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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1400 DEFENSE P'ENTAGON 

WASHINGTON. DC 20301·1400 

23 S£P "'/ 
Ref: 97-F - 1677 

Dear ~tr. Gre enewald: 

Thi s .!.et ter resPQo~ to :r'our September 2 , 19 97 , Freedom o f 
lnfo~ tion _~t (FOIA) r equest. 

Enclosed dee a l l t h e documents tha t thi~ Direc t orat~ has on 
·UPOs· dnd t hey a re ~rovid~~ as res p onsiv e t o you r r eques t. 

The re ma y be addi tiona l r ecords on "UFOS· at t h e National 
Archi ves a nd Records Admin istrat ion (NARA). Their addr ess i s: 

Di:-::-ector 
Records Declassification Div (NND) 
Room 6350-
7he Nationa l Archives a t College Park 
860 1 Adelphi Road 
College Park , MD 2 07 40-6001 

Also , the Department Qf the Air Fo rce ' s WorLd tiido Web 
add ress has ~ tact sheet o n · UFOs ." That dddress is : 

h t tp:// ww-o:.dtie .mil / air fo r celink/ pa/ f actshee t si 

You can purchase two r eports, "The Roswe l l Re port : i"dct vs 
Fi ction i n the New Mexico DesertM dnd ~The Roswell Report : Case 
Cl osed,· thrO'.,lgh the Gove r nment Printing Off i ce. That address 
i s : 

U . S. Gov e rnment ?rinting Office 
SUperint endent o f DOcuments 
Ha i l Stop; SSOP 
Wash ington. DC 204 02 - 932 8 

The>: t: ~re no assessable tees for t his r espons e . 

Enclosures: 
As Stillt8<l 

S incerely , 

PreedQm of Information 
and Security Review 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE N"VY 
O.,.I'"ICE 01'" NAVAL RESCARCt-I 
ARLINGTON . VIRGIN'" 2221'7 

Information Sheet 

Philadelphia Experiment: UFO's 

Over the years the Navy has received innwbcrable queries about the soc~lled -Philadelphia Experiment- or ·Proj~t~ and the alleged role of the Office of Naval Researc:h (NT() in it. The majority of these inquiries are directed to the Office of Naval Research or to the Fourth Naval District in Philadelphia. The frequency of these queries predictably intensifies each time the experiment is mentioned by the po?Ular press, often in a science fiction took. 

Tne genesis of the Philadelphia EXferiment myth dates back to 1955 with the publication of The case for UfO's by the late Morris K. Jessup. 
Some time after the publication of the book, J~ssup received correspondence from a Carlos Miguel Allende, who gave his address as R.D. tl, Box 223, New Xensington, PA. In his corresponoence Allende commented on Jessup's b:ok and gave details of an alle~d secret naval eXpE'rirrent conducted by the - Navy in Phil~delphia in 1943. During the experiment, according to Allende, a ship was rendered invisible and teleported to and from Norfolk in a few minutes, with some terrible aftereffects for crew JrP...IWers. Supposedly, this incredible feat was acconplished by applying Einstein's nunified field" theory. Allende claimed that he had .... i tnessed the experiment from another ship ano that the incident was reported in a Philadelphia ne ... ·spaper. ".[he identity of the newspaper has never been established. Similarly, the identity of Allende is unknown, and no information exists on his present address. 

In 1956 a copy of Jessup's book was mailed anonyrrollsly to DNR. The pages of the took. were interspersed with hand wri tten OOJliliEnts which alle<?Ed a kno .... ledge of UFO's, their means of nction, the culture and ethos of the beings OCCl1P'Ying these UFO's, described in pseudo-scientific and incoherent terms. 

Two officers, then assigned to ONR, took a personal interest in the book and showed it to Jessup. Jessup concluded that the writer of the co~nts on his took was the same person who had "",ritten him about the Philadelphia E.xperiment. These two officers personally had the rook. retYf:o and arranged for the reprint, in typewritten form, of 25 copies. Tne officers and their personal belongin9s have left ~~ rr~ny years ago, 3fld O~ 60es not have a file copy of the annotated book • 
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Review 

of the 

lJaivwrsity of Colorado Report on Unidentified Flying Objects 

bya 

Panel of the National leadelllY of Sc1ences 

IiWi' Panel WI.!I appointed in the latter part of October and early 
Nowlllber 1968. The charge to the Panel was "to provide an indepenoent 
assessment of the SCl)pe, lIethodology, and findings or the (University 
of Colorado) study.s reflected in the (University's) Report." While 
the Panel largely restricted its reView to this chal".!8, it was thcUSht 
both appt opriate and necessary that the Panel beCXIID, familiar with ... rioua 
sc1enUflc points ot view u presented in other publiOl.tion:s and reports 
by techniOl.lly trained persons. 

It va not the task of the Panel to conduct itl own study of UFOs 
or to inVite ad'9'Ocates, scientifically trained or not, of various point:. 
of view to bearings. 'nle task wu to study the University's Report 
and to assess: First, iu stXIpej namely, did the Report, in the opinion 
at' the Panel, cowr U~se topic=! that a sdentific study of UFO ;nenCllen& 
should haft elltraced? Second, its methodology; namely, dId the Report, 
in the opinion ot the Panel, reveal an acceptable scientific methodology 
and approach to the subject? Third, its findings; namely, were the 
ooncLusion:s and interpretations warranted by the eVidence and anupes 
as presented in . the Report and were they renonable? 

In the Cl)urse of its review the Panel tXlnsulted papers on the same 
subject by technically tra1ned persons (tor enmple, William Markowitz, 
"The Physic=! and Meta):hys1cs of Unidentified Flying Objects," Scienoe, 
157 (1967), PI'. 1274-79. James E. McDonald, "Science, Technology', and 
UFOs," presented January 26, 1968, at a General Seminar of the United 
Aircraft FI.earch Laboratories, Eat Hartford, Connecticut. James E. 
McDonald, "UFOs ... An International Sc1enUfio Problem," presented Maroh 
12, 1968, at the Canadian Aeronautics and Space Institute AstronautiCS 
Sywposha, Montreal, Canada. Jam. E. McDonald I nStatement on International 
Sc1enUfic Aspects of the Problems or Un1dentit'ied Flying Objects," 
spnt to the United Nations on Jl,J'le 7, 1967. DonaleS H. Menzel, flYing 
Sauoers, Har'l2lrd Un1versi Press (Cambridge, 1952). Donald H. Menzel 
and Lyle G. Doubleday (N..., 
'963) . 

on Representati ves, Ninetieth 
Congress, Second Session, 

Attacbgent 2, PI 5 



P~rsonnel a~ the Fourth Naval District believe that the questions surrounding the so-called aPhiladelphia Expcriment n arise from quite routine research which occurred during World War II at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. Until recently, it was believed that the foundation for the apocryphal stories arose from degaussing experiments which have the effect of making a ship undetectable or ainvisible" to magnetic mines. ~ther likely genesis of the bizarre stories about levitation, teleportat ion and effects on human crew menbers might be attributed to eXI" :riments with the generating plant of a destroyer, the USS TI~. In the 1950 1 5 this ship was part of an experiment to test the effects of a small, high frequency generator providing 1,OOOhz instead of the standard 400hz. "!he higher frequency generator prcx:iuO!!d corona discharges, and other well known phenomena associated with high frequency generators. lbne of the crew suffered effects from the exfErirrent. 
ONR has never conducted any investigations on invisibility, either in 1943 or at any other time (ONR was established in 1946.) In view of present scientific knowledge, ONR scientists do not believe that such an experirrent could t:e possible except in the realm of science fiction. 
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AFSINC/II August 1985 L;'Y 

' ,/ 4/1Lj l.f'0 FACT .:,/ 

The Air For.ce investigation of UFOs began in 1948 and was known as Project Sign. 
Loter the name WQS changed to Project Grudge, and in 1953 it became Project Blue 800k 
Between 1948 and 1969, the Air Force investigated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a statistical listing of reported UFO sightin'gs during the Air Force 
investigotion: 

l.f'0 SIGiTITIGS 1,.7 - 194>9 

YEAR TOTAL SIGiTINGS 

. 1947 122 12 
1948 156 7 1949 186 22 
1950 210 27 1951 169 22 
1952 1,501 303 1953 509 42 
1954 487 46 
1955 545 24 
1956 670 14 1957 1,006 14 1958 627 10 
1959 390 12 
1960 557 14 1961 591 13 
1962 474 15 1963 399 14 1964 562 19 1965 887 16 
1966 1,1 12 32 
1967 937 19 1968 375 3 1969 146 I 

TOTAL 12,618 701 

Of these total sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused by material objects 
(such as balloons, satellites and aircraft), immaterial objects (such as lightning, 
reflectiON and other natural phenomenal, astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the 
sun and the moon), weather conditions and hooves. As indicated, only 701 reported 
sightings remain unexplained. 

On December 17, 1969, the secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of 
Project Blue Book . 
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On Peee~~e~ '7, 1969 the Secretary of the Air Force announced the termi nation of Project Blue BooK. 

Th~ decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an eval~tlon of a report prepared by the Unlve~slty of Colorado entitled, ~Sclen~irlc Study or Unidentifi.d Flying Objectsj" a review of the Unlver. ,ity of Colorado's report by the Nat10nal Academy of Sciences; past UFO studiesi and Air Foree experlencp Invest1catlng UfO reports for two d.cides. 

As a result of these investigations a!'ld stu·Hes. and ex-pe:"iene. gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions of Project Blue So ok were: (1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air Fore. has ever given any indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evldence submitted to or d13-cov,red by the Air Force that Sighting! catelorlzed .s ~unidentlrled" represent technololleal develop.ents or principles beyond the rance of present day scientific knowledgej ~nd (3) there has bean no evidence indicating that sightings catesorized as "unldentified" are extraterrestrial vehIcles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation establishing and controllin, the program for lnvestlllttng and an&lYZ1n& UFOs was rescinded. All documentation re,ardins the former Blue Book 1nvestlgatl~n was permanently tran3ferred to the Hodern M1litary Branch, National Archtvts and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, WaShl~gton, D.C. 20408, ~n<j is avalli.bIa for public review and analysiS • .. 
In '977, Pre~ident Cart,r asked the National Aeronautics And Space Admlnist~ation (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming UFO Inve,tlga:ions After studying all the tacts available, tney decidad that nothi:"\t1 . ..,oul, be gained by further investigation. The A.ir Force agre.., wit~ t~3t dec~s1o~. If, however, firm evidence i, found justifying (~~the~ investigation, an appropriate agency will be directed to undertake the error .... 

Th~re are a numbe~ of universities and professional scientific organizations such as the Ameriean Assoeiatlon for the Advancement of Science, ~ieh have eonsider~~ UFO phenomena durins periodic meetln,s anc s~~inars. In addit1on, a list of private organizations interested 1:1 aerial phe:"l:u:·.ena fI".ay be f:lund in Cale's Encyclopedia or Associations (E~itior. 9, \1:-.1 1, pp. U3.?-~)' Such timely revie .. of the situation t'v ;:riv;t., g:a.:lUPS i!":s"J~es t~a:' .'ClU:1C evidence will not be overlooked t'ly the s ·.~ient t ri: cOItI.'nun i:y . 

Fa.'"" rurtht~ ~e!'erer.ce rr.a .... erial. two doc';Jments are available fro!!J the lI,,";.icnal Tec:h~!c .. l I:l.for'"t:la.t1.on Se:-vice, U.S, Oepar:.mer.t cr Commerce, Sprin~f.~ld, VA 2? 151: 
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Study conducted 
by t.ne ty under contract • T"1ree 
v,=,\umes. 1,&165 p. 66 pliitn. Photodupliea~ed hard copies of the ofr1c1a':' 
:-"",:1-: 1T:3Y l'I"! ordered for fie per volume. $18 the set of ~hree. as .AII 
~SO:97', AD 680:976, ond AD 680:977. 

Review University of Colorado At ort on Un1dentified 
Fly ins Objects. Aevlo!w at" report by a panel of the Nat!.onal Academy 
"r .~clence,. N.·.ional Academy of Setences, 1969. 6p. PhotMupl1cat"!d 
h\rd cOPle, ma y ~~ ordered tor $3 as AD 6ee:5~1. 
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REVIEW 

at THE 

URIVEftSlTY OP COLORADO 1I£f0RT 0/1 UIIlI)EHTIFlED FLYDIG OBJEC!S 

BY 1 
• 

PllIEL OF THE NATIONAL AClUEHl' OF SCIENCES 

.--

Copyright, National lcademy of Sciences, 1969. This book, or any parts 

thereot, may not be reproduced 1n any form without wr1tten permission 

trom the publ1sher except that reproduction 1n whole, or 1n part, is 

permitted tor any use of the United States Government . 

• 
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~ Panel began its review j-ediately after the Report became 
afti1able on November 15, 1968, by an initial reading of the Report 
by each member of the Panel during a two-week period. The Panel convened 
Oll. December 2 for a discussion of members' in1 Ual usesmenU, for 
(J)naid,ration of the Panel's charge (scope, methOdology, and finding! 
1n the Report), and for de11neatido of further steps in its review. 
The latter included the study of other doewaents pt"uenting; views and 
(1ndinp of technically trained persons (e .g., the doculDents cited atove ) , 
further enmination of the Report' a s'Jmlaryand findings, and further 
directed study of specialized chapters or the Report by appropriate 
.eaber3 of tbe Panel. Elctensi Ye disO'l'ftsiCll, both by correspondence 
and by telephone, occurred during this period. The Panel met again 
,on January 6, 1969. to' conclude ita deliberations and to J:l"'epare it:! 
findings, which are presented below • 

I. SOOPE 

The study by the Uni.erslty of Ccl.orado oo_enced in October 1966 
and continued for ab:)ut two years. Case st'~v1'. of 59 reports of ur08 
are presented in detail, with 68 platesj of the.e, ten reports predated 
the p'oJect, but were 80 well doCWllented that they were included. A 
chapter is elevoted to UFOs in history, one to UFO study progr'm' in 
foreign countries, and one to UFOs reported in the 20 yeara precedine 
the study. Ten chapters are devoted to perceptual .. obl8lS, processu 
or perception and reportina, psychological upects of UFO report8, optics, 
radar, sonic boom, atmospheric electric! ty and plllS .. interpretations, 
balloons, instrumentation for UFO s.arehes, and statistical analYSe8. 
( tventy ... tour appendixe8 add detailec1 technical bac\cgl'ound to the study. 
Volume 4 conclude8 with an index ot 27 pages.) 

f-

In our opinion the SCDpe of the study was adecplate to its purpose: 
a sci enUtic study of UFO Ehenomenl.. 

II. METHODOLOGY 

A8 a rule, field trips were made to investigate UFO reports only 
if they were less than a year old. The Report states that nearly all 
UFO sighting are of short duration, seldom lUit an hour and usually 
for a fev minutes. Tl1Js moat invest!ptions ClOI'l8ist.d of interviews 
with persons who mad. reports. 1hz ee teae, usually cons!8ting of two 
person8 each (a physical scientist and a peycholog18t, were employ.,d 
in field inveltiptlona where tele~onic O:>_W1iea.tlon with UFO-sighti-ng 
indi v1duals save bope of pining added intormation. The aim was to 
get a tea. to the site as quickly as po8sible after a reported sighting. 
( It was found that nearly all Mlses CDuld be classified 1n such eategories 

• 

as pranks, hoaxes, nat ve interpretations, and various type8 of misinterpr.tations. 
A few events, which did not rit these eategories, are 11ft trlexplained.) 

Mat.erials and conditions amenable to laboratory approaches were _ 
investigated - e.g., a11esed UFO JBrt8 bY chemical analysis. automobile 
il!1lition fail1JZ"'e by simulation stu41es I and oro ~otoS!"aphy by photogrannet ri r 
anal)"5e5. (Or 3S photographic cases i nvestigated I nine are said to 
give evidence of probable fabrication, seven are classified . s natural 

Attach • • nt 2, p, 6 
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or man_made phenomena, twelve provided insuffic1ent data for anal~is, 
and seven were considered to be possible fabricatl~; none proved to 
be "real objects wtth high strangeness.") 

Technically trained personnel were utilized by the Univer,ity. 
'!'he University gl'OUP included a sub-group on field investiptioru5 of 
UFO reportsj their narration and interpretations of ca~es are reasonable 
and adequate. Leadina &i'Oups were enplld under oontract for specialized 
work - e.g" Stanford Research Institute on radar anomalies and a subsidiary 
of the Raytheon Corportlt10n for ~otograDlletric analyses. D1vergent 
Views ot those few scientists who haVI looked into ' UFOs were taken into 
account. The hhtory of the subject was also surveyed, including the 
experiences in some other nations. Finally, extensive use was made 
of aany speCialists in variCNs public and privati laboratot'ies • 

The Report makes clear that with the best means at our disposal, positive 
correlation of all UFO reports with identifiable, known phenomena is 
not possible. No study, past, current or future, can provide the basis 
for statine categorically that a fa,,' liar phenOllenon wi U necessarily 
be linkable to every sight1na. The Report is free of dogmatism 
on this matter. It is also clear, as one goes throough the 
descriptions of UFO sighting', whether 1n the Report or in other literature, 
that while some incidents have no positive ldentification with familiar 
phenomena, they also have no positive identification w1th extraterrestr1al 
visitors or artifacts. 

We think the methodoloST and approach were vell chosen. in accordance 
with accepted standards of scientific investisation. 

III. FINDINGS 

The study concludes (a) that about 90 percent of all UFO reports 
prove to be quite plausibly related to ordinary phenomena, Cb) that 
l1ttle it anyth!", has oo.e from the study of UFOs ln the past 21 years 
that bas added to seientiClc knowledge, and (c) that further extensive 
study oC-UFO sightings is not justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced thereby. At the same time it is emphasized in the 
Report that (c) is an opinion based on evidence now available. 

The Report's findings and evaluations -- essentially eight ~n number, 
presentld in It, Clt'st section -- are concerned vith official secrecy 
on UFOs, UFOs as a possible de tense hazard, the future governmental 
handline ot UFO-sighting reports, and five of them relate to the question 
of what if any further invest1gation of UFOs appear ~rranted in the 
light of the study. We paraphrase and s'I!I!Iuize these findings and 
evaluations be:ow, append!", our CIOlllZlent,. 

1. On secrecy. Is the subject "shrouded in off!cial ,ecrecy"? 
The study found no ba,b for this cont.ention. 

We accept this finding of the study • 

• 
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2. On detense. <a) Is there eVidence that UFO siShtings may repre~ent 
a defenae hazard? No such evidence came to lisht in the study. Th1~, 
however, vas not an objecti" ot the study and was Pi operl)' construed 
U a DepartZlent ot Defense matter. (b) The Report ~tates: "The history 
ot the ~st 21 y.ar~ hIS rep.-tedly led Air Force ortlcer~ to the conclusion 
that nOM ot the thin&! seen, or thOught to have been seen, which pass 
by the name ot UFO reports, oonstituted any hazat'd or threat to national 
security." 

3. On future UFO .iglltinp. "The que.tion , ... ains as to what. 
it anyth1ns:, tbe tederal government should do about the UFO reports 
it receives frc the pneral public?- Tbe Report fCllmd no ba~1s tor 
activity related to such sl&htins report. -in the Ixp.ctation that they 
are soine to contrlbJtl to thl advance or so1encI," bJ.t the Department of 
OeteMe should handle these in its nona" surftillanoe operations with
out need tor such special units as Project Blue Book. 

We concur 1n thh reco_endation. 

4-8. On further inve.tiption. (4) should the foderal aovernment 
"set up a major new agency, as some have tor the scientitic 
study ot UFOs"? The :study found no basis tor reco_endation ot this 
kind. (5) Would t'Urtbtr extensive study of 0,0 sigbtina. contribute 
to science? "Our pneral conclusion is tbat nothing has oo_e from the 
:study of UFOs in the past 21 years tnat has added to so1entitic know
ledge. The Report then notes that specific rese.roh topioa .. y wan ant 
consideration: (6) "There are important areas Of atllOapneric optics, 
includlnc radio wave propagation, and ot atmospheric electricity in 
which present knowledce 18 qu1te incoeplete. These topics con to our 
attention in connection with the interpretation or sOlie UFO reports, 
but th.y are also of fundamental scientific interest, and they are relevant 
to practical probleilS related to the improvement of safety of military 
and ei vll1an flying. R.eseareh efforts are belnl carried out in these 
areas by the Department of Derense, the Environmental Science Services 
Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
by universitie. aDd nonprofit research orsanizations such as the National 
Center for AtFl.pheric Researoh, whose work 13 sponsored by the Nat10nal 
SCience Foundation." 

'nte Report also obsel'Ye' (7) that uFO reports and beli.fs are also 
or interest to -the social scientist and the communications specialist." 
In the •• areas c-rtioularly - 1.... (6) ..,d (7) - tbe study 
(8) that ·scientists vith adequate trainina and credentials who come 
up with a clearly defined, specific proposal- should be supported, implying 
that normal competitive procedures and assessments of proposals should 
be rollowed ~.re as is custoary. 

Attacha.nt 2, PI B 
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We concur with these evaluations and recommendations. 

IV. PANEL CONCLUSION 

Th. rens. or topics in the Report is extensive and it~ variou~ 
chapters, deaUns with many a~pects or the subject, should prove or 
value to scholars in many fields. Its analyses and findings are pertinent 
and useful in any future as~essment or activity in this field. We 
concur in the recommendation sUSie sting that no high priority in UFO 
inYestiptiorus is warz'anted by data or the past two decades. 

We are unanimous in the opinion that this has been a very credi
table etrort to apply objectively the relevant techniques or science 
to the ~olution at the UFO problem. The Report recosnize~ that there 
remain UFO si&htings that are not eul1y explained. The Report does 
suSgest, however, so many reasonable and possible directions ln which 
an explanation may eventually be tound, that there seems to be no reason 
to attribute them to an extraterrestrial souroe without evidence that 
is much more conYincinc. The Report also shows bow dirficult it is 
to apply scientiric methods to the oocasional transient sightings with 
any chlnoe at success. While further study or particular aspects or 
the topic (e.g., atmospherio phenomena) may be usetul, a study or UFOs 
in general is not a promising way to expand scientiric understanding 
ot the phenomena. On the basis ot present knowledge the least 11kely 
explanation or UFOs is the bypothesis at extraterrestrial visitations 
by 1nte1l1gent be1ng •• 

--Gerald M. Clemence, chairman; H. R. Crane, David M. Dennison, Wallace 
O. Fenn, H. [erter Hartline, E. R. Hilgard, Mark Kec, Francis W. Resehelderier, 
William W. Rubey, C. D. Shane, Oswald O. Villar, Jr. 

Attachments: 

--List at Panel Members 
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R.R. Crane 

University or Michigan 

David H. Dennison 

University ot Michl,.n 

Wallace O. FetID 

University ot Rochester 

H. Ketter Haneline 

HMbERS OF TIlE REVIEW PAlIn. 

Gerald H. Cle .. nol, Cba1nun 

Yale University 

!be Rocketeller University 

Francia W. Reichelderfer 

WUllinston, D.C. 

Willi .. W. Rubey 

ODivorsity of Cal1foroia 

at Los lncele. 

C.D. ShllDe 

The Rocketeller University 
E.R. Hllprd 

Santa Cruz I California 

O.wald G. Villard, Jr. 
Stanford Onlyer-sity Stanford Univeraity 
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PROJECT BLUE BOOK 
The United States Air Foree hu the responsibility "ndu the Department of Defense for the 

investigation of nnidtntified nytnc objects (UFOs). The name of thi. program, wrueh. has been in 

operation since 1948, U Projlct Slue Book. It: has been ldentUled in the past as Project Slgn and 
PrOjKt Grudre • 

Air Force interest 1D. unidentWed. flying objecU is related dlreeUy to the Air Force responsi
bility for the 2Jr defense of the United States. Procedures for conductinC this pr;:gnm are estab
lished by Air Force Regulation 200-2 • 

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: tlnt, to determine whether UFOs pose a 
threat to the security of the Un1ted. Statelj and, Steoa4, to determine .hether UFOs exhibit any 
unique scientWc inforUla.tioo or ildnneed teehnoloa whic:b could c:ontribute to scientific Dr techniCal 
ruea.reb. In the course or accomplishtn, these objectives, Projeet Blue Book strives to identify 
and explaJ.n all UFO s1lbtlnp reported to the Air Force. 

HOW THE PROGRAIof IS CONDUCTED 
The proglat:l is conducted in three phut's. Th. first pha.st includes receipt of UFO reports 

Utd initial innstiptlon of the reports. The Air Foree base aea.nst the location 01 .it report.eel 3!&bt. 
in! is Charged with the responsibWty of imestllat1nC the atchttnr and for .... arding: the information to 
the Project Blue Book QUiet at Wr1lbt-Pat1ersOft Air Foree Bas., Ohio. 

U tb. initial lnvestlpUon do.. DOt renal a. positive identification or explanation, a. second 
phue of mOre tntensive analysts 11 co""'X'ted bf the Project Blue Book OUict. Each ease 11 obJK
ttvely and scienWicaUy ana1yud., aACl, if necessary, aU of the 5eieaW1c facUities available to the 
Air Force CaD be used to usist in arriviDC at an identitical10n or exphnatlon. All persoMel asso
cia.ted with the investiiation. analysis, and evaluation efforts ot the project view each report with 
.it scientific approach and an op.n mind 

The third phase of the prOCtUD i.5 dissemination of information conc:erninC UFO .1,htin,s, 
evaluations, and sUtiSties. Th13 i.!II accomplIshed by the Sec:-etary of the Air Force, OUlce of In· 
formation. 

The Air Force defines an unidentUied nyin&' obje1:t :u any aerial object which the ob5eryer is 

unable to identify. 

Reports of unf10Uiar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Force from many sources. 
Th.ue sources include milituy and. ciYiUan pilots, weather observers, am3.teur astronomers, 
business and profeSSional men and women, and hOU$ewiYes, etc. 

Frequently suc~ objec ts as m1Ji;sUes, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights, 3.ircraft naviption 
and anticolliSion be3..Cor.s . jet e~gine exbanst, condensation trails, astronomic:1l bodies and meteor· 
olog-ical phe!lcmena aTe mistakenly reported as unidentified ny~ objects. The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO reports under three ceneral headings: (l ) identiIied, 
(2) insu.flicient data, and (3) unidentUte<1. 
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ldentifit'<l reporta are those for which suUicient specific inlormation b:ls been accumuJatrd and 
evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of the object. 

Reports cate&,oriud as Insufficient Data are those for which one or more elements oC informa· 
tion essential for evaluation are missln&,. Some examples are the omiSsion of the duration of the 
stehtin", date, time, loeation., pOSition in the sky, wea.ther conditions, and the manner of appearance 
or disappearance. U an element is missing and there is an indication that the sighting may be of a 
ucurity, scientific, technical, or publlc interest value, the Projf!ct Blue Book Office conductJ: an 
additional investigation and every attempt UII made to obtain the information necessary for tdenWl· 
cation. However, in acme instances, essentlallnformaUon cannot be obta.ined, and no turther action 
can be taken.. 

. 
The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations Ls cate&,orized. as Unidentified. A Sight .. 

ing is consider!'d UDideDWied when a uport apparently contains all pertinent data necessary to 
sUCiest a valid hypothe.13 cODCerning the caua. or explanation of the report but th!! description of 
the object or its motioD cannot be correlated with any known object or phenomena. 

Tn'ES OF UFO IDEXrIFiCATIJNS AND EVALUATIONS 

There are varioua t)PU of UFO siCht1nCs. Moat common an reports 01 
which include bright stan, planets, comets, flnbanw, meteors, auroral 
tial bodies. When observed through haze, light fOI. moving clouds, or other oblcurations or UDUSUal 
conditions, the planets, iDc:lud1." Venus, Jupiter. and Mars have been reported as un1dentUied nytnc 
objects. Stellar mira,es are also a. source of r.pn'tl. 

Satellites are another major source of uro reports. AD iDc:reue in satellites reported u UFOs 
has come about beeaue of two factors. The first iii the increase of interest on the part of the public; 
the second is the !ncredina: !WEnberof sateWtuin the skiu. Poatuve .,:nowledee of the locaUon of all 
satemte! at all time. t!"'ables ra.pld identif1ca.t1on of utelllte 'lChtlnp. lCupq track of m!ID_m,de 
objects in orbit aWn the earth is the nsponslbWty ot the North Americe All' Defense Comma"" 
Space Detection and Tra.ek1nl System. Th1I .IOphisticated electronic system pthers complex spaee 
tra.tHc data instanUy from trackini stations allover the world. 

Other space surveflhne. activities include theuseofbaUlst1c tracktnl' and large telescopic: cam .. 
, eras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASA Goddard Space night Center at Qreenbelt, Maryland, 
and schedules of the SCnrth/North equator crosSings are prepared by the Smithsonian Institution at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. From the data proc!uetd bytheseacencies, satellite. mistakenly reported 
as UFOs can be quickly ldentUied. Some o! these are visible to the naked tye. 

Aircraft account for another ma.;or source of uro reports, parUcula.rly during adverse weatber 
conditions. When obserred at high altitudes and at some dlstanee, aircraft can have appear:ancltl ran&''' 
ing from disc to roeklt .b,peS due to the renection of th!' sun on their brl,ht surfaces. Vapor or con .. 
densation trails from jet aircraft will sometimes appear to glow Hery red or orange \\'hen reneettnc 
sunlight. Afterburners from jet aircraft are often uporteclas UFOs since they C1n be seen from ,reat 
distances when the aircraft cannot be seen. 

The Project Blue Book OUiee bas direct contact with all elements of the Air Force and the Fed
eral A"/iation .<\gency civU air control centers. All atrial refueling operations and special tra.in.l.ng 
flights can be checked immediately. Air traffic of commercial airlines and m,hts of milltary a.ircralt 
are checked .,',ith the nearest control center, enabling an immediate evaluation of aircraft misbkenly 
reported as UFOs. However, since many local nights are not carried, these nt,Ms ne probable cauus 
ot some reports. 
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contirrue to be reported as UFO •• Se"teraUboo,'andballoons are relea.sed nch day from and civWan airporta. weather ,tations, and reaeareb activities. There are nveral types ot baUoons .. weathtr baDooaa, r~'IriD8oD4ta, radiolOntea, and the laree research balloons which have diameters up to 300 reet. At nieht, ballOOM CUI) l"I.W11nc light.!! whicb caU!t an \U1usua! a~peuanc:e wben 00 .. "& Rl11ect1oD of lbl SUD OD balloons at dawn and sunset sometimes produce strange ef· fects. TlWI usually occurs when tbeballOOQ, beeauseolltl altitudes, UI exposed to the sun. Larce bal .. loons ean mon at 8peed.s of over 100 mileS per hour wban movtnc in b1&'h altitude jet windstreams. Then balloons lIomeUme. appear to be! OattlDed OD top. At other Umes, lbey appear to be saucer· shaped and to haT' liIbts DlOUAted inside the hac itself due to the .un's rays r.neeting' throulh the material of the balloorL, The Balloon Control Center at Holloman Air Force Ban, New Mex1eo, main. tatns a plot on aU Military Opper Air Itesurcb 8aUooaa. 

Another eat.cory of UFO evaluations labeled Other 1nc:ludes mitsU .. , reflections. mirace~, searchliChts, b1rd.a, ldtes, apuriOWll radar ind1cvton" boues, flre.orkS, and nares. 
Aircraft, sat.rut •• , b,lloocs, aryl the Uke Should NOT be reported liDee they do not fall within the ~efil1lUon of an lIIII~onIlIled nyln( objecL 

• 
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CONCLUSIONS 

To date, the firm c:onelU5ion5 of ProjectBlulSoolr: are: (l) no unidentUitd fiying object reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Fore. bas ever riven any indica.tion of threat to our naUonal 
security; (2) there hal: Ofla no evidence .ubm.1ttld to or di'covered by the Air Force that SighUng'S 
cattroriud u unlclnWled. repruent tecbno\oc1Cal dntlopme_nU or prtnc:lplu ~yond the ranee of 
present day selenW1c Jrnowledce; and (3) there b" been no evidence 1nd.1caUnc that sightlnCs cattior .. 
Iud a.s uni.dentili~ an extraterrestrial veb1ele •. 

The Air Force wW continue to investil'ate all report! of unusual aerial phenomena over the United 
States. Tbe services of q".UU.d ScientiSts and technician' w1l1 continue to be used to inveSU&,ate and 
analyze these reports I and period1e reports 00 the subject will be made. 

The former Chairman of th. Bou.se Armed. Semets Committee, Mr. Carl Vinson, recenUy com~ 
mlntad on the conduct of lb. UFO procram by UI. Air Force and stated that Conp't!lSional bearlnp 
on tbit subject ue Imnec .. "ry. 

