wl for an American division :dter ib
mriva] in Ihmnre w:IS first tu curry out
intensive tr:iining in an ure ainrear of the
front lines, then to serve in quiet secturs
for N time witl~ l’rench {jr British troops
and finully to complele its training for
Lattle in u sector uf its own. This ruu-
tim~ ~lr(we(lure was broken in emergencies
and some Americun divisions, sLl(Ih as the

3d, 4th, 3tith, 78th and 91st, went directly
frum training arem into h:it.~k?without
sect.(~r service, while the 79th, 89th M](1
Wth Divisiuns took command of sectors
without any pervud uf affiliation with
troups of the Allied Armit?s.

The lst, 5th, 6th, zgth, 32d, 35th, 37th,

.4~d, 77th, ~lst, ggth and ~~d ~ivisio]]s of

the Amrrican Army had their first sector
servite at the front in the Vosges regiun.

I;lscwliere on the Western Front the

(420)



2~, 26tli, 28th, h:d find 9:ld Divisions h:ld
th{’ir tirst frol,l-line tmining with the
Frwlch; [llr 27[11, 30111,Wd and 80th with
the British, iind the 7th Division mainly
with tll(’ An~(,ri,~ltI Sect~n(l .4rmy.

Service in (IuI,,t sectors varied widely
in character. b’,n- consider-able periods
the daily life of t.l,e front-line troops would
he compxrativcly uneventful, disturlwd
only by routine patrolling and desultory
shelling. At intervals, however, this eom-
partitive quiet was shattered by })ard-
fought local o[,,.rations tind raids. The
natural ent.husiwm of the American
troops and their inherent desire to start
active operatiol~s as quickly as possible
usually producm! amarked increase in the
fighting in thew normally quiet sectors.
While this hltd ,J,)irnrnediat eeffec tonthe
generi~l militar) situation it did result in

givin~ valuable combat experience to the

American soldiers who later served so
a-editah]y on the Marne, at St. Mihiel,
along the Ivleuse and in the Argonne.

Sections {)f the front line :Issign(,d 1(,
divisions were cmllecf “[iivisi<jn se(,lors”.
A partimrlar sector was often changed in
both size and name as the military situa-
tion ChilIl~t?(l. lIowever, those l,f t,he
Vosges Front were not radically changed
while the American divisions served in the
regiun and, consequently, it }las been plJs-

sible on the following pages to give a gen-
eral description of the sectors as they were
knuwn to the American troops wt~{)occu-
pied them. The division sectors of the
VOSgeS regjOII Ure grill)hjCally S]l(JWII 011

the sketch which appears on the next page.
In the text w}]ichf(,llows thesket(h they
iire discussed in order from suuth to norlh.
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Sectors Held by American Divisions in the Vosges Region –
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T}~e Center Secti,r lay wholly in Ger-
man territory. 11 t’xtended north from
the%vissborde rantirmntrolled the impor-
tant 13elfort Gap. The American 32d,
29th and 88th Divisions served in that
order at different times in this sector.

The Wess,erling Sed.or, alsoon German
soil, secured for the Allies the Bussang
Pass and the greater part of the mountain
maw called the Rollon de Ciuehwiller.
The 35th l~ivision [rained in this sector
and the 369th Infil; ltry of the 93d Divi-
sion served here just. prior to the Armis-
tice, as piirt of a Fr(,n(.h division.

The Ghmimer Sector covered the

Schlucht Passandla yentire] yin German

territory. It was held l)y t})e 35th and

6th Divisions at dill’erent times.

The Anould Sector was astride the
principal range of the Vosges Mountains,
its southern portion” Iwing on German
soil. It covered tile Bonhomme Pass.
The 5th Division g:,ined front-line ex-
perience here anri tl,e 371st and 372d
Infantry R(?giments If the 93d Division
served in this same sector as part of a
French division just ljefore the Armistice.

The St. Di6 Sec([w, north of St. Di6,
controlled the sout),crn exit of the Saa}es
Pass. It was held at various times by the
bth, 92cI and 81st Divisions,

A corps front extended from the
western slopes of tile Vosges Mountains
towfird the northwest. It was known to
the 42d Division, which trained on it, as
the Lun6ville Sector. The corps front
was divided into three divisional sectors,
the one nearest the Vosges being called
the Baccarat. Sector. This last-named
divisi(lnscctor was held at, different times
by the42d, 77th and 37th Divisions.

Fartiler to the nortilwest was the
Sommerviiler Sector. Units of the 1st
Division entered tile front lines in this
sector for training with the French on
t)ctoixv23, 1917. Tilis mtiri(ed the first
time that elements of an Arnericandivision
i~eida sw.tion of the front-line trenches.

Tile foii{)wing incidents in tile history
of the American divisions which served in
the Yosges regiun will give an idea of the
mm-e active part of the American ocmr-

pation of tile so-called quiet sectors there.
Whiie the Ist Division was in the

Sommerviiier Sector training with tile
French it took the first German prisoner
captured by the A.11.F. The first Amer-
icans to be captured were taken by tile
Germans in a raid at Bathei6mont on No-
vember 3, 1917, and in the same raid the
first American soldiers were kiiled in ac-
tion, three men losing their lives. These
t,ilrrx?men are now w)nlmemijrat.ed i~y a
monument which the French erected in
1918 over their graves near Bathe16mont.

When the 5th Division took command
of the St. J)i6 Sector, the Germun position
netir Frapeile formed a saiient projecting
into the American iines. Tile divisimr
decided to seize this salient imri on
August 17 captured it in a smail hut
weil-executed attack. Consolidation of
the new positi~~n WilS begun in spite of a
Vi(Jk!Ilt hostiie m-tiilury bombardment
wi]ich continued almost without interrup-
tion for three days. The division, how-
ever, clung grimly to its gains, repuisirrg
a German counterattack on August 18.
By the 20th tile new position was com-
pletely organized and secureiy in Amer-
ican hands. The 5th Division lost ap-
proximately 400 men in this fighting.

On October 4 about 60 men of the 6th
Division near Sondernach, east of G&ard-
mer, were attucked hy a party of 300
Germans, equipped with machine guns
and flame throwers. Aithougi~ cut (M
by a barrage and greatiy outnumbered,
the Americans repuised the attack and
capturl?d five prisoners.

Whiie occupying the Center Sector,
elements of the 29t}l Division raided t}ie
German lines on August 31 and on
September 7, inflicting many casualties.

The front lines of the 32d Division were
raided on July 19, wilile the division was
in the Center Sector. The raiding party
in this operation was repulsed, leaving two
prisoners in American hands.

While training with a French division
in ti)e Wesseriing Sector, troops of the
35th Division raided a German position on
July 6, inflicting losses upon the enemy
troops and capturing seven prisoners.



on Scptcmlwr 11, while in the llaccarat

Sector, a party of the 3’jt}l Division ])ene-

tratcd tl)e &wman lines and capturc, d two
])risot)t>rs Witl){)u( any losses.

While wi~h tlie Frenth in t.l~eLun6vilh:
Sector, units of the 42d Division partici-
]J:it(>(li]] tljrc,t, rai(ls on Mar(tl 9.

T})c Germans raid~?d tlIe 7’7tlI Division

in the Baccarat Sector tm June 24. They

were repulsed after a sharp fight.
A post of the 8]st Division in the St.

Di6 Sector was attacked hy German troops
on October 9. Tile enemy wils promptly
driven backj leaving a number of dead
and one prisoner in American hands.

During October the 88th Division
holding the Center Sector encountered
strong resistance when it attempted to

Firing a Trm~h A40r[ar Durit,g Sccror
OLLlll>atiol)” Nc,it- ]\.lcc.!r.il, .jIIIIC j, ]9]8

improve the position of its front line.

On September 4 the Germans rai(ld

the lines of the 92d Division, at that
time serving in the St. Di6 Sector. The
raid was repulsed after a l)risk figl]t.

While the American First Army WM
prc’paring for the St. Millie] ofl’ensive, an
American corps commander and a group
of staff officers were sent to Belfort on
August 28 wit]l orders to prepare plans
for a major offensive in the direction of
Mtdhorrse and the heights southeast of
that place. No American divisions were
moved, nor did Gcn[iral 1“’(:rshing actually
contcm])lat{? such an attack, })u~ tl)e Ger-
mans instan~ly hemme aware of the in-
creased activity in the vicinity and were
led to bring more (Iivisions to the Vosges
region, thus decreasing their availability
for use on the St. Mihiel front where the
attack was ii~tuiilly made. This soccess-
fo] manrwrver whivh deceived the enemy
l)as become known as the IIelf(wt ruse.

If the war IIad continued beyond No-
vcmlwr 11 that l)art of this region north-
west of the Vosges hlountains would have
seen greater activity as the Allied Com-
mander-in-Chief had decided to luunch
an offensive east of the hfoselle River.
This iittitck was to he participated in by
six American divisions of the American
Second Army, which was to advance in a
northeasterly direction from the vicinity
of Port-sur-Seille, and by a French army
group adjoining it on the east. The date
for this offensive was fixed as November
14, and the movement of the divisions and
other troops which were to take part in
the iltt:lck h:ld illlT!ildy Iwgrrn when t}){?
Armistice wassigned. (See n]aI) l)agtl I I4.)

‘1’he Vosges region holds vivid memories
for many Americ:in soldiers as it was there
that so many of them, after arduous
months of training in the rear areas, had
their first experience with trench life and
their first contact with the enemy. One
division, the &h, had its only front-line
experience in the Vosges hlountains.
Deeds of individual bravery were nu-
merous and the Distinguished Service
Cross was awarded to 85 members of the
A. E. I?. for their heroism on this front.
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ADDI’I’1 ONAL ]JL,\CliS OIJ INTER l~ST

IN TIIJ; \rOSGIN REGION

Baccarat. l, O(iiti O1l of .12{1I)iv. Ilcfqrs.,
hfar. 30 ,Jutle 21 ; 77111 I)i),. If(lqrs,,
June 1!) Aug. 4; and 37th I>iv. lldqrs.,
July 2;) SCII(. 17.

lhdlorr d’.*ls:lc{L. SOIIIhcrlilnost moun-
tain muss ()! tile \rosgt!A. It ris(!s tu a
height of ov(r -1,()~)()f(t( all{] d{,nli,lal(+
th(! nurthern side ,tl’ tl~c llell’{jrt GalJ,

Bfillon d(! (iu(l)willl,r. sIJutIIeustern

s]loulder of tll{! l’iwgcw. IJying Ilt:tween
tll(, Tllllr at][l I.atlch l{ii(rs, this rugged
area reach(,s a h(ight ill ex(.ess (J[ 4,W0

munuln(, nt located in front of the castle.
II(,lfor( (~il]l. A rolling vall~!y almut 15

Il}iles wide h~~twtwn the Vusgcs Nloun-
tains :iltd the J{lr:il Al]w. It is of strate-
gic inlportance and on the F’rench side is
coni r[~lled II:; tile fortress (I( De]furt.

11011110111me Pass. A pass tI]rouxl) 1II(:
\’osg(+ Ilortheast of G6rardmer.

Il~lssiitlg l>ass. All important pass in
the eastern ])itrt of tll~! \’nsges hlountains
w}iic}] gives access to the valley of the
‘J’hur l{iver and that of the u])per Rhine.

Swec in kdonvilkr cm April 29, 1918
NoIc cncrwws to J,]gcnics And CCIIICS

feet. It dominates tile eastern exit of the (’harmes Gop. Retv,ecl] the fortificti-

13elfort G:iIJ at)d the valley of the Rhine tions of Kpinal and l’oul lies the relatively
River to the nortl~ of Mulhouse. olwn l,orruill(, I)l;iin, in lhc (.r]lter of

Iiclfori. An im],ortant fortified town which slands the to\Yn of (’hiirmes.
forming the southern element of the Ilefore August 1914 this area Il:id Iwen
l?rench frontier dcf~nses ill 1914. The left withuut permanent fortifications so
town was fortified late in the 17tt] Cen- that in the event of war the stream of
tury by the famous military engineer, German invasion would be canalized to
Vaulmn. It successfully withstuod siege this definite course. It I)ecame known as
by the I’russians in the War of 1870. Charmes Gap and it was through this gar)

l’hissucwssful d(,ferlse is cornm(-mortitc(! lliat the Germans iLtlempLed during 1914
by the great Lion of Belfort, a me]moriiil to turn the 1~’rencllposiiion netir Nancy.
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Epinal. An important fortified town
situated at a strategic point on the
Moselle River. shout 38 miles south of
Nancy. In1914, attheheginningof the
war, it was une of the ])rincipi:l elements
of the French frontier defenses.

G6rardmer. Location of 5th Div.
Hdqrs., June 7-July 15; 35th Div.
IIdqrs., Aug. 14- Se[)t. 2; 6th Div. Ildqrs.,
Sept. 3 23 and Sept.25 o(!t. 26.

This village, situated un a beautiful
lalie, is a summer resort in a setting of
forests and mountains.

l{riith. ‘l’}){, :151h T)iv. Hdtlrs. W;IS

located here July 27--Aug. 14.
I,e Grand (’ouronn6. The name given

hy the French to the hastion]ilie heights
north and east of Nancy. It was from
these heights that the French forces
hurled ba& many powerful assaults by
the German Army in the Ilattle of Nancy
during August and September, 1914.

Mont Donon. The most northern
mountain mass of the Vosges. It domi-
nates the valley of the Ilreusch River
to the north of the Smdes Pass.

hfontreux-{’llhtcall. Location of 29th
Div. Hdqrs., Sept.. 14–22, and 88th Div.
IIdqrs., Oct. 7–Nov. 4.

Montreux-Vicux. Location of 2 !lth
Div. Hdqrs., Aug. 9-Sept. 14.

Neufchilteau. I Corps Hdqrs., Jan..
20-June 18; IV Corps Hdqrs., June 20-
Aug. 13; and VI Corps Hdqrs., Aug.
1-12. These corps headquarters while at
Neufch~teau exercised administrative hut
not tactical control over the American
divisions assigned to them.

RcmiremonL 111 Corps ITcfqrs., June
l(J-July 12; V Corps Ild([rs., JLtly 1o--
Ang. 18; and VII Corps Hdqrs., Aug.
20- Nov. 8. While al Remiremunt, these

h[!adquarters exercised administrate ive hut
nut tactical control over the American di-
visions assigned to them.

Rougemont-le-Chilteau. Location of
32d Div. Hdqrs., June 9–July 20.

Saalcs Pass. This pass, in the northern
Vosges, is second in importance to Belfort
(hp. It gives access to the upper part
of the Breusch River valley and thence to
the Rhine River valley near Strasbourg.

S1. Di6. Location of 5th Div. Hdqrs.,
July 15-Aug. 23; 92d Div. Hdqrs., Aug.
24-Sept. 20; and 81st Div. Hdqrs., during
the peri{,d Sept. 21-Ott. 20.

This ancient town grew up til~out u
monastery established in the 7th Century.
One of the earliest printing presses was
located at this place in the 15th Century.

Schlucht PilSS. An important opening
in the (~iiste~n Vosges which gives access
t{) the valley of tile h’eeht River and the

[-ronc-Li[]e Trench of the 3kf Division, AISJCC,

June 14, 1918

upper Itllin{l. This ])ilSS WilS t,llkL!Il by

the French in August 1914 during their
invasion of ul)pcr Alstice and wits held hy
them throughout the war.

Strasbuurg. Location of an old Celtic

city which was captured by the Rornans.

It is situated at the junction of the 1]1
and Breusch Rivers, 2 miles west of the
Rhine, and has long been a point of great
strategic importance. It was ceded to
Germany in 1871 but returned to France
at the conclusion of the World War. The
city contains many interesting features.
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ClwpttrVIII

Akf ERICAN OPERATIONS IN

[TALY AND NORTHERN RUSS144

E
Xciw’1’ fol” small forces sent to to dissipating its stren@h I)y sending

I{iily and Northern Russia, all troops to other theaters of operations, as

American military operations in often pro~os.ed by Allied governments,
Europe during the World War were cOn- In two cases, however, this was ordere(l

The 332d Infantry (83d Division) with the Italian Army
July 26, 1918-March 29, 1919

— Front Line ~ Route of Advance 332d Infantry

. Scene of American Fighting —-— International Boundary

fined to the Western Front. The High by higher authority and the operations of
Command of the A.E.F. realized that the these American forces, in Italy and Rus-
decision in the war would depend upon sia, form the subject of this chapter. ]
victory or defeat on the Western Front I An American expedition, not under tho ,\. E.b”.,
and, consequently, was decidedly opposed was sent to Slheria. It is mentioned in Chapter .S IV.

(+29)



AMERICAN TROOPS IN ITALY

JULY 26, 1918–APRIL 7, 1919

T1132332d Infantry Regiment, 83d diflerent articles of
Division, with attached medical and ment, left the city

uniform and equip-

by a separate road,

supply units, was sent to the Italian front circulated during d:iylight hours in ex-
in July 1918 in response to urgent requests posed positions for both the Italians
from the Italian Government. Its princi- and Austrians to see, and returned after
pal missions were to build up Italian nightfall to its station at Treviso in as
morale and to depress that of the enemy inconspicuous a manner as possible,
Ijy creating the impression that a large On October 24, the opening day of
force of Americans had reached that front the Italian l’ittorio-Veneto offensive, the

an(f was prepil ring to enter the hattlc’ line
and to take an active part in the fighting.

The regiment was first stationed near
Lake Garda, where it trained in methods
of warfare suitable for the dii%cult
mountain terrain which comprised the
greater part of the Italian theater of oper-
ations. Early in October it moved to
Treviso, behind the Piave River Front,
where it was assigned to the Italian 31st
Division. From there, for purposes of
deceiving the enemy, it staged a series of
marches in which each battalion, with

Italian 31st Division, with the 332ii In-
fantry attached, was in reserve. It joined
in the pursuit of the fleeing Austrians on
October 29 as part of the British XIV
Corps of the Italian Tenth Army, the
American regiment forming the advance
guard of the corps. On November 3,
after several hard marches, the 332d In-
fantry established contact with an enemy
rear-guard battalion which was defending
t}~e crossings of the Tagliamento River
near the village of Ponte-dells-Delizia.

Early on November 4 the 2d Battalion

(4Y3)
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crossed the
and after a

river on a narrow footbridge
brief fight captured the Aus-

trian position on the far side. Continuing
to move forward alt)l)g the Trevisw Ildine
railroad, the 2d Battalion occupied the
town of Codroipo where it took possession
cf large stores {jf munitions iind supplies.
At 3:00 p. m., November 4, w}len the
armistice between Italy aI~d Austria-
Hungary hem.me effective, the leading
American elements were at Villorba.

After this Armistice the American troops
formed part of the Allied forces stationed
in .4ustria and along the Dalmatian coast.
The 1st and 3d Battalions were at Cor-
mons near Gorizia, Austria, Luter in
Noveml)er the 1st Battalion was ordered

to go to Treviso and the 3d Battalion to
Fiurne, Austria. The 2d Battalion was
stationed at Cattaro, Dalmatia, and a
detachment from it was sent to Cetinje,
Montenegro. In March 1919 the regi-
ment was assemhlerl in C~enoa and on
April 3 its last elements embarked from
that seaport for the United States.

In addition to this American infantry
forcr, 30 American iirnl)ulat]ce sections,
a base hospital and 54 airplane pilots
also served with the Italian Army.
The American pilots, as members of
Italitin bombardment squtidrons, engaged
in bombing raids behind the Austrian
lines, being especi~illy active during tlw
progress of the Vittorio-Veneto offensive.



.+MliRICANr TROOPS lN NORT111J2LIN RUSSIA

Slil~T1;MllLR 4, 1918–AUGUS’~ 5, 1~ 19

P1{101? to the collapse of ltussia in there. Consetluent]y an Allied force
1917, vast quantities of military sup- under British command was dispatched

plies hwl Imen assemljled in the northern by sea and on August 3, 1918, seized tlc
])iirt of 1hat country tlt the ports of Arch- city of Archangel and drove the Bolshc-
angc] :md hfurrnansk, the l:ltter being an vik troops to the south of that pluce.

American Forces in Northern Russia
Sept. 4, 1918-Aug. 5, 1919

-..- —. !
42. ~~.

Pinegaq-y__
&

/

$
.oe9a

PI

‘\

)53.

* Headquarters American Forces Northern Russia
. Scene of American Activity

)
62°

t)pe]l port. the year round though north of The British Government, through its
th~> Arctic Circle. The Supreme War Ambassador at Washington, urged Ameri-
Council believed that Allied troops should can participation in the undertaking. AS
be sent to secure these ports for the use of a result the War Department on July 23
the Allies and to save the supplies located directed the Commander-in-Chief of the
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American l+~xpwlitiorrary Forces to send
three battalions of infantry and three
rmrnpanitwof engineers t{, join this Allied
venture. ‘1’he 339Lh lnfalltry, 1st Ilattal-
ion of the 310th l+;rrgin(.(rs, 337th l’ield
Hospital and 337th Amhul:~oce Company,
all of the 85th Division, v ,re designated.
They sail{,d from l’;nglnllil, ;L1)(Iarriv(,(l

in Northern Russia (m Sel~tvmlmr 4.
Operating under 13ritis11(ommand, this

IJlaces were rIs grext a distance as 200
miles from their main I)iise at Archangel.

The American soldiers soon partici-
pated in the fighting, their first casualties
occurring on S!,pt(,ml)c~r 1(; in the general
dr(, il to the south of ot)t:z(,rskaya.

I)uring their service in Ilussia the Amer-
i(.arl troo]]s conduct{xi many smull o]mra-
tions under arduous condition s,thenormal
hardships of warfare being intensified by

t

An Ad\.im..l ~urposc of rht 339(h h,lmr,-y ii] Nw rhcrnRu>sia,
Fcl>ru.ir)21, 1919

small American collliug~ :it was soon split the deep snow, intclw cold, darliness of
up in isolated dettichn~ents protecting, winter in the Arctic Zone and the long
with Allied troops and Russian lrolunteers, Iio(,s of comrJILlrlic>iti(,]],which were in cwn-
the vitol points on the railroads and rivers staot daoger of being cut I)y the enemy.
which were the main avenues of appro:lcll I)uring January 1919 the 1301sheviki
to the coast. l’lie Americans were spreud launched :in oflensive northward between
out over a front of 450 miles and in some the l>viua ltiver and the railroad, forcing
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Coovoy lZn Route frolu Arch~ngel to lkrcznik, llussi~

Typical vicxv of the terrain of the region
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t

Tmo ~.~tl-,ols are in front of the Ilockh[)use, one returning, the ocher just s.(:lrtil)g

the evacuation of IJst-1’wlcng:i, Sh(,nkursk

and Sh(?g{)vari afkw heavy fig]lting. ‘1’his

rause(l the Allies to c:+tat)lish a new line of

defense, and in garristminx it the American
forces l)~cilnle more widely dispersed thtin
before. In March severw fighting devel-
oped around Ilolshic-(lxl’l-ki :Lncf on Nfay 1

a long-threatened att:(< i iu the vicinity of
the Vaga River, [: i,~iics southeast of

the town of Berezllik, w :M beaten ofl’.

During A],ril 1919 1he American 167th
and 168tl] Railroad ‘1’1t~)lsportation Com-
panies joined the e:, ! dition, opemting
mainly in the Murro.. Isk region. After
performing V;llUiilJle ,rvice they were
returned to h’ranrw tII[. e months later.

The Americau solclim, I,egan to l}e with-
drawn from tile forwiml lmsitions late in

May 191!). ‘1’l)cy were ussem}lled at Arch-
angel iir)(l soon t hmwafter sailed for
k’rance, being replacetf by Bi-itish troops
newly arrived from Englimd and by Rus-

sian soldiers. On August 5 the headquar-
ters of the American force in Northern
liussia was uflicial]y closed.

In the opinion of the senior American
officer the expedition was not particularly
well managed and his troops were sul)-
jecterf to needless hardships.

More than 400 casualties were sufieretf
hy this small American force, most of them
occurring after the fighting had ceased on
the l$Testern Front. In spite of this, how-
ever, and the trying nature of their serv-
ice, the American units performed their
duties with great fortitude and bravery.





I
N rear {If ( iit’ ;lr<,:lact.ual]y occupied t)y

the figl)ti IIg elements of :1 modern
army, n ~](~i~t {jrgilnizatiun is required

to keep the u,ml~at units constantly sup-
plied with tlie men and meuns necessary
for uperatiolls ;Iguilw( the enemy. llc-
pkmements (if men iLII(l :mimnls, grxwt
quantities of r:kionsj :unmunition, weap-
ons, equipment and supplies (If till kinds
must lx: ul,t:iined wrd delivered to

The building up of this organization
was one of the most difficult problems
which f:m?d t]w Comrnarlder-in-Chief of
the A.E. F. upun l~is arrival in France. It
wus imperative that the essentitd supply
servitws be nw(ly t[) opt,r:lte when the
first comlmt troops mrived :~rldihot their
facilities’ be exp:lnded progressively tu
supply the needs of the vast forces S0011

to come. In spite of the handicaps of

the frtjllt. TU :iccwmlllish this, complete

transporl:ltion futilities must he provided,
and these must not only he adequate to

htlndl(’ IIlt’ (Ln(,rnl(,tis v(,IIIII)(w (If frt,igl](
LuL als(, to mt)ve {Jrgauizations from one
poiut tu auother and to evacuak the
woundwl LO the re:m. In the A.l<;.l”.
these and {Jtller tasks, which involved the
construction ilnd operation of transporta-
tion systems, tllephurre :ind telegri~ph

lines, hospitlils, deputs, docks, mills, re-
pair sl)[>ps an{l fa(turil,s f,f variom kinds,
were p(’rform~xl by tm f)rganizati~)n I.I1OWU
successively as 1he “lJine {If C’ommunic:l--
tit~ns”, tilt’ “S{~rvi~e of ll)e Ik,ar” uod tll(!

‘(Services uf Supply” or )jriefly “S.O. S.”

emergency pressure, the great distunce
from America, a foreign language and
foreign customs, and an iilready over-
I,ur(l(,n(xi r:lilrf,ad sybt[>m itl h’rwl((’, tlw
organization wm develuped steadily so
that when the m-isis cwrne at the time of
the Meuse-Argonne offensive it was able
to haocf!e with great success the enurrnous
ciemands made hy the First Army upon it.

‘f’he “l, in(! [If C(l]nln~l]lir:tti(jns” W;IS

furmed on ,July 5} 1917, shortly ufter
(leneral P{,rxhing ;:rrived in F’rimue. At
tlI:iL iime it wtis giw,n n,) definite houn(l-
uries I)ut consisted m;iinly of tile pf~rt of
St. N iiziii],c and t})e city of Nevcrs, t,lle lut-
ter being the Headquarters of the Advance

(43’7)
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Section. Its active area was gradually communication began within the United
extended, however, and on Fe~jruarY States and extended across the sea to
16, 1918, the “Line of Communications” France. They entered France mtiinly
was reorganized and called the “Service of fit ports along its western coast from 13rest
the Rear”. This designation was changed southward, as those farther ncmth were
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@ General Headquarters A. E. F. @ Headquarters S. O. S. ● port used by S. O. S.
O Important Town ~Line of Jan. 1918 ++++ Railroad

‘------ Section BounrJary Numbers indicate base sections

on March 13, 1918, and throughout, the alre:dy heavily hurdeneci with British
remainder of its existence the orguniza- tind lhx,nch tra~lc. ‘f’he rnilway lines
tion was known as the “Services of Sup- whirh ran northeastward from t}lese
ply” or more generally as the “S.0.S.” southern ports to the main areas of Ameri-

The American lines of supply and can operations were selected for the use



*

of the A.l’; .h’., thus av{)idil]g ihf, (011-

gested region n(ar l’:iris W}I(,W tlI(’ gr{,atc’r

port of the l’rx,nch w:~rfactc]rits :Itlfi l:lrg[’
supply depots were located.

For purposes of :Id]llillistl,illit)n the
S.O.S.was(iivide[l itltcJsc’![’r:Ll l,:kxsec-
tions, located around thcp,)rtsof (ieharlia-
tion, and one interlnedixit, an(l c,ne ad-
vance section lucat.,d
progressively near(, r
the front lines. ltvcti -
tually there werx? nine
base sections, i]loudi,lg
one in England, one in
Italy andonc c{Jml]ris-
ing Antwerp at)d lto[-
terdam. Th~?extenl, )f
the S.O.S.anri iLster[i-
torial organization at
the time of the .4rnli-
stice me shown on Ille
preceding sli(?t(.)~.

The Commanding
General of the S.().S.
wasresponsib)e dirwl Iy
to the Commander-in-
Chief of t.i~e A.lli”.
Hewusin chargeof ;Lll
activities of the Sel v-
ices of Supp!y ~lndof ;Ll[
personnel and mat6ritl
from the moment th{:y
arrived at the pot 1s

until they reach {,(1
points in t}ic f,,rw:,rd
areils (1(’si~;n~~t(’d I,y
G.H.Q. lie ttmrdinated
the w(]rk (,f the di[l’er-
ent, SUPI)IY I)ran(.llt+,

surh as t},t (lu:lr( (r-

masl(, l’, (,]l~ill({,r,

ordnance, signal, trwls-
portati(, n, aviittit,n,
chemicul warfiire and

l)oard, was created to supervise and

(ordinate such purchases. The effl-

(,icn(,y of this agency as well as its great
VUIUCis illustrated hy the fact that from
June 1917 to December 1918 approxi-
rn:itely 10,193,000 ship tons of material
were acquired in Europe for the use cf the
Ameri{, arr Army, while shipments from

medical, and so j)lann((l t lI;It, ::s f:ir M

he purch:lscxl in I;rrrvjjw, so an a&II(y of
the S.0.S., calie<i tlw Ger]eyul I’urcl~asilig

the United States to
the A.lfl.1~. during that
same period iimounted
to al)pr(, ximately
7,675,000 ship tons.

A further saving in
tonnage was made hy
the formation of a
salvage service, which
collected, repaired and
reissued discarded
shoes, hats, clothing and
other articles of equip-
ment. This service,
hesides saving much
raw material, reclaimed
for use supplies valued
at $126,367,322.

The construction of
tke many establish-
ments and facilities
Jle(!eSSaryt[J the prOf)er

functioning of the sup-
ply service was per-
formed chiefly by
American engineer
troops.” Nearly 1,000
miles of st:ll)(l;tr(l-g:ltlgc
rail way tracks; 4 docks,
with 23 hertlls, includ-
ing the necessary equip-
mcnt for u n 1{) a(l i ng
sllij)s; ai)f~ut 25,000,(100
s{luare feet of covered
.stor+lge simce; 16,000
b arr :i c 1{s, which, if

])IiItd en(i t{) end, would have reached
;](};1 miles, or from Washington, D. C., to
All):[ny, N(w Yurii; Imlieries; scvmai
errorrn{)us h[wpitais; refrigeration pitints;
an[i many other structures were built by
tile A rnerican .Army in I?rance. The base
hmpit;d center at Mars consisted of 700
buildings, with a floor space of 33 acres.
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One of the refrigerating plants could
sf.ure 6,500 tons of meat and produce 500
tons of ice per clay; and one of the me-
chanictil bakeries had a daily c:ipacity of
800,000 pounds uf bread, enough to fill
about 50 standard American freight cars.
Forestry operations, which produced more
than 200,000,000 feet of lumber and about
4,000,000 railw~ly tics, were carrird on t.u
assist in providing the materials needed
in tile cr)nstrucf.if)n program, the size of

motives and 56,000 cars for the Allies.
The su~lplies collected were storwd ut

different points between the base ports
and tile combat m~ne. It was inadvisidde
to place large quantities too cluse to the
front because of the enormous losses and
conse(4uent sc:wcity of supplies which
would result if the Crermans made a suh-
stunt. ial advau[w. OntlIe other hand, if
stored near ~he base Imrts they would be
too far from tile battle front and an inter-

which is indicut~’d hy tile ex:Lnlples tlmt
have just Iw(,n given in this puragral)ll.

The transportation of supplies required
a great amount of rolling stock. As only
a part of this could be procured from the
French, assembly plants were erected in
which more than 1,500 locomotives and
18,000 cars were constructed fr{,m parts
received from the U“nited States. A rner-
ican railrutid repair shops in France also
reconditioned ~ippr~)xinlately 2,000 loco-

ruption of the ]iues of communication
would interfere with sending them for-
wfird and thus seriously embarrass t}~e
troops in contact with the enemy. De-
pots were therefo~e established in the base,
intermediate and advance sectiuns, thuse
in the advance section containing rela-
tively small reserves and being located w
new to Llle romhat areas as practicable.
It was originally planned that sufficient
reserve siocks should be kept in France
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I’(,:l(llcd :1 stmlgth of (;.14,540 ln(,l), IIOL
it](lu(li]lg 23,772 civil i:([l Cnil)l{)yecs ctir-
riu(l {)11its rolls, :llld ~[)m])rist~(l:il)()(it 01)(,
tllir(l of tlI(I :Im(,tictl]l s(]l[li(,rs it) l~;urI)lK.

‘~lIe vit:~l imp(, rt,iince (,f the S.O.S. WI(I
its value tu tllc figl]ti]]g troops are in(li-
cate[l l)y ‘the following telegram which
w:is s(’nt (;n Septt’mlx,r 23, 1918, :Lfter tlw
su(,(.(,ssflll ilttil(.li of t}le Americun 1+’irst
Army in the St. Nlihicl r(gion, to the
(’{)lt)]fl:lt!flit)~ (1(, n(,riil (If tlI(, S(,rvi(.(s of
SulI]jly Ily tll(: C(llll]rl:tl]({t,r-iij-Ctli~,f (,f
the A. E. F., who at the time was :IISO
directly in command of tl]e First Army:

“I wtint the ofllcer’s and men of t,he
S.O. S., ufi(](, r your (,ommund, to lillt)W

how rnrrcll thc~ 1{’irst Army :ippreciates

tlle ~)romr)t r(,s])(JI1se made tu every (l(.-

mand for mm, equillment, sup~)lies :Ind
t,ransp~}rtution necess:wy to curry out the
r(~(x,nt opcratit)l]s. l’lc?ast? extend to all

our Ilc,arty ct)llgrilt~lliltio]]s and say that
tl](y snare the SLI( ((ss with us. ”



LOCATIONS IN FRANCE OF ACTIVITIES

OF THE SERVICES OF SUPPLY

THE following list gives some of the
places in France where establishments

were created or operated by the Services
of Supply. This list although incomplete
will give an idea of the magnitude of the
work performed by that organization.

HEADQUARTERS,S.0.S.

Tours. Also aviation instruction center
and base depot; refrigeration plant.

A beautiful fountain at Tours erected
by the United States Government com-
memorates the services of the S.0.S. It
is located on the Quai d’0r16ans at the
southern end of the Pent Wilson. For a
description of this memorial see page 479.

ADVANCESECTION*

Bazoilles-sur-Meuse. Hospital center;
salvage plant; storage depot; cold-storage
and ice-making plant; medical school.

Beaune. A university, established here
by the A.E.F. after the Armistice, was
attended by about 9,000 Americans; hos-
pital center; general storage depot.

Belfort. Motor transport repair shops.
Besan~on. Location of a forestry dis-

trict headquarters and remount depot.
Bourbonne-les-Bains. Remount depot

and veterinary hospital; medical supply
depot; advance motor transport center.

Chfitillon-sur- Seine. Location of II
Corps schools; air service school in gun-
nery and observation; gasoline storage
depot; field and mechanical bakeries.

● See map, page 43S, for location of these Sections.

Colombey-les-Belles. Air service de-
pot for advance section of the S.0.S.

Commercy. Remount depot and vet-
erinary hospital; motor transport center,

Contrex6ville. Hospital center.
Corbeil. Coffee roasting plant.
Dijon. Advance quartermaster depot;

motor transport shops; camouflage plant;
air service depot; forestry district hdqrs.

Donjeux. Tractor artillery repair shops;
motor transport service park.

Doulaincourt. Ordnance shops.
Eclaron. Location of a forestry dis-

trict headquarters. ●

Epinal. Motor transport overhauling
and repair shop; forestry district hdqrs.

Gondrecourt. I Corps schools.
HanIon Field, 1 mile east of Chaumont.

Location of A.E.F. gas defense school.
Haussimont. Artillery observation

school; training center for railway artil-
lery; ordnance training center and repair
shop for artillery on railway mounts.

