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Wil
be - arraigned-..jn Lincoln
Heighis -Municipal Court to;
day to ‘explain the impromp-
tu street ‘scene: vice squad
officers- say - he staged ln'
Hollywoad ly yesterday.",

"The u-y:f;-om actor-pro-,

ducer 'v‘vas booked at Holly- .
wood .d vision. on a co; nmon ~er tray e
hk ' complaint after -an \'LOS l&%’ZEPIé'SO EXAMINTR
} jergument - ®ith. the plajns. DATE 195~

Clothesmen ;' who " reported; - . e

woy ppory csmester andl o WACKE W Kanofug

STRY Macks. " LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISioN
According fo'Lt. B. A. Jack.

son, night watch ‘commander.

at the Hollywood station, the . - CR \MOS L

officers were dez;:unee’dsihyj . ‘ : .

the TV executive in offen ve

language when they offered LA— 9Y ~5X ?

[oim _assistance, " "7 ~ .
TWo uniformed officers Lo .
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October 3; 1959

Dear Edgar, | V (A/ﬁCd1
same cover is a final gcript of

Enclosed under
a show entitled PKE," which will be shown on the
Wgstinghouse-De lu Playhouse.

Needless to say, we have made every effort to be
authentic in our depiction of the Lepke surrender.
Also, to portray the law enforcement agencies involved
with the proper degree of dignity.

We particularly, hope that we have used your name in
a menner which is acceptable to you and will be most
grateful for any suggestions or eriticisms you would
like to make. o .

Unfortunately, due to the exigencies of television,

this is a belated submission since the show begins

photography on Friday, October 16, - We do hope that .
you like the script and that you will convey your N
reactions to us assoon as possible. , -

Sincefely, '

En. . ‘ , \\ éZQ// . L ‘/<?¢“'f:
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ' ‘ Z . e
{.»Federal Bureau of Investigat;;;;;;iZSi(,rnaz) ’ iy

“United States Department of Justice
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NOTE 8ee Jones to DeLoach memo dated 10-7—59 captioned "'Lepke'
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B DESILU PLAYHOUSE TELEVISION snow AR 'g”_d "G, Suliwan
’ . v‘l‘:h.:‘:em_

| © By Jetter of October 3, 1959 nes?}xrnaz, President o£¥8silil . .
,Productions Inc., sent the Director a copy of the script for "Lepke]' a Desﬂu’ﬁé&

yhouse television feature which his oompany plans to begin photographing

on October 16, 1959. C.a/l F’ |

B Arnaz expresses the hope that the Director will like the script
and will convey his reaction to Arnaz,

REVIEW OF SCRIPT:

The scri t'of "Lepke" was written by Adr A

The =cript prominently features
Walter Winchell who acts as narrator. The last days of Lepke's freedom are  _
portrayed and show the brutal manner in which he directed "Murder Incorporated."
Lepke's contempt for other people's lives is strikingly conveyed through scenes
{showing gangland murders ordered by him. His cruelty toward not only his enemies
but his own associates is depicted and his desertion by his criminal associates By
transmitjs the moral tone that crime does not pay.

~s

L e

d . B . _'.;‘_' <
: .\ The Director is mentioned on 14 of the script's 87 pages ‘and each .
reference is favorable and respectful. ‘The story relates that the Director is ﬂf(/
agreeable to the suggestion that Walter Winchell act as go-between in the Lepke
surrender but that no strings are attached and no promises are made that Lepke
will receive a light Federal sentence and not be turned over to the State of New York.
The pergon of the ‘Director is shown' only as a shadow in the car waiting for Lepke

{to arrive. No words are spoken by the Director aécording to the script 7
. i i ; .:}\ 3 a S
:,’ - :S - ‘1 .
i OBSERVAT’IONS U e BT REE 42 ?" A R
: - R -, . sr Fatts 3 OCT 8 Yq 9 “A— . /

"rhe script is an interestlng forceful one and treats the Director

the F vorably. e A
ECO ITON: El{éﬂ T’EMDF ik

5 * F2460 The attached letter be sent Desi Arnaz thanking m for brm i g thiS
»o ’2’ ainte{/ssng Berin '?“3"3 Director's attention. V a i ’

4 1 Enclosures JRH (3)
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B ~ In connection with our recent experience with Deﬁlu
anna. it is felt that the attached letter to SAC Burke in Loos Angeles

" would be most appropriate at this time. This letter points out to Burke the

need for maintaining an extremely close watch over motion picture and

‘apprised of any activities which are undertaken to depict the Bureau in a
television series. , , ‘

RE COMME NDATION

/
ﬁ,;\' ‘\
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1 - Mr. Jones

J'fM:geg -
(3)
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It is recommended that the attached leibr be sent SAC Burke.

Office M..." mdum « oxirep bomses GOVERNMENT

T0 '_. 'Mr.“'rolson. _ | DATE: October 21, 1959 -

olson
D.L,F

uko

. Pﬂnm PU

‘Rosen
Tomm
Trotter e ___
¥.C. Sullivan _
Tele. Room .
Helloman o __
Gandy

television productions in his area in order that the Bureau can be immediately
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TO :  Mr. DeLoach { o oArg; October 23, 1959

Tolson

ﬂ“ GOVERNMENT

JELEVISION

N . . Mohr
© 7 suspmer: W mUCHABLES" Toh . /“
e - ¢ w.C.