The Air Force do .. not deoy tbe pollibWty that aome form of lUe may exist on other planetJ: ill 
the universe. However, to date, the Air Force bas neither received nor r11acoYered any evidence wbleh 
proves the existence and intra .. space mobWty 0( mraterrestriallUe. The Air Force continues to u
tend an open invitation to a.ayonewbofeelstbat he pos .... e. any eVidence of eztraterrestrial vthle1 •• 
operating within the earth's near space envelope to submit b15 eVidence for analYSi5. Initial contaet 
for uu.. purpose is throucb the foUowinC aMra.r. 

PRO.IECT BLUE BOOK INFORMA','k)1I OFnCE 
SAFOI 
WASHINGTON, 0 C 20330 

Anyone observinJ wb..at he considen to be an tm1dea.tltled fiyinJ obJect should report it to the 
nearest Air Force Base. Persons submittlnC a UFO report to the Air Force are free to discu.s any 
aspect of the report with anyon •• The Air Forc. dOes not seek to limit discusslon on such reports and 
does not withhold or centor any information perU1n1nC to this unclus1t1ed procram. 
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The fol101ll'tnc Items are for lnternal use oo1y and are not available for -diStribution to the pubUc. Th.n conclrn tntemalmanacementand procedures 
for forward'"1 uro reports to the appropriate &ceoer, 

1. Air Poree RelUlation 200 ... 3 

2. JANAP 145 

The A.Lr Force hu DO Wnu, photoal apbs, maps, charts, or rraphs of un
identified !lytnc objeCt.!. Pbotorrapb.i: that haft been submitted ~or evaluation 
in cooJuncUou with uro reports han been determined to be a mlalnterpreta
tiOD of n'h'nl or eon?enUonal objects. nat objecu bave & ~lUve ldentU!
catton, 

The All' Force DO loncer poa ....... and ttm. «IS DOt have foJ' dlstrlbu-
Uon, outdatad reports on Project Slcn. Project On",e, Bl\1e Book Spedal 
Report No. 14., and outdated. Project Blue Boak press releas.s. Non-military 
uro pubUeattnn.s .bould be requested fromthepubl.1sber,not the Air ForCe. 

5 
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SUGGESTED READING lolA TERIAL 

Books listed below deal with facts and theories about our solar universe, the sun, planets, comets, meteorites. the universe, stars, constl:llatJgns and pluies; telesc:opu, the computation. of time as it relates to utronomy, star maps and charts, and the wtary of astronomy_ 

by Sky P"bll,btncCorpontioo,BanardCollege Observatory, Cambridge, Mass. ':.i.e, 150 cents per cop,. 

by BLAIR, pubUshed Prentice Hall . Has a.n excellent chapter on often mis-

PLANETS. STARS. AND SPACE, by CIIAMB£RLAIN, J05EPH M. "NICHOLSON, THOMAS D. An Wu.stratec1, non-t.etuUcal ezplanation of the ta.rtb. planets, .tars, and the un1vera:f. Prepared in co-opuation with the American Muaeum of Natural History. . 

by CROSBY, PHOEBE. AD euy-to-"~, exclUne story of what 
the moon, and the MILKY WAY. 

CHALLENGE OF THE UNIVERSE, by HYNEK, J. ALI EN "ANDERSON, NORMAN. Discusses tba nature of the universe; utronomy and. eosmolOii. pubUsbed by Scholastic Prus. 
THE STORY OF THE STARS, by MALONEY, TERRY. An introduction to the universe; our sol.a.r SYItem, our plaxy, aM other plaxies. Many 1nterestfoc1llustrate<1 analorie. help blind conceptJ; of liz. and distance. Inelucies references to the Van AUen radlation belts a.n4 z.od.1aca.l Ueht observation of 1960. 

THE WORLD OF FLYnJG SAUCERS, by MENZEL" BOlD. A scientific examination of the clusic UFO reports. 

THE MOON. METEORITES. AND COMETS! Otd 1913, by MmOLEHURST It KUIPER. Continucnp 2.11&1ysis of Soviet moon photOi. Chapter on Siberian meteorite 2.lld photos or comets cornputa.tton of vul· ous comet orbital photos. 

• 

THE NATURE OF LIGHT AND COLOR nJ THE OPEN AIR. by MINNAERT, Dover PubUcations. Thil is a.n excellent pa.perback written in understandable lay languag •. 

METEORS. by OLIVIER. Standard te:ct by foremost authority on meteors. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF MARS, 1905-1961, by SLIPHER, E. C., published by Lowell Observatory. 

A!-lATOMY OF A PH£~O:\IE~ON. by VALLE, JACQUES. 

FIRST M.-\}l TO THE ~tOO~. by VON BRAUN, WERNHER . 

• 
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Secrelay olllle Ai< force. Olllc. 01 PuOtiC ADOi ... Woshinglon. D.C. 20330 

Thank yeu for your request for inf-ormation on the Air Force I s investigation of unidentified flying objects, or UFO's. 
The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was known as Project Sign. Later the name WAS changed t~ Project Grudge, and in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 and 1969 we investigated 12,618 reported sightings. . 
Of these sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused by material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), immaterial objects (such as lightning, reflections, and other natural phenomena), astronomical objects (such as etars, planets, the sun, and the moon), weather conditions, and hoaxea. As indicated, only 701 reported sighting. remain unexplained • • 

On December 17, 1969, the Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of project Blue Book. The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 'Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;' a review of the University of Colorado's report by the National Academy of Sciences: past UFO studies; and the Air Force's two decades of experience investigating UFO reports. 
. -As a result of these investiqatlons, studies, and experience, the conclusions of Project Blue !look were: (1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever qiven any indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Foree that sightings categorized as 'unidentified' represent technological developments or principles beyond the range of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence indicatinq that sightings cateqcrized as ·unidentified· are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Bock, th. Air Force regulation establishing and controlling the program for investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation regarding the former Blue Book investigation was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and Record Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington DC 20408, and is available for public reviev and analysis. 
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In 1977, President Carter asked the National A~ronautics and 
space Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming 
UFO investigations. After studying all the facts available, NASA 
decided that nothing would be gained by further investigation. The 
Air Force agrees with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is 
found justifying further investigation, an appropriate Agency will be 
directed to undertake the effort. 

BY YEAIl I 
I . . I 
I ytAR TOTM. UNlpttrrIFJED I 
I 1947 112 12 I 
I 1948 156 7 I 
I 1949 186 22 I 
I 1950 210 27 I 
I 1951 169 22 I 
I 1952 1501 303 I 
I 1953 509 42 I 
I 1954 487 46 I 
I 1955 545 24 I 
I 1956 670 14 I 
I 1957 1006 14 I 
I 1958 627 10 I 
I 1959 390 12 I 
I 1960 557 14 I 

1961 591 13 I 
1962 474 15 I 

I 1963 399 14 I 
I 1964 562 19 I 
I 1965 887 16 I 
I 1966 1112 32 I 
I 1967 937 19 I 
I 1968 375 3 I 
I 1969 146 1 I 
I I 
I TOTAl.: 12,618 701 I 
� ________ ~_I 

• 

There are a number of universities and 
professional scientific organizations luch 
as the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, which have 
considered oro phenomena during periodic 
meetings and seminars. In addition, a list 
of private organizations interested 1n 
aerial phenomena may be found in Galels 
Encyclop~ia of Associations. Such timely 
review of the situation by private groups 
insures that sound evidence will not be 
overlooked by the scientific community. 

For further referenee material, two 
documents are available from the National 
Technical Information Service, O.S. 
Department of Commerce, S2BS Port Royal 
Road, Springfield, VA 22161. 
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Secretary of the Air ForCI, OfficI of Public AUairs. W"'*IQIOI'\ D.C. 20330-1000 

87·34 
Unidentified Flying Objects 

'. 

HI.,ory 
• 

The IUt Force began !nv.dig'lng UFOs in 1918 urdlr 
• piCYlm called P'ioj.CI Sign. utwthe pOgram's name 
was changed to Project Grudge, and in 1 t53 • became 
kfluwn U Project Blue Book. On Ole. 17, 1869. 1he 
seatltlly ot the Ak Fore. Mli"IOUnced the tliihination 
of Project Blue Book. 

lht decision tI db:<Ji iii iU8 UFO iMrtige,Q1s was 
bas I!I d on I nul i ltil? f1 'N" b .. inck"" "II "" po 15 n a.des 
by .... University of CoIcndo and .,. N"OOMI "'C~.rliY 
rAS· ·IFX:z!,uwel.pHlUFO ........ AilFcww·' 
tMJ da ,MIS of 'All Uili'1C8 ith • .."ljag UFO ' ..... ts. 

Aa • 'esuk of ...... IfiVI,tigationa, ltUdies. end 
triefa. the U:h 'if". 01 PrcillClBIue So)k w ••. 
No UFO reported. ih .... stigatld and Ivaluated by 

the ,.. ForcI has ,.,., given enr .... tion at he .. 
to our national security. 

• There has ba,n no lifidlnce lubmitted to Of 
discovered by the Air Fon= .... li;+t1tAtgs cat~ed 
as "umllcfild"' lepellflt tech'-...aogicaJ developments 
or principles beyond the range 01 pw .. ,«ada)' SCientific 
~'I.d;e. 

• 

Loco! RII'roductlGn Autllorlud 

• 

_I Thet. has ba,n no lvidlne' Indicating thlt 
lighting. ca.lgorized I. "unidentified" .rl 
exll ale:n utJ iai 'tlhiell" 

BII.lln 1848 and 1996699 the Air Forci j ... lstIgated 
12,518 rlported UFO aigI'1il19s. Of d'lsl. 11.917 werl 
found to heve blln cauSld by mat8riaI objlcla IUCh 
u baRoons. satellites, and aircraft: Immaterial objects 
luch U lightning. reUection., and othet natural 
phlnOill.na; asbonomicaJ otljactlluch u stars. ptanela. 
the sun, and the iil()()fi; wealher Cor.ditionl;.and hooes. 
Only 70t reported lighting> remain unexplained. 

"'ore Infoull'lIon A •• ,leble 

.... OocYhil""tioi'1 tllaa 1il'iO the Iui .. ,.r Blul Book 
invlstigation was pennanentfy Iranaf,"ed to the Modem 
Military Rlfetenee Branch. Nationa' Archtves and 
Racr.ltds AdminiIIration. 8th and P.n.-,sytvania Ave .. 
WUhihykhl. D.C. 2()jOS. and is .. ailabll fer public 
re,,"lw. A IiII of priY •• Of~"'LoIw interDted in HriaI 
ph,noml"a can be found in Gar,', Encyclopedia of 
AlJocilY.Q'1I, avajl·t. in hlltlilnee IKtion of most 
libraries. 

October '117 

.. 



IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 17, 1969 NO. 1077-69 

AIR FORCE TO TERMINATE 
PROJECT "BLUE BOOK" 

OXford 7-5131 (Info.) 
OXford 7-3189 ( Copie.) 

• · ' • 

Secretary of the Air Force Robert C. Seamaoa, Jr., announced 
today the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force prolram 
for the investiaatloD of unidentified flylo& objects (VFOs). 

In a memorandu. t oo Air Force Chief of Staff Ceneral John D • . Ryan, 
Secretary Seamans stated that "the continuation of Project Bl,ue Book 
cannot be justified either on the around of national •• curicy or in 
the interest of science," and concluded that the project does not merit 
future eIpendltures of resources. 

The decision to discontinue UFO inv.stiaations val basad on: 

- An eva l uation of a report prepared by the University of 
• ~rado entit l ed, "Scientif i c Study of Unidentified Flying Objects." 

- A revie\.' of 
National Academy of 

the University 
Sciences. 

of Colorado's report by ~he 
, -

, ' . . -
, -
• 

- Past UfO studies. 

- Air Fo rc e experience investigating UFO reports durinl the past 
two d ecades. 

Under the direction of Dr. Edward U. Condori. the University of 
Co l or2do co~p l eted an lS-month contracted study of UFO, and its report 
~as =e l e a sed t o the public in January, 1969, The report concluded that 
little if anythin& has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years 
that has added to scientific know1edle, and that further ~xtens1ve 
s~uci y of UFO signtinls is not just1fied 1n the expectation that science 
vill be advanced. 

!-h"e- Univarsity of Colorado report also states that, "It seems that 
only so much attention to the subject (UFOI) should b. live a. the 
Department of Defense deems to be necessary stri~tly from a defense point 
of view •... It i. our impres.1on that the dafense function could be 
performed within the frameyork established for intelli.cnce and &ur
~eillanee operations yit h out the continuaDce of & special unit such a. 

· act Bl ue Book, but this is & question for defense specialists rather 
.1 research scientists." 

A pane l of the National AC~Qem y of Sc iences made an independent 
asses sm ent of t ~ e scope, methodoloiY, and :indinis of the University of 
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Colo~ado study. Th~ panel concurred in the University of Colorado's rec ommendation ~h.t " no high priority in UFO investigations 1s warranted by data of the past two decades." It concluded by stating that, "On the basis of present koowled&e. the least likely explanation of UFds is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations bi intelligent 
" beings," 
• 

Past UFO stud ie, include one conducted by • Scientific Advisory Panel of UFOs in January, 1953 (Robertson Panel)j and, a review of Project Blue Book by the Air Force Scientific Advisory .oard Ad Roc Committee, February-Harch. 1966 (Dr. !rlau O'Brien, Chairman). The •• studies con c luded that no evidence has been found that any of the UFO reports reflect a threat to our national security. 

• 

As a result of inveatigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) DO UFO reported. investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted or discovered by the Air Force that sightings cateaorizad "unidentified" repre •. ent technological develbp~ent. or principles J nd t h e range of present-day scientific knovledgei and (3) there has been no evidence indicating that sishtin&s catesorized a. Itunid.ntified" are extraterrestrial vehicles. 
.. : Project Blue Book records viii be rttired to th~ USAF Archives, Maxvell Air Foree Base, Alabama. Requestl for information will continue to be handled by the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of Information ( SAFOI ) , ~ashin'ton, D.C. 20330. 
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UFO FACT SHEEr 

The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was known 
a~ Project Sian. Later the name was changed to Project Grudge, and 
in 1953, it became Project Blul Book. Bltween 1948 and 1969 we invest1-
gated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a statistical listing of reported UFO sightings 
during the Air Force investigation: 

YEAR 

19~7 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
196 1 
1962 
1963 
196~ 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

TOTAL 

TOTAL OPO SI~.TINGS, 19~7 - 1969 

TOTAt. SIGHTINGS 

122 
156 
186 
210 
169 

t ,501 
509 
487 
5~5 
670 

1,006 
627 
390 
557 
591 
~74 

399 
562 
887 

" 112 
937 
375 
146 

12,618 

tlNIDENTIFIED -
12 
7 

22 
27 
22 

303 
~2 
46 
24 
1~ 
14 
10 
12 
1~ 

13 
15 
14 
19 
16 
32 
19 
3 
1 

701 

Of thiS' total sightings, '1,911 we~ found to have been caused 
by material objects ( such as balloons, satellites, anCS aircraft ' , iiiEh'ter1al 
objects (such .s lightning, reflections and other natural phenomena), 
astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the sun and the moon), 
weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated only 701 reported si~~tings 
remain unexplained. 

Attachment 2. PI 1 
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i[ SCiENCE CONFL CT 

By James Oberg 

F 
ric.lion between science and fly
ing sal.JCers nas generated a Cliz
zard 01 sparks over the years. 

The sides are well defined : Eslabtisnment 
scienllsts IraOitionaHy d Ismiss UFO dl,a 
as tanclh.JI fict ion. while UFO enthusiasts 
ponray themselves as outcast Galileos, 
prophets of a ~ scientilic revolution. 

Aovocales 01 Unidenulied Aying Ob· 
jects Insist mal they are onto some extraor
dinary phenomenon unaccountable by 
contemoorary science. The lavorlte 'tleory 
involVes alien sDacecrah. but grCl'Nlng 
spllnler groups ()romole vanous psycnrc, 
inlerC:llmensional. cross-temporal. con
spiratonal, or even more blzaffe hy
po:heses. Whatever it is. UFO enthuSiasts 
assert. me confirmation 01 extraterrestrial 

'.,os could be a key to Ine next gr.at 
IIklhTOUgh in human knowledge. 

rew could aroue suc/"I a premise. 
eatly In 1 9n, the wire services re!'JOtted 

that utrOnol'l"lers now fav"t scientific stud· 
ies 01 UFOs. According to The New York 
TImes. 'unidentlfied llying Objects should 
ce Investigated further. a tna,..."ity 01 
trained astronomical observers said in a 
survey disclosed recently.' 

Closer analysis shOweCllhat me pnvate 
pro-l/FO survey actually meant thaI only 
one'Quaner 01 Inose polled responded 
Ihal UFOs ·certlllnly." or 'probably" de
serve(ll:>~uCl y. Wlln a few more agreeing 

Iha' they "pOS$.ibly" deserved study. Mote 
10 the point. only one--quaner of t percent 
01 the astronomers thOught that UFOs 
w.re imponant enough to warrant their 
oersonal anention. 

But the pot! d id " ...... rtheless seem to 
bestow some measure of scienlilic reo
spectability to thiS topic. previously ranked 
among the lunatic Iringe. The paM was 
symptomatic of Ihe Changing ltTlage of 
UFOs, and the new status of UFO reo
searchers. 

Aher three decades of exuberant if ama
teurish tieldwro, tutious propagandizing . 
and aimless theorizing, a numb.r of UFO 
groups ha .... finaUy begun to play the 
game using rules of science. Accepting 
the burden 01 prool. tl'1ey have moumed an 
impreSSive scientilic program designed to 
demonstrate. linally. that UFOs exist. 

On a darx hillside in Texas. white
unifOiI'I .... d men monllor a battery 01 instru
ments. hoping to catch and record the 
subtle physical ellects allegea to accom
pany UFO visitations, In photograph«: 
laboratories across the country, data pro
cessing specialists analyZe computerized 
images of alleged UFO photographS. 
see-kiT\g e .... dence of lorgery and potentIal 
proof at autl'1enticity. fir.. compulerized dala 
base in Chicago prints out panern analy. 
ses of UFO sightings. seekino a signal 
t>ehind tf'le noise olthOusanos of annual 

:',".' . .. -.,... ........ .. ... 'to .. ~_ . _ .~ _. J _ ..•. 
T, ._ " . ~~ .• _ ' . 

.. ~..... . . "' ,' 
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repons. Pieces 01 metal picked UP near 
• 

alleQed tand i~sites undergo spectro
scopic examination in wen·eQuipped 
laboralories. ' 

These are the techniQues 01 scienc., 
applied 10 a subpect long regarded IS be
yond the fringes of science. But thele are 
the t.chniques ltIal will produce proof. if 
procI is possible. 

Standards ;trellOwligl'1ler and ltIe 
experience 01 UFO in ... estigators greater, 
so thai many 'unknowns' have dimil'l
ished. More and more cases have been 
SOlved. but always a IracttOn remain un
solved, unexplained. unidentified. This 
residue of unknowns is the basis for UFO 
enthusiasts ' hooe. Skeptics disagrH. 
saying Ihat InherenllimilattOns in human 
perCeption. memory, and knowledge will 
always introduce a small anilicial reSidue 
of unknowns. 

So what kind 01 data wlll sland up to sd
entific standards. not as a leftover residue 
of mysteries but i:S a definitive list of r .. 
corded events? 

Laying aside the possibilities that ,lien 
ambassadors will land at tl'1e White House 
or tl'1at the fabled 'spcret caotured Ilying 
sauce,' will ever be rescued Irom alleQ.d 
goverrvnental ot;lfivion, hard evidence lot 
tl'1e reality and respectabIl ity 01 UFOs must 
comelrom laboratoTies now engaged in 
sciermfic research . 

The "PrOject Starlightlnternarion.," 
team. privately but generously fundld by 
some Texas millionaires. l'Ias assembled 
an array of instruments that CQJld produce 
incontrovettib/a ~denc • . They have carn
eras. radar, spectrometers, magnetome
ters. radiation sensors. gravltometers. and 
a smaU laser belm to communicate with 
extrateTfestriats ShOUla lhey haOpen by . 

The Starligl'1t UFO trap has now be.n in 
lull operation for nearly Il'Iree years. New 
eQuipment conlinues 10 b. added. includ· 
ing. radar sel and computeriZed alen 
system that autc:r.'\8ticalty telephOnes vOl
unteer skywalCl'lers in tne vicinity 01 a 
computed UFO POSition. The system 
works well in C1rdls-but nOlhlng sutlsl.n
tivel'1as resulted. 

The most eliciting recent events l'Iav. 
dean with a fierce wood tIck Inlestatl()n on 



, 

In! niUSIO£. wnere ttle Starlight eQUipment 
1$ mounted. WrlII!·clacl UFO walcne~s 
oe-nO IQ ttle,' lecnnlcal tasks arT'old trle 
tumes 01 SUlfur bombS. They watch a sky 
I • airelanes. meteors . satellites. kites. 

'IS, biros. ball bghlrung. migra11no 
')Iown sploers. and maybe, just 

maybe. some\tM9 else . SuI. as Star1igm 
~ro~ct director Ray Stanford lold col· 
leagues at a 1976 UFO conference, "If we 
search for len years with wnal Wf've got 
and we don't find anything . then we',. go
Ing to na .... e \0 admit 1M! nothing is there,' 

One at tl"oe most visible aspects 01 ,,,. 
phenomt:nOn is a growing conecbon 01 
UFO pholographS. While ,he vast majonty 
01 UFO sighting repot'ls .re made by h0n
est. perplexed. otten reluctant witnesses, 
mast photographs are houes. To sepil
rata out trle \)Ossibly authentiC phOtos, it 
any al all. ellpens use PhocNtwySia 

For example, Dr. Bruce Maccabee, a re.
searc!'!er fot the National Investigations 
Corrrnittee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP), 
has made densllOme\nc scans of a fa
mous 1950 phOto from McMinnville. Or ... 
gon. The scans support the skeptical 
-Condon Committee- conclusion that the 
photo cOUld in fact be of a large structured 
disk 50 feel or more in diametef. But an
Ofher expert, computer specialist Robert 
Sheaffer. conchJded lMlttle photo was 
made Wltl'1 a smudged lens and thaI t!'!e 
obiect appears to be hanging from an 

ead POwer line. Condon Comm"H 
igalors laler Ctlanged Iheir minds 

0. .... agree<: wllh Sheaffer. 
Specialists at the "Ground Saucer 

Walch" (GSW) otfice in Phoel"lix also apply 
advanced 0.11 processing lectuVQues 10 
~Iograp"s. Their work has raised howts 
of protest from traditional UFO groups be
cause many 01 the more famous phOlot 
have been denounced by GSW as frauds. 
I bwever. GSW has comPlied a $lTI4U list 01 
~Itlotos thalll'ley suggest could be gent.!'-
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ine. Pooa"'. ott'ler researchers clsagree. 
ana sCtenhhc oeoale tS raQm~ on me va· 
lidity 01 such prOceSStng lecr. ~.Ic;ues. 

Computer sCtenttsls have a lavOrtle 
prOVerb: "Garoage tn. garea;e oul.' II 
means that bad inpUt aata ca.'" oe marupy
Laled 10 proouce nearly any OUtPut ae· 
stred. but it Will be useless. n-,at. so far. 
seems to be the late of UFO computeTized 
dati banKS, since data processing spe
cialists have cri tiCIZed lhem lor no( hal/'ing 
sufficient contrOl over me I/'alidity 01 input 
data. UFO proponents. appealtng to math
ematicallormulas from information theory. 
claim that a prooer compU1er program can 
filter out tne garbage and ~ft through 10 
the aulhentic residue. 

Nor tlave laDoratories prOC:uced any 
speCtmen thaI could not have been 00-
tained from ordinary sources on eartr'l. E,:
otic space metals or artifacts continue to 
oe reported, but none hil\l8 passed tne In
vestigal:on of I=Itofessionallaboralories. 

Yet these deDates have Changed mark
edly from me days when UFOs were tha 
topic fOf $Creweal! religKrus CUllS. nury in
sinuations aboU1 Wltnes$8.," saNty andor 
SObriety. ana knee-jerk gullibility. Today's 
arguments mu~t stand up to tne time
tesled standards of scientific researCh. 
Pethaps they wiU reveal something. per
haps not. But it·s the ooly way 10 fina out 
for sure. 

.. -
In tight of the need fot bener scientilH:: 

research about UFOs. it is pa.'tlcularly 
fruslrating to read published reports that 
"NASA has ,e,ected a White House r ... 
QlJest to reopen the government
S~Ofed research program." But the 
,.al story is not SO open-ana·,hut as these 
peSsimistic accounts would indicate. 

Actually, Iha story began wtlen Presi
dent Carter protTlISed 10 releue all UFO 
data. if etecteC!. Once elected. he discov-

erea mat tne A,r FOlce s 'Slue SOOk.· fl ies 
were alreac:y oelng Oeclass.f,eCl . and ev
eryDody denteO haVing any otner Itles. 
'Carter's SCtence aOviser. Dr. Frank Press. 
was aSSigned ttle task 01 answering UFO
le/ateO maillrom Ihe pUO!ic . A 11000 of mati 
arrived. cernandlng lnat tne -,eal sec rei 
files' be released . 

Overwhelmed with Queries. Press asked 
NASA director Or. Robert FrOSCh il NASA 
mghl handle the matLln lhe tetter. one 
paragraph cnnocenlly OIIMed if NASA 
woutCl consider convel"ling a panel to de
cide if a new oHicial investigation was war
ranted. 

Fofto .... mg several months eM consider· 
alion. NASA sardl!'!.al iI: could see no rea
son to undertake'a new investigation. 
However, Frosch olfered to make NASA 
laboralo'ies available to analyze any 
UFO 'physical evidence-that might be 
submitted. 

Six months later, nothing has been offi· 
cially submitted. 

• • • 

tf UFOs are alien spacecraft (and while 
this is the leading theory, many other 
schools of thought have come and gone). 
it's likely that eanh's spaceShips may have 
been ablato encounler them in outer 
space. Stories have sprung up about: hON 
'our AStronauts have seen them tool" 

In fact. each story can be traced back 10 
authOts' misunClerSllndings. distortiOns. 
exaggeralions , or just plain fabticatlOl'lS. 
Thare does not appear to be a Single case 
on record of Amerrcan or Soviet spacemen 
encountering an~hing extraordinary 
in le,.,.,s of norma' space OCClJIrences. 

ll'ie most faTrlOU1 case. hOwt>ver, con
tinues 10 thrive. It deals wtth a UFO seen 
by a$lrenaul James McOivin ontha 
Gemtni'" mission in June 1965. McDivitt 
insists lhal the bHf-can shaped objea 
was iust anolhef man.mao. satetli1e. DUI 
some observers have suggested that it 
was a glimpse of his own booster rocket in 
a nearby orbit. 

A 'tadpole' phOlograph was releasee 
by NASA soon after the lligh!. taken from a 
series of movie frames. McOivln claims fie 
shOt a lew exoosures with two still cam. 
eral. Oulthey did not turn out. He didn't 
toud"l the ~ie camera. ana rhl blob of 
light released by an overeager PhOto tech
nician shows only a window reflection, ha 
insislS. 

APFlO's Or. HarOer, hOwever. insists t!\at 
tne -t.adpole" really was the UFO. despite 
what McDivitt thinkS. and tnat it was tiling 
propelled by a plas:ma jet. Dr. Harder 
chooses to disregardlhe astronaut's te5ti· 
mony Ind butld his else on a lew trames 
01 rellec1ions. UFO Oellevers can oNy 
hope that most UFO eVtdence is not so in
suOstanfial. ... 
Positive PIce! of I genuIne UFO encounter 
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CCUIC oe extre'T1e,y 1Ic. ~ UaOle lor tne enti re 
''Il' 'fIan ,a.:e. It coulo be hnanClally rewar d· 
'ng lor tne owners ot that proof. Ana 11 
~'JaI I Q speu Ienanclal lU.n for one prominent 
UFO skepuc - unless . 01 course. ne was 
" ~ dehve:rng Ihe prool. 

\latlOnal EnQlJIfer , a weekly lablOid 
t ," . ,Japer WIlt\ a Circulation In the mil
hans . !'laS a slanOlng oller of S 1 million for 
· POSll IY@Croo! · TheLoncon·Dasedwhis
key conler Gutty Sark . Ltd .• recently un
veIled an even Digger j)flze 01 one million 
pounos Sterling. or atlOut S 1.800,000 at 
the present exchange ra te . 

Lesser awards also are 8yailable in the 
absence of positive proof. The Enquirer 
annually grants up 10 S 1 0.000 to witnesses 
of a UFO inCident JUdged "most scientdi
cally valUable- by an Independent panel of 
U;:O specialiStS (lhe ·Blue·RibDOn Panel." 
see DOx) . Ana Gutty Sark has announcerJ 
plans to award £, 000 to Ihe best·written 
essay 00 tne uFO problem. 

Moreoyer, a number 01 London betting 
hOuses naye accepted various wagers on 
!he imminent viSitations of extraterrestrials. 
But the world's most famous -anti-UFO 
eel" has ceen sel lor1h In Ihe DOc::*. UFOs 
Explamed. 

Author Philip J. Klass . a senIOr edilor of 
AVlaflon Week magazine and the nation's 
leading UFO skeptic . Claims he has Chal
lengec UFO belrevers 'to put their money 
where their mouths are.· Klass has offered 
\0 " .. y S 10,000 to anyone Wf'lO agrees to 

• il and when cer:aln c rlleria ar. met 
shing thai a true UFO Ylslla!lon has 

occurrea Every year until !roc:: :-,c:;Jpens, 
th@wagerermust cay Klass I:-e s>;m 0' 
51 00 (1,10 to a mioxlmum of S1GOO. arter 
wnlcn paymenlS cease bo.1 or" bet le 
mains In lorce). 

Less than a dozen UFO en;:'usiaSls 
hav@signeduPlO date . usua~'Y on Inside 
informallon thaI -this year Ihe goyernment 
is going 10 announce UFO contacts . . . . -
Such predictions have appeared in print 
neatly every year lOt a quaner of a century. 
but oeopte still seem to believe them.. 
Kllils has become a little richer because 
of them. 

Only one UFO bull has mamtained his 
bet in lorce. apparently more for publicity 
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes 
a living ott his lecture tours prOClaiming the 
reality 01 UFO$. and he respot'lded to 
Klass's needlino by formally agreeullilto 
the bet a lew yeals ago. 

Additionally, Klass has offered to buy 
back all copies of his book UFOs Ex
plained if events proY. his assertions in
correct. But pro-UFO scientist Roben MC
Campbell has dOne Klass one bener. He 
has offered to buy back copies of hr.J boOk 
UFOIogy trom anyone noI sati'fied WIth it. 
proof or no Ploot 

••• 
Actually. Philip J , Klass already had 

*n setting ott muitimegaton detonations 
among the ranks 01 UFO belieYers. Milled 
when UFO experts In 1968 ridiculed a setj.. 
ous (and still tenable. suggestion that 
many UFOs were actually balll;gh1nil"lQ. 
me by nalUre combative aviation reponer 

; n~ew nlrnsell IntO seriOus .nllestigal.ons or 
wnat were regaroeo as the ' best ' c laSSIC 
UFO cases He ohen dug 1,1 0 startling (and 
emcarraS$IMg) new evidence but hIS De· 
come a p aflah 11"1 UFO c il cll"S (~ 
refuses 10 appear together Wlth him . ana 
Hynel(s -UFO b ibliography" handOut 
p01l"lledly ignores Klass's two books). 