Is-sur-Tflle. Headquarters of Advance
Section of S.0.S., Sept. 17-Nov. 1, 1917;
regulating station, from which more than
1,000,000 men were supplied at one time;
largest bakery in the A. E. F.; ordnance
school and shops; air service intermediate
depot; artillery camp; important center
of railroad construction in this area.

Jonchery. Advance quartermaster de-
pot; advance ammunition storage depot;
center of railroad construction; ordnance
school; advance motor transport center.

New Cars and Trucks Assembled at Bassens, October 1, 191s
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Horses for [he American ForcesJust Un!oaded at Bordeaux

Langres. Army schools, which in-
cluded 17 separate schools; motor trans-
port repair and supply center; hospital
center; Headquarters of the Advance Sec-
tion, Services of Supply, during the period
from January 20 to June 28, 1918.

L60nval. Advance miscellaneous stor-
age depot; chemical warfare ammunition
depot and repair shops.

Le J’aldahon. Aerial observation school
for artillery; field artillery school and
training camp; ordnance repair shop;
location of veterinary hospital.

Liffol-le-Grand. Regulating station;
depot camp; railroad repair shop and
engine terminal; mechanical bakery; scene
of many large general activities.

Lux. Location of a remount depot and
~-s:erinary hospital.

31ai11y. Heavy artillery school before
removal to Angers; artillery camp.

310ntiers-sur-Saulx. Location of a
remount depot and veterinary hospital.

Nancy. Location of a remount depot.
~eufch~teau. Headquarters of the

.kd~-ante Section, S.0.S., Nov. 1, 1917–Jan.
20 znd after OCt. 23, 191S; motor trans-
por! overhaul park; veterinary hospital.

Nogent-en-Bassigny. Headquarters of
the Advance Section, S.0.S., during the
period, June 28 to October 23, 1918.

Rimaucourt. Hospital center.
St. Dlzier. Regulating station.
Sampigny. Location of a large motor

transport park and repair center.
TOUL Important hospital center; re-

frigeration plant; veterinary hospital.

vaucouleurs. Advance storage depot.

Vitrey. Trench artillery school center.

Vitry-le-Franfois. Motor transport re-

pair center; important railroad junction.

INTERMEDIATE SECTION

Aix-les-Bains. central point of the

principal leave area for the A.E.F.

Allerey. Hospital center; storage depot;

ice-making and cold-storage plant.

Autun. Military police school.

Blois. Reclassification camp for otli-
cers; concentration and reclassification
point for enlisted casuals discharged from
hospitals in the A.E.F.

Bourges. Location of the central rec-
ords office for all personnel of the A. E. F.;
ordnance school, shops and depot; for-
estry district headquarters; field bakery.



SOIriilg S.ilV.lgcJ Shoes

(’hfiteanroux. Gas masli salvage dC3-
])ot; forestry district headquarters.

C’hirron. Location of the Chemical
\\:arfare Service training center.

Chrrnecy. III Cor])s schools.
(’lcrl~lont-l~{,rr~tn{l. Training cen(t’r for

heavy tractor art illcry; aviation instruc-
tion center; ordnance training center and
repair shops; hosl)it al ufmter; quartermas-
t(,r depot; location of a field bakery.

Dccize. hlotor traosl)ort school.
(lien. Heavy artillery tractor school;

forestry district headquarters.
(Iifivrcs. G(mcral intermediate sh]rage

(Ieput, tile largest d(,]mt in tl)c A.lt.11’. It

reached a strength of shout 700 officers
and 25,000 soldiers. Included in this
depot were the liirgest refrigeration and
ice-making plant in the A.12.F.; coffee
roasting phrnt and field baliery; coal and
gasoline storage; central baggage office;
remount dc,pot and veterinary hospital.
Center of railroad construction.

Crenohlt,. one of the leave areas.
Issoudun. Aviation instruction center

(comprising 12 flying fields; intermediate
fluarterm;islcr dv}mt; ammunition storage

depot; site of prisoner of war enclosure.
1’:1(:111X{). Lotati(~n of a forcsl ry dis-

trict l~t~:~(l(~~]~;rt(lrs.
Le Blrrnc. 1+’ieldartillery motor train-

ing center and ordnance repair shop.
I.C MiIllS. ltc])la(cment depot; rifIc

range with 775 targets; motor irans])ort

repair she]); (!h:iplilins’ school. After

the Armistice this was tile princilJul arcu

in Which ~roopS” Werr! aSSemhk!d, ins] Jectc’ri

:Lll{l (Jt[uil)])(wl l)r($j);lrat(}ry 1[) Cllll)ar’liing
for the Uniled States. Its maximum
capacity was 230,000” men.

LCPuy. Forestry district headquarters.
Mars. IJocatit)]l of a llos~Jital c(’nt{:r,

hlcllull-sllr-~bvro. lmcat.ion of largest

ordnance repair shop in A. E. F., where
rifles, machine gulls and cannon were re-
conditioned; storage depot.

Mesves-sur-140ire. One of the largest
hospital centers of the A.E. F.

Nloll(ierrll:llllllt’. Central internwdi-
ate storage depot, similar to the one at
Gidvres but only half completed at the
time the hostilities ceased.

Mon(louis. Potato storage depot.

Neuvy-hilloux. ‘rank center.

Nevers. Heirdquarters of the Advance
Section, S.0.S., July 10-Sept. 17, 1917;
Headquarters of the Intermediate Sec-
tion, S.0.S., after Sept. 17, 1917; also an
irnport ant railroad and storage center;
~)rincipal loeomot ive re]mir shops of the
Expcditionilry Ffmces; veterirlaryhospitu].

Drafring :11](Jpcr.ition M;ip



I’orrt-rle-(’hrix. (i as cylillfler lillillg]]lunt
ru]l by tllc (’llemi(.:tl W:(rfare ,S(,rvico

Pouilly. T.ocati,,l] (If a supl)]y {I(ILII)l.
Richelieu. Can~p fur officer prisoners

of war, more than 800 lwing confined.
Romnranlin. A\iiitio]l ])roduc(ioll

ccntw and base d(’pot;mut(jr transport
repair shop atld storage d(’pot.

St. Aiguan. Re],lilcetrI[’l~t.depot. After
the Armistice it I,(wamc a cl~!aring ptjint
for lr{N)Iw r(lur,,il,:: 101111,IIllil([l Stii[(,s.

St. l’i(.rrc-dtw-( ‘orps. (’{,IILI’:11 C;llll])
for prisoners of war; supIIly (1(’pol; sulvage
plant; postal all(l st iitisl i(’ill bllr(’aus.

!kll(,s-sur-( ‘I)(w. It(,llll)lltll (1(,]) 01.

Swlgy. I.ucuti{,ti of ii ren){]uj)t (!(,I)OL

tirr(l vett>ritlary hos])ita].

l’olbrrnne. 1tlfantry s(I]()()I for ofli(,er
canrlirfates; location of a Jield l)aliCry.

Verneuil. Llotur transport reconstruc-
tion shop of the A .11.11’.; motor transl)ort

sul)l)ly (I(,l)l)L ; ]Jriso])(,r of w,ur (Jn(,ltwur(J.
Vichy. lA,(wiion of :I)l,)sl)ital(.(,lll(:r,

I) JSTR1(’T 01” l>..illIS

Arnorrvillc-lcs- (ionessc. Artillery sec-
tion of the Armyirnti-airrmift schuol.

(’lichy.la-~irrmrnc. Air lmsed(’l]ot.
IJe Rourgct. ‘~empc)rtiry r{’g~tlk~ti~~~~sta-

tion wllith inclu(l(’d Noisy -l+Sccalld was
used in colljuuction wit}] tllc 1+’n,nrh.

]{.~srcsE(:TIoN ?40, I

Augers. IIeavy artillery sch[ml; enEi-
neer training I)ase; ordna]ltw training
center al]d repair shops; railroud trans-
portation olfi~:ers’ sclkoul; hospital eer,[er;
location of a cold-storage ]jlant.

Thrrrg& P’orestry rfistrict, heurfquarters.
~()~t([ui(litn. Artillery traininx camp;

lll)l’ iill ot)s{)rv:lti(]ll s(,]l{J(J];v(,lc,ril~iiry ]){j,s-
pital; ordnance repair shop; storage dejwl,.

Donges. Ammul)i(i,,lL depot.
Lcs Sal)l(:s-[1’ol{~n]le. Secon{iirry ]Iort

of entry, prin<.i}mlly used for roiil.
Meucon. F’iel(l artillery lrainiog caml);

artillery 11(,1’iillol)scrv:tti, )li schrd; or(l -
nancc rwpair shop for rnol)ilc artillwy.

Mrmluir. l.arg(, sl[]r:ige’ depot and
rai]road y:wds; (Lllgitle tcrnliflak and rai]-
roarl repoir SI1OII;(oal storage y:irds. A
large new dock to ac(.ommodate eight sllil)s

lL$’I’]JIII :ll(;i~lrCS

“1’l)ir,l I,,i-gcsc io the ,Iorl,!, co,lsrr,,cccd l)} A. E. F,

wus Un(i[lis[wd at the time of the Armj-
stice. This was the rrrain depot for sup-
])li(,s rcxx:iv(,(l al the port of St. Nazaire.

Nantes. Port of entry; motor assem-
l,l~~~,l]drel~airsllor); hospital center.

St. Jeun-dc-illonts. Location of iln
:L(’1’iulgunnery ilil(l ikll ol’(lll:lll (l! S(:llOO1.”

S(. Nuzairc. lIeadquarters of IIuse
Section No. 1; principal freight port, about
2,552,000 tons of freight were received here
before nay 1, 1919; remount depot and
veterinary hospital; ice-rnaliing andrefrig-
~r~tiOll pl~Iltj center Of IILi]IXJd COIISt RI C!-

tirm; locomotive erecting shops; camps.
Saumur. Artillery school for ofllcers

and candidates for commission; baliery.
Savenily. Hospital center for wounded

I)(i]lg](,lllr]lt’cl to the United States.

11/4S1,1SECTION NO. ?

Angou16me. (lrclnance training center
:i]ld r{,puir sllo IM; training renter for per-
sunnei of artillery arnmunitiun trains.

Russens. Large American docks; stor-
age warrh(mscs and ~wld-storage plant;
ll~a~,llille rt,[mir sht)l) for th{, (ral]slmrt
service; t:l]giilet(:rnlillal; celltcr of railroad
constrrrction and many other activities.

Boyonne. Ot)e of the smaller ports
us(?d by the A. E. F.; remount depot.

Beau Ddscrt- Hospital center-; small
storage d~.pot; prisuner of war enf,losure,

Rordeaux. IIeadquarters of 13ase Sec-
lion No. 2. At the time of the Armistice
this port was rapidly I)ecoming the priuci-
pal freight port of the A. IC.1+’.and by May
1, 191!), it had received al)out 2,197,000



tons. In its vicinity were a large num-
ber of sawmills, hospitals and warehouses.

Carbon-Blanc. Location of a remount
depot and ~reterinary hospital.

Cazaux. Aerial gunnery school.
Dax. Forestry district headquarters.
Hendaye. Remount depot.
Lalwit. Forestry district head quarters.
La Courtine. Field artillery training

camp; miscellaneous storsge depot.
Lc (’ourneau. Field artillery training

camp; miscellaneous storage depot.
I.ibonrne. Heavy tractor artillery train-

ing center; ordnance training center and
shops; miscellaneous storage depot.

I.imoges. IIeavy tractor artillery train-
ing center; ordnance training center and
shops; storage de])ot; hospitid cent{, r.

M6rignac. Remount depot,
Mimiznn. Location of a forestry dis-

trict headquarters.
I’aaillac. Naval air station; port of

entry and port of embarkation for troops

Asscn)lding :111AIncI-ic:In I.oc[)n]o[ivc ,]t Ill,

SI. N,!,.litc SIIt)ps of tl]c S (), S.

returning to the LTnited States after hos-

tilities had ceased; small storage yard.

Perigueux. Hospital center.
Ponterrx-lcs-J~ orges. Forestry district

headquarters; location of a field bakery.
St. I,oubt!s. Large base depot; ord-

nance stmr:ige depot ; oil storage tunk;
center of railroad construction.

St. Snlpicc. Large storage depot; cof-
fee-roasting plant; field bakery; coal stor-
age yard; center of railroad construction.

Sollg6-( ’llallll~-dc-r~ir. Artillery con-
centration and training camp; balloon,
aerial gunnery and observation schools;
ordnance repair shop and remount depot.

JIASE SECTION NO. 4

( ‘alais. (}ne of the ports used by Amer-
ic:in troops arriving l)y way of England.

Lc Havre. Headquarters of Base Sec-
tion No. 4; auxiliary port for American
shipping; most of the men trans-shipped
from England landed here; storage depot;
refrigeration plant; location of a motor
t r;lr)sl)ort s(’rvic(l and rerel)t ion Imrks.

ltollen. l’ort of {’ntry for gasoline, coal
and other supplies; motor transport shops.

DASI? SECTION N(J. 5
k

lhwsi. Headquarters (Jf~~2W Section
No. 5; ])rincipal port for debarkation and
eml)arkation of troops. A lighterage
wharf, warehouses and refrigeration plant
v,,erf? constructed I)y Americans them.

A I)t,autiful monurncnt to con>memo-
ratc tl)e tit.l~i~:v{~n~(:l]t.sof the United
States Navy during the World War has
been erected by the American Govern-

(446)
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ment oll an old fortification wall over- Miramas. Storage deput for the port
looking [he harl .Ir. See page 475 fora of Marseille; prisoner of war enclosure.
general t!wcripti,,,l of tliis memorial. Nice. Main town in Riviera leave area.

Cherbourg. }’t,rt of debarkation for
troops arriving I,J way of England. BASE SECTION NO. 7

Granville. Po[t of entry for coal. Aigrefeuille. Location of a base depot;
Pontan6zen Ilii,.rttcks. Largest Amer- classitication yards and coal storage depot.

ican camp in Fralce; rest camp for troops La Pallice. Headquarters of Base Sec-
debarking or eml ,rliing at Brest. tion No. 7 for a time; port of entry for oil

Renncs. Locol:~otive terminsd; repair and other freight; gasoline storage depot;
shop for railroad tais and Iot. umotives. refrigcratioo plant and remount depot.

Loading Cws ;Lt Quwtermascer Depot NTO. 1, Nevcrs

Note women l~borers employed foc this work

SL Male. [At;lV(! (t>II(($I’ iii IIrilluny;

secon(lary I]ort of entry, mainly for coal.

B.4SU SE CTIO.N N<). !;

hfarseillc. I{e:i(lquarkrs of Base Sec-

tion N(). 6; motor r(,({,ption park; ren]uullt

depot. Due to suljmaritie activities in the
Mediterranean aml the greater distance
from America this ]),,rt was Iiot USCC!extctl-
siv[?ly I)Y thi: Anlerioan ~~~xl)(~[litioll:lry
Forces during t}]c war. Aftvr th(~Arnlisti[v,
it wiIs a sccon(lary ]wrt of (?nll);lrkation
for tron]w returning to the United States.

i,a I?ocll(,ll{!. I1(’:d(loarters of IIast}
Section No. 7tift.er removal from lial’allice;
operated as a port in conjunction wit’n
La Pallice; railroad car erection center;
remount depot and veterinary hospital.

Mararts. Location of a secondary coal
port and coal storage depot.

hfortagne. Cement plant, leased from
the French, was operated by the S.0.S.

Rochcfort. Port for coal and general
(argo; site of prisoner of war enclosure.

Tonnay-{’hurentc- Coal lmrt and coal
storage depot, operating with Rochefort.
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OPERA ~’lo NS OF TH1: [J NI’I’ED STATES NAVY

IN THE WOI{I.11 WAR

T
111.:ihfo) w(l/io)l !jiwn il~ (hi’s (’h((p! (v’
is b(I.wl NImu d(III/.fKr-r( ishcd (~jicially

by //(( Swre[(cr!l (/,fI}(CNo og.
When the United States entered the

war the Alliud N>i~,ies appeured to be
lucking in efi~ttive ]~1,.:lnsf{jc (.ornhating
the German s,lljmariu,+ which had st,wted
a campaign ,t’ unrc.,1ricted warf:lre two
months prev i(~usly. lt wus exhernely
important, I llC’1”[’fOl”(,,th:lt inrmediilte

of shi])ping a month, w]li(:l) WaS mu~})

greater tlkan 1he rate of replacement.

The task facing the American Navy

was one of tremen(lous difliarlty. lt

had to apsist as soon as possible in coun-

teracting the slll)lmurine mentice and in
addition had to organize means of pro-

viding passage across the Atlantic for
hundreds of thousunds of Americtin
troo])s and cmorrnolis (]uant it it~sof srr])])lit,s.

American niivill assist ante l)e furnished
to aid ih(>rn in rnt,eting ih(? crisis.

Admir:il William S. Sims, WI]O WM
to become Ct)lr~nlul]flt3r-in-Cl]ief of the
United States Nav:il Forces in Europem
waters, landed in l?ngliind s}lortly after
Amerim’s entry into the war turd est,alJ-
lished his headquarters tit London. He
was at once informed hy the Ilritisll
autlkor ities thut if 1(MX2Sdue to hostile
sub]nurines were not checked quickly the
Allies would probably lx defeate(l, ns
they were then losing about 800,000 tons

Acti(Jn ;Jgainst sul)rnirrillw was initiated

at once hy (lisp:ltc})ing to I~uroI~e the
limitt,d nunll,tr of destroyers then avail-
ul)lu. These were augmented by crrn-
verted yachis, gunhuats, small cruisers
and revenue cutters, and immediate steps
were taken trr l)uild additional destroyers.

The first fighting unit of the American
Navy to arrive in European waters was a
detachment of six destroyers whicl), on
May 4, 1917, steamed into t}~e harbor at
Quecnstown, lreland, where a main base
was established. ‘r]lis force was soon
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increased to 34 destroyers. A main base the war the Cruiser and Transport Force
was later estal)iished at Ilmst, and the was organiz(?d to carry American troops
force operating from there gradually overseas. The few suitable vessels avisil.
grew in size until it approximated that able were taken over by the Government
of Queenstown. A third main base at once and the German liners interned

I American Naval Activities in European Waters I

~ Naval Headquarters t SubChaser Base ~ Au Force

● Main Base, Destroyers, etc. o Battleships = I Mme Barrage

A Minor Base @ Submarmes + Mme Base

was t?stal)lish(,{l at (lihraltar. s(~(wndary in American Dorts were later ridded to

bases were established ulong the 13ay if J.very el~ort was madethis lieet. ““
Biscay and at various other places along throughout the war to obtain additional
the European and Mediterranean coast. ships for this service, which carried a

Soon after the United States entered total of 911,000 men to Europe, or a little



less than lldf l~f’tllc! numlmt’ Sent. hfust

of th(? rcmaill(l (’r wer(? t.rilnsported in

ships under 13riiish control.
T() guard ag.linst submarine attack,

American trans[ ,orts making the trip to
Europe were, its far as practicable,
gathered into gri IItps and escorted through

the di~l)g~r zo!) ~ l)y destroyers and other
armed vessels. ‘f’his method of comlmt-
ing the submarine menace was most suc-

cessful and the results obtained were re-

markable. Not a single vessel of the

Cruiser and Tmnsport Force was lost

on the eastward voyage, although three

ships returning to the United States were

sunk out of a to(al of five torpedoed.
Nearly all the troops who crossed the

Atlantic in Am~iican and French ships
landed at Fren c1, ports, while those going
in other vessels ;t,nded in England. This
necessitated the (’stablishrnent of a small
transport forc( ,If American ships at
st)Uthillnl)tOI) , I I)e chief port used for

reembarkation 1.) France, in order to aug-

ment tile Dritisll [’ross-channel service.

As the numl,~ I of troops overseas in-

creased, the tmi. of supplying them be-

came more difiiiult. This problem was

met k)j’ the fortn:li ion of the Naval OVer-

seas ‘rrWISI)Ortd ion Service, which was

a force distinct from the troop transport

organization. It developed into a fleet

of more than 400 vessels, man ncd by ap-
proximately 4,500 officers and 29,000 men.
To form this great organization it was
necessary t o ~~ilit! V(WS(,IS from cv[vy

available source, and included in it were

ships taken over from the Shipping
Board, n{,w txmnage resulting from the
int~’llsiv(~ l)oil[lillg ])l’(J~ril Ill of th(~ l?m(’r-

gency l’ltwt Corporation)” and u number

of ships which were I}rought from the
GrfXlt lAll,(<fitlll!l{,r (“ollSi(ll,riL])l(? (lif]i(:Ul-

ti(~s. ‘1’tl(! [.ollV(l~ SYSICIY) WilS ;11S()US(’(1

lnSOfLIr 11SI){)SSil,ll? in ih~ oper~ltion” of thiS

fleet, aII,l only )J(:ven vessels w(?rc lost by

coelmy :I(tion. This WM consi(lered an

exceptionally fit I(’ record.

As S()()11;1s [l},’ s:lf(’ty of t])(’ tt’:~llsports

and sLIpply s]lips had been reasonably

assured, aggressive steps were txken

agaimt enemy submarines. This was

(4s1)
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done hy the laYing of mine barrages,
the emlj]owent of a huting force of
smaI] ships, supplemented by aircraft,
md the uy.e of submarines.

Before America’s entry into the war
the British had considered closing the
northern {Intrance to the Ncrth Sea by
placin~ :1 mine barrage from Scotland to
Norwuy, }Iut had given Up this idea as
imPracliculJe. The American naval au-
thoritit,s fplt, however, that with a new
type of mine which had been developed
in the Ilnitt>d States this scheme could be
undert:dm successfully. In October
1917 it W:ksdecided to make the attempt,
in conjul, ction with the British, and the
constru(tiO1l Cf mines was begun in the
United St,iites. The total length of the
mine l~:trrage to be put down was 270

miles, :11)(I tbe estimated number of
mines )x,quired was about 75,000. Bases

were est:t[)]ished on the eastern coast Of

Scotlan(l, IlecessaV vessels were procured

and e(lui])~)ed, and in hfarch 1918 opera-

tions W(,r(t begunby the 13ritish and in

June by t ~)e L?nited States. By the time

hostilit i(,s ceased the British had placed

~pproximately 14,000 mines and the
.Amcri[.L1ls 56,000, ~S a result of which 12
enemy sll~lnlarines are known definitely to

have been put out of action either by
bekg sunk or considerably damaged.

Plans were also made for placing mine
barrages in other areas, and a mine base
was planned at Bizert a, Tunis, from where
operations were to be conducted in the
Adriatic and Aegean Seas, but the signing
of the Armistice halted the undertaking.

In order to establish a large and effec-
tive hunting force of surface vessels, con-
struction was undertaken in America of
several hundred boats called “submarine
chasers”. These were small wooden ves-

sels, 110 feet long, powered by gasoline

motors, and equipped with sound-detect-

ing devices. A force of 135 of these ves-

sels was sent to Europe. Most of them

based at Plymouth, England, Queens-

town, lreland, and Corfu, Greece, and

were very effective in the protection of

merchant shipping. During the period

cf operation of the Plymouth detachment

between Start Point and Lizard Head not

a single merchant vessel was lost in its

area as a result of German submarine

attacks. A detachment from the Corfu

group sailed from Brindisi, Italy, with

the Allied fleet and participated with it

in the attack on the Austrian port of

Durazzo, doing especially valuable work
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in screening the larger vessels of the fleet
from attack by Austrian submarines.

In June 1917 a small detachment of the
Naval Air Service arrived in Europe and
soon thereafter the establishment of avia-
tion bases was begun along the French,
English and Italian coasts in order to
assist in the escort of shipping. At the
signing of the Armistice this force had
developed into an organization of approx-
imate y 19,000 officers and enlisted men,
operating from 27 bases.

The operations of this force against
hostile craft at sea were very successful.
With its growth, plans were made for
offensive action against the submarines
at their bases, and eight squadrons, based
near Calais and Dunkirk, frequently
bombed the Belgian ports of Zeebruge,
Ostend and Bruges until they were freed
in the autumn of 1918 by the attacks of
the Allied Armies. Until the cessation of
~ostilities the American naval air unita
‘also helped the Royal Alr Force by opera~
“ing against objectives which aided the
advance of the northern British Armies.

The Allied naval authorities having
decided to employ some of their own
submarines as an additional means of
combating similar hostile craft, two
groups of American submarines were dis-
patched to European waters. One group
operated from Ponta Delgada, Azores,
and the other from Berehaven, Bantry
Bay, Ireland, and effectively covered
the areas in the vicinity of these places.

During the early days of America’s
effort there appeared to be no necessity
for dispatching any great portion of her
battle fleet to European waters. There-
fore, except for two divisions, it remained
on the American side of the Atlantic,
where it was engaged principally in train-
ing the large numbers of recruits taken
into the Navy during the war.

Of the two divisions of battleships sent
to Europe, one, comprising four vessels
later increased to five, joined the British
at Scapa Flow in December 1917, there-
after participating in operations of the
Grand Fleet. The other division of
three battleships took station in 1918 at
Berehaven, from where it was to operate
against any enemy raiding cruisers that
might break through the cordon drawn
around the German coast.

Aside from the foregoing purely navaf
operationa, a brigade of marines served
as part of the 2d Division, and five 14-inch
naval guns on railroad mounts, manned
by naval personnel, operated along the
battle front firing against distant targe@.
These naval railroad batteries arrived in
France during July and August, 1918,
and were all in action during October.
They continued in service taking part in
the fighting until the Armistice.

To commemorate the achievements of the
Navy, memoria 1s have been erected at
Bre-st and Gibraltar bg the United Stutes
Government. Informatwn concerning these
memorials may be jound in Chapter XII.



PARTIAL LIST OP ADD1’1’j ONAL PLAC13S

WHERE AMERICAN NAVAL ACTIV lTlliS OCCURRED IN l; URL)l’li

Bordeaux. The Naval Distri{t IIea&
quarters, located here, directed the opera-
tions of vessels engaged in convoy work
and submarine hunting in this vicinity.
Near the city the construction of a high-
powered naval radio station was under-
taken for communication with the United
States, but this was still under construc-
tion at the time the Armistice was signwl.

(’ardiff, lt’ales. .4merimn Nava! llcad-

quarters for the administration of the

coal transport service, which carried mid
for the Army from this port to France.

Gil)rallar. A naval force operating
from here made many attacks upon sub-
marines, and during July and August,
1918, escorted 25 I]er cent of all Mediter-
r:in[wn cf)m,oys to French ports, as well

..

●

. . . . ,.-:, ->+ - .-.
--.——

illlltcd Sl,llcs ‘1’, ,Ill,pol 1 (,,0/,{,. ll’,,l/’//,,f/, f//, ILll[l, dllp

d .1 Slll)ll) ’11111(, [J1’MI .1[ lhcs(

Rrcst. American Naviii lleiid{]uarters as 7{} ]wr c(ljt of ail cunvoys to
in France and mtiin port of d[~l)arliation
for troops carried on American naval
transports. A force of over 30 destroyers
and many yachts which l)asmi lic,rc o]wr-
ated as escorts for troop and supply con-
voys . During July and August, 1918,
over 3,000,000 tons of shipping were con-
voyed in tind out of ]hwnch ]Iurts l)y ves-
sels from this base with a loss of less than
one-tenth of 1 per cent of this shipping.

]Lnglish
ports from tl)f: vicinity of Gibraltar.

Inverness, Scotland. The main base

for American mining operations in the
NM,(I1 S{w. ~:is cs(al}lishcxl at this port
in the autumn of 1917.

Killingholme, England. An American
naval air base was located here. Planes
t,]wrating from it flew approximately
57,00() srm miles while escorting about
6,(IOOvessels through the submarine zone.
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.in)cli~;l,] S,ll>n)<iri[le Ofl the Co,+st of Ilclirocf

Paoillac. .%0 asseml)ly plant for all
naval I)];lnrs shi!]jx,([ to the (~ontinent
was locat(’d hm-e. .1 force of shout 5,000
offlet?rs and nl(~tl Ijililt anti operated it.

Porto (<orsini, 1laly. Ameri(an naval
fryers t’r{,m this I,nse, whi(h was take,,
over frtjn] tht, lt:lliill~s in <July 1918, par-
ticipated in raids u[wn the Austrian port
of Pola an(l rarriwi {Iut 5,500 flights while
patrollitkg and rcco)lnoitering.

Qucerrslown,, Ireland. First Ameriran
naval Iwse in I:uior)f?. The [J. S. S.

Nicholson atld F(oit(in(l, I)ased J]ere, sank
the German 1~ 58 and c:iptured its crew
in Novemlwr 1!) 17. l)uring ,July and
August, ]:)[8, destroyers operating
chiefly from this ]Jort furnishe(l ’75 per

cent of es(, orting vessels for approximately

2,700,000 tons of shipping into British

harhors, steaming a total of 260,000 miles

and accomplishing the task wit}lout the

10ss of a single ship.

Rochefort. It;ight naval vessels, in-

clu(ling five converted yachts} operated

from this port during the war and escorted

:1 total of 1 W convoys.

St. Nazaire. Naval District Hearl-
(~uarters and principal port for army sup-
plies. I;irst detachment of .kmerican
trm)l)s Ian(ied l~cre June 26, 1917. A

force consisting principally of converted
yachts was concentrated at this port and
performed the duties cf mine sweeping,
sul)marine hunting and convoy escorting.
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T
rwnl,; arc ciglli lwrmutle[Lt Almeri- Cemetery. The other American cenle-
mn lnilitilry cemeteries in FJurope. tcries are located on tile htittlefields of
Thos(, ]I:LVC:b(Xl~ dUvLjh)Pt)dhY t]l(: b’r:lll(w :iIl(l 13(lgiunl and ll:Ivc lxwn in-

lJnit.ed St:tf~Ls{~~)vl’rllnlcnt il]to I)la,ws of (.lu<lt,(lill 1I)v tours (It,suribed in this l) OOli.

tlisti]lguisht(l lx>auty iill(l II{) Amc’ri(an The ct,mct(,ri(’s w(rc originally estal)-
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who travels i]] “I{;uror)e sl)ould fk~ilto visit lishrd by the IVar l~ep:irtment. They are

as many of th{,rn -as his tim[? will permit. II(>W ( 1!):1’7) und(>r the juris(li(tiun of the
The cemeteries ar( conveniently located American Battle Monuments Commission,

with respett tA)the routes which travelers WI JiC]L has erede([ in each one an iLppJlJ-

normdly follow. l~hwm th[? center of priate rnernorial cl)apel at)d has added
Paris it is only 5 rmilm to the remetery at t,he additional architectural and land-
Suresnes, and frunl Londun it is lms tl~an scfipe ft’aturt’s nvccsswy to MkLlie all of
an hour by train to the Brookwood them outstandirlg in beauty and dignity.
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General Viewof che13eadsconesat che Meuse-Argonne Cemetery

The development of each cemetery is
formal in character and this formality is
emphasized by the regular rows of white
marble beadstones which mark the graves
of the soldiers buried there. The head-
stones are of two designs, a cross for those
of the Christian faith and a six-pointed
star for those of the Jewish faith.

Every soldier now buried in an Ameri-
can military cemetery who lost his life
during the World War and whose body
has been identified has his name, rank,
organization, state and date of death
carved on the headstone over his grave.
These men are called the “known dead”
to distinguish them from the “unknown
dead” whose bodies have not been found
or, if found, have not been identified.

With one exception, all “unknown
dead” whose bodies have been found are
now buried in the cemeteries in Europe,
each resting in a separate grave marked
with a headstone bearing the following
inscription: “HERE RESTS IN HONORED
GLORY AN AMERICAA’ SOLDIER KNOWN’
BUT TO GoD”. The single exception is
that of the “Unknown Soldier” who was
buried in a superb tomb bearing the same
inscription at the Arlington National
Cemetery near TVashington, D. C. This
soldier, selected from the unidentified dead
of the A. E. F., was returned to America
and buried with full military honors

at this national shrine, where, as the
representative of his comrades, he receives
daily the homage of a grateful people.

The “unknown dead” whose bodies
were not found consist mainly of soldiers
who were buried hurriedly during battle
without suitable markers on their graves
or with markers which were obliterated
by shellfire, men who were blown to
pieces by high-explosive shells, and
prisoners who died without their identity
being recorded. Through the misfor-
tunes of war these men have thus been
denied the honored burial which has
been given to their comrades in death.

Others who have no identified graves
are the soldiers and sailors whose resting
place is the sea. This group includes
men who died at sea and were buried
there, as well as those who lost their lives
at sea due to the action of the enemy.

The Commission early decided that
each of these “unknown dead” should
have his name, rank, organization, state
and date of death inscribed in one of the
chapels in the American cemeteries in
Europe. As a result, in the chapel of
each battlefield cemetery are inscribed
the names of the “unknown” soldiers
who lost their lives in that region. In
addition, on panels of the chapel in tbe
Meuse-Argonne Cemetery are recorded
the names of the “unknown dead” of the



AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERIES INT EUROPE 459

Services of Supply and of the American
Expedition to Northern Russia. The
“Unknown Soldier” who is buried at the
Arlington National Cemetery is therefore
among the soldiers whose names appear
on the walls of one of the chapels in the
American military cemeteries in Europe.

The names of the “unknown” soldiers
and sailors whose bodies were lost or
buried in European waters are recorded in
the chapels at Suresnes and Brookwood.

Of the 81,067 American soldiers, sailors
and marines who gave their lives in
Europe and European waters during the
war, the number who still remain “un-
known” is 4,431. This number includes
1,643 who are buried in unidentified
graves in the permanent American ceme-
teries in Europe, 1,537 whose grave is the
sea, 1,250 whose remains have never been
found, and tbe “Unknown Soldier” who
is buried at the Arlington National
Cemetery.

At the time of the Armistice there were
approximately 2,400 places in Europe in
which ,American dead were temporarily
buried. After hostilities ceased, provi-
sion was made for the permanent burial
of these bodies in accordance with the
expressed wishes of the nearest relatives
concerned, and the eight permanent
American cemeteries in Europe were es-
tablished. These cemeteries, with their
30,902 burials, now contain the graves of

all members of the American forces whose
bodies remain in Europe except as follows:
42 men whose bodies were left in their
original graves outside the cemeteries at
the request of relatives; 18 who are buried
beneath the Lafayette 12scadrille monu-
ment at Garches, near Paris, where 21 of
their former comrades of the Espadrille
are also buried; those whose bodies were
released to relatives for private inter-
ment, and those whose remains have not
been found.

A brief description of each of the
American cemeteries is given on the fol-
lowing pages. The photographs accom-
panying them will give a good idea of the
appearance of the different cemeteries
and the small maps will be found useful
by the tourist in locating a cemetery after
he arrives in its general neighborhood.

An information bureau is maintained
at the European Office of the American
Battle Monuments Commission, located
in the American Government Office
Building, 2 Avenue Gabriel, Place de la
Concorde, Paris, where locations of par-
ticular graves and information concern-
ing the cemeteries may be obtained.

An American superintendent is on duty
at each cemetery to give information and
other assistance to visitors. Reception
rooms are available at the cemeteries for
the comfort and convenience of tourists.

All distances in this chapter are air line.





THIS is the largest and most irt-
pressive American cemetery

in l~~urope. It contuins 14,240
grilVeS. Most of those huri(,d here
gave their lives dllring the Meuse-
Ar-gonne oflensiw, the ~retltest
battle in :t]i Amc}r’icwl hist~,ry.