' PRODUCED ESILU flobwucrzar/’s
:“v m—m
‘Re previous memora.nda of sa.me caption. ,

L Thursday evening October 22, 1959, over Television Station R
. WMAL (Channel 7), 9:30 - 10:30 p. m., the Desilu Series, "The Untouchables, "
- produced " Ma Barker and Her Boys." This program, as previously noted, K
features Elliott Ness (played by Robert Stack), the deceased Treasury Enforce- “
ment Agent, as leading a group of Federal, state and local law enforcement o
“officers in the investigation and machine gun--hand grenade filled apprehension

. ©of Ma Barker (played by Claire Trevor) in a Florida cabin. The bulk of the

program depicts the criminal activities of Ma Barker and her sons, Doc, Fred,
Lloyd and Herman, along with how she aids them in their crimina.l careers.
T Ness and his associates were generally referred to as Federal
Agents although on one occasion he is described by Ma Barker as a " G-Man"
and on another occasion Ness mentioned an " FEI fugitive ﬂy sheet " The :
] impression is clearly conveyed that Ness is an FBI Agent. .
B Ma Barker and her song are mainly portrayed in an unsympa etic
manner and law enforcement is treated fairly. Ma is shown, however, sho{/and
apparently killed by raiding Federdl Agents as she sits in a parlor chair|ligten- .
ing toa phonograph record of the hymn, "Rock of Ages " o

. '_._.;’ NP (SRR

Walter
‘ production, describ apprehending Federal Agents as " Elliott Nessr’ raiding

i

brief disclaimer was voiced at the .very end of the program B
ercial and preview of the next show.' (The next production will o
murders.) The disclaimer pointed out that while the FBI was - .
not portrayed in this production, the FBI had a principal responsibility in the "=
Barker case and was responsihle for the investigation and solution of
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+ ~ Jones to DeLoach memo oy

The Crime Research Section will continue to monitor this

series to determine if a.ny future misrepresentations of Bureau cases are
perpetrated. , » _

' RECOMMENDATION:

None. For. hiforniatibn.
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e OGT 20 1959 ""‘ o Mr. McGuire.. -
: y e .. Mr. Mohr_______
G Ry UL & . Mr. Parsons__._
, ! - m:ma = Mr. Rosen______

2 4 gk R Mr. Trotter

Mr. W.C.Sullivan
Tele. Room_____

Mr. Holloman___
Miss Gandy.—

ﬂ¢>6§NT 10 20-59 l&'lS PM NB

TO DIRECTOR, rsx L¢u¢ _- s
-FROM SAC s LOS ANGELES 2 P L E Dsswu Pl—ﬂ—»]/Jausé'

-.enum“mz UNTOUCHABLES W, DESILY TELEVISION sr:ms o
'm:smxcn cnmx RECORDS.' IN com:m:ncz TODAY WITH DESI ARNAi, 4
. AND -1 WAS ‘ADVISED THAT THE FUTURE

sronu:s conczaumc rsx CASES 'ARE OUT. THE ONLY rnoau:n CONCERNS m:
ONE STORY ON MA BARKER TO BE n:u:vxssn NIGHT OF ocroszn wsmv-v‘
| TWO THE FILMS FOR WHICH ﬁavz BEEN SHIPPED AFTER REMOVAL or FBI
m:nnou.’ DESI ADVISED 'nus WORK DONE BY KEEPING THEIR LAB OPEN
MAJOR PORTION OF NIGHT ocmm:n SEVENTEEN. AS PER 'rm. CALLS

DESI ro ASST. nmscron DE LOACH THE mscmmm BEING PRODUCED ON

MSYs

FILM TODAY AND CAN REACH BROADCASTER DATE OF S’HOWING. TIME ELEMEN
WILL PERMIT PART OF DISCLAIMER AS FOLLOWS WE"DESILU PRODUCTION 4 -

OF THE BARKER CASE AND wAs RESPONSIBLE FOR rm: HANDLING AND
| EVENTUAL sownou or n. m _.ARNAZ Issumc sumxzr IN- .

. uTE oS oL .;-—-":‘ .n,.;p,, "{“-ﬁ' v REyY o 2 3> - . .
:STRUCTIONS TQ_ M.L PRODUCERS THAT ANY 8‘6”3 FBI OR HR. ROOVER“TO Bf. ]

25Ny i ¥ - 5151/2
MADE' WITH LOS—&NCE GE " ¥°

FE

4.;5‘ “-'~ -.i:*‘:

RCUMSTANCES DOES%IE WANT TO DA%GEWW ‘{ .
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FRIENDSHIP HE ENJOYS WITH MR, HOOVER, MEETING ON FACE LEFT NO °~
INDICATION OF ILL WILL WHATSOEVER, | _
~ END ACK PLS . Lo L - - ‘
g-18 PM OK FBI WXXX WA J6 .
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Mr. Holloman

October 20, 1959

Mr. J. Bdgar Hoover, Director, . .
Federal Bureau of Investigation } _ /
Washingtem, D, C.

Dear Edgar: -

Thank you very much for the kind note of October lith and the enclosed
article, ®"Commmnist Illusion and Democratic Reality®. I have read it
with a great deal of interest and as is always the case after reading
some of your writings and utterances, I find myself approaching this
most serious question better armed with information and kmowledge and
better equipped with a basic reasonable approach which must be acoepted S
before the ﬁ.nal solution to these problems can prmil. -
T was also quite disturbed last week to find that there wes a sﬁmation
here at Desiln which had inadvertently come about, which caused some
concern on the part of the Bureau representatives, We have had one
eting so far and are plaming another meeting for 11:30 today which
I am sure will eliminate any cause for concern on the part of your
reat organization. Webb Burke, the new S.A.C, of the Los Angeles
ffice, is coming out to meet with Desi and I am sure that all the
ifferences will be ironed out very quickly and to the satisfaction of
all concerned,

It is shocking to many of us to see same of the formerly well known and
active Communists conming back into circulation in the picture industry
and also to watch the behavior of certain producers in apparently try:lng
to promo'bo the foreign cause as they did some years ago, .