WIth Ihe death 01 astronomer"Donald 
Menzel in 1976. Klass has emerged as the 
nation·s )eadmg UFO skepllc . He SC)Urns 
the word ·debUnker." witn its connotaIions 
01 knee-je:r1t dfsmissals and unorthQdo .. 
points ot view. Insteac . Klass anempts to 
inyestigale UFO cases more deeply than 

. might other re"archers who haye sub
conscioUs desire$ .to actually find proof 01 
extraterrestnal vi5itOts. Concentrating only 
on the generally acclaimed "best casas." 
Klass often h&$ exposed the suoer1iCiUty 
of wOOc 00ne by p rc>-UFO expens, 

In , 977. he joined with OIher sdentists 
and educatof$ in forming the 'Commlnee 
lot the Scientific Investigation of Claims of 
the Paranormal.' a group that has de
nounced easy acceptance by the publiC 
01 allegedly baseless beliets in aSUCl4ooy. 
the Bennudi Trianole . ESP. -ancilnt astro
nauts. - and O(her .so-called modem myths. 
Klass heads a small but potent band of 
skeptical investigalors called ttre UFO 
Subcomminee. At the Yet)' least. Ihis 
group demands the tighlening of stan
datds in so-called scientific UFOIogy. The 
level of carelessness 01 many pro-UfO /ilX
pens has markedly declined. so progress 
is being maae. CO 

• 

TI<ESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING 

Center lor UFO Studies (GUFOS). 1909 Sherman Suite 207. 
Eyanston. IL 60201. Se!l·styled p innacle of UFO activi ties. ttl ;s 
small g rcup generally depenas on other groups lor data. Dr. 
Allen Hynek does the public appealances and funa ratSlng. 
wnrle researcher Allan Hendry carries out actual coordination 
ana In-Oepth Inves\lgatlon. TwO publications: CUFOS 
Ouanerly Bullerm . S' Slyr.; and Interna/iOJ'lal UFO Reporter. 
S 12Jyr 
Aerial Phenomenon Flesearch Organization (APRO). 3910 E. 
Klelndale . Tucson . AleS7 1 2. Among the }onQest surviving 
UFO groups (represenled In 50 counlnes). AfRO is netct 10-
gether Oy Ihe oeCl lCatlon of I1S cofounders Jim and Coraf 
Lorenzen. who have recently led the Of CUP to specialize 
~CntICS say monOPOhzt) in "UFO abduction cases." APRO 
SuI/eM . $ 1 Olyr. for 12 issues. 
Natlonallnyestigetions Committee on Aerial Phenomena (Nt. 
CAP). Suit! 23. 3535 University Blyd., Kensington MD 20795. 
Al'IOlner Old group . unfonunalely in a dowl'lhiU slide follOWIng a 
decaoe 01 organlzatronal in-lighting. NICAP Bulletin . S lC)fyr. 
Mutual UFO Netwirt (MUFON). 103 Oldlowne Road. SegUin. 
TX 78155. A V1gorouS. expanding g roup acting in concer1 Wlth 
CUFOS. MUFON UFO Journal. SSlyr. 
Ground SauC@fWateh (GSW), 13239 NOr1h 7th Driye. Phoenix. 
AZ. 85029 Highly professional organrzation (memberShip by 

'allon only). which app/ies vigorous scientific standards to 
Inyestigallcns. Quarterly toUrnai flee wifh memb@T$hip . 

.JJ«t Slarlight Internauonal (PSI ). PO Box 531 0. Austin TX 
78763. Somewhal mystellous orQanllalion WlIn me best array 

of oad~ets yel assemOled to measure UFO$-if only they 
COUld find Oml. Irregular bulletin senl ln exchange tor caSh 
donatiCWIS. 
Commrt:" Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS). 191 E. 16'sl 51., 
Bronx NY , 0451. New offshOOt of GSW, thiS small group tS us
ing Freedom of InformatIOn suits to elCtract allegedly secret 
hypothEtical government ·UFO files. - Newslener $1 OIyr. 
20th Century UFO Bureau. 756 Haddon Ayenue, Col
~ngswood. NJ 081 08. This group. aSSOCiated with Or. Cion 
Mclntyre·s "20th Century Reformation Hour,- believes lhal 
some UFOs ar. anoels and "OMS of the imminent Second 
Coming. H~t. olher UFOs are sent by Satan to contusl 
people !est they recognize the angels. 
UFO Suocomminee of the "Committee fot the Scientific Inv"
tigation 01 Claims of the Paranormal. ' 923 KenSington A .... nue. 
Buffalo. NY 14215. The lirst formal organization of UFO skep
tics. who tackle the -best UFO cases· on record. otten with 
spectacular success. much to tne d ismay of most UFO butts. 
A.pons 01 actrvilteS .Ire inctuded in the Commtnee pul)ti(:alion 
The SIIeplic.J lnouir. (formerty Zefefic). S 12/yf. 
The NaacntJl EnQUirers Blue Ribbon Panel of UFO expens 
(who review ·best cases· for cash rewards). Two regular 
members (James Halder and leo Sprinkle) are ;cined by a 
cnanging cadre 01 obscure ·UFO e"Dens ." including this 
year's V,:l1ard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respeeted 
UFOlog:s:s tlave dec"ned offers 0 1 membership . Send conlest 
encries to UFO REWARD. National EnQuller. lantana Fl . 
33464. ':"11 e!"ltoes will be eyaluated. 
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~.S Of 110600 r:S'!" NOV is 

(U) CJCS. at 10 No" morning briefing. indica"ed that .hen UfO sic;,t--
ing

s 
are reported. the K!-ICC should ask for temperature gradients in 

the area (i.e .• £0: possible aloft in"ersio~s). The CJCS also 
<roestio!}"e the acvisability of scr .... '1lhling airc: .. !t agair.st reportee 

• 

UFOs. • 
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. THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
• WASIotIHGTO .... D.C: 16)01 

• • • 

• • 

• 

• 

ME~IORANDtlM FOR RECORD. 

Subject: Unidentified Si9ht~n9s 

8 November 
0600 EST 

• 

• • 

. 

. . 

• 

.. 7...... '-: --... . .. -. . 

• 

• 

1. 0308 EST FONECON from NORAD Command Director: at 0253 EST 
Malmstrom AFB Montana received seven radar cuts on the"heiqht
finder radar at a1titudes between 9,500' and 15,500'. Simultaneously • 

. . ground witnesses observed li9hts in the sky and the sounds of jet 
engines similar to jet· fightens •. CrOss-tell with FAA.revealed 

• 

no jet aircraft within 100NM of the sightings. Radar tracked the. 
objects .. over Lewistown, Montana "at a speed of seVen (7) knots. . 
Two F-106 intercepters from the 24th NORAD Region were scrambled 
at 0254 EST and became airborne at 0257 EST. At the time of the . ' . . 
initial voice . report personnel at" l-lalmstrol'!l AFB and SAC sites 
Kl, \K3, L3 and L6 were \ reporting lights i~ the sky accompanied 
"by jet engine' noise a • 

• • 
2. 0344 EST FONECON, • same source': : • .. 

• 
• 

Objects could not be intercepteu. Fighters bad to maintain k 

minimum of 12/000' because of mountainous terrain~ ,Siqhtinqs 

• 

• 
had turned west, increased speed to 150 knots. Two tracks ware 
apparent on height-finder radars lO-l~ Nl1 apart. SAC site K3 
repor-:ec. siqhtings be't't-1een 300' and 1,000' · while site§: L-4 reported. -
signtinqs 5NM NW of their position. ' Sightings djsappeared fram 
radar at position 4650N/10920W at a tracked speed of three (3) 
knots. 

3. At 0440 EST, NMCC intiated contac.t with the NORAD Command 
Director who reported the following: 

0405 EST: Ma1mst4om receiving intermittent tracks on both 
• 

• 

• search and height-finder radars. SAC site C-l, lONM 'SE of 
Stanford, Montana, reported visua"l sightings of unknown objects .. 

• 

0420 EST: personnel at 4 SAC sites reported observing inter
cepting F-I06's arrive in area; sighted objects turned off their 
lights upon arrival of interceptors, and back on upon their 
departure. 
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0440 EST: SAC site C-l still had a visual siqhting on o~jects • 
• 

4. NORAO stated that Northern Lights will sometimos cause phenomena 
su~h as this on height-finder radars, but their check with weather 
services rev~aled no possibility of Nor~~ern Ligh~s. . 

S. Nt·ICC notified t-Jashington FAA at ·0445 EST of the incidents 
described above .. They . had not received any infonnation prior to 
this time . 

6. 0522 EST FONECOli with NORAD cQmmand Director: At 0405 EST 
SAC Site L-5 observed one object accelerate and climb rapidl~ 

• 

to a point in altitude where it beceme indistinguishable from . 
the stars. NORAD will. carry thj 5 incident as a FADE remaining 
UNKNOWN at 0320 EST"since after that time o~y visual sightings·· 
'occw:red.. '. • ,/ • 

• 

o 
, . 
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Copy to: 
DOD 
ADDO 
CCOC 
ALL AREA 
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• 
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"-~" .... " ". - . ~" · "· ·I J. ", . " .... , ~~ ...... , __ ... . r. v _ _ - - ~ 

- - wu!!.1:l..~ D.. BARNES 

, 
• 

, , 

I -Brigadier General, USA 
Deputy Dire,ctor for 
Operations, NMCC 
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On December 17, 1969 the Secretary of the Air Force announced the 
ter=inatloa of Project Blue Book. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an 
evaluation ot a report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 
ftSclentlflc Study ot Unidentified Fly1ng Obj.ctsi~ a review ot the Univer
sity ot Colorado's report ~1 the National Academy of Seiences; past 
UFO studi.s; and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports tor 
two decades. 

1s a result ot these investigatlons and studies, and experience 
gained fro. lnv.st1s-tins UFO reports since '948, the conclusion3 ot 
Project Blue Book wIre: (1) no UrO reported, investigated, and evalu
ated by the Air Force has eVlr given any indication ot threat to our 
national. security; (2) there haa been no I.ldence submitted to or dis
covered by tbe Air Force that sighting~ catlcorized as wunidentitied ft 

represent t.chnolocical developments or principles beyond the range 
ot present day scientitic knowledCe; and (3) there has been no evidence 
ind1cating that s1&ht1ngs catlscrlzed as -unidentiried ft are extrater
restrial vehicles. 

With tbe termination or Project Blue Book, the Air Foree regulation 
establishing and eontrollina tb. Proln.. tor investiptlnc and anal1Zina 
UFOs was resc1nded. All documentation regard inS the tormer Blue Book 
investisation was permanently transterred to the Modern Hilitary Branch, 
National Archives and Records Service, 8th ano Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Waahington, D.C. 20_08, and is aYallable tor public review and analysis. 

In 1911, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and Space 
Ad m1nlstratioD (NASA) to look into the poasibUity ot res"ming UFO investi
gations. In.ar -stuctylng all tbe tacts aYaUable, they decided that 
nothing would be gained by further lnvesti .. tion. The Air Force a,re.a 
with that d.cision. It, however, firm evid.nce is found justifying 
further investigation, an appropriate agency will be directed to under
take the eftort. 

There are a number of universities and professional scientific 
organizations such as the American Aasociation for the Advancement of 
Science, Which have considered UFO pheno.ena during periodic meet1ngs 
and seainars. In addltion, a llst of private organlzatioft3 interested 
1n aerial pben~mena may be found in Oale's Enoyclopedia of Asaociations 
(Ed1t10n 8, Vol I, pp. 432-3). Such timely rey1ew of the .1tuat10n 
by ~r1ftte Ifou~s insures that sound e'f14ence Will not be overlOOked 
by the sclentlfiQ commun1ty. 

For further ref.rence material, two 4oc'ments are available (rOIl 

the Nat10nal Technical Information Service, U.S. DepartmeDt of Commerce, 
Springf1eld, VI 22151: 

2 

Attach.rnt 2,'1 2 

• 
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conducted 
by the Three 
volumes, 1,465 p. 68 plates. Photoduplieated hard copies of the ort1c1al 
report ma1 b. ordered for $6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 
680:975, AD 680:916, and AD 680:977. 

Review or University of ~olorado Report on Unidentified 
FlYing Objects. R.view of report by • panel or the National Academy 
of Sciences. National lcade-r ot Sellnels, 1969, 6p. Photodupllcated 
hard cople. may be ordered for t3 .. AD 688:5.1 . 

• 

• 

3 

Attachment 2, PI 3 

• 
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TOTAL UFO (.OBJECT) SIGlI'I'II<GS 

(CODlpUed 17 Jan 66) 

TOTAL 
YEAR SIGHTINGS UM1DEN 1 U lED SOURCE 

1947 122 12 Cue FUe. 
IHI I~B 7 en. FUn 
1949 188 n Blu BI)Nr, pace 108 
1950 210 2'! Ca •• FU .. 
19~1 169 22 Cal. FU .. 
19~2 1,501 303 Blue Book. pare 108 
19~3 509 42 Case File. 
1954 487 48 Ca'. FU .. 
19~~ ~4~ 24 Cue rUe. 
1958 870 14 Cue FU •• .. 
19~7 1,006 14 Ca. •• FU .. 
1"8 62'! lQ CueFU .. 
lU9 390 12 Cue FU .. 
1980 557 14 Cue ru •• 
1961 591 13 Ca.n FU .. 
1962 474 15 Cue Files 
1963 399 14 Case ru •• 
19B4 562 19 Cue FU •• 
196~ 16 Case FU •• 

m 

• 

• 
, 
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ITAtJiiIJCAL DATA lOa n"11I1l-1H4 

TOTAL CASES BT CATCOOftl' (Co~d" 1 ltO"f' lSI 

11113 "" IISS tlSl n" "" lU' I'" UI' "" ll1l "" IOTAL 

..... OCW.kal '"~ I" '" ." m III IS ". lin 10. II. .OS ... 
""",,.. " .. ... '"~ '" to. a .. .,., .. " TI nn 

"lin " .. to. n I" .. n D " II .. .. ... 
... '"1.I:llnl De" ,. to. IS 10' \II III .. ". m " Of .. II .. 
","" .. II .. " " . .. " " " .. .. II III 
S.uuu. , • • • • II • " .. n .. '"~ '" UIIIMfttIfII'd .. .. .. " " " " " 10 " " \I m 

TOTAL 1liI m m I'll fIR 111 1111 m "Iii d. m lU Un 
AS'TItONOMX:AL sa i INOI 

W"IIO,. .. .. " II n. I- 100 In til .. " " "tI 
Starl IoIId PlaMU tOl .. " '" I" .. .. .. " .. " " ... 
",,", • I • • \I , • • • • • , 

lOYAL m 111 m m Sii m iii "lSI 1iIJ m -n m 
OiRD CASU 

"-H. 1.aD\llebrt' 5 F, 
O.rtll,N. III.,.,,..,. ... 
P.,rchoJ.ccte&l C_n II • " \I n II " 10 " II " " ... 
WWll •• MIl JtOCktU , I I • • • " " II • II , 

" • 
•• nKtk)nll • • • • • , n • • • • • " • 
flar •• and F1h •• ~~ I • • • • • • , • • • , 51 
"I!'VI' IJIIII tooters .... • • • I • • • • • • , , 

" Sureh and 0;=" 'lktIUI • • " • " • • • I • • • It 
Clond' UId C~ • • • I • • • • • • • • " C .... • • • I , • I • • • , I n .. •. "" • , • • I I • • , • , • .. 
I1I4u Analyst. II , I • " • • • • • I , n 
Pllata AaaI.,.UI I I , • I , • • • • • • .. 
,,, .. leal -..em 2100 I • • , • 10 • , • " • • ,. 
su.IW. D-e.y , , , • , I • , , • • • .. 
0."", I , • • , • • , • , • • 

TOTAL "1J "II -n "ll 116 "1J - "1i - -;s -U "11 " .. 

• 
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• nATLi1 iCS FOR IllS 

IC~i.IecI II Jan INI, 

• JAN ,n .... AP' MAT "'" JUt. AUO SE' ocr NOV DEC TOTAL -
ASTRONOMICA L 10 I 11 • • 10 " .. ,. 

" " .. ... 
AIRCRAFT 11 I 14 11 14 , 

" " " Il 14 , 21' 
BALL<XlN 3 • I , • , , I , , D • 31 
n."St;FnClEYT DATA • • • • • • • .. " IS , , I .. 
OTHEII II I , I , I I .. , I II , 121 
SATELLrrt • , , • .. • .. .. .. 3 • , 152 
UXIDE'-"TIFIED I D • I I • • • • D I • .. 
PE:010ISG • • I • D • • • , I • , 

" TOTAL iJ l! n B it n m DI iiii " Ii JJ m 

JAN .. B .... A.' "'T "'" AVO SEP OCT NOT DEC 101AL -
)I .. !torl I I I • • • .. " Il I I • 101 
Sllrs ;wi PUII,a , I , • • • I. " .. .. Il , III 
0,." .. Ib D • D .. 3d .. I. I! • • I 

TOT.~L iii i IT i I 10 Z'I n 1W " II iI m 
\:10' Solar trM(r ib) Moo. ie) ~ (dIllin-elm MOQIII.'-Ibl, ,...,.1 .... )I; • I.) ",a-cud MoonIlCtd tfI COEpt nr.ya.5t1D 

OTHER CATtoollY 

,.. ... .... ... MAT "'" AUO $E, OCI NOT DEC (0'IAl. -
Keaau, H,llvcmau_. • 

Unnl;'bI. It.p;rU''' 
P~ .. tnJ~flCa1 e ...... • , • I • I • 12 I , • • .. 
:'hsailu &lid lloelolU I • I I , I 10 
R.n ... III ... I 1 , I I I , 
Flaru mil Fin_ni I I I I • 
M,ru .. and 1/1 .... "'1_ • • • 
Sure!! :1.:111 Oround WCMs • I • I • • I , • • , • I 
CIOIICII and Conualla I I I • C"'. I I 
Blnla I , , , I I I 11 
Ph"IIC;!') Spt'c,m_ " .. I. • ":allar AW:rSUI I. I, "- I. I 
PnO'lo Anal'llUi .. Id .. ,., .. .. 12 
Sl1Irllilr D'Cl, • I I I • I • , D I • I I 
:'hl .. dla ... ou.s ... '" I • hUt " , ... " - i 1 i l i i ., 1 i - J iII TOTAL II II 

,a) Tncu 8ul1.lJ: tb) Kialllllrpntatian of COM'MI.." '*JIClI! Ie) ... caI. aau (eI) O' .... loper Sm.ar tt) AlIOmal_ PUP$FW , 
ttl K/.ltJ (II Eltetr'O!Ue COIIIIt.r IoIn.wnJ 1b.1 DtbrLS III Wlad Ul No lmac. on Film 1Ir.1 Poor Photo .~ .. III rm .FalUrlC ObtKt 
Iml Flln Tarr.lS Inl .ta!btl' fI.rvml (pi En "-\on fla ... (f) 'lunc Bal' (.) Man 011 Groznd (t) LJIIItNIIC (III CbtllUCal TI'UIa 
lrom fI .. tarcll fI'leinl' (wi Klaall. ~h "\C'tI'rlt)' (.) CiClUni 

• 

I 
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FDlEBM ·L REPORT 

PerSOM obse"tnc a fireball or meteor .bould report the iDtormattoQ to 
the Amer1c.an Meteor Society. The i.nformation cieslreclls cont21Ded below. 

A very brUUant meteor or fireball 1s re
ported to have paned in your vlc:1nlty on ~ ••• 
at the hour of ..•.•. WW you pleue 'Dawn 
u tully u possible the toUoW1DC qu;eatioDJ, 
which are asked OD bebs" of the Amertcaza Me
teor Society In order th.t PUm,ql!Dl recorda; of 
such phenomena may ~ obtUned. Wben the .. 
nporb are pubU.becl ncb contributor wbole 
report is fairly complete will be ment1on«i, 11 

• 

• 

10 

po.lible, and due cr.<i1t pven. n is only by the 
belp of tboae -wbo can pft personal inform2.tion 
tbat data can be .teured for the computation of 
the orbiUI of meteor.. Tben data are of rreat 
Kimttf1c n1e 'nd aU ""(mabIe effon. should 
~ m'de to ott"", them. TouwWbeunabJe proft-. 
ably to aM wer all qu .. tion' below. but &naWer 
th~. you un, u tbey may be of the createst 
lwportance. 

• 

, 
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(1) Give your rw:nc and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the meteor? (If the town 15 small plea,u rive county as weU.) 

(3) Give the date, bour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

(4) In what direction did it appear (or in what direction WI.! it first seen)? This I.!: not :u:k1nC 1tl wbat 
direction it wu IOtnc! 

(5) In what direction did. it d1Iappeu (or in what direetion was it lut .. en)? For quesuan. 4 and 5, 
simply N, E, 5, or W is not accurate ."oneta. WIle .. theu were the Old dlreeti0n3. U complu 
1.$ USed, stat. 1l; .hO it macneUc correction hu been appU.c1 to compass read!nc. 

(6) At what heiJht ::1id it appul'? (Use degr ••• 1D. answerinC.) 

(7) At what helCht d1d it disappear? (Use d_IT"s 1n an'Wertnc.) 

(8) Did it pass direcUy overhea.c1 (1.e., tbrOUCh the zenith)? 

(Q) If not, to which sld, of the zenith cUd it 10. and bow tu from it? (0' •• decrees in anawertnc.) 

(10) Did it appear to reacb the horiJ.on? What sort of a bor1zoa bave you? 
• 

{t1l Wha.t anpe cUd the pa.tb of tbe meteor mue with the borizon and in wtuch direetioa wu it then 
&oin&'? 

(12) If you are fami11ar with consteUaUoM describe the path at the meteor thrOUCh the -k1 with 
reference to star_. 

• 

(13) Did the meteor appul' to explode? 

(l4) What wu the duration Qf it!; ru,trt: in "cODd'? 

(1 S) Describe the tram if ODe was lett. U it lasted. 1M , enough to show drUt, most carefully teU in 
what c1irection u:lJn drifted. Give sketch, if poss1J:)le, sbowinC this with reprd to horizon.. 

(16) What was the duraUon of the train in second'? 

(17) Did you hur any sound? 

• 

How IoOC after seem, the meteor was it before you heard tbl, 

lonnd? 

Did you hear an actual explOSion? How lone atter leeine the explosion was it belore you bend. it? 

(tal Of what color 'II"U the meteor? 

(19) Wha.t was the siu of thl:! meteor? (Compare it with the Moon or with a pl:lnet or star.) 

(20) Was more than one body seen before the explOSion (if any)? 

(21) Wha.t was condition of sky at time? 

(22) Give n:unes ;""'Id addresses of others who saw the meteor . 

(23) Pluse rroU this reply to 

Charles P. Oliver 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. Wynnewood. Ave 
Narberth, Peruuylvanta 19072 
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;.5 OF 2~j,~ VO EST ac';' 7 5 

(" At .:.?? !"c:-:.L'70atel y 29C10 () EST Oct 75, o~e \.: ~ i d ~nti:~ec. h e ; i
cC'?t.er \·:es sighted 300 ~o 500 meters from the \o,'ea?or.~ s:,or~c;e 
2!.rec. at Loring Jo..FS t l-:~ine.' The helicopter \-;es at an o!.ltituce 
of 150 feet ~nd penetrated Loring rIB. An attem?t to co~tact 
and identify the intruding helicopter was mace by an Army 
National Guerd hela, and ~as unsucce~sful. At 290300 EST the 
helico?ter ~as sighted over the we~?ons storege area and the 
hrn.y · l' c~ i o!'l.a.l Guard helicopter aqain respcncec to make co:-~tac't. 
bl.:.t \,:as u!'!.succesful. Loring has coordinated with the Maine 
S~ate: Police and the Royal Canadian Nounted Police and plans to 
p~!"sue into Canada, if necessary, if there is a reoccurrence. 
(SQURC: G S" OP LORING ArB 291140Z OCT 75) ,) 
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AS 0: 292200 ~$! DC: 75 

---------. . 0': =' 
. . . • 

At s,:",::,!'C'-xi:;;atel v 290100 !:ST Oct 75, one u~ic.en'tified helicopte= - - , 
~:as ~i~h~~~ 300 to ~OO meters ~rc= the w~a?c~s sto=ege are~ at 
.: ... o=i n ; .:'~E. !,:,aine. The helico?ter 'Was at ar. altitude of 150 feet 
~!'lC: pe:1e't.:'"i5tec Loring AF3. >_"1 atteJT:?t to ccmtact an! iden-:.i!y the 
intruc.inc nelico':lter y.·as made bv a.;} J..ri:!V National Guarci helo, and 
~. - ~ 

..... as unsuccessful. At 290300 EST the helicopter ""-as sight.ed over 
the 'Weapons storagoe area and t..~e A:r::;~' l'~ational Guar~ helicopter 
2cein re!=~o:'!;ded to make contllct but was unsuccessful. The CSAF - , 
(O?S Div) hes =equested that the Army NG helo be providec until 
300800 EST under the following conaitions: To track and identify 
the int~uae=: no apprehension to t~ke place: the Canacian Border 
,,'ould not be crossed: and civilian police on board \· .. ill be for 
CO!!,,,,7:0 , • .'ith c;rounc ur.it.s only. The request is under consiceretic:l 
by )·1G Snif:'n. D1\ Directo~ of O?==ations, DCSOPS. eel Bailey, t-~il 
J~ to Special Ass~ to SECOrr/CEPSECD:E:F has bee::1 eQ:'~'ise= qf tr,e 
s. ~ticn sh:::1.l1c Do:J .:.ppro\~~l be rec::~i:::ed. The Stat.e De?ar~ne:l't 
,., ., ,:; . - D " t · .-'&~ ~ -.., .... h b ','.e-.• _ ~ ....... - ....... .:; (SOT~':I"',:"' }., ='\". CO, _~r, :.. ... .la.. ...5 .. .... __ ...... "". as CC!1. _ _.,_ .. _ •. ' _.... ... .. __ ...~ _ 
............. --- "Sl- '0- C-........ '.r .. li~ '-' i'~::';. .I. ..:" "_ .1 
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DOD UPDATE: AS OF 300600 EST OCT 

<f, .~':. .:::;??:ro):i~.;telY 290100 EST oct 75, an unicen~ified heli co::"?t.er 
was sj.chtet at an a!~itude of 150 feet a~ appro):imately 300 to 500 

• 

• 

rr.~te:-s fro;:'!. a " ':c~pon~ storage .2.l:"ea a't Loring J,.FB, H~. ;"t 290jOC !:S'I' 
c=t 75. the ·~ r. ili~nt:'fied helicc:=t~r '..:as sighted ever the ", eapc:-:s 
stol"ds e a;.-cc.. In bot.h inst.ances, an P._,,:y Nc.tional Gua.== (i.~G) heli
CO?":er reS?-':':-I-:}CC, bu":. ,,:as unC"J.!:;;) e to contact or ioent.i:fy t.he :"::":.:"u:::er. 
NG Sniff:'n, DJ.. Di=~ctor for Ops, DCSO?S. approve:: t:le £:'I110, .. :i;::; 
?l"ocec:.a"es fer any similar incident effective unt.!.l 300500 EST 

Oct 7:;: 

• 

• 

_ NG helicopter anc crew placed in "full time tl-eining duty" 

(FT7D) . 

air space ... :i th consent of - G " , . N •. :.:.lcO?ter ~i enter 
Canac.ian authorities. 

Canadi~n 

_ ~G helicopter e:;:?loyrnent lird tee. to 't.racking and identification .. 

_e~_.rc-"'-"';-· ·eC • .!-_ .""' , 1 ... C .. ~" -. . . 
e- -::..,. .. e-",--,-_ :. - • ,n • • ... t1e: 

. 

considerec: necessary 
be 'ro- "'h~ ~~I ~~~ - " ...... ..:" -- , . --., , 

ano Borcer po!t.!"ol \·.'ill 

NG helicc:f-te= . 
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30 Octobar 1975 
0445 EST 
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• • -~1EI10RANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Army National Guard Helicopter Support tor Loring AFB 
• 

• 1. At 292035 EST Oct 75, LTC Dyer, Office of the Director of Operations, USAF, -requested that the Army National Guard (NG) helicopter and c~ew currently located at Loring AFB, . Maine, be made available to the Commander of the 42nd Bomb Wing until 300800 EST Oct 75. The NG helicopter would be employed to .track and identify the unidentified helicopter that has violated the airspace inthe vicjn;ty of the weapons . stor,age area at Loring foFB during thet early morning hours ' of 28 and 29 Oct 75. LTC Dyer stated that.international borders would ~ot be~crossed, and· that apprehensions would not be att''''pted by pusonnel emb"rked in the NG helicopter. Any civil police on board the aircraft would participate ' only to ·the extent of Co""u.ml.ceHng with appropriate police officials on t he ground, with the latter Sing"! arly responsible Lor the appre1u:!l1s.lo:n uf the $USpeCt:. aircrAft ·or crew. 
, 2. This request was relayed to ~m Sniffin, DA Director of OperatiO!ls, DCSOPS, at 292100 EST. J.IG Snit-fin indicated . his intent to check with Army legal ' officials on t~e ~tter prior to making a decision. . 

3. The SAC COI·,,, ... nd Post was informed at 292050 EST of the request by LTC Dyer, and the fact that MG sniffin was checking ~ith Army legal authorities. Col Freeman, AF Operations Center, was also informed of the status. 

Special Asst to S£CDEF/ 
4. Col Bailey, Mil Asst to the DEPSECDEF. has been advised of DOD approval be required. 

the helicopter request should 
• 

5. The State Department Canadian Desk Officer has been kept informed of the situat~on. 
6. At 292230 EST MG Sniffin approved use of the helicopter "Ii th the following constraints: , 

, , 
a. Tracking and , i~entification only. , , 

• b. Apprehension by u.s. personnel not authorized. 
c. No crossinq of international borders. 

, 
, 

- . ..- . 

, 

, 

• 

, 

• 
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AS OF 132200 !5T NOV 75 

"n .&"<!-" .... e '1';'0 c;~ ... 1...t.;n ... s .One 'VTC'C"T' 1:'t"L'; DDSk O~.&~c .. r y,';" i ... .;~~-t" _. _ ... _ ..... _ \,,)~ _ .... -::;1 _~ ':I ,... ' __ '" __ ._ _. --- --- _ .......... c. 

telephone requests t.o t...'e Senior Du~y o~=icer at. t~,e Air Force 
(;10:0 .. 1 weatiler Ce,,~ra1 (AFG,-IC) for" t" ... "erature inversion analvsis • • 

in tile vicinity of \!llusua1 sightings. The tele?ho"" res?onse by 
AFG\;C will be followec "i th a priority message 0 (SOURC!: NMCC 

(U) 

~~R 132035 EST NOV 75) 

• 

o 

• 

o 

• 

• 

• 

o 
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·NIv1CC 
' . 

THE NA,IONAL "MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WUHINC:TOK D .e. 20101 

• . . - ~ 

" . "': ,. 13 November. 
2035 EST 

1975 

""'1: J~IN" ST""'" • 

·· ... ··o~· .. ~':"'\u·· ~OR RECORD , • ...:.".J .t;J-' •• ,J.,I :'J • 

Subject: .Requests for Tern?erature Inversion Analysis 

1. LTC Schmidt, representing Air Force Global Weather Central . 
(:'.FGHC), ,risited the NMCC at 131500 :EST to discuss arrangements 
to i ..-:?lement the procurement of \,tecther information desired 
by CJCS, which is the subject of DOC Environmental Services 
memo of 13 November 1975. The following agreements with LTC 
Sch~idt were reached: 

a. The West Hem Desk Officer ,.;ill act as the control 
officer for temperature inversion analysiS requests initia
ted by the NMCC. These requests will be made in conjunc
tion with si9h~in9s of unusual phenomenon along the northern 
US border_ 

• • 

b. Each tele9hone request will be serielized, i.e., (TIA 
etc.) and directed to the duty officer at AFGWC, autovon 
866-16.61 . or 271-2586. _. Af'G'NC-,\'ill-' proviae the requested 
an~lyses by telephone follo\'1ed up by e priority message. 

c_ R record of the serialized requests/ responses will be 
maintained by t 'he \-'est Hem Desk Officer. 

'1 • • 

. .. 

( c .(::.-__ ~--. 

Dist.!'ibution: 
J -3 0 
J -3l 
J-32 
J-32A 
J-38 
DDO 
hOOD 
eeoc 
h'est Hem Desk 
\·:~·2·~CCS Qps " E.:va.l Div 

Brigadier General . USMC 
Oe'O·I.l tv Director i:J;.-

• • 
Ope r c! t i on s , W·jCC 

." 

•• 
• 
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Subjec't: 

• 

Ref erenc:e: 
, 
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• 
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• N M . e e 
-H-I ,:" "ATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND C~NTER 

WASMIN,""-ON. D.C. 20:lCI 

"'" --. -,. '- •• c: __ 
• 

, 

Re?ort o~ UFO - Cennon ~..FB -NJ.: 

~oc Phoneco~ 210~5 EST Jan 76 

The follo",'inC' information • 
O?era~ions Center at 0555 

• • W',!,s rece~vec 
EST: 

from ~he Air Force 

,. 

"Two u:Os ere renorted nea: the flicht li~e ~~ Can~o~ ~~=, . -'N~". Mexico. Security Pol ice o~servin; th~1ii re?oro:ec -:'he t::-C's 
to be 25 yards in ciameter, gold or silver in color .... -i th blue 
licht on tOD, hole in the micdle anc re~ licht ~r. bo~,:o~. Air 

• 

- . -
Force is check inc \d -:.h rec~r. -hcSdi tional1 v, 
ir.version ca~a." 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • • • • 
C -·c·· , "'0 .. - ....... -

• 

• 

1.,/ . 
.., ", If iliA" 

}'C?PI; 
Ac.m~=al. US)'; 

Deputy Direc-:.or :o!" 
Operations I l\,NCC 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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NMCC 
• THE NATIONAL ;.~ILI7~RY COi-'ii.'!A.ND CSNTEn • W ... .s"ilNG,.ON. c..c. ;~)O, 

1400 ~ST 
• 

• 

• 

, . . ~ ~ ..... C·· -"'-.'" .... Object 

l~ 1".t. 310605 received ohoncon from"PIOe: !o1G Lane, eG , Arrr.anent 
. -~C Develop;nent Test Center I Eglin AFB, Florida called anc :-e?or'tec 

a UzO 5ish~ing from O~30 EST to 0600 EST. Security Police~en 
s?otted lights from what they called a UFO near an Eslin rac~r 
site. 

