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Central Intelligence Agency

MAY 04 2001

Mr. John Greenewald, Jr.

Reference: F-2001-01033
Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This acknowledges receipt of your 24 April 2001 Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) request concerning the following:

“Records on Project Chatter”

For identification purposes we have assigned your request the number
referenced above.

As you may be aware, Project Chatter was a Navy drug testing program.
CIA has already conducted repeated thorough and diligent searches for records
relating to all aspects of U.S. Government drug tests, and has released over
16, 000 pages of records on the subject. CIA has found no document indexed to
the term “Project Chatter,” and further, a full-text search of our released
records located only one document that mentions the project. That document,
which contains the minutes and addenda of a 1977 Senate hearing, includes

one brief reference to the program. We have enclosed that reference for your
use.

Sincerely,

pa

Kathryn I. Dyer
Information and Privacy Coordinator

Enclosure



For Requester
John Greenewald

~ F-2001-01033
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ties would have serious repercussions in political and diplomatic circh
and would be detrimental to the sccomplishment of its missions.”

The research and davulnrmunt progrum, and pariicularly the o
vert testing programs, resulted in tnassive abridgments of lﬁa right
of American citizens, sometimes with ti.zic consequences. The death
of two Americans ** can be atiributed to theso prograins; other partic

ants in the testing programs may still suffer fron the residual of

ects, While some controlled testing of these substunces might be ds
fended, thio nature of the their scale, and the fact that they wen
continued for years after the dunger of surreptitious adininistratios
of LSD to unwitling individuals was known, demonstrate s funds
1nental disregard for the value of human life. |
. The Select Commiltee'’s investigation of the testing and use of chen
ical and biological agents also raise serious questions about the ade
quacy of command and control procedures within the Central Intell
gence Agency and military intelligence, and about the relationship
among the intelligence agencies, otlher governmental ngencies, am
private mstitutions and individuals, The CIA’s normal adninistratin
controls were waived for programs involving chemical and biologici
nts to protect.their sacurity. According to the head of the fudi
runch of the CIL.\. these waivers produced “gross administratis
failures.” They preinted the CIA's internal review mechanisms {th
Oflice of General Counsel, the Inspector General, and the Audit Staff
from adequately supervising the prurrnms. In genersl, the waivers ha
the paradoxical eflect of providing less restrictive adininistrative con
trols and Jess effective internal review for controvegsial and hight
sensitive projects than those governing normal Agency activitics,

The security of the programns was protected not only by waiver
of normal administrative controls, but also hy a high degree of com

artmentation within the CIA. This compartmentation excluded th

IA’s Medical Staff from the principal research and testing progras
employing chemical and biological agents.

It also moy have led to agency policymakers receiving differi
end inconsistent responses when they posed questions to the CI
component involved,

Junisdictional uncertainty within the CTA was matched by juris
dictional conflict among the various intelligrnco agencies. A spiri o
cooperation and reciprocal exchanges of inlormation which initialh
characierized the programs disappeared. Military testers withheld in
formation from the CIA, ignoring supgestions for coordination fror
» their superiors. The CIA similarly fuiled to provide information
the military on the CIA's testing program. This failure to cooperat
was conspicuously manifested in an sttermpt by the Army to coneet

' CIA Inspector General's Burvey of TSD, 1857, p. 217.

* On January 8, 1553. Mr. Harold Blnuer died of elredatory oollapse and hea!
fallure following an intravcnous injection of o xynthetic mescnline derivalle
while a sbbifect of testn ronducted hy New Ynrk State Psypehinteie Instltute unde
& conlract et by the U.B. Army Chemlenl Corpa, The Committee's investgathe
Into drug testing by U.8. Intelligence ngencles locnsed on the testing of LSD, how
ever, the committee did receive a copy of the U.S. Army {ospector Genernld
Report, Issucd on October 1975, on the events and clrcumstances of My, Blaver
desth. His death was directly atributable to the adminiatration of the aynthell

mestaline derivative.

“Augrest 1951, the project was renamed AR
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their oversens testing program, which included surreptitious admin-
istration of 1.51), from the CIA, Learning of the Army's program,
the Apency surreptitiously attempted to obtain detaiis of it.

Theslecision to institute one of the Army’s LiSD field testing projects
bunek v bused, at least in part, on the finding that no long-term resid-
unl effects had ever resulted from the drug's administration. The
(1A% failure to inform the Army of a death which resulted from the
surreplitions administration of LSD to unwitting Americans, may well
have resuited in the institution of an unnecessary and potentially lethal
program. :

'ﬁm developiment, testing, and use of chelnical and biological agents
by intelligence apencies raises serious questions about the relationship
between tho intelligence community wnd foreign governments, other
agencies of the Federnl Government, and other institutions and in-
dhvithiuls. The questions raised ronge from the legitimacy of Ameriean
comnphicity in sctions nbroad which violate American and foreign lawy
to the possible compromise of the integrity of public and privata insti-
tutions used as cover by intelligence agencies,

A. Tue ProaoraMs Immumﬁ

1. Project CHATTER

I'roject CHLATTER was a Navy program that began in the fali of
15, Responding to reports of “amazing results” achieved by the
Soviets inousing “truth dengs,” the program focused on the identificu.-
tion wisd te=ring of. such drugs for use in interrogations and in the
recruitmens of utgu:ms. The reésearch included Iaboratory experiments
un nnimals and bum: § subjects involving Anabasiy aphylla, scopola-
mine. und niescoline i urder to determine their speech-inducing quali-
Lies. Ohverseas experiments were conducted as part of the project.

The ‘-ruwct expanded substantinlly during the Korean War, and
ended shortly after the war, in 1953, .

2. Project BLUFBIRD/IARTICHOKE

The enrliest of the CTA’s major p ms involving the use of
lemieal aml hiological agents, Project BLUEBIRD, was approved by
the Director in 1960, Its objectives were:

{n) discovering means of conditioning personnel to prevent
unait horized extraction of information ﬁnm them by known
means, (b) mvestigating the possibility of control of an in-
divilunl by application of special interrogation techniques,
{c} memory evhancement, and (d) estublishing defensive
means {or preventing hostile control of Agency personnel.®

A5 a result of interrogations conducted overseas during the project,
niether goal wos ndded—the evaluation of offensive uses of unconven-
tonal anterengation techniques, including hypnosis and drengs. Int

. ML ! 'FICH]OKE. Project ARTI-
t HOKE ncluded in-house experiinents on interropgation technigues,
ronlucted “under medical and security controls which would ensure

S—

";: :’ ;T; memorandum to the Select Committee, “Behavloral Drugs and Testing,”

-d1I2CJd THONKW

BILELT