As you know, fm time to time T am ask'ed to appear at public functions
and address large groups and I never miss an opportunity to touch on

: 1 this particilar aspect of American life and point cut some of the dangers

and problems which beset us now and will destroy us in the future if the .
usual complacent attitude of the generel public prevails, It is an un~: - i

. . | fortunate thing to realise that from time to time we have to use the

M

shock treatment to scare our public cut of their general apathy and into -
a condition that makes them pay just the ordinary anount of attention; -

to the benefits of this great aysten of nt which we,all enjoyf -
0052 1120l . BEC 7 CEEYA BN
' f:. " ‘.r S ' /4 v
R ﬁzb]dg- 18 Nov 2 1959
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Flease canvey my best regards to Clyde and the rest of my friends
in the Bureau and I hope that I may have the chance of seeing you
1in person some time in the mear future,.

Most sincerely

) ’ .
- 8 " e oy, o eyt e 7 AT = T

N asaand




ATEETIIEECY bave received your _
~. and was pleased 1o learn of your reaction to ]
‘;Muammaumy.- It is my bope that this

o RAR

media, the FRI should gat due ¢

2 rned the :

; tggtﬁmade to Desidwand & didbfaimer was
"Desilu promised that future programs = -
with FBI cases would be canceled.
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| repeat the above pr.omises to B!lrlse- )

”fo 0 Mr. Tolson DATE: October 19, 1859
" mow:  C.D.Deroactf i
. T . ‘ ...- i*;. ' - L‘ .g'?.v A o X .-_‘ g | :Z?‘uho
susjecr: . - "THE UNTOUCHABLES" . <) o he—
' - TELEVISION PROGRAM ~ . ;fml*!'gm
o PRODUCED BY DESILU T S
: " Gandy o

I called Desi Arnaz this a.fternoon relative to the captioned
matter. He was told flatly that although we appreciated his friendship and
cooperation in the past, the Director wanted him to positively understand that we would

| refuse to allow usurpation of the FBI cases or perversion of FBI history as

of "The Untouchables, had planned. I told Arnaz that -
the Director was certain he did not want Desilu Productions to be a party of fraudulent
presentations. It was mentioned that ""The Untouchables' would certainly be placed in
that category if Desilu Productions carried out their planning as indicated

-~ The point was speciﬁcally nede that the name of the FBI was not to be ,
used in any manner whatsoever. He was also told that there was another subject that
we wished to discuss, that being the absolute necessity of a disclaimer at the beginning
and end of Thursday night's program regarding Ma Barker. He agreed to this without
any equivocatlon. ‘

|
|

" Mr. Arnaz stated he desired to express his appreciation to the Director
ior the courteous way in which the FBI had handled this matter. He mentioned he was
shocked when he discovered that invaded the FBI%
cases. He stated he would appreciate the Director being advised that he (Arnaz) and
Lucy, his wife, had been so busy handling their own television program that little time
had been left to supervise "The Untouchables.! He stated for this reason he had no
inkling of —actions until SAC Burke called upon him Friday, 10- 16-59

Mr. Arna.z indicated that under no circumstances wnuld he tolerate
or allow invasion of the FBI's cases. He mentioned that instructions would be issued
immediately to have SllllPchange his entire planning. He stated no names, similar
_to the ones in FBI cases, would be used, neither would the same set of facts be used
under any circumstances. He advised that the cases they would use would be -
~J completely fictinnalized and would not be patter He added

%WM% cases.

that he was to have lunch on Tuesday, 10-20-59, gii urke and that he would B
ni

9 52’ if'/

e >£,E:» : "“c'e v

o

1 Mr Tolson
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1-Mr. Jones _ L’L vli Ey 133 “ NOVCQN%UEB NEXT
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DeLoach to Tolson ‘
- Ré: The Untouchables
- Television Program
' Produced by Desilu

Sy tarre- . A T

) \g«x;ﬁ, .
.

T AftertalklngwithMr Arnaz,lcalledSACBurkeandtoldhimut _
. the conversation with Arnaz., Burke was instructed to follow the same line of
reasoning and to be completely firm in any conversation whatsoever. I dictated
the disclaimer which was set forth in my memornadum 10-17-59 and told Burke
to insist that either this disclaimer be uged or one very similar. He was told
under no circumstances should it appear that the FBI had sanctioned the Ma
Barker production by Desilu, or any other production. Burke was told to send
usa teletype immediately following his luncheon date withArna.z

Aiter talking with BAC Burke I called
Warner Brothers, and advised him of the above facts.
stated there was no doub t Desilu Productions was attempting to take advantage
of what publicity was given '"The FBI Story.' In the event there is any invasion
of FBI cases, ind Warner Brothers will do everythi.ng within their
' power to stop this. =

| . '.WABC TV network, will be contacted
( tomorrow, ve to an official protest in this matter. S :

A\]

ACTION: 94“"&’%“‘*“""”&"‘ &MW

We will follow this matter closely.
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- Oﬁgf Memmndum .. UNITED S’DIES GOVERNMENT

7o Voo MR TOLSON = - pare: October 21, 1959
: ‘ ' Tolson
) moM : c. D. DELOACH-i{ Do —
K McGuire
' ' - ‘ . :::onl'...__
summcr: ' “THE UNTOUCHABLES" , = ;= -'./ - Ronen
- ... " TELEVISION PROGRAM -~ -7 7 =
",PRODUCEDBYDESILU R Tl on

" . Gandy

Desi Arnaz called from Los Angeles, Caliiornia s: 30 PM .-
October 20 He stated that SAC Burke of our Los Angeles Ofﬁce was with him. .
Arnaz then read me a memorandum which he had just dictated and which specifically
instructed all units of Desilu Productions that the FBI's name was not to be used
under any circumstances at any time without first notifying him of the intentions
of such usage and then obtaining complete clearance from either the Los Angeles
FBI Office or FBI Headquarters in Washington. The memorandum also included
Y that the unit supervising ""The Untouchables" was under no circumstances whatsoever

to use any cases which rightfully belong to FBI history or in which the FBI has
participated :

: Mr. Arnaz asked me to assure the Director that he sincerely _
regretted this incident and that it was simply a matter of him not keeping in personal
_touch with all units of Desilu Productions.