2 . -,-_e. -

3_ 

of the lights . _.":.':' tion has made a press 
• 

• • lnverSlon 

.were t~ken. The Eslin release on the UFO . 

~n~l"sis i:'lcicet.ec -

O!fice o!" 

• ................ c.-- .. ··'P"'e '-veTs ' on -t '"gl i n "'~'D .. - -i-; -. ""-e 

~=-. ;:- __ = ...... _ .... . ' _... = _ _ .n.o .. ~ .. ... . u:. Or __ ,., • 

no s i c;r.ificant 
The only 

ir.ve=s~on preser.t ~£s cue to raciat:on f:o~ the surface ~o ~500 
feet.. Th~ Eslin sur:~ce c.:J!'ldi~io:-:.s \o.'e::-e clear skies. visibi li!:y 
lO-l( tr.iles, cal,'T\ .... inas, sh!.21ow sround !og on t.he r-.ln~ay, anc 
~ sur:ace t~~?er~ture of 44 degree F. 

r.' S"''; ~ 3;''''·' 0" . -- _. ,- '-'-"'" ;\. 
ODD 
hDDD 
CCOC . 
\'iest Bern . 
Ph 
J.':OC 
J- 30 
,- '2 ~ -

• 

• 

~-r<"Y . ----r ' ~ '... - 1 ,c.~ 
~_lgac.le_ .e ... ~, ll_. Pepu~y Oi~ctor tor O?erat.ior.s (N~CC) 

• , 
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~ .... .....- . -, THE ;';';TION.l-.L MILITARY CO:\·.:·lil·~ .. :'D 
WA.SI1INCTON . D .C . :';)0\ -, . , . 
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. . --... -, - - , , . ' , . , • . - .... - " , . ",.' .:y/ , 
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Sutject: Reports of Unicentified Flvi.nc 
• • 

O:,jects [uFOs) 

, " '. 1 03'5 -DT 'h .. " '~c 11" ' . , , 
_, ~~ a~?rOX1~Z~e Y ~ L I _ e ~~.'. ~ ce eo ~O l~Clca~e 

"e" --c' -AC& ':" ~O' SA\'er-l -e-o"s c& '-~' C'o:: ~n 'he . . ': _':"".,. 
... 1 , : e: _<;; ... ~ •• _ ", ' 0:;. _ ... __ .:.. .... __ .... -........ _.:.._ ... - . . 

z. -. ~ .... . • ....h - 11 ' 
0.", : or~ .. ~ ... Cflle. _ e.IO o;"1.ng event.s s\l.:-:::-.arize thE :euorts 

(time 5 are appro):;L"i!, te) . 
, , 
• 

i!.. 0130 - Civ'ilians reportee a 

Ht.. ~iry, !-,d. Tr.is inforr.;ation was 

fro::!: the l~aticn!.l Jo.~=cnautics Bo~rd 

Ri tchie !-1ili t.ary Police. 
, 

UFO sishting near 
ob~:in~d via a c~ll 

( ? ) to the Fort 

• 

Site R re-oo=tec 
• 

.... ~- ... -o~· '; nc ' .. _ .... , .u "'_ 
• 

b. 0255 - ~o separate patrols frcm 

sig~tin9 3 oblong objects with a recdish 

eest to ""est. Personnel were lo.cateo at 

on to':) of the !i'lour.-:'51n at Si t.e R. 
se~arate 1oc!tior.s 

• 

c. 
5 : +. R . --

d. 
Site R 

• 

0300 - Desk Set at Site R ~ent to the to~ o! t~e - -
mountain ~n6 observe6 I! UFO over the arn.n.o storaoe -

100-200 yards altitude. 

0345 ·- An Army Police Sgt . on the way to work at 

reported sighting a UFO in the vicinity of Site R. 

2. ... "~III.CC r_~.J ~~s re~~ested ~o haVE each i ncividual write a 

.. sti:te."7Ient on the sightings.. One indivic~2.1 state~ the: object 

was about the size of 2. 2 1/2 ton truck. 
, 

3. Ba sec on c JCS l":,e<ilorandum. subj ect: Te.. .. ?eretu.:-e !.;.ver sj on 

A-""lalysis, dated 13 NOl'enber 1975, "the NBCC contac~e6 the Air 

rorce Global ""~eather Ce:;t::"2.1. The D-.;tv Of:icer, L'!'C O\,,!:F3Y, 
• 

'e-o'"ec' "'a' 'he D"l'es ~"'-e-na"O-"" :.i .... -or· o"sc.-~··"'~o~, 
_ -' ... _ I-J. I- I- ~ __ .... .:. ........ 1;_ •• __ -' I- ___ "c ........ 

• 
• 

sh~· .. ,e:d t. .... ·o teI!lper~"ture inversions Existed at the time of the 
• 

, 

, , 

• 

, 

• 

" 
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?eports 
• 

of Unicent.i!.i;;: T'::'": '::1c O!:: "' ec~s - _ J (l':Os ) 

i/~11ege~ sightings. ~he first e~tEn~e~ !=orn t he Su~!ace to 
. ! 1,000 feet ~bsolute an~ the secon~ ' E~is~ed ~e~~~en 2'.000 
/ a~d 30,000 feet, a~solute. He also ~c:c ~~~ e~~cs;~=re 

I between 12,000 ~n~ 20,000 feet ~as tea~i:,' 5~~~=~tEd ~i~h ' -; r.1:>isture..f.. h~rd copy rnessGige ",:ill :ol: -~".- . 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

DISTxIBUTI0N: 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
DDO 
.'-DDO 
ceoc 
t ,.,...:,:,,1.' DD_ s'.--""-" ..... 
A.SD/ ?A Rep 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

-

2 

Bri~acHe= Gene!"~l, USMC 
Oeputy Director for 
Opero!.tions, NNCC 

• 
• 

• . . • • 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 
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nATJSIJCAL DATA roJt UIJlS 1I"-IIM 

TOTAL CASES llT CATEOOltl' 
{Co.,lled 1 HO't .,1 

UU .... 1155 test It" , ... 1'" .... Uti .. " 1883 I", TUrAl. 

AMI( ] "'IC~ "' '" n' m ... m '" US ,., 
'" II '" "n 

.urcraft " .. '" , .. .11 , .. u .. ." .. " " "" .. " ..... " .. , .. .. '" II n .. n .. .. .. ... 
lnaaUl.c:ll'llt nala. ,. .. , ts ,n .. , m OS '01 111 N .. .. lUI 

0 .... .. II IS 01 " . .. " .. " IS SO II 01' 
S.hWh • • • • • II • " " " .. ,,, 
UII1MM!.f11'd " .. .. .. .. .. " II " " .. .. 

TOTAL m in m 1'1 166. m 1111 m !IT m m m 
ASTItONOMJC AL SJOftTlKGI 

"',"lOCI,. ,. .. " II "' '" ,00 .. , no IS " 01 "" Stu. VI4 PlaHU .. , " 
,. ,,. 

'" .. .. .. " so " " ... 
0 .... I I I • .. , I , • • • , ., 

TOrAL m 11' ill m "lII" m lli -m "iii! 111 " m UI1 

OLrin CASES 

Hoa .... Hall.w:IAI"-. 
Oll.l'IllUol. 1I.,.:."'.r aad 
J'.,-cllOloc1eal c~" \I • .. 11 r. " .. " " II .. ,. u • 
MUiln .. an4 'oc:HU • 1 1 , • • .. " " • " 

, .. • 
a.nec:ttona I • I , • , 11 • , , • 2 N · • 
Ftartl lAd Fl!'...:!'~ 1 I • • • • • , I , 3 , 50 

WI,.. .. and MltsioM 3 , I 1 • , • • • , , 2 n • 
Seardl and Grtlwllll1atr.t8 • • 14 • " • • • 1 

, , • 11 

Clo"d' and Contraill • , , 1 • • , • , • • • ., 
C .... • , • 1 , • , I , • • , n 

8'- I , , • 1 1 • , , • , • ,. 
11&4&1' AN1)'11~ II , 1 • " • • • • • , 2 n 
,~ Aaal.,. .. , , , • 1 , • • , , , • to 

PtI"llcalloec:im_ , • • , • .. , , • 11 , • ,. 
SauiUl., D"C.,. • • • • • , • • , , • , U 

01'"" 1 , • • • • • • • 2 • • 
TOTAL -n "'11 "'11 "lI om -n - "'1i - " "'11 "li " .. 

• 

8 

• 
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• STA , LS i iC.s FOfI 1M' 

(COIIIp'" """ INI' 

• 'AN "'£B .... "". MAT "'" JtJL AUG ... OCT NOV DEC iorAL 
-

ASTI'tONOMlCA 1. " • 11 • , 
" n " 30 " " " , .. 

"iRCR"" 11 • .. 11 .. , 
" II " n .. I II. 

8A1.t.OON I Z 1 I • I , • , , • , " I:'lSCTnca::orr DA.TA I • , • • , II .. 11 • , 1 .. 
OTNU 11 • , • I • • .. , • 11 I 121 

5.ATtU.rn: • I • I .. I .. II " I • I 112 

U~tDE:\"T1nED 1 • , , 1 • , • • • 1 • II 

P£~Dt"C; • • 1 • • • • , , • • , " TOTAL Ii 'il OJ li if n m m m 'iii Ii D m 

JAN TEB .... APO "'T "'" JVt, AU< ... OCT NOV DEC iUiAL 
- - -

:>lft,on • • • , , • .. " " • • • JO. 

Sun ~ ,l2Mu I 1 I , • • JO " 11 " " 
, ". 

Quw, .. lb • • • 1< " .. .. If • • • 
1'OT.\1- iii i IT i I Ii " n 11 " li ii m 

' Jol 60br lJu." (bl :Woe- Ce) SI.IIt Id) II.n«IiI'd M-- ' 'lilt, htlMl~. M_l.' ".o'CI..:! .. -alibi III COllin tuJll's.~ 

Olletll CATEGOItT 

'AN FEB .... "". ...T "'" AU< ... OCI DEC IviAL - -
!\'onu, .alluc,n'"=,', 
\11l"1~ JltpOrtJ and 
Prru"Cl(ltu C"" .. I • , • , , 1 , 11 1 I • • .. 
:lIh.,&lu aM ltoc:lI8U 1 I 1 1 I I " R.neclI_ I I , I I 1 • 
fluu UId FIN_rILl 1 1 1 I • 
", l,..,." &tid II'IV.,SlOf\a 

, I I 

Sunil 1."Id CrCN/IIII LiIfItS , 1 • 1 • • 1 , • • , • , 
ClOUd. I.ncS COlUrai1.l 1 1 1 

, 
C"'" 1 1 

8u'\I. 1 Z , I 1 1 1 II 

P'w.le~l SpfCIIII.U " I, I. I 

Ibltl., Al'Ialy.1S .. II "- 1m I 

'hOCO Anal,,,. '" .. 11 ,~ I. 11 11 

hi. lin, o.ca, • 1 1 1 • 1 • , • 1 • 1 • 
:'Ii,e,Latl."... ... .. lb ..- Ib , ... .. 

• TOTAL IT i 1 i I I i .1 , ; ! ill 11 

~" Tucu IkIU.U ItI) MUiaCnpntauOII of COII"",ioNl Ob;'cu Ie) M.cal&&U (41 D.",tlopn Sm .. , (. ) AncI=zl_ P'lIF'pti-• ,n IC.itU "I £1.cuQIW: C_.r Mf,,"r" (III Oetlr~ 1R Wind U) ,.., hN"1 GIl In. (III Poor PhotO Pl'Oel" (II r,... laniaC 0tI~ 
I ml '1L .. TarclU Itli WuUler IIftlilrfLI (pi E"""""1011 na •• i fJ 'Iu'uc 101.11 t, l Mati GIl CrOUT 1 ttl LllntrLllII 1\11 CMlNcal TnU 
IrOIll I'uurcl. "''IoCat ,'II )lUlll, w\IIIoCfI AcU'01ry i.-I Gor.anI , 

• 
~ 

• 

I ., 

, 
• 

• 
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FmEBALL REPORT 

Persons observ1nC a fireball or meteor should report thz 1nformatjon to 
the American Meteor Sodet)'. The information desired 1!1 contained below. 

A very brUUant meteor or Unb'1l a re
ported to have passed in your vicinity on •••• 
at the hour of •••.•• wru you J.olease answer 
as tully a.s possible the ' !oUOwiDI quesUoDot, 
which a.n asked on behalf of th_ AmericaJl Me
teor Society in order that permanent reeord.t of 
sucb phenomena may be obtained. Wben then 
repa_rts art publisbed each contributor whOle 

report is twly complete will ~ mentiontd, U 

, 

, 

10 

poal1bl., and due c:red1t c1ven. n ~ only by the 
help of tbo •• ·wbo can ciV' persona11nformation 
tbat dab cm be secured for the computation of 
the orbb of meteors. Tbese data are at ,reat 
sci.nUlle value and all rluonahle eUorta lhould 
be made to obta'n them. Youwillbeunable prob
ably to '"",er an questiO'l' below, but anawer 
those you can, -u they may be of the greatest 
importance. 

, 
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(1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the mette.? (tt the town 1:1 small please (ive county a.s well.) 

(3) Give the date, hour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

(4) Inwhat direction did it appear (or in what direction was it first aeenl?ThU is not asking 1n what 
direction it wu goingl 

(5) In what direeUoD did it d1.!appea.r (or in what dlreeUcIl was it lut seen)? For quesUOQJ" and 5, 
simply N, E, S, or W Ls not accurate enough, Wllen these were the .nct direetioNl. U compUs 
is used, slate it; also if magnetic correction ha.s been applied to compass nading. 

(6) At "Nhat height :1id it appear? (tIse degrees in an.swering".) 

(7) At what height cUd it disappear? (Use d.sll'teS in anawer1n&'.) 

(8) Did it pus directly overhead (i.e., thrOUCb the zenith)? 

(9) If not, to which side of the zenith did it &,0, and how tar trom it? (use derrees in answerinC'.) 

(10) Old it appear to reach the horizon? What ,ort of a horizon have you? 

(11) What angle d1c1 the path of the meteor make with the horizon and in which c1irectiOD wu itthe~ 
going? 

(12) If you are tamUbr with constellaUona describe the path of the meteor through the skY with 
reference to stars. 

(13) Did the meteor appur to explode? 

(14) What was the duration. of its night 1D secood'? 

(lS) Describe the tra.in if one was left. U it last~d lone enough to show drift, most carefully tell in 
wha.t direction train drifted. Give sketch, if pO.lllble, showing this with rerard to horizon. 

(16) What wu the duuUon of the traiD in secow? 

(17) Did you hear any sound? 

• 

How 1001 alter seeing the meteor wa.s it before you heard tbls 
sonnd? 

Did you hear an actual explOSion? How lona a1tu seeing" the e:tplosion was it before yoo heard It? 

(18) or what color vas the meteor? 

(19) What was the size of th~ meteor? (Compare it with the Moon or wUh a pl:met or star.) 

(20) Was more than one body seen before the explosion (if any)? 

(21) What was concUUon ot Sk'J at Ume? 

(2 2) Give names a.lld addresses of others: who uw the meteor. 

(2l) Please m:lll this reply to 

Charles P. Cllvu 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. WyMewood Ave 
Narberth, Ptnnsylvania 19072 
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NMCC 
THE NATIONAL MIUTARY £OMMAND CEN I ER • 

- WASHINGTg". . a.c. 2Q3'01 

I 

29 October l!l7S 
0605 EST • 

• 

• 

~lEHOR.1UIDU~1 FOR RECORD 

Subject: AFB Penetration 
• 

• 

• 
• 

1. At 290200 EST AFOC informed N}!CC that an unidentified 
he1icopter, possibly two, had been sighted'flyin9 low over 

, Loring AFB Maine, in prox;m; ty to a '<leapons storage area .. . . .' .' 
, . 

2, An Army National Guard helD was called in to assist in 
, locating the unidentified helo(s) • 

, 3. NORlln 'was infor1:led of!tbe incident by SAC, requested and 
reci~ved · authority . f%ow 'Canadian officials to proceed into 
Can"aCiian ai.rspace if -necessary to locate the . intruder .. 

• 

• 

4. At 0404, SAC comm'Uld Centez: il1f?rmed NliCC that the aroy helD 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helots). 

5.. A similar incident was reported at Loring the evening of 
28 October 1975 • 

" 

• 

Distribution: 
CJCS (5) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 , 

J-32 
J-32A 
J-33 
J-34 , 

J-35 
, 
• , 

J-38 ! , 
• 
• , 

CSA 
CNO ' 
CSAF 
CMC 

• { 
, , 

.;. .-- .-;-";:;: <f7 ...... 0(. 

~ ;;/~c..LC~.( ./ 
C. D. P.OBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, US!-lC 
peputj Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

• PA REP 
• 

< ". 

• 

WEST RE1-1 DESK 
NWSB 
NMCC BRIEFER 

CR, \,'1'IMCCS OPS & EVAL D!'V 
000 (NMCC) 
AOOD (NI'ICC) 
ccoc (NHCC) 
OIA REP FOR NMIC • • , 

NSA REP 
CIA REP • 

, 
• , 

• 
• , 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
, . ' 

• 

• 
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or . , .- :v - !"lCS -u~succcs!::'·.!l. 
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cU IJ J.lII l31 

. . , ",,: ...... ~ ,. " " ." 

1. Eal ' ly 10 the 1I()"'llill~1 III 7.J Uct.: I!IJ ("'PI'I'ox)IILllcly 0300l). lwo- U!iAF 
S..ecuri.ly l-'u1 ic~ II&JtrllllllL'1I 'Sl1W unusu.Jl rl~hts ollt~iut tne llack gale ilt " 

, RAf I~oudbridy~. ThlllL.\l1!,J <1,1 uirCf'~tl miyht h",vl~ 'ra5Iu~d or- been . - fGlrc:~u. " 
dowll, th~y ca 11 cd fo r jJ~ "lIIi 5 5 j on tlJ 1)0 out.s i de tltt! gil teo to 1 nye~,U go te." '" 
The on-nuty fl 'ght chief "l!spulldltd c..!IId al f'owed thri:c ~!:tre~!!.~"l ';e. ~i(;- ' . 

c~eu UII fUllt. TIIY" i.uliviuudl:.. "'C'jiw, ' tf.J ;a..::~'111';. it :.tl'bnyc glow-ina ollject; 
in thcTares-t. The object Wca5 desc.I'ibed as.'bei'.H; lIlt:ta.lic. in appearullce 
and tr"lillgular in sh"r)~ •. apl>roximJtt.:ly two to- th"t:1' meters. .:i.troSs. UI~' 
base- anq. ..1pp.)·oxim.nely two nlett:rS IliCjh. It illuminAted, the ent'ire' forest. 
wjth'- a wh;t~ llyht . 'The object its!:!l! hild A pulslf,<}, red, light on' top an .... 
II bonk.(s} ' of blue 1 iyhts und(:nll:ath. lhe- ouject. was. hovering ':or-un h:fals. 
As. UH:' p.Hrtllml:n approached the object. it lIIiUIt:uvercd through the-- tl'~e~, 
and disc.-ppeared. At. th;~ time- t!,lt;.cnillldls. on a ncar~y filrmwent' into a , 
frenzy. The objl.!ct wtS bdefly ~ i 9htL:u iJppro'x.imJtr.:)y an , hour-later- n(:-.I":' 
tho bocl< g.t.... '-'- ' . -
2. The n(!xt d':'y. Z.hn:~e dt!IJressio'l~ 1 l/;'~" ut:~P ClfHJ 7" in dianlt!ter Wt:I·~·' 
fculLu 'wht!re- thp. \,H.I J~ct haJ Lee,. sigliLt~ <.J 011 th(! yrollllLL The following 
night ( 29 Duc 80) tile al'Cil ~.lS ..:ht":l<>.t!d fur radiation, Ut:ta/~~idttllMl l 'cadilI9~ 
of 0 . 1 mi 11 i roe:nl'J .... u .. were reconlt:J wi Ul peAk n ' ~lny!o in the Ulree- de-
1 . .II'l"ssion!. fsntj nt:;'" th~ (.;c,'ter of tit..: ltidnylc ! U, ',I/CC' tJv the "c:pr~s,jo,rS , . 
A nea l'by tTt!~ ' hdtJ ulo.)J~riHe ( , 05- .1) 7) rl:adinl.:!~ un l hr;: >i de of tile- tr~e 
tOL¥drcJ thl!' dep"es~ luns. , 

3. L.:Itr::I~' in the nllJltt a I'I:J ';oun-like liqht was .. c·l!fI lh'ough the lr~t's. 
l ,t /lIuveu ~bout ana rul':>b,L At one point it appl:""'l~d t;! throw off glowilly 
particles ~nd ttu.:fl lH 'u J. e '.Inlu five ~~Ioli,rate whitl, vu j l!C,tS and then dh, .. 
app~e:"'t!d. !!:!lI~dj~te ly t l1 t:'re. l it~r. til, 'ct! stilr-l B:l' " h ; l·t:ts wert~ noticed 
in the sky. l\~O o bjects ttl tilt:! nurth ilnd one t , t. ' I" '.I:luth. all of which 
wt::f'L' ab')ul IOn I.I J ( t h..: ;'ul· I"UII. 1 111,: t:.tjco.:t!. I..o1V\" ' " ., ,, ;dly ill :..I,GrlJ '\II~u1cH 
movclllenu and ojiSv1d)'t:d n~u. ~rl.'~n Qila b lue 1 ighb 'h~ :')bject~ tD the: 
north a ppeared to lJe elliptlt.,cll t h rl)ll~1I an 8-12 IJUlV': "- \ ',' IIS , 'They tht!n 
tunlcd ltJ full cl,' t. l t:"s , Thl! objC:lt s to th~ - nlJrth 1·('nll'ntC1 . in the sky 11,,:1' 
an hour llr more. Tile object to tht: south was visible for t\'10 or three ' 
hours. and be!llIed uO,wn a. streQIn of light frolll time to tillle. Numerous indivi. 
duals. inc.luding t1.1t~ lIndei~igned. \~itflC::)S2d the activitle'S irt pa.ragrd.phs. 
2 alld 3. 
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NMCC 

THE NATIONAL MIUTARY COMMAND CEN I Ef! , 

. WASt04IMGTON. o.c.. :thOt 

I 

, 29 October 1975 
0605 EST . 

• 

• 

~lEHOR.lUIDml FOR RECORD 

Subject: AFB Penetration , 

, 
, 

1. At 290200 EST AFOC infor.ned mlCc that an unidentified 
helicopter, possibly two, had been sighted'flying low over 

, Loring AFB Maine, ;n proximity to a weapons storage area. 
" ' " , 

, ' 
2, An Army National Guard hela was called in to assist in 
loeat;ng the unidant;fied helo(s). 

' 3. NORAD 'was info=ed of! the inCident by SAC; requested and 
reci~ved · authori~ . fLom 'Canadian offi~;als to proeeed into 
Canadian airspace if -necessary to locate the . intruder .. 

, 

, 

, 

,. At 0404, SAC command. Center informed NrICC that the a=y helD 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s). 

5. A similar incident was reported at Loring the e~ening of 
28 October 1975 • , 

, 

Distribution: 
CJCS (5) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 ' 

, J-32 
J-32A 
J-33 
J-34 
J-35 
J-38 

, , 
• , , 
• , 
, 

CSA 
CNO ' 
CSAF 
CMC 

, 
{ 

, , 

:,;( 7/~ -<' ./ c ,,'- <-:~ 
• C. D. ~DBERTS, JR. 

Brigadier General, USHC 
PeputI Director for 
operations (NMCC) 
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DDC 
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U?DJ:.T~ 

~ ,. 
; - ' , Get 

. . -

• --c': " 

.. - 'I ... . ""'~ . e ... ~ : "''-' 
re!'o=t from 

. . ' -':" . ..... ,.._- .:. -.. _." ____ ._ L. - ' . ,. _ -r ·--
... :..,Q\,o_";; ;' 

. . , - .... ~· r - - .:---" --- : 
• -- c~ ... - ., . .. -•• • .. -: .. -. . n ' - • pc ...... -- '- • • -:;,,-• • L .... 

L ,..- · -..., ..... ... ". -
":;:" .: : 0 :-;«:- h ::.. ::. ~ =c, ?: ~r ) an,!i ~= brief ly i :-, p:,'c:-:ir:it.y to a \ . .' C'-i'!?C::1S storal?e 
:::.!:ea . . ; ~-:~T.":p~t to !ocai:e c:- ice;n~i: y t he i r.";.n~c.i:",!:g heliCo?"ters ~y 
"~. ,'".="'Y ::.tiClr,a ; G\l al·:: h~lic"?ter ",,,"c ·"~5uCccs":' ·"l. S i gi".tinc;s c! 
't~e ...::. i:::::e i,ti!ie= h e!ico:::':.e;= (5) v;:ere lirr.it.ec tC"! security qu,",ras. ,.. 
~iT. ij.?= ,in c i oE: 'I"': ~ \.:it!'-. a sincle helicC''!:rter occ'U::.-red c,'.!rinq ':.~E: e.a:-ly 
mo=,::;':lg 0: 22 Oct 75. Permission has been grantee. by Canac.ian 
a-.;t.:;c=ities to give pursuit into Canadian airs?~ce if si.!bse\:!iJent 
cont.a.ct is etfectccJ. by U.S. helicopters . 
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;"S OF 291300 EST OCT 75 

. (#> At ~??=c:-:ir.,ately 29010 (1 ~ST Oct 75, one l..:::1identi::'ec. 'beli
cc?t!!r \·:as sighted 300 to 500 metErs from the: ... .'e.a?or.s sto!:'2ge 
a=E:Q. at Loring Jo..FS, r-:a.ine.' The helicopter vias at en alti.tuae 
of 150 feet and penetrated Loring nFE. An attem?~ to cor-tact 
and identify the intrurling helicopter ~as made by an Army 
National Guard helo, and ~as unsucce~sful. At 290300 EST the 
helicopter was sighted over the we~?ons storage a=e~ and the 
hrr:.y 'l\' ctio:'lal Guard helicopter again respcncec to make CO:1't.act 
but \0.'25 u~succesful. Loring has coordinated with the Pt.aine 
State Police and the Royal Canadian r-1ounted Police and pla:15 to 
p-.:.r$ .... e i nto Canada, if necessary, if there is a reoccurrence. 
(SCURCE: ~2 B\tl OP LORING AFB 291140Z O:'T 75).) 
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• 

AS 0: 292200 =:ST DC':' 75 

--------
, 

290100 ~ST Oct 75, one u~icentified helicopter 
~:as sig~~ed 300 to 500 meters =rc~ ~he wEapo~s s~c~age area at 
: .... o:-in; .:'~E, l':aine. The helico?te!." 'Was at an altitude of 150 feet 
e::.:1C penet.::atec Lo=ing APE. JI_'"1 attem;:::t to contact anc. ident.ify the 
intrudinc helico:lter ,,"'as made bv a:1 J..rr.l' .... National Guard helo. and 

~ - ~-

... ·as unsuccessful. At 290300 EST the helicopter .... ~as sighted ever 
the \o.'eapons storage area and t..~e Arr.;y l~ational Guarc helicopter 
again re.sponded to ma}:e contact but \.;as unsuccessful. The CSAF 
(Ops Div) has requested that the Army NG helo be providec until 
300800 EST under the following conditions: To track and identify 
the intruce=: no apprehension to take place; the Canacian Border 
-",'ould not be crossed: and civilian police on board \,'ill be for 
corr .. "7lO .... >'1 th Sjrounc ur.i ts only. The request is under consideration 
by 1·1G Sni.t'in, DA Director of Operations, DCSOPS. Cel Bailey, !'~il 
i~ to SDecial ;:.sst. to SECDr:: IC-EPSECDEF' has been ad-.. isec of the , . . 
s_ ~ticn shoulc :)0;) up?rov~l be required. The Sta'l:e Departne:lt 
-~~-'~~a- "'s~ n.t':~_~ •. h-s be-- l'~-~ ~"~~,_~n~ 'SOT~~r~- '2 aI' C', _.:;,,;... ....... _. '-'\.: ...... _""- ........ 1.,;... '" ,.;., • __ -' ...... _ ........ ,_..... \ 1.,;.,___ . ..... 

, -- SAC C? O?S C01-:T?C'lL 2919S';Z OCT 75) 
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DOD UPDATE AS 0, 300600 EST OCT 

. -- -_ .. - .... -_ .. -. .. ~.' 
-~- - ,- " .. . -- "" .- -' - ~ ,, --.- .... _-

At <:;P?:ro):i;:,,;:tely 290100 EST oct 75, a!"l ... micen~ified hel~co:·?ter 
sj.chte~ at an altitude of 150 feet a~ a??ro):imately 300 to 500 

• r..~te!'s f!,O~ a. ;-'-capon5 storage 21-ea at Loring h.F3, J'·iE. ht 290300 !:S'I' 
O:t 75. the ·~r. iu'=!'lt.:':fied helico;:::t;r ;..;as siqhted ever the \Oiea':JO~S .' . 
\o.!as 

] 
.. ...... . ... - 1" . 1 G ' ("Gl h ,. st,o:&:c.Se ,:;ec:.. n DO_1; ~ns ... ances, ~n J'.':',.I)' "at.lona ua=... ,,, - . e_l.-

co?~er !"es?':>:-I'':cc:, hu~ ... : a5 unu~le t.o contact or icent.ify the :':'1",:=\;~~r .. 
NG S!",i£::in, DJ.. Di::.'ector for Ops, DCSO?S, approvec the f:llJ .. o~·:i~:: 
?l"ocec-.a-es for any similar incident eff.ecti'V~ unt~l 300500 EST 

Oct 75: 

_ NG helicopter 
tF77D ) . 

anc crew placed 
• 
1n .. full tirr.~ training duty" 

• 

_ NG helicopter may enter 
Cani;cial'l authorities. 

Canadi an air St:l8ce \o .. i th consent of 
• 

_ NG helicopter e~.?lOJ1jTIent lirr.itec to tracking and identification. 

• 

- " 5 •• • 

• 

person;'lel 
., 1_ considered ;'lecessary 

ano Sorcer ?e t:rol \O;:i 11 

. 
{SOuRCE: 42 B'" CP LCh!NG .A:B 291140Z DC'!' 75; 
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DDO UPDATE ).5 OF 301300 EST-OCT 

.. . --.~ .. , -.. . . , ... ".,."=..,',' _._--. _-- .. --. _. -:-: '=',--,'.',', '._-

~) U~l' -'er"'; ~~~..:I ......... __ .1._-
. .' 
r.el:cO?t.~r 75, 290100 an • • 

--,~~""'v'''''''=''''e '\. c ____ ..••. , ....... _ . . -r. t 
at cn al~i~ude of 0ee+ - ..... -?·o··~-.""~'\· ~ _ c;... :- .... ' .... '" ....... -. 300 500 

2?0300 

Dc:' - --. - , 
\','E:apor:s 

t.he 
In 

sto=aqe erea at Lo=ing .h!'B, T-iE. J..~ 
heli::c?tcr -,.;as sightec. o'~'er 

i~stances, an ... - . •• _ !n\' - "';':"1' 0...,;>'1 G,,~-;I .,,;;.... .._- ........ _ ...... ( . -~ . . , , .. ~ , 
.. ·'e=..., ... ' .... c; . -.~ .. -.--
~ "" "I l' -.. _-

co:::-:-e-_ .... r·- ..... -...,..:;e.:l .......... "'a~ ··-:.'\-,'e to 
.. .'-
~ C-=>1"1-'",-" - -.. ---;; 'h ~_.e ir;truce!" . ,- ... .:...;:.::--'_ ..... '-, ...,;... ... ,- - ",,-, .... -..--

?roc~dure! ~:ere i~~!E~e:1ted to • 
':"_-c" '-_ c .• an:: 

shoulc i".: 
. . .' eVE:r,ing of 

Force 
;'1eli ccpte:: 
helico::>ter -
utilize a!l 
operations. 
NjI,''''"'/' -0'-) .. J_"- ~..I _ 

• 
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return cur::..n; ... ne 
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"I!OI'\ : , AF I XCOCOA. LOG s.up # __ l_-G __ 
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lentified 
.nON: -. 

• 

. ' • • 
• • lIell:copter 

• 

, 

Intrusicn 

• 

DkiElTlHE OF EVEiIT! 