The cemetery is located just in

rear of the Tlindenhurg Line in s

sm:dl valley l)etween Ronmgne

and Cunel. Its size a)ld t}le
harmony of its architectural de-
velopment make it ranl: high
among the heaut iful cemet cries of

the world. The immense Iidcf of
wl)ite marl)l(? c r~)ss(>s ~Lrranged
in I{jng rcgul:tr n)ws {)t) II!(, sltJp-
ing Ilillside, wittl Llle cliil)wl silh{)uett,(,d of tl]c men WIIO arc hurid in tlw (x,]n(:i(,ry.

on the crest shove, is a sight which, once The cemetery is about 18 miles north-
it is seen, will n[)t {iuickly he forgotten. west of Verdun, which is a tourist center

A more complete description of this ;md fmsily rwwhed }Jy train. Goo(l hotel

cemetery is given on pages 247 248. :icc(]r?lmoclatiolls are available in the city
A hostess house, which has f:lt,ilities to imd automobiles can Iw hired there. Both

provi(ie r(mms ilr)(l meois for a limited ttle (.emclery tind the Meusc+A r~ymllc~
number of visitors tluril~g the summer Americirn memorial on Montfaucon are

months, is now maintuin(!cf at tlie cenle- ill(,lu(led in must of the regular tours of
tery fur the ~wnyrenienrwuf the relatives tke Ijattl(?(iel(ls which stilrt from Trordlln

ltoiwIgw hIII JII(C, kus&; jt’/y)Imc (:mw[q
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OISE-AISNE CEMETERY NEAR FERE-13N-TARDENOIS

ON a battlefield where many of Amer- The pink and gray sandstone chapel and
ica’s bravest suns met their death, walls give color at all times but perfection

near F6re-en-Tmxienois, is located the is reached in the spring when the roses
Oise-Aisne Cemetery, the second largest and (towering shrulJs are in full bloom.
American cemetery in Europe. It cx]n- The cemetery is about 14 miles from
tiiins 6,012 graves. The majority of t}le Chilteau-Thierry and Soissons and slightly
battle dead who sleep there are from more from Reims. Good train service is
divisions which fought in the vicinity available to each of those places, where
and to the north as far as the Oise River. hotel accommodations can be obtained
In 1922 a considerable number of bodies and automobiles hired. The main roilmad
were moved to this cemetery from the line between Paris und R<?irnspasses close
general area to the southwest of Paris. .to t}]e village of F&e-en-Tarclenois.

The quiet surroundings now give no For further information concerning this
indimtion of the conflict that rared in cemeterv and its features seepages 75–76.
this region while American soldiers wt?re The ~merican cemetery near Belleau
{iuhtinu here for thf? Ourc[l River heiuhts. ilnd the Ameriran memorial on Hill 204.-

The cemetery itself is a peaceful har- just outside cf Ch~teau-Thierry are each
muny of landscaping and architecture. abuut 14 miles away to the southwest.
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ST. hfllillll. (’EMETERY NEAR Till AUCOUR’r

THIS is the third largest of the Ameri- seen from the t.emetery on a clear day.
Can military (!eme~(l”ieS in ~Ur(J~t? iiIKl The cemetery is less thiin 26 miles

contains 4,152 graves. It, is located on from Ntincy, Vcrdun and Metz. There
ground restored to Fral~,:e, after more than is good train service to these places, and
four years of German (wcupation, by the at each of them hotel accommodations are
great offensive of the American
First Army which resulted in
reducing the St. Mihiel salient.

The cemetery contains many
works of art and architecture
in commemoration of t,liose who
died on this field of honor.
The interior decorations of the
chapel and museum, which
include an inlaid milri)le map
picturing the American fighting
in the vicinity, are of special
interest. For a more complete

cfescri])tion ot” this mrnetery and the avai]al)le and automobiles may he hired.

features Iocal(:d in it, see pages 147 149. ‘~hiaucourt is on the milin railroad line

The American memorial on Montsec, between Paris and Metz and a few of
commemorating the St. Mihiel operation the trains stop there. The town is four
and other Arnerictin figl)ting in the region, hours by train from Paris. There are,
is 8 miles to the soutl]west and ran be however, no good hotels at Thiaucourt.
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AISNE-MARNJ3 CEMEI’ERY NEAR BELLEAU

T 111S cemetery lies at the foot of the
hill upon which stands Belleau Wood.

It contains 2,288 graves, mainly those of
Anlt’ri(’iin st~ldi{?rswI)() fought in thf? near
vicinity or in tile Afmme ltiver valley.

The imposing ehtipel standing against

the hillside is of French Romanesque
style of architecture. The natural set-
ting of the cemetery and chapel, and the
perf(?ct,i[]n of detail of the architectural
iln(l 1andscapc development, all combine
to give this historic spot an atmosphere
Of eXCeptkJnil] beaUty Und di~nity.

l’he cemetery is 45 miles from ]’aris

iln(l ill)olll i5 miles n(~rthwest Of ~]Ihlcau-

Thierry, which is on a main railroud Iinc

running east from Paris. Fair hotel uc-
commodut,ions are available at Chfiteau-
Thierry and automobiles for a visit to the
battlefields may be hired there.

A more detailed description of this
cemetery is given on pages 49–52.

A visit to the cemetery will give the
lourist tin opportunity to see Be]leau
Wood, which adjoins the cemetery, and
the Aisne-Mw-ne American memorial
which is on a hill above Chfiteau-Thierry.
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The men hurie(l here an lnainly tl,mc St. Qucnl in, which can he reached by
who lost their livtw wllilc serving wit]) t ritin from I’~Lris in two hours. IIotel
the Jlritisli Armi(w ill 1~’ra[)((, or ill tlI(I :i(,(oitl]~)()(!ztli()l)s ;ir(! av:li]al)le ;In(l nlotor

operations (If t.l Ie 1st [)ivi:ion with tl]e tr:(]l.~~)ort:ltion” n]~iy lJe h;red there.

lhw~h Army Iiear tile tL)wlI of (~afltigll~’. ‘Irf,r a more mjmplete description of
‘l’he cllape! is remarkable fur its cross- tllis cvmet,ery consult pages 3S7-:%S.

shaped window of rrystol giass almve the ‘~l~c American imonurnent north of Ilelli-
a]tar, Lhe h:lrrnony of its interior clecora- court, whic]l (wmmemorates the services of
tions, the 1,(’auty (If ils l)r{)l)ze (lot,rs and all Am(~ri(mn LHII)[Hwho fought with 111(?
itsintwwting c;lr] cd ext erior decura(ions. British Arrnics in l’hwope duringthc World

The cemetery is :il)oll~ 9 mi}es n,]rl h of t\’:Ir is one milf’ away to the southeast.
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SURESNES AMERICAN CEMETERY NEAR PARIS

ON the slopes of Mont Va}6rien, 5
miles from the heart of Paris, is

located the Suresnes Cemetery containing
1,541 graves. The men buried there are
mainly those who died during the World
War in hospitals located in Paris or at
other places in the Services of Supply.

The cemetery is entered through an
ornamental, wrought-iron gateway, and
paths lead from it directly to the impres-
sive chapel of an early colonial design.
From its site against the steep wooded
hillside, the chapel looks out over the

fields of white marble headstones, and
from its terrace a fine panorama of a
large part of the city of Paris is obtained.

Inside the chapel is an artistic marble
altar flanked by large marble urns con-
taining green shrubbery. The effect of
these is heightened by the beautiful
mosaic above them depicting the Angel
of Victory laying a tribute upon the
tombs of the soldier dead. The interior
“of the chapel is illuminated by a subdued
light from six attractive stained-glass
windows and on the walls are bronze
tablets giving the names of American
soldiers and sailors whose grave is the
sea.! Carved benches have been pro-
vided for meditation and prayer.

Nature has aided with a generous hand
the careful planning which created this
peaceful resting place and a visit to honor
these soltler dead is recommended when
the trees and shrubs are in flower.

The reception building which contains
facilities for visitors is located at the
southern end of the cemetery.

The town of Suresnes can be easily
reached from Paris by train, autobus or
automobile. The cemetery is only about
200 yards from the main railroad station.

IAddltlonal names o{ those men who have no grave
except the sea are given in the Braokwood chapel.
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FLANDERS FIELD CEMETERY NEAR

WAEREGHEM, BELGIUM

THIS cemetery, located about
halfway between Brussels and

Ypres, contains 368 grav~. The
men who rest here are mainly
those who gave their lives during
the American fighting in Belgium.

The beautiful chapel at the cen-
ter of the cemetery is surrounded
on four sides by the fields of
white marble headstones. The
landscaping gives an impression
of quiet harmony and the whole
development forms a fitting rwt-
ing place for the American heroes
who are buried at this place.

Additional information con-
“ceming this cemetery and the fea-
‘lmres in it is given on page 399.
~. The American monument in the
town of Audenarde is 7 miles away
‘on the direct road to Brussels.

The cemetery is 17 miles southwest of road station, which is in the village of
Ghent, 24 mil~ northeast of Line and 39 Waereghem, can be reached by fast train
miles west of Brussels. The nearest rail- from Paris in approximately five hours.

Flanders Field American CemeteryNear Ik’aereghem,Belgium
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Amerimn Cemetery Near Brookwocxl, England



rvc,rgre(, nswl]icll form u perfect setting
for the cliapcl, a graceful building of
clussic design [I[woratcd with featur(,s uf
I,oth rcligitjus WI(I patriotic interest.

‘1’he interior (If the chupel is of tjrown
stone, s{)ft in coloring. Small stuined-
g]ass windows, rem:wkab]e for the beauty
of their (Iesigns, ligl)t the altar :ind the
c;irvcd t,r{ws alxwe it. On tlIe WUIIS are

ills{,ritx,(l (1)() IIalll(,s t~fAn]cri{wn st)l{{i{,rs
and s~iilor.s wl)~w grave is thc$Sea.i ln-
Illi(l ill tll[ l~{)or is a large ]Jronze {{ret of
arms of t}l(~TJnit(,(l States; and high titwve
ll)f: al(:lr, (wrv(,(l ii] r{,li(,f ,)1) tll(, w:lll, is
un (~uglc wit}l tllu i[jscril)t.io]l Iwlow it,

\VITI1 (~ol) IS TIIF:l R REWAI{D

A visit to the c(,n](,tery (.un not fail to

l~ri]lg a feeling of satisfa(ti~)]l to the

s(lllnlmil!c (In l“(,tjruar ,J 5, 1918, n{)t fur
IIWNyfrom (Ile west roast (If S(,oilat)(l,

on tlic k(iutliw(+t si[lc of tile [wm(,tcry,
a,.rxws fro]n tile Ilri(ish military l)urial
Kroun(l, is silu:lt[d a r[,(,(~llti{~n)jllil<ling
wlli~.11 {.t)ntuir~s f~l~ili(its for tile cun]forl

of visitors, The oflice t,f tile supm-in-
t~>ndt’nt is in th:lt building ai)d inquiries
should I)c nlildc there for the loc,at ion of a
piirticular- grave or for other information.

.At iltv c(,r)b,r (If the cemetery is an
()].]liim[,llt;i] Il:igl)()]c froln which LIIe

American [lag (lies, euch d:iy of the year,
over the soldier dead buri~.d ]]crc.

The regular rows of white marble
headstones are shaded by thick masses of

[Ii{,(l irl C,rc:~tI\rililirl ilrl(l who s( ill remain
tllcre are slecpi]lg in sLI(h I)eaotiful, dig-
niti(~(l an(l lw:rc(,ful surr(}unditlgs.

It is ii p]e:isant rlrive i)y iLlit{)mol)ile

fr(,m 1,(,nd{,rl t,] IIrt,okwt]o(l, thr{]ugl} an
iiitvrcwtillg ])art (If L;ngian(l, urjc~a rt]urlfl
trip to tile cemetery in this way can be
mwle comfortably ill II:llf a driy. 13rook-
wood curl :11s0 lw rca(hrxl hy train in
I(JSSthan an hour frt)m l,nndon. The
rai]rOad S(’rVi K! iS C!X(.e])ti On;l!]y gO(Jd,

trains running al]t]ut every huur, and the
American cemetery is only alxmt 300 yards
to the southwest of ttle r:lilriuid station.

LAdditional r:an)c.s <J thus<,rneu w]>”have n“ grave
except the sea are rmmrdd MLthe Sure.wms Cemetery.
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Muusc-iirgonne Memorial irc Mcmtfaucao



Chp” x 1 [

AN1l;R1(;A N W’olll.1) V+’AR hlllhl(ll<IALS IN EUROPE

I;l<I1(:”I”l:l) 1)}7

“1”1Ili I lNI’I’I; l> S’1’A’1’liS (; OVI;RNMEN’1”

hll<~llS1,;-ll L(; ONNl<: T$I1:MO1{IAI, AT

ilofiTIJA[l (’ON”

This is thr n]{)st impo+ing Ammican
nl(]nun]etlt ‘ ill I;urwpe. It conlnlemo-
r:ltes the I)rilliant victory of the Anleri-
win 1~’irst Army in tl]e Meuse-Argonne
{Jllensive, September 26- Noveml)er 11,
] !)] S, :Lnd ]);Iys t,rjl)utc to the ])revious

heroic s(,rvi,t~s t~f i l]e Armies of l’riln{.c:
on the impor-t:mt buttle frnnt upon which
tile m(,morial has l~(,cn constructed.

‘f’tle mw+sivc sll:lft rises from tlie rui)ls
of the hilltop village uf Montfaucmr and
dominates the surrounding country. lhwm
tl]e observation pltitforrns high ubove the
ground an extende(l view is Oljtajned ~,f~
large pm-t of the territory over which
the sol(liers of the American 1~’irstArmy
:ldvanc(d during the autumn uf 1918.

C,}nsult j)ages 203 204 for arfditif,na!
itif(~rmation concerning tl]is memorial.

A cilretiilier is at, the memorial during
duyligllt IIours. WThilehe is on duty vis-
itors are permitted to ascend the tower.

‘1’])t! Meuse-Arg{)nne American Ceme-
t{~ry is 5 milm If) 111(,n{,rth. ‘1’11(,rle:lrcst
Isrge town is Verdun, 14 miles to the
Southcnst, which is easily reached by
train. At that place good hotel accom-
nlo(lilt, i(]ns are ;ivailal)le :ind illltor_rl(}-

l)il~+ for visits t{) ttl(’ I):llll(fi(,l(ls IIIUy
be hired in front of the railroud statiun.

ST. MI II IEI. MEMORIAL ON MONT SEC

This memorial stands on the high iso-
ltited hill of M onlsec. It cwmmemorwtes
th(l ~il])t~]r(l of tile St. Mihiel salient by the
Americ:in First Army, the operations rrf
the American Second Army on Novem-
]J(3 9-11, 1918, and the rrther combat
services of the American divisions both in
this region and in Alsirce and Lorraine.
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It consisti of a large circular colonnade,
at the center of which on a raised plat-
form is a bronze relief map of the St.
Jfihiel salient. The size of the memorial,
its commanding site and the perfection of
its proportions all combine to make it one
of the most impressive in the world.

See pages 123-127 for a more complete
descriptive account of this monument.

Tile memorial is about 24 miles from
Verdun, Nancy and Metz. Good hotel
accommodations exist at those placea and
automobiles for a visit to the site may be
hired there. The St. Mihiel American
cemetery near Thiaucourt is 8 miles away
to the northeast. Thiaucourt is also the
nearest main-line railroad station to the
monument and automobiles for a trip to
the battlefields may be hired at that place.

AISNE-MARNEMEMORIALNEAE
CH~TEAU-THIERRY

An impressive memorial, overlooking
Chiiteau-Thierry and the Maine River,
has been erected on Hill 204 to com-
memorate the services of the American
and French soldiers who participated in
the important operations in the Aisne-
Marne region during 1918, and to me-
morialize the friendship and cooperation
which existed between the French and
American Armies during the World War.

The monument proper is a long double
colonnade ornamented on the west face
by heroic figurea representing France and
the United States and on the east face by
a large symbolic eagle. Appropriate in-
scriptions give details of the fighting.
The architecture is outstanding in ap-
pearance and has been made even more
effective by the beautiful landscaping.

For a more complete description of this
monument and its features see page 57.

This is the closest to Paris of any of the
American memorials and it is but 4 miles
away from Belleau Wooci and the
American cemetery near Belleau. The
Oise-Aisne American Cemetery is 14
miles to the ncrtheast, near F&e-en-
Tardenois. Hotel accommodations may
be had (1937) at Ch~teau-Thierry, which
is on a main railroad line running east
from Paris, and automobiles for trips to
the battlefields may easily be hired there.

NAVAL MEMORIAL AT BREST

In recognition of the heroic work of the
American Navy in convoying troops and
supplies to Europe, a large memorial has
been erected on an old fortification wall
of the city. The site overlooks the harbor
of Brest, which was a base of operations
for American naval vessels during the war
as “well as a large port of debarkation and
embarkation for the American troops.

The memorial ccnsists of a tall shaft
frcm the top of which is obtained a fine
view of the harbor. It is constructed of
Brittany granite with decorative features
of nautical interest. The surrounding
area has been improved with planting
and forms an attractive park, much ap-
preciated by the inhabitants of the town.

Brest is in Brittany near the most
western point of France. It is 315 miles
from Paris and may be reached by train
from that city in leas than eight hours.

MEMORIALNIAR SOMMEPY

On the crest of Blanc Mont Ridge, 3
miles north of Sommepy, has been erected
a memorial to commemorate the achieve-
ments of - the American and French
soldiers who fought in the Champagne
region of France during the World War.

The American 2d, 36th, 42d and 93d
Divisions saw battle service in the vicinity
and their names and divisional insignia
appear on the monument, which is located
on ground captured by the 2d Division.

The memorial consists of a tower
notable for the beauty and simplicity of
its lines. A flight of steps leads to an
observation platform on top where a fine
view may be obtained and where direction
arrows point out prominent places on the
landscape. A good view, however, may
also be had from the lower terrace.

At the present time (1937) the tower
is open to visitors only on Sundays.

See page 350 for additional information
of this monument and its surroundings.

The, nearest cities are Reims, 22 miles
to the west, and ChNons-sur-Marne, 23
miles to the south. Good hotel accom-
modations are available at both of those
places. The village of Sommepy maybe
reached by railroad from Paris in four
hours and automobiles may be hired there.
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American Naval Memorial at Brest



AMERICAN WORLD WAR

W%MOfiIAL NEAR BELLICOURT

.$ memorial near Bellicourt commemo-
~tes the American units, totaling ap-
proximately 90,000 men, which fought
Withthe British Armies in France during
the World War. It is on a battlefield of
the 27th and 30th Divisions, being pic-
turesquely located on the ridge over the
St. Quentin Canal tunnel which was such
a srrong feature of the Hindenburg Line.

.1 detailed description of the monument
and its features is given on page 383.

The Somme American Cemetery near
Bony is 1 mile away to the northwest.

The Bellicourt memorial is 9 miles
north of St. Quentin and 13 miles south
Gf Cambrai. Hotel accommodations are
available at those places and automobiles
for a visit to the site may be hired there.

MEMORIAL AT TOURS

.4 beautiful fountain has been construct-
ed at Tours by the United States Govern-
ment in grateful recognition of the
achievements of the more than 640,000
members of the American Expeditionary
Forces who served in the Services of Sup-
ply and whose work behind the battle
lines made possible the brilliant accom-
plishments of the armies in the field.

The fountain is of outstandhg beauty
and is worthy of a high place among the
many architectural gems of that historic
part of France. It stands in the heart of
Tours near the southern end of the Pent
Wilson, the main bridge which crosses the
Loire River within the city boundaries.

On the lower circular basin is carved the
dedicatory inscription. Below the upper
basin appear the coats of arms of Tours,
Brest, St. Nazaire, Le Mans, Is-sur-Tille,
Nevers, Neufchfiteau and Bordeaux;
French cities where important installa-
tions of the Services of Supply were lo-
cated. Above the upper basin are four
beautiful figures representing Adminis-
tration, Construction, Procurement and
Distribution, the four principal divisions
of the Services of Supply organization.
The crowning feature is a bronze Ameri-

can Indian releasing an American eagle.

A model of this figure won a gold medal

MEMORIALS IN EUROPE 479

during a recent American competition.
The small adjoining park area is part

of the memorial and is being maintained
by the United States Government.

Tours was the headquarters of the
Services of Supply during the war. It is
in the center of the famous chiiteau region
of France and is three hours south of
Paris by train. It may be visited from
that place by automobile or autobus.
The trip is interesting as the main roads
pass by or near many famous chfiteaux.

NAVALMEMORIALAT GIBRALTAR

At Gibraltar, the gateway to the Medi-
terranean, the United States Government
has constructed a memorial archway of
stone from the neighboring mountain to
commemorate the achievements and com-
radeship of the American and British
Navies in that vicinity during the World
War. Many American vessels used the
harbor as a base for naval operations.

The memorial serves a useful purpose
as it includes a flight of steps which con-
nects the town of Gibraltar with the large
British naval establishments below.

Gibraltar is a port of call for most paa-
senger vessels using the Mediterranean
and a visit to the monument may be
made from the pier in about half an hour.

BELLEAU WOOD

Belleau Wood, 5 miles northwest of
Ch%teau-Thierry, was given to the
United States Government by an Ameri-
can association which had acquired it soon
after the World War. It is now being
maintained as a memorial to all American
soldiers who fought in the war. The re-
mains of trenches, shell holea and many
relics of the war, including weapons sal-
vaged in the vicinity, may be seen there.

For further information concerning the
wood and the American fighting in the vi-
cinity, consult pages 45--49 of Chapter II.

The Aisne-M arne American Cemetery
adjoins Belleau Wood on its north side.

The wood is easily reached from Paris,
45 miles away, either directly by auto-
mobile or by train to ChMeau-Thierry and
then by automobile from that place.
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NIENIORIAI. AT AU I) EN ARUE> llEI.(:IUM

In the historic town of Aucfenarde, Bel-
gium, a small memorial htis been erected
in u public park to commemomte the serv-
ices of the approximately 40,000 American
sokiiers who fough~ in tl~at vicinity
toward the end of the World War.

A more complete description of this
memorial and its locution with respect to
the nearest large cities in the surrounding
country may be found on page 401.

The Flanders Field American Cemetery
near Waereghcrn, where many of the
soldiers WI1O died during the American
(]twrations in this immediate vicinity are
I)uried, is ahout 7 miles away to the west.

.4 n)uri~m Monument at Caotignv

M13MORlAI, NIIAR VIERSTRAAT, IIJNA; IUII

Al]out 4 miles south of Ypres, Belgium,
near the homlet of I’ierstraat and not far
from the base of Mont Kemmel, a smull
monument has been erected to rmmmemo-
rate the services of the 27th and 30th
Divisions which participated with the
British in the Ypres-Lys offensive in that
region in August and September, 1918.

See page 405 for a more complete &
scription of this memorial and its features.

The Flanders Field American Cemetery
near Waereghem, T3elgiurn, where a con-
si(ierahle number of the men who died in
the operations near Vierstraat are buried,
is approximately 27-miles away to the east.

A nwric;ln Monunwnt at Audenmlt

MEMORIAL AT CANTIGNY

in the center of the little village of Can-
tigny a small park has been developed
into an attractive memorial to commemo-
rate the capture of that village by the
American 1st Division in the first offen-
sive operation carried out by a large
American unit during the World War.

A more detailed description of this
memorial and directions for reaching it
have been given on page 416 of this book.

BRONZETABLETAT CHAUMONT

An attractive bronze tablet has been
placed at the entrance to the Damr6mont
Barracks at Chuumont and uoon it is the
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following i]ls(!riptio!) whi{h I)JS ken
inscrilw(l I]oth in I+;)lglish xnd in E’rcmch:

(; EN F.I{ Al, II ILAL)QUAIL’1’iMiS

OF TIIE

A?.lHI{ I(’AN l:YI’1ll)l’rloNAlt Y 1’ORCES

IN 1,:11(01’1;

D(JR[NG TIIE \Voltl>l) WA[t

W(~(J1’lED TII1,l H(II[.DINGS

OF TIIM (’AS1lILNll 1).AMl{fiMONT 1,’ROM

Sk~l’TIChTlll.; l{ 1, 1917, ‘T() JIJI.Y 11, I!ll!),
AN1) 1,’I(OM 111,:1{1~:l) IltlX:T 121)

THE A(’TII’ ITIES 01~ hlollE T} IAN

TWO M1l.I.ION AKII.:R1(. ANSol,l)II.lRS

+

I{ I{ONZI: TAIII. I?T AT SOIJII. J.Y

An ornamenta] bronze tabk!t has ))een
pliice(l on the outside uf the town hall at
Souilly and upon it is the following
inscril)til)ll I)(lth in I“:nglish al~(l Wench:

OF Tl{kl Ahl EltlcAN 1’II{ST AItkll’

OWIJPIED THIS 1){111.I)IN(; l~llohl

SE1’TEMIIEI{ 21, 1!)1S,

TO T1[12 END OF II OSTII. ITII.)S

AND Fitoh{ I{ EliI.; (’ONI)[JCTE1)

T1l E NIEIISE-AI{(; ONNI.; OIW1,:NSIY1.;,

ONE OF ‘rlIE (;]{EAT 01’121MTI(JNs

OF ‘1’llE JVORL1) \V.~lt

+

‘I’})(: m(:mt)rials (I(w:ril)etl Lil)ov{,, except
for Delleau Wood, were cljnstrurted by

tl]e LJnited Stiltes Government and till of
them are now being maintained hy it.

A tobk ~iuin~ irzforntution co7tcernin9

the princi)wl ~ meric(t/L 11’orld 11’(lr mcmo-

ri((ls in EI(roIJe erf’cted by uqfwcies other

th(ltl the [in ild St(llds (;owrn ]n(,itt /[us

hwtt illcludcd itl (his lJ(J(Jk i){ ( ‘ll(]))f~r X 1’

Ikunze T:{bicr :Ir Soliilly
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A1’’1’IR ‘1’l{lj AR MI S’l<ICE

T
HEArmisti(w was sig]le(l at 5:00
o’clo(. I< in f lie morning of Novem-
ber 1I, 1918, on hfarshull FOCh’S

train in t lle I~(nwst of Compi@ne, and
took efTe(l at, 11:()(1a. m. on the s:ime day.

Its terms, wllj(lt are surnmarizwl on
pages 507 509, rc.tluircd C,ermany to evac-
uate all inv; i(!(vl ati(l o[.mpirxl territory in
Belgium, I,uxeml, urg :ln(l l’rwnc(: (,ir)-

du(li rig Ills: [[ ’(!-l, orr:ti [l(.), XII(I to wit, ],.

draw her armies a(:ross the Ithine T{iver.
They also provided that the Allied forces
should be permitted peaceably to occupy
l)ridgel]eads, 1S miles in radius, east of
il)e Ithine at i$layen(.f:, COIJIW]2 and
COlogne, and that a neutral zone 6 miles
wide in which neither the Allies nor Ger-
mtiny ,(WUI(] maint}lin tror)[)s Wou](f IJC

estal)lishwl illl)ll~ the oiiSt })ank of tile
I-ll)inc ;m(l arourld (wch of tl)e I)ri(lg(?l)ewfs.

American and Allied Advance to the Rhine
November 17-December 14, 1918
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—xxxx—Boundary of Zone of Advance
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The advance of the American and
Allied Armies was so regulated that they
occupied all territory evacuated by the
Germans within a short time after the
German troops withdrew. The plans for
the advance prescribed that the French
should move’ through Alsace-Lorraine to
Mayence, the Americans through Luxem-
burg and the Moselle valley to Coblenz,
the British to Cologne,
and the Belgians by way
of Aix-la-Chapelle to the
lower Rhine River.

On November 7 the
Commander-in-Chief of
the American Expedi-
tionary Forces had di-
rected that an American
Third Army be organ-
ized and on Novem-
ber 14 this Army, with
Major General Joseph
T. Dickman as com-
mander, was designated
as the Army of Occupa-
tion. It was composed
initially of the HI Corps,
containing the 2d, 32d
and 42d Divisions; and
the IV Corps, compriahg
the lst, 3d and 4th Divi-
sions. To these were
added on November 22
the VII Corps, contain-
ing the 5th, 89th and
90th Divisions. On that
same day the T h ird
Army detached the 5th
Division from the VII
Corps and gave it the
duty of guarding the
extended lines of com-
munication of the Army.

The advance to the
Rhine was begun by the

ARhl IS TICE.

ices for the supply and rapid movement
of more than 200,000 men through country
where transportation lines in many places
were completely destroyed and where
food was scarce. Moreover, the weather
was cold and rainy and in many places the
roads were nearly impassable. Although
the troops had been hastily assembled and
had been allowed no opportunity to rest

hlajor General Joseph T. Dickman

CommandingGeneralof the
Third Army from Ko\-:mbcr

15, 191S, co .ipril 2S, 1919

and refit after the trying
period of the Meuse-
Argonne offensive, they
cheerfully met every de-
mand made upon them.
The advance elements
of the Third Army
passed through the city
of Luxemburg on No-
vember 21 and arrived
two days later at the
German frontier. There
they rested until Decem-
ber 1 when all of the
Armies of Occupation
pushed on into Germany.

Through the liberated
districts of France and
Luxemburg the Ameri-
cans were received with
wild demonstrations of
joy, but upon entering
Germany they were re-
garded with a mixture of
curiosity and suspicion.
However, the fine con-
duct of the Army and the
firmness and justice of
the American command-
ers c~uickly quieted any
apprehensions the civil
population may have
had and no incidents of
hostility took place.

The leading troops of
rhe Third Army reached

Americans and Allies on November 17 the I?hine River on December 9. On the
along the entire Western Front. Although 13th, American, French and British infan-
active operations against a hostile enemy try divisions crossed the river, having been
were not involved, there were nevertheless preceded in some cases by advance ele-
many difficult problems to be met. For ments t!le day before. In the American
the Americans, these included the crea- ‘i’bird Army, the III Corps, whose com-
tion in a limited time of a staff and serv- position hzd been changed to include the
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lst, 2d and 32d Divisions, was designated
to OCCUPYthe northern portion of the
bridgehead at Coblenz, the southern por-
tion having been transferred to French
~ntrol. The American bridgehead in-
cluded the fortress of Ehrenbreitatein
located immediately across the Rhine
RNer from “Coblenz and dominating it.

The III Corps crossed on four bridge
twr~at Coblenz, and one each at Engem

remained weat of the Rhine. Luxemburg
wss occupied by the 5th and 33d DivMou
both of which were under command of the
American Second Army, and not under
contrcl of the Army of Occupation.

To the south of Coblenz the French
occupied a bridgehead with headquarters
at Mayence, while to the north, the
British occupied a bridgehead with head-
quarters at Cologne. Although the Bel-

Zone of American Army of Occupation, December 21, 1918

and Remagen below Coblenz—and by the gians advanced to the Rhine and occupiad
night of ‘December 14 had completed jointly with the French a zone in the
the occupation of the American part of Rhineland to the north of the British,
the bridgehead. The remainder of the with headquartera at Aix-la-Chapelle,
American Army of Occupation, consisting they had no force across the river.
cf the IV Corps, compriafng the 3d, 4th An additional bridgehead at Kehl
ad 42d Divisions, and the VII Corps, across the Rhine from Stmabourg and
containing the 89th and 90th Divisions, including the ring of forts of that place,



.

1st l>ivision Marching Into Luxemburg, November 21, 1918

German Army Le;lving Luxcmburg

k Signal ~{~rps photographer of che Anleri L;in Army arrived in time to take this pictlw

.
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WiiS estal)lishe(l 011 IFel)ruary 4, 1919, by

the lk+ncl~ on their. own responsibility.
}\’llen finully located on De{wrfilwr 21,

1918, the heildqual’ters of the principul
units of the Amerieun Army of occupa-
tion in Germany were placed iLs follows:

Third ;irmy- ---- . Colknz
Ill corps N(:uwio[l
IV Corps (:,,ch,.m
\JII (’ol’p.. Vrittliuh
IsL l)ivisi,,m hl(mtal,aur
U l)ivisiOn -. 1Icddc.sdorf

3d I )ivisit,]j Anderuach

.Ith I)ivisi(, n l:ad lh.rl ri<,)l

:12,1 I)ivihi,,l, l:#. #bgs,l,,l’r

42d 1)ivisi<,l). Ahrwiilcr

ti!)th I )ivisim Kylllurg

!)olh I )ivisif,l}. Ik’rllctisl (’l

Imm(xliately ufter the Armisli(e the

American Cmnmander-in-C hief starte(l
preparations fur moving his forces lmck to
the United States with the least possible
(h?hly. The Services of supply was
]~rijnl])tly reorganized to (.ily~y out tllfl! in-
tri Ciit(? (I(?tuils Conll(?cted with this work,

:ind ul)l}roxirniit(:ly 25,500 men of the
Anl(’rilall forces artunlly sailed from
Fr:in,w, h(m]{w’ard Ixml)(l, in N,wwnlxJr.
lh~(,,rc 11){?vt)t[ of 1Ilc ycwr this numlwr
I):t(l 1)1,(,Hincrwux:d t{] ;Ll]{)ut I24,000.

IJpon thu cess~ltion of IIostilities pract.i-
tully every man of the 2,000:000 in the
A. 1,;.1+’.wanted tu return to the United
St:lt~~s :lt onc(~; hut witlt the limited
numlwr of slli])s uvailal)le this wtis, of
cuurs{,, inll)ossii)h>. t~hil(~ military train-

AI{ NIIS’1 ’ICI;

iug was continued after the ArlniNtlre
against the remote possibility that iqmra-
tions might he resumed, the higher
commanders realizwl tl}ut this w:is u most
trying period for the soldiers ond undw-
took measures to Illillie life for them M
interesting as possible commensurut; with
the muintennnce of a satisfactory stund-
ard of discipline md military cunduct.

Men were iillowd regular leaves to visit
leave areas established at various summer
and winter resorts in France and in the
ommpied portion of C,ermany, and ur-
rnngl,lnt!nts were made wherehy they
could visit several other countries surh
:1s Great Britain, Belgium and Italy.

A vast school system was estul]lishud,
in which more than 230,000 men enrollud.
M7herever troups were quurtered in imy
number, classes were orgimk~ed illld in-
struction given in prilctically every sulb
ject taught in the public schools of 11)0
United St:ltes, as well ilS in trade illld

l~usiness sul)ject,s. At Beaune a huge
university was estal)lished for advwlmxl
instructio]l and :Lpproximutely 9,(NO sol-
diers registered to toke the course.

An I’;ducation Corps Commission was
form(?d tu direct all le(:turers, schools and
extension courses in the A. E.I’. The
men selected as instruutors for the schouls
were competent educators with pr(?vious
ex]mrience. This often resulted in classes
fur officers being conducted by privates
from the rtinl{s. The educational system



on the wl)cle was ,Iclmocratic, well j)lannwl

und produced vely,suhst.antial resu!ts.

11OLW shows N( .re he](l lJy nearly every

division, and mttl,y of the units orgxnized
thwtri(:itl tr(~up(.:,which truvelwi thr(nlgh-
out the A. l;. 1, giving performmlces.
T}lwe :lctivitic~ were encouraged and
ai(l(wl in f,vc~ry w;,,y }~y tlw army ol}icials,
and to a I;lrge t: ,tent contributed t,{) tile
pleasure :md [[,h[enl,mellt of the troops.”

T})(! nl(,ll WC], also (Jilt’{)ur:lg(,(l to ])ill,-
ticipate in s])(wls at)([ gxmt!s, and it great
ath]e tic progrurn was rurriml out which
culmin>ited in tile inter-Allied Games
held near I’m’is ill ,]une and ,]uly, 1!)19.
IJpon tile invital iot) of ll)e ~nwric:in

CcJ)nnltltlclel-ill-C} Iicf, eighkt?n of the
Alliml atlcl wsmiated nations sent con-
t(+t:lilts to (i)is Ill(,(!t, Wlli(,ll W:IS it t’(,-

marl<al)le SIJCM:SS[mm every standpoint.
The I’ershing Studium, where it took
place,was I)uilt, m., inly by engineers from
~he Aln(ric:ln .4rIny. The funds wem
(]ol~at{,ti lJ~ (he youtlg Ikl~tl’s (Ullrisliilll
Association, whi(,l) presented the structure
to Genera] Persl{iill{. It was later turnfxl
over I)y him 1. the lprench people.

In the s[)ri, ,: of 1919 a composite
regiment of SCI,{ted officers and men was
formed from tllc Third Army. Selection
was based (Jn appearance, soldierly
qualities an(l war record. It WM US(X]

as itn escort t)f honor to the American
(;, Jll]ln:L[~~l(,l-i]l-(~lli(:f, and paraded in
l>;iris, Londt)i] atid ot.ller l)luc~w, inl.lll[l-

ing Nlew York an(l Washington, 13. C.,
when the regiment returned to America.

In the meantime the transfer of troop$
tothelJnited States had been progressing
rapidly. Marshal Foch wished to reta$n
a l:lr~e force, at least 15 divisions, In
[’:LILWI:, hut was told that the American
Army w~)Llld he withdrawn as soon as

l)ossihlti I’rcsi(l(,nt WilsOil finally agrwxl
thut American representation in the
iwcul)i(x[ territory w(ILIld l)e a small

detu(l Iment only, to I)e known as the

“Anwrican Forces in (lermuny”, which
would serve, as the French said, merely
to keel) the American flag OIL the Rhine.

By Mtiy 19, 1919, all American comlmt
divisions, except five in occupied German
territory, had received their emharktition
orders to sail for American ports.