Arnaz stated that the Thursday night show, October 22 concerning .
Ma Barker unfortunately cannot be cancelled,; however, all TV stations are being
requested by Desilu Productions to put this disclaimer in at the end of the show, -
"Desilu Productions wishes to point out that the FBI, although not being featured
in tonight's program, had the principal jurisdictional responsibility of the Barker
case and is solely responsible for the handling and eventual solution of this case."
1told Mr. Arnaz that I felt certain the Director would have no objections to this
phraseology. (It closely follows ours with the exception that it does not mention
Elliot Ness by name and the fact that he had nothing to do with the Barker case.) .

@ “ext came on the phone and also extended apologies .
He stated that he was certainly glad the matter had been worked out to the satisfaction
of the FBI and that he would bend over backwards not to displease the Director. j:f_' N

\.

: P The Ma Barker program ThursdayEnI\ig% m monitored 1 have .
instructed SAC Burke to follow this matter most closely to make certain there is no
slip-up in the instructions issued by Arnaz in connection with future prog i
'ﬂ‘he }Jntouchables.';_;g g Lo A e SR 7 T

1- Mr. Tols‘ry 08 il
.. L~ Mr. Jones p
CCDD:ejp (4)
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) Oﬂice Memi‘rzmdum * UNITED S./TES GOVERNMENT

.t  MR. TOLSON , . paTE:-  October 17, 1959

. ' . . Tolson V
. . : Belmont "

moM : C. D. DELOAG?' o - Soutoon
t. ) i q( . . ‘ . " .‘” o . K’. - ::E:lh‘t_.__g

Parsons

_susjecT: - . - "THE 'ﬁNTOUCHABLEs" o e X TR T Tem

R v A g hd ! A ’
4,/ ~ - " TELEVISION PROGRAM -~ .» " o . S
d 7 .. . . PRODUCED BY DESILU "~ .° o o oo —
S S Gandy o

" - .. InDecember, 1958, Desi Arnaz advised you by telegram that =
- Desilu contemplated dramatizing the book "The Untouchables" by the late Elliot Ness.
He asked permission to use, in dramatic reference, the name of the FBI in the story
r but not in the title. By letter dated January 5, 1959, the Director advised Arnaz
that "The Untouchables" describes the activities of prohibition investigators and not
of Special Agents of the FBI. The Director's letter pointed out the undesirability
of using the name of the FBI in the dramatization. We have been approached three
times since then by Arnaz or Desilu Productions to use the FBI's name in a TV
series. These requests were turned down. By letter dated October 7, 1959, we gave
Arnaz permission to use the Director's name in a playhouse feature entitled o
""Lepke," jinasmuch as this is an excellent program which will be narrated by -
Walter Winchell, - L o R L e e

‘ In 1958, Desilu Productions produced the above-mentioned . -
spectacular called ""The Untouchables.™ It was presented in a two-part program, had
: very high ratings, and this year is back as a regular one-hour series based on the
“same format of Elliot Ness and the Treasury Department vs. the beer barons and
4 hoodlums of the 1920s and 1930s. B ‘ ’

The first program of ""The Untouchables™ was monitored by us on ‘
October 15, 1959, It dealt with the struggle for power by Al Capone's old associates
in iaking over the gang following Capone's imprisonment. The FBI was in no way
mentioned, - R L

On October 15, 1959, we received a radiogram from the Little Rock
Office advising that the October 22, 1959, prﬁm of "The Untouchables" will deal

96 specifically with Ma Barker and her gang. in Little Rock had requested
& I the SAC for any data concerning activities wich the Barkers might have carried on in_
- #4 - Arkansas, Little Rock advised that a preview of this program gave brief glimpses

*3 |jof the growth,” development and demise of the Barker gang. There was a scene -
showing Elliot Ness, the old prohibition agent who wag formerly a police officer in -

- MCleveland, Ohio, firing from behind a tree and kﬂ.‘lﬁx& gkker in a cabin in Florida.
RTINS e, 3 i o lad e R R MNIRCRZ 2 37w g * 8 it 98 i R
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terrible error and that he would remove the words "the FBI" from the opening

\in 1958 which ldentjﬁed these men as Treasury Agents..:;;_ PR ATy

" My memorandum to you dated October 16; 1959, reflected that

if "The Untouchables" dealt with the Barker case October 22, 1959, it must

necessarily deal with the FBI in order to be historically accurate in that we were
the primary Federal Agencyinvolved in handling this case. We have had no prior
information from Desilu or any other source that "The Untouchables" would start

linvolving the FBI as would appear to be the case in this instance. It was, therefore,

recommended, approval given by the Director, to have the SAC, Los Angeles - .
contact Desilu and ascertain if the FBI is to be depicted in the scheduled program

of October 22, 1859, and, if so, why Desilu did not have the courtesy to contact

us regarding this matter. The SAC was told that if the FBI is not to be depicted

in "The Untouchables, " dealing with the Barkers, then the program would 'y
necessarily be historically inaccurate and give the public the impression that the -
Treasury Department handled this major case. ! : ' ‘