30/2255E Oct 1975 
TINE REPORTED TO AFOC: 

30/2327£ Oct 1975 
, 

SAC (Lt COl~Giordano) reports that an unidentified helicopter 
'li,th no lights ca.r.te up over the back gate of ":urtsJr.ith and • 
hovered over the l]eapons Storage Area Zlnd then moved on.-

-.fiP.APCON had it painted for a short period. A tanker a'; 2700 feet 
haa visual and skin paint out over Ieke. Reron for about 20 miles 
heading SE. Ta.n.1cer reports he thit:::IT~ he Sil'''' a second skin"pa;nt .. 
Th~ tanker lost all contect about 35 Diles SE of the base Over 
the l~~e. T~nker is still flying tryjng to locate by meens of • 
telephonic search >lith FAA and RA!'COli. Increased. securi.ty . 

. i.nitiated at t~w::LsQjth.. ! ". . .. . 

; . 

. . .. . . -

31/0030E Updat!': Lt Col Gi.ordano (S~C Senior Controller) updates 
and corrects the aboveinforrnation as £0110"5: An unidentifi.ed 
10" flying aircraft came up over the back gate of Hurtsm;th ,and' 
.:as visually righted in the vic; n; ty of the motor pool. RAPCOlI 
showed several n; rc:raft at the time, one near the t·:s~.. (there was .. 
no hovering as previously reported). A ' tanker was dispatched and . 

. . h:ad visual ' and skL'l pa.int out oV,er Take 'Hu...TOn of a lo~", flyinc:; 
' .rcraft (with lights on) he~dirig SE at ,,-pproximately 150 knots. 

nker r~po=ts tha~ =he aircraft ap?eared to be joined by ~other 
~~rcraft (with its lights on also).- Tanker reports that both , 
aircraft then turned out their lights si~ultaneously, as if on 
signal. Tanker lost all contact "P?"oY.ir..at!!ly 35 NH SE of the 
base. Upon inioT'!!!ation that the ,De?t of ~iatural Resources sends 
out ~ircrAft searching for hunters spotting dear, the Dept of 
Na tc.ral Resources ccntact~d; bOl'.'"ever they l':!.aintaJ-n none of 
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.. -~ -· . - " · . ; ~!-l " ;:;e:l3 IItlle • LORING AlR FOIICE BASE M·Uht. 
• A! ~'l1Z ~ VISUaL SIGHT~~G ~, AN UNI0ENT%~laC D~JECT 

) .. ~:. ::.:; C~e ' 4111. NN~ D' 1.01141110 'PII. - . 
• ~ 1 
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~,s REPCRUD. 
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0445 EST 

• 

• 

- • -~lE!10RANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Army National Guard Helicopter Support for Loring APB 

-1. At 292035 EST Oct 75, LTC Dyer, Office of the Director of Operations, OSAF, -reques':ed tilat the Army National Guard (NG) helicopter and cl'ew currently located at Loring AFB, Maine, be made available to the Commander of the 42nd Bomb Wing until 300800 EST Oct 75. The NG helicopter would be employed to .track and identify the unidentified helicopter that has v.iolated the airspace in the vicinity of the weapons . stor!"ge area at Loring ,ME during thet early morning hours . of 28 .and 29 Oct 75 • . LTC Dyer stated that . international borders would ,not be~crossed, and ' that apprehensions would not he attempted by personnel embarked in the NG helicopter. Any civil police on board the aircraft would participate 

• 

only to 'the extent of communicating ''lith appropriate police officials on t he ground, "i th the latter singularly responsible roJ:' the appL't!h~n:!:j,.ion uf the suspect aircraft 'or cr~V;a 
• 

• 2. This request was relayed to HG Sniffin, DA Director of Operations, DCSOPS, at 292100 EST. HG Sn; f'fj n indicated . his intent to check with Army legal ' officials on t~e ~tter prior to making a decision. . 
3.. The SAC COHuuand Post was inforr.o.ed at 292050 EST of the request by LTC Dyer, and the fact that MG Sniffin was checking ~ith Army legal authorities. Col Freeman, AF Operations Center, was also infor~ed of the status .. 
4. Col Bailey, Mil Asst to the Special Asst to SECDEF/ DEPSECDEF, has been advised of the helicopter request should DOD approvAl be required. . 

5. The State Department Canadian Desk Officer has been kept informed of the situat~on. 
6. At 292230 EST MG Sniffin approved use of the helicopter with the following constraints: 

• • 

a. Track ing and . i~entification only. , , , 
b. Apprehension by U.S. personnel not authorized. 
c. No crossing of international borders • .. 

• 

-'.- . 

• 

-

• 
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, 
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, 

0" • 

-- , 

• 

, 

d. Only U.S. personnel, preferably military, but including 
FBI, FAA, and Border Patrol representatives if necessary, 
will be on board the NG helicopter. 

7. l·!G S:1iffin will initiate approp::-iate action to pla~e the 
Army NG helicopter 3lnd crew O!1. "Full Time Training Du~yl' 
(FTTD). In essence, the NG helicopter will be federalized. 

, 

8. OSD, througb Col Bailey, has been advised of the approval 
and constraint.s in this situation and has stated OSD bas no 
objections to the action. . 

, 

- . _. 

9, At 292249 EST the 000 (NMCC) established a con~erence call 
with SAC (MG Burkhart), AFOC, AOC, and Commander '2nd Bomb 
I~ing, Loring ' AFB informing them of the approval to USe the Army 
NG he~icopter with the constraints 1isted in para 6 above. 
Commander 42nd Bomb ''ling stated that there was no utility in 
using ' the helicopter if it couldn't cross the border. Air 
For~e representative LTC Dyer was brought into the conference 
and stated that AF had no objection to the border crossing. 
At 2.9~300 EST the DDO . \NMCC) info=ed MG Sniffin of the border . 

- cross~n9 issue. . . . . . 
, , ' " 

10. At 292325 EST MG Sniffin informed the 000 (NMCC) that ". ,, ' • 
. approval was gra.ntee! 'for t..'l.e l'!G helicopter to cross the border 

with the consent of Canadian authorities. The 000 (NMCC) 
assured MG Sniffin that the Canaeians were cooperating and 
h~i! .... l-e-,:I .... ~';"'·""n co-se-· ·0 ----- ........ e bo-~=~" __ c.;. .. ..._~ ~....... .....u ~... ... ... ~.a::o L..J.~ ......... ~ ...... 

,11. At 292334 EST another conference call was convened by 
, 

the 000 (~'MCC) with the above conferees, (para 9) info~ng 
them of the Authority to cross the harder if necessary.. There 
were no further questions and all ·conferees were satisified . 
with the procedures established for the ernployr.ent of the NG 

- helicopter. 

Distribution: 
CJCS (5) 
035 (3) 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-32A 
3-3·3 
J-34 
J-35 

. , 
, 
• , 
, 

I 

, , 

CSA 
CNO 
CSAF 
OIC 

• - ... 4 • 

C. D. ROBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, USI1C 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

, PA REP 

• 

, 

I~ST HEH DESK 
NWSB 
N.'1CC BRIEFER 

CR, WWMCCS OPS & EV7\L DIV 
000 (NMCC) 

, , ." . 
, • 

ADDO (NMCC) , 

ceoc (m-ICC) 
, 

• , 

DIA REP FOR N~IIC • 

, 

, 

• , 

, 

, 

, 

-

, 

-

-



--

• 

• • 

E-··CO---... . ,. .' , . ...... ""'_ . a_r. 

• 

, 

S T''':-D --- . "' ",.I. 

31231 7 EST, 
• , n~u tic.u.l . ' 

• 
D-O ,... ...•. --

" " " ' ,' ... ~ . . . .... . . 
--.~~. 

a vis'.lal"siCj;,ti':"!::, 
• 

miles ncrth .... 'est. 
: o. 
of 

}'S Of 

• u.uc,e . ' , c- ' no 
-' -- . rep~=tccl 

ale=t. hclo .:..o:.:.ng I -' LlUnc •• [!Cl to icier.titv 
• • • 

• 

o:~::oo "0" .. ; '.' -. , , 

• 

'"' ... ; ..1..._ : !.ec:! \:as -
'-9 r.. , 

object 
The 

but 

.. ' nalne. 
the t 

\.!:;1a ::'.l12 to ... ~ ' . ~ .. ' ;;;. :' - • • The 
a s 1 0\0,' 

=-Ie 

- , c.lert helo ~~s lau~c~~d at 
was 
Olel 
T:-tis ES T rcs'~ "''''S''' -.... .. -• to 

• ... ;as a • '" • ';'J ... • .. -
01 Co 2 • • !~O'V • -- 7 5) 

• 

• 
:il.OVl:1C; tars 

to - . _. ,.:1, 
, 
" e " C-- -_.1 ... 

• 

• • \ ... " t " •• 
:t,:..PCO~ . 

• 
o~j ~~. --- . (SQU?'C!: : 

, 
• 6 

.' 



--

AS OF 011300 EST ~ov 75 

.. -. 1CO""--- c1G·· .... rn 'T LD ... T~·G r:.:..J- .... :' .. -. _' .;~ .1...;..' r.. .,-.~ --
(I) At 3!2317 EST Oct, a vi~ual sig!-,ting of an unicentified obj?c~ 

\-:,;:5 :-epcrte:5. 4 nautic.al miles no!"tb ..... Est of. L:Jring P.FB, }~aine.. The 
alerT. helo at LOI·ing \·;as ls.unche~ t.o icentify the object b' .. t ·,,'as 
unable to· i7ia};e contact. The alert helo \';as launched again at O:Ol~o 

-EST l\ioy in response to a slav.' mo'\.~i..T}g target picked up by R.:'?CON .. 
This sor.tie \ .... as' also unable to make contact \-lith the object. (SO;JRCE:' 

42D Brl Ol0825Z NOV 75) 
. 

(U) A CO?), of. Iilessages received regarding unidentifiee aircraft 
flying ir. the vicinity of air bases \'~ill be fon,-arced to the 
!'iilitary Assistant' to the SECDEF. (SOURCE: MILASST TO SECDEF) .. 
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31 October ll75 
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~IU10RANDUH FOR RECORD 

Subject: Low Flying A; rcrdt/Belicopter sightings at 
liurtsmi th AFB, 11I • 

• 

1. The SAC Command. Post not; f; ed the 
flying aircraft/helicopter sighting'S 
Michigan at 302342 EST. 

NMCC of reported low 
at Wurtsmi th AFB, 

2. ' The attached 
sightinqs. . 
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eROl·j: 'AF/XCOCOp. 
t ur ncr - J 1\1......1 U I U 

LOG ~UP # __ ~l_-_G __ _ 

, 
• • • 

'enti,fied 
,nON: -

, 

" , 
• 

lIeli":opter 
• 

Intrusion 
Df. 

30/2255£ Oct 
TINE REPORTED 

• • • 

1975 
TO AFOC: 

t-?urtscfi th AFB, M.I: 30/2327£ Oct 1975 
• 

, 

S}>.C (Lt Col "'Giordano) reports that an Wlidentiiied helicopter 
\o~; th nc lights czme up over the ba.ck sate of '-:urtsrr.i;:.h Dnd .. 
hovered over the lleapons Storage Area and then moved on .. -

--RP~~CON had it painted for a short period. A tanker a~ 2700 feet 
had vi.sual and skin paint out: over Tr?ke· Reran far about 20 miles 
heading- SE.. Tan.leer reports he thinr~ he salol a second skin- pajn;. 
The tanker lost all contect about 35 Diles SE of th~ base OVer 
the lake. Tanker is still flying ~in9 to locate by means of • 
telephonic search >lith FAA and RAPCOlI. Increased, security , 

. initiated at 1~U%t:mjth. ! ".' .. --. ~ - ' 
31/0030£ Updat~: Lt Col Gi<;>rdano (SAC Senior Controller} updates 
and corrects the acove info=ation as follo>1s: }>.n unidentified 
101< flying aircraft C'ame up over the back gate of l'Iurtsltith and' 

• • 
>~s visually sighted in the vicinjty of the motor pool. RAPCOlI 
showed several ni rcraft at the time, one near the '-$}. (there was ... 
no hovering as previously reported). A -tenker was dispatched and . 

. f1...c..d visua.l · and skL"'l paint out ov.er V'ke 'E.l"p'''on of a 10;'7 flyinc; 
' .rcrait (with lights. on) he ... di.n·g S£ at approximately 150 knots •. , 
~~er r~po=ts that ~he aircraft &p~~red to be joined by another 

~l.rcra.ft ("i~ its lights on also).· Tanke.r reports that bo~ . 
aircraft then turned out their lights si~ultaneously, as if on 
signaL Tanker lost all contact approy.ir..at.,ly 35 N~! S£ of the 
b~se.. Upon infor.na~ion that the ,Dept of li~tural Re.sources sends" 
out aircraft searching for hunters spotting dear, ~., Dept of 
l~at\!r2.l Resources con.tacted; they Iaintafn none of 
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• 

1 \.o .. Llt!l! ZNZI 
3!Ct;l:~Z ,,::T 75 
J7~~e '.t Co '..'l! .~TS~!;H !'i!" I JJCOCiS 

7 E'·! /S:C :? :rOR:£ Sl'~TUS 

'I/S.C c~ LOGISr:CS 
':/£;(' C? F"!J~C~ 'STLTUS 

"':1.8.!r- ·C:I LOGISTICS 
~~ J.iC A/CS AF 

• 

• 

• • 

• • • 

~i<:'AA/US.t.F F\lO C;!'S eIV FT IlITCHIE -1':0 
• 

, _. 
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'~·t >/ifS • 

• 
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, 

• • 
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• 
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: ~L loS S:F"! ~D JO;!' R£o J: FF Y :lc-e:s I~ FO 34 C/- !~ I:!?:? ~ -3 9 ~E l.! NE n &- C2 1- 01 

- 1J3lfS2 esc ADVISE!) C"' - TfofAr THE SECU~!TY su~o AT aA:WGATE 

' OTTe) t~! UNIOt:"'T.IFI!C :'!'.:)C~frFLy.nIG LC:I :VEq THE s.c.St AT 

' !)~OX ti~2:JZ. !!'o:rTIIoL ~~C~T T: C? 5:.10 iHAT t.:qCtlAfT YlS ALSO 
• 

• 

i SEC\'V~C IN THE: '.'!CIN!TY O~ , \''SA HCW~VER. L.tT~q 9tOO~TS SAID nU.T 

lQ:~'\F"T C3S~):lVEC ~t.'r HAV! ~e:N A 1<C-135 IN THE LOCAL r-l.e.FFIC 

~TTE.'!"'. U 033CZ ' XC-135 SA!!) TB!T THn 'HAO' SKIN ~~INT£O ON 

:.O:'?' ':'f.; AI':IcaAJ:-T- 6 -112 MIL!S Nt OF ~:s!: SUT ~C!JL~ ~!OT S!)QT • 

:-r~ ,!e:C=l:F"i V_ISU:'LLY. .:LT II ~:lIJX 03SCZ l'Ht KC-llS '!)IC)(EO UP' THE 

" rO(~.T:=-!EO t.rR~:'FT tolE OF 'TrlE ' a:'SE Ai 4P'PrlOX :l!:!CI21 eN I. V:SUAL 

,~z :32 ~iJCSH!.J Z::!~B UfJCLl.S ' . \ 

rr - -::w~ .. I(C-135 SAl!:! H~ S:.U i:lO ~:r?CQ':FT IN A TP',Ht ' FORMAT10!-l ' 

,0 . . to"~OX IS::; !<ItS H<:AQl':G SOl.'1"H. ~C-13S S£ID H~ LOST CO:;TACT 

' !T'"'! T!-t£ 'C'C;?~AT!C~~ AT 04131 j,,'!TH TH~ ! U~-:CE.NTIF'I!:O !='ORX!T!ON CN 

-Io4E ~os~ 1:5/35 Y.C-135 T~!CV.ED TH! !IRCR!FT SOUTH TC - TH~ ~rCH. 

,. ·"'~3 ~o "F __ LO_' 
... . ..... .. _ . .... IL";:'!Iop 

KC-135 L~'IDEO YHEII · lo·n!"'!3. AR!A I:.t:O ;Sloe\( ~:ORTH TC THE' eASE J~l 

: ':'CH TI~r llf! Y.C-135 LeST V!SJAL sr:;~l!ING. 

:"U£l !'!)qOA~EO OI MI~r~U!0f5. !~vtS lIGATIONS IN 0 no G~ ES S. R ~p C~ T5 

:- 0 F"CLLC\.: AS II'lFO IS OST AIN~O . 
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DOC U?DATE: 

;.S 0: "r~ " .. 1975 

-
roo'" ~ .e ; ec' .- ~- ... - at 3023 42 tii€: 

6ircra~t/helicoD~e= ~is~~ing~ 

-'''C~'' T..r._ I.on \ 

• '- )' e-'- ...... -, ... t·.a S 

vis~al!y sighted 
soe':€rel c~;e:::~s 

, . " -, , 
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on 
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,,:c,-.e~ C.rea • '" .,.. , .,. - .. -
both visual and skin of 

airc~af t haf light5 0;-: 

piiint 
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0?RLP-3 302327 5 ir:1"J 1 t.z:r:eous 1y . (SO:'~RCE: 
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DDO U?Dr.'!~ 

. . 

u:o 5!G2:'ING 
• • • -

_'>S 00' G81';00 
• 

• 

~.--- ~,,-.~,' ~.., . -' --: ... 
-- . -

(U ) F=om CS0253 EST Nov 75 to OS042C EST Nov 75, l'1~1Ii'.stroi7, J.J'B ?-:T 
~nd fo~r SAC sites reported a series of visual ~~d racar con~ac~s 
.... i~"': ";~icer.t.i~ i ec flyi:".n; o:>jects. Several =epor~s from t.!1e s~me 
loca~~c~s i~c!~5ec jet engi~e soun=s associatec ~i~~ the c~se=ve= 
bri;~t ~ights. Two interce?tors scranbled from 2~th NO~~D Regio~ 
failed to make contact ,,"'i ~h the UFO' 5 .. -
(U) The UFO sightings occurred on ~n 'extremely clear night. Visibili · 
was 4S miles. Although northern lights will cause phenomena si~ilar 
:'0 t..'e !'eceivec. reports. weather services indicated no possibility 
of ncr~hern lights during the period in question. (SOURCE: NM:C 
~?R oeo.oo EST NOV 75 . 
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~PYOP.llY • • • 

•• • 

02 .. ""7 • 
• 

• .. .. . 

TH:.T tNF'Y Ioft.O ~F'rN "'T~·tNCF" nSUf.CT$ TN THF' C:;KY. $OMr "r:;ofCtrunrn 
:. V.TNO oF' Rts::n-LlJ\" 'nR. .. JF'CT L.'H!lF' nTl-lr~" prpnQTrn. · t Wf"LTCn;tTr.D 

• 
1.:itT ... A llt;HT at:. THF'RF' UF'"RF'" Nn HfLIC:OPTr.R~ AIOROflNJ: ,-T T~LT . 
TI .... _ , 

AHFII. IIF 'OLn TIF C:1TI7FW TT .Ut~ ONLY 
5Tt"" . L"n HAn TALKrn TO "F.HRAqAn TOl:"R H£ rrCI .Drn TO LOOK FOil 
HT .. <;r.L~. HF NOTTcrn AN ORolFC:' IN '}IF ~"Y' "'T"IL~R T·n A "TAli 
R t r; ['iF" Q A t.m IU? H;)'01 T F' Q _ H F" OF.' r. T nl!" Tn" CP L f4 At F' AN F":-' F R n 'i 
~HP'~O"HI ArR TO rNVF<;TTGATF. 

R. AT·nl~n HilS ON .H£ l~TH 'HE F~ TnOK ~F·AND PROCErnrn 

• 

I Tn A PClrN« AflOIIT .. n ,,,, NORTH OF .TEHPAN~ tllF 'TO r-rs · RRILt.I1NCr 
' T.HF· nR.r.CT "AS r A<;Tt. T VIS1RLr FROH 7n HIlF" A"AT. . . 

• 

• 

: I'" "THF F-ta APPRoACHFn A RANr.F OF. 2!i "" H£ ·lO!'T. ALL Ttl<;TRIIHrNTATIn ~ , . 
I ':Nr, r.O~I"IU~TCATTn~S 'UHF INn INTFRCOMI. Hf' ADOM" OFF "TUF . 
-INTFPC:FPT AND HFLnrn RACK Tn ",l!AHROKH1. IIHr" T.HE 1'-<1 TUII"fO 
, AVAT rlln~ T><F nRolFCT ANn ADPARFNTLY IIA" NO l nNG'ER A THllrn 
' Tn I. THF AlIICIIAFT REGlon.'tD ALL ·IN~TRU"ENTAT1nN AND COHo 

o _ • • 

"tJ'HeATIO"''''. AT ;01"0 HilS A <;[C'ONO F-~ liAS' lAlltlCHED •. T·HE . . ." 

P.'CV.<;FtTF" ACDUTIIFn A RAllAII LDCI( ON AT 27 ~.,." 12 O"CLOCK 
• • 

HT-" PO"I"-TON ~TTH THE VC 'RAn: OF' CLO~III1f" I U 1511 NHPH • . 
• HF pur.f" nFr."Ft"'En TO ·::>5 NIl THf" O~olf.CT HOVEO AllAY AT. A 

,n THAT VAS V1SIRLE ' ON 'fHE ".nAII '<:e0"" ANO ·STAYEn AT 25"". 
• • 

·C:.. · THF '-;'17£- (\1=" TNF" p.e.nAR RT.TCR:\: l:A~ CnHP,DOI.RLt TO :THJ.T Or 
• 7n7 TAN"FR. THf 'VTSUAL ~17F til': THr OR.lFCT UA~' OIf"F1CIJt.T • 
Tn · 'OY<;CFII" RFCAlI"'F nF ITS 1NT£"'<;E ·R"ILLIINCF • . THE · . 
l t1HO" TH.T ·tT GAvF ' nFf" VA<; ' THAT ' OF FUSH1"'" <;TROR£ LIGHTS 
!~RU'C;," IN A' Rf"CTtNr.IJLAR PATTrll" ANn ALT£""AT1"S Sl:ur. ·GII;""'. 
"FO ANn O"A"G£ TN cnLOR. 'TH,- Sf"U£NC" 0 ... TI<F L'1GHTS .II.!' SO 

• 
Flo·" ·T THAT I.I:.L TNF COLnIlS ' cnuLO BE srFN 'T ONcr. THF ORJFCI 
.",n· THf. PlI"<;IlING F-" cnNTn:nr.rl" O~· A COU":';F TO HIE SCIUTH 'OF 
'FHIIA" . UHF" .ANnTH!'"p RRlr.HTLY · Llr.HTf.n nRolFCT. FST1l1tTEn TO RE 
nNF HHF '1"0 0"'£ THIRn TH£ t"PARENT S171': OF THe: HCioN. · CA",-
nlIT OF THF ",I1G1NA1. OflolI'CT •. THIS. srCONn ORol; CT HEAOEO STRAIGHT 
Tnu'APn THI' F-4 AT A VF:RY FA<;T IIATE 01' SPEED. THE PILOT . . 
U'rFfoIPT"n Tn nilE tN AIt1-'.lfol1SSIL£ AT:THF nR.JE.CT 811T· AT · THAT. 
1""TLtJT HY<; IIEL"O"" CONTIIOL·PANEL .V'-NT nFF AIm HE LOST ALL 
C:-O""1I1J1C:UTnNS [UHF ·ANO IN:rr""HnlllEJ. · AT THT!> POINT THE· PIlOT' 
r-"ITu:rFn A TUIIIJ ANn NFGATrVF G .DIVE TO ' GET AllAY. ·AS · Hf" 
Tu''''rn THF nBolFA2 FFlL IN '''Art. :AT VHAT . APPF. AIlED' TO 'RE tROUT 
J-" "". All HE .cnNTINIIFO IN. HT<; TUIIN .. ,-"y. F""" THE PIlIHAII' 

FCT Til'; "'Ecn,," n!l.JECT "I'NT :Tn THF YNSIOr nF HIS · TUlIN THEN 
F"T11R'Nm TO THF' PRtMARY OR.,F"C':'T FOR' ,. pF.RFF.rr RFJOIN_ 

~Hn~~l¥ AFtER THr s[cnNn ORJECT JOr~Fn u~ YITU . ~HF 
• 

~IIY n~ol::CT U'nTHF.R nR.lrCT ."PPfurn TO ro~r. QUT nF THr 
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"TH~R' ~Tn!=' nr TNF' PQ1Ht.I1T nR.F.CT (;,C\lt.:G ~1P.·t.YGJ.lT O'01:I':.£T A : 
, ' 

(';':IF.lT RATe:: ..nF SPfr:n .. THF F-" C;;t['1..' HAn R'F'Ct. ,Nfn ~O"f1U':rC!.TTnN';' 
LNn TW1=' 1.!""t00NC;; .r:nI'HQOl PAt.!FL · ~NO lJATCH;::O T..,r neJ(CT :,PPRnAt:N 
TW,. GQ(')Iul"n t.II:TICIPt.TtNG A tARr.F £'XPln~TnN. "HI~ DRJF'CT :PPF'lrlr.n 
T,n CM'" Tn' II,<;T r.F:NTI.Y ON THF F.AIHH .. ~n , c,<;T ' . VERY RRIr.NT , ' 
l Tr.>lT, nv'-,,' AN AllrA nr AROIIT :>-3 KILn"'Tf'''<;. 
T>I, CRr" Ilr"CF'Nn.n FAnH THfTAILTITUIT OF' ~" TO" ISH £1m 
cirnTIN",n Tn nR"F'''Vr ANTI "AIIK .THF: : nR.Jf CT"" , PIl"IT.IDN. TH,Y , , , 

H .. n,,,o,,, 'OTrFtcIILTY IN AD.lII"TINr. THFIR Nlr.HT 'YI"IRILITY 'FnR , 
l .. ,riINr. "0 AFTrp n"1I1TING )fnl:>ARAn A "EU Tl"£<; THET 'UF,NT OUT 

, 

. ' 

rnD A "TDA'Yr.HT IN tANnINI;_ T>lr:IH' "." I LOT oF' IN~£DF'F'RF.'''cr 
"',,'THF IIHF ANI) 'F't.CH TIHF THf'Y PISSF.n TH:>DII"" A HAG. RHl!IIIG ' 
il1' 1"n nFG"'r no" rH"IAln THF:Y LO"T THF.'I" cn""UNICITJO"S '1I1Hl' 

• . -. 
, ' 

• 

, ' 
INn ', It:Trll">lONF:) ANn THe IN<; FUlCTlItTrn FPO" 3D nEGIIF:rS - 5D nf'r.AC [<;. 

, ' 

' T>lr· elf'F CTVTL ,r,TIILTNFII ,THAT UI" ,APPIIOIQjINr, "F:HIIIRLD DU'lINr. · TII1C; 
C;'HE T11'1f ' np""tENCFD COHIIIINICATltlNS FAIlUIIF IN :THF ,SLHF: 
.. tr:-IllltTT ~ I(YL<I 7111.111 RUT 'oro NtlT IIFPn:>T sr .. T,. ... INTT,HING. ' 

' ''H.Tt'F. THf' "-"'VAS ' ON' LONr.,-TNAL ,LP"I!OACH TW., CRF.V "tlTTCrD 
.... nT>lFI! cYLi"on. s~,r,Pf.'!l nB.,FCT "AROIIT1IIF "12'1;. OF A' T-BIRn 
r " In",'1 "tTl" ;':>Tr.>lT STFlny LIGHTS ON !"LCH FNO ule ' A F'L,r,"'Hfll : 

'HF. MInnr.F '. UHI' N our.1! 1.0 THE TouF II $T IT Fn THEREU AS NO 
,,,,.,,.-,, ' I(Nn"N TR ..... FIC IN T>lF ..... ,1_: oilPING ' T>I" UHE' THAT THF. . 

r>A..IF.CT """SFn avrR TH£' .:-. TNf:'. TOuF.II'llIn NtlT >I'VE A , YI"ULL' . 
tiN' TT RIIT "TCK"D IT liP AFTf'1I THE PILOT TOLD THEM TO LOOK 

• 
R'f'T"f'F.'N nil': >tnlrNTA TNS AND TNE ,RfFINF.'IIY. . . ' 

£'. 0.1<>1'.,1; 'DAYLIGHT TIIF: F_ CRFIt VAl' TAI<EN mIT ' TD' ,THE 
411. A T'N A J.lF'l'i,enPTFR UHrllF THF:' aRJECT LPPAPFNTL T, HLn , LUJOFD. 
"'OT>IJNr. ·UA" NOT.ICFri .IoT ' nlE "'POT ,UHF'I'F.T>lrT ,THOUGHT THE OB.,F.CT 
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• 

lA"nFD I ,A O:>Y l ... K[ RED I RUT AS ' THEY ' ClPt',tE n (IFf' TO. THE' . ' 
: ~'F.<;'T,' n 'F' TW. ~'"" THF:T PTCl(rn ilP A VFlIy NOTTCF.tRLE REEPEI! 
~rr.N'L. A'T" l'H£ PO'INT U>lI'RE Til" JOETlJIIN" IIAS TNE'LDUOFST '''I.S . , 

A' "'''AI,L ' .. tU,<;E ' ''ITII A G:'lIn,-". YHE'Y ' LAlm'D ANn A<;KEO THE PEOPLE 
"'ITHTN I"'T>lf',. >lAD NIITICEO ANTTHING STRU'r.F ' LAST NIGIIT • • THF.: 
"',npLF.' T'I~l(rD AROIITA LOun "'OlSE AIJO A VCIIV 1I;11r.HT LIGHT 
lIKF' LJr.>l'l"F''''JNr._ TW.· AI"CRA'F'T ;ANO AIIEJ. VIIF''',- THE DR.lF'CT IS. 

, 

, 
, 

• 

, 

, , 
RF'I.IIFY'F'O. "I) 'HAy! L.ANnF.'D ARF RF:ING CHfCKF.'n FnA ,POSSIRlE ,IIAOIATIIlN • . 

I • 

-• 
,"'''ULllnrn IIHEN IT A.COHES 

"·T 
: ' , ':' 

.7'1' II" 

p'lJO"rTY ' 

, , 

• 
, 

, 

MDRF. lNFOIIHtT ION 
AVAIlARLf'. , . 

, 

. .' 
• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

.- .. _ .-_ . 
UILL liE 

, 

• 
• • 

• • • 

2&7DB1~ ' 
, 

• 
• • 

, . 

• • 

• 



INFORMATION SHEET 

Number 78-1 

Prepared by: 

LFF-3 / Public Services Branch 
Office of External Relations 
NASA Headquarters 
Washington, DC 20546 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

The information contained here has been compiled to respond 

to queries on Unidentified Flying Objects directed to the White 

Rouse as well as NASA. 

NASA ~s the focal point for answering public inquiries to 

the White House relating to UFOs. NASA is not engaged in a re-

search program involving these phenomena, nor is any other govern-

ment agency. 

BACKGROUND 

In July of 1977, Dr. Frank Press, Director of Science and 

Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President, wrote to 

Or. Robert A. Frosch, the NASA Administrator, suggesting NASA 

should answer all UFO-related mail and also to consider whether 

~ NASA should conduct an active research program on UFOs. In a 

letter dated December 21, 1977, Or. Frosch agreed that NASA will 

continue to respond to UFO-related mail as it has in the past 

and, if a new element of hard evidence that UFOs exist is brought 

to NASA's attention from a credible source, NASA will analyze the 

~nexplained organic or inorganic sample and report its findings. 
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Quoting from Or. Frosch's December 21 letter: " ..• If some ' 

new element of hard evidence is brought to our attention in the 

future, it would be entirely appropriate for a NASA laboratory to 

analyze and report upon an otherwise unexplained organic or 

inorganic sarr~le; we stand rea~y to respond to any bona fide 

physical evidence from credible sources. We intend to leave the 

door clearly open for such a possibility. 

"We have given considerable thought to the question of what 

else the "United States might and should do in the area of UFO 

research. There is an absence of tangible or physical evidence 

available for thorough laboratory analysis. And, because of 

the absence of such evidence, we have not been able to devise a 

sound scientific procedure for investigating these phenomena. 

To proceed on a research task without a sound disciplinary 

framework and an exploratory technique in mind would be wasteful 

and probably unproductive. 

"I do not !eel that we could mount a research effort with

out a better starting point than we have been able to ide~tify 

thus far. I would therefore propose that NASA take no steps to 

estab l ish research in this area or to convene a symposium on 

this SUbject. 
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RI wish in no way to indicate that NASA has come to any 

conclusion about these phenomena as such~ institutionally, we 

retain an open mind, a keen sense of scientific curiosity and a 

willingness to analyze technical problems within our competence." 
• 

---------------------
Reports of unidentified objects entering United States air 

space are of interest to the military as a regular part of 

defense surveillance. Beyond that, the u.s. Air Force no longer 

investigates reports of UFO sightinqs. 

This was not always the case. On· December 17, 1969, the 

Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of Project 

Blue Book, the Air Force program for UFO investigation started 

in 1947. 