The units {J tlm Arniy of U(,cul)itti[]ll
were relieved as fast as practieahle
during the summer of L919, and the 1st
r~ivision, the ]ast large organization tu
I(,ilv(: for II{)lf.(., l)(,~illl its movement. on
August 15. With the dissolution 0( tlw
Third Army on July 2, 1919, the “Amer-
imn Forces in Crermany” consisting of
:lhout 6,S()() men came into king and rL!-
mainwl on the Rhine fur more than three
ymrs. The .American flag on Fort
Ehrenhreitstein was finally lowered OIL

January 24, 1923, when the last of the
Americ .’n troops in Germany entrained.
The American zone was furmally turned
ov(, r to lhe 1~’rt?n(.1) three (I:lys lat(r on.
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IN’l”llR1:S-l”ING FAC’I”S AND GENERAL INIWRMA’~lON

CONCERNING “i”HE AMERICAN EXPEDIllIONARY FORCES

Location of (;cncral Itcild(luarlers:

Pfiris -- June J3, 191’iSept. 1, 191’7.
Clltlumollt -ell-ll:lssiglly - %qlt. 1, 1917-

]Ulyll, l$ll$l.

Paris– July 12, 191!)- Sept. 1, 1919.

l.ocatimr of First Army Headquarters:

1A lrert6-s(Jlls-.Jf,~l:lrr{,- August 10,
1!)18 August 13, 1918.

Neufch5t (’au August 1;), 191i-i AuKust
2S,, 1!)18.

I.igI~y-(,[1-llilrr(,is A[tgusl 2S, i !)18
Septemlwr 21, 1!) 1S.

Ehruilly– Sept. 21, 1918-N (w. 25, 1918.

Ilar-sur-Aul)(’- N(n’(nllmr 25, 1918-

.April 20, 1!)19.

I,ucatiun of Second Army Hdqrs.:

‘1’{)1[1 ()<t. l:!, 1!)1s A),ril 15, 1!)19.

I.ocatiorr of Headquarters, S. 0. S.:

Paris July 5, 1!)17 ,Janu:lry 13, 1!)18.
Tours- Jan. l:), 1!118-Aug. ;)1, 1919.

l’hc Ilnited Sltitcs and the Allies:

When the Iillitwl States entmxl the
World W:lr it dili not unite itst?lf to any
other nation l)y u treaty of alliance but
merely associated itself with the Allies in
their effort to defe:it the Central Powers.
Such hei.ng thc case, the 7Jnited States
was not OIIe of the “Allies” and is not
includwl when (hut tmm is used alone.

The Sapreme M’ar (’ouncil:

The Sul)rt,me War (hnlncil was (o[~m-
])t)sed of the II(wds of tllc (;t)v(’rnment.s of

the lJnited States, Great Britain, l’rance
and Italy, each with a civilian assistant
and a military adviser. It was essentially
a civilian agen(y rind did not command
the armies in the field. Its function was
to cst:il)lish unity of ~lurpose among tl)e

g’rt:ilt ])OW(,I’Sin ttle l)rosrwution” of the

war. C(Jnse(Iuently, it dealt principally

witl) the general pulicies affecting the
military situation, the character of opera-

t i[)ns tt} 1)1: ulifl(,rt:ikt,n in tll(? Vilri{)lls

tlwoters of war and the iillotlment of man
power, equipment, supplies and shipping
to the v:irinus fronts upon which the
Allied Armi~s were carrying on fighting.

Nlilitary Representatives who served on
the Supreme \Vilr Council. Novcnrhw
7, 1917, to November 11, 1918:

(lh’I’rED STATES

(i(,i)(.ral ‘1’wkcr I [. IIliss.

GREAT lJitl TAIN

1.ieutenunt General Sir IIvnry II. JVils(m
t,) 1~’elmuary18, 1918.

(;enw-a] Sir Ilrllry I{xwlins(~n t{) Nf:mh
27, 1918.

Mnj{)r Cu]lcr:il C. ,1. Sn(.kville-W(,st to
nft,,r (1,{, Arn)is(i((.

l.’l{c+h (’l!;

General Ferdin:lnd 1~’(wl] t{) N(Jv[,u~l]t,r
29, 1917.

(ltt}er:ll Nl:lxililt, l\:t>JJg:,t)tl[(, :Ij,ril I(I,
1918.

General TCmilc l’;ug<he Ih,lin to after tlIc

Armistice.

lTA1.Y

I.ieutenant General I.uigi ~a(l(~rnii tO

February 7, 1918.

I.ieutenant General (laetano (;iilrdino t{)
April 16, 1918.

l.ieutr+nant Gorleral hlario Nit.olis di It(JIJ-

ilant to after the Armistice.

lnlpurtiirl~ govern nlcnhd olliciitls of llil-

tions engaged on the \Veslern Front,
April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1!)18:

[JN1’I’EU STATES

President—Woodrow Wilson.

Secretary of Stat e-- l“tol)ert lJansing.

,Secretary of War - Newton 1). Baker.
Arnhassad(m to Great l~ritain-- Walter 11.

Page.

Ambassador to h’rance--–Wm. (;. Shtirp.

(495)
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Painting oi the Permanent Military Representatives

by Captain Dana Pond, February 14, 1919

left ro right: General di Robilanc, Italy; General Tasker H. Bliss, U. S.;
General Belin, France;GeneralSackville-Wesr, Great Britain

Ambassador to Italy—Thomas N. Page.
Minister to Belgium—Brand TJ’hitlock.

GREAT BRITAIN

Reigning Sovereign—King Gecrge V.
Prime Minister—David Lloyd George.
Secretary of State for Foreign Affai~

Arthur J. Balfour.
Secretary of State for War—

The Earl of Derby to Apr. 20, 1918.
Viscount .Milner to after the Armistice.

Ambassador to United States—
Sir Cecil A. Spring-Rice.

FRANCE

President—
Raymond Poincw6.

Premier—
Alexandre Ribot to September 13, 1917.
Paul Painlev6 to November 17, 191’i.
Georges Clemenceau from hTovember

17, 191’7, to after the Armistice.
Minister of Foreign Affuirs—

Alexandre Ribot to November 17, 1917.
Stephen Pichon to after the Armistice.

Minister of War—
Paul Painlev6 to November 17, 191;
Georges Clemenceau from Novembwi

17, 191’7, to after the Armistice.
Ambassador to the United States—Jean J

Jusserand.
Ambassador to Great Britain—PauE

Cambon.
ITALY

Reigning Sovereign—

King Victor Emmanuel III.

Prime Minister—

Paolo Boselli to October 20, 1917.

Vittorio Orlando from October 20,

1917, until after the Armistice.

Minister of Foreign Affairs—

Baron Sidney Sonnino.

Minister of War—

General Paolo Motrone to June 15,

191’7.

General Gaetano Giardino from June

16, 1917, to October 29, 1917.

General Vittorio Alfieri to Mar. 20,1918.
General Vittorio Zupelli from March

20, 191S, until after the Armistice.
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,~mbassador to the United States—
Count Vincenzo Macchi di Cellere.

BELGIUM

[Temporary seat of government at Le
Havre, France]

Reigning Sovereign of the Kingdom—
King Albert I.

premier-
C’cmnt de Broqueville to May 31, 1918.
G. Cooreman to after the Armistice.

Minister of Foreign Affairs—
Baron Beyens to August 4, 191’7.
Count de Broqueville to Oct. 17, 191’7.
P. Hymans until after the Armistice.

Minister of War—
Count de Broqueville to Aug. 4, 1917.
General de Ceuninck from August 4,

1917, until after the Armistice.
Minister to United States—”

Emmanuel Havenith to Apr. 12, 1917.
Emile E. de Cartier de Marchienne

until after the Armistice.

GERMANY

Reigning Sovereign—Emperor William II.

Chancellor—
Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg to

July 14, 1917.
Dr. George Michaelis to Nov. 1, 1917.
Count von Hertling to Sept. 29, 1918.
Prince Max von Baden from October 3,

1918, to after the Armistice.
Secretary of Foreign .4ffairs—

Arthur Zimmerman to Aug. ‘i, 1917.
Dr. Richard von Kuhlmann from

August 7, 1917, to July 9, 1918.
Paul von Hintze to Octcber 3, 1918.
Dr. Wilhelm Self to after the Armistice.

Minister of War—
Hermann von Stein to Oct. 9, 1918.
General Heinrich Scheucn from October

9, 1918, until after the Armistice.

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

Reigning Sovereign—Emperor Charles I.
Prime Miniater—

Count Heinrich Clam-Martinic to
June 21, 1917.

Dr. Ernst von Feuchtenegg from June
23, 1917, to July 22, 1918.

Dr. Maximilian von Heinlein, from
July 25, 1918, to October 27, 1918.

Dr. Heinrich Lammasch to Ott.30, 1918.

Field Marshal von Hindenburgwith Generalvon LudendorfI
and Membersof His Staff
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Minister of Foreign Affairs–-Count Ot-
tokar Czernin to April 14, 1918.

Baron Stephan von Rajecz from April
16, 1918, to October 24, 1918.

Count Julius Andrassy to Nov. 2, 1918.
Dr. Ludwig von IVotow from Novem-

ber 2, 1918, to after the Armistice.
Minister of War----

Gcneral Alexander von Krobatin to
A])ril 8, 1917.

(lem?ral Rudolf v(jn Steinstiitten from
April 12, 1917, to october 30, 1918.

General-in-Chief of the Allied Armies:
on March 26, 1!)18, Marshal Ferdinand

Foch of the l~r(’n(.h Army was designated

to coordinate the action of the French

and British Armies on the Western Front
and on April 3 he was given strategic di-
rection of the French, 13ritish and Ameri-
ciin Armies on t}~at front. On April 14
he was given the cfflcial title of “General-
in-Chief of the Allied Armies in France”,
und on May 2 Italy agreed that he
would exercise strategic direction of her
armies. For ease of reference Marshal
Foch’spositiofr hus}wen called in this book
that of “Alliecl Commander-in-Chief”.

+

Impur(ant military commanders in l?rr.

rope, Apr. 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918:
Commander-in-(’hief, A. E. F.—Gen-

eral ,John J. Pershing.
Commantfcr-in-( ’hief, B. E. F.-–Field

Mi~rshal Sir Douglas IIaig.
(hmrnatrder-in-( ’hief. French Army—

General Robert George Nivelle, to May
17, 1917. General Henri Philippe P&ain
from May 17, 1917, to after the Armistice.

(~ol~~lll:ili{lcr-itl-( ’lli{:f, l(alian Arrny—
General Luigi ~adorna, to November 8,
1917. General Armando Diaz from
November 8, 1917, to after the Armistice.

Corlll~lan(l{,r-i n-( ’hi{>f, Jlelgiun Army-
King Alljert I.

(’ontrnander-in -Chief, German Army—
Although Emperor William II was
nominally in command of the Cxerman
Army, Field Marshal Paul von Hinden-
burg, as Chief of the General Staff of the
Field Army, was actually in command.

(}on~mander-in-( ’l~ief, Austro-Hunga-
rian Army Emperor Charles I was nom-
inally in command but C,eneral Arz von
Strauss(,nl,urg, who held the position of
Chief of Staff’, was actually in command.

Members of Supreme War Council, November 7, 1!)17, to

Co fi?llrg Permanent Rcpresmlrrtivc

lJnited States President Woodrow Wilson
Great Britain Prime Minister David Lloyd George
France Premier Georges Clemenceau
Italy Prime Minister Vittorio Orlando

+

American Army Commanders ]

Nume oj A rmu Cornmfrmk!r

Firsi, (;eneral John J. I’ershing . .

NovemJrcr 11, 1918:

(’iviliun Assistant
I{;[lward M. House

Viscount Milner
Stephen Pichon
Baron Sidney Sonnino

Period (1.918]

. Aw. 10 (Jd. I (i

Maj. Gen. lIunter Liggett ‘ . . . . . . Oct. 16--Nov. 11
St!cond . . . . hltij. Gen. Robert L. 13ull:ird ‘ . . . . Oct. 12-Nov. 11

+

American Corps (:omnlandcrs-l

Name of(‘orps Commander Period (191 8)

1 . . . . . . Maj. Gen. Hunter Liggett . . . . . . . . . Jan. 20–Ott. 12
Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman . . . Oct. 12--Nov. 11

II . . Position vacant . . . . . . . . Feb. 24-June 15
Maj. Gen. George W. Read tJune 15-Nov. 11

———
I~romI.IaLc$,f orgmiziiti, >n U!)til the Armistice. J Appuir, ted 1,itwt<vmnt ( ;crwral m Nov. 1, 191S.
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III . .

IV. .

v..

VI. .

VII .

Position vticant . .
Maj. Gen. William M. Wright
!!aj. Gen. John E. McMahon 3
! 1aj. Gen. Robert L. Bullard

!aj. Gen. ,John L. Hines .
. l’.,sition vacant . . .

)! ~tj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman
~!llj. Gee. Charles 11. Muir

. . ! ;aj. Gen. William M. Wright
hl aj. Gen. George 11. Cameron
ill uj. (;en. (;lltlrles l’. Summerall

l’, siti(, n vacant . . . . . .
Nltij. Gen. omar Bundy .
I’i)sition vacant . . . .
Maj. Gen. Charles C. Ball{)u
Maj. Gtm. Charles l’. Menoher

. . Maj. Gen. William M. Wright
}’osition vticant . . .
Maj. Gen. Omar Iluncly . .
Position varant . . . . . . . .

. . Mar. 30-June 17
. . . . June 17-July 12

,.. . . . . July 1~-JuIY 14
. . . . . . July 14-Ott. 12

. . . . Oct. 12-Nov. 11
. . . . . June 19--Aug. 18
. . Aug. 18--Oct. 12
. . . . . . oct. 12 -Nov. 11

. . JUIY 12-Aug. 18
Aug. 18--Oct. 12

. oct. 12 Nov. 11
. . . Aug. 1 -Aug. 26

. . Aug. 26--Sept. 13
I . . . Sept. 13-Ott. 23

,.. . . .. Oct. 23--Nov. 10
. . . . . . Nov. 1()-Nov. 11
. . . . . . Aug. 19- Sept. 6
. . . . Sept. 6 Sept. 13
. . . . . . Sept. 13-Oet. 25
. . . . . (M. 25–Nov. 11

American I)ivision t’ommanders

N((wc oj l)iu. [hnn?nundf’r

1 . . . . . . Maj. (;en. Willitim L. Sihert . .

M aj. Gen. Robert L. Bullard .

Brig. Gen. Beaumont B. Buck t
hIaj. Gen. Robert L. 13uilard
M:ij. Gen. Charles P. Sumrnerall
Brig. Gen. Frank E. Bamford ~
Ilrig. Gen. Frank Parker

2 . . . . . . Muj. Gen. omar Bundy . .
Mai. Gen. James G. Harbord

Period 1

. . . . . . . ()(1. ~~, 19172_

Dec. 14, 1917
. . . . . Dec. 14, 1917-

Apr. 5, 1918
. . . . Apr. 5-Apr. 13
. . . . . Apr. 13-July 15
. . . . . . July 15-Ott. 12

. . . . oct. 12-Ott. 18
. . . . Oct. 18- NOV. 11

. . . . Mar. 17-July 15

. . . . July 15--July 26
Brig. Gen. John A. Lejeune, USMC t . . July 26–JuIY ‘N
Maj. Geh. James G. llarbord . . . . . July 27-JuIY 28
Jlrig. (Icn. Jolin A. l,~,jeun(’, IJSMC 4 . July 28 Nov. 11

3....!. Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickrnan . . . . . . May 31 Aug. lx
Brig. Gen. Fred W. Sladen 3 . . . . . Aug. 18–Aug. 27
Maj. Gen. Beaumont B. Buck . . . . Aug. ~7-Ott. 18
Brig. Gen. Preston Brown . . . . . Oct. 18–Nov. 11

4 . . . . . . Maj. Gen. George H. Cameron . - . July 18–Aug. 14
Brig. Gen. Benjamin A. Poore 3 . . . . . . Aug. 14–i%ug. 27
Maj. Gen. John L. Hines . . . . . Aug. 27-Ott. 11
Maj. Gen. George 11. Cameron . . . . Oct. 11–oct. ’22
Brig. Gen. Benjamin A. Poore 3 . . Oct. 22–Ott. 31
M:lj. Gen. Itlark L. Ilcrsey . . . . o~t. 31- Nov.11
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Amcricun l)ivision (’ommurtdcrs--- (kmtinued

NUVICoj I)itt. l)itti.sii)t~ ( ijm,ntt(n(lcr f ‘criotf

6 . . . . . . h~iij. @m. ,John 11. McMahon . . . . . . June 14*-Ott. ]8
Muj. Gen. lIitnson J3. Ely . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 18-Nov. II

6 . . . . . . Maj. Gen. Walter H. Gordon . . . . . . Aug. 31–Nov. 11

7 . . . . . . Drig. Gen. Churles 11. 13arth . . . . . . . . . Oct. 10--Oct. 24
llrig. Gc!n. Lutiz Wuhl ~ . . . . . . . . . Oct. 24–Ott. 28
Maj. Cm. Edmund ~ittenmycr . . . . . . . Oct. 28-Nw. 11

26. . . . . . Mnj. Gen. Cltmmce R. I!!dwurds . . . . . . . FeI). 6-Ott. 25
13rig. (ht. Frunk ],;. 13:lmford

27 . . . . . . Muj. Gen. John F. O’Ryiin

w.. . . . . Mtij. Gen. Charles H. Muir
13rig. Gen. Frank 1-1. Albright $
Milj. Gt!n. Williilm 11. IIuy .

~g...a.. M;lj. Gen. Charles G. Morton

30 . . . . . . Brig. Gen. Samson L. Faison 3

hlaj. (ien. Edward M. I.ewis .

W. . . . . . Muj. (k!n. Wil]ium G. IIa;m .

33. . . . . . Milj. Gen. George Bell, Jr. . .

. . . . . . . . CM. 25 -Nov. 11

. . . . . . . . . July 25-NoY. 11

. . . . . . . . July l-Ott. 23

. . . . . . . . Oct. 23 -O{!t. 25

. . . . . . . . O(L 25- N(w. 11

. . . . . . . . July 27-Nov. 11

. . . . . . . . July 16-Ju1 y 48

. . . . . . . . July 18-Nov. 11

. . . . . . . . May 20-Nov. 11

. . . . . . . . June 23-Nov. 11

35 . . . . . . Hrig. (km. Niithuniel F. hlcClure . . . . . . ,June 20-July 20
M :Ij. (;Iw. Pctrr It. ‘t’rilUl) . . . . . . . . . . ,1Uly 20- Nov. 1
llri~. Gvn. Thomas D. Dugan X . . . . . . . . Nov. 1 -Nov. 2
Mnj. Gen. Peter K. Truuh . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 2-Nov. 11

Wi. . . . . . Mitj. (km. William R. Smith . . . . . . . . . (M,. 1o-Nov. 11

37. . . . . . Maj. Cert. Charles S. Farnsworth . . . . . . . July 28–Nov. 11

42 . . . . . . Maj. Gen. Charles T. Menoher
Brig. Gen. Douglas MacArthur

77 . . . . . . Maj. (hm. George 13. Duncun
Brig. Gen. Evim M. Johnson a
Maj. Gen. George B. Duncan
Brig. Gen. lhan M. Johnson 3
Maj. Gen. Robert. Alexander .

T/ l.,.... Muj. Gen. James H. McRtte .

‘7!) . . . . . . M aj. Gen. Joseph 11. Kuhn .

80 .,.... Mitj. Gen.

81 . . . . . . Miij. Gen.

6“. . . . . . Miij. Gen.
Muj. Gen.

W. . . . . . Milj. Gen.

/39 . . . . . . 13rig. Gen.
Muj. Gtm.

90 . . . . . . Maj. Gen.

91 .,.... Maj. Gen.

92 . . . . . . Muj. Gen.

Adelbert Cronkhite

Clmrlt+s J. I)ilil[!y .

. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . .
. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

William I’. llurnhum . . . . . . .
George B. Duncun . . . . . . . .

Willism Weigel . . . . . . . . .

Frunk L. Winn . . . . . . . . . .
William M. Wright . . . . . . . .

Henry T. Allen . . . . . . . . . .

William H. Johnston . . . . . .

Chiuks C. Ba!lott . . . . . . . .

Feb. 21-Nov. 10
Nov. 10-NOV. 11

June 21--July 20
July 20-July 28
July 28-Aug. 19
Aug. 19-Aug. 27
Aug. 27-Nov. 11

Sept. 16–Nov. 11

Sept. 16-NOV. 11

July 23-Nov. 11

Sept. 18 NOV. 11

<June 25-Ow.. 4
(X4. 4–Nov. 11

Sept. ‘X-NOV. 11

Aug. 10-Sept. 6
S:pt. 6-NOV. 11

Aug. 24-Nov. 11

Sept. 2!2-Nov. 11

Aug. 23--Nw. 11

z ‘NW first &Itt~whit+ qqw.urs q,lwsil t, (w+ division is thiit Uf its tirsl entry inh liue. It is not the date the
d ivishm c-uunuuder \vss appuiltlcd. J Temporarily in commsnd. * Yrumvted to Maj. Gen. on Aug. 1, 1918.
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Commanders t,f the Scrviccs of Supply :

Colonel I)avid S. Stank>y (tf,mpf,rary),
July 5, 1917 .)u]y 24> 1917.

Major Gell~ral Ili(.hard M. lllatcllfurd,
July 25, 1917 Novemht’r 1, 1917.

IIrigrrdier I ~pneral nlusoll M. Patri(k

(temI)orary) t’rorn Novc?mlmr 1, 1917, to
November 2“., 1917.

Nfajor (1, L!erat h’rwncis J. Kernan,
Novt]n!wr 2 ~, 1917- eJuly 29, 1!)18.

M:ljor (;,rlt,ral JatlNJs (1. Ilarl)(ml,
July 29, 19 I‘. h’lay 2(;, l!)l~.

Brigadier ( ;cr~eral William D. Connor,
-May 26, 191!) August 31, 1!)19.
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insignia used by units of the A. E. F.:

\rarit)us Am(,ri(an units during tile
World War Odophl col(nwl insigniti which
after- approval l)Y G. I 1. Q. w~re used as
the distinctive eml)lem of the unit. Cloth
reproductions of these insignia were worn
l)y the ofJicers rmd men on the upper part
(If the k,ft. sleeve of their urliforms. ‘I%,
insignia wl,re also often ;minted on tlw
various pieces of transportation. The
distinctive> insignia used hy the divisions
and various uthcr units of tl, e American
l;xpcd~tiouary Forces are shown on the
cul(nwd uh:ir-ts on tbe following pages.

———- -. + .._.—. .

* Miles of 11’eslern Vrunt occupied by Americnn and Allied forces in 1918

Dute (1918) Americ(/ )tB?i( ish IJrf’/Lc/l I Belgian

Jan. 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 ll(i ~~~ .3J).

Mm. 20 . . . ...’..... ..17 116 ~1~ YJ

Mar .30 . . . ...’..... ..19 92 :153 23

A]w. ]0 :1I :).2 348 ~~. . . .
Apr. :10 : : : : :::::.... 34 83 :)5s 23
May o .. . . . . . . . . . . .-J .). 83 3!)3 “II~)‘

June 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;I(i 8:) 389 23

June 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 W lltiO 23
JuJYIO. . . . . . . . . . . ..62 ~~ 354 -3,),

Jtrly ’20 . . . . .. . . . . . . . .5L 92 3&2 -J.).

Jrrly 30 . . . . . . . . . . . ..68 92 318 23
Aug. 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 93 ?77 .3‘>,

Aug. 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . .85 93 276 23
Aug. 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . .90 87 ‘) .’)-b. 23

Sept. 10 . . . . . . . . . . . ..98 87 241 23

Sept. 30 . . . . 82 83 258 28
Ott. lo: : : ::::::... . 101 83 244 15
Oct!:l o . . . .!....... .79 68 248 15
Nov. ]1 . . . . . . . . . . . . .83 70 214 25

Tol(ll

4(M
468
487
494
4!)<S
5..2

5:1I
53 I
531
532

501
47?

477
4(y~

449
45J
443
4]()
Joz

l’rlicsi,(ti,,),s(,f [III, fu)[)l. whirl] w(rI: IM.111I,y l~aliw] aIId l’orL(lglJ(,sc(li\islo)lsarci))cludi, (l” with lhcnch.

+-

Maxim urnnumber of miles of front line Approximalc average actual strength of
held at ont! time hy American units: the viwious combat divisions on the

101 nlilcs 011 October 10, 191S. \\’estcrn Front during the year 1!)18:

Total length of the Weslern lWmt:
American . . . . . . . 25,500

British . . . . . . . 11,8W
Oct. 1914–--468 miles. French . . . . . . . . . . . 11,400
July 17, 1918-–532 miles. German . . . . 12,300

Maximum numhcr of Americtiu divisions (lrC,iItCS( lltll~lb{:r {~r.$lllcrictlns tllaiurrivc(l
thilt saw action during any onc week: in Europe during any single month:

29 during second week of October 1918. 313,410 during the month of July 1918.
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Cumulative urrivals in Europe of Ameri-
can military personnel for the A. E. F.:

Tiy May 31, 1917 . . . 1,308
lly June 30, 1917 . . . . . 16,220
lly July 31, 1917 . . . . . 20,120
Ily Aug. 31, 1917 . . . . 39,383
13v Sept. 30, 1917 . . . 61,927
By Oct. 31, 1917 . . . . rJ~,~~5

By N()\~.30, 1917 . 1?9 ,62:1
lly Dec. 31, 1917 . . . . . 183,896
Tiy Jun. 31,1918 . . . 224,655
By Feb. 28, 1918 . . . . . 254,378
l?y Mar. 31, ]918 . 3p9)()()5

lly Apr. 30, 1918 . . . 434,081
By May 31,1918 . . . 667,119
Ily June 30, 1918 . . . 897,293
13y JLdy 31,1918 1,210,703
13y Aug. 31, 1918 . . 1,473,190
By S(?pt.30,1918 1,783,955

]~y ()(”t. 30, ]!)18 . . 1,986,618
l;y Nov. 11, 1918 . . . . 2,057,675

A~lliiil ~otnl) iit slrcngth of the A. E. ~. :

Mar .21,1918 . . . 16~,4~~

May 27, 1918 . . . . . . 406,844
Aug. 10, 1918 . . . . . 822,358
Sept. 12, 1918 . . 999,602
(h-t. 12, 1918 . . 1,078,190
Nov. 11, 1918 . . 1,078,222

Th{’se fjgures include only coml)at
Iroo]js :in(i ex(iucie tile troops in 1lie
S. (). S., hindquarters, s{hools, Ijosl)itals,
liaison serIict* an{] (Jtllw special services.

(’omlml strength of A. E. F. i~y branch of
service at the time of the Armistice:

‘ Infantry and Al. G. Tiatt.aiions 646,000
i~;ngineers .’ . . . . . 81,600
Signal Curps . . . . . 21,300
Air Service. . . . . . 34,800
Artillery . . . . . . 278)500
Tmk Corps . 10,200”
.4mm. Trains, Q. M., etc. ’70,800
Medical Department . . ‘ 1s2 ,3o()
Cavalry . . . . . . . . . . 6,000
ordnance . 1 22,900
—.

j Including those on duty iii the Serviws ,Jf Sup]Jly.

Total strength of A. 11. F. on Nov. 11:
Its totol strength was 1,981,701, in
wilicil were included 32,385 marines.

Percentage of total strength in variou~
branrhcs of the A.

Infantry . . . .
I+;nginrers . . .
Fiel{i Artillery . .
Casuals (till branches)
Medical Dept. (Army)
Quartermaster Corps
Coast Artillery Corps
Air Service . . . . .
Ammunition Trains .
Signal Corps . . . .
Supply ‘R-dins . .
Or(inance Tki)artnlent
Marines . . .
1{ea[iquai-ters Troops
Military Police . .
l{(iqr-s. Detaci~ments.
Tank Corps . . . .
Cavalry . . . . .
Postoi Express Service
Medical Dept. (Navy)

E. F., Nov. 1918:

. 23.83 :12.40
. . 8.69 12.68
. . 10.91 11.18
. 3.39 10,81
. . 18.46 7,26

. . 6.33 7.16

. . 4,00 3.78
7.30 3.11

. . 1.47 2.48

. . 1.63 1,83

. . 1,02 1,61

. 1.53 1.16

. . 0.75 0.96
. 0.21 0.78

. 0.49 0.67

. . 0.00 0.55

. . 0.91. 0.50

. . ().25 0.29

. . 0.15 0.15

. . 0.07 (). (N
G.l.I. Q. and General Staff 8.49 0.00

Number of civilians employed by A. E. F,:
42,644 ut the time of the Armistice.

(;reatest number of American soldiers in
ilospilals in llurwpe at any one time:
190,564 mcn on November 7, 1918.

Provisions for hospitalization in A. Il. F.:

On November 11, 1918, there were
192,844 normal beds, wilieh could have
lmcn increased in an emergency to 276,
547. ‘i%ere were 153 base hospitals, 66
camp hospitals, 12 convalescent camps,
21 hosi)ital trilins an[i 6,875 ambulances.

First casualty of A. E. F.:

First Lieutenant Louis J. Geneila,
Medical Corps, suflered a shell wound on
.JLliy 14, 1917, while serving with the
British at tile front southwest of Arras,
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DIVISIONS

,.
-, 351’11 I)lVISION 36TH l)lVISION 371’1-1 D1v1S1ON

[~’,~~ &’.fi
“.9@? PIVJSI(3N 40TH DIVISION 4 1ST D~VISION 42D DIVISION
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‘ @ ~ &

7W’11 DIVISION 77Tn DlVISION 78TH QIV! S1ON
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., .. ., . !: .. . . . . . .. . . ... . . ..



DIVISIONS

r 6:+.’”0
86TH DIVISION 87TH I) IVLSXON 88TII DIV~SION 89TH DIVISION

~. ~@

OOT}] DIVISION 91ST DIVISION fJ2D DIVISION 93D DIVISION

SPECIAL UNITS

w“ ,., v
slzRvIcrjQ ‘ADVANCE sECTION CHEMICAL

OF SUPPLY : ,, S.,o.s. WARFARE SL?RVICE

DIsTRICT Ahil’l ULANCE HKSE1{VE
ol~’ l’A li I s

TANK
SERVICE M AJ.LET COR1’S

+“”F>’ +&&j$,

A. E.F.
RAILHEAD NORTH R EGUJ..ATI N(; STATION

RUS’SIA
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First soldiers of A. K. F. killed by cru!my:
First Lieutenalit .William T. IJitzsim-

mons and Privattvi First Class Rudolph
Ruhino, Jr., Oscar C. Tugo and Leslie G.
Woods, all of lJn i~ed States Base Hos-
pital No. 5, lost t.l,,,ir live sat10:55 ]). m.,
September 4, 191 ‘i, when the Cermirns
bombed a llritisl, hospital with which
they were on duty near Dannes-(limiers.

First battle casualties of an American unit
while it was serving at the front:

Sergeant Matth,.w R. Calderwood and
Private William F. [iranigan, both of Com-
pany k’, 1I lh ltn:<ineersj were wounded
by shellfire on %lt(ember 5, 1917, while
working on a raill~ay near Gnuzeaucourt.
The 1lth Engill, ers served with the
British from Augu>l 1917 to June 13, 1918.

First American soldiers killed in action:
Corporal Jarms B. Gresham and

Privates Tl]omiis F. Enright and Merle
D. Hay, all of tile 16th Infantry, 1st
Division, lost the ir lives when the Ger-
man troops raided the American trenches
at Bathe16mont <ill November 2, 1917.

American Expedition to Siberia:

On August 15, 1!)18, the 27th Infantry
arrived at Vladiv(,stok, Siberia, from the
Philippine Islan{lh, followed one week
later lJy LII(: 31st I Ilftiutry from the same
place. TO these regiments were added
medicill, ordnan( ,L, trmwportation and
other auxiliary u(, its. The purposes of
the expedition wore threefold: to help the
Czech o-Slovaks (who had been held as
prisoners of war in Russia and were then
in Siberia, liberated and partially organ-
ized) cons{ ~lidilte their forces and get in
t.t~uf.11with lllc’ir Sl;[vic kinsnuw; to Sl(-il{ly
any efforts tit self-government or self-
defense in which the Russii~ns t}lcmselves
might lw willing to uccept. assistance; and
to guard military stores which might sub-
sequently be needed by any Russian forces
which might be organized again to fight
against the Central Powers< Tbe expedi-
tion was withcfruwn on April 1, 1920. As
this book is concerned mainly with the
American military operations and bat-
tlefields in I~;urope, the Siberian Ilxpedi-
tion will not be described in more detail.

I.ilfilyolte Escadrillo:
This organization was composed of

Americans who volunteered to become

aviators in the French .4rmy before the
United States entered the wur. After
the Ammican forces reachtd France$
!)0 of these early volunteers wlwe finally

. .
commwslorl~?d io tI]e A rn(.rir.; in Army.

American Field Service:

This Service consisted of u group of
American volunteer ambulance sections
w}lich joined the French forces early in
the World War and a similar group of
truck sections, known as the “ Ih’wrve
Mallet”, organized immediutc]y after the
Uoitt?d States entered the war. By the
time the first elements of the American
llxpeditionary Forces reached France, the
Americm Field Service had grown to a
strengi h of about 2,t)ot) men, and in the
fall of 1917 most of its personnel were
enlisted or commissioned in the American
Army. The Service was later increased
to 81 ambulance sections and 24 truck
seetion~: It did not serve with American
troups htit remained with the Ih-cnch
Army until the termination cf hostilities.

Trench ~laps Used by the A. E. F.:

opposite piI~L!S 1:16 and 220 there ap-
pear sections of the 1/20,000” (about 3“ --1
mile) trench map, called “ plan direc-
teur”, which was the principal map used
by the Americms and French for battle
operations during the war. mlese sec-
tions show terrain in the vicinity of
Remenauvi]le and Vauquois. Informa-
tion concerning the Allies is shown in red
and that of the (krmans in blue. The
full lill[’s ilr(? I.rtvl{,llt,s, the snlall stluarrs
are dugout entrances, the lines of stnall
crcss(,s rcpresrmt })ilrl(bi of )mrtwd wirq
and tile snort., isolated, huavy lilies with
smtill projections on them are artillery
positions. The horizontal and vertical
lines form a grid which was the basis for
a system of coordinates used to designate
points on the map. These maps existed
for almost the entire area of the M7estern
Front and were constantly being revised
as new information concerning the field
fortifications of tbe enemy was obtained.
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All maps which showed the Allied
trenches were secret. These were printed
cnly in comparatively small numbers and
hadalimited distribution. Thel,120,000
map without the Allied trenches was the
one mainly used by front-line units.
Maps of this type of a scale 1,10,000 and
lj’5,000 were also in quite common use.

Air Service of the A. l?. F.:

In April 1918 the Air Service had three
squadrons at the front. Thk number in-
creased rapidly until the Armistice, when
45 American squadrons with 740 planes
were operating. 12 of these squadrons
had been equipped with American-built
planea. In November 1918 the Air Serv-
ice reached a total strength of 7,726
officers and 70,769 men; of these, 446
officers and 6,365 men constituted the
balloon section. 23 American balloon
companies served at the front. American
aviators brought down 753 enemy planes
and ‘11 balloons which were officially con-
firmed. American losses to enemy avia-
tors were 357 planes and 35 balloons.

Largest concentration of aviation for an
offensive during the war:

The concentration of American and Al-
lied aviation for the St. Mihiel dI ensive in
September 1918 was the largest during the
war, consisting of 21 balloon companies
and 701 pursuit planes, 366 observation
planes, 323 day-bombers and 91 night-
bombers, a grand total of 1,481 planes.

No American-made cannon or shell was
used by the American First Army:

Except for four 14-inch naval guns, the
First Army throughout its entire service
at the front did not fire a single cannon
or shell which was made in America.

No tank of American manufacture was
ever used on the Western Front:

All tanks operated by the American
Army in the war were of French or Brit-
ish make. American manufacturers were
just beginning to produce tanks in quan-
tity when the Armistice became effective.