- - "BAC Burke, Los Angeles, called me at home at 10PM, Friday:.
night, October 16. (The attached teletype is in confirmation of this call,) SAC Burke

and a Special Agent, upon receipt of our instructions, as mentioned above, contacted
Desilu Productions, Wof "The Untouchables"
admitted that their schedule ober 22, » program would be entitled ""Ma Barke

and her Boys." He further admitted that the FBI was mentioned in the opening
narration which is to be done by Walter Winchell. The FBI is to be mentioned in
this manner--"On January 16, 1935, there took place one of the most incredible
episodes in the amnals of American crime...It began at 7 o'clock on a warm, _
sunny Florida morning. In a combined operation, Elliot Ness and his special agents
joined with the FBI, state troopers and local police in a surprise visit to a quiet -
resort colony near the town of Oklawaha...What followed made front page headlines
all over the world. . . . 'NjliRN» told Burke the program does not identify Elliot Ness
and his special agents as being connected with the Treasury Department but refers
to then only as Federal Agents Aflladmitted that most people will probably ,
consider Ness and his agents as FBI Agents. L e

- SAC Burke told fijilipthat the opening narration differentiates

between Ness, his agents, and the FBI. ‘He told S hat the scriptwas -~ .
completely unfactual and credits other agéncies with work done by the FBI. SAC
Burke added it is bad enough to do something like this and worse to have the FBI
in the supporting role. told SAC Burke that he realizes he has made g

narration. He stated that in this manner the Federal Agents would not be identified |-:
in any manner other than the audience's recollection from the original programs e

VRIS
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M émo DeLoach to Tolson

L4 L S AL LR T

SRR admitted to SAC Burke that he had asked
who is known to you and the Director and who is ‘
silu, to clear his handling of this story with the FBL GRS
stated that since/HAd heard nothing to the contrary from he assumed
that sanction had been obtained. S ,

te, SAC Burke questioned Siillllabout the possibility of notshowing
the Ma Barker case, 1d him that the American Broadcasting Company -
TV network had purchased "The Untouchables' for one year and that the Ma Barker
‘ case had been widely publi¢ized for showing next Thursday, October 22, 1859,
'ﬂ—stated that considering contractual arrangements, he doubted if any
substitution could be made. SAC Burke questioned NP:s to the programs in the
tuture. GNP+ intended doing the John Dillinger, Dutch Schultz,
Pretty Boy Floyd and Baby Face Nelson stories, SAC Burke then stated that the
FBI was most unhappy with his usage of the Ma Barker case and that certainly
the FBI would not tolerate further invasion by depiction of these cases.

' - SAC Burke next held a conference with {llland Desi Arnaz. .
I Arnaz admitted that he had not followed "The Untouchables" personally and that
{he now realizes "g terrible goof has been made. Arnaz stated his personal o
esteem for the Director was such that he would do (nothing intentionally to hurt the
FBL. He claimed that he desires to make whatever amends possible, Arnaz stated
he was willing to have the announcer at the end of the Ma Barker program, October
state’we would like to thank the FBI for allowing "The Untouchables" to portray -

| the part played by the FBI in the real Ma Barker case," SAC Burke told Arnaz that
such a datement would indicate FBI sariction. Arnaz then stated thit he would have
any statement made, or omissions made, according to the desires of the ¥BI, .

apm—

l

\ ‘- " BAC Burke brought up the subject of future programs, 1... John -
|}Dillingex, Baby Face Nelson, etc. Arnaz told SAC Bukke that specific FBI stories. . .
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t will not be treated and that fictionalized stories would be substituted if the FBI
N ’desires. Arnaz then stated he was of the opinion that Elliot Ness joined the FBI

&

after the Capone case. (This, of course, is not true.) Arnaz asked SAC Burke

if in future programs could Elliot Ness and his men be established as FBI Agents.,

1SAC Burke then told Arnaz this would have to be a decision made in Washington,
SAC Burke made arrangements with Arnaz for another conference on Tuesday,

- ~

) . ; L. ) e . L : W

P e ale . e LR . CL .
. . Upon _keaving, 1d SAC Burke that depiction of Federal

Agents on the "Ma Bavker case" would be favorable to any agency. He offered

a screening of this program to allow criticism; however, at the same time pointed

out that the time element would preclude much change in his program. He stated

that the script was available if the FBI so desired to have it.

' ' I instructed SAC Burke to send in a summary teletype and told him
to take no further action until he heard from us. \ . : .

. OBSERVATIONS:

|

| R

" - The Aabove-‘mentio'ned cages are in the public domain.  Desilu
Productions, however, has highly advertised these programs as being absolutely
factual. To the contrary, this is a false statement which misleads the public.

- DesiluProdﬁctions, despité the overtures of friendship, is
apparently attempting to take advantage of the prominence of "The FBI Story." - .
(Above cases with the exception of the Dutch Schultz case used therein.) Thesg

programs are absolutely false in that Ness and his agents had nothing to do with
l these cases. . o ) . o .