Th e decision to discontinue UFO investigations, the USAF 

saie, was based on: (1) an evaluation of a report (often called 

~~e C~ncon Report ) prepared by the University of colorado and 

entitled "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" (2 ) 

a ~eview o f t he University of Colorado report by the National 

Acace~y of Sciences: ( 3 ) past UFO studies; and (4) Air Force 

ex?er~ence investigating PFO reports for two decades • 

• 

3 
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As a result of these investigations and studies, and ex-

perience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 

conclusions of the Air Force were: ( I) no UFO reported, investi-
gated, and evaluated b y the Air Force has ever given any 

indication of threat to our national security~ ( 2) there has 

been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force 

that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent 

technological developments or principles beyond the range of 
present day scientific knowledge; and ( 3) there has been no , 

evidence indicating that sightings categorized as l1unidentified" 
are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and cont=olling the program for investi
gating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation has been permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives 
and Records Service, Bth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N . \~. , 

Washing ton, DC 20 40 8 , and is available for public review and 
'analysis. Those wishing to review this material may obtain a 

~esearcher's permit ~rom the National Archives and Record 
Service. 
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Also available: 

Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects. Condon 

~e~crt study conducted bv the ~niversitv of Colorado under con-. ~ . -

trac~ F44620-76-C-0035. Three volumes, 1,465p. 68 plates. Photo-

duplicated hard copies of the official report may he ordered for 

S6 per volune. $18 the set of three, as AD 680:975, AD 680:976. 

and AD 680:977, from the National Technical Information Service, 

U.S, Department of Co~erce, Sprin9field, VA 22151. 
, 
, 

Review of University of Colorado ReDort on Unidentified 
• 7 

Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel of the National 

Academy of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. 

?hotoduplicated hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541 

frot". t.he National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department 

of Coorne~ce, Sprinqfield, VA 22151. 

---------------------------------
aware of the many tlFO reports I!\.ade in recent years. 

.However, the " , ma]orl.ty of inquiries to NA£A concerning UFO sight-

ings address themselves to the reported sightings by astronauts 

during Earth orbital and lunar missions and the report by 

Presice~t Carter while serving as Governor of Georqia. 

, 

, 
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During several space missions NASA astronauts reported 

phenomena not immediately explainable. However, in every 
instance NASA satisfied itself that what had been observed was 
nothing which could be termed abnormal in the space environment. 
The air-to-ground tapes of all manned ~issions are available • 
at the Johnson Space Center, Houston, for review by the serious 
researcher . 

On" October 12, 1973, while serving as Governor of Georgia, 
Mr. Carter responded to inquiries from the NAtional Investiga-
tions Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) saying that he had 
seen a bright, moving object in the sky over Leary, Georgia, in 

. 
October of 1969. He said the object was visible for 10 to 12 
"inutes and, at one point, shone as brightly as the Moon. The • 

regional NICAP repres~ntative investigated the sighting and 
reported there was no evidence to support anything beyond placing 
wha t Mr. Carter saw in NICAP' s "unidentified" category. However, 
it has been suggested by some students of aerial phenomena that 
Mr. Carter .may have viewed the Planet Venus which, at certain 
times, may appear many times brighter than a star of the first-
magnitude . 

Since NASA is not engaged in day-to-day UFO research, it 
does not review UFO-related articles intended for publication, 
evaluate UFO-type spacecraft drawings or accept accounts of 
UFO sightings or applications for employment in the field of 
~rial phenomena investigation. All such material will be 

returned with NASA's thanks to the sender. 

.. .-
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A number of universities and scientific ~rganizations have 

considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. 

In addition, a nunber of private domestic and foreign groups 

continue to review UFO sighting reports actively. Some of these 
, 

organizations are: 

, 

(1) National Investigations Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena 

John L. Acuff, Director 
Suite 23 
3535 University Boulevard, West 
Kensington, MD 20795 
(301) 949-1267 

(2) The committee for the Scientific Investigation 
of Claims of the Paranormal 

UFO Subcommittee 
Robert Sheaffer, Chairman 
~805 McHillan Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 2091~ 
(301) 589-8371 

(3) Aerial Phenomena Research Organization 
James and Coral Lorenzen, Directors 
3910 E. K1einda1e Road 
Tucson, AZ 85712 
(E02) '93-1825 

(4) Mutual UFO Network 
T"ial ter H. ]I..ndrus, Jr., Director 
103 Old Towne Road 
Seguin, TX 78155 
(512) 379-9216 

(5) 7he Center for UFO Studies 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director 
924 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202 
(312) 491-1780 

February 1, 1978 
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By James Oberg 

F 
ncllOl"l oerween science and fty

ing SillJCers has gel'\eraled a bliz

zald of sparkS over the years . 

Tne sIdes are well oefined: Estabhshment 

SCientISts tradrtionally drsmiss UFO data 

as fancifullictlan, wMe UFO enthUSIasts 

ponray Il'Iems!lves as OU1C&SI Gali1eos, 

pro~lf'Iets 01 a new sc,entif,c revolution. 

Advocates 01 Urudenlified Aying 0b

jects Insist WI mey are onto some exlraor· 

dlnary pnenomenon unac:countab~ by 

contempOr~ry soence . The lavonte t!'leary 

invOlves allen soaeecrltt. bUt grOWIng 

sphnter groups promote varK:xJs PSYChIC, 

inlerdll'T'oenSlona1. croSS-temporal, eon
sp"alOnaJ. or even mote bizarre hy

palnes!!s. Whatever II is. UFO enll"lusiaSlS 

asse'" the confIrmation Of extraterrestnal 

'ngs Could be a key to the next great 

3ktnrOUQIl In human I<nowleOge. 

,."ew could argue suen a premIse. 
Early In 1977, the wire servICes reponed 

tnal astronomers rIOW 'aV\)( sett-ntltic Sluo.

les 01 UFOs. Aecoromg :o The New Yor" 

Times. 'urudentlfled flyrng Obrects should 

be In ... estrgatea f\.Jrttler. a malOtlty of 

trarned aSlrOnorT'Mca! ooservers said in a 

survey disclosed recentty" 

Closer anatyslS shOwea thaI the prlVale 

pfo·UFO survey actually mean! mal only 

Ol'le-qual1er 01 thOse DOlled responCled 

thaI UFOs "certamly" or 'prooably' de-

serveo :.:UOy ...... lth a few more agreeing 

that they "possibly' Cl:esetved study. More 

to the point. onty on~er of 1 percent 

01 the astronomers thought that UFOs 

were imoortant et'\O\Jgh to warrant their 

personal anentlon. 
But the poll d id nevertheless seem to 

bestow some measure 01 scientilic re

spectability 10 lhis topiC. prl!Yio\JSIy rank&d 

among the lunatic Irlnge. 'The poll was 

symPtomatie 0' the changing image of 

UFOs. and the new s:.tus 01 UFO re

searchers. 
Aher rtvee decades 01 exuberant if atM

. teurish lieldwork. Iurious pfC)Qagandtzlng. 

and aimless theorizing. a numbel' 01 UFO 

groups ha .... finally begun to ptay the 

game USIng Mas at science. Acce~ing 

the Duroen 01 prool. they ha"'e mounted an 

impressive SCientif ic program designed to 

demonstrate. finally. thaI UFOs exist. 

On a dark hillside In Texas. white

urulormed men morUlor a battery of instru

ments. noplng 10 catCh and tecotd the 

subUe physical etlects aUeoed to accom

pany UFO visitalions. In photographie 

IabOralOfleS across the country. data pro

cessing specialists analyZe compoterize<:l 

images of alleged UFO pl'lol:OQtaphs. 

seeking evtdence of forOery- and potential 

proof of autnentlClty. A computerized oata 

base In Chicago prints out partem analy. 

roes of UFO slgnnr'IQS, Seeking a signal 

behind the noise of 1housanos of annual 

repons. Pieces 01 metal picked up near 

aJ~ Ianding:sites unoergo spectra-

scopic examination in well-eQUippeO 

law.tones. 
These are lhe leehntQues ct science. 

.,pfied to a subjeCt lOng reoarded as be

yond the frinoes 01 science. But theSe are 

the techniQues that will prOduCe proof. if 

proof is possible . 
Standards are ,now tighter and tn. 

experi.,nce of UFO investigators grealer, 

so that many 'unknowns- hav. dimin

ished. More and more cases have been 

$dYed. but iI!ways a IractlOfl rernain un

soivttd. unexplamed. unidentified. This 

residue 01 unknowns is the baSIS for UFO 

enthI..Wasts' hope. SkeptiCS disaorH. 

saying thai inhefenllimitatlOnS in human 

perception. memory. and knOwledge will 

always introduCe 01 s~1I Militia! resQ.Ie 

01 unknowns. 
So what kind of data will sland up 10 sO

entitic stAndards. not as a lel'lover residue 

01 rnystem!lS but as a definitrv. list of 'e
corOed ... ·ents? 

LaYing aside the !)OSsibililies that afien 

ambassaOors wilt lano at t1'te WhIte House 

or thaltl'\e tabled 's"'cre! captured fty;ng 
hucer· wil l ever De rescued trom alleged 

governmental Obli"'lQ(I. hard evidence tor 

the ,eality and respectatl ility 01 UFOs TT'lV$I 

come from LabOratories now engaged in 

scientlfie research. 
The 'ProjeCt Starhghllnlernationar 

team. privalely bul generously tundtd by 

Son"le Texas rnilliOnllfes. has assembled 

an array of instruments mal could produce 

incontrovenible evtdence. They ~ cam
eras. raoar, speclfomelers. m.agneiOlTle 

ters. ra(Si81101"1 sensors . graVfIOrrW!lers , and 

a small laser beam 10 cQl'TVT\UmC8le Wltl"l 

exlraterrestrials Should U\ey t\apQen Oy. 

The Starlight UFO trap P'l1S now beln in 

lull operatiOn lor nearly three ytlers. New 

eQuipment continues to be added. indiJd

ing a /"ldlr sel and computeriZecI alel'l 

system that automatically telephOnes vOl

ul'lleer skywalcners In the vicinity 01 a 

computed UFO POSition. The system 

wonts well In onUs-bul n011'li1"lQ subst~ 

live has resulted. 
The most excIting recent e~'ents ha ... e 

dean WlIP'I a heree ..... OOClIICk mfeslallOn Of' 
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me I'ltUS10E where !he Starlight eQuipment 

.s 'mounted While-clad UFO watCl1ers 

Deno to me" tecl"I:"Hcal tasks amlO If'le 

tumes 01 Sulfur Dombs. They walch a sky 

I • alfplanes, meteors. SoJlell.,es. kItes, 

"IS, blrOs . baIl IlOhln'ng. migrating 

')!Own spiders. and mayoe. }US! 

maybe, somell'lIng else. But. as Starlight 

pfo,ecl director Ray Stanford told Col· 

leagues at a 1976 uFO conlerenee. °If we 

searCh lor ten years witrl what we"va got 

and we don't'lnd anything. then we',e go- ' 

il'l910 have 10 admillhat nothing is !"'ere.· 

One 01 the most visible aspects 01 the 

phenomenon 1$ a 'ijTowing cOllection 01 

UFO photographs. Whir. tI'Ie vasl majotity 

01 UFO sighting repons are made by hOn· 

est l)erplexed. onen reluctant witnesses , 

most photographS ate noaxes. To seoa

rate out the possibly authentic pnolOs. il 

any at all, experts use phOtoanatysis 

For example, Dr. Bruce Maccabee, a re

searcher fo(!he Nahonal InvesliglliOns 

Comtninee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP), 

has made denSitometric scans 01 a ta

mous 1950 photo Irom McMinnville. Ora

gon. The SCans support the Skephcal 

-Condon Comminee- conclusion Ihatlhe: 

pf"lOlo cOUld in lao be oj a large structured 

disk 50 feet or more in diameter. But,m

other expert, com pUler specla~st RObert 

SheaMer. concluded ttl.tthe phOto was 

made wlln a smudged lens and tnalthe 

oOleet appears 10 be hanging from an 

ead power line. Condon Commlnee 

igalors laler changed ItIeir minds 

...... agreec With Sheatler. 

Soeclalists a,tl'le "Ground Saucer 

Walch- (GSW) office In Phoenix al$o apply 

advanced dala processinO lechniQues 10 

phOlograptrs. Their work has raised howls 

01 protest hom traditional UFO groups be

cause many ollhe more famous photos 

have oeen denounceCl by GSW u fraudS. 

However. GSW has compiled a small liS! of 

phOtos thai Ihty suQgesi could be genu-

' . 
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Ine. Again, other researchers Cisagree. 

anCl SClentlllC cebale IS fag,r.~ on the va

IIdlry of sucn processmg lect"·:-:iQues 

Computer scientists have a lavonte 

proverb: -Garbage in. garoa,;! out· II 

means thaI bad mput cata Cil!'! be manipu

lated 10 produce nearly any output de

sired. but if will be useless. That. so f~r, 

seems 10 be the late ot UFO computerizea 

d~a baT'okS. since dala processing spe

cialists have crrticlzed them tor nOI having 

sufficienl control over the validity 01 input 

data. UFO prooonents. appealing 10 math

ematical formulas Irom inlormation lheory, 

claim that a proper comDUter program can 

filler oul the garbage and S!ft through to 

tha authentIC residue . . 

Nor have laboratOfias proauced any 

specimen that could not have been 0b

tained lrom ordinary sources on aanh, Ex

otic space metals or anitacts contmue to 

De reponed. but none hIVe passed Iha in

val1;gation of professional laboratories. 

Yet thase deCate. have Changed marte:
ed!)' from the days wtten UFOs were the 

tOQic lor screwba;U religious cults. nasty in

sinuations abOut witnesses' sanity and/or 

sOt)riety. and knee-jerk. gullibility. Today's 

arguments musl stand up to tnt time

teSled standards of scientific research. 

Perhaps [hey will fev •• 1 something, per_ 

haps not. But irs the only way to find out 

for sure. 

• • • 

In lignt oilhe need lor baner scientilie 

research about UFOs, il is pa!"liCUlariy 

fruslfating 10 read published reports that 

"NASA has rejected I While House f. 

Quest to reopan the government

sponsored research program.' But the 

reat Story IS not so open-aRO-shut as these 

pessimisoc accoums would indicate. 

Actually. the story began When Presi

dent Caner promised to release all UFO 

data, it electeo . Once elected, he discO¥-

erea lhalltle Al l Force'S -Slue BOOk' files 

were already being ceclassllied. ano ev

erybody cenled navl"9 any olner hies . 

'Caner's sCIence aaVlser. Of. Frank Press. 

was aSSigned the lask 01 answenng UFO

felated mail 'rom the pUblic.. A IkxIO 01 mall 

amved. cemanding thatltle • real sec rei 

tites· be released. 
Overwt'1elmed with Queries. Press asked 

NASA director Or. Robe" FrosCh il NASA 

might hanale fhe mail. In the tener. one 

paragraph innocently asked if NASA 

wOuld cOf'lSider convening a panel to de

cide if a new official investigatIOn was waf

ranled. 
Following several monlhs oj cons.ider

anon. NASA sail' lhat it could see no rea

son 10 unoenake'a new investigation. 

However. Frosch oltered to mak.e NASA 

laborllo"les available 10 analyZe any 

UFO "physical evioence"lhat might be 

submined. 
Six monfhs later. nothing has been offi

cially submitted. 

... 
If UFOs are alien spacecratt (and while 

this is the Ie.ding tneory, many Other 

schools of thOught have come and gone), 

iI's likely that eanh's spaceships may have 

been able to encounter them in CMef 

space. Stories have sprung up about hOw 

"our astronauts have seen them 1Oo!" 

In tact. each story can be traced bacl( to 

authors' misunderstandings. dislonions, 

exaggerations , or Just plain fabrications. 

There does no! appear 10 be a single case " 

on record 01 Amencan Of Soviet spacemen 

eneoumering anything .xtt~dinary 

in lerrps of normal spice occurrer'ICas. 

me most famous casa. howevef, con

tinues to thrive . 11 deals with a UFO seen 

by astronaut James McOivitt on tT\e 

Gem1r\i-4 mission In June 1965. McDtvin 

insists tria, the treer-can s~ ob;eO 

was iuSI anether man-made salellite. but 

some observers have suggested thai it 

was a glimpse of his own booster rockel in 

a nearby orbit. 
A -tadpole- PhOlogra;)h was released 

by NASA soon after lhe flight. laJc.en tram a 

series of movie frames. McDivitt claims "e 

ShOt a lew exposures with two slin cam

eras, but they did not turn out. He didn'l 

tOuch Ine lTIOYie camera. and [he ~ of 

light released by an overeJiger photo lech

niCtan shows ooly a WIndOW r.flection, he 

in~s. 

APRO's Dr. Harder. however, insists ttll.t 

the "tad~a- really was the UFO. desprte 

what McDivitt thinks. ~nd that it w.s being 

propeUed Dy a plUm. )81. Of. Harder 

chooses to disregard the 85tronaUt's testi

mony and build his case on a lew trames 

of retlections . UFO believers can only 

nope Ihat most UFO ev1dence IS no! so in

subslanllal. 
... 

Posilive proof at a genurne UFO tncoumtt 

• , 



;:;OI,;IC De e.:lre'i'lely val\JaOle tor Ine enhfe "l"Tian fa:e, II coutO be ',"a ncr ally rewarO.ng tor me owners eltf'lal orool. Ana It couiO soell ftnanCi al ru.1"I 10f one prO/'l'bnent UFO skepuc- \Jnless. ot COlJrse. rte was " ~ delwe! lng Ihe proot. " alronal Enawrer . a weekly labiOid r." • .>aper witI'! a CIfI: ulallon mlf\e milkons . tlas a $UII'"IOln9 olfer 01 St million tor "oasHlve orool • The London·basea whls" key Danler Cuny Sark. LId .. recently unvelleo an even bigger pnze 01 orre million POunos Sterling . or abOul S I.BOO.OOO al me present ellcnange rale . Lesser awardS also are available In the lDsenee 01 positive prool. The Enovifef annually granls up to S 1 0.000 to Witnesses of a UFO II"ICIOent J1..Idgeo "most sciem.l~ cally valuable' by anmOepencent oanel 01 UFO speCialists (the "Blue·RitbOn Panel. " Se1! bOx). M O Cuny Sark has announced plans 10 award £ 1000 to lne best·wrrnen essay on the UFO problem. MOf~r. a numcer 01 Loncon bening hOUses have accepted various wagers on lhe Imminent viSlt loilons 01 extraterrestrials. But ltIe work:!"s most famous -anfl-UFO Del" nas oeen set fonh In the book UFOs E.xplamed. 
AlJIhOr Pnllip J . Klass . a Senior editor 01 AViation Wel!k mag U lfle ana If'le nation'S teaOlng UFO skeptiC. c laims he has chalIengeO UFO oelrevers -10 PlJt thelr money ...-nere melr mOlJfrlS are. - Klass nas offered :0 '""'v ~10.000 \0 anyone wno agrees \0 . II and wnen cer: a1f1 c rrteria are mel snmg Iha! a true UFO V!Sltat/OO has 

occurred. Every year until Ins: nt:>pens. 1M wagerer must pay Klass !~e s~ oj S 100 (up to a m.illlumum Or S 1:.00. alter ~cn payments c ease bul lt".e Del remams in force). 
Less lhan a dozen UFO en::'luSlaslS have signed \JO to dale. usua:y on inSIde inlOfTTlaUon lhal "lhiS year lhe government IS oorng 10 announce UFO COI'I1acts .... " Such predictions have appea!eo in print nearly every year lor a quarter of a cemury. but people Slill seem 10 believe them. Klass has become a linle riCher because 01 them. 

Only one UFO buff has maintained his bet in lorce , apparently more lor public:ity than persuasion. Stanton FriedmJln makes 
a tiving ot! tus 1Kture tours proclaiming the 
reality 01 UFOs, and he responded to Klass·s needling by lormany agreeing 10 me bel a lew years ago. AOOllionaIIy, Klass has ottered to buy backallcopll!s 01 his book UFOs EI(pJJIi~ If events prove his assertions incorrect. But pro-UFO scientist Rotten Mc;" 

Campbell has ClOne Klass one bener. He has oMtred 10 buy back copies of his book UFOiogy Irom anyone not satiSlied WIth it. prool or no prool. 
• • • Actually. Phitip J . Klass already had been sen1ng 011 muftimegaton detonations among the ranks of UFO believers. Miff.d when uFO ellpens In 196B ridICuled a ser,. ous (and Sllll tenable) sugges:1Or"l that many UFOs were actually ban ~vhtnino . me by nalure combalNe aviatlfln reporter 

lhrew I'lirnsel! InlO seflOUS Iflvesllgalions of wnat were tegaroed as the -best" CtaSSIC UFO cases. He otten dU9 uo startling (and embarrassmg) new evi~nce out rtas Decome a panan rn UFO circles ,Hynek retuns to appear together With him . and Hynek's "UFO tt itthoorapny" handout pOlflledly 'OflOfes Klass·s two bOOks). With the death 01 astronomer Donatd Menzel in 1916. Klass nas emetgea as the nallon's leading UFO skeptic. He spurns In. word "debunker," with its connotations of kne-e-jel1t dismissals and unorthodoll points ot .... ,.w. Instead. Klass anemplS to investigate UfO cases more deeply than might other researchers who have subconstioVs desrrlt$.lo actually find proof of extraterrestnal vi9ICorS. Concentrating only on the generally accia i~d "best cases." Ktass ott.n has exposed tne superficiality of work dOne by pro-UFO experts. In 19n, he p ned with OCher scienttsts and .ciuc:a10r5 in lorming the "CorTml1ee for the Scientific tnvestigation of Oaims of the Paranormal. - a orOUCl that has dttnounced easy ItCce,:rlance by the PUblic 01 allegedly baseless beliels in astrOlogy, the Bermuda. Triangle. ESP. "ancient astronauts.· ~d other ,so-eaKed mod.rn mythS. Klass heads a small but potent banO 01 skeptical investioatOfs called the UFO Subcornminee. At the very H!iasl. this group dem.nds tht trghtening of Siandards in so-called sClentilic UFOIogy. The level 01 carelessness of many pro-UFO ex" perts has ma~edly declined. so progress is being maO!. 00 
THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING 

Cenler tor UFO Studies (CUFOS). 1909 $herman Suite 207, 
EvanstOl'l. IL 60201 . Sell, slyleo pinnacle of UFO actiVities, this 
Sf'lall QfOVO generally depends on other oroups tor data. Dr. 
Allen Hynek does the publiC acoearances anO tuna rals!ng. 
Wfllie researcher Arlan Henory carries out actual coordinatloo 
ano ,n·oeOITl mVesllQal lon Two Du~Jications . CUFOS 
'Juanetly Bulletm . S l Si yr.: and Intermlrionai UFO Reporter. 
31 Zly' 
.!I.enal Ptlenomenon ResearCh Org.nlzatjon (APRO), 3910 E. 
<lelndale. Tv c:soo. AZ 85712. Among tne longesl suf'lfl .... mg 
)FO groups (represented m SO covmnes), APRO IS helQ to
'emer oy tne dedication Ol lIS colOlJndet5 Jim and Cora! 
)renzen, wno nave recently leO the grouo to speciJllJ.ze 
:rnlcs sa y monOOO!lze) In "UFO aDducl10n CiiSes." APRO 
Jl/e lln . S101yr. for 12 Issues. 3tional tnvestigaltons CommittH on Aerial Pllenomena (NI
':'P). Suite 2J. 3535 Urnversity Stvd., Kensmgton MO 20795. 
·other 010 glovp. unfortllnatefy in a do .... n.'lill Slide follOwing a 
cade ot orgamzal ional in-frOhting. NlCAP Bullefm , StO/yr. 
:~ UFO NetwOtk (MUFON). 103 Oldlowne Road. SeQum. 
78155. A v!QOfOUS. expanding group acting in concert With 
FOS. MUFON UFO Joornal. S81yr. .und Saucer WatCh (GS'H). 13238 North 7th Drive , Pl"tof;nix. 
35029. HII;nly profeSStOflat organlzatiorr (membership by 
alrOn only) . wrucn aophes vIgo rous sCientIfIC standards 10 
tnVesllga trons Quanerly !puma' Iree wlm membership. 

eel Slarlrgnl lnlemahonal (PSI), ?O Box 5310. Ausun TX 
::: 3 Somewna! mysrenous oroanrzation W ltn the beSI array 

" 

• • of gaa;'ls yet assembled 10 measure UFOs jf only they 
could find one. Irregular bullelln sent In exCha~ for cash 
donauons. Comtnrt:" Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS), 191 E. 161s1 St. , 
Bronx NY 1045' . New oflshOOt of G$W, this small group is us
ing FrH':1om ol lnlormatlon SUItS to extract alleoealy secret 
hypothetical government "UFO files." N~ner SlO1yr. 
20th Centvry UFO Bureau. 756 Haaaon Avenue. Col
lingswOOd, NJ OS loe. This group. assoclale<J wilh Or. Cart 
Mctntyre's -20th Century Reformation Hour: believes that 
some UFOs ar, anget6 and signs of the imminent Second 
Coming. However, other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse 
people !~st mey recognize me angels. UFO Subcommlnee 01 the "CommittH fot the $eienlific: Inves" 
tigation of Cairns of the ParantJi",a!. - 923 Kensington Avenue, 
BuffalO. NY 1 4215. Thelirst formal organlzatroo 01 UFO skep
tics. whO lackle th'"best UFO cases" on record. otten with 
spectaCular success. much 10 the dismay of most UFO buffs. 
Reports of acllVities art included in the Comn'littee PUblication 
The Slfeptic.aJ Inquifer (formerly Ze/eVc), S 12Jyf. 
The NoanaJ Enquirer's Bfve; Ribbon P.net of UFO expens 
(whO review "best cases· for cash rewards). Two regular 
membe:-s (James Harder and Leo SPlinKIe) I re joined by a 
Chan9i~ ccare 01 obscure -UFO experts ."lnclvdrng this 
year's ~·.;Ua rd Armslfong and John 1... Warren. Mote respected 
UFOIg;:sts have declined offers of memoershlp , Send contest 
entries !c UFO REWARD. Nalional EnqUirer. lanlana FL. 
33464. ,;n entries Will be evaluated. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Throughout the latter half of the twentieth cenrury the subject of Unidentified Aying Objects (UFOs) has evoked strong opinions and emotions. For some, the belief in or study of UFOs has assumed the dimensions of a religious quest. Others remain nonbelievers or at least skeptical of the existence of alien beings and elusive vehicles which never quite seem to manifest themselves. Regardless of onc's conviction, nowhere has the debate 
about UFOs been more spirited than over the events that unfolded near the small New Mexico city of Roswell in the summer of 1947. Popularly known as the Roswell Incident, 
this event has become the most celebrated UFO encounter of all time and has stimulated enthusiasts like none other. Numerous witnesses, including fonner military personnel and 
respectable membcls of the local community. have come forward with tales of humanoid 
beings, alien technologies. and government cover-ups that have caused even the most 
skeptical observer to pause and take notice. Inevitably these stories coming from the 
desert have spawned countless articles. books. films, and even museums claiming to have 
proof that visitors had come from outer space. 

In February 1994, the Air Force was informed that the General Accounting Office (GAO), an investigative agency of Congress, planned a fannal audit to ascertain "the facts 
regarding the reponed crash of an UFO in 1949 [1947] at Roswell. New Mexico:· l This 
task was delegated to numerous agencies, but the focus was on the U.S. Air Force. the 
agency most often accused of hiding information and records on Roswell . The Presidential Science Advisor had also expressed an interest in the investigation. Thereupon. the 
Secretary of the Air Force directed that a complete records search identify, locate, and 
examine any and all information available on this subject. From the outset there was no 
predisposition to refute or overlook. any information. Moreover, if any of the information 
discovered was under security classification, it was to be declassiflCd, and if active or 
former Air Force officials had been sworn to a secrecy oath. they were to be freed from it. In short. the objective was to tell the Congress. and the American people, everyrhing 
the Air Force knew about the Roswell claims. 

Subsequently, researchers conducted an extensive search of Air Force archives. record 
centers. and scientific facilities. Seek.ing information that might heJp to explain peculiar 
tales of odd wreckage and alien bodies. the researchers reviewed a monumental number 

1. Memo. Marcia 1. Van Note . OODJ1G, for Distribution. subj: General Accounting Offtce (GAO) I...euer Daled February 9. 1944 . ..• Feb 23. 1994. 

I 



of documents concerning a variety of events, including aircraft crashes, errant missile 
tests, and nuclear mishaps. 

The researchers reported to the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force 
(SAFI AA). the office responsible for both Air Force records and security policy oversight. 
Within SAF/AA. the tasking feU to the Director of Security and Special Program 
Oversight and its specialized subunit, the Declassification and Review Team. This team, 

. comprised entirely of Reservists, was well versed in the Air Force' s records system and 
its complex declassification procedures. Previously, Declassification and Review Team 
members demonstrated their expertise and effectiveness by declassifying millions of pages 
of Southeast Asian War and Prisoner of War-Missing in Action records. 

As this study makes abundantly clear, the Declassification and Review Team found no 
evidence of any extraterrestrial craft or alien flight crew. In fact. what they did find had 
been declassified for more than twenty years-a shadowy. fonnedy Top Secret project, 
code-named MOGUL. 

Project MOGUL resulted from two important post-World War n priorities set by the 
Conunanding General of the Anny Air Forces, Henry H. "Hap" Arnold. lbese were to 
continue the cooperative wanime relationship between civilian research institutions and 
the military. and to maintain America' s technological superiority, especially with respect 
to guarding against a bolt from the blue-in other words. a devastating swprise attack. 
MOGUL addressed both of these concerns. Developed partly under contract with leading 
scientific institutions such as New York University (NYU), Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, Columbia University, and the University of California at Los Angel.,os;.
MOGUL's objective was to develop a long-range system capable of detecting Soviet 
nuclear detonations and ballistic missile launches. 

Anny Air Forces officials assembled an expert group of military and civilian scientists 
to carry out the project. The group included Dr. W. Maurice Ewing of Columbia 
University. a preeminent geophysicist and oceanographer; Dr. Athelstan F. Spilhaus, the 
Director of Research at NYU who later advised five presidents on scientific and cultural 
,matters; Dr. James Peoples, the Air Force's civilian project scientist and later editor of 
the Journal o/Geophysical Research; Albert P. Crary. also a civilian Air Force scientist, 

• 
known for significant contributions to Antarctic research: and Charles B. Moore, Project 
Engineer at NYU and an atmospheric physicist who pioneered the use of giant plastic 
research balloons still widely used today. Col. Marcellus Duffy. a respected Air Force 
pilot and scientific administrator, led the project. Capt. Albert C. Trakowski. a young 
Massachusetts Insticute of Technology graduate. followed Duffy in the leadership role. 

Detennining whether the Soviets were testing nuclear devices was of the highest national 
priority; it demanded the utmost secrecy if the information gained was to be useful. When 
the Soviets exploded their first atomic device in August 1949. the experimental Project 
MOGUL was not in operation. However, the explosion was detected by a specially 
equipped Air Force B-29 aircraft. Accordingly. MOGUL was conducted under stringent 
security-secluded laboratories, code words, maximum security clearances, and strictest 
enforcement of need·to· lcnow rules. Nevertheless. while the nature of the project remained 
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shrouded in secrecy, some of its operations obviously could not. The deployment of giant 
trajns of balloons-over thirty research balloons and txperimentaJ sensors strung together 
and stretching more than 600 f .. t-could be neither cmguised nor hidden from the public. 
Moreover, opelational necessity required that these balloons be launched during daylight hours. It was therefore not surprising that these balloons were often mistaken for UFOs. 
In fact. MOGlJL recovery crews often listened to broadcasts of UFO repolts to assist them 
in their tracking operations. Additionally. the balloons were unsteerable. leading to such amusing events as the one reported by the New York Times in which a secret MOOUL balloon "floated blithely over the rooftops of Flatbush . . . cansing general public 
excitement .. . before it came to rest on top of a [Brooklyn] tavern:" In another episode, 
MOGUL balloon recovery technicians directed a B-17 bomber, which was tracking onc of the tests. to buzz and scare off a curious oil rig crew that was about to "capture" a 
balloon train that had fallen near Roswell. 1be n'se work.ed. However. too much activity 
was going on for the project to remain completely hidden. A MOGUL project officer later 
noted. "It was like having an elephant in your backyard ... and hoping no one would 
notice.,,3 These occurrences were typical. leading the recovery crews to describe 
themselves as Bal/oonaries, due to the predicaments in which the wandering balloons 
sometimes placed them. but the infonnation the balloons were attempting to obtain was vital. 

To attempt to limit unauthorized disclosure. the Air Force employed a security mechanism 
known as comparunentation. Compartmcntation controlled veess to classified infonnation by dispersing portions of the research among several facilities and institutions. Eacb 
participating entity received only enough infonnation necessary to acx:omplish its assiglkXl 
tasks. In the case of MOGUL. only a small circle of Air Forc:e officers received the 
intimate details that linked together these unrelated research projects. The use of 
compartmentation along with strict enforcement of the nocd to know enabled MOOUL to remain a secret despite its obvious security difficultie.s--and to remain unevaluated fOT 
many years as the cause of the Roswell Incident. 