Munitions which were provided by the
Ordnance Department of the A. E. F.:

An idea of the munitions furnished for
the A. E. F. by its Ordnance Department
is given by the following figures, which
indicate the total number of articles fur-
nished but do not include the equipment
and supplies brought with the American
units when they disembarked in France:

600,000 rifles.
93,326 machine guns.
75,000 automatic rifles.
4,000 cannon.
10,000,000 rounds of art. ammunition.

k“Partial list of mu tlons which were pur-
chased in France by the A. E. F.:

514 tanks.
1,190 155-millimeter howitzem.
3,035 75-millimeter guns.
9,592 Hotchkiss machine guns.
40,000 Chauchat automatic rifles.
2,909,200 trench-mortar shells.
3,000,000 bombs.
5,011,000 75-millimeter shells.

Partial list of munitions purchased from
the British by the A. E. F.

122 9.2-inch howitzera.
212 8-inch howitzera.
865 6-inch Newton mortars.
2,550 3-inch Stokes mortars.

Ammunition expended by the A. E. I’. in
actual combat with the enemy:

181,391,341 rounds, caliber .30 (rifle).
120,901,102 rounds, caliber 8-millim-

eter (automatic rifle).
21,385,164 rounds, caliber .45 (pistol).
2,274,229 rounds, caliber 3’i-millimeter.
7,550,835 rounds, caliber 75-millimeter.
1,983,937 rounds, calibers greater than

75-millimeter.
2,724,067 grenades, all types.
36~,911 bombs (Stokes mcrtar. (t..)

Record movement of mail in the A. ~. F.:
In December 1918, the record IUonthf

a total of 131,900 sacks of mail were
received by tbe A. E. l?. and 25,532 b~gs
of mail were sent to the United States.
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procurement of animals for the A. E. F.:
The procurement of horses and mules

was a majof prcblem and a shortage
~lways existed. The following informa-
tion gives the source, number purchased
md average delivered cost of the animals
which were secured fcr use of the A. E. F.:

United States. . . 6’7,825 $4S7. 00
Fr:lce. . . . . . 135.722 379.81
~{i:t Britain. . 21,030 411.26
spin., . . . . . 19,462 435.00

Total 243,039 $416.63

Total costcf animals. $101,259,342.48

Merchant shipping lost during the war:

12,946,000 grcss tons of world mer-
chant shipping were lost through hostile
acts. This is almost one third of the
world total as cf July 1914. More than
3,250; 000 tons of Allied shipping were
destroyed during the five-month period
from Februaryl to June 30, 191’7.

American troops landing in England:
Of all American troops which arrived

in France, about 49 per cent were landed
in England, mainly at Liverpool, then
moved by train to the English Channel
and by boat across it to ncrthern France.

Rates paid the British Government for
transporting American soldiers to
Europe in vessels under its control:

Under the Reading-Hines Agreement
rr.::de after the Armistice cn February 11,
1L~19,the United States agreed to ~ay the
British Go~,ernment the following rates
for [he American scldiers which it had
previously transported to Europe:

lstc]ass. . . . $176.30
2d class . . . . . . . . . ..$12S .65
3d class . . . . . . . . . . . $76.24

Cost of war to the United States :“
For the 25 months frcm April 1917 to

May 1919 the war cost the United Statea
more than $1,000,000 per hour. Its total
expenditure, excluding loans to the Allies,
was $22,000,000,000. At the time of the
.Armistice the cost was about $2,000,000
per hour. The pay of dicers and men
amounted to only about 13 per cent
of this amount. The total expenditure
uf 22 billions was practically equal to the
entire cost of running the united States
Government from 1791 to 1914, inclueive.
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Foreign loans made by the [Jnikd States during and after the wttr:

‘rhe fOl](JWhI~ t.itble gives the status in 1937 of the foreign loans made by the
United States during and after the World War. The liist loan made was in 1929.

Armv,,in . . . . . . .
Austria. . . . . . . .
IJclgium. . . . . . . .
(!(11,2,
(’z,.rllt,-~l,,v:tliiii..
Es.toniu.. . . .
hlnhuld . . . . . . .
Frullm. . ..-
(;rvut Britain. . . .
(;rmw _.. . . . . .
lluu~wy . . . . . . . .
Italy. . . . . . . . . . .
Latvia . . .
I,il,twin. . . . . . . . . .
l.ilhuania... . .
Nicurn~ua . . . . ..-
l’t>lnl)d

l{tlnl;tlliil.
Kuwia . . .
Yu~wlavia. . .

Total . ..-.

1’re-A rn,islicc
rash loans

—.

-. . .
$171, 7s0 ,()()()

10 ,00(1 ,00(1

. . ..-. . . .
.

I ,970, (m) #00(1
1,696, Ouu , (M

I ,031,000 ,Ou{]

.- ..-. . . .

$ 1X7,72!!, 7fi(i
IO, tio!i, w(

7, U77,114,7M

——.

$11, !)59,917 .49 $11,959, !)17.49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-
24,055, 7tIS !)2 24,055,708.92 $862,668. (JO

“i177,434 ,467.89 29,872,732,54 379,087>200.43 52,191,273.24
I 0,000,000.00 12, 2S6, 751.68

61, !)7.1,011.10 2!) #!)05 , (rl:l !I:) !11,87!1 ,(il/1 .U3 2(I, 1:11 ,U!12.2(i
. . ..-. I:J, !)!)9, J45.60 13,999,145.60 1,!248,4:Y2.07

8,2 S1, !126.17 8,281,926.17 4, S68,891 .77
1,027,477,80U. OU 407,3.11,145.01 3,’1(14, s18,045.01 486,075,891.00

581 ,OUO,000”.00 . . . . . . ‘1 ,277,000,000.00 2,u24 ,848,817 .09
1 27, 1(;7 ,000.00 :7, 167,00U.00 3,778,3 S4.01

1 ,68 fi,835. f;l 1 ,(;85, W5.61 468,466.32
617,():)4,050.90 .._- ..- .-. 1 ,6.4s,034 ,050.90 100,829,880.16

..- 5,132,287.14 5,1 W,287.14 761,549.07
2(; ,000.00 .-. M ,(100 .00 36,471.56

4 ,!)81 ,628,03 4,!}81 ,628,03 1,237,956.58
431, s4!).14 431 ,84!) .14 168,575.84

? 15!), 666,972 .3!) 159,666,972,39 22,64(3,297.55
25 ,Uou ,()(10 (10 12, !)11,1Y2. !P2 37, !III.152. !X? 4,791,007.22

4, H71, rP1’1.;17 1!M,(;UI , 2!)7 .37 8,750,311. XS
16,175,465,56 2.1, !)78 ,020.99 61 ,758,486.55 !2,588,771 .69

———. .

J,5XI,288,825.45 7’to,075,4!J9.’25 lo,350,479,07.i .70 2,74 S,574,488. S9

+ ——

United States Liquidation Commission:

The United States Liquidation Com-
mission was created on February 11,
1919, to dispose of America’s surplus war
stocks in Europe and to settle all claims
against the United States. Supplies and
equipment of the estimated value of
$672,000,000 were returned to America.
The balance of the stocks was sold in
Europe for the sum of $822,923,225.82.

Sales were made us follows:
$108,700,000 for cash on delivery.
$532,500,000 to France.
$29,000,000 to Belgium.
$140,100,000 to Poland, Czecho-Slovakia

and other countries of Central and
Southern Europe and the Near East.

The most important gale consummated
was what is known m the “Bulk Side to

France” of surplus war stocks in France
which remained unsold on August 1, 1919,
for the following considerations:
(a) $400,000,000 in 10-year 5~0 bonds.
(b) ‘l’he assumption by France of all rents

for installations accruing after August 1,
1919, and the agreement of France to
hold the United States harmless against
all claims arising out of American occu-
pation and use of such installations.

(c) The waiver by France of all claims
(estimated at $1 50,000,000) for taxes or
customs duties on properties imported
into France and sold after April 6, 1917.
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German J)ebt to the IJnite(f Stii~es:

Germany is indebted to the IJnit.ed
States for the costs of the American Army
of Occupation and the awards of the
Mixed Claims (!omrnission LIJnited States
and Germany). This indebtedness was
originally funded at 3,169,700,000 reichs-
marks, whitih at the present (1937) rate
of exchange, 40.33 cents to the reichs-
mark, is more than $1,250,000,000. The
total payments of principal and interest
received from Germony on this debt to
Novcmlwr 1, 1937, was $33,587,809.69.

Welfare organizations with the .4. E. F.:

There were seven welfare or~aniza-
tions operating of%cially in the A. E. l?.
Their names and the maximum number
of workers who served in each are given
I)elow. The total of the list is 12,585.
Young Men’s Christian Ae.sn. . 5.861
American Red Cross . . . 5,500
Knights of Colurnhus . . 800
Salvation Army . . . 200
Young Women’s Christian Assn. I:16
Jewish Welfare Board . . . . 68
A nw]”ican Library Association . 20

The Y, Al. (;. A. Was Always Rc,uly to Lead a Song,
Cl]~tctil,-1’llicr,-y,Aug(isr 13, 191S

“The Stars and Stripes”:

This was the service newspaper of the
American Expeditionary Forces, written,
edited and published lJy mr?n from the
ranks. The first number was issued in

Paris on February 8, 1918. The paper
appeared weekly thereafter until June 13,
1919. It was one of the greatest aids in
keeping up the spirit and morale of the
men overseas, and at the height. of its
popularity had a circulation of 522,000.

The Armistice with Germany:

The Armistice with Germany was
signed at 5:00 a. m. on November 11,
] 918. It originally covered a period of
36 days, with provisions for extension,
and in the event of noncompliance with
its terms was subject to being terminated
by either party on 48 hours’ notice. It
was extended and modified several times

after it became effective on November 11.
‘l’he articles of the Armistice provided
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FirstEdition of .“TheSrarsand Stripes”

for the cessation of hostilities six hours
after signature; evacuation within a pre-
scribed time of all invaded and occupied
territory in Belgium, Luxemburg and
France (including Alsace-Lorraine); with-
drawal of German Armies then operating
in Russia, Austria-Hungary, Rumania,
Turkey and East Africa; retirement
across the Rhine, within 31 days after
signature, of the German Armies on the
Western Front to a line in rear of a
neutral zone 6 miles wide, parallel to the
right bank of the Rhine River frcm the
Dutch to the Swiss border; occupation
by American and Allied Armies, at the
expense of the German Government, of
German territory up to the Rhine and in-
cluding bridgeheads at Mayence, Coblenz
and Cologne; the evacuations and with-
drawals to be attended by no destruc-
tion of property or injury to inhabit-
ants; non-reciprocal return of prisoners,
whether military, naval or civilian, in-
cluding hostages and sentenced persons;
restitution of all seized property and
payment of damages; surrender in good

condition cf the following equipment:
z, 500 pieces of heavy artillery and an
equal number of field artillery, 25,oOO
machine guns, 3,000 trench mortars,
1,700 planes including all night-b ombzrrl-
ment planes, 5,000 locomotives, 15,W0
railroad cars and 5,OOOtrucks.

In addition Germany agreed immedi-
ately to disarm and, within seven days,
intern 10 battleships, 6 battle cruisers, 8
light cruisers and 50 destroyers. All other
naval vessels were to be assembled and
disarmed, submarines in particular were
to proceed intact within 14 days to desig-
nated ports for surrender. Location and
movements of all ships at. sea, naval or
merchant marine, were to be repoi ~ed,
while all merchant ships that had ‘been
seized were to be returned without reci-
procity and in good condition. All boats
and naval supplies along the Belgian coast
were to be abandoned to the Allies.
Moreover, the Germans were to surren-
der all Russian vessels of war or Co~-
merce and all naval supplies that had
been seized in the Black Sea. Germany
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s.3s [~ cease all requisitioning, seizures Or

~Wrci ve measures to procure supplies in

Rumania and Russia for use at home.

The Allies were to have free access to

~Vacuated areas of the Eastern Front

via Danzig and the Vistula River to

enable them to SUPPIY food to the popula-

tions and maintain order among them.

.\rrnistices with Bulgaria, Turkey and

.:.ustria-Hungary:

T = armistices with these countries in
1~1> were effective at the following times:

Bulgana—12: 00 noon, September 29.
Turkey—12: 00 noon, October 31.
Austria-Hungary-3: 00 p. m., Nov. 4.
The United States had never declared

war on Bulgaria or Turkey and conse-
quently was not a party when the armi-
sticeswith these two countries were made.

Otficial termination of the World War:

The war with Germany and Austria-
Hu:.gary was officially terminated by a
joint resolution of Congress approved
July 2, 1921. Later, separate treaties of
peace were concluded between the United
States on the one hand and Germany,
-Austria and Hungary on the other. The
Treaty of Berlin, with Germany, became
effective on November 11, 1921; the
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Treaty of Vienna, with Austria, on No.
vember 8, 1921; and the Treaty of Buda-
pest, with Hungary, on Dec. 17, 1921.

Treat y of Versailles:

On account of the complicated prob-
lems involved, the Allied and Associated
Powers were obliged to abandon the
original plan of a general treaty with all
of the enemy states and to treat with each
one of these states separately.

The treaty of peace terminating the
war ‘ with Germany was signed at
Versailles, June 28, 1919, by the, repre-
sentatives of 26 Allied and Associated
Powers on the one hand and Germany
on the other. China refused to sign the
treaty. In ratifications of this treaty ex-
changed on January 10, 1920, the United
States was not a participating party.

Important among the provisions of
the treaty was the Covenant of the
League of Nations. The League was to
function at Geneva under a Council and
an Assembly, with a permanent Secre-
tariat. The Covenant provided for the
placing under various powers as manda-
tones the administration of the former
German colonies. Provision was made
for guaranteeing the territorial integrity
and political independence of all League
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members, including Germany, against
external aggression. Reduction and lim-
itation of national armaments were
planned and members agreed to take
common action against any nation
threatening peace, to submit serious
disputes to arbitration and mutually to
apply financial, economic and military
sanctions against any member resorting
to war in disregard of its covenants.

The boundaries of Germany were deter-
mined, her political status with reference
to other European states, bath old and
n(?w, particularly PoliIll(l iln(l Czedlo-

Slovukia, was estaldislwd, Alsare-Lorruine
was restored to French sovereignty as
from November 11, 1918, and the coal
mines of the Saar basin were ceded to
France as compensation for German
damage to French mines and as part
payment toward the total reptiration due.
The government of the Saar basin was
to pass from Germany to an international
commission representing the League and
a plebiscite of the inhabitants after 15
years was to determine their eventual
politirdl status. Germany acknowledged
the independence of Austria and pledged
herself strictly to respect it.

Germany was forbidden to maintain or
construct any fortifications either on the
left bank of the Rhine or on the rig}k l]anli
to the west of a line about 30 miles to the
east of that river, or to maintain or
assemble any armed force in that area,
under penalty of being regarded as
having committed a hostile act calculated
to disturb the peace of the world. Her
arm y, reduwd to 100,000 and not more
than seven infantry and three mvalry
divisions, was to be devoted exclusively
to rnaintenimce of domestic order and
frontier control. Conscription was al)ol-
ished and strict limitations were imposed
on the mtinufacture” or importation of
armament, ammunition and equipment;
military ond ntivial aviation were for-
bidden and the acquisition or construc-
tion of submarines was prohibited. The
military and ntival establishments were
fixed so low in personnel and mat6riel as
effectively to prevent an offensive war.

The treaty publicly arraigned the
former German Emperor William 11 for a
supreme offence against international
morality and the sanctity of treaties, and
arranged for the constituting of a spwiul
tribunal for his trial and punishment.

It further placed upon Germany and
her allies responsibility for reparation
for all losses and damages sustained hy
the Allied and Associated Powers and
their nationals as a consequence of the
aggression of the enemy. The amount of
such reparation was to be determined by
an Inter-Allied Reparation C(mlmission.

German ports and inland watmwuys,
including the Kiel Canal, were opened to
the nationals of all Allied and Associat(?d
Powers on a footing of complete equality
with the citizens of Germany.

There were other provisions of a
political, financial, economic and sociid
character too numerous to enumerate
here which with the foregoing made t}lis
treaty of 440 articles the most voluminous
document of its kind in modern times.

Decorations and Medals:
The United States Government

awarded various decorations and one
service medal for service during the World
War. These decorations and the medal
are shown cm the chart on the following
page and are described below. Decora-
tions which could be awarded for service
in either peace or war, for acts not
directly incident to the war, have not
been reproduced on the chart.

Decorations which were awarded through
the War Department:

Medal of Honor, presented by the
President, in the name of Congress, to
persons who, while members of the Army,
distinguished themselves conspicuously
by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of
life above and beyond the call of duty
while in action involving actual conflict
with an armed enemy.

Distinguished Service (loss, presented
to persons serving with the Army who
distin~mished themselves by extr%dordinary
heroism in connection with military
operations against an armed enemy.



,’
.-,
. .

.

mcmj’tims
UNITED, STATES ‘6F AMERICA

!., ~,. .
,’ . . . ..

-. + “,,
.,,,,;.-,.

.,
. .

. !, .,.. .,,. .

,“ ,, ’,.

.

,,’~.,....

,,
,,,,~.

.,1 . . .

,. . .,.. ;.,.,’.:., ,... >.,’ !:.:/,..: $,, , ; ,,.-, ,, , .
. .#: ,.j’ . . . .

! ... .
v.. :! u’.-

!’ :, ..,,.
%.<, ,.

.,. ! ,,, .,,.
hfti DAL OF HoNon .,

UN I’i’ED STATES NAVV -..
$.? ISTINOU1$EED $ERVICS CEOS#
‘ “’:”’” vNITED STATSSSARMY

.: :

!f’

.+, ,.:.; :,

+,?+.
: ;. .,
. .. ...!....,. . .,,!,. , .’, .,. .y,.,

,..-., .,..,,
.: ., ...,

:,,. .,, .

.,
;’

. ...,

3

>“”
,,:. .,, .

#$Sj ‘“:’:,., -

L-J

jj~’ ~~;
. . . .

: ijj..
..

-. J,, ...!.
D1$T1NOQ!6FS8S) SBRVIC~ WStDAL ‘:

lN<>ul S1fED SERVICE M&DAL “+.”’ UN ITSK) STATK$ ARMY
UN iXBD STATSS NAVY .,

,. w1+4 IiOLD szAx

;:,./;;-

“:’( I “r ,,,...:..,’.,“+,..“.,.

T’g,’y

..;,!,-..,. ‘“‘?!m!!r(.,,,?;:1t3;-?:(.,.,, ,<---,..,’:,’,,,’... .?=
f!?
..)‘:’?’-;#;~;;,“’’;’$’:‘:”‘@g”:;:>,,.-r,,..‘.Rc.;,,‘!~:,,.~‘;:s;‘“‘:,:,+:?.+\;’:‘?‘X.,;w%-.&81~Vl)R:iIAR” [$)“:, ,,11 “:

,,.
BUSLPLB HEART , .

,

~~ ; ;~+$~$g;>:$:.’y? , “ “-, -.

??mww~”’:”+ ‘-, ~’” “cToBy: ‘B*AL,. .:t~.. ,; :,., ,, .,x ,.,

: ?..”. . . .. .. ( ., . .,,,<.,.,. ... ..:, . ...,.,, ..-,,’,



.
. . . ., .,,

. .’?

FOd6fjDE60hTIONS .,.,.. . ... .. ,. ..’.



IN’ TERESTING FACTS AND GEhTERAL IN FOR MA TIOhl 511

Dktinguished Service NIedal,awarcied
to persons serving with the Army who
distinguished themse~ves by exceptionally
meritorious service to the Government in
a position of great responsibility.

Silver Star, awarded to persons who
were cited for gallantry in action in
orders issued from the beadquarters of a
force normally commanded by a general

officer, or issued by the war Department,

which citation does not warrant the

award of a Medal of Honor or Distin-

guished Service Cross. This decoration
was originally a small silver star worn on
the ribbon of a service medal, but in 1932
it was replaced by a separate medal.

Purple Heart, awarded to persons who
performed singularly meritorious acts of
extraordinary fidelity or essential service.

;A wound which necesrritated ti~atment by
~a medh?al officer and which was received
;in action is considered as resulting from
! a singularly meritorious act of essential
‘“service. This decoration was established

I by General George Washington in 1782

I

but was subsequently allowed to lapse.
It was reinstituted in 1932 on the 200th

,<anniversary of Washington’s birth.
Oak-Leaf Cluster. Not more than one

of each of the decorations named above
could be awarded to any one person, but
for each succeeding act or achievement
sufficient to justify the award of the
decoration, a bronze Oak-Leaf Cluster
was presented to be worn on the ribbon
of the medal previously awarded.

Decorations which were awarded through
the Navy Department:

Medal of Honor (new), presented by
the President, in the name of Congress,
to persons who distinguished themselves
conspi CUOUSIy by gallantry and intre-
pidity at the risk of life above and beyond
the call of duty and without detriment to
the mission of their commands, while in
action involving confiict with the enemy.

DMinguished Service Medal, pre-
sented to persons in the naval service
who distinguished themselves by excep-
tionally meritorious service to the Gov-
ernment in duty of great responsitilliW.

Navy Cross, presented to persons who
distinguished themselves by extraordinary
heroism or distinguished service in the
line of their profession, such heroism or
service not being sufficient to justify the
award of either a Medal of Honor or a

Distinguished Service Medal.
Gold Star, awarded by the Navy

Department under conditions identical
to those for which the ~rar Department
awards the Oak-Leaf Cluster and worn
similarly on the ribbons of the medals.

Victor y Medal:
Awarded to all persons in the military

and naval services who were on active
duty at, any time between April 6, 1917,
and November 11, 1918, or who were
members of the Ameri&n Expedition to
Siberia or Northern Russia after Novem-
ber 11, 1918. Clasps are worn on the
ribbon of this service medal to indicate
the major operations, defensive sectors,
country or type of naval duty in wtilch
the World War service was performed.

Foreign decorations which were awarded
to a number of American soldiers:

Many Americans received decorations
from the Allied Governments during the
World War. The foreign decorations
most commonly awarded to Americans
are ahown on the chart facing this page.
These were given to Americans for the
same general reasons that they were given
to the individuals of the Allied country
concerned. Tbe particular medals shown
on the chart were awarded as follows:

Great Britain:
Military Cross-To army officers of

junior rank for heroism in action.
Distinguished Conduct Medal—To en-

listed men of the army for conspicuous
gallantry on the field of battle.

Military Medal-To enlisted men of the
army for meritorious action under fire.
France:

Legion of Honor—For extraordinary
and distinguished service, civil or xnili-
tary. Awards are made in various grades.

M6daille MilitaireTo enlisted men
and generals of the army for signal acts
of valor or especially meritorious service.
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Croix de (;ut,rrt: ‘1’u ufli(.ers aII(i (,11-

]iSted lllell of 1 h(? iII’llly for” lnLTil(JriollS

acts perform(,d i 1)t he tl]ea{er (If operations.

Belgium:
Order of I,c(@cI- For extriiordinary

and clistinguisll{d service, civil or lniiitary.
Awards are m:ide in various grades.

Croix de Cli{*rrc- To o(flcers and rm-
Iisteci men of I he army for meritorious
ads performed i n the theater-of operations,

Italy :
War Cross- For war d(wds uf hcroisrn.

The Constitution of the United States
forl)ids the arv.t,ptunrw of foreign derwra-
titms hy the IIiemlwrs of its government
or of its :Irm(tt f(mces with{ml the colI-

sent of Con:: ress. This authorization

was g-ran te(l ljy Congr(!ss through (JII(J

gencrul law ill II)(, case of al] Alli(,d deco-
rations presul!twl to members of thr
military ff)rcvs of the IJnit(?d States during

or within 0111, y(wr after the World War,

Americ:in uuils which were il Wtird(,(f

French decor wiiunsduring the war:
Tile lJr(:t),h {;{)v(,r])m(!])t awar(lwl

decorations [or especially meritorious
conduct in :i(.lion during the war to 156
American units varying in size from a

sectit)n to ii brigade. Tl)cse decorations
were the f(](wragi,re and the Croix de

Guerre witlk various combinations of
palms and ~ilt, silver and bronze stars.
The Anwri(iin unit to which such an
award has lwen made is authurizc{l hy
the Arnericilll Govern me]kt to place on its

flag ii silk streamer 2:4 inches wide and
not less tlla]l 3 frwt nor inure than 4 feet
long, oron itsgui[i{)ll asmullcr stri:illlcr,

wlli(’h is atlat’11(’il to tlw sl:ifl n(wr the
S1)l_,ilrl){!ild. onu slreamer is US(WI for

euch tiwatxl and on each stretimer, which
is in the colors of tlm decor titiun, arc cm-
broidcrwd the names commemoratirrg the
actio!is for which the unit wus citwl.

Uuder French regulations, an urbaniza-
tion twice decorated with a Croix de
Guerre with palm was entitled, upon
issuanceof orders t~ythe French Ministry
of War, to a braided and knotted cord,
called a fourragbre, in the green and red
colors of the Croix de Guerrw. An or-

g:l~lizati~)ll wllith rcc[.ived t], e Croix ,Je
(;uerre with four ])alms was likewise en-
titled to a f’ourragi,re in the yell(Iw and
green colors (Jf the lvl~daille Militaire.
American units so decorated are author-

ized l)y the American Government to

wear the fourrug{:rw. In tlluse units the

fourrirg<;re is placed with the streamers on
the llagorgui(lon and all nwmlwrsof the
{Jrganizatiun W(!:lr tl)e fourragi,rc on the

left shoulder of tl,e uniform as long as

they remain memh(irs oft reorganization.

individuals are also awarded the f(mrm -

g&re as h personal d(woratiun under cwn-

dit.ions similar to those ])ertainirrg to an

orgtinizati~.1} At cer(tm(mies the de[wrv4-

h’i,r (vi(l) citation after Ille awtird of u

Croix de Guerrw, a palm or a gilt, si]vt-r

or l)rollze sttir was ilWiir(lL?d instead of
anotl){tr Croix (Ie (;w. rre modal.

‘~he foll{)wiilg list SIIIJWS tl)(: awards

received I)y all Ameriuun ur]its dworat(d
t)y th(+ l’rcti(hfor ser~,ice during t]le
World W’ur. ‘I’}l(.se:ll(:: ilr:lrlgl,(l irl ord[,r
of the rel;itive’rank of the alvirrd,

l~ourrag&e and (’roix de Guerre with
4 I’alms, 1 Gilt Star and 1 Silver Sltir:
Arnb. Serv. Sec. No. G46.1

I’oarrag&e and (’roix dc Gaerre with
2 l’alms, 1 Gilt Star and I Bronze Slur:
Amb. Serv. sec. No. 62.5.

Fourrug&e and (“rrrix d{, Gucrre with
2 I’illms and 1 (;ili Star: 5111 Marines,
Gth Marines, 2d ht. G. 13n., 3d M. (i.

Bn., 2d l’ield Signal IIn.
Fourragiwc iill(l (iroix de (i uerrw wilh

2 hlms: 9L1) l]) f., 16(}] II) f., Isth ltif.,

2:~(1 lllf., 2(;111 111[. , 2S11) Irll’., 1s[ hl. (;.

Bn., -lth hl. (;. lln., 5th M. G. Iln. j

(iLh hf. (;. IIIi. (hliirincs), 5t11 1,’. A.,
(3th F. A., 7th F. A., ]?th F. A., lsth
h’. A., 17th 14’. A., 2(1 ‘~r(~tl(h hlortar

Ilattet’y, IsL ]~;ngrs., 2(1 I;ngrs., Ist



514 lNTiil?lis”r ING rAC7rs AND

Field Signul 13rr., lIdqrs. nnrl Hdqrs.
Det. 2d Division, Hdqrs. and Hriqrs.
Det. 3d Inf. Brig., Hdqrs. and Hdqrs.
Det. 4th Rrig. (Marines), Hdqrs. and
Hdqrs. Det. 2d F. A. Brig., Hd(lrs. Troop
2d Division. 2d Military Police Cn., 2ri
Tn. Hdqrs., 2d Ammunition Tn., 2d
Engr. Tn., 2d Supply Tn., 2d Sanitary
Tn., 2d Mobile Ordnanee Repair Shop,
Mobile Veterinary Sec. No. 2, 103d
Aero Squadron (formerly Lafayette Es-
cudrille), Ambulance Service Section No.
539, Services attached to 2d Division:
Fodcn Disinfecting Squad No. 17, Ma-
rlline Shop Truck IJnits No. 303 and
363, Military Postal Express Serv. Det.,
Mobile Surgical Unit No. 3, Railheiad De-
tachment, Sales Commissary Unit No. 1,
Sulvage Squad No. 2, Veterinary Field
Units Numlwrs 1, 2 und 3.

Croix de Cuerre with 2 Palms: Am-
bulance Service Section No. 567.

(lroix de Cuerre with 1 Pulrn and 1 (lilt
Sttir: Amhulirnce Service Section No. 523.

Croix de Guerre with 1 l%lm and 2
SWer Sktrs: Amhu!ance Service Sections
No. (X26, 629 tind 633.

(’roix do [;uerre with 1 Palm and 1
Silver Stur: Ambulance Service Sections
No. 6!21 and 622.

Croix dc Cuerrc with 1 Pulm: 3d Inf.
Brig., 4th Brig. (Marines), 6:?d Inf. Ilrig.,
(i4th lnf. Brig., 30th lnf., 38th lnf., 125th
lnf., 126th lnf., 127t.h Inf., 128th Inf.,
:]5:kl Inf., 371st Inf.j :]72d lnf., 1st Bn.
102d Inf., Co. I 9th lnf., Cm L 9th Inf.,
Co. F 167th Inf., Co. C 370th lnf., a com-
posite Pint. Co. A 11lth lnf., 2d Plat. Co.
II lllth Inf., 7th M. (i. 13n., 9th M. G.
Bn., l19th hf. G. Rn., ]?oth M. G. Bn.,

C,li Nlilt AL lNlol{MA’rlON -

Izlst h!. G. ]In., llattery H 53d COmit
Artilleryj 6th Engrs., 302d Engrs., Co. C
56th Engrs., 91st Aero Squa(iron, 9-lth
Aero Squadron, Amb. Serv. Sees. No. 504,
525, 544, 546, 583, 631 and 648.

(koix de Cuerre with 1 Gilt Slur rind
1 Silver Star: Ambulance Service Sections
No. 516, 534 and 635.

Croix de Gucrrc with 1 Gilt Stur: 4th
Inf., 7th I]If., 39th Inf., 104th Inf., Co.
F !lth Inf., Co. G 9th Inf., 4th Plat. (!u.
K 9th Inf., 2d Plat. Co. C 308th lnf.,
Stoli~s Mortar Sec. Hciqrs. Co. 102d lnf.,
10th F. A.,’18th F. A., 76th F. A., 147th
]/+ ~,, B att,ery D 17th l’. A., With
Trench Mortar Battery, 1st Anti-Airrmift
M. G. Bn., Amlmlanee Service Sections
No. 7, 585, 638 and 642.

Croix dc Cuerre with 2 Silver Stars and
3 IIronzu Stars: Ambulance Service Sec-
tion No. 628.

Croix de Guerre with 2 Silver Shin:
Amh. Serv. Sections No. 591 and 636.

{’ruix dc Guerre with 1 Silver Star and
1 Bronze Star: Ambulance Service Sec-
tions No. 553 and 6i23.

Croix de Grrerre with 1 Silver Star:
369th Inf., 1st and 2d Plats. Co. D 168(I)
Inf., Stokes Mortar Sec. Hdqrs. Co.
168th Inf., 8th M. G. 13n., 1 l!lth F. A.,
120th l’. A., 121st F. A., 5th Field Signal
B]]., Mobile Hospital No. 1, Evacuation
Hospital No. 7, Ambulance Service Sec-
tions No. 503, 510, 533, 535, 558, 568,
580, 586, G27, 6:!2, 634, 637, 639, 640,
641, 643, 644 and 645.

(’roix de Gucrre with 1 IIronze Star:
Headquarters and fki~:~~y Co. 1st Bat-
talion Anti-Aircraft A~tlliQ~y, Amhuhmce
Service Sect ions Numlx?rz 593 and 594.

I

Gorge Wushin~nm, America and De Kufb in COnvOy, May 18, 1918
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AMERICAN DIVISIONS

TIIIHR POPULAR NICKNAMES, COMP4_XIT10N> DAYS IN MAJOR CWERA-

PRISONERS LOST AND

l+bpn!arNirhrnw

—

VI)IK!-------------

Name. . . . ..-. -----

k~nrne.-. . . . . . . . . .

lay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1{1,11I)i:lllll)lltl . .
N(lln! .. .. . ... ...
None. . .. .. ... .. ..
l’~llllfltt,lor . . . . . . . .
Ylmklw. . . . . . . . . . .
h’ew York. . . . . . . .
Kl!y!dime. . . . . . . . .
Illnn nnd Only. . . .
1)1,1Ilirknry...
I)isio.. . . . . . . . . . . .
Imnjmvs . . . . . . . .
Prairie . ..--- . . . . . .
%ndstomt . . . . . . . .

None.. . . . . . . . . . .
l,mmf31nr,.. .. . . .
Illlt.kl.yl . . . . . . . . . . .
[ .)’4411110 . .

Ih!llll . . . . . . . . . .

Sunshine.. . . . . . . . .

FIIIISP.... . . . . . .

Itninlww. . . .
Acme.. . . . ..- .
hlolmpdlt:m. ----
I.igllilllllg . . . . . . . . .
J,iln,rly .--- . . . . . . .
lllttn lti,lgo . .
Klollnw:lll . . . . . . . .

.\ll Amorimn.. . . .
(~hio . . . . . . . . . .
I,itn+tltl . . . . . . . ..-.
(.ltster-., . . . . . . . .
l{hck lltIwk . . . . . .
Amn. . .. . . . . . . . . .
(’lmwrkmf. . .. .. . .
hriddlel~est . . . . .
AIIIIII{). . . . . . . . ..-.
\vild West . . . . . . .
IIlilhlo...,. . . . .. .
None $. . . . . . . . . . . .

hf. Rri(rdrn

. . . ..

1,? . . . . . . . . . . .
3, 4 ....-------
fin . . . . . . . . . .
7,n. . . . . . . ..-.
0,10 . . . . . . . .
11,12. .. . . . . . .
13,14. . . . . . . . .
15,10..-------
Fll,.w..-------
s3..54.. . . -----
Sl,:a.. . . . . . . .
r17,.w.. . . . . . . .
741.M. . . . . . . .
nl.w . . . ..-. -.
t!s,ml---------
fi\nn- . . ..--..
(17,nx.. . . . . . . .
m,7n..-------

71.72. . . . . . . . .
X474. --------
7L7a . . . . . .
77,7M..-... -..
70,Ma. . . . . . . . .
X1,*2. . . . . . . . .
W,x.t .. . . . . . . .
Ml. 152. . . . . . .
1.52.1s4.. . . . . .
1%5,I.ul.. . . . .
157,1.5$. . . . . .
M!l,lon . . . .
I(I1. I(P:. . ..-.
llxt, ml.. -----
IIL5,ion... . . . .
ln7, Inrl . . ..-.
ml, 17( L......
171,172-------
173,174. . . ..-.
17.s,Ire . . . . . .
)77, In.. . . . . .
170,lsO.. . . . . .
lt41,1X2. . . ..-.
IM,INI .. . . . .
IM Isa . . . . . .

Numrrut IIdywuthm ef lhitx fn l){dsion
——— —..-_ ..—-—. —

hf. R@IMcrit*

—— .

lhl~, a m..-. -.. -.-. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
o,z4,&a. -_- . . ..-. -. . ..-- . . . .._.
4.7, WS --------------------------
w,47. &.w. -----------------------
Ml,rll, fill. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
hl, saA\,s4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5+.%24,4W... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l~6~& 13.. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lnt,lqlm 14M.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Im\lmlm, lm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
14M,11Q111,112. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lln,114,11s, llm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
117.li*fm,120 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
121,1a 123,124. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
#z\lalw, lB.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lm.la131,1w --------------------
lM.1*13\ lm.. -.-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
137,I.% lw14n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
141,142,143,144. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
14514K147,”14S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l.ltl, lr~lfil,lw ~,.... . . . . .
M3,1,54,1W,IM . . . . . . . . . . . .
157,l.%lMI, IMI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
IIv,lfiz llm,lw.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
lrh5.Iqll17,1m . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3ol,2tg.wx4,:tni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wmmw,m....-------.....-...
:UXA31m211.312.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
:i13,214,31%310.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
317.31431!432n . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7A v) .lz40:r41. . . . . . . . . . ..-, .-*,
YA5,w*$n, r3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
:i3), xm, Ml,.wJ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
:4X{,:C44,:*L%,:W4.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
227,Y3!l#*3f4340... -.. -.: . . . . . . . . . . .
ml,34& 343,344. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
34b,34& 347,34U. --------------------
349, XWMI, M2.. .--. ..- . . . . -------
U3. M4,W3,2M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
:S7,%W,%W, W... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~,, ~~, ~--------------------

:uL\:mw,.w . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
:MM),3m,371,372. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

———. ....