. - The forthcoming program regarding Ma Barker (scheduled for

Thursday, October 22, 1959,) of course, cannot be cancelled at this date. It is
strongly believed, however, that we should insist on a disclaimer at the beginning

[ 1] and at the end of this program. Something of this nature could be Jogically stated,

{ | " Desilu Productions wishes to point out that the FBI, although not being fedatured
in tonight's program, bad the principle jurisdictional responsibility of the Barker - -

case and is solely responsible for the handling and eventual solution of this case. :

Elliot Ness and the Treasury Agents featuréin tonight's episode had nothing ... -

j whatsoever to do with this case,™ . = = - - . e
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1

Itis believed that Arnaz wi]l aJIow the above disclaimer, or one
similar to this, We should not under any circumstances permit a disclaimer _
which would indicate sanction of this program.

In 8o far as the remaining programs are concerned (Dﬂlinger,
Baby Face Nelson, etc.) it is recommended that Desi Arnaz be pointedly ‘
advised that we must insist that such programs not be shown. He should be told
that the changing of names of principal subjects, the usage of disclaimers, are
of little or no’ substance. It should be emphatically mentioned that use of these
cases depicting solution by Elliot Ness and his agents represents shoddy -
representation of the facts and of our past relationship with Desilu Productions. --

RECOMMENDATIONS: -}

(1) It is recommended that I be allowed to call Desi Arnaz and
discuss the above-mentioned steps, advising primarily that if Desilu Productions
persist’in using such material, we will deeply resent this perversion of FBI history.
If Arnaz offers to compromise by using the FBI's na.me, he will be told that we
will not allow this under any circumstances. N 6

L
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(2) That we confiden
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' RECOMMENDATIONS (Céntinued):,

, " (8) You or the Director may desire to advise Walter Winchell
inasmuch as be is scheduled to narrate the Ma Barker program, has narrated
other programs, and is undoubtedly scheduled to narrate programs in the future.

o he
. A .

- ~ (4) X no satisfaction is obtained from Arnaz and Desilu Productions,
we should give consideration to confidentially advisin
American Broadcasting Company Network, regarding this matte-sho

!

be to1d that the ABT TV network 1s being placed in the untenable position of
showing so-called "factual programs, " when, in fact, the programs are absolutely
false and misleading. He should be advised that we feel certain that he would not
want this stigma against the ABC Network, particularly when the public is raising
{ & hue and cry at this time against other networks for falseness (quiz programs).
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R + sumecT:: - “"THE UNTOUCHABLES" Eot I U
S TELEVISION PROGRAM B o ,
. PRODUCED BY DESILU SRR
BACKGROUND: 0/‘”5’

. ~ Last television season Desilu Productiong produ
spectacular called "The Untouchables, " starring Robert\Stack. This
concerned the activities of Elliot Ness, a deceased Tre

and his efforts in breaking up the Al Capone gang in Chicago.
had very high ratings and this year it is back as a regular one

the 1920's and 1930's.
- CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS:

, deait with the struggle for power by Capone's old associates in taki
received a radiogram from Little Rock stating that next Thursday's "

and killing Ma Barker in a cabin in Florida. It is obvious that the
mvolved‘ in this program.

deal with the B
-to be historicdlly accurate in that we were the prima
handling this case. We had no prior knowledge from

ERGR

- EEMY
ced a two-part :

The first program of this series was seen in Washingfor last-night and

following Capone's imprisonment. The FBI was in no way mentioned.

-

GOVERNMENT

' bata: Detober 16, 1050

, Tolgon
_ 1’7- McGuire
- Mohr

c s

Trotter
¥.C. Sullivan _
Tele. Room .
Holloman .____

program

Enforcement Agent,
This two-part program
-hour series based on -
the same format of Elliot Ness and the Treasury Department vs. the beer barons of . -

S

.}f’vf.:

2

over the gang
Last night we
The Untouchables"

program will deal with Ma Barker and her gang. The reason for the radiogram was
that the television station in Little Rock carrying this program wanted to give it some

1 local promotion and asked the SAC for any data concerning activities which the Barkers
might have carried on in Arkansas. The brief preview of next week's program on
"The Untouchables" series gave brief glimpses of the growth, development and demise
of the Barker gang and there was a scene showing Elliot Ness firing from behind a tree
Bureau willbe ...

The important consideration here is that if "The Untouchables" will
arker case next week, it must necessarily deal with the FBI in order
cy involved in
y Other source that -

' "The Untouchables" would start inWlVingthﬁEEBhaS would appear to be the case in this
i nstance. oo T T RN 7{-—- S25 SR
e P ". ‘7 ¢ ): %‘ . .g,-,_.qt :.';: i j ?—- *
. i ' V ’z v . B “X.Isg P - e ._«' s.(i‘ 9 ._;“' . )
- 1.~ Mr. Jones -7 f i ik LU, - (Bee recamirendationg pext Psﬁe)
. FLET s et i e e ECU tit plal
e ST cmME PR 44

% I T . W

v S —— TEE———— o -



2. ok . . . P U

;
i
;.
i,
1§

B

DeLoaqh to Tolson memorandum

RECOMMENDATIONS:

- . 1, It is recommended that the attached teletype be sent the Los Angeles
office asking them to contact Desilu and ascertain if the FBI i8 to be depicted in
the forthcoming program concerning Ma Barker and her sons and, if so, why Desilu
did not have the courtesy to contact us regarding this depiction of our efforts. If the
FBI is not to be depicted in "The Untouchables" program dealing with the Barkers then
the program will necessarily be historically inaccurate and give the public the

impression that the Treasury Department handled this major case|

W X
Ko

- 2, It is recommended that the attached radiogram be sent Little Rock
advising them to tell the local television station that Alvin Karpis, a prominent figure
in the Barker gang, was active in the Hot Springs, Arkansas, area, and that the
SAC should refer to the portions of "The FBI Story" dealing with the Barker-Karpis -
gang. : - .
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S Reference is mnde to the attached memoranda of Mr. DeLoach to
‘Mr. Tolson, dated October 16, 17, 19, 21, 1859, and captioned as above.
FBI Cases Invaded ‘