The issue of comp3JtlllCntation was significant because some UFO researchers assert that 
the persons who recovered the MOGUL equiplhent.. members of the 509th Bombardment Group stationed at Roswell Army Airfield, should have been able to recognize the debris 
collected at the crash site as that of a research balloon. Although members of the 509th • possessed high·leveJ clearances. they were not privy to the existence of MOGUL; their job 
was to deliver nuclear weapons. not to detect them. The unusual combination of experimental equipment did not encourage easy identification that undoubtedly left some 
members of the 509th with unanswered questions. Some UFO enthusiasts have 
manipulated these unanswered questions to support their flying .. saucer recovery scenario. 
while eagerly supplying unfounded explanations of extralerrcs~aI visitation and cosmic 
conspiracy. Additionally. many chums of a flying saucer crash at Roswell rest on the 
description of debris collected at the Foster Tanch site. UFO researchers. including those 

2. New York Times. "Balloon Staagers Down to Brook1yn Tavern. Hooks Itself to Roof and Upsets Decorum." Oct I . 1948. 
3. N~w York Ti1MS. "Wreckage of a 'Spaceship' : or This Earth (and u.s.)," Sep 18. 1994. 
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who are said to have known all about MOGUL. apparently did not compare the 

descriptions of the suspect debris with that of the components of a Project MOGUL 

balloon train. MOGUL reports and documents that contain descriptions. illustrations, and 

photographs have been publicly available for at least twenty yean. Had the researchers 

completed even a cursory comparison, they would have found that the materials were 

suspiciously similar; detailed examination would have shown them to be one and the 

~ same. In the final analysis, it appears these individuals have pursued the convenient red 

herring provided by Roswell Anny Airlield. while the real explanation lay just over the 

Sacramento Mountains at the MOOUL launch site in Alamogordo. 

This report explains the events that transpired in and near Roswell, -New Mexico, in the 

summer of 1947. It is based on written documentation and flJ'St-hand accounts of 

participants, all of which are provided here in their entirety. While these answers are not 

as tiliJlating as ta1es of unearthly craft and creatures, it is a fascinating story nonetheless. 

JAMES McANDREW. 1ST LT. USAFR 

Declassification and Review Officer 

SAFJAAZD 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON OC 20330·1 000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

FROM: SM/AAZ 
1720 Air Foroe Pentagon 
Wuhington, DC 20330-1720 

SUBJECT: Report of Air Force Research Regarding the "Roswell Incident" 

Attached is a report prepared in support of a Geroaal A--."ting Office (GAO) IUdit that is seeking to identifY information c:oncel "ing the "Roswell Inc:ident." The report documents the considerable effort expended by numerous Air Foroe offices and peraonneI in this matter. 

The Air Force efforts did not identifY any indication that the "Roswell Incident" wu any type of extraterrestrial event or that the Air Force hu enga8"d in a 47 year c:onspiracy or "c:overup" of information relating to it. Therefore, it is '.SUllled that pro-UFO 810UPS win strongly object to the attached report and denounce it u either shortsighted or a c:o"tinuation of the "cover-up" conspiracy. Nevertheless, the attached report is a good faith offon and the lint time any agency of the government has positively responded ofticiaUy to the ever-<KII,1ing cI.illd surrounding the Roswcn maner. 

Attachment: 
Report of Research Regarding 
the "Roswell Incident" , 27 Sui 94 

• 
L. WEAVER. Col. USAF 
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REPORT OF AIR FORCE RESURCH REGARDING THE "ROSWELL INCIDENT" 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The "Roswell Incident" refers to an event that supposedly happened in July, 1947, wherein the Army Air Fon:es (AAF) allegedly recovered remains of a crashed "flying disc" near Roswell, New Mexico. In February, 1994, the General Accounting Office (GAO), acting on the request of a New Mexico Congivssman, initiated an audit to attempt to locate records of such an incident and to determine if recoids regarding it were properly handled. Although the GAO effort was to look at a number of government agencies, the appa"'''t focus was on the United States Air Force (USAF). SAF / AAZ, as the Central Point of Contact for the GAO in this matter, initiated a systematic search of current Air Fon:e offices as well as numerous archives and records centers that might help explain this matter. Research revealed that the "Roswell Incident" was not even considered a UFO event until the 1978--1980 time frame. Prior to that, the incident was dismissed because the AAF originally identified the debris recovered as being that of a weather balloon. Subsequently, various authors wrote a number of books claiming that not only was debris from an alien spaceoaft recovered, but also the bodies of the craft's alien occupants. These claims continue to evolve today and the Air Force is now routinely accused of engaging in a "cover-up" of this supposed event. 

The research located no records at existing Air Fon:e offices that indicated any "cover-up" by the USAF or any indication of such a recovery. Consequently, efforts were intensified by Air Force researchers at numerous locations where records for the period in question were stored. The records reviewed did not reveal any increase in operations, security, or any other activity in July, 1947, that indicated any such unusual event may have occurred. Records were located and thoroughly explored concerning a then-Top Secret balloon project, designed to attempt to monitor Soviet nuclear tests, known as Project MOGUL. Additionally, several surviving project personnel were located and interviewed, as was the only surviving person who recovered debris from the original Roswell site in 1947 and the former officer who initially identified the wreckage as a balloon. Comparison of all information developed or obtained indicated that the material recovered near Roswell was consistent with a balloon device and most likely from one of the MOGUL balloons that had not been previously recovered. Air Force research efforts did not disclose any records of the recovery of any "alien" bodies or extraterrestrial materials. 
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JN1RODUCnON 

Air Force involvement in the alleged UFO-related incident popularly mown as 

the "Roswell Incident" began as the result of a january 14, 1994, Washington Post 

article (Atch 1) which announced Congressman Steven Schiff's intent to initiate 

a GAO effort to resolve this controversial matter. Having previously been 

involved in numerous Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and Congressional 

requests on "unusual aircraft," to include Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs), The 

Director, Security and Special Program Oversight, Office of the Secretary of the 

Air Force (SAF / AAZ), believed the Air Force would become involved in any 

GAO effort involving this subject. 

Thus, in late january, 1994, SAF / AAZ directed its research/ dl'classillcation team, 

SAF / AAZD, to attempt to locate any official records relative to this matter. These 

initial research efforts focused on records at the Air Force Historical Research 

Agency (AFHRA), Maxwell Air Force Base (AFB), AL, the Air Force Safety 

Agency (AFSA) at Kirtland AFB, NM, and the National Archives and Records 

Administration (NARA). 

On February 15, 1994, the GAO officially notified Secretary of Defense William 

j. Perry that it was initiating an audit of the Depattment of Defense (DoD) 

policies and procedures for acquiring, classifying, retaining, and disposing of 

official government documents dealing with weather balloon, aircraft, and similar 

crash incidents (Atch 2). This notification was subsequently passed to the 

Depat buent of Defense Inspector General who in tum officially notified the 

Secretaries of the Services and other affected parties of the audit in a February 23, 

1994, memo (Atch 3). This memorandum indicated that the "GAO is anxious to 

respond to Representative Schiff's request and to dispel any concerns that the 

DoD is being unresponsive." These were the first official US Government 

documents that indicated that the purpose of the GAO was to review "crash 

incidents involving weather balloons and unknown aircraft, such as UFOs and 

foreign aircraft, and (2) the facts involving the reported crash of an UFO in 1949 

[sic, 1947] at Roswell, New Mexico ... [and an] alleged DoD cover-up." 

• 

An entrance meeting of potentially concerned parties was held in the offices of 

the DoD Inspector General on February 28, 1994. During this meeting it was 

learned that, while the audit officially would be reviewing the records of a 

number of DoD (and possibly other Executive Branch entities), the bulk of the 

effort would be focused on Air Force records and systems. The audit was 

officially given the GAO code 701034 and entitled "Records Management 

Procedures Dealing With Weather Balloon, Unknown Aircraft, and Similar Crash 

Incidents." Although this official title appeared rather broad, there was no 

misunderstanding that the real purpose was to attempt to locate records and/or 

information on the "Roswell Incident." This incident, explained later in more 

detail, generally dealt with the claim that in July of 1947, the US Army Air Forces 

(USAAF) recovered a flying saucer and / or its alien occupants which supposedly 

crashed near Roswell, New Mexico. When the USAAF ultimately became the 
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USAP in September, 1947, the USAF inherited equipment, personnel, records, 
policies, and procedures from the AAF. In this partiClllar case, the Air Fotce also inherited the allegation that it had "covered up" the "Roswell Incident" and has 
continued to do so for the next 47 years. 

Within the Air Force, the Office of the Administrative Assistant to the SeCletary 
of the Air Force (SAP / AA) is responsible both for information management procedures (SAP / AAI) and security policy and oversight (SAP / AAZ). Because of this ()lganization, SAP / AA was the logical entity to assist the GAO in its audit, and SAP / AAZ was officially named as the Central Point of Contact for this endeavor (Atch 4). Subsequently, the then- tive Assistant, Mr. Robert 
J. McCormick, issued a tasking memorandum dated March 1, 1994 (Atch 5), to a number of current Air Staff and Senelariat offices that might possibly have 
records related to such an incident if, indeed, something had actually occurred. This search for records was purposely limited to' Air Force records and systems • smce: 

(a) The Air Force had no authority to compel other agencies to review their records; 
(b) The Air Force would have no way to monitor the completeness of their 

efforts if they did; and 
(c) the overall effort was the task and responsibility of the GAO-not the Air Force. 

During the in-briefing process with GAO, it was leallled that this audit was, indeed, generated at the specific request of CongrEssman Steven Schiff of New Mexico. Earlier, Congressman Schiff had written to the Department of Defense Legislative Liaison Office for information on the "Roswell Incident" and had been advised that it was part of the former UFO "Project Bluebook" that had previously been turned over to NARA by the Air Force. COllg'" ",man Schiff subsequently learned from NARA that, although they did, indeed, have the "Bluebook" materials, the "Roswell Incident" was not part of that report. Congresoman Schiff, 
app.relltly perceiving that he had been "stonewalled" by the DoD, then generated the request for the aforementioned audit. 

• 

It is within this context that the follOWing research and assistance efforts were conducted in support of the GAO. This report is intended to stand as the finaI official Air Force response regarding this matter. 

TIlE "ROSWELL INCIDENT"-WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY REPORI"ED IN 1947 

The modem preoccupation with what ultimately carne to be called Unidentified Flying Objecls (UFOs) actually began in June, 1947. Although some pro-UFO researchers argue that sightings of UFOs go back to Biblical times, most researchers will not dispute that anything in UFO history can compare with the phenomenon that began in 1947. What was later characterized as "the UFO Wave of 1947" 
began with 16 alleged sightings that occumed between May 17 and July 12, 1947 
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(although some researchers claim there were as many as 800 sightings during that 

period). Interestingly, the "Roswell Incident" was not considered one of these 

1947 events until the 197&-1980 time frame. There is no dispute, however, that 

something happened near Roswell in July, 1947, since it was reported in a number 

of contemporary newspaper articles, the most famous of which were the July 8 

and July 9 editions of the Roswell Daily Rtcord. The July 8 edition reported "RAAF 

Captures Hying Saucer On Ranch In Roswell Region," while the next day's 

edition reported, "Ramey Empties Roswell Saucer" and "Harassed Rancher Who 

Located 'Saucer' Sorry He Told About It." 

The first story reported that the Intelligence Officer of the 509th Bomb Group, 

stationed at Roswell Army Air Field, Major Jesse A. Marcel, had recovered a 

"flying disc" from the range lands of an unidentified rancher in the vicinity of 

Roswell and that the disc had been "flown to higher headquarters." That same 

story also reported that a Roswell couple claimed to have seen a large unidenti

fied object fly by their home on July 2, 1947. 

The July 9 edition of the paper noted that Brigadier General Roger Ramey, 

Commander of the Eighth Air Force at Forth Worth, Texas, stated that upon 

examination the debris recovered by Marcel was d.temtined to be a weather 

balloon. The wreckage was described as a " .. . bundle of tinfoil, broken wood 

beams, and rubber remnants of a balloon .. .. " The additional story of the 

"harassed rancher" identified him as W.W. Brazel of Lincoln County, New 

Mexico. He claimed that he and his son, Vernon, found the material on June 14, 

1947, when they "came upon a large area of bright wreckage made up of rubber 

strips, tinfoil, a rather tough paper, and sticks." He picked up some of the debris 

on July 4 and " . . . the next day he first heard about the flying discs and won

dered if what he had found might have been the remnants of one of these." 

Brazel subsequently went to Roswell on July 7 and contacted the Sheriff, who 

apparently notified Major Marcel. Major Marcel and "a man in plain clothes" then 

accompanied Brazel home to pick up the rest of the pieces. The article further 

related that Brazel thought that the material: 
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. .. might have been as large as a table top. The ):>aIloon which held 

it up, if that is how it worked, must have been about 12 feet long, 

he felt, measuring the distance by the size of the room in which he 

sat. The rubber was smoky gray in color and scattered over an area 

about 200 yards in diameter. When the debris was gathered up the 

tinfoil, paper, tape, and sticks made a bundle about three feet long 

and 7 or 8 inches thick, while the rubber made a bundle about 18 

or 20 inches long and about 8 inches thick. In all, he estimated, the 

entire lot would have weighed maybe five pounds. There was no 

sign of any metal in the area which might have been used for an 

engine and no sign of any propellers of any kind. Although at least 

one paper fin had been glued onto some of the tinfoil. There were 

no words to be found anywhere on the instrument although there 

were letters on some of the parts. Considerable scotch tape and 
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some tape with flowers printed upon it had been used in the 
construction. No string or wire were to be found but there were 
some eyelets in the paper to indicate that some sort of attachment 
may have been used. Brazel said that he had previously found two 
weather balloons on the ranch, butthat what he found this time did 
not in any way resemble either of these. 

EVOLunON OF THE EVENT FROM 1947 TO THE PRFSENT 

General Ramey's press conference and rancher Brazel's stalement effectively ended this as a UFO-related matter until 1978, although some UFO researchers argue that there were several obtuse references to it in 1950's-era literature. Roswell, for example, is not referred to in the official USAF investigation of UFOs 
repe" ted in Project Bluebook or its predecessors, Project Sign and Project Grudge, which ran from 1943-1969 (which Congressman Schiff subsequently leamed when 
he made his original inquiry). 

In 1978, an article appeared in a tabloid newspaper, the Nationlll E",/uirer, which 
reported the former intelligence officer, Marcel, claimed that he had recovered UFO debris near Roswell in 1947. Also in 1978, a UFO researcher, Stanton Friedman, met with Marcel and began investigating the claims that the material Marcel handled was from a crashed UFO. Similarly, two authors, William L. 
Moore and Charles Berlitz, also engaged in research which led then. to publish a book, The Roswell Incident, in 1980. In this book they reported they inlerviewed 
a number of persons who claimed to have been present at Roswell in 1947 and professed to be either firsthand or secondhand witnesses to strange events that 
supposedly occurred. Since 19~198O, other UFO researchers, most notably Donald Schmitt and Kevin Randle, claim to have located and inlerviewed even 
more persons with supposed knowledge of unusual happenings at Roswell. These included both civilian and former military persons. 

Additionally, the Robert Stack-hosted television show "Unsolved Mysteries" devoted a large portion of one show to a "re aeation" of the supposed Roswell events. Numerous other television shows have done likewise, particularly during 
the last several years, and a made-for-TV movie on the subject is due to be released this summer. The overall thrust of these articles, books, and shows is that the "Roswelllncidenl" was actually the crash of a craft from another world, the 
US Government recovered ii, and has been "covering up" this fact from the American public since 1947, using a combination of disinformation, ridicule, and threats of bodily harm, to do so. Generally, the USAF bears the brunt of tl-ese accusations. 

From the rather benign description of the "event" and the recovery of some material as described in the original newspaper accounts, the "Roswelllncident" has since grown to mythical (if nol mystical) proportions in the eyes and minds of some researchers, portions of the media and al least part of the American public. There are also now several major variations of the "Roswell story." For 
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example, it was originally reported that there was only recovery of debris from 
one site. This has since grown from a minimal amount of debris recovered from 
a small area to airplane loads of debris from multiple huge "debris fields." 
likewise, the relatively simple description of sticks, paper, tape and tinfoil has 
since grown to exotic metals with hieroglyphics and fiber optic-like materials. 
Most versions now claim that there were two crash sites where debris was 
recovered, and at the second site, alleged bodies of exllOterrestriai aliens were 
supposedly retlieved. The number of these "alien bodies" recovered also varied. 
These claims are further complicated by the fact that UFO rw.eacchers are not in 
agaement among themselves as to exactly where thEse recovery sites were 
located or even the dates of the alleged crash(es). Consistently, however, the AAF 
was accused of securing these sites, recovering all the material therefrom, keeping 
locals away, and returning the recovered wlrckage (and bodies) to Roswell under 
extremely tight security for further processing and later explOitation. 

Once back at Roswell Army Air Field, it is generally alleged that sperial measures 
were taken to notify higher headqua i tas and arrangelllents made to have 
recovered materials shipped to other locations for analysis. Th'-e locations 
include Fort Worth, Texas, the home of the Eighth Air Folce HeadquarteIS; 
possibly Sandia Base (now Kirtland AFB), New Mexico; possibly Andrews Army 
Air Field, Maryland; and always to Wright Field, now known as Wright-Patterson 
AFB, Ohio. The latter location was the home of "T-2" which later became known 
as the Air Technical Intelligence Center (AnC) and the Air Materiel Command 
(AMC), and would, in fact, be a logical location to study unknown mawi.ls from 
whatever origin. Most of the Roswell stories that COl'tain the lecovery of alien 
bodies also show them being shipped to Wright Field. Once the material and 
bodies were dispersed for further analysis and/or exploitation, the government 
in general, and the Army Air Forces in particular, engaged in cov .. h~ up all 
information relating to the alleged crash and recovery, including the ,:pe of 
security oaths to military persons and the 1Ise of coercion (including alleged death 
threats) to others. This, as theorized by some UFO researchers, has allowed the 
government to keep the fact that there is intelligent extratenestriallife from the 
American public for 47 years. It also supposedly allowed the US Government to 
exploit recovered extraterrestrial materials by reverse engin=ing them, ultimately 
providing such things as fiber optic and stealth technology. The "death threats," 
oaths, and other forms of coercion alleged to have bew meted out by the AAF 
personnel to keep people from talking have apparently not bew very effective, 
as several hundred people are claimed to have come forward (without harm) with 
some knowledge of the "Roswell Incident" during interviews with nongovern
ment researchers and the media. 

Adding some measure of credibility to the claims that have arisen since 1978 is 
the apparent depth of research of some of the authors and the extent of their 
efforts. Their claims are lessened somewhat, however, by the fact that almost all 
their information came from verbal reports many years after the alleged incident 
occurred. Many of the persons interviewed were, in fact, stationed at, or lived 
near Roswell during the time in question, and a number of them claim military 
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service. Most, however, related their stories in their older years, well after the fact. In other cases, the information provided is second or thlrdhand, having been passed through a friend or relative after the principal had died. What is uniquely lacking in the entire exploration and exploitation of the "Roswell Incident" is 
official positive documentary or physical evidence of any kind that supports the claims of those who allege that something unusual happened. Conversely, there has never been any previOUS documentary evidence p.oduced by those who would debWlk the incident to show that something did not happen; although logic dictates that bureaucracies do not spend time documenting nonevents. 

SEARCH STRATEGY AND METHODOLOGY 

To insure senior Air Force leadership that there were no hidden or overlooked files that might relate to the "Roswell Incident, " and to provide the GAO with the best and most complete information available, SAF I AAZ constructed a strategy based on direct tasking from the Office of the Seaotary, to elicit information from those functional offices and organizations whe •• such information might logically be contained. This included directing searches at current offices where special or unusual projocts might be carried out, as well as historical organizations, archives, and records centers over which the Air Force exerted some deg.ee of control. Researchers did not, however, go to the US Army to review historical records in areas such as missile launches from White Sands, or to the DepaItlllent of Energy to determine if its forerunner, the Atomic Energy Commiss.ion, had any records of nuclear-related incidents that might have occurred at or near Roswell in 1947. To do so would have encroached on GAO's charter in this rnatter. What Air Force researchers did do, however, was to search for records still under Air Force control pertaining to these subject areas. 

In order to determine parameters for the most productive search of records, a review was first conducted of the major works regarding the "Roswell Incident" available in the popular literature. These works included: 1'he Roswell Incidenl (1980) by William Moore and Charles Berlitz; "Crashed SauceLS: Evidence in Search of Proof" (1985) by Moore; 1'he UFO Crosh al Roswdl (1991) by Kevin Randle and Donald Schmitt; The Truth About lhe UFO Crosh al Roswell (1994), also by Randle and Schmitt; The Roswell Report: A HisioriCilI Perspective (1991), George M. Eberhart, editor; "The Roswell Events" (1993) compiled by Fred Whiting; Crosh al Carona (1992) by Stanton T. Friedman and Don Berliner; and numerous other articles written by a combination of the above and other researchers. Collectively, the above represent the "pro" UFO writers who allege that the government is engaged in a conspiracy. There are no specific books writtffi entirely on the theme that nothing happened at Roswell. However, Curtis Peebles in Watch lhe Skies! (1994) discussed the development of the UFO story and growth of subsequent claims as a phenomenon. There has also been serious re~rch as well as a number of detailed articles written by s<>-Called "debWlkers" of Roswell and other incidents, most notably Philip ]. Klass, who writes The Skeptic's UFO Newsletter, and Robert Todd, a private researcher. The concerns and claims of all the above authors and others were considered in conducting the USAF records search. 
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It was also decided, particularly after a review of the above popular literature, 
that no specific attempt would be made to try to refute, point by point, the 
numerous claims made in the various publications. Many of these claims appear 
to be hearsay, undocumented, taken out of context, self-serving, or otherwise 
dubious. Additionally, many of the above authors arE not even in aglEcment over 
various claims. Most notable of the confusing and now ever-changing claims is 
the controversy over the date(s) of the alleged incident, the exact location(s) of the 
purported debris, and the extent of the ""eckage. Such discrepancies in claims 
made the search much more difficult by gteatly expanding the volume of records 
that had to be searched. 

An example of trying to deal with questionable claims is illustrated by the 
following example: One of the popular books mentioned that was reviewed 
c1aimed that the writers had submitted the names and serial numbers of "over 
two dozen" personnel stationed at Roswell in July, 1947, to the Veterans Adminis
tration and the Defense Dep .. b:nent to confirm their military service. They then 
listed eleven of these persons by name and asked the question: "Why does neither 
the Defense DeP., tOlent nor the Veteran's Administration have records of any of 
these men when we can document that each served at Roswell Army Air Field." 
That claim sounded serious so SAFf AAZ(J was tasked to check these eleven 
names in the Personnel Records Center in SI. Louis. Using only the names (since 
the authors did not list the serial numbers) the researcher quickly found records 
readily identifiable with eight of these persons. The other three had such cornmon 
names that there could have been multiple possibilities. Interestingly, one of the 
listed "missing" persons had a casualty report in his records reflecting that he 
died in 1951, while the writers claimed to have interviewed him (or a person of 
the exact same name) in 1990. 

While the historical document search was in progress, it was decided to attempt 
to locate and interview several persons identified as still living who could 
possibly answer questions generated by the research. This had never been 
officially done before, although most of the persons contacted reported that they 
had also been contacted in the past by some of the listed authors or other private 
researchers. In order to counter possible future arguments that the persons 
interviewed were still "covering up" material because of prior security oaths, the 
intelViewees were provided with authorization from either the Secretary of the 
Air Force or the Senior Security Official of the Air Force that would officially 
allow discussion of classified information, if applicable, or free them from any 
prior restriction in discussing the matter, if such existed. Again, the focus was on 
intelViewing persons that could address specific issues raised by research and no 
consideration was given to try and locate every alleged witness claimed to have 
been contacted by the various authors. For example, one of the interviewees 
thought vital to obtain an official signed, sworn statement from was Sheridan 
Cavitt, Lt Col, USAF (Retired), who is the last living member of the three persons 
universalJy acknowledged to have recovered material from the Foster Ranch. 
Others were also interviewed as information developed (discussed in detai11ater) . 
Additionally, in some cases swvivors of deceased persons were also contacted in 
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an attempt to locate various records thought to have been in the custody of the 
deceased. . 

Even though Air Force research originally started in January, 1994, the first official 
Air Force wide tasking was directed by the March 1, 1994, memorandum from 
SAFf AA (Atch 5) and was addressed to those current Air Staff elements that 
would be the likely repository for any records, particularly if there was anything 
of an extraordinary nature involved. This meant that the search was not limited 
to unclassified materials, but also would include records of the highest classifica
tion and compaIllllentation. 

The specific Air Staff/Secretariat offices queried included the following: 

(a) SAP / AAl, Directorate of information Management 
(b) SAP/ AQL, Directorate of ElectlOnics and Sped.] Programs 
(c) AP /SE, Air Force Safety 
(d) AP /HO, Air Force Historian 
(e) APlIN, Air Force Intelligence [inclUding the Air Force Intelligence Agency 

(AFlA) and the National Air Intelligence Center (NAIC)] 
(I) AP/XOW, Directorate of Weather 
(g) [added later] The Air Force Office of Special Investigations (APOS!) 

In addition to the above Air Staff and SeGetariat offices, SAP I AAZ also reviewed 
appropriate classified records for any tie-in to this matter. With regards to highly 
classified records, it should be noted that any programs that employ enhanced 
security measures or controls are known as a Special Access Programs (SAPs). 
The authority for such programs comes from Executive Order 12356 and flows 
from the Depa, huent of Defense to the Services via DoD Directive 5205.7. These 
programs are implemented in the Air Force by Policy Directive 16-7 and Air 
Force instruction 16-701. These directives contain detailed nequinements for 
controlling and reporting, in a very strict manner, all SAPs. This includes a report 
from the SOGetary of the Air Force to the Secretary of Defense (and ultimately to 
Congress) on all SAPs submitted for approval, and a certification that there are 
no "SAP-like" programs being operated. These reporting · requinements are 
stipulated in public law. 

It followed that if the Air Force had recovered some type of exttatenestrial 
spocectolt and / or bodies and was exploiting this for sc:ientific and technology 
purposes, then such a progrom would be operated as a Special Access Program 
(SAP). SAP / AAZ, the Central Office for all Air Force SAPs, has knowledge of, 
and security oversight over, all SAPs. SAP / AAZ categorically stated that no such 
SAP or SAPs exist that pertain to extrateIlestrial spacecraft/aliens. 

Likewise, the Sectetary of the Air Force and the Chief of Staff, who head the 
Special Program Oversight Committee which oversees all sensitive programs in 
the Air Force, had no knOWledge of the existence of any such program involving, 
or relating to, the events at Roswell or the alleged technology that supposedly 

17 



• 

resulted therefrom. Besides the obvious irregularity and illegality of keeping such 
information from the most senior Air Force officials, it would also be illogical, 
since these officials are responsible for obtaining funding for operations, research, 
development, and security. Without funding, such a program, operation, or 
organization could not exist. Even to keep such a fact "covered-up" in some sort 
of passive "caretaker status" would involve money. More importantly, it would 
involve people and create paperwork. 

The aforementioned March 1, 1994, SAF / AA tasking generated negative responses 
(Atchs 6-12) from all recipients; i.e., all offices reported that they had no informa
tion that would explain the incident. Consequently, these negative responses led 
to an increase in the already ongoing historical research at records centers and 
archives. 

The extensive archival and records center search was systematically carried out 
by the SAF / AAZD Declassification Review Team. 1his team is composed entirely 
of Air Force Reserve personnel who have extensive training and experience in 
large scale review of records. (Previous efforts include the Southeast Asia 
Declassification ReView, declassification of POW /MlA records, and the review of 
the Gulf War Air Power Survey records.) The team members all had the requisite 
security clearances for classified information and . had the authority of the 
Secretary of the Air Force to declassify any classified record they found that might 
be related to Roswell. SAF / AAZD conducted reviews at a number of locations, 
including the National Archives in Washington, DC; the National Personnel 
Records Center, St. Louis, MO; the National Archives, Suitland MD; the National 
Records Center, Suitland, MD; Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, DC; 
Federal Records Center, Ft Worth, TX; the INSCOM Archives, Fort Meade, MD; 
National Air and Space Museum, Washington, DC; Air Force Historical Research 
Agency, Maxwell AFB, AL; Center for Air Force History, Bolling AFB, DC; 
Phillips Laboratory, Hanscom AFB, MA and Kirtland AFB, NM; Rome Laboratory, 
Griffiss AFB, NY; and the Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 

A listing of the specific record areas searched is appended as Atch 13. The areas 
included all those subject areas logically believed to possibly contain any 
reference to activities at Roswell Anny Air Field during the period of time in 
question. It is anticipated that detractors from this effort will complain that "they 
did not search record group x, box y, or reel z, etc.; that's where the real records 
are!" Such complaints are unavoidable and there is no possible way that the 
millions of records under Air Force control could be searched page by page. The 
team endeavored to make logical searches in those places where records would 
likely be found. They were assisted in this task by archivists, historians, and 
records management specialists, including experienced persons who have 
continually worked in Anny and Air Force records systems since 1943. The team 
also searched some record areas that were recommended by serious private 
researchers such as Robert Todd, who had independently obtained almost 
encyclopedic knowledge of the complexities of Air Force records systems, 
particularly those related to this subject area. 
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Not surprisingly, the research team found the usual number of problems in many 
of the records centers (particularly SI. Louis) with misfiling, lost or misplaced 
documents, mismarking of documents, or the breaking up of record groups over 
the years and refiling in different systems. 1his included, for example, a small 
amount of missing "decimal files" from the 509th Bomb Group at Roswell that 
covered the years 1945-1949, that were marked on the index as "destroyed." The 
researchers noted that there was no pattern to any anomalies found and that most 
discrepancies were minor and consistent with what they had found in the past on 
similar projects. 

WHAT THE ROSWELL INCIDENT WAS NOT 

Before discussing specific positive results that these efforts revealed, it is first 
appropriate to discuss those things, as indicated by information available to the 
Air Force, that the "Roswell Incident" was not: 

An AirplDne Crash 
Of aU the things that are documented and tracked within the Air Force, among 
the most detailed and scrupulous are airplane crashes. In fact, records of air 
crashes go back to the first years of military flight. Safety records and reports are 
available for all crashes that involved serious damage, injury, death, or a 
combination of these factors. These records also include incidents involving 
experimental or classified aircraft. USAF records showed that between June 24, 
1947, and July 28, 1947, there were five crashes in New Mexico alone, involving 
A-26C, P-51N, C-82A, P-80A, and PQ-14B aircraft; however, none of these 
occurred on the date(s) in question nor in the area(s) in question. 

One of the additional areas specifically set forth by GAO in its efforts was to deal 
with how the Air Force (and others) specifically documented " ... weather balloon 
. .. and other crash incidents." In this area, the search efforts revealed that there 
are no air safety records pertaining to weather balloon crashes (all weather 
balloons "crash" sooner or later); however, there are provisions for generating 
reports of "crashes" as ground safety incidents in the unlikely chance that a 
balloon injures someone or causes damage. Such records are only maintained for 
five years. ' 

A Missile Crash 
A crashed or errant missile, usually described as a captured Gennan V-2 or one 
of its variants, is sometimes set forth as a possible explanation for the debris 
recovered near Roswell. Since much of this testing done at nearby White Sands 
was secret at the tUne, it would be logical to assume that the government would 
handle any missile mishap under tight security, particularly if the mishap 
occurred on private land, From the records reviewed by the Air Force, however, 
there was nothing located to suggest that this was the case. Although the bulk of 
remaining testing records are under the control of the US Army, the subject has 
also been very well documented over the years within Air Force records. There 
would be no reason to keep such information classified today. The USAF found 
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no indicators or even hints that a missile was involved in this matter. 

A NucieJlr Accident 
One of the areas considered was that whatever happened near Roswell may have 
involved nuclear weapons. This was a logical area of concern since the 509th 
Bomb Group was the only military unit in the world at the time that had access 
to nuclear weapons. Again, reviews of available records gave no indication that 
this was the case. A nwnber of records still classified Top Seael and Seclet
Restricted Data having to do with nuclear weapons were located in the Federal 
Records Center in St. Louis, MO. These records, which pertained to the 509th. had 
nothing to do with any activities that could have been misinieJpreted as the 
"Roswell Incident." Also, any IEcords of a nuclear-related incident would have 
been inherited by the Department of Energy (DOE), and, had one occurred, it is 
likely DOE would have publicly reported it as part of its ,"cent d.c1ass;fication 
and public release efforts. There were no ancillary records in Air Force files to 
indicate the potential existence of such records within DOE channels, however. 