F. A Itrgls.

—.-—— .

5,6,7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
121s,17--------------
lo,l& 76. -.--. . . . . . . . .
13,16,77. -.. -.-- . . . . . .
ill, a 21. -.-. . . . . . . . . .
3,11,78 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
!,70, Ha. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2,81,23 .-- . . . . . . . . . . . .
101, 102103 . . . . . . .. . . . .
104, m, Ion. . . . . . . . . . .
m, 103, 109. . . . . . . . . . .
l!O,lll, 112. . . . . . . . . . .
113, 114, 115. -.. -....-.
llli, 117,11R. . . . . . . . . . .
IIo, lm,lzl -----------
12”123, 124-----------
125, 12n,127 . . . . . . . . . .
1L?,12! 1,130 . . . . . . . . .
1:{1,134133 . . . . . . . . . . .
Ml, 135, awl. . . ..-.. -.
1:17,m, 13! . . . . . . . . . .
110.111. 1’K2..-.. -----
113; 144; 145. . . . . . . . . . . .
140, 147, 148..----------
11!),Irll. 151.....-.-----
:4111,:UV43L3.-----------
304,:)05,206 . . . . . . . . . . . .
:407,:408,30!. . . . . . . . . . . .
310,:! 11,312 . . . . . . . . . . . .
:{13,:41.4,:{15. . . . . . . . . . .
:llfi,:l17,31x . . . . . . .
:{lfl,:r4), :r2i. -.-. . . . . . .
:rr:,:lm, Ye!.-.- . . . . . . . .

%$WE:;::I::::
:K\l,*72,:m. ..-. .-. -...
334,335,2W-----------
337,3M4339. . . . . . . . . . . .
340,341,342 . . . . . . . . . . . .
313,3i4,345------------
:*lfi,347,34x . . . . . . . . . . . .
:+I!I,3W,351.. . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

hlW\l10 llllitS, 1111ilI 421K]])iVkiOll, ill )Sdd tllC41ty~. I Nk’er olwalo(l us u (Ii vision,
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T
HEAmeri ciin Battle Monumen w
Commission was created by Con-
gress in 1!)23. In carrying out its

task of commemorating the services of the
Arnerivan forces in Europe during the
World War the {commission erected appro-
priate memorials abroad, improved the
eight military C(I,,)eteries there and in this
volume records I he vital part American
sol(liers and s:)il~rs ])]:~y(!d in I)ringing the
war to :IJI early ::nd successful conclusi(m.

All dates w], ~. II appear in t]lis book are
inclusive. Fm instance, when a period
is stated as h vember 7–9 it includes
all three days, i. e., November 7, 8 and 9.

The date gi\ ,m for the relief in the

front line of OIJC division by another is

that when the command of the sector

passed to the (/ivision entering the line.
In the few in: (antes where no date of
passage of con, mand could he found it
was assumed 1hut command passed as
directed in the field orders and when the
field orders did not specify the time it
was assumed that the command passed
upon the completion of the relief of the
last front-line unit of the division.

When unils of a division entered the
line for traini ~,g, the date of entry into

the line is tli. L when the first unit went
into the front line; the date used for the
termination (Jf this service is thut when
the last unit of the division left the line.

On the maps and sketches id] dates on
the lmttlc lil)(,s refer to midnight of the
day in questi{,n unless otherwise indicated.
For exarnp]e, if the dute September 26
appems on a I)attle line, it meuns the line
was there at midnight of September 2(i.

The unit boundaries shown on the small
sketches are those prescribed in ofIiciul
field orders. On all maps which use
colored are~ or stippling to show ground
gained, the field order boundaries nre dis-
regarded and each color or type of stippling
shows the grom..i tictually passed over by
the troops of the organfi%:tion concerned.

The size or type of the map illustrating
any particular opemtion in no way indi-
cates the importance of the opertition;
clearness was the only governing factor.

The 1/200,000 maps at the ends of
Chapters II, III, IV and V have been
placed there with the idea that while the
tourist is reading the text or following the
tour of a chapter he will keep the map at
the end unfolded, available for reference.

As u gcnerd rult~, only the lociltions of
hwdquarters of corps and divisions from
which active operations were directed
more than three days are mentioned in
the text. Those who desire more com-
plete information on the subject can find
it in tile two volumes published offl(:iidly
by the Historical Section, Army War
College, entitled “Order of Battle of the
United States Land Forces in the Workf
War, American Expeditionary Forces”.

All casualty figur~,s are derived frum
official records of the War Department and
include only the killed and wounded in
action and those who died of wounds re-
ceived in action. They exclude all missing
in action, captured and sick. In all cases,
except cm page 515, easu;ilties arc given
only for the periods units actually served
in the front line. In the tables at the unds
of the various chapters, the casualties of
units which served temporarily attached
to the different divisions are given by
separate figures. The casualties which
i)])] )(?iir on Pilge 515 are from the Report
of tlw S(xuwtary of Wur for 1!)2(;, wit}) t II!,
addition of the Marine Corps and the Navy
cnsualtics. These figures do not include
the casualties of the attached units.

This text embodies the results of a very
exhaustive study made )Jy the commk+-

sion, using data from German and other
sources concerning the location of the
Hindenburg Line in the Meuae-Argonne
region. Unless otherwise indicated the part
of that position described in the text antf

- on the maps is its main line of resistance.
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TvpIc; Il 2d I>i\ isicm B,ttrlcfielcl M:(rkcr

Afedul of ]Ion[)r citations have berm
used freely because these citations give a
vivid picture of the htirdest part of the
fighting. At one place or another in the
book information is given concerning the
citittions of each of the 94 men awarded
the Army Congressional Medal of Honor.
As the majority of these men were in the
inrantry, the branch of service has been
indicated in the text unly in case the sol-
dier w~isin some other branch of the army.

The classification in this text of the
front-line service of American divisions
into battle and sector service is the same
as given in General Order Nu. 16, War
Department, 1921, iind its amendments.

French tnilps and guidebooks:

There are on sale in France i~ndBelgium

exwllent road maps and inexpcnsive

guidebooks, written in English, giving
complete, up-to-date information concern-
ing roads, hotels, restaurants and objects
(>f some histori(xil intcr( ’ht. These hooks

and maps w ill lx; foutld of greut. value

\vhile nlaliif~g a tour of tile huttlelie!ds.

Information concerning French rorrds:
The roads in France me numbered.

National highways are the best roads and
are designated by the letter “N” followed
by a numeral; for example, N-3 is the
National Highway No. 3. Departmental
roads, corresponding to state roads in the
United States, are designated by the
letters “G. C.” or “G. C. D.” and a nllm-
ber; for exumple, G. C. 6 or G. C. D. 6,
These also are good roads and rank just
below tbe national highways. The lettem
“I. C.” and “V. O.” indicate local roads,
The main difference in all these roads is
in width rather than in the character of
the surface. National roads are wide, run
comparatively struight, and are marked
so they are easy to follow, whereas local
roads are narrow, very winding, and in
general have not many road signs.

All roads except poor ones have along-
side them a stone post nt e;~ch kilometer,
That part of the post facing the road
bears a number and the designation of
the road, such as N -3 or G. C. 6. The
sides of the posts generally give the nilrrr~
of the next large village or town and the
distance to it. Smull posts about 8
inches high usually mark each tenth of
a kilometer between successive posts.
.It(mds chonge the nurnhering of their
kilometer posts, given on the side facing
the road, at each departmental boundary.

Conversion of meters rind kilometers:

1 kilometer == 0.62137 mile
1 mile == 1.6093 kilometers
1 meter = 39.37 inches

1.0!) yards
1 yurci 0,9144 meter

A simple rule for roughly converti]lg
lcilom{?ters to miles is to multiply t!le
number of kilometers by 0.6. To change
from miles to kilometers do the opposite
and divide the number of miles by ().6.

The graph ic scaies below can hu used
for conversion purposes where distanres
sllort~’r th;m 20 liilmm?ters are involvwl:

0123.151J7 sylolllzl~lqls lclz]slgzo
Kilometers

o 1 2 1 1 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1,2 12.b

Miles
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‘1’he requirements
for these medals are

not always strictly en-

forced. In general, all
those who served in
the area bounded hy
the following (all towns
are inclusive) are eli-
gib]e for the Verrlun
medal: Conflans-en-
,1wnisy, ‘~hiauwurt.

@eqb /
,/’ Monts_eL, St. Mihielj

“’..< I >-”
.. ------ + -z --

-------- --------

Information for use on descrifmd tours:

On the rfescrihecf tours road direc-
tions have been given where there is a
possibility that the i,}urist might go
astray. At junctions where n,) road
instructic~lls are given LIICtourist should,
of course, cwntiliue struight altead.

The speedometer disttinces recorded hy
automo}]iles vary gr~i~tly and those re-
corded }Jy th(? sume car under diffcrwnt
conditions, such as W(’L 211d dry weather,

are not the same. ‘f’hese points are men-

tioned so that too much reliance will not
be pla{wd ,)n spe(’d{)ll~(,ter roa(]ings.

At thv sto])s the l.t~urkt is tol(l t{) face
in a certuln (Iirectit}r! and the accoun~ of
the operations is given with respect to
that facing. The mennings of the various
eXfIreSSj[JtlS used t(J indicate the different
directions iw(+ illustrated by the sket(’h
lrrcutt?rion the u]qler part of this page.

Medals issu(,~l hy the cities of Vcrdun,
St. fifihicl and (’}lfitc~ill-’~ llierry:

The cities of l’crd(ln, St. Mihiel and
Chfiteau-’l’hierry have issued special med-
als which are avail al~le to all American
veterans who served ill the genera] vicinity
of tll(’su ci(im (luring Ll]t’ w:ir. ‘I’]](W

medals )nay I)(: Ollt;lill(!d I)y writing and
sending s~~m(;]Iroof of svrvirw ill tile Ameri-
can Army an{! it) LIIC n,giorl LI) tl)e m:t.y(ws

of the cities rxmccrmwl, who will lJla(e

the letter in the l)rl]lwc l)ii]i(ls. A small
fee is charged for the cost vf the medal.

Noyers, Ste. Mene-
hould and to the north
as far as the Armistice
line. l%e iirea pre-
s(vilml for the St.

Milliel medal is rouKhly as follows: l>~)nt-h-
hl ousson, hl&lil-1~-Tmrr, Ligny-en-13ar-
rois, Souil]y, Les Eparges and Vandi&es.
No gener:d ;Lr(’ii has l)(WII prescribed for
eligi})ility for the C115tc:>111-’~llic:rr>’m(dal.

‘1’}[Ji..ll ]S[ f)i!’iSiOJl]~~]tr]L’liL-](f &](M]ll]])L’J, t

.&& .



AMM<ICAN WORLD WAR MEMORIALS IN EU ROPE

13RIiCTED BY AGENCIES OTHER THAN

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

IN addition to the memorials erected by
the United States ~overnment there

are a number of other American World
War memnritds in Europe. Some of these
were in existence before the American
Bttttle Monuments Commission was creat-
ed and others are useful memorials con-
structed with the Commission’s approval.
A few are memorials to American units
which served with the French Army tM-
fore the United States entered the war
und rollt.(m]ing the erection of which t he
Commission was without jurisdiction.

For the benefit of those interested there
is given below a tabulation of American
World Wur commemorative memorials in
l*;urol,u ~)f which the American lla~tlc
Monuments Commission has a record and

which were erected by agenci= other than
those of the United States Government.

This table dow not include monuments
to units smaller than a regiment, markers
now falling to pieces, French village mrrn-
uments which commemorate American
units in addition to their own dead, and
monuments to ftrreign armies erected by
Americttns or from Americm S(JUWS.

In this connection it maybe stated that
the Commission feels that the memorial
project. of the lJnited States Government,
described in Chapter XII, adequately
commemorates all units of the American
forces in Europe during the World War
iIO(I thilt 11)(: crrrt.ion (If :IIIY ilddi lional
Americiul monuments abroad would nnt
be in guod taste and should be prohibited.

t’llil. ,ar cvvnt Nun)
(71111111c1111Jr1111>11 Iwr

-.. .— —.— l—. —
I

\’ (’maw . . . . . . . . . 1

M l~ivision-... -.

2d lllvisiou. -.. . . .

IM l)i~isi,Gil.. . .. . . 1
I

(o) .4 lung rwl ! 2

nlilo srmlluwt of

(’ill\tigt]y(*jllll]]c).

(II) On nlsijl highwy

\\csl ()( 1IIlzwlcy

(Aisue).

(rr) .kt mud jnnct. ion

oust of Vignrwllos
( Mrme).

(d) .41011Mnmin rod
}4 nlile ensl of S1.
Jnviu (Ardeunes).

(e) Along road south

Of IVadeliucuurt
(Ardennes).

011 Ull U( thelruw!-
flelds wluw tho di-
vision hid flghthrg,

(’hmtclw

..— .-

Smdl ]luuker hUilL

of Iidd Slu:les.

SUIIII1 c0ncrr3t0
shaft, surnmurjl-
wl hy n ewvwl
C@o of s! 011(!.

ohrmt 3 feet ii)
(Iimueler, with W
IJiv. iusignin in
Immw IIIMMIit.

Slono Umllllnm]t
uf nndiur!l size.

1 )utc erect v41
.

%on nfkr the
.irtuistiw.

l!)l!). . . . . . . . . .

30011ufter the

Armistiw

If... . . . . . .

I:emurks

—- .—

Erect WIby umniln!rs of
unit to murk V (’reps
line rItVIMA nnisl ite.
Sw I)icture, ]Iugo 241.

Srrxtod hy tlw 1s1 I)iv.
Nmues of dwd hi

vicinity git WI on
Immzo ]hlrw Sce
lficluro ou pww M.

Ihsded try nlen fnrni

the division. SW
picture on ]WW Ml.

l!rocted try d ivisirm
tn its deeds nnd IIWUI.
See piclrsre, IMIW MI.
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The (knsultiog Architect of’ the American
Battle hlonuments Commission:

Dr. Paul P. Cret of Philadelphia has
been the Consulting Architect of the Crrm-
mission throughout its entire existence.

Architects who designed the memorials
constructed hy the Commission:

‘1’he chapels and monuments erected
in Iluro])e by the American Battle Mon LI-

ment.s Commission were designed hy the
[o]lowing numed American :irchitects:

John Russell Pope, New Yorli.

Nleuse-.%rgonne lmemorial, Iil ont faucon.

York & Sawyer, New York.
The chapel and other arcliitectural

features in hfeusc-A rgonne cemetery.

I,@-ton Swartwout, New York.
St. Mi]liel monument, on hfontsec.
The (l~i]p(’1, entrance and flagpole in

the Brookw(md eelmrtery in England.

Paul P. Crwt, l’hiladel])hia.
Aisne-h4arnc nl[’m(wia], on IIill 204.
The chapel in Flanders l“ield cemetery.
hfonumcnt lo(’iltt’d north of 13cllicourt.
hlemoria! archway li)catetl at Gil)ridtar.
Bronze tablet on huil(ling at Chaurnont.
Rronze tal~lct on building tit Souilly.

Cram & Ferguson, IIostmn.
Chal]e]s and other features in Aisne-

M;]rne and {)ise-Aisne cemeteries.

Ral])h Nlilrnan and the 1luward Shaw
Associates, Chi~!ago.

Ilfonument on old fortification at Drest.

Ar{ hur l,oornis Ilarmon, New York.
hl (>]rr,)riii] fountain at city of Tours.
M(mument near village of S{nnmep-y.
hf onument in the village of Cantigny.

(jl’(wge 11OW(’, Phila(ielphia.
Chapel and other architectural features

in the Somme cemetery near 130ny.
\’ierstruat monument, south of Ypres.

Thomas Harlan I’;llett, New York.
The chapel and other architectural

features in the St. Mihiel cemetery.

Charles A. Platt, New York.
The chapel and main entrance gate at

tlw S(iresll(,s (emettwy, n(wr I’aris.

liarry Sternfelrf, Philadelphia.
Monument and park development in

the village of Audenarde in Belgium.

Sculptors and artists who did outstundhrg

works of art for the Commission:

The W(:rli of the following sculptors und
artists itl connection with the chuIwls and
memoriu]s erected by the cOllNllkSi(Jll in

[~hnwpe is worthy of speciu[ recognition:

C. P. .Jtmnewein, Sculptor, New York.
All sculpturing for Tours fountain.

Adolph Weinman, Sculptor, New York.
Meuse-Argonne memorial, Montfauctm.

Paul &lansllip, Sculptor, New York.
Soldier monument and urn at chapel of

the St. hfihie] cemetery, Thiaurwurt.

John Rradley Storr, Scull)tor, Chicago.
All sculpturing for Brest m{)nunrent.

A. Il{)ttiau, Sculptor, Paris.
Features for Aisne-Marne mnnum(,llt.
All sculpturing on Bellicourt mu)~urm,llt.
1{’la])(lers 1~’iel(i chapel neor Wacreglll.m.

n! arrw} ~Joyau, Sculptor, Paris.
Sclll])Luring for Somme cemetery cha]w].

lk-ry I“aulkner, I’ainter, New Yorli.
Mosaics on the interior walls of the

St. M ihiel and Suresnes chapels.

Reginald IIallward, London.
All stained-glass windows in hull) tile

Rrookwood and Suresnes chapels.

oiiicii~ls of European Office, American

Battle illonuments Commission, who

suprxviscd construction:

The following officials who served in thu
European Office of the Commission whi]c
the memorials ond chapels were hein~
constructed had important duties in eml-
nection with the construction work. (All
officers are in the Regulur Army and iir~

listed in order of reporting f~mduty.)

Lt. Col. X. H. Price, C. E. (In charge.)
Ctipt. Thomas North, J’. A.
Lt. Col. I1arris <Jones, C. E.
Maj. George A. Horkan, Q. M. C.
Maj. Hul)ert W. Beyette, Q. M. C.
Lt. Co]. Wilhelm D. Styer, C. 1’;.
Capt. Robert A. Schow, Inf.
Maj. Willis E. Teale, C. E.
1,1. C(J. Raymond C,. Moses, (1. E.
Maj. George l’. Hobson, Q. M. C.
Capt. Louis J. Rumaggi, C. E.
Mr. Henry R. Brown.
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Aid Stutiuu. A II>,<Iival t.st;il,lisl>rrlt,l)t, mmr III<,
Irt>ut, f,w mnvrgvnch IItatmeml uud further disposi-
tion of c[,rnlmi Pasu:,, ~:<.

Artillery I’r,,p:m,! Sc41(duk.11 artillery fire dc-
Iiverecf Ih fmx, kin al 1. 10 destroy or ueutrtalizv the
enemy d( i(.rj,.{s, n,., , i,,f :3nd personnel.

lhmrage. A curl tl fc,rmrrf by fire from artillery
or OtheI WI+II I,,IW firing from fixed m<mnts. A
“standillg Imrragt, ” is mIe usuulty pked mn-oss a
prohallk. UW.IIU< , tm.my npproavh. A “rolliilg
Imrragr.” i:; O]IC114, prcm.dt.s the altackil]g irdml(ry
at a prcs(,, ib, xl r;i I c ;, or(li,r toassisi its advtmm. A
“box hill, :L~l” i:< continuous stu[dir]g Imrrago,
covcrir)g t II(, rtwr c1 lluI,ks ‘Ii :LII arcw in ordc,r to
fmw!ut t II*. [W’all. <s, rein f,,l vcrIIvI>t vf tlw <.lwmy
within th,. arc,u.

Ilasc SC,*lion. A ,(w ur,u (Jr sul,,livisi, m ,,f Ihu
Swwic[,s [,[ SIIIIPIJ

U;bllalioo (]llriL1!. , Arm.rican). A lad ical u8,it

eonsisliw d ;kkt.c .(tlrlc.rs XIIII f,,ur uilk.c<u]l],orli(,.s.
The ncumal vcm,n.. .! ,d a lll:Ljll~. T, I(lIIWovkl War
tilrcmgth I,027 i,fli( , ;111[1m(l).

lkIttt:ry (Anwri 4., . AII ar(illtry uuit umsisting
of a s[>c,vilic(lIIUn8i , <Ifguns, 1WWIII%f,mr, am! t hI:
persol)wf (,, m:tIb t‘ II>. (’, >,,,1, ):,,,, !,.,1hy ;, r;qd;till,

Itridtxth<md. A , ,ilimt 1,(,v4Iil,g a lwi,l~t., k,c:d ,d
on tlw si<lc:l,Iwm II Iac WK.IIIY.

lkigu<k, (Field A, .illery, Amcrivxu). An urguniza-
tiun v,IUII;Iisiwg :L lKu#l(lutirl,rs, two r,.~imc.nts of
75-mni. xltins. 011,. .<.gim,ml (d I5:,-Innl. Ibctuilx(,rs,
and <me (i.iuuh i r< .1) nlurtar Imti[,ry. Tkc, normal

commwld of u I igmliw goncral. W’,)rllf T\’tLr

Strf?llgth .1,908 roll I,ilt;lllls 411[1 48 guns, 2 I hmv-
itzcrs and 12 Lrcu,.1, m,)rt us.

lkirsidl~ ( I n rant, j, American). An org:inizat ion
consist itl~: t,f a II<,C,.I,IUW4(UX,two iufuutry rc.i:imm,ts
and a n];irhil,g, KU,, I,;llt:ktic,ll. ‘rht, normal v<,rnm;knd

1 World \Vur strvngl Ii 8,:Mof a l~liga(lit,r 1:(,11,r;l
wmluilar]ts; (i,4[,!l , illcs.

Oulu,ll Ifxgc. fll ,.ans empl<)ytd to c,,nccal fr(bm
hoslik, adwtrv:kti<,rfi.11<11h grouu<l WIII ;iir, Iro<)l)snni]
maturi{~l I,IIVL(M1itj v.x[,,w.d uwas.

oaptiva. Ikdloon. A 1)2111<)<,11,I,(.I(1 Ily (wld’w, us,.d
for cdwc,rvuli,,,l [IuIpIIscs. S<,111$!Of th$,ti(,, 111.vail.l.Or
their shaix,, u’11<, mlh,d “SaIISq&a I,alkmm.”

(’usu;,l Ii*s. l%,. d<wcl,x ,Iundcd, c:L[81ur(wl,missil)g
in mlis~n anti sick in v:ImIB;iiIw ?IBt(ll,ntlk. TIws(,
sick frum di~dsc xr~ UO1 iucludwl i!~ t k heading
“battle cusualtie..’”

<!4)111111:1[Id 1’os1. ‘1’1)6sIIlw,i, fr{>m which a com-
mander rlirerts III(. opwuti<ms of his unit.. often
called duriug the }\/orld Wur a “l’. (:. ” muaningc a
peat of cxmlmurld. NCIW gmwrally at)brwiaied in
the United Slulcs Army and call(d a “(1. 1’.”

Cw-mpby (Iuf;in try, Amcricon). l’he auth, )rized
Commuud uf a eapt~in. World War s(re]]gth !256
ofliw.rs mhd men.

(h twa.u(m ti<,n ( ‘ILWP. A v.,0,1, il~wl,irl, lr!,t,l,s ;m.
aaaemhled pr[f)aralory to service aguinst an CIIetrIyor
for transportation to the thtwtcr of war. A camp or
cantonment where prisurwrs or refugees are interned.

(529)
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carried by wind currerrtc toward the enemy position.
Grenade. A small bomb. One type could bc

thrown by hand and another waa projected from a
rifle by means of a grenade discharger.

Hindenburg Lhte. Name given originally by the
B ritiih to a powerful defensive poeition of great

strength constructed by the Germans between %1s-
cans and Cambrai to which they conducted a strategic
retirement in February 1917. Tbe name was later
applied by the Allies and Americans to strong German
defensive positions on other parts of the front.

Howitzer. A riflsd, breech-loading cannon wltb
comparative y short barrcf and IOWmuzzle vebcity,
fired at rangeaand elevationsinteren~latibchwe.n
fieldgunsand xnortara.

Intiltrstc. To paas troops in relatively arnall num-
bers through gaps or weekly held portions of the
hostile linee. To move troope into or nearer a hostile
pmition by sending forwsrd single men, small groups
or thin lines at widely aeparatad interval=

Intedligencc -Ice. The organization in an army
whose duty it is to collect, study, interpret and dk-
tribute information of tbe enemy and to pravent the
enemy from obtaining information.

Lmiaon. Close touch maintained bctwecrr uni@ by
agents or officers, for the purpose of exchanging
information and insuring cooperation.

Lines of Communication. All rou~, land, water
and air, which connect a military force in the field
with ite bate of operations, and along which suppfirs
and reinforcements are sent to the front and woundad
are moved to the rear.

Machine Gun. A gun tiring on the automatic prin-
ciple from a tied mount. During the war such grma
were usually water cooled.

Machine-Gun Neal. One or more machine guns
emplaced or corvmalcd in a firing position. Usually
organized so that two or more guns could hs mutually
supporting aud could deliver croming bands of fire.

Mat6riel. All material tbinga necessary for war

purpuacc. Used in contmdistinction to pwacumef,
Mine Ramcge. A line or network of sea mines to

prevent the paaaage of abipa. A mine layer is a
boat equipped for placing mines, and a mine aweepcr
is one used in removing therrr from the water.

Minenwerfer. A German bomb-throwing wcapnn
cleeigncd for trench use. It was muzzle-loading a“d
rifled, and had a curved trajectow. A small mortar.

Mobilimtion. The organizing and -mbling of
troops and all reauurces of a nation for war.

Mopping Up. To clear an ares or position that hce

bsen advanced over in an attack, by killing or cap-
turing the enemy soldiers remaining in it.

Morale. The mental state of an individual or body
of troops, especially in relation to perforrnauce of
duty; also applies to the civfliau population.

Mortar. A cannon with a comparatively sboi-t
barrel and a .1OW muzzle velocity which is fired at
high angles to shell areas bahind steep ridgea.

Munitiicra. Militarystoresof all kinds.
No Man’s IAICCLThe strip of ground tmtwecn op-

pcsing front Iinec. On tbe Western Front it varied
in width from a few yards to several hundred.

Order of Rattle. The general disposition of troupa
or their arrangement when participating in battle.

outffank. To pass around or turn the flank of an
enemy so aa to be able to threaten hls flank or rear.

Patrols. Small detachments used for a number of
purpoacs, such as raiding and remnnoitering tbp
enemy and protection.

Piflbox. A covered concrete emplacement for one
or more machine guns.

Pionaer Trnops. Military Iaborcrs employed in
building roads, digging trenches, etc.

Platoon (Arrrerican). One of the elements of ~
company, World War strength ahout 50 men. The
normal command of a lieutenant.

Pontnn. A boat used to bold part of the roadway
of a floating bridge.

Raid. A sudden and rapid invasion of a h~~e
position, usually carried out by a small force for the
purpoee of returning with priaonera and information.

Railhead. A point on a raflway where ammunition
and eupplies are transferred to durnpe or vehiclca for
defivery to the tronpa.

Reclassification Camp. A camp to which individ.
uals are sent for cxacnination in order to detarrnine the
duty for which they are beat suited.

Recmmaiasurrce. The examination of a Imaljry or
of a hocti!e force in order to gather information of
military value.

Regiment (Infantry, American). An organiuttio”
compueed, during the World War, of a headquarters,
three battalions, a headquarters cornpeny, a supply
company and a machine gun company. Strength
3,770 combatant. The normal command of an
oficer of the rank of colonel.

Ragrdating Stations. Large railway yards from
which suppfiea wers forwarded to the reilbeads.

Remnunt Dapot. Replacement depot for animal
caaualtwa. A rarnount is the replacement furnished.

Salient. A part of a battle line which pmj{-cts
pointedly into opposing territory.

Sector. An area occupic.d by a unit in defense;
the frontage of such an area.

Sortie. A sudden offensive movement made from
a fortitied baas.

Squad (American). A baaic unit of organization,
consisting nnrrnally of a corporal and seven privates.
A ganeral term f or various small groups.

Stra@gic Center. A region which bccauae of ils
commanding position, harbor facilities, lines of com-
munication, natural rsaources, bases of supply situ-
ated there, or other reaauns is of greatadvantage to
the holder in the conduct of operations, and the I@
of which would seriously cripple him.

Strong Point. A compact arce strongly organiz~
and garrisoned for a protracted defense.

Tank. An armored self-propdled vehicle of the
track-laying type (caterpillar tractor), combbd@
fir>power, mobility and shock action.

W=tern Front. The name appfied to the hattk
front in France and Belgium extendiug from tbe
North Sea to the Swim border.

tine of Action. The area between certain d~@f
limits or boundaries, generally at right angles to tbe
front, =.ignad to a unit in offensive action Or in
a withdrawal from a cetiln locality.

Zone of Operetiona. The region within which So
armY operates between ita haae mrd its objective.
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Baug6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445
Baulny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218,223, 317
Bayonne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445
Bayonville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2S3
Bazeilles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299
Baznches . . . . . . . . . . . . .. SO, S1,62
Bazoille=ur.hfeuw . . . . . . . . . . . 442
Beau D&ert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445
Baauchamp Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . 315
Beauclair . . . . . . . . . . . . ..”.. 315
Beaumont (Ardennes) . . . 291, 222,293, 802, 30,;
Beaumont (Meurths-st-Moselle) . . . . . . 157
Beaumont (Meuae) . . . . . . . . . 179,212,271
Beaune . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..4.12.4w
Beauregard Farm . . . . . . . . . 225, 227
Beaurepaire Farm . . . . . . . . . 87, s9, 90
Beauval . . . . . .-~...... . . . . 40’7
Belfort . . . . . . . . . . . 419,424,425,442
Belfort Gap . . . . . . . . . . 419,423.425,426
Belfort ruse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 424
Be!lea” . . . . 37.53, S9,462

Belleau \Vood . . . . . . 31,36,44.45,46,47,43,
49, 51, 62, 55,464,475,479,433

Bellejoyeuse Farm . . . . . . . . . . 335, 2S6
Belleville-aur-Bar . . . . . . . . . . 238
Belle-Yuc Farnr . . . . . . . . . . . ..g4
Be:levue Signal Ridge . . . . 326: S57, 85s, 359,361
Bellicourt . . . . . . . 373,375, 37S, 333,384,465
Belrupt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157
B.&wy. . . . . . . . . . . . . ...131.150
Berehaveu .,...... . . . . . . . . 453
Bereznik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435
Berncastel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 492
BerrY-au-Bac ..,...... . . ...29
Bei-ay-ls-Sec . . . . . . . . . . . . ...39.87
Beaace, La.........,.. . ..234

Page
Bssan~on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 442
Besogne, La . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3~~

B6thincourt . . . . . , 195, lW, 197, 199,200.315
Beugneux . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...94
Berrvcrdes . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...94
B&zu-l~Gu&y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
Billy-sous-les-C6tas . . . . . . . . . 120, IS7
Binarvil}e . . . . . . 313.339, 3C1, 362,36.3,366
13ird, Pvt. Felix . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265
Blackwell, Pvt. Robert L. . . . . . . . . 2 !.“
Blanq Le . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .: !..
Blanc Mont . . . . . . . . , . . . 334, 351.3.=,2
Blanc Mont Rjdgo . . . . . . . . . . . . 333,

334,346,347,349, 3~0, 351,363,357,475
Bleckley, Secnnd Lt. Erwin R. . . . . . . . 364
Bl&ancmrrt . . . . . . . . . . . . ...94

BIo~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443
Bniry-St. Martin . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407
Bois:

de Babi.6mont . . . . . . . . . . . . 27s
de Bantheville . . . . . . . . . 253,275, 27g
duBeau Vallon . . . . . . . . . . . 143
de Belloy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 381
de B6ney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] ;(I
de Beige . . . . . . . . . . . ..210 .z7,9

de Bonvaux .:....... . . . . ];7
de Bourbetin. . . . . . . . . . . . . 94.95
de Bourcaches . . . . .“. . . . . . .39,53
de Bourgogne . . . . . . . . . . ..17?.

130,137,234,235,236, 239,280,284, 2S9
Bourrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . g~~
de Brieulles . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210
de la Brigade de Marine . . . . . . . . 4S
Bru16(Aisne) . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Bnd6(Msuaa) . . . . . . . . . . . . I 57
de Buire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 361

.de CMtiilon . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261
de Chaume . . . . . . . . 212,263,265,3:2
Ch6h6min. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2(J5, c:”
duCh&e Sec . . . . . . . . . . . . ,>i~

de Chamois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,,5

colas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. Z!
de Cond.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102
de Consenvoye . . . . . . . 213,264,265,266
de )a (%te IAmont . . . . . 210,260 .2s2,263
dela C8te 192. . . . . . . . . . . .94,95
de Cousteau . . . . . . . . . . . . . @

de Cunel . . . . . . . . . . . 179,256.257

de Dampvitoux . . . . . . . . . . . ] 57

de Danncvoux . . . . . . . . . . . . , gp

de Dommartin, ...,.... . . . I :,7

Emont . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3::

de Fays . . . . . . . . . . 178,211 .2;!.26(~
dea Flaviers . . . . . . . . . . . 3,2$0:3
de For6t. . . . . . . . . . . . .17 T. :X’.