' The above-referenced memoranda all refer to usurpation of FBI

~ cases or perversion of FEI history by the executive producer of the television
series, “The Untouchables." Particularly was this noted to be the case in the
October 22, 1959, presentation of the shooting of Ma Barker by agents of the
TreasuryDepartment oy o P e

False Advertisgg ‘ | v . _

Inasmuch as these memoranda all stress the fact that Eliot Ness,
the protagonist of the series, was never a member of the FBI, I thought you - )
would be interested in the attached page from the current issue of the TV Guide ~
(page A-81) which describes " The Untouchables" as "the true story of FBI man
Eliot Ness' savage war on the notorious mobsters Al Capone left behind." Next
week's edition of the TV Guide has been observed to carry the same advertisement.

RECOMNDATIONS‘ o : [ P PO
- 1. For the information of the Director

-

- V 2. That this memorandum be forwarded to Mr. DeLoach Ior a.ny S
he may desire to take with respect to the und(tthorized and inac:u)r’a)g use

- 4'\

cuon ﬁcmer R ’1, v o :'"'f,a -‘ el /
- 1 John E. McHale, Jr.
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BOOQQ]BETTYHUTTON—COmedy :
 “Who Killed Vaudeville?® A hard-uck

performer begs Goldie to help him find a
theater memem mm will put Nm
hack on his feet... ”
e ———— Y Hutbn
Teddy Adams -.._..._......_..Juls Munshln
Nicky Strickland e R mhs
@0 1) BAT MASTERSON -
. “Shakedown at St. Joe.” Bat stops at St.
" Joseph, Mo, to see Dora-Miller, an old
~ girl friend, whos

m@oonuueeo-c«medy

. “The Neighborly Gesture.” Donna hnnts
" Alex, claiming that he is Jealous of their

sm.lel?sndminwfwlmwlghhw

e rn—— - T T ]
: 8.30 ﬂ ® JOHNNY l!lNGO—-Wstem

- . Johnny Ringo Is perplexed by a _request
. from Jess Meade, an old friend. Mude

C. -sbmmtoputhlmmmt

[, . Devauf

@0 STACCATO—MM 23

T “Evil” Jomny Staccato leamns from. his
‘_Mend Bamey that Barney’s sister has
: glvenaﬂhermc.st:lm

e>3toryof. EBl..

> man Eliot Nes savage war on the:

| ;:Robert Stack in Uut-lll-oucmms
9 30-10 30 THURSDAYS CH. 7

The'mv Guide
Pa ge A-81

. October 29, .1959
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. > PRODUCED BY DESILU RODUCTIONS | Taler Room -~

10-29 59 PRODUCTION e T e
‘ : ' Captioned program featured Thursday evening, October 29, 1959,
|over WMAL-TV, a fictionalized account of George ""Bugs" Moran whose gang,

you will recall, was eradicated by the Al Capone mob in the St. Valentine's Day
massacre. - o ,

ST e T Last night’s episode depicted efforts by Moran, who was played by

Lloyd Nola.n to muscle in on legitimate labor unions. -

: }

: o "The Untouchables,“ the special unit headed by Ell'lott Nesg,remalned

~on the fringes of the activity portrayed in last night's production until shortly before
the conclusion of the program when Ness's assistant asked a businessman if his
trucks were engaged in interstate commerce, and learning they were, stated that's
all that's needed for the Elliott Ness group to move against Moran. A gunfire-
filled raid then followed against Moran's hideout.” . i T

Elliott Ness group members frequently described themselves as "Federal Agents. "

. T During the entire performance, which appeared generally nstless, the
Never was the Bureau or the FBI speclﬁcally mentioned

At the outset of the progra.m, a brief announcement staied that the
story originally announced has been postponed untn a later date. Walter Winchell wa
~ once aga.ln tl}e narrator Sz e g B e L PR
S %o Crime ltésearcﬁ Bectiar will continue to monltor this eeriea R
o fully proie;t the rB‘%; interests. /. 3 2

o B REOOMMENDATION
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10 m:cron, FBI .

FROM SAC ANGELES c P . | .

QUOTE THE UNTOUCHABLES, QUOTE DESILU TELEVISION szan:s, n}:szancn / CRIME . -
RECORDS/. REBUTEL, OCTOBER SIXTEEN, LAST, ‘ 6(0

_vmoucnams, QUOTE CONFIRMED ocrosxx SIXTEEN LAST ..
THAT NEXT munsnns PROGRAN ON CAPTIONED s}:nn:s ENTITLED QUOTE MA BARKER

AND HER BOYS QUOTE STATED FBI MENTIONED IN SCRIPT IN OPENING NARRATION,

E WHICH IS DONE BY WALTER WINCHELL, IN FOLLOWING MANNER QUOTE oN
JANUARY SIXTEEN, ONE NINE THREE FIVE, THERE TOOK PLACE ONE .OF- THE MOST
INCREDIBLE EPISODES IN THE ANNALS OF AMERICAN CRIME... IT BEGAN AT
SEVEN 0-CLOCK ON A WARM, SUNNY FLORIDA MORNING. IN A COMBINED

OPERATION, ELIOT NESS AND HIS SPECIAL AGENTS JOINED UITH THE FBI, STATE
TROOPERS AND LOCAL POLICE IN A SURPRISE VISIT TO A QUIET RESORT COLONY -
\NEAR ‘THE TOUN DF OKLAUAHA.u UHAT FOLLOUED MADF5 FRONTPAGE HEADLINES |
ALL OVER THE UORLD.... QUOTE. ) STATED HE DOES NOT IDENTIFY ELIOT NESS/1