An Extraterres,""i Craft 
The Air Force research found absolutely no indication that what happuled near 
Roswell in 1947, involved any type of extratenestrial spaceGatt This, of cowse, 
is the crux of this entire matter. "Pr<>-UFO" persons who obtain a copy of this 
report, at this point, most probably begin the "cover-up is still on" claims. 
Nevertheless, the research indicated absolutely no evidence of any kind that a 
spaceship crashed near Roswell or that any alien occupants were recovered 
therefrom, in some seclet military operation or otherwise. This does not mean, 
however, that the early Air Force was not cancalled about UFOs. However, in 
the early days, "UFO" meant Unidentified Flying Object, which literally translated 
as some object in the air that was not readily identifiable. It did not mean, as the 
tenll has evolved in today's language, to equate to alien spaceships. Records from 
the period reviewed by Air Force researchers, as well as those cited by the 
authors mentioned before, do indicate that the USAF was seriously COnc.etlLed 

about the inability to adequately identify unknown flying objects repoiled in 
American airspace. All the records, however, indicated. that the focus of COilcem 

was not on aliens, hostile or otherwise, but on the Soviet Union. Many documents 
from that period speak to the possibility of developmental secret Soviet aircraft 
overflying US airspace. This, of course, was of major concern to the fledgling 
USAF, whose job it was to protect these same skies. 

The research revealed only one official AAF document that indicated that there 
was any activity of any type that pertained to UFOs and Roswell in july, 1947. 
This was a small section of the july Historical Report for the 509th Bomb Group 
and Roswell Army Air Field that stated: "The Office of Public Information was 
quite busy during the month answering inquiries on the 'flying disc: which was 
reported to be in possession of the 509th Bomb Group. The object turned out to 
be a radar tracking balloon" (included with Atch 11). Additionally, this history 
showed that the 509th Commander, Colonel Blanchard, went on leave on july 8, 
1947, which would be a somewhat unusual maneuver for a person involved in 
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the supposed first ever recovery of extratenestrial materials. (Detractors claim Blanchard did this as a ploy to elude the press and go to the scene to direct the recovery operations.) The history and the morning reports also showed that the subsequent activities at Roswell dUring.the month w.ere mostly mW\dane and not indicative of any unusual high·level activity, expOtdlture of manpower, resources 
or security· 

Likewise, the researchers found no indication of heightened activity anywhere else in the military hierarchy in the July, 1947, message traffic or orders (to include classified traffic). There were no indications and warnings, notice of alerts, or a higher tempo of operational activity reported that would be logically generated if an allen craft, whose intentions. were unknown, entered US territory. To believe that such operational and high-level secunty aCtiVIty could be conducted solely by relying on unsecured telecommunications or personal contact without creating any records of such activity certainly sbetches the imagination of those who have served in the military who know that paperwork of some kind is necessary to accomplish even emergency, highly classified, or sensitive tasks. 

An example of activity sometimes cited by pro-UFO writers to illustrate the point that something W\usual was going on was the travel of Lt Gen Nathan Twining. Commander of the Air Materiel Command, to New Mexico in July, 1947. Actually, records were located indicating that Twining went to the Bomb Commanders' Course on July 8, along with a number of other general officers, and requested orders to do so a month before, on JW\e 5, 1947 (Atch 14). 

Similarly, it has also been alleged that General Hoyt Vandenberg, Deputy Chief of Staff at the time, had been involved directing aCtivity regarding events at Roswell. Activity reports (Atch 15), located in General Vandenberg's personal papers stored in the Library of Congress, did indicate that on July 7, he was busy with a "flying disc" incident; however this particular incident involved Ellington Field, Texas and the Spokane (Washington) Depot. After much discussion and information gathering on this incident, it was learned to be a hoax. There is no similar mention of his personal interest or involvement In Roswell events except in the newspapers. 
• 

The above are but two small examples that indicate that if some event happened that was one of the "watershed happenings" in human history, the US military certainly reacted in an unconcerned and cavalier manner. In an actual case, the military would have had to order thousands of soldiers and airman, not only at Roswell but throughout the US, to act nonchalantly, pretend to conduct and report business as usual, and generate absolutely no paperwork of a suspicious nature, while simultaneously anticipating that twenty years or more into the future people would have available a comprehensive Freedom of Information Act that would give them great leeway to review and explore government documents. The records indicate that none of this happened (or if it did, it was controlled by a security system so efficient and tight that no one, US or otherwise, has been able to duplicate it since. if such a system had been in effect at the time, it would 
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have also been used to protect our atomic secrets from the Soviets, which history 
has showed obviously was not the case). The records reviewed confirmed that no 
such sophisticated and efficient security system existed. 

WHAT '!HE "ROSWELL INCIDENT" WAS 

As previously discussed, what was originally reported to have been recovered 
- was a balloon of some sort, usually described as a "weather balloon," although 

the majority of the wreckage that was ultimately displayed by General Ramey 
and Major Marcel in the famous photos (Atch 16) in Fort Worth was that of a 
radar target normally suspended from balloons. This radar target, discussed in 
more detail later, was certainly consistent with the description of July 9 newspa
per article which discussod "tinfoil, paper, tape, and sticks." Additionally, the 
description of the "flying disc" was consistent with a document routinely used 
by most pro-UFO writers to indicate a conspiracy in prc.gJe-s the telegram from 
the Dallas FBI office of July 8, 1947. This document quoted in part states: " .. . The 
disc is hexagonal in shape and was suspended from a balloon by a cable, which 
balloon was approximately twenty feet in diameter . . .. the object found resem
bles a high altitude weather balloon with a radar reflector .... disc and balloon 
being transported .... " 

Similarly, while conducting the popular literature review, one of the documents 
reviewed was a paper entitled "The Roswell Events" edited by Fred Whiting and 
sponsored by the Fund for UFO Research (FUFOR). Although it was not the 
original intention to comment on what commercial authors interpteted or claimed 
that other persons supposedly said, this particular document was different 
because it contained actual copies of apparently authentic sworn affidavits 
received from a number of persons who claimed to have some knowledge of the 
Roswell event. Although many of the persons who provided these affidavits to 
the FUFOR researchers also expressed opinions that they thought there was 
something extratenestrial about this incident, a number of them actually 
described materiais that sounded suspiciously like wreckage from balloons. These 
included the following: 

Jesse A. Marcel. MD (son of the late Major Jesse Marcel; 11 years old at the time 
of the incident). Affidavit dated May 6, 1991. " .. . There were three categories of 
debris: a thick, foil like metallic gray substance; a brittle, brownish-black plastic
like material, like Bakelite; and there were frawnents of what appeared to be 1-
beams. On the inner surface of the I-beam, there appeared to be a type of writing. 
This writing was a purple-Violet hue, and it had an embossed appearance. The 
figures were composed of curved, geometric shapes. It had no resemblance to 
Russian, Japanese or any other foreign language. It resembled hieroglyphics, but 
it had no animal-like characters . ... " 

Loretta Proctor (former neighbor of rancher W.W. Brazel). Affidavit dated May 
S, 1991. " . .. Brazel came to my ranch and showed my husband and me a piece 
of material he said came from a large pile of debris on the property he managed. 
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Th piece he brought was brown in color, similar to plastic .. . . 'Mac' said the 
;er material on the property looked like alwninum foiL It was very flexible and 

~ouldn't crush or burn. There was also something he described as tal?" which 
had printing on It. The color of the pnnting was a kind of purple . .. . 

Bessie Brazel Schreiber (daughter of W.W. Brazel; 14 years old at the time of the 
incident). Affidavit dated September 22, 1993. " ... The debris looked like pieces 
of a large balloon which had burst. The pieces were small, the largest I remember 
measuring about the same as the diameter of a basketball. Most of it was a kind 
01 double-sided material, foil-like on one side and rubber-like on the other. Both 
sides were grayish silver in color, the foil more silvery than the rubber. Sticks, like 
Idte sticks, were attached to some of the pieces with a whitish tape. The tape was 
about two or three inches wide and had flower-like designs on it. The 'flowers' 
were faint, a variety of pastel colors, and reminded me of Japanese paintings in 
which the flowers are not all connected. I do not reran any other types of material 
or markings, nor do I remember seeing gouges in the ground or any other signs 
that anything may have hit the ground hard. The foil-rubber material could not 
be tom like ordinary aluminum foil can be tom ... " 

Sally Strickland Tadolini (neighbor of WW. Braze~ nine years old in 1947). 
Affidavit dated September 27, 1993. " . .. What Bill showed us was a piece of 
what I still think as fabric. It was something like alwninum foil, something like 
satin, something like well-tanned leather in its toughness, yet was not precisely 
like anyone of those materials ... .It was about the thickness of very fine kidskin 
glove leather and a dull metallic grayish silver, one side slightly darker than the 
other. I do not remember it having any design or embossing on it . . . . " 

Robert R. Porter (8-29 flight Engineer stationed at Roswell in 1947). Affidavit 
dated June 7, 1991. " . . . On this occasion, I was a member of the crew which flew 
parts of what we were told was a flying saucer to Fort Worth. The people on 
board induded ... and Maj Jesse Marcel. Capt. William E. Anderson said it was 
from a flying saucer. After we arrived, the material was transferred to a 8-25. I 
was told they were going to Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. I was involved in 
loading the 8-29 with the materia\' which was wrapped in packages with 
wrapping paper. One of the pieces was triangle:shaped, about 2 1/2 feet across 
the bottom. The rest were in small packages, about the size of a shoe box. The 
brown paper was held with tape. The material was exlieDlely lightweight. When 
I picked it up, it was just like picking up an empty package. We loaded the 
triangle shaped package and three shoe box-sized packages into the plane. All of 
the packages could have fit into the trunk of a car . ... When we came back from 
lunch, they told us they had transferred the material to a 8-25. They told us the 
material was a weather balloon, but I'm certain it wasn't a weather balloon . ... " 

In addition to those persons above still living who claim to have seen or exam
ined the original material found on the Brazel Ranch, there is one additional 
person who was universally acknowledged to have beat involved in its lecovery, 
Sheridan Cavitt, Lt Col, USAF (Ret). Cavitt is credited in all claims of having 
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accompanied Major Marcel to the ranch to recover the debris, sometimes along 
with his Counter intelligence Corps (CIC) subordinate, Lewis Rickett, who, like 
Marcel, is deceased. Although there does not appear to be much dispute that 
Cavitt was involved in the material recovery, other claims about him prevail in 
the popular literature. He is sometimes portrayed as a closed-mouth (or some
times even sinister) conspirator who was one of the early individuals who kept 
the "secret of Roswell" from gettiilg out Other things about him have been 

- alleged, including the claim that he wrote a report of the incident at the time that 
has never surfaced. 

Since Lt Col Cavitt, who had firsthand knowledge, was still alive, a decision was 
made to interview him and get a signed sworn statement from him about his 
version of the events. Prior to the interview, the Seoetary of the Air Force 
provided him with a written authorization and waiver to discllss classified 
information with the interviewer and release him from any security oath he may 
have taken. Subsequently, Cavitt was interviewed on May 24, 1994, at his home. 
Cavitt provided a signed, sworn statement (Atch 17) of his recollections in this 
matter. He also consented to having the interview tape-recorded. A transcript of 
that recording is at Atch 18. in this interview, Cavitt related that he had been 
contacted on numerous occasions by UFO researchers and had willingly talked 
with many of them; however, he felt that he had "ftelltimes been misrepre5eIlted 
or had his comments taken out of context so that their true meaning was changed. 
He stated unequivocally, however, that the material he recovered consisted of a 
reflective sort of material like aluminum foil, and some thin, bamboo-like sticks. 
He thought at the time, and continued to do SO today, that what he found was 
a weather balloon and has told other private researchers that. He also remem
bered finding a small "black box" type of instrument, which he thought at the 
time was probably a radiosonde. Lt Col Cavitt also reviewed the famous 
Ramey I Marcel photographs (Atch 16) of the wreckage taken to Fort Worth (often 
claimed by UFO researchers to have been switched and the remnants of a balloon 
substituted for it), and he identified the materials depicted in those photos as 
consistent with the materials that he recovered from the ranch. Lt Col Cavitt also 
stated that he had never taken any oath or signed any agreement not to talk 
about this incident and had never been threatened by anyone in the government 
because of it. He did not even know the "incident" was claimed to be anything 
unusual until he was interviewed in the early 1980's. 

Similarly, Irving Newton, Major, USAF (Ret), was located and interviewed. 
Newton was a weather officer a~igned to Fort Worth, who was on duty when 
the Roswell debris was sent there in July, 1947. He was told that he was to reporl 
to General Ramey's office to view the material. In a sighed, sworn statement 
(Atch 30) Newton related that " ... I walked into the General's office where this 
supposed flying saucer was lying aU over the floor. As soon as I saw it, I giggled 
and asked if that was the flying saucer .... I told them that this was a balloon 
and a RAWlN target. ... " Newton also slated that " ... while I was examining 
the debris, Major Marcel was picking up pieces of the target sticks and trying to 
convince me that some notations on the sticks were alien writings. There were 
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figures on the sticks, lavender or pink in color, appeared to be weather faded 
markings, with no rhyme or reason [sic]. He did not convince me that these were 
alien writings." Newton concluded his statement by relating that " ... During the 
ensuing years I have been interviewed by many authors, I have been quoted and 
misquoted. The fadS remain as indicated above. I was not influenced during the 
original interview, nor today, to provide anything but what I know to be true, 
that is, the material I saw in General Ramey's office was the remains of a balloon 
and a RA WIN target." 

/lalloon &s<arch 
The original tasking from GAO noted that the search for information included 
"weather balloons." Comments about balloons and safety reports have already 
been made; however the SAF / AA2 research efforts also focused on reviewing 
historical records involving balloons, since, among other reasons, that was what 
was officially claimed by the AAF to have been found and recovered in 1947. 

As early as February 28, 1994, the AAZD research team found references to 
balloon tests taking place at Alamogordo Anmy Air Field (now Holloman AFB) 
and White Sands during June and July 1947, testing "constant level balloons" and 
a New York University (NYU}/Watson Labs effort that used " . .. meteorolOgical 
devices . . . suspected for detecting shock waves generated by Soviet nuclear 
explosions" a possible indication of a cover story associated with the NYU 
balloon project. Subsequently, a 1946 HQ AMC memorandum surfaced, describ
ing the constant altitude balloon project and specified that the scientific data be 
classified Top Seuet Priority 1A. Its name was Project MOGUL (Atch 19). 

Project MCX;UL was a then-sensitive, classified project, whose purpose was to 
determine the state of Soviet nuclear weapons research. This was the early Cold 
War period and there was serious concern within the US government about the 
Soviets' developing a weaponized atomic device. Because the Soviet Union's 
borders were dosed, the US Government sought to develop a long range nuclear 
explosion detection capability. Long range, balloon-borne, low frequency acoustic 
detection was posed to Gelleral Spaatz in 1945 by Dr. Maurice Ewing of Columbia 
University as a potential solution (atmospheric ducting of low frequency pressure 
waves had been studied as early as 1900). ' 

As part of the research into this matter, AAZO personnel located and obtained 
the original study papers and reports of the New York University project. Their 
efforts also revealed that some of the individuals involved in Project MOGUL were 
still living. These persons included the NYU constant altitude balloon Director of 
Research, Dr. Athelstan F. Spilhaus; the Project Engineer, Professor Charles B. 
Moore; and the military Project Officer, Colonel Albert C. Trakowski . 

All of these persons were subsequently interviewed and signed. sworn statements 
about their activities. A copy of theses statements are appended at Atchs 2(}-22. 
Additionally, transcripts of the interview with Moore and Trakowski are also 
included (equipment malfunctioned during the interview of Spilhaus) (Atchs 

2S 



-

• 

• 

23-24). These inteIViews confirmed that Project MOGUl was a compalhllented, 
sensitive effort. The NYU group was responsible lor developing constant level 
balloons and telemetering equipment that would remain at specified altitudes 
(within the acoustic duct) while a group from Columbia was to develop acoustic 
sensors. Doctor Spilhaus, Prolessor Moore, and certain others 01 the group we.e 
aware 01 the actual purpose 01 the project, but they did not know 01 the project 
nickname at the time. They handled casual inquiries and/or scientific inqui
ries / papers in terms 01 "unrlassified meteorological or balloon research." Newly 
hired employees were not made aware that there was anything special or 
classified about their work; they were told only that their work dealt with 
meteor.,logical equipment. 

An advance ground team, led by Albert P. Crary, preceded the NYU group to 
Alamogordo Army Air Field, New Mexico, setting up ground sensors and 
obtaining lacilities for the NYU group. Upon their arrival, Professor Moore and 
his team experimented with various configurations of neoprene balloons; 
development of balloon "trains" (see illustration, Atch 25); automatic ballast 
systems; and use of Naval sonobuoys (as the Watson Lab acoustical sensors had 
not yet arrived). They also launched what they called "service flights." These 
"service flights" were not logged nor fully accounted for in the published 
Technical Reports generated as a .esult of the contract between NYU and Watson 
Labs. According to Professor Moore, the "service flights" were composed of 
balloons, radar reflectors, and payloads specifically designed to test acoustic 
sensors (both early sonobuoys and the later Watson Labs devices). The "payload 
equipment" was expendable, and some carried no "Reward" or "Return to ... " 
tags because there was to be no association between these flights and the logged 
constant altitude flights which were fully acknowledged. The NYU balloon flights 
were listed sequentially in their reports (Le. , A, B, or 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 ... ), yet gaps 
existed for Flights 2-4 and Flight 9. The interview with Professor Moore indicated 
that these gaps were the unlogged "service flights." 

Professor Moore, the on-scene Project Engineer, gave detailed infonnation 
concerning his team's efforts. He recalled that radar targets were used for tracking 
balloons because they did not have all the necessary equipment when they first 
arrived in New Mexico. Some of the early developmental radar targets were 
manufactured by a toy or novelty company. These targets were made up of 
aluminum "foil" or loil-backed paper, balsa wood beams that were ooated in an 
"Elmer's-type" glue to enhance their durability, acetate and / or cloth reinforcing 
tape, single strand and braided nylon twine, brass eyelets and swivels to form a 
multi-faced reflector somewhat similar in construction to a box kite (see photo
graphs, Atch 26). Some 01 these tatgets were also assembled with purplish-pink 
tape with symbols on it (see drawing by Moore with Atch 21). 

According to the log summary (Atch 27) 01 the NYU group, Flight A through 
Flight 7 (November 20, 1946-July 2, 1947) were made with neoprene meteorologi
cal balloons (as opposed to the later flights made with polyethylene balloons). 
Professor Moore stated that the neoprene balloons were susceptible to degrada-
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. in the sunlight, turning from a milky white to a dark brown. He described ::::~ing remains 01 balloon trains with reflectors and payloads that had landed in the desert: the ruptured and shredded neoprene would "almost look like dark 
y or black flakes or ashes alter exposure to the sun lor only a lew days. The ~sticizers and antioxidants in the neoprene would emit a peculiar acrid odor ~d the balloon material and radar target material would be scattered alter returning to earth depending on the surlace winds." Upon review 01 the local 

newspaper photographs from General Ramey's press conlerence in 1947 and descriptions in popular books by mdlVlduals who supposedly handled the debns recovered on the ranch, Prolessor Moore opined that the material was most likely the shredded remains 01 a multi-neoprene balloon train with multiple radar reflectors. The material and a "black box," described by Cavitt, was, in Moore's 
scientific opinion, most probably from Flight 4, a "service flight" that included a cylindrical metal sonobuoy and portions 01 a weather instrument housed in a box, which was unlike typical weather radiosondes which were made 01 cardboard. 
Additionally, a copy 01 a prolessional journal maintained at the time by A.P. Crary, provided to the Air Force by his widow, showed that Flight 4 was launched on June 4, 1947, but was not recovered by the NYU group. It is very probable that this Top Secret project balloon train (Flight 4), made up 01 unclassified components, came to rest some miles northwest of Roswell, NM, became shredded in the surface winds, and was ultimately lound by the rancher, Brazel, ten days later. This possibility was supported by the observations 01 Lt Col Cavitt (Atchs 17-18), the only living eyewitness to the actual debris field and the materiallound. Lt Col Cavitt described a small area 01 debris which appeared, "to 
resemble bamboo type square sticks one quarter to one half inch squane, that were very light, as well as some sort of metallic reflecting mateIial that was also very light ... . I remember recognizing this material as being consistent with a weather 
balloon." 

Concerning the initial announcement, "RAAF Captures Flying Disc," research failed to locate any documented evidence as to why that statement was made. However, on July 10, 1947, lollowing the Ramey press conlerence, the Alnmogordo 
News published an article with photographs demonstrating multiple balloons and 
targets at the same location as the NYU group operated from at Alamogordo Army Air Field. Professor Moore expressed surprise at seeing this since his was the only balloon test group in the area. He stated, "It appears that there was some type of umbrella cover story to protect our work with MOGUL" Although the Air Force did not find documented evidence that Gen. Ramey was directed to espouse a weather balloon in his press conference, he may have done so because he was either aware of Project Mocut and was trying to deflect interest from it, or he readily perceived the material to be a weather balloon based on the identification from his weather officer, Irving Newton. In either case, the materials recovered by the AAF in July, 1947, were not readily recognizable as anything special (only the purpose was special), and the recovered debris itself was 
unclassified. Additionally, the press dropped its interest in the matter as quicldy as they had jumped on it. Hence, there would be no particular reason to further document what quickly became a "non-event." 
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The interview with Colonel Trakowski (Atchs 23-24) also proved valuable 
information. Trakowski provided specific details on Project MOGUL and desctibed 
how the security for the program was set up, as he was formerly the Top Sec.et 
Control Officer for the program. He further related that many of the original 
radar targets that were produced around the end of World War IT were fabricated 
by toy or novelty companies using a purplish-pink tape with flower and heart 
symbols on it. Trakowski also recounted a conversation that he had with his 
mend, and sup .. i"r military officer in his chain of command, Colonel Marcellus 
Duffy, in July, 1947. Duffy, formerly had Trakowski's position on MOGUL, but had 
subsequently been transferred to Wright Field. He stated: " ... Colonel Duffy 
called me on the telephone from Wright Field and gave me a story about a fellow 
that had come in from New Mexico, woke him up in the middle of the night or 
some such thing with a handful of debris, and wanted him, Colonel Duffy, to 
identify it. ... He just said 'it sure looks like some of the stuff you've been 
launching at Alamogordo' and he described it, and I said 'yes, I think it is.' 
Certainly Colonel Duffy knew enough about radar targets, radiosondes, balloon
borne weather devices. He was intimately familiar with all that apparatus." 

Attempts were made to locate Colonel Duffy but it was ascertained that he had 
died. His widow explained that, although he had amassed a large amount of 
personal papers relating to his Air Force activities, she had re=,tly dispooed of 
these items. Likewise, it was learned that A.P. Crary was al ..... deceased; however 
his surviving spouse had a number of his papers from his balloon testing days, 
including his professional journal from the pedoo in question. She provided the 
Air Force researchers with this material. It is discussed in more detail within Arch 
32. Overall, it helps fill in gaps of the MOGUL story. 

During the period the Air Force conducted this research, it was discovered that 
several others had also discovered the possibility that the "Roswell Incident" may 
have been generated by the recovery of a Project MOGUL balloon device. These 
persons included Professor Charles B. Moore, Robert Tood, and coincidentally, 
Karl Pflock, a researcher who is married to a staffer who works for Conglessman 
Schiff. Some of these persons provided suggestions as to where documentation 
might be located in various archives, histories and libraries. A review of FOIA 
requests revealed that Robert Todd, particularly, had become aware of Project 
MOGUL several years ago and had doggedly obtained from the Air Force, through 
the FOIA, a large amount of material pertaining to it; long before the AAZD 
researchers independently seized on the same possibility. 

Most interestingly, as this report was being written, Pflock published his own 
report of this matter under the auspices of FUFOR, entitled Roswell in Perspective 
(1994). Pflock concluded from his research that the Brazel Ranch debris originally 
reported as a "flying disc" was probably debris from a MOGUL balloon; however, 
there was a simultaneous incident that occurred not far away, which caused an 
alien craft to crash and which the AM subsequently recovered three alien bodies 
therefrom. Air Force research did not locate any information to corroborate that 
this incredible coincidence occurred, however. 
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In order to provide a more detailed discussion of the specifics of Project MOGUL 
d how it appeared to be directly responsible for the "Roswell incident," a 

~AF / AAZD researcher prepared a more detailed discussion on the balloon project 
which is appended to this report as Atch 32. 

other Research 
in the attempt to develop additional information that could help explain this 
matteI, a number of other steps were taken. First, assistance was requested from 
various museums and other archives (Atch 28) to obtain information and/or 
examples of the actual balloons and radar targets used in connection with Project 
MOGUL and to correlate them with the various descriptions of wreckage and 
materials recovered. The blueprints for the "Pilot Balloon Target ML307C/ AP 
Assembly" (generically, the radar target assembly) were located at the Army 
Signal Corps Museum at Fort Monmouth and were obtained. A copy is appended 
as Alch 29. This blueprint provides the specification for the foil material, tape, 
wood, eyelets, and string used and the assembly instructions thereto. An actual 
device was also obtained for study with the assistance of Professor Moore. (The 
example actually procured was a 1953-manufactured modpl "c" as compared to 
the Model B which was in use in 1947. Professor Moore related the differences 
were minor.) An examination of this device revealed it to be simply made of 
aluminum<olored foil-like material over a stronger paper-like material, attached 
to balsa wood sticks, affixed with tape, glue, and twine. When opened, the device 
appears as depicted in Atch 31 (contemporary photo) and Atch 25 (1947 photo, 
in a "balloon train"). When folded, the device is in a series of triangles, the largest 
being 4 feet by 2 feet 10 inches. The smallest triangle section measures 2 feet by 
2 feet 10 inches. (Compare with descriptions provided by Lt Col Cavitt and 
others, as well as photos of wreckage.) 

Additionally, the researchers obtained from the Archives of the University of 
Texas-Arlington (UTA), a set of original (i.e., first generation) prints of the 
photographs taken at the time by the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, that depicted 
Ramey and Marcel with the wreckage. A close review of these photos (and a set 
of first-generation negatives also subsequently obtained from UTA) nevealed 
several interesting observations. First, although in some of the literature cited 
above, Marcel allegedly stated that he had his photo taken with the "real" UFO 
wreckage and then it was subsequently removed and the weather balloon 
wreckage substituted for it, a comparison shows that the same wreckage appeared 
in the photos of Marcel and Ramey. The photos also depicted that this material 
was lying on what appeared to be some sort of wrapping paper (consistent with 
affidavit excerpt of crew chief Porter, above). It was also noted that in the two 
photos of Ramey he had a piece of paper in his hand. in one, it was folded over 
50 nothing could be seen. In the second, however, there appears to be text printed 
on the paper. In an attempt to read this text to determine if it could shed any 
further light on locating documents relating to this matter, the photo was sent to 
a national-level organization for digitizing and subsequent photo interpretation 
and analysis. This organization was also asked to scrutinize the digitized photos 
for any indication of the flowered tape (or "hieroglyphics," depending on the 
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point of view) that were reputed to be visible to some of the persons who 
observed the wreckage prior to its getting to Fort Worth. This organization 
reported on July 20, 1994, that even after digitizing, the photos were of insuffi
cient quality to visualize either of the details sought for analysis. This organiza
tion was able to obtain measurements from the "sticks" visible in the debris after 
it was ascertained by an interview of the original photographer what kind of 
camera he used. The results of this process are provided in Atch 33, along with 
a reference diagram and the photo from which the measurements were made. All 
these measwements are compatible with the wooden materials used in the radar 
target previously described. 

CONCLUSION 

The Air Force research did not locate or develop any information that the 
"Roswell Incident'~ was a UFO event. All available official materials, although 
they do not directly address Roswell per $e, indicate that the most likely source 
of the wreckage recovered from the Brazel Ranch was from one of the Project 
MOGUL balloon trains. Although that project was Top Sea", at the time, there was 
also no specific indication found to indicate an official preplanned cover story was 
in place to explain an event such as that which ultimately happened. It appears 
that the identification of the wreckage as being part of a weather balloon device, 
as reported in the newspapers at the time, was based on the fact that there was 
no physical difference in the radar targets and the neoprene balloons (other than 
the numbers and configuration) between MOGUL balloons and normal weather 
balloons. Additionally, it seems that there was overreaction by Colonel Blanchard 
and Major Marcel in originally reporting that a "flying disc" had b""" recovered 
when, at that time, nobody knew for sure what that ta11l even meant, since it had 
only been in use for a couple of weeks. 

Likewise, there was no indication in official records from the period that there 
was heightened military operational or security activity which should have been 
generated if this was, in fact, the first recovery of materials and/or persons from 
another world. The postwar US military (or today's for that matler) did not have 
the capability to rapidly identify, recover, coordin\tte, cover up, and quickly 
minimize public scrutiny of such an event. The claim that they did so without 
leaving even a little bit of a suspicious paper trail for 47 years is incledible. 

It should also be noted here that there was little mentioned in this report about 
the recovery of the so-called. "alien bodies," This is for several reasons: First, the 
recovered wreckage was from a Project Mcx:;Ul balloon. There were no "alien" 
passengers therein. Secondly, the pro-UFO groups who espouse the alien bodies . 
theories cannot even agree among themselves as to what, how many, and where 
such bodies were supposedly recovered. Additionally, some of these claims have 
been shown to be hoaxes, even by other UFO researchers. Thirdly, when such 
claims are made, they are often attributed to people using pseudonyms or who 
otherwise do not want to be publicly identified, presumably so that some sort of 
retribution cannot be taken against them (notwithstanding that nobody has been 
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shown to have died, disappeared, or otherwise suffered at the hands of the 
ovemment during the last 47 years). Fourth, many of the pelliOns making the 

figgest claims of "alien bodies" make their living from the "Roswell Incident." 
While having a commercial interest in something does not automatically make it 
suspect, it does raise interesting questions related to authenticity. Such pelliOns 
should be encouraged to present their evidence (not speculation) directly to the 
government and provide all pertinent details and evidence to support their claims 
if honest fact-finding is what is wanted. Lastly, pelliOns who have come forward 
and provided their names and made claims may have, in good faith but in the 
"fog of time," misinterpreted past events. The review of Air Force records did not 
locate even one piece of evidence to indicate that the Air Force has had any part 
in an "alien" body recovery operation or continuing cover-up. 

During the course of this effort, the Air Force has kept in close touch with the 
GAO and responded to their various queries and requests for assistance. This 
report was generated as an official response to the GAO, and to document the 
considerable effort expended by the Air Force on their behalf. It is anticipated that 
that the GAO will request a copy of this report to help formulate the formal 
report of their efforts. It is recommended that this document serve as the final Air 
Force report related to the Roswell matter, for the GAO, or any other inquiries. 

Attachments . 
1. Washington Post Article, "GAO Turns to Alien Turf in New Probe," 
January 14, 1994 
2. GAO Memo, February 15, 1994 
3. DoD/ IG Memo, February 23, 1994 
4. SAP I FM Memo, February 24, 1994, w I Indorsement 
5. SAF/ AA Memo, March 1, 1994, wI March 16, 1994 Addendum 
6. APlIN Memo, March 14, 1994 
7. AF/ SE Memo, March 14, 1994 
8. SAFI AQL Memo, March 22, 1994 
9. AF/ XOWP Memo, March 9,1994 
10. SAFI AAl Memo, March 10, 1994 
11. AFHRA/ CC Memo, March 8, 1994 
12 AFOSI / HO Memo, May 11, 1994 
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13. List of Locations and Records Searched 
14. HQ AAF "Issuance of Orders," June 5, 1947 
15. Copy of Vandenberg's Appointment Book and Diary, July 7-9, 1947 
16. July 9, 1947 Photos of Balloon Wreckage, Ft Worth SllIr Telegram 
17. Signed Sworn Statement of Cavitt, May 24, 1994 
18. Transcript of Cavitt Interview, May 24, 1994 
19. Letter, July 8, 1946, Project MOGUL 
20. Signed Sworn Statement of Spilhaus, June 3, 1994 
21. Signed Sworn Statement of Moore, June 8, 1994 
22. Signed Sworn Statement of Trakowski, June 29, 1994 
23. Transcript of Interview with Moore, June 8, 1994 
24. Transcript of Interview with Trakowski, June 29, 1994 
25. illustration of Project MOGUL "Balloon Trains" 
26. Two Photos of Project MOGUL "Balloon Trains" 
27. Log Summary, NYU Constant Level Balloon Flights 
28. List of Museums Contacted 
29. Copy of Blueprint for "Pilot Balloon Target, ML-307C/ AP Assembly" 
30. Signed Sworn Statement of Newton, July 21, 1994 
31. Phot05 of ML-307C/ AP Device, With Vintage Neopru.e Balloon and Debris 
32. Synopsis of Balloon Research Findings by 1st Lt James McAndrew 
33. "Mensuration Working Paper," With Drawing and Photo 
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