181-132,211,212,250, 254,259,260. 30S
de Forges . . . . . . . 195, 196, 197,205. 2C7
du Four . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 124,135
I%haut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

Gerard . . . . . . . . . . . . . .142,143
de Gcsnes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 315

de Grande Fontaine. . . . . . . . . . l~T
de la Grande Montigne . . . . . . . . 268

dea Grimpattcs. . . . . . . . . . 40,68.69
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Page
Bois—Continued.

de Htlche . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305
d’Harville . . . . . . . . . . 15’7
d’Heiche . ..~ . . . . ..~ 1;: 143
de Lambechamp . . . . . . . . . . . . 315
des Loges . . . . . . . . 234,236,239,285
de Manheulles. . . . . . . . . 153,154
de Money . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321
de Montl’Ev@que . . . . . . . . . 102
de Montfaucon . . . . . . . . . 208, 315, 316
Mmrtjoie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157
de Moranville . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
dela Marine . . . . . . . . . . . . 31G
de Mort-Mare . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
de Mortier . . . . . . . . . . . ...92
des Ogons . . . . . . . . . . . ..256.257
d’Ormont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268
de Pannes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157
Pelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95
dela P1anchette . . . . . . . . . . . 95
de la Pulti@re . 181,212,251,253,254, 255,273
de!a Rappe .,....... ... 135
dea Rappes (MeurthcwGMoaelle) . 112,141
des Rappes (Meuse) . . . 252,275,276
de Remi&res . . . . . . . . 127, 128, 129
dela Roche . . . . . . . . . . . ..94.95
de Rognac Farm..... . . . . . . 95
de Romaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232
de Rouges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lo~

duRupt . . . . . . ...+. . . . . 158
de Sachet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208
de St. Claude . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
de Saaaey . . . . . . . . . . . 275,276,277
‘de Septaarges . . . . . . . . . . . . 209
dela Sonnard . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
de Taillel’Abb6 . . . . . . . . . . . 316
das Tailloux . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413
de Thiaucourt . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
duTroudela Haie. . . . . . . . . . 158
dela Tuilerie . . . . . . . . . . . . 316
de Valoup . . . . . ...’... . . . 316
Seville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316
dela Voivrotte . . . . . . . . . . . 158
de Warville . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152
de Xammes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

Boisleux-St. Marc . . . . . . . . . . . . 407
Bolshevik . . . . . . . . . . . . ...432.433
Bolshie-Oz.erki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435
Bonhomme Paas . . . .. . . . . . . . . 423, 425
Bony . 373,3’75,380, 3S3, 364,385, 387,388,485,479
Bordeaux . . . . . . . . . . . 29,445,464,479
i :orne de Cornouiller (Cornwilly Hill) . 262, 269, 311
;;o”cleSt. B1aise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 397
lioucq . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158
Bouillonvil!e. . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,158
Bouleaux Boas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 319
Boult-riux-Bois . . . . . . . . . . . . 187,236
Bourbonne-les-Baits . . . . . 442
Boureachea . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,46,55
Boureuilles, . . . . . . . . . . ...221.232
Bourges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i43
Bourget, Le . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445
B ouxi&*soua-Froidmont . . . . . . . . 158
Brabant . . . . . . . . . . . . 263,264,312

Page
Brain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...96
Brancourt-l+Grand . . . . . . . . 389,391
Brandeville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316
Bras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...312.324
Bares t....... 438,446-447,450,454, 475,479
Breuil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...95
Breusch River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426
Br~eulles. . . . . . . . . . 260,262,308,309
Brie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113
Briey iron baain . . . . . . . . 106, 154, 191,298
Briey-Metz region . . . . . . . . . . . 107, 112
Brigades. (See ,Military units.)
Briquenay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285
Brittany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 475
Bronson, Fmt Lt. Deming. . . . . . . 319
Bronze tablets. (See Memorials.)
Brookwood . . . ‘. . . . . 457,459,466,469
Brutes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...453
Bruaaela . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399,401,467
Brusaes Farm, Lea...... . . . ...53
Bruaaes Farm-G onetrie Farm Ri@e . . . . 55
Buire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...95
Buiaaonde Creanes. . . . . . .54,96
Bufksale to France . . . . . . . 506
Bullard, Maj. Gen. Robert L. . . . . . 113
Busigny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 381
Bussang Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423
Bussy Farm . . . . . . . . . . . ...358.359
Butgn&ille . . . . . . . . . . . . ...156
BuxeruOes 121, 144
Bti~res..:~j~Ijjjjj ::: :121,144
Buzancy. . . . . . . . . 87,96,263, 2S6, 287,233

c

Cabaret Wood Farm . . . . . . . . . . . 384

Cala~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446,453
Call, Corp. Donald M. . . . . . . . . . . 222
Cambrei . . . . 22, 167,381, 388,392,394,465,479
Cambrai battle . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,394
Camp Drachen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316
Cannon or shell—no American-made fired by

Firat Army . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19,504
Cantigny . . . . 27,31,387,414,415,416, 465,482
Caporetto . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...23
Caranda Mill . . . . . . . . . . . ...69
Carbon-Blanc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446
Cardiff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...454
“Carey’s Force” . . . . . . . . . . . 412
Carpathian Mountains . . . . . . . . . 5
Carrefour de l’Arrniatice . . . . . . . 96
Caaueltiea:

Aisne-Marne region . . . 39,40,41,42, .t8, 54,
65,69,73, 78,79,80,87,89,92,93, 103-104

Champagne region . . . 332,334,335,336,369
F@wes, how derived .. . . . . . . . 519
Meus&Argonne region . . . . . . . . 210,

212-213,227,231.235, 242,270,311, 327–323
North of Paria battlefields . . . . . . . 380,

385,390,394,397,404, 407, 411,415,417
Northern Russia. . . . . . . . . . 435
St. Mihiel ragion . . . . . . ~1~, 16*166

Vcegea Front . . . . . . . . . . . . 423,427
Cattaro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...431
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l’;l!g
(:azaux . . . . . . . . . . . 116
(’lli,b,-!l>+(’ l>,l(ib . . 60
(’tmwLeric.s, Amk,ri,ml!:

Aisrw-hfarnc . . 4!), 51-52, 55, 89,464,479
L3ro[tkwood . . . 457, 459, 469
Fland{,rs Fii.1{1 . :l!)!~,.467, .i&2
Al<,tlse-.4 r~oll11t, . . . . . . . 193,213,

244, 2.15-218, 253, 273, 308, 458, 461, 473

oise-f\isrm . 6!l, 71, 73,75-76, 462, 475
St. Mihio l.,...... . . . . . . 125,

111, 145,147,149-150,463,475
Sonlmu . . 36!, 385, 387 388, .4G5,.479
?.urcsm.s. . . . . . . 459, 466,469

(!,. rrl*),-etl- [)t,rni,,is . . . . 361
(:urvis.v . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305
(:essi&cs . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...92
Cctinje ..,...,.,,. . . . . . . 43 I
Chalode,l, a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W 4
(:h~l[)ns-sllr-hlar!~[, . . . , :1:1,:168, 475
l’1,:,,,,l,l’,.y . . . . . . ,, ..,,.,., 15X
(:hnmery . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...77
Champ Mahaut . . . . . . . 222,316,368
Cl]:iml~agnr-klarne drf[,n..iv(, . . . . . . .33-36,

60-H, 330, 34:1.347
(:ham}vagne rf.gifm . . . 6,329 369,475

fl,ml, at sorvim. summary . . . . 360
‘L’ouI’of hat.tk4k4ds 341-368

(>hampigneulk . . . 2:)2,234,236
(!hampyllas, l,v. . . 323
(:hampylIm](, 1A, . 323
Cha]llrudFarm . . . . . . 92
Charlevaux Mill . . . . . . 337,361
Charmed, I.t-. . . . . . 40,65,66
(!harmt,l Chfitwm, I,e . . . . . . . 65
(’harms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 425
Charges Cap . . . . . . . . . . . . . 425
(!harn y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194
(:harpcwtr y......, . . 218
ChnrtlW, w...... . . . . . . . . (M, I m?

(:hasswgnc Farm . . . . . . . . . 27 ‘1
(’hfitv:au d’.tulnois 158
(:hfitmlu de LLrlval . . . . 2s!)
(:h~temi du I)iul]h, . . . 80, 81
(’h:Itcmu d<.Fr(.sn, s . . !)6
(;h5ttvw (It! Iruyss(! . . . . 397
(li]Gt{.iill-T tliorry . . . . . . 31, W, 36, 58,

5!), 60, 61, 63, 8!), 100, 331, 413, 462, 475, 479
(:hfLtc!tmr(mx . . . . . . . . 44 i
(’hMel-ChOh4ry. 178,211,226,227,228, 229,249,317
Cl) Atill(Jtl-sur-S{,ine . . . . . . 4.t2
ChaudronFarm . . . 317
Chaudun . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...87.96
Chaumont. . . . . . 412,462,495
(;haumont-devant-L )amvillers . . . . 271
Chauvoncour t....... . ...”... 158
Chazcllc Itavine . . . . ~fi

Ch&h&ry . . . . . . . . . . . . 317
Chemical Warfare Service . . 414, 445
Chcmin des I)ames . . . 23, 2!), 43, 45, 96, 97, 415
(Zhsne ‘Fondu> 1.(, . 223 W]
cll[~pil{~,lea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3(;8
Chq]py 214,21 G,218,220
(:herlx>urg. ., 4.17
Ch&y-Chartrel]ve . . . 77

Pm
(:ll(,vtbllg,.s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . an
(’htwi~r~s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~
(:hivrs I{iv(r . . . . . . . . . . lfll,~
Chik.s. Capt. Marc141us 11. . . . . . . , ~
Chime.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444
Chipilly ltidgt, . . . . . . . 410, 411
Cicrgw (Aism.) . . . . . . . 4(I, 69, 71.94, 101
Ciw’gm (Mcmse) . . . . . 211, 315,317,S21
(:ivilians, numlwr cmployml . . . . . . .141, b~

ClairqlJ a.. . . . . . . . . . . . ...=
(Hairs ChOrIes Wood . . . . . . 817
(:l:mlt,cy.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444
{:lanl), 1,(~ ..,..,. . . . . . . . ..W$
Cklye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..4s
CIrrmont . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...61
Clermont-c,n- Ar~onnct. . . 3 I5,317, ~J
Clc.l.ml>rlt-F1,rrancl . . . . . . . .. 444
(:16ry-h-(;rarld . . . . . . . . . . 317
(:16ry-h.-f%4il . . . . . . . . 317
(;liclly-1:1-(;ar{,llt](, . . . . . . . . . 44s
(Xlz(!,l. a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ’444
Cohhmz . . . . . . . . . . ,187, .18K,4W.402
C[xhem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 482
Codroip o.....,.. . . . . . . . . .43I
(:oi;ttluiclau . . . . . . . . . . 446
Ct)euvrt?s-ct-V:Lls{>ry . . . . . . 06
(:oha n . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...71
Cologne. . . . . . . .lX7,4t18,41J9
clll[lnhl>l.y-l(.%1$(.11(% . . . . . 442
Colored troops . . . . . . . 336, 3:)9
Colyer, Sgt. Wilbur E. . . . . . . . . 230
C omhat acrvice summaries:

Aisne-h4arne region . . . . IWI..IO4
Champagne ‘region . . . . . . . 3G9
Meus(i-Argonne region . . . . . 327-328
Operationa north of Paris . . . . , 417
St. ftlihiel regiou . . . . . . 165 166
Vosges Fr[mt . . . . . . . 427

( !,,mmaml<,rs:
Army . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .t!)8
corps. . . . . . . . . ... ..498 -.1!)9
Division. . . . . . . 499-500
in (:hi(.1 (M<,(4/s0 F,wh; I’<vshing; l%tain) . 498
Swvicus [If Supply . . . . . . . . . 501

(:ommcrcy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,2

Comj)i?gno . . . ~ 33,36,41,96
Crmd&les-Autry . . . . . . . 361
Conllans-m~-Jurnisy . . . . I58
Congre=simml flledal of 11onor. (SW 1decora-

tions and medals.)
Cmmccticut memorial [ountain . . 128
Conuigis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !18
COnsenvOyc! 257, 2&2, 263, 264,265, 2(;6, 312
ConLrl>x&ille, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 442

Cooperation with Allies and preservation of
identity (we ULSOAmalgamation of American
troops with Allied [orces) . . . . 17

Corhe i l . . . . . . . . . . . . . 442
Corfu . . . . . . . . . . . . 452
<orm<,n s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 431
Cornay . . 211,227,228,229,231
(:ornwilly lrill. (.S,,, lhwm. dt. ( :ortlouilk, r.)
(:orps. (,SW Military units.)
Cost of war . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 505
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1’;1!4,,
Coslin, I’vI. (Ist d.) l[~vlry (;. . 21;7 26X
(!bll,ll~,(’l!:llill,,rl . . . . lhl.2:rJ,2: {l,

2:{:, 212, 21:1, 21], 2!, [,275, :so, :~~1, :~!(;

CdliIJ)amc fMm-il: . 181,211,212,

241,248 21!),250,251,27 f,,:jls,l)] (i, ~]?!j

Cbtedc Jum<n)l. . . 309

C6t(!dch!aklah . 2;10,!211

COteSt.Gwrntii!l . . . . 278,:107

C6tcdc Senuux “. 11:>, 117,11!)

c6tede Ttdml.. . . . . . . . . . . 312
C6tesdeFt,rimt~1tt.l,tis 323
C6tesdisl>,rri$r(s 22 I
Cuucy-ll,-( :tl:tlall !)(;

Couluutws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,77. !)5

Courciramp+- . . . . M,M,IO I

Courmont . . (;J, (;(i, (i7,68,71, !11;

COurncau, I.k, . . . . 446

Courthitizy :11, !W
Courtim,,l.a . .illi
CI)UV1’4111S.. . . . . . . . . . . !)1;

Cravanf{,l, Farm . . . Xi, Xt,87

Crawford, Cf,rI].l tl,l~(>rLl,:. 3 I o

Cr&te N irl . 345

Creuc..;;l;;;;.. . . . . . ,21

Cr&wwy...... . . . . . . . (;0
Crt6X]t1JU>!1!14’:LUnl,l.:L. :)!),.10,!)’7
Crossing ri-wr undl,r h,,stil(~ Iirt, 261,30!!
Cruyslmut<m . . :196, :1!)7
Cuisy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317

Cukela, Sgt. 1.{,ui. . !)o

Cumi~res . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1!);

Curwl. . . . . . 178,211,212,214,
25(J, 251,253, 27’3, 278,$17, 32s, :~?G,.l(il

Cunelllt,igh(s . . . . . . . 177,182,211

Curry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

1)

Dmuvilkr . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 270

Darllbt!s-(!slnli*.rs . 5(N

Dalluevwx . . 209! 2(ii2

Dar[iallt,l ll.s .,,.... . . . . . . . .
~

Dab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.1c

Days ill rnaj<~r nq,(.rutio),.. (.SI, l~ivisim) s.)

I)c,vi>x, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.14
Dec<>m[iims nt)il mldtils:

Army:
(’,,ngrt.ssi<>ntilNlt.dal uf [Icmrm:

l,l(livi#lt):hl;t\ti;trtls . . . . . . . . .4X,
5:1, 71, 73, 78,81,90,! )7, 100, 1(!1,
l:M,l.10, 157, 1!)9,215 ,216,217,220,
~Y2,Y.,1 , 2:\0, Z:II, 23!),!243, 255,252’,

M;:], 2(;5, 2(;6, 2(;7, 26!),279, 281,:101,

:10J, 307,309,31 :),315,3 19, 3X), 32s,
:r25, 35:), 355,360, 3(;4, :165,377, 379,
38( I,:185,391,3$)2,’1 08, JI1I

Nu]])hc,r ilWal’(h>d . 520
Whvu awaru==. . . . 510

I)istiuguish,d Sc,rvict. (!r,,ss:
It!,liviflu:ll ttw:trds . . . 72,

!18. 158,21 l, Z:17,Zll,t(i(l,Zfi~,,:)lo,
:~~o,:]~I , :~~:],:Y21,:]8I, :i8,5, :)!)6 ,42.1

\vllt,ll :Lw:k!(lllt . . 510
j)islil)~uis})(.{1 Sc.rvim. kl<,<lul 511

I’W(!
II,w,mti,,ns and meduls (’ontillu( .11.

Army (’olllit]uml,
ouli-1,.ilf (’lust, ? . 51 1

l’urpl#!JIc.art . . . . 511
Silvrr Scar . . . . . . . . . . 511

Navy:
(:ongr,.ssic,l>al hf(dal ,,f IJonor . 511
(:! ’{,s s . . . . . . . . . . ,,. rlll
l)islinguisl]{dS (.rvic(.hl[qIal . 511

(;oldstw’., ...,... . . . 611
Victory ilftxla l,....... . . . . 511
(.YII: (II::<, F<m,ign decurulitn>%; I>{m,ign

111(.11:11s.I
Ilc.ntc.rghtmr . . . . :1!)7
f)huy Farm, I.a . . . . 280,:119
[)ickmtm, &laj.lG(,”.J,)s<.l>l>T. . . . 488
l)iwlow+rd . . . . . Ijs-15Y
[)ijw)., . . . . . . . . . . . . . 442
l)ilh{)~, I’v1. (Ist cl.) (;wrg(. . . . 53
I)irtrlioli In[wt)i]lgsut sl,,l,s . ,.)2>,

I lisiil,gl,id,t,l Sti.rvie,. (’rtws. (.S<,.I)tt,,,ra(i<,,,s
and Irru(luls.)

I)istinguish(,d Serviw hledal. (S(e ])[.cora.

tionsan[l nlwltils.I

I )ivisious:

.4ppr{,xin1 at,, str<,ng(h . . . . 17,501
(ktsualt.ifs (.SCCal.,, (’casualties) . . 517
C(,mp(,sili<m . . . . 516--5]7
I)atesof arrival . . . . 515
I)aysin nmj,,r op(v’ati!, ns . . . 617
I.ucdiLies from wlli(:h r,riginally rais{.[i . 515
Maximum in acticmin one week . . . . 501

Miles advanccd . . . . . . . . . 517
Natiuntd Army. . . . . . . . . . 515
Natiunal(;uurd, . . . . . . . . . /515
PopulaI’ nicknam{,s . . . . . . . . . . 517
l’risuncrs . . . . . . . . . . . . 517
Itegular Army. . . . . . . 515
llc.pluwm,,:,ts . . . . . . . . 517
S(wlc)rs. (SwSfi.ctors.)
(S, e uk(~ hlilitary units.)

l)ommmtin .. . . . . . . . . . . ...91
l><>n>n]artin-la-( ’)iaussbl. . . . . . . . . . 159

l)(,nln~ur(it>-l;k-hi,, tllagtl,. . . . . 15!)
I),mul(ls[m, l’vt. MichwJ A. . . . . 2.1:1

Ihmcuurt . . . . . . . . . . . . lbl, lM
INmgos... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445

l)<))>j(wx. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .412
])on(wanj [,t. (“,,1. M’illiam J. . 21:J
I)ol-mat)s . . . (;(l, !17
I)<>uglas (:anll) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .101
I)utll:linc, nlrt. . . .1.12
I)uulwm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308

JlOultr(, (’hit~au, 1.2 . . . . . !)8

l>(mzy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299

l)t,zi~r, First l.t, Jtimcs C. . . . . . . . . . :)!)2

I)rav(,gny . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...77

I)ricourt. . . . . 335,:)57

l)rillurlc~}u rt .,..... . . . . . . . . 208

I )11,1-sllr-hlllls(. 1!10, 211, 30.1,:107,308, 309, :JI o

I)ullkirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45:i

I)unrl, I’v(. l’w’kvr F. . . . . . ;12r,

I),,,:,ZZ,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$52
I)vir,;t ltivt.r . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:!:\
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Eclar(m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,.~~

Erlisfontainc . . . :119, :1”5
Education (;orps (;c,mmissism 492
Erfwards: Pvt. (lst cl.) I)aniel 1{ . 101
Eggers,{;orp.Al:llll. . . . . 385

Ehrenbrcitstein. . . . . . 48!),4:)3

Ellis, l>vl. Ntichac,l D. . . . . . ~~ *

Elst . . . . . . . ::. . . 397
Emergency Fleet (’orpomtion . . 451
Emplacement. . l.t:I, 1~:1, I~9
Erlgtr. . . . . 48!1
Er,lryint,,wur, r(.:Ls,,nsf<,r !)
Epm’ge%I.(,s . . , . . . I(jl
Epernay . . . . . :):;,35,:]32
Epiwls . . . . . . . . . 54,101,1O2
l;pinfil . . 425,426,1.12
IS:l)irb(,l1(s Ili,is,l!s. . . . . :1?0
Epili(mvill~. . 209,220,259,:)19
I&aut (Sch(,ldt) Itiv(,r . . . s95,39(; .:)97
Esnes. . . . . . . . ;1.2’

Esncs-hlaian(:nktirtr(,a<l . . . 322

EssmlHcmk, . . . . . 3w
Essey-et-hlaizwxiis . 111, 12!), 131,15!)
Etangs Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Etinehem . . . . . . . . . . . . . 411
Etl’uye. .,....... . . . . . 270
Etrtpilly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
Euwzin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..14 J. 159

Events, summary of:
1914 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
1915 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
1!)16 . . . . 6
l!)l?t,p.%prilti . . . . . 1
Tofvlay’28,1i~18. . . . . 21

Exwrnorlt . . 225,227, 231, 315, 31S, 323, 324
Exm(, rieuxf.hrm . . , . . . . . ~~(,

Eylw. .,....... . . . . . . . . 3%

~

Warm d<. s(;ranges . . . . 221,224,227,231
Farm (1(,s I,ogcs . . . , 239
Form S1. i{dmy . . :m2,3(Ki
~l’dll]tiv<, r........ . . . . . . . 426
F@rc-(.n-T:trdf .]lois . . 73, !)7, .fLi2,475
FGre*,l)-’~artl{ ;f)f,is(:asll{l . . . 97
Fert&Mihm, I.a , . . !)1
l<’*,r(C-sl,us-,l {>l]:lrra.,1.:,. .4:1,.ttt!)5
F’.y-,,,,.lll, y,,. , . . I37
l,’il~~iu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !)7
First:

Battle Casufilly. . . . . . . . . 502, 503
(“apturid:

.4nlericans ...,.... . . . . 423
Gc.rmall .,..,... . . . . . .,~:]

l,:lllry int<, lin(. t)[{livi>i,,i) (m fictive lYdL(l(,
fr<>llt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .114

(;untiring75milm 25
Kilkd iu w,ii{ut. . .423,5(L)
I,itl,, ~rxil~it]g. .(20, .i21, t2;]
ol~*.~wivi,I)y clivisi,,u .Ilr,, tl(i, .(XJ
<Ilfavt.iw. 1+ 1,1*1 ,Itittiby Is, 10!), Ir, l
,SiJdi(.r killed I,y <.m.IIIy . .50:$

1’UKC
Nirsl -- (Iol)tinued.

Tilnedivisi<,r) ])vldfr,,l)t-lir) <:trc,ncll,,s. ,,~J

Useofpoi.ongi as. . . . JO
Wm]lld[xl . . . . . . . 394, 502,603

Fism{s . . . . 40,41,63,76,77,78,79, 60, i17
Fismt,ttc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...41.78
Fiumc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4$1
Flab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291
Fland,w,. 26,27,29,395,397,402
k%vilh. . . . 2:)1,317,$21
Flirey, . . . , . . 12-1,128,13]
F,wh, klm’sh:il Fcwlina!!d . . . . 18,25,26,

33, 111!)6, 152, 1!)1,’11.1,.187,.! 9:),.198
Ft,ntaiue, Jran dc. la . . . . . . 67
V<)!3tail)t:(lc,sEmc>rlots , . . . 324
Fontaincdi.s Fil Ics . . . . 97
F(ux>igrl d,,mmuli<ms:

Auw,rica,l Llr,itsitwarik.cl . 6]3 bI&
l)cscription . . 511,613

Fc,rc.igll medals, bow ol>tain<d:
Chiiteau-’rhiwry . . . . 521
si. hfihi d . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 I
V<!rdun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WI

For6t du Bois-1,,-Pr21rv , . . . , . . . . 137
Foktde Compi&cc . . . . . 96
1~’ori%de lJiouk.t . . . . . 320
For&dt,F&re . . . . . . . . 97
Fm’&tdi$JLlulr\ay . . . 2!)2
For6t[le Ncslm . . . . . . ?$
For@t d,,s Vcn<,lv$r<s . . . . . 1.11
Fortl(lewouvr(. . . . . . Wo
Forge, lea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :1?2
ForK<:Farnl, [m . . . 231
FEY=.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 312
ForgcsCreek. . . . 196, 1!)7,200
Forest Farnl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 335
Forrcwt, Sgt. A1-tl~urJ. . . . . . . . 2s1
Fort du (:amp dcs ltom:lim . . . 159
Fort <h, la I’INNPC.IIC,. . . . . . . . . 3.12
FINL [II, Ih,zellier . . . . . . 155
~OSS6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..288. W0
Foss(Iy . . . . . . . . . , . . . . ...60
Fmler, Sgt. (l~ryclt. . . 393
Four d<,Paris, 1.I. 222, 32!), 341, 31j7, 368
Frat)c(,-.41>)1,rica1k (’,,ol><.ratiwk, Museum of 94
Frtauflue(s Farm . . . . . . . . . 97
Frapell c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423
FrLV)CILrn12(lals fl,r Aml.ri<, ans. (.SW For(.iwl

Im.<k,ls. )
Frt.m.h r,md::, il,i,,rl)):t(it,ll (.,,llt,(wbilb~ . :,.2“

Frusll(:s-erl-\VIJVvrl? . . 113, 151, 153, 18”, 213

Freya position . . . . . . . . . 274,275, WI

Front- lim:-service classitimt ion . . . . . V20
Funk, Pvt. Jessc N. . . . . . . . . . . . 279
Furlong, First It. IIarokf A. . . . . . . . 27!t

c,

(;air!ley> Pvt. ( Ist cl. ) Frank . . . . 380, :181
(;; Li\i’.lli, hl;,t’dkd . . . . . . 13

(; W}CXL, I’v L. (1s1 ,.]. ) Slwk.y . 33}
(;nrt,htw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459

(;,kl’,l,li; l, .SK(,. h,,,h, .jl’ . . . . 72
(iarncr, I’vt. George W . . . . . . . 320
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1’:1::1,
Hospitalization provisions . . . . . 502
Hostettcr, SWX)M1It. Jay V . . . 98
l{ OuppylJOis, l&~. . . . . . . . 323

IIoussi&e,La . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 !3

Houtkerqn e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4(I4

Hurkts . . . . . . . . ..- . . . . . . 3(;7

1

Hlllivw ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Iz(i

Im(wmr t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283

Important Kovernmo]!ta} nIILciak3uf n:Ltiou sat
war . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 495-4!)8

Infi(.f~t,n[l~,tit.An]{>rican:irmy (.wculs(~Amalga-
m: Llit,tl ad Am{st’ican Lrm,ps) . 11)6, 11’7, I I 1

Infantry. (Smhlilitaryu nils.)

InO r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305

Insignia. . . . . :,01

Ititer-,\llid Itk.)>aralitm (’.<>mmissimj . . 510
Inverness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .154
Isolated units (scca{.so “1.(Jst13aila!i[, n”) . . 153,

1.5.1,2(I5, 270

Issmldurl . . . . . . . . .144

Is-ewTillc . . . . . . .112,.179

ltaly,[>]~t,rati[]t,s . . . . . .j29,130- 131

Iwiry. . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

1

J:llll(tz. . . . .
;P.2

Janvilvl.’arm . . . . . . 98
.I:lultwllu, . :~s, t(l!(il,(~~!!n

JmdnY . . . 1[)!)

Jewish welfare ljtmrd . . . . . . 507
Johnston, Pvt. (l~t cl.) IIard<lI.. . . 304
Jmnhl@,Les . . . . . . . 40,6:1,73
JnncdeMwF arm . . . . . . 390
Jonchery . . . . 1.12
J(]llvillt........ . . . . . . ..l!f~.llil
JOUY-WX-AWIWS ICI
Jural~41ps. . . . . 425
J(ltlan<i,l~litt},3f~f . . G
Juvilwy . . . i~,t:~,w~,x$),!~l

K

Karncs, Corp. Jumw H. . 393
Katz, Corp. Philip C. . . . . 319
Kaufman), Sgt. Bcl)jami!l . . . 31:1-315
Keel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489
Kelly,l’vt. Jl,hn J. . . . . . . . 353
Killimghtdm(,. . . . . . . . . . .151
Kilmm, Joyce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Kilomt>ters, conv<,rsic,)>into milgs. . 520
King Of lhlginns . . :1!)5
Iiingt,f England . . .111
Kinkwll., (!orp. lh>rtt>1. . . . . . . :IW
Knights of Cnlumhus . . . . . . . . 507
Knoll, The. . . . . . . . . 375,377,379,380,384
Kncak, Sgt. I!4atej . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
Kochli, First Lt. Fred . . . . . . . . 214-215
Krlith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘1‘2f)
Kyll,m-g. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1g“

L

I,ul,lil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.1Ii
La[&yettt. Ewufirillcs . . . . 459,503

l’bg,
I.airess~;, l.tt . . . . . . . 233,**

Lak(?Garda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:10
I.amarche . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...128
I.andrcs-et-St. (;w,rges . 2.11, 24:), 2.1.I.2s0 ,319
I.andrevill e....... . . . . . . . . 2S3
l.imgres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 448
Lankh(,f I%rm . . . . . . . ...,,.404
r,aOl). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..s2
IJargvstcm]ecntrali(m (J nvial ion f,,r c,o’c,llsivv

during war. . . . . . . . . . . 110, fI04
Last great American ol~ensiv(~ . . . 21s

I.astlarge Orgallkzati{Jn tOkwvc fm h,,m4. . .tI13
I.dhmn, Sgt. .TOhN(:. . . :Ittll
I.auchl{iw, r......,. . . . . . . . J:fi

I.aunay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
l,c,agucof Nxti<ms (!<w<.nattl . . . . , &on
T.t.., sgt.. orllnlll. . . . . 211-216
l&inert, Sgt. hlih, . . . . . . . . . . . . 379
Length Of frOtlt . . . . . . 501
I,ixmvzd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 M

Lifmume . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .116
1.i6gelM,tle mwk . . . . . . Im
l,io’ol-le-( irand . . . . 1.13
Lig@t, Maj.(; en. II1tr,ttr. . . . . . . i82
I.igny-cn-Rwr<,is . . . . . . . lGI, .W5
I,irmy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:34
f.iml,~w... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .446
I,i;l(. c,f(:<,r,kr,,l:ll i(.;,li, )t>s. . . . .t:i7,43fJ
[.irly-deVarlt -I)url. . 310
l.ir(,i~vill,! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.57
l.?~y-sur-<)urc(l. . . 98

L(rans made hy lJ1!itm! Statts t,, forvign coun-

tries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gofl

l.ncalitiesof origin f,f troups. (Sw l)ivisions. )

l,qyh fangin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

I.(lir(, ltiv(.r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .479

Tmi.,m I{ivtr. . . . . W
l.nrnxn, l’vt. (lst cl.) ISqy 11. . . . 2{;5
l>nmllm . . , .1(;!), .193

l,o,, Kwy. . . . . .III,191,298
I,, MIKIB<,IB1, r,,i!,s ,Ir {’istc.rci;tnl ;Li,l,(.y . . . 8!1, ug

I.orraiw. . 17, 18, 473, 488, 510
I, Orvaine Plain . . . . . . . . . 425
“LOsL flattalkm” (SW also IsniatLxl units). . . 178,

22-I, 228, 2!29, 3!!9, 337, 362 365
],oupmm)t . . . . .* . . 10G,12I
I,oupmomt. Iii[l M{, . . ]ql

I<ll(l,y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l{il
],tlcy-](>-i~(] c)l~t] . . . . . . :11, -1:], 45, .i8, !J!l
1.uden&n’lf,~en. l~ridl v(m. . . . . . 5
Luke,Secmd1.t.Frauk, Jr. . 3(I7
l.ltn&illc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
I,l[sil(l)! all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II
[.UX. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443
Luxemhurg . . . 488,489
].ycm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..5r
Lysr{ivm ... . . . . . . . . . . ...26.27
I.yssalicnt. . . . . . . . . . . . . 402, .401

M

rllw.ll:11111 . . . :1:15,357
Macl[k.ill,. f’:,! II) . 253, 266.257
bfwgneux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !}9
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1’JIK1,

Maidichw. . . . . . . . . . . 1:18
Mail, record dr,liv,.ry . . . 50.1
Mainly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1I3
Mairy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3(41
Maison-N,.uv,.l~;,,]x,, 1.;L . . . 87
Maisonccllc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W:)
Malancourt . . 1$16,2(X), 201, 2(47,208, 322
Mallcm, (“apt. Gem:.ge 1{. . . . . . . . . . 1!J9
Mamcy . . . . . . . l(il, 1{;:1,1(;4
M~rlhetlll{.s . . . . . . . . . . . . 1N
Manning, Pvt. Si,lt]ey E. . . . . . . . 71
Mane . . . . . . . . . . . . ...357.358
Mans, l,c . . . . . . 4,1.1,47!)
Maps aud shcLrlL, .:

Dates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :,, g

lji.t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix-x
Sizeortyp{. . . . . . . . . . Gl!l
Uliit bound:, i,s . . . . . . . . . . 519

Marans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417
Murhache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
M~rchtwille . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] ~~

March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ’2.37.211
Mwx.sFarm.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . W
Mareuil-eml)Ol,. . . . . (JJ

Mariml,,)isl%rn, . . 161
hl;,~ijt,.s. (,$,,11llitfiryt]r, its.)
M,,rka.,,,

l<’u!LI)<,sL (;(,,lll :,1) i141Vtil,C1,. . . . . .5.5,
!)1,135,200,312,31:1

“1,,.(lia(luli w,” . . . . . :)(:2
hlar,~,., Virstli,llll’.(}f . . . 21,4:1,.11
Alarne ltiver . . . . 4, 31, :;5, W, .10, 4.1, .],-,,

51, 57, W, 5!), 60, IM,78, 96, S:M, 421, 464, 475
Marnesalirnt . . . . . . . . . . . 52,63,332
hfarrc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1%
Mars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..l.l!). .t.14
M~lrscill(. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
Marti],c,,,r!l . . . . . . . . . . . . ::05
Martinem!rt l’jr<u) . . . . . . . . . . . 231,

2:12,233,235, 23(;, 2:;7, 2.J ], ~~1
Marvt,isi,, . . . . . . . . . . 10!), 124
Mastin(., Pv(. ,1,M.1)11. . . . . . . . . :181
Maximum divi.l,,r!sin av(i,m in one week . . :01
MaycIwe . . . . 487, !88, .189
Mazinghivn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :19(I
McKccvgh, First 1.1. }.rthur F . . , 324
Mcfblurtry, (:uilt. (:m)rgt, (: . . . . . . 365
M(uux., . . . . . . . . . . . . ...43..11
M(.(ldx:

.lntt.ri,;ub. (S,. l),c,,rali <,r,s:l!,,l] l,(#l:,ls.)
!,-or<ig,; . (,V,<,),.orci~n m,da] s.)

M&l&Ih Farm . :151, :)Y2, :!53, :155, :J57
Mvhull.sur Yiwr,. . . .41(
Mcm,,,i:ilsa,,tl J>,<,,NIILNV,lS:

F,rc<,t{d hy t!aliLctl Sluits (i<wtrrmittll:
..\ism,-klarm. 55, 59, [;0, .4(i2, ‘I(X, 4“~.5
Atidt.uur(lc . . .lo I, lI;7, .lLi?,
1{(.lkall Wood . . . 48, ’17!)
Bellicourt . . . . . . . 383,479
I%latw h4<,r>Ll{idgc (north of Som-

I>lti.#)yl . . 3i7, :M!),350,:K7, ’475
Iirt,l!z,. I; LIIII,L at:

(’l,:,,,,,, <,,, t .4%2 .1X:1

Souilly ;125, 1S:1
{’ant igny 416,4W

1’1W2
hl’n,,,,i;Lls;*rs#l n)<mumellts- (’tmti,,ue,l.

Ewctvd hy U. S. (;cvernment-( ’ontinut, d.
Fountainat’rmm . . . . 442,479
M<,usc,-Argonne, on IVfontiaucon . . 155,

I!KJ, 1!)7, 1!)!), 201, 203, 204, 205, 207,
21.1, 225, ‘257, 2(10, 2S.t, 308, 311, 351,
4(;1, 473.

Navy:
l~rwt . . .145-447,453,475
(;il)r;dttir . . . . . . 453,479

St. Mihiel,i,u MonLstc . . . . 11!),
~~3,~y~_l~7, 1,1:], ].14, ]19,.l~3,473_475

Viomtraat . . . 405,482
(.5’11!Ulw pag(! 457. )

Ere$twl by agcnci, s oLh(.r Lhafi United
Statcsflovernment . . 522–527

First .4mcricarw ki]kd i!t actik,n, mar
l%atll&mutlL 123

Fcmnti+in:

Afl]erican Field S(.rvice, at l>out-

A-rvfuussoll . . . 138

(kmnecticut, at S(,icheprr.y . 128
Holyuke (Lfas.; .), at Aprcmot]t 157
Pent] Sylvania, at Nantil]uis. . . ~~!)

I,afayette Escadrillt,, at(larchm. 459
Miss(wri, n,,ar Choppy. . 216
I’,.,, r,sylvanix:

.%(.\/:tr#.,,m.s-<,,- 1,,:,,,,,,’. . XX!
Fismts 1,’isnx It,,l,,i{lgi. 7!)

v (:abr [l., Ibt:iv hT<>l,z’>1,. , 301
1.( I)iv;.i, m:

N<.:,, I{,,z,,,, r, !I(i
Near St. Juvit~ . 241
Nt.tir Wadclincuurt . 298

2d I)i-vision) near Mouzon . . . . . 301
W l~ivki on, at (’h~ktc,au.’rhierry . . to
.4(IL I)ivisitnl:

Ntwrtiaz,wlb,w no
Nvar I%ri<ulles-.ur-.$lt,s(s(. 2;-,!)
N{.arMat)h{ull(s . . 153

6tl, I>ivisi<,r),atl)util-stir-hl,tns(,. . 307

2(;111I)ivisi,, n,a( 11(.11(.;tli 4!)
37th I)ivisitm, at ft40rntfwJcIm. 211
315tk]Infant ry, at Narltill{,is 259
371st. In P~ntry, nwtr Ard~wil 3(; 1
372d It] far]tr~,, ]]ear S6cha1ilt 3(; 1

M&nil-la-Tour . . . . . . . . . 161
Mercimut slli]q~i]]gl{,~t . ,5(15
Nl(.rigtl>l(. . . . . . . . . . . . . i 16
hl,.lvill . . . . . . . . . !)!1
hl~,y-,.,,r-hl:hr]~,. . !)!)
h!,.snil-Sl. Filmi]ij 1.(. . 115
M,.ssim.s I{i,lg,, 22
hl,.str, witi’li, SK1. .J.br,b,.1. 78
kl,svis-,lir-l.~,ii, . .41(
Nl,.tz . Ii+, IO(j, 115, 1~,1, i(; l, 1(;:1,167, 1(;:),17~
hl\.lz Scd:LII- hl~iii,ri~ ruilrowl . 186,213,295
MCtLCl)ll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.15

Meurcyl’arnl . 72,73
Mcuse-Argw]ne otiw>sive . . 1W,

l(i7-:Y28, 32!), 337, :1:)!), :117, 3fi8, :173, 3!)5,
397, .l:i7, 473, 4H3, .IXX.