Trete

AND HIS SPECIAL AGEN’I'S AS BEING CONNECTED UITH TREASURY DEPARTMENT

sur REFERS TO THEM ONLY AS FEDERAL ERTS THROUSH , n:n
MOST onm: wm. PROBABLY cousmxn Nii% ﬁ ’ﬁs AGEN rd. 2

) . PRt 5\,),{ g \ ..‘,\ "‘l,-:": H ‘»-«‘.a-» 2%

IT UAS POINTED OUT THAT OPENING NARRATION DIFFERE%T;MQ‘EQ.B

‘6‘2‘1‘16‘2{ TB 1 L
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BAE THO oot m e |
WIS AGENTS, AND FBI: _IT WAS po»)u:n out um nxs scnxpr conm.m:n -
. UNFACTUAL AND cxznns OTHER AGENCIES WITH WORK nonz BY FBI.  FURTHER
(p romn:n OUT THAT IT 15 3AD ENOUGH TO DO 'nus AND VORSE TO HAVE FBI
%

""V e

_ IN SUPPORTING nou:. -REALIZED TERRIBLE ERROR
| MADE AND srm:n 'nm HE WOULD REMOVE THE VORDS QUOTE THE FBI QUOTE FROM

OPENING NARRATION, m 'r}us MANNER THE n:m:am. AGENTS, NOT mznnrn:n
IN ANY MANNER OTHER THAN AUDIENCES RECOLLECTION rnon ORIGINAL TWo HOUR
PROGRAM ON QUOTE THE UNTOUCHABLES QUOTE. -cumsn HE HAD ASKED

A 0 5 1.0,

TO CLEAR HIS HANDLING OF STORY WITH BUREAU.

CLAIMED SINCE HE HEARD . .
" NOTHING TO THE CONTRARY FROM

ASSUMED SANCTION OBTAINED. A
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DOING THE JORN DILLINGER, DUTCH SCHULTZ, PRETTY BOY }'LOYD, AND IABY

PAGE THREE ”"”““ B O o o >
QUESTIONED ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF NOT snowmc THIS szcm:m OF ssxn:s._ nt _,
ADVISED ABC MAD PURCHASED THE SERIES FOR ONE YEAR AND THIS STORY WIDELY
PUBLICIZED FOR snowmc m:xr _THURSDAY, . STATES CONSIDERING, comnncwu.

ARRANGEMENTS, DOUBTS IF ANY SUBSTITUTION COULD BE HADE.— VHEN @
QUESTIONED AS TO PLANS FOR SERIES IN FUTURE, ADVISED HE HAD INTENDED

FACE NELSON STORIES. g@EEPVAS TOLD THAT BUREAU WAS MOST UNHAPPY WITH
IDEA OF SHOWING THE MA BARKER STORY AND THAT BUREAU CERTAINLY WOULD NOT
TOLERATE FURTHER INVASION BY DEPICTION OF STORIES MENTIONED, CONFERENCE
HELD wITH G AND DESI ARNAZ ON ENTIRE MATTER. ARNAZ ADVISED THAT
Hi?ﬁAp NOT FOLLOWED PRODUCTION PERSONALLY AND REALIZES TERRIBLE QUOTE
COOF QUOTE MADE. SAID HIS PERSONAL ESTEEM FOR DIRECTOR SUCH THAT HE -
VOULD DO NOTHING 'INTENTIONALLY TO HURT FBI AND DESIRES TO MAKE WHATEVER
AMENDS POSSIBLE., STATED THAT HE WOULD HAVE ANNOUNCER AT END OF NEXT
PROGRAM STATE SOMETHING TO EFFECT QUOTE WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION FOR ALLOWING THE UNTOUCHABLES TO PORTRAY

VTHE PART PLAYED BY THE FBI IN THE REAL MA BARKER CASE. QUOTE. WHEN

POINTED OUT THIS WOULD INDICATE BUREAU SANCTION. ARNAZ SAID THAT - -

THEY UOULD MAKE ANY STATEHENT OR OMIT SAHE ACCORDING T0 DUREAU DESIRES, -




,ELIOT NESS JOINED FBI AFTER CAPONE CASE. _ ASKED II-' IN FUTURE QUDTE
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WHEN rurunz sroms FOR euon: umoucnuu:s uuorz Dzscusszn, ARNAZ sun:n
SPECIFIC FBI STORIES UILL NOT n: TREATED, AND 'FICTIONALIZED STORIES ~
SUBSTITUTED IF BUREAU DESIRES. ARNAZ STATED HE WAS OF THE OPINION -
l;tgzlécnam.ss QUOTE sronu:s, NESS AND HIS MEN com.n sz zsnnusm:n AS -
FBI AGENTS, VAS ADVISED THAT THIS wouLD xavz TO BE BUREAU DECISION
AND ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR ANOTHER CONFERENCE RE FUTURE THIS SERIES FOR
TUESDAY, NEXT—ADVISES THAT DEPICTION OF FEDERAL AGENTS ON @é

gz ovote MA BARKER STORY QUOTE FAVORABLE ro ANY AGENCY. OFFERED .~ T 7 1%

SCREENING OF THIS SEGMENT FOR CRITICISM, 'HOVEVER, POINTED OUT THAT
THE TIME ELEMENT mcwm:s MUCH CHANGE IN sroay. sc;upr‘ AVAIL_ABL}: rqnﬁ""
BUREAU IF DESIRED. BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS REQUESTED, | B '
END ACK PLS IR ’
Az-oo PM OK FBI UA | NM