Ail’, d:,, ws . . . 17;

(it 114bJII <Iivihi<t,, h :Iz{;

(;igatltir m<>v,mc.1)1,,f vol]c,,,,ti-a[i,,n 171
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PWC
Me~Argonne offensive-Continued.

Objectives . . . . . . . . 212.274,295,299
Plan of operstion . 167, 172, 173.177,295-297
Tankshortage . . . . . . . . . . 175,209

h4euse-Argonne region . . . . S1. 167-328,390

Combat service summary . 327-328
German:

Lateral line of cnmmunicatlocs . 179, 189
Positions formidable . . . . . 197

Ideal for defensive fighting. . . 169
Rain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186
Terrain . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1G9-171,

176-177,201.211,232, 252,255,274
Tours of battlefield:

First day . . . . . . . . . . . 194-272
Second day . . . . . . . . . . 273-312

Meuse River . . . . . . . . . . . . ...25.
106, 107, 113,115, 137, 152, 158, 167, 171,173,
177, 178, 180,181, 182,186, 187, 189, 190,191,
182, 196, 197, 199,205.207,212,213, 235,236,
249,250,253,259,260, 262,263,265,267,271,
276,277,278,238,292, 293,294,295,298,299,
30q, 305,307,308, 3~1, 3z0, 333,335, 42L

M6zi~res . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..167 .1’72
M6Zy. . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,59,60,62,68
Miles, Captain L. Wardlaw . . . . . . . . 81
Milita~ decorations. (See Decorations and

medals.)
Military terms, gloma~ . . . . . . . . . 529-530
Mifitary units:

Armiaa:
First . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18,

19, 41, 42, 44, 106, 107, 110, 112, 117,
118, 120, 124, 127, 131, 140, 150, 153,
154, 155, 159, 163, 165, 166, 171, 172,
173, 175, 176, 177, 179, 181, 182, 186,
187, 189, 190, 191, 122, 194, 196, 201,
203, 207, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 218,
219, 225, 226, 227, 233, 235, 242, 247,
249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 255, 260, 261,
262, 263, 266, 269, 273, 275, 279, 280,
234, 288, 289, 283, 295, 298, 311, 312,
317, 325, 327, Z28, 333, 337, 339, 347,
373, 380, 395, 397, 407, 411, 424, 437,
441, 463, 473, 483, 495, 504.

.Seeond . . 113, 114,150, 151, 152, 153, 164,
165,166, 182,335,421,424,489, 495

Third. . . . . . . . . . . 488,422,493
Corps:

1................36,
44, 52, 73, 79, 95, 101, 103, 104, 109,
111, 117, 119, 123, 135, 142, 164, 165,
166, 172, 173, 177, 180, 182, 186, 187,
189, 180, 197, 207, 211, 218, 219, 221,
232, 233, 235, 236, 241, 275, 276, 277,
284, 288, 297, 317, 323, 324, 327, 328,
337, 365, 426, 442.

H . . . . . . . . . . 185,376,381,383,
385,389,390, 4C2, 404,407,417,442

III . . . . . . 41, 79, 95, 96, 100, 108,
104, 172, 173, 175, 177, 180, 182, 186,
187, 189, 190, 191, 196, 197, 201, 207,
211, 235, 245, 275, 276, 305, 30’i, 324,
327, 328, 426, 444, 488, 489, 492.

Iv . . . . 109, 111, 117, 119, 121, 123,129,
131, 153,161, 164,165,166,488,489, 492

Page
Military units—(lmtjnued.

Corps—Continued.
V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,

111, 117, 123, 156, 165, 172, 173, 175,
177>179, 180, 132, 186, 187, 189, 1~,
197, 207, 211, 212, 216, 220, 230, 233,
235, 236, 241, 249, 275, 276, 277, 289,
289, 297, 301, 324, 326, 327, 328.

VI . . . . . . . . . . 132,16.1.4211
VII. : . . . . . . . . 426,488,489 :-,:

Divisions:
lst . . . . . 15, 22, 23, 25, 27, 36, 37, 39,

54, 83, 84, 85, 87, 95, 96, 99, 100.
101, 102, 103, 109, 111, 112, 120,
124, 125, 127, 129, 131, 138, 144,
145, 161, 157, 161, 164, 165, 172,
177, 178, 160, 186, 189, 210>211,
216, 218,223, 227, 230, 231, 233,
241, 242, 293, 297, 298, 801, 315,
317, 321, 322, 324, 827, 371, 387,
414, 415, 416, 417, 420, 423, 427,
465, 482, 488, 489, 492, 516-517

18th Infantry Regiment . . . 414,415
26th Infantry Regiment . . . . 413
28th Infantry Regiment . . . . 414
1st Engineer Regiment . . . 230,321

2d . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..2S.
31,86, 37,39,44,45>46,48, 49, S2,
M, 65, 58,83,87, 88,89, 90, 91,94,
97,102, 103, 109, 111, 112, 117,124,
125, 184, 185, 138, 143, 144, 145,
157, 158, 159, 161, 163, 164, 163,
183, 186, 182, 235, 236, 244, 253,
275, 277, 2’78, 280, 281, 283, 2&,
288, 289, 291, 282, 293, 801, 302,
303, 305, 320, 323, 325, 327, 3?9,
333, 334, 3S5, 346, 347, 349, 350,
351, 352, 353, 355, 357, 36:,. 421.
475, 483, 489, 483, 516-51;.

Infantry 333,334,351,3:2, 33.;,357
Marines . . . . 45,48, S7, 90.99,333,

334,350,351,352,353, 355,453
2dEnginecrs . . . . . . . . 47

ad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,

35, 36, 37, 40, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63,
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 76, 89, 96, 97,
98, 100, 102, 103, 109,114>172,177,
179,.180, 181, 186, 210, 211, 212,
214, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 255,
256, 257, 260, 273, 317, 321, 3%,
327, 420, 488, 489, 492, 516-:1:

6th Infantry Brigade . 40, 78.1W. 103
4th Infantry Re~timent . . :$
7th Infantry Regiment . ~~
30th Infantry Regiment :,!’.~~
38th Infantry Re@nent .
b:h Engineer Regiment . . :71,

333,387,412,413.41:
7th Machine Gun Battalion . S

4th . . . . . . . 36,37,39,41, 5-1.YJ.~6.

77, 79, 80, 89, 95, 96, 98, 99, 101.
103, 109, 112, 114, 117, 120, 1=
159, 165, 172, 177, 178, 1~5. l“.
196, )99, 200, 201, 207, 211. ~v~
252, 254, 256, 259, 2S0, 317, s:,.
420, 488, 489, 492, 516-517.
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1%X
Military uni@—Ccmtinued.

Divisions—Continued.
4th—Cuntinued.

7th Infantry Brigade . . . . 54
47th Infantry Regiment . . . 40, 72

5th. . 109, 111, 112, 124, 125,
13.1, 135, 142, 1.t3, 15.7, 159, 162,
163, 180> 1S1, 1S2, 186, 190, 191,
PIZ, Z13, z30, ZSI, 252, 253, 254,

255, 261, 2G2, 2~3, 275, 276, 277,
27S, 307, 30S, 309, 310, 316, 317,
320, 322, 324, 325,, 327, 4!?0, 423,
426, 427, 4SS, 516-517.

7th Engineers . . . . . . . 310
6th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1S5,

1S6, 420..123.42-1.426.427, 316-517
7th . . . . . . 113. lit, 145, 152, 157, 158,

15!), 161 163, 164, 165,421, 516-517
8th . . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l6–5l7
26th . . 25, 36, 37, 39, 40, 49,

52, 53, 54, 55, 96, 97, 102, 103, 109,
111, 113, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 125,
127, 152, 153, 157, IN?, 159, 163, 164,
163, 1S0, 181, 191, 213, 266, 270, 271,
311, 316, 323, 327, 421, 515-517.

27th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13S,
371, 373, 375, 377, 37S, 379, 380,
3S1, 383, 364, 385, 387, 388, 389,
390, 332, 399, 402, 403, 404, 405,
417,421,479,482, 516-s17.

107th Infantry Regiment . . . 330
28th . . . . . . . %, 37,39,40,41,42,

59, 60, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 76,
77, 78, 79, 80, 89, 94, 95, 96, 97,
98, 99, 103, 113, 114, 145, 152,
157, 159, 161, 165, 172, 177, 178,
197, 207, 211, 218, 220, 221,Q22,
223, 224, 226, 227, 228, 229, 231,
316, 322, 324, 327, 421, 616-517

55th Infantry Brigade . . . 102
66th Infantry Brigade . . . . 39, 97
lllth Infantry Regiment . . . 59, 62
l12th Infantry Regiment . . . 59
53d Field Artillery Brigade . . 401

29th . . . . . . . . . . . . ..ll4.
172, 179, 180, 181, 186, 212, 263, 264,
265, 266, 267, 268, 26!), 270, 312, 327,
420, 423, 426, 427, 616-517.

,30th . . . . 133, 371, 373, 375,
37S, 379, 381, 333, 384, 3S5, 337, 388,
389, 390, 391, 392, 393, 399, 402, 403,
404, 405, 417, 421, 479, 432, .516-51-7

31st . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516-517
32d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,40,

42,43, 66, 69, 73, 76, 77, 78,89, 91,

94, 95, 100, 101, 102, 103, 172, 177,
179, 180, 181, 186, 191, 210, 211,
212, 244, 2.!5, 249, 250, 251, 252,
270, 275, 310, 315, 31G, 317, 320,
321, 324, 325, 326, 327, 420, 423,
426, 427, 4SS, 439, 432, S16-517

128th Infantry Regiment . . . 316
38d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114,

152, 153, 157, 1.58,.163, 164, 165,
171, 172. 177, 179, 180, 181, 196,

l%gc
Milit+ry units—COntinued.

Divisions-Continued.
33d–Ccmtinucd.

lQ~, 207, 208, ~lo, 2,2, ~S~, 263.

264. 26.5, 266, 270, 312, 324, 327,
371, 383, 3s’;, 40s, 410, 411, 417,
4?1, 516-517.

13 Ist Infantry Regiment . . . 40s,
410, 411

132d Infantry Regiment . . 408
34th . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516-5I7
35th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,

114, 1.53, 164, 165, 172, 177, 197, 207,

210, 215, 216, 217, 218, 220, 222, 223,
225, 226, 317, 323, 324, 327, 420, 423,

426, 427, 516-517.
36th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114,

133, 186, 329, $33, 334, 335, 347,
351, 355, 357, 369, 420, 475, 516-
517.

71st Infantry Brigade . . . . . 334
37th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113,

145, 157, 1.59, 166, 172, 185, 197, 201,
207, 208, 209, 210, 214, 215, 259, 315,
316, 317, 321, 326, 327, 371, 395, 396,
397, 399, 401, 417, 420, 423, 424, 425,
427, 516-517.

38th . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l6-5l?
39th . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l6-5l?
both . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516-517
41st . . . . . . . . ...25. 515-517
42d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,

33,40.54,69, 71, 72, 73,76,77,94,
95, 97, 99, 104, 109, 111, 113, 12-4,
128, 129, 131, 144, 145, 150, 151,
156, 167, 159, 161, 166, 177, 180,
131, 186, 189, 213, 216, 233, 234,
235; 242, 243, 244, 250, 251, 294,
295, 297, 293, 299, 316, 317, 323,
324, 326, 326, 327, 329, 330, 381,
332, 343, 344, 345, 369, 420, 423,
424, 427, 47’5, 433, 489, 492, 516-
517.

67th Artillery Brigade . . . . 332
150th Machine Gun Battalion . 332
151st Machine Gun Battalion . 332

76th . . . . . . . . . . . . ..6l6-5l7
77th . . . , . . . . 41,42,79,80,81,97,

99, 101, 102, 104, 172, 177, 178,
180, 1S1, 186, 197, 207, 211, 218,
219, 222, 229, 231, 233, 234, 235,
236, 237, 241, 251, 281, 235, 2S7,
288, 2S9, 294, 295, 297, 301, 313,
316, 316, 317, 321, 324, 325, 323,
337, 362, 364, 365, 367, 36S, 420,
423, 424, 425, 427, 516-517.

307th Infantry Regiment . . 837,362
308th Infantry Regiment . . 337,362
306th Machine Gun Batta!ion . 337,

362
78th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,

112, 113, 143, 145, 157, 159, 161, 166,
180, 182, 186, 189, 213, 234, 2s5, 236,
237, 239, 2S1,” 285, 288, 289, 294, 317,
322, 325, 328, 420, 516-517.
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Page
Miitary units-Continued.

Divisions-Continued.
79th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113,

152, 164, 166, 171, 172, 191, 196,
197, 201, 207, 208, 209, 210, 214,
256, 259, 262, 269, 270, 271, 311,
315,822, 328,420, 516-517.

315th Infantry Regiment . . . 259
80th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,

172, 177, 179, 180, 186, 189, 196,
197, 200, 207, 208, 210, 211, 236,
250, 252, 252,255, 256,257,259,
262,278, 281, 283,264,285, 287,
288,289,292, 293, 294,311, 315,
317, 322, 324,825, 326, 328, 371,
383, 387, 407, 417, 421, 616-517

317th Infantry Regiment . . . 407
318th Inftmtry Regiment . . . 407
319th Infantry Regiment . . . 407
320th Infsntry Regiment . . . 407
Medical Corps . . . . . . . . 260

81#t . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152,
154, 156, 157, 159, 181, 164, 166, 185,
192,311,420,423,424, 426,427,516-517

82d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,

124, 125, 127, 131,188, 139,140,141,
161, 186, 172,177, 178,179, 180,181,
186, 211,213,222, 228, 229, &l,223,
234, 235, 236, 237, 241, 251, 317, 322,
325,328, 421, 516-517.

32d . . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l6-6l7
832d Infarrtry Regiment . . . 430

34th . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l&5l7
85th . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l6-5l7

339th Infantry Begiroent . . . 433

310th Engiueer Regiment . . . 433
88th . . . . . . . . . . . ..5l&5l7
87th’ . . . . . .. ’. . . . ..5l6-5l7
88th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165,

420,423,424,426,427, 516-517
89th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,

113, 124, 127, 129,131, 134, 144, 145,
150, 151, 157,159, 161,166,160, 181,
182, 186, 192,213,235,252,262,275,
277,278, 279, 280,281,232,292,302,
303, 305,315, 319, 320, S21,323,325,
828, 420, 488, 489, 492, 616-517.

both . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,
111, 113, 124, 125,135,137,139,140,
141, 142, 161, 163, 164, 166, 180, 181,
186, 191,213, 245,252,253,275, 276,
277,278,279,305, 307,319, 326,328,
420, 488, 489,492, 516-517.

91st . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,
172, 177, 180, 185, 197,207,208,
211,215, 230,231,259,319, S20,
321, 325, 326, 328, 371, 395, 396,
397, 399, 401, 417, 420, 516-517

181st Infantry Brigsde . 231,315,321
362d Infantry Ftegiment . . . 320
316th Engineer Regiment . . . . 396

92d . . . . . . . . . ..l13. ll4. 140,
152, 158, 161, 166, 172, 177, 829,
420, 423, 424, 426, 427, 516-517

Pi+&c
Military units-Continued.

Dkisions-Contirmcd.
92d—Continhed.

163d Infantry Brigade . . . . 177
368th Infantry Regiment . . . 173,

328,329,339,365,366, 367,36’3
351st Machine Gun Batt.dion . 339

93d. . . 185,357,358,421,475, 516-517
369th Infantry Ragiment . . . ~ -,,

329, 336, 358, U$9, 360, 361, 369,
423,427.

370th Infantry Regiment . 42,43,89,
92,93,104,163,166,328, 336

371st Infantry Regiment . . . 323,
329, 336, 368, 359, 360, 361, 369,
423,427. .

372d Infantry Regiment . . . 328,
329, 336, ‘368, 359, 360, 361, 369,
423,427.

2d Cavalry . . ...’..... . . . 120
llth Engineers . . . . . 371,333,387, 394, 503
(.% afso Alr 8erviee; . American Field

f%vfce; Americau Headquarters in
IWwtce; Army of Occupation; Chemical
Warfare Service; G. H. Q.; Lafayette
Eacadrifle; Railroad Transportation
Companies; Services of Supply; Signal
Corps; Tank Corps.)

Miller, Maj. Oscar F. . . . . . . . . . . 320-321
Mien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446
MLN@.lWood,L a........ . . . . 317
Mi-amas..... . . . . . . . . . . . 447
Miming (asen&oUnknown dead) . . . . . . 149
Mssy-au.x-Bois . . . . . . . . . . 32,84,87,99
Missy Ravine . .. . . . . . . . . . ...34.85

MoireY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271
Molain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390

Mollevil)e Farm . . . . . . . . 265,267,270.323

Molliens-au-Bois . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~i~

Ikfon Platilr Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
Monneaux . . . . . . . . . . . ...”. 100
Mans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...44
Mormon, Pvt. (lst cl.) John . . . . . . . . 334

Montrf’Arly, Le . . . . . . . . . . ...34
Mont Cuvelet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358

Montdu Cygne . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289

Mont Demon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426

Mont Kemmel . . . . . . . . . 27,403,405.482
Mont Notre Dame. . . . . . . . . . . . 100

Mont-St. Martin. . . . . . . . . . . . 97.100
Mont St. P@re. . . . . . . . . . . . 40.62.63
Montdes Shrgee. . . . . . . . . . . ...9?
Montabaur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 492

Montagnede Reims . . . . . . . . . . . :W

Montauville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

Monthlainville . . . . . . . . . . . . 223. 3~~
Montbrehain . . . . . . 381,385,389,392-393

Montdkfier. . . . . . . . . . 27,414,415.416
Mont falcon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1Xl,

170, 172,173,175,194,197, 199,200, 20 L203.

205.207,208.209,214, 215,218,232,249,259,
263,273,289,316,351, 461,473.

Montfauxelles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 336

Monthois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 336,361
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Page
Monthurel . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..60
Montierchaume . . . . . . . . . . . .“ 444
Montiemsur-Saulx . . . . . . ‘. . . . . . 443
Montlouia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444
Montm4dy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191
Montmirail . . . . . . . . . . . . 58,1 OO,368
Monteir . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ...445
Montrebeau . . . . . . ‘211, 213,225,226,227,329
.Montrefagrre . . . . . . . 212,325,337,230,232
Montreuil-aux-Lions . . . . . . . . . . . 44
.Montreux-ChWeau . . . . . . . . . . . . 426
LMOntreux-V1eux . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426
Montade Champagne . . . . . . . . .. . 342
Morrtsec . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . ..106.119,

121, 12S. 127, 128, 129, 144,146, 150,463,473
Montm%ille . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324
Monurnente. (See Memorials and monu-

megte.)
MoranvilIe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
Moreleek, Pvt. Sterling . . . . . . . . . . 319
Mort Homm~, Le . . . . . 194.196, 196, 200, 312
Mortagne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 447
Mortefontaine . . . . . . . . . . . . ...100
Meaclle Rived . . . . . 106,114,124,125,135, 138,

139,140,141,151,161. 419,420,424,426,488
Moucheton ChMeau . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Moulin de l’Homme Mort . . . . . . . . . 324
Mouhns. . . . . . . . . . . . 298,303,304,305
Moulins Ridge. . . . . . . . . . . . 60,61,62
Moueson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138
Mour.ay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307
Mouzon . . . . . . . . . . 190,192,301,302,303
Mulhouae . . . ...’.... . . ...424.425
Munitiona:

Provided h y Ordnance Department . . . 504
Purchased from Bntiih . . . . . . . . . 304
Purchaced in France . . . . . . . . . . 504

Murmansk . . . . . . . . . . . ....432.436
Murrrane, Pvt. Stanley T. . . . . . . . . . 310
Murvaux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30’7
Muaarde Fain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324

N

Nancy . . . . . . . . 161,419,425,426,443, 475
Nantes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445
Nanteuil . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...91
Nantillois . . . . . 204,210,211,255,256, 259,273
National .4rrny. (See Diviciona.)
National Guard. (See Divisions.)
Nauroy . . . . . . . . . . . . 342,378,380,384
Naval engagement, principal . . . . . . . 6
Navarin Farm . , . . . . . . . s45, 346-347,351
Navy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194

~lr~rnce . . . . . . . . . . . . . 453
Cmiccr and Transport Force . . . . . 451
Decorations. (See Decorations and,

medals.)
Emergency Fleet Corporation . . “. . . 451
Guns . . . . . . . . . . ...82. 194,453
Marinee (see afso Military units) . . . . 453
Merrmriale. (See Memorials and monu-

ments.)
Number of men carried . . . . . 450-451

Page
Navy-Continued.

Operations . . . . . . . . . . .. 448-466
Ove- Transpnrtetion 8ervice . . . . 451
Submarine attack . . . . . . . . . 461452
Submarine clmeers. . . . . . . . . . 462
TOM of shipping convoyed . . . . . . 464

Neiheur, Pvt. Thomea C. . . . . . . . . 243-244
Neck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ’16
Neufeh4teau . . . . . . . . 44,426,443,479,495
Neuilly-St. Frent . . . . . . . . . ...89
Neuve Grange Farm, La . . . . . . . . . 216
Neuvilld&Comte Fmrrr . . . . . . . . . 324
Neuvilly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..323
Neuvy-Pailloux . . . . . . . . . . ...444
Nauwicd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..482
Nave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..444.479
Nk?.bols, Sgt. Harley N. . . . . . . . . . . 323
Negentin-Baacigny . . . . . . . . . . . 443
Nofcy-l&Sec . . . . . . . . . . . ., ..446
Nonaard . . . . . . . . . . . 111, 124, 129,145
Noroy-aur-Ourcq . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Norroy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..140.141
North of Paris battlefields . . . . . . . . 371-417
North Sea. . . . . . . . . . 6,113,162,211,401
Northern Ruaaia Expedition . . . 248,429,422-496

Unknown dead . . . . . . . . . . . 459
Notre Dame dec Champe Ridge . . . . . 352,355
Nouart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324
Novient-aux-Pr4a . . . . . . . . . . ...161
Noyem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..297.299
Noon . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ..42.415
Number buried in Europe. . . . . . . . . 469
Number returned for burial in United Statea . 459

0

Obozerakaya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 433
0fferrcive9. (See Opcratione.)
Ot%ciala of nations at war . . . . . . . . 496498

Oia+Aisrre offensive . . . . . . . . . 42.79,91

Oiae River . . . . . . . . . . . ...25.462
O’Neill, Sgt. Richard W. . . . . . . . . . 72-73
Operations:

Aisn&Mame . . . . . . . . . . . .23-104
Champagne . . . . . . . . . . . .328-369
Italy . . . . . . . . . . . ..429.43O-43l
Meuae-Argonne . . . . . . . . . . 167428
Navy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .446455

North of Paris. . . . . . . . . . .371-417
Northern Rucci& . . . . . . . 429, 4324S6
St. MiK1el . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 106-166
Vosgca Front . . . . . . . . . . .419-427
WO@vre P!ain . .. . . . . . . . . . . 152

Orfeuil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,63

O’Shea, Corp. Thomac E. . . . . . . . . . 385

oscuaire de la Haute Chevauch6e . . 322,324,368
@uary of Douaumont . . . . . . . 270,312,324
Ostend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...4.453
Ourcq River . . . . . . . . . . . . ...40.

42,66,67,63,69,71,73, 75,76,78,95,462

P

Pagny-sur-MOcelle . . . . . . . . . . . . 138
Pallice, La . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 447
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I’;lj+c
1’01,1,(.s . . . . ]11, 12.1, 12!)>]15
l’uris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...17.22.

25,2!), :!1, 33, 36, 41, 4:1, 4.1, 46, 58, 8!), N), 91,
167, :1.11, 368, :)71, 372, 41.l,41J, 416,457,45!),
.4(2, 463, 461, 4C5, 466, .467, 475, .47!), 4!):), .4!)5

Paris ILum>....... . . . . . ...41
I’miwr, .%mnd I,t, Sarnu,.1 I . . . !)9 100
I’uuilkm. . . . . ., . . .44(i,455
l’(;~org i d . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.!
I’(; La IIutte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.1
l’(:r’a u . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324
l“’czouav,! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 322
l>c:acc.<>fIer . . . . . . . . . . . 176
P,wk,l’vt. Archie A. . . 315
]’e]~nsylvanla rr]emc,rials . . 79,222,259
l%rigueux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446
l’erkins, Pvt. (I SLCI.I Mj.hw.l J . . . 2(;8-269
l’irm]nc. ..,...,.. . . . . ...7.412
l’(.rshiug, (;cn. JuhN J. . . . . . . 11,

15, 17, 18, 22, 25, 31, 41, 105, 106, 107,
111, 113, 11.4, 118, 126, 154, 172, 181, 183,
191, 204, 255, 333, 381, 414, 424, 432, 437,
439, 441, 488, 492, 493.

I’crshing Stadium . . . . . . . 493
Pcrthe*les-IIurlus . . . 330

pdtain, hfarshal IIc$nri 25,33, 105, 1T2,33O
P’,til. llois, l.,> . 321
I’,.lite 1,’ori.l Farm, 1.;, .2!)I, .2~93
I’i?lretlkrm...... . 101
l’cuviller s.....,.. . . . . . . . 324
Piave ltiver Front . . . . 430

l’iu+rcly . . . . . . . . . 25,29,342,402

Pierrefcmds (:h~twdu . . . . . . . 101
Pike, l.t. Col. Emory J . . . . . . . . . 139
Places of huritd, number lwfmw Armistice . 459
Phjis y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
I’lymouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 5!!
l’oison LVW,Iirst use of . . . . . . 10

Polk aFar m....... . . . . . . . . :12.1
l’(ml!hmlx. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392

l’w)t-de-Cluix . . . . . . . . . 445
]Junt-hlaugis . . . . . . 2X3, 297,298,299
T’ont-i+hiousson . . . . 106, 137, 138, 140
Pontan.%en Barracks . . . . . . . . 447
l’o]lte-dclla-I )elizia . . . . . . . . 430

Pontenx-les-Forglw . . . . . . . 4.16
Pope, Corp. l’homus A . . . . 408
Poperinglle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 401
1‘ort-wr-Scil h, l(lIi, lo!l,ll:l,l ll,l:~8,151,.121
l’,,rtu Ct,rsini . . . . . . . . 455
l’ouilly (Ardennes) . . . . . JW, 303,304, Y20
Pouilly (Ni&rc,) . . . . . . 445
Preface . . . . . . . . . ... ,.. .,xi xii

1’r6m<mt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 389
Pll%ly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1(;1
Presideut 01 Frenck I{epuldie . . . . 163
l>rmnws....... . . . . . . . . . . 343
Pructt., (Xrp. Joseph E. . . . . . . 244
l’rLliLl, Chmp. Jolm Ii. . . . . . . . . 3 W
l’uisieux-au-Mout . . . . 407
I’unch Bawl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308
Purple l{<,art. (S(, 1)c.v,,rutiut)s and lmdalh.)
Puxicux . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163
Puy, l-e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444

Q l’ugc

Quarry b’uml . . . . . . . . . . 376
(~uart de lUW.I’VC. . . . . , . , 129
QUWIMtO WI, . . . . . . . . 449, 450, 452, 46s
Qucnnem Onl Farm . . . . . 375, 379, 380, 38.4
ouic,l sc.ctOrs . . . . . . . . . . . 429

R

ILailroad Transportation Cumpanies . . . . 4$6
IGimpunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324
IUipaic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Rar&[>urt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324

Itutes paid Rri(ish (i<)v(.r!,m(t,tf,,, trxt>s-
pOvtin~lr,,OW . . . . . . 605

Itaucourt .,...... .......zgl,szc
ltuviuc Mxria, n . . . . . . . . . . 101
It;lvi]w aux ]’ierrc.s . . . . . . . . . . 326
Rewwns for entry into war . . . . . . . . 9
Reddy Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
I{egm, Second 1.1. Patrick . . . . . . . 267-268
Regiments. (Scti Military units.)
ltegions:

Aisne-Marne . . . . . . . 29–104
Briey-Metz . . . . . . . . . 107, IIZ
ChamImguc . . . . . . 3$29-369
Jkdy . . 429,430-431
hlcusc-rirguttrt<, . . 167-328

Norlh (II’Paris . . . . . . 37] -417
Northern I{lissia . . . 429, 432–4S5
St. Mihiel . . . . . . . . . . . .. I05-166
Vosges Front . . . . . . 419-427

Regnieville . . . . . . 131, 13.4, 135,137
Regular Army. (,SW l)ivisiol)s.)
Iteilley, Sgt. (!hatles 1{ . . . . . . . 396
lteims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...31.

33, 35, 36, 41, 60, 61, (X2, 102, 107, 167, 329,
330,331, 3x2, 0:)3,341, 342, 3(;7, 462,475.

It(!magell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489
]tenll,ercourt-su r-kla<i . . . . 159,163
Itmm?nauville . . . . 131, 135, 137, G03
Itemilly-sur-Meuse . . . . . . . . 295
Remiremont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426
lt&nonvilk? . . . . . . . . . . . . 281,283
Rengsdorf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 492
ltenlles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44’7
lteplacemenls. (Sw l)ivisions,)
l{&crvc Malk.L . . . . . . 503
Ik.thcl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 368
Ih!tur])of 11’uops1(,llni~t.dSL~tt.s. . . 4w,.lw
Rezonvillc. . . . . . . . . . . . . ...163
Rhine Itiver . . . . 167,425,426,487,488, 489
lthinekmd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489
ltifiville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...163
ltiheauvil l o........ . . . . . . . 390
Itichwourt . . . . . . 124, 127, 129

ltichclie u . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445

I{ic112neIlill . . . . . . . 265,267

ltick~,nhwker, Firsl LL. Edward V . . . . 157
I{illy-aux-oim . . . . . . . . . . . 335
ltimaucourt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443
l{i~wnt. . . . . . . . . . . . . ...336.358
Itiscl, nuum, I’vL. fldwwxt . . . . . . . 2A?
Ruacldirecliom . . . . . . . . . . . . . 521
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l’uf; u

Rolwrts,(’tm[>. I[wwhl \\ . . . . . . 3!3:!
Robb, Fi(i[ 1,(. (i,,,(g(. S , . . . . :l(i(l
Roch~.If,r( . . . .417, 15.”)

R(,cllc.llt,, la..,.. . . . . . . . . .417
ILoisvl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 381
ILumagn<. Il,ights . . . 177,

2! I, ’212,:3 1,2:)0, ?11 ,21’2,25(;, :\15,3i!0
ROmag]lc-st,us- kJ<,!)tfaftc,l; . . . . 172,

179, 181, l!J:I, :’ ,21 1,2.il, 2-li,2-I .5,248,2.19,
230,251,27:1,:. !, .161.

Itom<,rat] lilt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41.-,
Rorlch+rr. . . . . . -JU,S7,6!)
Ronssoy . . . . . . . 377,3s1
Itmx+.vill, Fir,ji 1.(. (/< ,,till, gruvt, . . . ‘,’(;

R,)ttt.r<l>irn....... . . . . . . . .J:!!I

]ti)lll,l l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4j(i

lt<>ug<,)ll<,r,l-1(.-(:ll2tl,:lli . . . . . 42(;

l{urnlmugh, (’61vIJ. Erl,, ,( 1{ . . . . . . ’21i 215

Rupt(lc .hI.!d (’rl(k . . . 127, 1-J5,16J

Rupt-crl-U1<,,’v, c . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ti3

Russiu. (Stw Nortt)tr,, Iiclssia tixb,r(lition.)

s

Safll(sl’ass . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42J,’J2G
salll{!s-(i’(llllllll (>,1.es . . . . . . . . . 445
St. ’f,:,,,lll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (;0, I(W
FI.,figll:lli,..... . . . . . . . . 115
S[. Am;LzLd1,’m’rn . . . . . . . . 81
S[. lklussulll . . . . . . . . . 124,129
St. l:lm.ll(.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 50
S[,(%l,ribt,,pl),, . . . . . . . . J!j

S1. l)it . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..42. i..12(.
St. l)izivr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113
SL.I<Licllrl$-~1-:8r1)es :)3-1,: J:5,352,:J5:I, 355,:J57
S1.l.:ti(!l>l]*-orfktlilr,2ib<i . . . . . . , . 335
S[. lmgall(. . . . . . . IW,!)7
St. (kw’g(s......... . . . . .J~J

S1. llilain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152!
S1. IIilaircl,.-(:, w,l . . :):1(),:1.II, :111, :J15, :!52
St. Ilui>(,rt’s l’avilif,ll . . . . . . . 219
St. Jacquvs FarnL . . . . . . . . . 163
St. .l<,an-d(,-hfouts . . . . . . . . . 445
St. Juvin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17!),

181,2:12,233, 23i,235 ,236, 241, 2S0, 281,325

St.l.uums . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.16

St. hlal( l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417

St. hltirtil]-l{ivi~lt. . . . . . 390
Si. iMihitl . . iS, U:i,27,

4 I , 10-), 10(;, 11 I , I 12, I:js, 1.’)!1,1(;:!,.121
St. Nlihit,l ,Iprcnlollt Vl,tid . 1(;:1 Ili i
St. Mihicl opur~ lions . . . . 103. 166, 111

Figur,w . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
I>ad<llftll)lk. . . . 111
1’1,111 . . 105,1 W11O

St. Mibicl rv~i,,l, . . . . !)?, Iofi- ](;6,207, 4(,7
(:,,n,hut ,,rvi,.c summary 165- 1(;6
l’<,rrtaiii .,....... . . . . . . 106
‘J’<mr <D(Imt(ltti(,lci . . . . 115 1S5

St. M ihi(l sdivul . . . 106,117, 11s, 12:i,
12,;, 151, 1$s, 1(;3, 161, 42(J, 4ti3,4’N,. 175

S1. Nazain . . . . . 437,445, .J5L,4’io
St. l’icrr<-<1<.h-(:<,r],s . . . . . . . . 415
St.1’icrmlhwm . . . . . . . . . . . . . lo!!

I’age
S1. (/,,,, )(j,, , . . . . X2,167, l~,j,

3’i:l, ;1S1, 3*.{, :\S*, 38!}, ;l!)’>“>:1!1!,40.1, .163, .17!)
St. ow,litin (“until . . . . . . 373, 35:!
St. (j”vut.i]l (’onal tul,lwl . . . . 373, 378, .47!)
St. S,m],l,t . . . , . 389.390. 3!)3
St. Sulpicw.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
St. ’rhil,uut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
St,.. hlenl.hould . . . . . . . . . . .
~diz,,rai~.,,..,, . . . . . . . . .

S:ilvation Army . . . . . .

Sumlmeltiv.r . . . . . . . . .

Sx,,l,>g,,,.c,x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Suml)iglly. ..,... . . . . . . . . .

:;:imj,lt. r, (;m,p. Sumut.1 M . . . . . . . .
.Sitt]dlitl,S@. Willit, . . . . . . . . . . . .
SaSs,.y-suii-Meuse . . . . . . . . . . .
Salmlur., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sauvigt)y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Savelluy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Saw-elsun, Sgt. William . . . . . . . . .
Scapalw)w . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sciirp e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Scoylbrm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.416
80

368
161
507

355
1!)!)

4.15
!)r,

445
239
.153

‘2,5

357
SclIILlrn<,r,First 1.(. I)witc 11, . . . 219-2$$0
SchchJt l{ivw’. (S{e I,lscaut Itiv,. r.)
Schlucht I’ass . . . . . . . . 423, 4X
S(wh;tllll . . . :13(;, 357>358,:1.59,360,361
S, V<,I),I th,l(l{, ,,1 [11<.;\isut, . . . .
St,d,l,s:

7

Alwuld. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .J2;)

Ivaceara( . . . . . . . . . . 42S,421
(’(wt(,l . . . . . . . . . ‘123, 42-1
l~.atill(d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421

(;i.mrdmt.r . . . . . . . . . . . . ,12:J

l.univillu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423,421
Quie t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .J~;)

St. I)i6 . . . . . . . . . . . . ..423..124
S(>mm<.rvi!lrr . . . . . . . . .1z:!
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